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PREFACE.

" "VrO 'portion of Church History has been so much ne-

JL 1 glected in recent times as the History of the Councils.

With the exception of a few monographs on particular synods,

nothing of importance has appeared on this subject in our

days. It is high time that this state of things should be altered,

and altered not by a mere adaptation of old materials, but by
a treatment of the subject suited to the wants of the present

day. This has become less difficult, inasmuch as new docu-

ments have been brought to light, and we live in an age

when many errors have been abandoned, many prejudices

have been put on one side, great progress has been made in

critical studies, and a deeper insight into the development of

the Christian Church has undoubtedly been gained.

" I have been employed for a good many years in the com-

position of a History of the Councils of the Church, which

should be of a comprehensive character, and founded upon

original documents. I may affirm that I have spared no

pains to secure accuracy, and have done my best to consult

all the literature which bears upon the subject."

The hopes which Dr. Hefele thus expressed in his preface
to the first volume of his History have been abundantly ful-

filled. He has not only supplied an acknowledged want in his

own country in a manner which leaves little to desire, but

he has brought within the reach of all German scholars an

amount of information in connection with the ancient councils

which is to be found only in part even in those large collec-

tions of Hardouin and Mansi, which are seldom to be met
with in private libraries. It is to be hoped that the interest
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manifested in that portion of his work which is translated in

this volume may induce the publishers to carry it forward at

least to the close of the fourth (Ecumenical Council.

The Translator was at first in doubt as to the best form in

which to present this History to the English public,
—whether

in the form of a paraphrase, in which case it must have been

almost an original work, or as a simple translation. Various

considerations induced him to adopt the latter course. There

was little difficulty in doing so, as Dr. Hefele's German style,

unlike that of many of his Protestant fellow-countrymen, is

generally lucid and intelligible. The Editor, when he first

undertook the work of preparing the History for English

readers, intended to add a number of notes from writers who

regard the subject from a different point of view. This he

afterwards found to be unnecessary, and the additional notes

are accordingly very few. Dr. Hefele is so fair in the state-

ment of facts, that every reader may very easily draw his

conclusions for himself.

All possible care has been taken to make the references

and quotations correct. It is almost certain, however, that

slight mistakes may still be found in these pages ;
and the

Editor will gratefully receive any corrections which may be

forwarded to him, and make use of them should a second

edition of the work be called for.

Since TVTiting the above, the Editor has received a very
kind letter from the Author, which he desires to acknowledge
the more gratefully, from the fact that he had delayed to

write to Dr. Hefele until after the work of translation was

considerably advanced. This delay was not, however, volun-

tary. At the time when the translation was begun, the

Bishop had gone to Eome to take part in the Vatican

Council, and it was felt that at such a time it would be

unsuitable to address him. After the close of the Council,

the Editor was himself engaged in various ways ;
but he has

now the satisfaction of making various corrections which

have been most kindly forwarded to him by the Author.
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Most of these have been inserted in their proper place ;

but the following correction is of so much importance,
that it has been thought better to introduce it here. At

p. 50, line 4, the Author wishes the following passage to

be substituted for that which previously appeared :
—Erase

from "Martin v." (line 4) to "a general theory" (line 15),

and substitute :

"
When, therefore, Martin v. declared at

the last session of the Council of Constance, that he ap-

proved and ratified all that had been decreed by the present

holy CEcumenical Council of Constance in materiis fidei con-

ciliariter (that is, by the whole Council, and not merely by
individual nations), this approval had immediate reference

only to the special matter of Falkenberg (see vol. vii. p. 368

of Hefele's Conciliengeschichte) : he said nothing at all on the

decrees respecting the superiority of an oecumenical council to

the Pope; and if this Pope, in the bull of the 2 2d February

1418, required of every one the recognition of the Council

of Constance as being oecumenical, and that all which it had

decreed in favorem fidei et salutem animarum must be re-

ceived and believed (vol. vii. p. 347), he evidently avoided

giving it a complete and universal confirmation. His words,

which we have quoted above, have a decidedly restrictive

character. He indicated by them that he excluded some of

the decrees of the Council from his approbation (evidently

those referring to the superiority of the Council) ;
but for

the sake of peace, he did not choose to express himself more

clearly. His successor, Eugenius iv., declared himself with

greater distinctness in 1446, when he accepted the whole

Council of Constance, and all its decrees, ahsqice tamen prceju-

dicio juris, dignitatis, et jproieminentice sedis apostolicce. There

can be no question that by this he intended to exclude from

his approbation the decrees of Constance respecting the supe-

riority of an oecumenical synod to the Pope."

The Editor has to thank several friends for directing his

attention to a few mistakes in the first edition. Should

any be still detected in the present, he will be grateful

for their being pointed out. W. K. C.
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HISTORY OF THE COUNCILS,

INTEODUCTION.

Sec. 1. Origin and Autlwrity oj Councils.

THE
two synonymous expressions, concilium and avvoho^,

signify primarily any kind of assembly, even a secular

one
;
but in the more restricted sense of a Cburcli assembly,

i.e. of a regularly convoked meeting of the rulers of the

Church for the discussion and decision of ecclesiastical busi-

ness, the word concilium is found for the first time in Ter-

tullian,^ and avvoho^ in the Apostolical Canons;"^ while the

Apostolical Constitutions
^

designate even the ordinary meetings
of Christians for divine service by the name of crwoSo?.-

That the origin of councils is derived from the Apostolic

Synod held at Jerusalem about the year 5 2,* is undoubted
;
but

theologians are not agreed as to whether they were instituted

by divine or by human authority. The true answer to this

question is as follows : They are an apostolical institution
;
but

the apostles, when they instituted them, acted under the com-'

mission which they received from Christ, otherwise they could

not have published the decisions of their synod with the

words,
"
It seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to us." They

must have been convinced that the Lord of the Church had

promised and had granted His Spirit to the assemblies of the

Church.

Later synods have acted and spoken in the same conviction,

that the Holy Ghost governed the assemblies of the Church
;

and Cyprian in his time wrote,^ in the name of the Council

» De Jejun, c. 13.
^ C. 36, alias 37 or 38. 3 l. y. c. .20.

* Acts XV.
' *

£!p. 64.

A



2 HISTORY OF THE COUNCILS.

over whicli he presided, A.D. 252, to Pope Cornelius :

"
It

seemed good to us, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit"^

(Placuit nobis, Sancto Spiritit suggerente). To the same effect

the Synod of Aries, A.D. 314, expressed itseK: "It seemed

good, therefore, in the presence of the Holy Spirit and His

angels
"

(Flacuit ergo, ]jrcesente Spiritu Sancto et angelis ejus :

Hardouin, Collect. Condi, t. i. p. 262). And it was this con-

viction, which was so universal, that led the Emperor Con-

stantino the Great to call the decree of the Synod of Aries

a heavenly judgment (cceleste judicium) ;
and he added, that the

judgment of the priests ought to be so received as though tJie

Lord Himself sat and judged (sacerdotum judicium ita debet

haberi, ac si ipse DOMINUS residens judicet). Twenty years

later he again publicly expressed the same belief, at the close

of the first oecumenical council at Mcsea, in these words :

" What seemed good to the three hundred holy bishops (that

is, the members of the Nicene Synod) is no otherwise to be

thought of than as the judgment of the only Son of God "

{Quod trecentis Sanctis episcopis visum est, non est aliud putan-

dum, quam solius Filii Dei sententia).^ In perfect agreement
with this are the testimonies of all the ancient Fathers, Greek

as well as Latin, of Athanasius as of Augustine and Gregory
the Great, the latter of whom goes so far as to compare the

authority of the first four general councils with the importance
of the four holy Gospels.^

The earliest S3rnods known to us were held about the middle

of the second Christian century in Asia Minor: they were

occasioned by the rise of Montanism. It is, however, not

improbable that such assemblies were held earlier in the Greek

Church, perhaps on account of the Gnostics, inasmuch as the

Greeks from the earliest times had more inclination, and also

greater need, for synods, than those of the Western Church.

Sec. 2. Different kinds of Synods.

It has been customary, in dealing with ecclesiastical statis-

tics, to divide the councils into four classes
;
but they may

be more accurately divided into eight, since there have actually
been ecclesiastical assemblies of the kinds described under

1 Hard. i. 447. 2 Lib. i. Ep. 25.
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blie following numbers,—two, five, seven, and eight. Foremost

of all stand,
—

1. The Universal or (Ecumenical Councils, at which the

bishops and other privileged persons^ from all the ecclesias-

tical provinces of the world ^
are summoned to be present

under the presidency of the Pope or his legates, and are

bound to attend, unless in case of reasonable hindrance
;
and

whose decisions are then received by the whole Church, and

have the force of law for all the faithful Hence it is clear

that a council may possibly be intended to be oecumenical,

and be summoned as such, and yet not receive the rank of an

oecumenical synod,
—as when its progress is stopped, or when

it does not accomplish its object, or becomes divided, and the

like
;
and for such reasons does not receive the approval of

the whole Church, and particularly of the Pope. So it was

with the so-called Latrocinium or Eobber-Synod at Ephesus,
A.D. 449. The bishops of all provinces were summoned, and

the papal legates were present ;
but violence was used which

prevented free discussion, so that error prevailed: and this

Synod, instead of being recorded with honour, is marked with

a brand on the page of history.

2. The second rank is given to General Councils or Synods
of the Latin or Greek Church, at which were present the

bishops and other privileged persons either of the whole Latin

or of the whole Greek Church, and thus only the representa-

tives of one-half of the whole Church. Thus, in the first in-

stance, the Synod held at Constantinople, A.D. 381, was only
a Greek or Eastern general council, at which were present

all the four Patriarchs of the East,
—those of Constantinople,

of Alexandria, of Antioch, and of Jerusalem, with many other

metropolitans and bishops. As, however, this Synod was

afterwards received by the West, it acquired the rank of an

oecumenical council.

3. When the bishops of only one patriarchate or primacy

{i.e. of a diocese, in the ancient sense of the word), or of only

^ Of these, more hereafter.
2

o]Kov[jt,ivv. Not merely of the Koman Empire, as Spittler supposed {Complete

WorTcs, viii. p. 175), although in the ancient Church the boundaries of the

Church very nearly coincided with those of the Roman Empire.
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one kingdom or nation, assembled under the presidency of the

patriarch, or primate, or first metropolitan, then we have re-

spectively a national, or ^patriarchal, or primatial council,

which frequently received the name of universal or jplenary

(universale or jplenarium)} The bishops of the Latin Church

in Africa, for instance, metropolitans and suffragans, often as-

sembled in synods of this kind under the Primate of Carthage;
and in the same way the archbishops and bishops of all Spain
under their primate, the Archbishop of Toledo. In still earlier

times, the metropolitans and bishops of Syria assembled under

the Archbishop of Antioch, their supreme metropolitan, after-

wards called by the name of Patriarch.

4. A Provincial Synod is considerably smaller, and is formed

by the metropolitan of an ecclesiastical province, with his

suffragan bishops and other privileged persons.

5. Intermediate between the third and fourth classes are

those synods, which are not uncommon in the history of the

Church, in wliich the bishops of several contiguous ecclesias-

tical provinces united for the discussion of subjects of common
interest. They may be called the Councils of several United

Frovinces ; and they rank lower than the national or primatial

s}Tiod in this respect, that it is not the complete provinces of

a nation or of a primacy which are represented in them.

6. By Diocesan Synods we understand those ecclesiastical

assemblies which the bishop holds with his clergy, and over

which he presides either personally or by his vicar-generaL
7. Councils of a peculiar and even abnormal character, and

known as avvo^ov ivSy/jLovo-ai, (Synods of Residents), were often

held at Constantinople, when the Patriarch not unfrequentl}'
assembled around him bishops who happened to be staying

(ivB7]/jLovvT€<;) at Constantinople on private or other business,

from provinces and patriarchates the most widely separated,

for the discussion of important subjects, particularly for the

decision of contests between the bishops themselves.^ We
shall have occasion to adduce more on this subject when w^e

^ Cf. an article" "by tlie author in the Tuhinger Theolog. Quartalschrift, 18 0^2,

pt. iii. p. 406.
- Cf. the treatise of Quesnel, De Vita, etc., S. Leonis 31., Op. S. Leonis, t. ii.

p. 521 ff. (ed. Ballerini).
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come to discuss the ninth and twenty-eighth canons of

Chalcedon.

8. Last of all, there appear in history not a few Mixed

Councils (concilia mixta) ;
assemblies in which the ecclesiastical

and civil rulers of a kingdom meet together in order to take

counsel on the affairs of Church and State. We come across

them particularly in the beginning of the middle ages,
—not

unfrequently in France, in Germany, in England, in Spain,

and in Italy. Of this character are the fourth to the seventh

Synods of Toledo, many synods held under Pepin, under

Charles the Great [Charlemagne] and his successors, among
others the Synod of Mainz, A.D. 852, and that held in the

year 876 in the Palatiiom apud Ticinitm, at which the elec-

tion of Charles the Fat was approved by the bishops and

princes of Italy.^ We shall further on meet with several

English mixed councils, at which even abbesses were present.

All such assemblies were naturally summoned by the King,
who presided and brought forward the points which had to

be discussed. The discussion was either carried on in common,
or the clergy and the nobility separated, and formed different

chambers,—a chamber of nobles, and a chamber of bishops,—the latter discussing only ecclesiastical questions. The de-

cisions were often promulgated in the form of royal decrees.^

Six grounds for the convocation of great councils, particu-

larly oecumenical councils, are generally enumerated :

1. When a dangerous heresy or schism has arisen.

2. When two Popes oppose each other, and it is doubtful

which is the true one.

3. When the question is, whether to decide upon some

great and universal undertaking against the enemies of the

Christian name.

4. "When the Pope is suspected of heresy or of other

serious faults.

5. When the cardinals have been unable or unwilling to

undertake the election of a Pope.

6. When it is a question of the reformation of the Church,

in its head and members.

1 Hard. vi. 169.
* Cf. Salmon, TraiU de VEtude des Conciles, p. 851 fi., Paris 1726.
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Besides these, there may be many other kinds of reasons

for the convocation of smaller synods; but all must have

reference to the one supreme aim of all councils—"the pro-

motion of the well-being of the Church through the mutual

consultation of its pastors." In the ancient Church there

were very many synods assembled, in order to resolve the

contests of the bishops with one another, and to examine

the charges brought against some of their number.

Sec. 3. By whom are Synods convoTced ?

If it is asked who convokes councils, there can be no con-

troversy with regard to the greatest number of the eight kinds

just specified. It is undoubted, that the ecclesiastical head of

the diocese, the bishop, has to summon the diocesan synod ;

the ecclesiastical head of the province, the metropolitan, the

provincial synod ;
the ecclesiastical head of a nation, a pgltri-

archate, etc., the patriarch or primate, either at his own in-

stance or at the wish of another, as of the sovereign, calls a

national or primatial synod. It is equally clear, that when
several provinces meet in a combined synod, the right of con-

vocation belongs to the most distinguished among the metro-

politans who meet. At the avvoBo<; ivSijfjLovaa, it was, of

course, naturally exercised by the Bishop of Constantinople.

Consequently, and from the very nature of the case, the sum-

mons to an oecumenical council must go forth from the oecu-

menical head of the Church, the Pope ; except in the case,

which is hardly an exception, in which, instead of the Pope,
the temporal protector of the Church, the Emperor, with the

previous or subsequent approval and consent of the Pope,
summons a council of this kind. The case is similar with

the other synods, particularly national synods. In the case

of these, too, the temporal protector of the Church has occa-

sionally issued the summons instead of the ecclesiastical ruler
;

and this not merely in ancient times in the Groeco-Eoman

Church, but also later in the German and Eoman States.

Thus, e.g., Constantine the Great convoked the Synod of Aries

in 314, and Theodosius the Great the S\Tiod of Constan-

tinople (already mentioned) in 381, in concert with the four

Eastern patriarchs ; Childebert, king of the Franks, a national
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synod at Orleans in the year 549 ;^ and Charles the Great,

in the year 794, the great Synod of Frankfurt.^ Even the

Arian sovereign, Theodoric the Great, at the beginning of the

sixth century, gave orders for the discontinuance of several

orthodox synods at Eome. Further examples are noted by
Hardouin.^

Among those councils which were called by the emperors,
the latter undertook many kinds of expenses, particularly the

expense of travelling incurred by the numerous bishops, for

whom they ordered houses and carriages to be put at their

disposal at the public expense. This was done by Constan-

tine the Great at the calling of the Synods of Aries and

Mcsea. They also provided for the entertainment of the

bishops during the sitting of those assemblies.* At the later

councils—those of Florence and Trent, for example
—many

of the expenses were borne by the Popes, the Christian

princes, and the cities in which the synods were held.

Bellarmin endeavoured to prove,^ that it was formally

recognised in the ancient Church that the calling of synods

belonged to the hierarchical chiefs, and the summoning of

oecumenical councils in particular to the Pope ;
but several

of the passages which he adduces in proof are from the

Pseudo-Isidore, and therefore destitute of all importance, while

others rest upon an incorrect explanation of the words re-

ferred to. Thus, Bellarmin appeals above all to the legates

of Leo I., who at the fourth (Ecumenical Council—that of

Chalcedon in 451— had demanded the deposition of the

Patriarch Dioscurus of Alexandria, because he had ventured

to call an oecumenical council without permission from Rome.

Their words are : avvoBov iroXfit^ae 7roL7]aac eTrtrpoTr^? ^^X^
ToO dTroardXiKov Opovov.^ In their obvious meaning, these

words bear the sense indicated, and they are generally so ex-

plained. As, however, Pope Leo the Great had, by sending
his legates, recognised and confirmed the summoning of the

1 Hard. ii. 1443. 2 Hard. iv. 882.

3 Hard. xi. 1078.
* Euseb. Eccl Hist. x. 5, p. 392, ed. Mog. ;

De Vita Const, iv. 6, 0.

^
Disputationes, t. i. 1. i. c. 12.

^ Hard. Coll. Cone. t. ii. p. 68
; Mansi, t. vi. p. 581.
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Latrodnium} or Eobber-Synod
— for it is to this that the

reference is made— we are under the necessity of under-

standing that Dioscurus was accused at Chalcedon of thrust-

ing the papal legates into the background, and taking the

direction and presidency of the Council into his own hands.

This is the way in which it is understood by the Ballerini
^

and by Arendt.^ At the same time, it must not be over-

looked that the general nature of the expression of which

the papal legates made choice at Chalcedon, certainly in-

volves the other side of the papal claim, and implies not

only the right to preside over synods, but to convoke them.

Bellarmin appeals further to the seventh (Ecumenical

Council, which in its sixth session rejected the iconoclastic

Synod of 754, and refused to recognise it as oecumenical, for

this very reason, that the summons for its assembling did not

go forth from the Pope. What the Synod does in fact say,

however, is, that "this Synod had not the Eoman Pope as its

co-operator
"

{ovk, eVp^e avvep^ov tov twv 'Pcofiaicov irairav).
*

There is nothing said in particular of the Pope's taking part

or not in the summoning of the Synod.
On the other hand, it is perfectly certain that, according to

Socrates,® Julius i., even in his time, about the year 341, ex-

pressed the opinion that it was an ecclesiastical canon, ^r] helv

irapa yvcofjurjv tov eTTLo-KOirov ^Pcofirjf; Kavovl^etv ra? iKKXrja-la^; ;

and there can be no doubt, if these words are impartially con-

sidered, that they mean that it was " not lawful to pass canons

of universal obligation at synods without the consent of the

Bishop of Eome." The question which is here to be decided,

however, is this : Who, as a matter of fact^ called or co-ope-

rated in calling the oecumenical S3rnods ? And the answer

is : The first eight oecumenical synods were convoked by the

Emperors, all later ones by the Popes ;
but even in the case of

the early synods, there is a certain participation of the Pope

^
See, for an account of this Synod, Milman, Lat. CJiristianity, vol. L p. 190.

-Ed.
2 S, Leonis, 0pp. t. ii. p. 460, not. 15.

3
Monographie iib. P. Leo d. Gr. S. 270.

* Hard. iv. 327.
5 Hist. Ecd. ii. 17.
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in convolving them, which in individual cases is more or less

clearly seen.

1. The fact that the summons to the first (Ecumenical

Synod proceeded from the Emperor Constantine the Great,

cannot be disputed.-^ As, however, none of the letters have

come down to us, we cannot tell whether they referred to any
consultation with the Pope. On the other hand, it is un-

deniable that the sixth CEcumenical Synod in 680 expressly

asserted^ that the Synod of Mcaea was summoned by the

Emperor and Pope Sylvester {KcdvaravTlvo^ 6 aeiaepearaTo^

KoX ScX^earpo^ 6 aolSi/uLO^ rrjv iv NiKaia /jLeyaXrjv re koX Trepi-

^XeiTTov avveXeyov <7vvoBov).^ The same is stated in the

ancient Liher Pontificalis
^
attributed to Pope Damasus

;
and if

this authority be considered of slight value, the importance of

the former must be admitted. Had the sixth (Ecumenical

Council been held in the West, or at Eome itself, its testi-

mony might perhaps seem partial; but as it took place at

Constantinople, and at a time when the bishops of that place

had already appeared as rivals of the Bishop of Eome, and

moreover the Greeks formed by far the greater number present
at the Synod, their testimony for Eome must be regarded as

of great importance. Hence even Eufinus, in his continua-

tion of the Ecclesiastical History of Eusebius,^ says that the

Emperor summoned the Synod of Nicsea at the suggestion of

the priests {ex sententia sacerdotum) ;
and certainly, if several

bishops were consulted on the subject, among them must

have been the chief of them all, the Bishop of Eome.

2. With regard to the second (Ecumenical Synod, it is com-

monly asserted,^ that the bishops who composed it themselves

declared that they were assembled at Constantinople in ac-

cordance with a letter of Pope Damasus to the Emperor Theo-

dosius the Great.^ But the document which has been relied

1 Exiseb. Vita Const, iii. 6.

* This was more than 300 years after, and we know not on what authority
the statement was made.—Ed.

3 Hard. iii. 1417.
* Cf. an article by Dr. Hefele in the TuUnger Quartalschrift, 1845, S. 320 If.

^ Lib. i. c. i.

® Even by Hefele himself, in Aschbach's KircJienlexkon, Bd. 2, S. 161.
7 Theodoret

;
Hist. Eccl v. 9.
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upon as authority, refers not to tlie Synod of the year 381,

the second oecumenical, but, as we shall show further on in

the history of this Council, to the Synod of the year 382,^

which actually did meet in accordance with the wish of Pope
Damasus and the Western Synod at Aquileia, but was not

oecumenical It is without effect, moreover, that Baronius

appeals to the sixth (Ecumenical Council to prove that Pope
Damasus had a part in the calling of the second (Ecumenical

Synod. For what the Council says is this : "^Tien Macedonius

spread abroad a false doctrine respecting the Holy Spirit,

Theodosius and Damasus immediately opposed him, and Gre-

gory of jNTazianzus and Nectarius (his successor in the See of

Constantinople) assembled a synod in this royal city."
^ This

passage is obviously too vague and indefinite to afford grounds
for concluding that Pope Damasus co-operated in the sum-

moning of the Synod. ISTay more, the words,
"
Gregory of

I^azianzus and Nectarius assembled a synod," rather exclude

than include the co-operation of Damasus. Besides, it should

not be forgotten that the Synod in question, held a.d. 381, as

we have already remarked, was not originally regarded as

oecumenical, and obtained this rank at a later period on its

being received by the West. It was summoned as a general
council of the Greek or Eastern Church

;
and if the Pope had

no share in convoking it, no inference can be drawn from

this fact unfavourable to his claim to summon oecumenical

synods.

3. The third (Ecumenical Council at Ephesus, in the year

431, was summoned, as the Acts prove,^ by the Emperor
Theodosius, in union with his Western colleague Valentinian

III. It is clear, however, that the Pope Celestine I. concurred,

from his letter to Theodosius, dated May 15, 431, in which

he says that he cannot personally be present at the Synod, but

will send his representatives.* Still more distinct is his letter

to the Council itself, dated May 8, 431, in which he sets

before the assembled bishops their duty to protect the orthodox

^ Cf. the notes of Yalesius to Theodoret
;
Hist. Eccl. v. 9.

2 Hard. iii. p. 1419.
3
Mansi, t. iv. p. 1111

;
Hard. t. i. p. 1343.

*
Mansi, iv. 1291

;
Hard. i. 1473.
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faith, expresses his expectation that they will agree to the

sentence which he has already pronounced upon Nestorius,

and adds that he has sent his legates, in order that they may
give effect to this sentence at Ephesus.-^ The members of

the Synod themselves saw and acknowledged that there was

here not merely an assent to the convocation of the Synod,
hut also directions for their guidance, inasmuch as they de-

clare, in their most solemn act, the sentence of condemnation

against Nestorius :

"
Compelled by the canons and by the

letter of our most holy father and fellow-servant Celestine,

Bishop of Eome, we have come to this sad sentence of con-

demnation upon Nestorius."^ They expressed the same when

they said that
''
the letter of the Apostolic See (to Cyril, which

he had communicated to the Synod of Ephesus) had already
set forth the sentence and rule to be followed (ylrij^ov kuI

TVTTov) in the case of ]N"estorius
;
and they, the assembled

bishops, had, in accordance with this judgment, followed up
this rule."^ It is herein clearly acknowledged that the Pope
had not simply, like other bishops, so to speak, passively

agreed to the convocation of the Synod by the Emperor, but

had actively prescribed to the Synod rules for their guidance ;

and had thus, not in the literal sense, but in a sense higher
and more real, called them to their work.

4. The manner in which the fourth (Ecumenical Synod at

Chalcedon, A.D. 451, met together, we learn from several letters

of Pope Leo L, and of the Emperors Theodosius ii. and Mar-

cian. Immediately after the end of the unhappy Ptobber-

Synod, Pope Leo requested the Emperor Theodosius ii. (October

13, 449) to bring together a greater council, assembled from

all parts of the world, which might best meet in Italy.* He

repeated this request at Christmas in the same year,^ and be-

sought the Emperor of the West also, Valentinian iii., together
with his wife and mother, to support his request at the Byzan-
tine Court.^ Leo renewed his petition on the 16th of July

450, but at the same time expressed the opinion that the

1
Mansi, I.e. p. 1283

;
Hard. j. 1467.

2
Mansi, I.e. p. 1226

;
Hard. I.e. p. 1431. 3 Hard. I.e. p. 1472.

4 Leo. Ep. 44 (ed. Ballerini, t. i. p. 910).
5
Ep. 54.

^
Epp. 55-58.



12 HISTORY OF THE COUNCILS.

Council would not be necessary, if the bishops without it

would subscribe an orthodox confession of faith.^ About this

time Theodosius ii. died, and was succeeded by his sister S.

Pulcheria and her husband Marcian. Both of them intimated

immediately to the Pope their disposition to call the Synod
which had been desired, and Marcian in particular asked the

Pope to write and inform him whether he would attend per-

sonally or by legates, so that the necessary invitations might
be issued to the Eastern bishops.^ But Pope Leo now wished

at least for a postponement of the Council He went even so

far as to say that it was no longer necessary ;
a change in his

views which has often been made a ground of reproach to

him, but which will be thoroughly discussed and justified at

the proper place in this History of the Councils. We will only

point out, at present, that what Leo had mentioned in his

69th letter, during the lifetime of Theodosius ii., as a reason

for dispensing with the Council, had actually taken place

under Marcian and. Pulcheria, inasmuch as nearly all the

bishops who had taken part in the Eobber-Synod had re-

pented of their error, and in conjunction with their orthodox

colleagues had signed the epistola dogmatica of Leo to Flavian,

which was, in the highest sense, an orthodox confession of

faith. Moreover, the incursions of the Huns in the West had

made it then impossible for the Latin bishops to leave their

homes in any great number, and to travel to the distant

Chalcedon; whilst Leo naturally wished, in the interest of

orthodoxy, that many of the Latins should be present at the

Synod. Other motives contributed to the same desire
; among

these the fear, which the result proved to be well grounded,
that the Synod might be used for the purpose of altering the

hierarchical position of the Bishop of Constantinople. As,

however, the Emperor Marcian had already convoked the

Synod, the Pope gave his consent to its assembling, appointed

legates, and wrote to the Synod describing their duties and

business.^ And thus he could say with justice, in his later

epistle, addressed to the bishops assembled at Chalcedon,*

that the Council was assembled "by the command of the

^
Ep. 69. 2 ^pp 73 and 76, among tliose of S. Leo.

^Epp. 89-95, *Ep.UL
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Christian princes, and with the consent of the Apostolic See
"

{eic prcecejpto Christianorum jprincipum et ex consensu apos-

tolicce sedis) ; as, on the other hand, the Emperor at an earlier

period wrote to the Pope,
" The Synod is to be held te auctore^

^

The Pope's share in convoking the Council of Chalcedon was,

moreover, so "universally acknowledged, that, soon after, the

Bishop of Maesia said, in a letter to the Byzantine Emperor
Leo :

"
Many bishops are assembled at Chalcedon by the order

of Leo the Eoman Pontiff, who is truly the head of the bishops
"

{jper jussioncm Zeonis Bomani Fontificis, qiii vere cajput episco-

jporum).
^

5. There can be no doubt that the fifth (Ecumenical Synod
in the year 553, like the fii'st four, was convoked by the

Emperor (Justinian I.) ;
but it is also certain that it was not

without consultation with the Pope. Vigilius says himself

that he had agreed with the Emperor Justinian, in the pre-

sence of the Archbishop Mennas of Constantinople and other

ecclesiastical and civil rulers, that a great synod should be

held, and that the controversy over the three chapters should

rest until this synod should decide it.^ Vigilius expressed
his desire for such a synod in a second letter ad universam

ecdesiam,^ whilst he strongly disapproved of the Emperor's in-

tention of putting an end to the controversy by an imperial

edict, and was for that reason obliged to take to flight. When

they had become reconciled, Vigilius again expressed his desire

for the holding of a synod which should decide the contro-

versy f and the deputies of the fifth Council afterwards de-

clared that he had promised to be present at the Synod.^
What is certain is, that Vigilius had desired the postponement
of the opening, in order to wait for the arrival of several Latin

bishops ;
and in consequence, notwithstanding repeated and

most respectful invitations, he took no part in the sessions of

the Synod.^ The breach was widened when, on the 14th of

May 553, the Pope published his Constitutum, declaring that

1
Ep. 73. 2 Hard. ii. p. 710.

'
Cf. Frag, damnationis Theodori (Aseidse) in Hardouin, t. iii. p. 8. Cf.

Schrocldi, Kircheng. Bd. xviii. S. 590.
* Hard. iii. p. 3.

* Hard. iii. p. 12 E, and p. 13 B.
6

l.c. p. 65 B.
' Hard. Ic. 63, 65 ss.
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he could not agree with the anathematizing of Theodore of

Mopsuestia and Theodoret.^ At the suggestion of the Emperor,
the Synod at its seventh session, May 26, 553, decided that

the name of Vigilius should be struck out of the diptychs,

which was done, so that the Pope and the Council were now
in open antagonism. In his decree to Eutychius of Constan-

tinople, however, dated December 8, 553, and in his second

Constitutum of February 23, 554, Vigilius approved of the

decrees of the fifth Synod, and pronounced the bishops who
had put them forth—that is, the members of the Synod—to

be his brethren and his fellow-priests.^

6. The case of the sixth (Ecumenical S3niod, a.d. 680, is

quite the same as that of the third. The Emperor Constan-

tino Pogonatus convoked it,^ and requested the Pope to send

legates to it* Pope Agatho, however, not only did this, which

involves an assent to the imperial convocation of the Synod ;

but he sent to the Emperor, and thus also to the Council, a

complete exposition of the orthodox faith, and thus prescribed
to it a rule and directions for its proceedings ;

and the Synod

acknowledged this, as the Synod of Ephesus had done, inas-

much as they say, in their letter to Agatho,
"
Through that

letter from thee we have overcome the heresy . . . and have

eradicated the guilty by the sentence previously brought con-

cerning them through your sacred letter" {ex sententiaper sacras

vestras literas de Us prius lata).^

7. The seventh (Ecumenical Synod—the second of Nicsea,

in the year 787—was suggested to the Empress Irene by the

Patriarch Tarasius of Constantinople, who endeavoured to re-

store the reverence for images and union with Eome. The

Empress and her son, the Emperor Constantine, approved of

tliis
;

but before the imperial letters of convocation were

issued, they sent an ambassador to Pope Hadrian i. with a

letter (785), in which they requested him to be present at the

projected OEcumenical Synod, either personally or at least

^ Hard. I.e. pp. 10-48. [This must be distinguished from the Constitutum

of 554.]
2 See at the end of this Constitutum in Hard. iii. pp. 218-244

; and in

the decree, ib. pp. 213-218.
3 Hard. iii. p. 1055. *

I.e. p. 1459. ^ Hard. iii. 143S.
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i^y liis representatives.^ In the October of the same year,

Hadrian I. sent an answer to the Emperor and Empress, as well

as to the Patriarch, and promised to send his legates to the

intended Synod, which he afterwards did, and thereby practi-

cally declared his consent to its convocation. Nay more, in

his letter to Charles the Great, he goes so far as to say,
•' And thus they held that Synod according to our appoint-

ment "
{et sic synoduiii istam secundum nostram ordinationenri) ;

and thereby ascribes to himself a still closer participation in

the holding of this Synod.^

8. The last synod which was convoked by an emperor was

the eighth oecumenical, which was held at Constantinople in

the year 869. The Emperor Basil the Macedonian had de-

throned Ms former colleague Michael iii., or The Drunken,
and deposed his creature, the schismatical Photius, from the

patriarchal chair, replacing the unlawfully deposed Ignatius,

and thereby restoring the union of the Greek and Latin

Churches. As, however, Photius still had followers, the Em-

peror considered it necessary to arrange the ecclesiastical re-

lations by means of a new oecumenical council, and for that

purpose sent an embassy to Pope Nicolas I., requesting him

to send his representatives to the intended Council. In the

meantime Mcolas died; but his successor, Hadrian ii, not

only received the imperial message, but sent the legates, as

it had been wished, to the Council, and thereby gave his

consent to the convocation of this CEcumenical Synod.^

All the subsequent oecumenical synods were held in the

West, and summoned directly by the Popes, from the first of

Lateran, the ninth CEcumenical Synod, to the holy Synod of

Trent, while smaller synods were still convoked by Kings and

Emperors;* and Pope Leo X. declared in the most decided

way, at the eleventh session of the fifth Lateran Synod, with

a polemical reference to the so-called propositions of Con-

stance, that the Pope had the right to convoke, to transfer,

and to dissolve cecumenical synods.^

'- Hard. iv. 21 ss.
^ Hard iv. 818 E. « Hard. v. 765, 766.

* Hard. xi. 1078 sq,
* Hard ix. 1828 a.
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Sec. 4. Members of Councils.

In considering the further question, who has a right to "be

a member of a synod, it is necessary first to distinguish be-

tween the diocesan and other synods. Tor whilst in the

latter either the only members or at least the chief members

are bishops, the diocesan synod, with the exception of the

president, is made up of the other clergy ;
and whilst the

privileged members of the other synods have a wtum cleci-

sivum, a vote in determining the decrees of the synod, those

of the diocesan synod have only a votum considtativum, a

right to be present and speak, but not to vote on the decrees.

Here the bishop alone decides, the others are only his coun-

sellors, and the decision is pronounced in his name. The
members of the diocesan synod are divided into three classes.

1. Those whom the bishop is hound to summon, and w^lio

are hound to appear. To this class belong deans, archpres-

byters, vicarii foranei} the vicar-general, the parochial clergy

by deputies ; and, according to more recent law and custom,

the canons of cathedral churches, the provost and canons of

collegiate churches, and the ablates sceculares?

2. Those whom the bishop may, but need not summon, but

who are hound to come when he summons them
; .

for example,
the prebendaries of cathedrals who are not canons.

3. Lastly, those who in general are not hound to appear, as

the clerici simplices. But if the synod has for its special pur-

pose to introduce an improvement in the morals of the clergy,

or to impart to them the decisions of a provincial synod, these

must also appear when they are summoned.

With respect to the members of other kinds of synods,

ancient Church history gives us the following results :—
*
i.e. vicars-general for districts outside the bishop's see.—Ed.

2 It is more difficult to settle the question with reference to the regular clergy.

Among these must "be distinguished the exempt and the non-exempt. The

latter, abbots and monks, must appear. The exempt regulars are divided into

two classes : (1) those who, in conjunction with other houses of their own orders,

are under a general chapter; and (2) those who, being free, are subject to no such

higher authority. The latter must appear ;
the former generally not. They,

however, are also bound to appear if they have parish churches or any other

cure of souls. So it was ordered by the Council of Trent, sess. xxiv. c. 2,

De reform.
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1. The earliest synods were those held in Asia Minor

about the middle of the second century, on the occasion of

Montanism. Eusebius does not say who were present at

them
;

^ but the lihellus synodicus informs us that one of these

synods was held at Hierapolis by Bishop Apollinaris with

twenty-six other bishops, and a second at Anchialus by Bishop
Sotas and twelve other bishops.^

2. The next synods in order were those which were held

respecting the celebration of Easter, in the second half of the

second century. With reference to these, Polycrates of

Ephesus tells us that Pope Victor had requested him to con-

voke in a synod the bishops who were subordinate to him,

that he did so, and that many bishops had assembled with

him in synod.^ In the chapters of Eusebius in which these

two classes of councils are spoken of,* only bishops are men-

tioned as members of the Synod. And, in the same way, the

lihellus synodicus gives the number of bishops present at each

council of this time, without referring to any other members.

3. The letters of convocation for an oecumenical synod
were directed to the metropolitans, and to some of the more

eminent bishops ;
and the metropolitans were charged to give

notice to their suffragans. So it was, e.g., at the convocation

of the third (Ecumenical Synod, for which an invitation was

sent to Augustine, who was already dead.^ The invitation to

appear at the synod was sometimes addressed to the bishops

collectively, and sometimes it was simply required that the

metropolitans should personally appear, and bring merely the

most able of their suffragans with them. The latter was the

case, e.g.,
in the summoning of the third and fourth Councils

;

^

to Niceea, on the contrary, the bishops seem to have been in-

vited without distinction. Sometimes those bishops who did

not attend, or who arrived too late, were threatened with

penalties, as well by the Emperors, e.g. by Theodosius II., as

Vy earlier and later ecclesiastical canons.^

4. The cJwrepiscopi (^(opeTrla-fcoTroi),
or bishops of country

"^ Hist. Eccl. V. 16. ^
See, further on, Book i. c. i. sec. 1.

2 Euseb. Hist. Eccl. v. 24. * Loc. cit.

» Hard. i. 1419. « Hard. i. 1343, ii. 45.

7 Hard. i. 1346,988 B, 1622; ii. 774, 1048, 1174; ill. 1029; vii. 1812; viii. 960.

B
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places, seem to have iDeen considered in ancient times as quite

on a par with the other bishops, as far as their position in

synods was concerned. We meet with them at the Councils

of Neocsesarea in the year 314, of Mcsea in 325, of Ephesus
in 431.-^ On the other hand, among the 600 bishops of the

fourth (Ecumenical Council at Chalcedon in 451, there is no

cJwrepiscopus present, for by this time the office had been

abolished ;
but in the middle ages we again meet with cJior-

ejpiscopi of a new kind at Western councils, particularly at

those of the Erench Church, at Langres in 830,^ at Mainz in

847,^ at Pontion in 876, at Lyons in 886, at Douzy in 871.'^

Bishops without a diocese have a certain resemblance to these;

and such we meet with at synods, as in the year 585 at

Macon in Erance.^ It is disputed whether those who are

merely titular bishops have a right to vote at a council
;
and

it has generally been decided in this way, that there is no

obligation to summon such, but when they are summoned

they have a right to vote.^

5. Towards the middle of the third century we find a de-

parture from this ancient practice of having only bishops as

members of synods, first in Africa, when Cyprian assembled,

at those synods which he held with reference to the restora-

tion of the lapsed, besides the bishops of his province and his

clergy, confessores et laicos stantes, i.e. those laymen who lay

under no ecclesiastical penance/ So there were present at

the Synod held by S. Cyprian on the subject of baptism by
heretics, on the 1st of September (probably a.d. 256), besides

eighty-seven bishops, very many priests and deacons, and

maxima pars plehis.^ And the Eoman clergy, in their letter

to Cyprian^ on the subject, request that the bishops will take

counsel in synods, in common with the priests, deacons, and

laicis stantibus. It must not be overlooked, however, that

Cyprian makes a difference between the membership of the

1 Hard. i. 286, 314-320, 1486. ^ Hard. iv. 1361.
2 Hard. v. 5.

* Hard. vi. 180, 396; v. 1316 B, 1318. « Hard. iii. 466.

6
Walter, Kirchenr. (Canon Law), S. 157 (S. 294, 11th ed.).

7
Cypriani Ep. 11, p. 22

; Ep. 13. p. 23
; Ep. 66, p. 114 ; Ep. 71, p. 126

(ed. Baluz.).
8
Cypriani 0pp. p. 329 (ed. Bal.).

»
Cyp. Epp. 31, p. 43.
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bisliops and of otliers. We learn from his thirteentli letter/

that the bishops come together with the clergy, and the laity-

are only present (prcepositi cum clero convenientes, prcesente etiam,

stantium plehe) ;
from his sixty-sixth letter, that the priests,

etc., were the assessors of the bishops {com'presbyteri, qui nobis

assidehant). In other places Cyprian speaks only of the

bishops as members of the synod,^ and from other passages
^

it comes out that the bishops had at these synods taken the

advice and opinion of the laity as well as the clergy. It is

never, however, in the least degree indicated that either the

clergy or the laity had a votum decisivum ; but the contrary
is evident, namely, that in the Synod of Cyprian referred to,

which was held September 1, 256, only bishops were voters.*

6. Eusebius relates^ that a great number of bishops of

Asia assembled in S5rnod at Antioch in the year 264 or 265,
on the subject of Paul of Samosata, and he adds that their

priests and deacons came with them. In the following

chapter Eusebius gives an account of the Synod at Antioch in

269, and makes special reference to the priest of Antioch,

Malchion, who was present at the Synod, and by his logical

ability compelled Paul of Samosata, who wanted to conceal

his false doctrine, to explain himself clearly. In addition to

this, Eusebius gives in the thirtieth chapter the circular letter

which this Synod, after pronouncing the deposition of Paul,

addressed to the rest of the Church. And this letter is sent

forth not in the name of the bishops only, but of the other

clergy who were present as well
;
and among these Malchion

is named in the superscription, whilst the names of many of

the bishops
—and according to Athanasius there were seventy

present
—are wanting. We see, then, that priests and deacons

were members of several synods ;
but we cannot determine

from the original documents how far their rights extended,

and whether they had more than a mere consultative voice in

the acts of the synod. As far as analogy can guide us, it

would appear they had no more.

7. In the two Arabian Synods which were held on the

'
Pp. 23, 329. =

Ep. 71, p. 127
; Ep. 73, pp. 129, 130.

3
Ep. 11, p. 22

; Ep. 13, p. 23
; Ep. 31, p. 43.

*
Cyp. 0pp. pp. 330-338 (ed. Baluz.).

» Hist. Eccl. \n. 28.
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subject of Beryllus and the Hypnopsycliites, Origen held a

place similar to that which had been occupied by Malchion.

The bishops summoned him to the Synod, so as to render his

learning and ability serviceable to the Church
;
but it was the

bishops themselves who held the Synod.

8. In many synods of the following centuries, besides the

bishops, priests and deacons were present. So it was at

Elvira,^ at Arles,^ at Carthage^ in 397, at Toledo* in 400,

etc. The bishops and priests had seats, but the deacons had

to stand.^ The decrees of the ancient synods were for the

most part signed only by the bishops. It was so at the

Councils of Ancyra, of Neocaesarea—although in this case the

subscriptions are somewhat doubtful
;
at the first and second

(Ecumenical Councils, those of Mcsea and Constantinople ;
at

the Councils of Antioch in 341, of Sardica, etc. Sometimes

also the priests and deacons subscribed the decrees, and then

either inmiediately after the name of their own bishop, as at

Arles,^ or else after the names of all the bishops.^ It was,

however, not so common for the priests and deacons to join

in the subscription, and it did not occur in the fourth or

fifth century : for we find that, even in the case of synods at

which we know that priests and deacons were present, only

bishops subscribed; as at Nicaea, at Carthage in 397, 389,

401/ at Toledo in 400,^ and at the CEcumenical Councils of

Ephesus and Chalcedon.-^^ At a later period we meet again,

at some synods, with signatures of priests and deacons, as at

Lyons in 830.^^ The difference between the rights of the

priests and those of the bishops is made clear by the signa-

tures of the Council of Constantinople under Flavian in 448.

The deposition of Eutyches which was there pronounced was

subscribed by the bishops with the formula, 6pLcra<; vTreypayjra,

definiens suhscripsi, and afterwards by twenty-three archiman-

drites, or superiors of convents, merely with the word vTreypa^fra

without oplaa^P At the Eobber-Synod of Ephesus, on the

« Hard. i. 250.
* Hard. i. 266. ^ Hard. i. 961.

* Hard. i. 989. ^ Hard. i. 989, 961, 250. 6 Hard. i. 266 ss.

7 Hard. i. 250. 8 Hard, i 971, 986, 988. ^ ic. p. 992.

10 ic. p. 1423 ss., ii. 466 ss.
" Hard. iv. 1365 s.

12 Hard. ii. 167.
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contrary, along with other anomalies, we find the Archiman-

drite Barsumas of Syria signing, as a fully privileged memher

of the Synod, with the word opiaa^} and that because the

Emperor Theodosius ii. had summoned him expressly.

9. It is easily understood, and it is shown by the ancient

acts of councils, that priests and deacons, when they were

the representatives of their bishops, had a right to give, like

them, a wtum decisivum, and subscribed the acts of the synod
with the formula 6pL(Ta<;? And this is expressed at a much
later period by the Synods of Eouen in 1581, and of Bor-

deaux in 1583,—by the latter with the limitation that only

priests should be sent as the representatives of the bishops.^

1 0. Other clergymen, deacons in particular, were employed
at synods, as secretaries, notaries, and the like—at Ephesus
and Chalcedon, for instance f and they had often no insignifi-

cant influence, particularly their head, the primicerius nota-

riorum, although they had no vote. Some of these notaries

were official, and were the servants of the synod ;
but besides

tliese, each bishop could bring his own notary or secretary

with him, and employ him to make notes
'

and minutes of the

sessions : for it was only at the Eobber-Synod that the violent

Dioscurus allowed no other notaries than his own, and those

of some of his friends.^ Erom the nature of the case, there

is nothing to prevent even laymen from being employed in

such work
;
and we are informed distinctly by ^neas Sylvius

that he performed such duties, as a layman, at the Synod of

Basle. It is, moreover, not at all improbable that the secre-

tarii divini consistorii, who were present at some of the ancient

synods
—at Chalcedon, for instance—were secretaries of the

Imperial Council, and consequently laymen.^
11. Besides the bishops, other ecclesiastics have always

been brought in at councils, oecumenical as well as inferior,

for the purpose of consultation, particularly doctors of theo-

logy and of canon law,^ as well as deputies of chapters and

1 Hard. ii. 272. ^ jjard. i. 815 ss., ii. 272. 3 Hard. x. 1264, 1379.
* Hard. i. 1355, ii. 67, 70, 71 ss. 6 Hard. ii. 93.

6
Fuchs, Biblioth. d. Kirchenvers. (Library of Councils), Bd. i. S. 149.

7 Thomas Aquinas was in this way summoned by Pope Gregory x. to the

fourteenth (Ecumenical CounciL
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superiors of monasteries ;
and bishops were even requested to

bring such assistants and counsellors with them to the synod.

So it was at the Spanish Council at Tarragona in 516.^ But,

at the same time, the fundamental principle is undoubted,

that the vote for the decision of a question belonged to the

bishops, as to those whom the Holy Ghost has appointed to

rule the Church of God, and to all others only a consultative

voice
;
and this was distinctly recognised by the Synods of

Eouen in 1581, and Bordeaux in 1583 and 1684, partly in

the most general way,^ in part specifically with reference to

the deputies of chapters, titular and commendatory abbots.^

There has been a doubt with respect to abbots, whether they
held a place similar to that of the bishops or not

;
and a

different practice seems to have prevailed at different places

and times. We have abeady seen that in the ancient Church

the archimandrites had no vote, even when they were priests.

On the other hand, a Synod at London, under the famous

Dunstan Archbishop of Canterbury, A.D. 1075, declares :

" Be-

sides the bishops and abbots, no one must address the Synod
without the permission of the archbishop."

* The abbots are

here plainly assigned a place of equality with the bishops as

members of the Synod ;
and they subscribed the acts of this

Synod like the bishops. In the same way the abbots sub-

scribed at other synods, e.g. at Pontion in France, a.d. 876,
at the Council held in the Palatium Ticinum, at Cavaillon,

and elsewhere
;

^
but, on the other hand, at many other

councils of the same time, as well as at those of an earlier

and later period, the bishops alone, or their representatives,

signed the decrees. So it was at Epaon in 517, at Lyons in

517, at Ilerda and Valencia in Spain in 524, at Aries in

524, at Carthage in 525, at Orange in 529, at Toledo in 531,
at Orleans in 533 ;^ so also at Cavaillon in 875, at Beauvais

in 875, at Eavenna in 877, at Tribur in 895/ The arch-

deacons seem to have been regarded very much in the same

way as the abbots, inasmuch as they appeared at synods not

1 Hard. ii. 1043. 2 jjard. xi. 132. 3 Hard. x. 1264, 1379.
4 Hard. vi. 1556. 5 Hard. vi. 138, 169, 174, 180.
6 Hard. ii. 1052, 1054, 1067, 1070, 1071, 1082, 1102, 1141, 1175.
7 Hard. vL 161, 164, 190, 456.
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merely as the representatives of their bishops ;
but sometimes

they signed the acts of the council, even when their bishop

was personally present. So it was at the Synod of London

already mentioned.-^ At the end of the middle ages it was

the common view that abbots and cardinal priests and car-

dinal deacons as well had a votum decisivum at the synods,
—

a fact which is expressly stated, as far as regards the abbots,

by the historian of the Synod of Basle, Augustinus Patricius,

a Piccolomini of the fifteenth century.^ He adds, that only
tlie Council of Basle allowed the anomaly, and conceded to

other ecclesiastics the right of voting. But we must remark

that, according to the statement of the famous Cardinal

D'Ailly, even so early as at the Synod at Pisa in 1409, the

doctors of divinity and of canon law had a votum decisivum ;

and that the Council of Constance extended this right, by

adopting the division of the Council into nations. These

were, however, anomalies
;
and after this stormy period had

passed by, the ancient ecclesiastical order was restored, that

only bishops, cardinals, and abbots should have the mtum
decisivum. A place of equality with the abbots was naturally

assigned to the generals of those widespread orders, which

had a central authority. This was done at the Council of

Trent. With regard to the abbots, a distinction was made
between those who possessed real jurisdiction, and those who
were only titular or commendatory. To these last there was
conceded no more than the votum consultativum ; e.g.

in the

Synod at Eouen in 1 5 8 1, and Bordeaux in 1 5 8 3.^ The former

went so far as to refuse to acknowledge any such right as

belonging to the abbots
;
and a later synod at Bordeaux, in

the year 1624, plainly declared that it was an error {erronea

opinio) to af&rm that any others besides bishops had a decisive

voice in a provincial synod (p7'ceter episcopos qiiosdam alios

habere vocem decisivam in concilio provincialz).* In practice,

however, abbots were still admitted, only with the distinction

that the bishops were members of the synod
"
by divine

right
"

(jure divino), and the abbots only
"
by ecclesiastical

appointment
"

{institutione ecclesiastica).

' Hard. vi. 1557
;

cf. ib. 138. « Hard. ix. 1196.
3 Hard. x. 1264, 1379. * Hard. xi. 132.
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12. We have already seen, that in the time of Cyprian,

both in Africa and in Italy, laymen were allowed to be

present at synods. This custom was continued to later times.

Thus, e.g.,
the Spanish Synod at Tarragona, in 516, ordained

that the bishops should bring to the Synod with them, besides

the clergy, their faithful sons of the laity.-^ Viventiolus

Archbishop of Lyons, in the letter by which he summoned a

synod at Epaon in 517, says :

" Zaicos permittimus interesse,

ut qucB a solis pontificihus ordinanda sunt et jpo]pulus jpossit

agnoscere" [We permit the laity to be present, that the

people may knov/ those things which are ordained by the

priests alone.] Moreover, the laity had the power of bringing

forward their complaints with reference to the conduct of the

clergy, inasmuch as they had a right to ask for priests of good
character.^ The fourth Synod of Toledo, in 633, says ex-

pressly, that laymen also should be invited to the synods.^

So, in fact, we meet with distinguished laymen at the eighth

Synod of Toledo in 653,* and at the second of Orange in

529.^ In English synods we find even abbesses were present.

Thus the Abbess Hilda was at the Collatio Pliarensis, or Sjruod

of Whitby, in 664, where the question of Easter and of the

tonsure, and other questions, were discussed
;
and the Abbess

^Ifleda, the successor of Hilda, at the somewhat later Synod
on the Mth in ]N"orthumberland.^ This presence of abbesses

of the royal family is, however, exceptional, even when these

assemblies were nothing else than concilia mixta, as Salmon,

I.e., explains them to be. That, however, distinguished and

well-instructed laymen should be introduced without delay
into provincial S3raods, was expressly decided by the Congre-

gatio interpret, concil. by a decree of April 22, 1598
;
and

the Cceremoniale ejpiscoporum refers to the same, when it speaks
of the seats which were to be prepared at provincial synods
for the laity who were present.^ Pignatelli recommends the

bishops to be prudent in issuing such invitations to the laity f
* Hard. ii. 1043. 2 Hard. ii. 1046. 3 Hard. iii. 580.
* Hard. iii. 955. » Hard. ii. 1102.
6 Hard. iii. 993, 1826 E. Cf. Schrodl, First Century of the English Church

(Das crste Jahrhundert dcr engl. Kirche), pp. 220, 271. See also Salmon,

Study on the Councils {Traits de VEtude des Candles), Paris 1726, p. 844.
7 Benedict xiv. De synodo dicec. lib. iii. c. 9, n. 7. ^ Rened. xiv. I.e.
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but we still find in 1736 a great many laymen of distinction

present at the great Maronite Council which was held by
Simon Assemani as papal legate.^ At many synods the laity

present signed the acts
;
but at others, and these by far the

most numerous, they did not sign. At the Maronite Council

just mentioned, and at the second of Orange, they did sign.

It is clear from the passage already adduced, referring to the

Synod of Epaon, that these lajrmen were admitted only as

witnesses and advisers, or as complainants. It is remarkable

that the laity who were present at Orange signed with the

very same formula as the bishops,
—

namely, consentiens sub-

scripsi ; whilst in other cases the bishops made use of the

words definiens siCbscrijpsi; and the priests, deacons, and lajmaen

simply used the word subscripsi. As was natural, the position

of the laity at the concilia mixta was different : from the very
character of these, it followed that temporal princes appeared
as fully qualified members, side by side with the prelates of

the Church.2

13. Among the laity whom we find at synods, the Emperors
and Kings are prominent. After the Eoman Emperors em-

braced Christianity, they, either personally or by their repre-

sentatives and commissaries, attended the great synods, and

particularly those which were oecumenical. Thus, Constantino

the Great was personally present at the first (Ecumenical

Council f Theodosius ii. sent his representatives to the third,

and the Emperor Marcian sent his to the fourth
;
and besides,

at a later period, he was personally present, with his wife

Pulcheria, at the sixth session of this Council of Chalcedon.*

So the Emperor Constantine Pogonatus attended at the sixth

(Ecumenical Council
;

^
at the seventh, on the other hand,

Irene and her son Constantine Porphyrogenitus were present

only by deputies ;
whilst at the eighth the Emperor Basil

the Macedonian took part, sometimes personally and some

times by representatives.^ Only in the case of the second

and fifth (Ecumenical Synods we find neither the Emperors
nor their representatives present ;

but the Emperors (Theo-

^ Bened. xiv. I.e. n. 5. ^ See above, p. 5.
» Euseb. Vita Const, iii. 10.

* Hard. i. 1346, ii. 53, 463.
« Hard. iii. 1055. • Hard. iv. 34, 534, 745, v. 764, 823, 896.
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dosius the Great and Justinian) were at the time present in

the city of Constantinople, where those councils were held,

and in constant communication with the Synod.

It was, as we perceive, simply at the oecumenical synods

that the Emperors were present. To this fact Pope Nicholas

I. expressly appeals in his letter to the Emperor Michael, A.D.

865,^ and infers from it that all other synods ought to be

held without the presence of the Emperor or his representa-

tives. In agreement with this Pope, a few years later the

eighth (Ecumenical Council declared, that it was false to

maintain that no synod should be held without the presence

of the Emperor; that, on the contrary, the Emperors had

been present only at the oecumenical councils
; and, moreover,

that it was not proper for temporal princes to be present at

provincial synods, etc., for the condemnation of the clergy.^

They might have added, that so early as the fourth century
the bishops complained loudly when Constantino the Great

sent an imperial commissioner to the Synod of T}Te in 335.^

In the West, on the contrary, the Kings were present even

at national synods. Thus, Sisenand, the Spanish King of the

West Goths, was present at the fourth Council of Toledo in

the year 633, and King Chintilan at the fifth of Toledo in

638;* Charles the Great at the Council of Frankfurt in

794,^ and two Anglo-Saxon Kings at the Collatio Fharensis,

abeady mentioned, in 664. We find royal commissaries at

the eighth and ninth Synods of Toledo in 653 and 655.^

In later times the opinion gradually gained ground, that

princes had a right to be present, either personally or by

representatives, only at the oecumenical councils. Thus we
find King Philip le Bel of France at the fifteenth (Ecumenical

Synod at Vienne in 1311, the Emperor Sigismund at the

Council of Constance, and the representatives {oratores) of

several princes at the last (Ecumenical Synod at Trent.

Pius rv. and Pius v. forbid the presence of a royal commissary
at the Provincial Sjoiod of Toledo

;
but the prohibition came

too late. When, however, a second Provincial Synod was

^ Hard. v. 158
;
and in the Corp. jur. can. c. 4, diss. 96.

* Hard. v. 907, 1103. ^ Atlianas. Apolog. contra Arian. n. 8.

* Hard. iii. 578, 597. ^ Hard. iv. 882. • Hard. iii. 968, 978.
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held at Toledo in 1582, in the presence of a royal commissary,

Eome, i.e. the Congregatio Concilii, delayed the confirmation

of the decrees until the name of the commissary was erased

from the acts of the Synod. The Archbishop of Toledo, Car-

dinal Quiroga, maintained that such commissaries had been

present at the ancient Spanish synods; but Eome held fast by
the principle, that except in oecumenical synods, uli agitur

de fide, reformatione, et jpace (which treated of faith, reforma-

tion, and peace), no commissaries of princes had a right to be

present.^ At the later oecumenical synods, this presence of

princes or of their representatives beyond all doubt had no

other significance than to ensure protection to the synods, to

increase their authority, and to bring before them the special

wishes of the different states and countries. The celebrated

Cardinal D'Ailly long ago expressed this judgment clearly ;

^

and, as a matter of fact, there was never conceded to a prince

or his orator the right to vote, unless he was also a bishop.

In reference to the most ancient oecumenical synods, it has

even been maintained that the Emperors were their presidents;

and this leads us to the further question of the 'presidency of

the synods.

Sec. 5. The Presidency of Councils.

As the presidency of a diocesan synod belongs to the

bishop, of a provincial synod to the metropolitan, of a

national to the primate or patriarch, so, in the nature of the

case, the presidency of an oecumenical council belongs to the

supreme ruler of the whole Church—to the Pope ;
and this

is so clear, that the most violent partisans of the episcopal

system, who assign to the Pope only a primacy of honour

{;primatus honoris), yet do not in the least impugn his right

to preside at oecumenical synods.^ The Pope may, however,

exercise this presidency in person, or he may be represented,

as has frequently been the case, by his legates. Against this

^ Benedict xiv. De Synodo dicec. lib. iii. c. 9, n. 6.

2 Benedict xiv. I.e. n. 1.

^ It is unnecessary to remark that all this is simply a part of the Eoman

system, even as understood by Liberals more advanced than Dr. Hefele. In

a mere translation it would be useless frequently even to point out, much more

to discuss, such questions.
—Ed.
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papal right of presidency at cecumenical sjmods the Eeformers

brought forward the objection, that the history of the Church

showed clearly that the Emperors had presided at some of

the first eight councils. There was, indeed, no difficulty in

bringing forward proof in support of their assertion, since

Pope Stephen v. himself writes that the Emperor Constantine

presided at the first Council of Mc?ea,^ and the ancient acts of

the synods frequently refer to a presidency of the Emperor or

his representatives. But all such objections, however dangerous

they may at first seem to be to our position, lose their power
when we come to consider more closely the state of things in

connection with the ancient councils, and are willing to dis-

cuss the matter impartially.

Let us begin with the eighth OEcumenical Synod, as th.e

last of those which here come into question
—that is to say,

the last of the Oriental Synods—and from this ascend back to

the first.

1. Pope Hadrian ii. sent his legates to the eighth (Ecumenical

Synod, on the express written condition, addressed to the

Emperor Basil, that they should preside.^ The legates, Donatus

Bishop of Ostia, Stephen Bishop of ISTepesina, and Marinus a

deacon of Rome, read this letter before the Synod, without the

slightest objection being brought forward. On the contrary,

their names were always placed first in the minutes; the

duration of the sessions was decided by them
;
and they gave

permission for addresses, for the reading of the acts of the

Synod, and for the introduction of other members of the

Synod ;
and appointed the questions for discussion.^ In short,

they appear in the first five sessions without dispute as the

presidents of the Synod. At the sixth and following sessions

the Emperor Basil was present, with his sons Constantine and

Leo; and he obtained the presidency, as the acts relate.*

But these acts clearly distinguish the Emperor and his sons

from the Synod ; for, after naming them, they add,
" the holy

and oecumenical Synod agreeing" (conveniente sancta ac uni-

versali synodo). Thus we perceive that the Emperor and

his sons are not reckoned , among the members of the S}Tiod,

1 Hard. v. 1119. ^ Hard. v. 768, 1030.
» Hard. v. 781, 782, 783, 785, 786 ss. « Hard. v. 823, 838, 896, 1098.



INTRODUCTIOX. 29

^vliilst the papal legates are constantly placed first among the

members. It is the legates, too, who in these later sessions

decide the subjects which shall be brought forward:^ they
also are the first who sign the acts of the Synod, and that

expressly as presidents (prcesidentes) ;
whilst the Emperor gave

a clear proof that he did not regard himself as the real presi-

dent, by wishing to sign them after all the bishops. The

papal legates, on the other hand, entreated him to place his

own and his sons' names at the top ;
but he decidedly refused

this, and at last consented to sign after the representatives

of the Pope and the Oriental bishops, and before the other

bishops.^ In perfect agreement with this. Pope Hadrian ii,

in his letter to the Emperor, commended him for having been

present at this Synod, not as judge {judex), but as witness

and protector (conscius et dbsecundator)^ Still less than the

Emperors themselves had the imperial commissaries who were

present at synods a right of presidency, since their names were

placed, in all minutes of the sessions, immediately after the

representatives of the patriarchs, but before the other bishops,*

and they did not subscribe the acts at all. On the other hand, it

may be said that the patriarchs of the East—Ignatius of Con-

stantinople, and the representatives of the others—in some

measure participated in the presidency, since they are always
named along with the Eoman legates, and are carefully dis-

tinguished from the other metropolitans and bishops. They
form, together with the Ptoman legates, so to speak, the board

of direction, deciding in common with them the order of the

business,^ regulating with them the rule of admission to the

synod. They subscribe, like the legates, before the Emperor,
and are named in the minutes and in the separate sessions

before the imperial commissaries. But, all this being granted,

the papal legates still take undeniably the first place, inas-

much as they are always the first named, and first subscribe

the acts of the Synod, and, what is particularly to be observed,

at the last subscription make use of the formula,
"
presiding

over this holy and oecumenical synod
"

Qiuic sanctce et univer-

synodo jprcesidens) ;
whilst Ignatius of Constantinople and

1 Hard. v. 898, 912. ^ Hard. v. 921-923, 1106. 3 Hard. v. 939 A.
* Hard. v. 764, 782, 788 ss.

« Hard. v. 898 D, 912 C.
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the representatives of the other patriarchs claim no presidency,

but subscribe simply with the words,
" As receiving this holy

and oecumenical synod, and agreeing with all things which it

has decided, and which are written here, and as defining them,

I subscribe" {sanctam hanc et universalem synodum sicscipiens,

et omnibus quce ah ea judicata et scripta sunt concordans, et

definiens siibscripsi). Moreover, as we find a remarkable dif-

ference between them and the papal legates, so there is also,

on the other side, a considerable difference between their

signature and that of the other bishops. The latter, like the

Emperor, have simply used the words, suscipiens subscripsi,

without the addition of definiens, by which the wtum decisivum

was usually indicated.-^

2. At all the sessions of the seventh (Ecumenical Synod,
the papal legates, the Archpresbyter Peter and the Abbot

Peter, came first
;

after them Tarasius Archbishop of Con-

stantinople, and the representatives of the other patriarchs ;

next to them the other bishops ; and, last of all, the imperial
commissaries.^ The decrees were signed in the same order,

only that the imperial commissaries took no part in the sub-

scription.^ The Empress Irene and her son were present at

the eighth and last session of the Council as honorary presi-

dents, and signed the decrees of the first seven sessions, which

had been already signed by the bishops.* According to a

Latin translation of the acts of this Synod, it was only the

papal legates, the Bishop of Constantinople, and the repre-

sentatives of the other Eastern patriarchs, who on this occasion

made use of the word definiens in subscribing the decrees, just

as at the eighth Council
;

^ but the Greek version of the acts

has the word o/jtW? in connection with the signature of the

other bishops.^ Besides, we must not omit to state that, not-

withstanding the presidency of the papal legates, Tarasius

Archbishop of Constantinople had the real management of

the business at this Synod.^

3. At the sixth QEcumenical Synod the Emperor Constan-

1 Hard. v. 923. ^ jjard. iv. 28 ss.
^ Hard. iv. 455 ss., 748.

* Hard. iv. 483. 486. ^ Hard. iv. 748 sq.
« Hard. iv. 457 sq.

7 Compare the author's essay on the second Council of Nicsea, in the Freiburg

Kirchoilexicon, Bd. vii. S. 563.

I
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tine Pogonatus was present in person, together with several

high officials of the state. The minutes of the sessions name
him as president, and give the names of his officials imme-

diately after his own. They next proceed to the enumeration

of the proper members of the Synod, with the formula,
"
the

holy and oecumenical Synod being assembled" (avvek6ovari<^

he KoX tt}? a7ta9 Koi olKovfieviKrj^; avvoBov),
—

thereby distin-

guishing, as in the case already mentioned, the Emperor and

his officials from the Synod proper; and name as its first

members the papal legates, the priests Theodore and George,
and the deacon John.-^ So these legates are the first to sub-

scribe the acts of the Council; and the Emperor signed at

the end, after all the bishops, and, as is expressly stated, to

give more authority to the decrees of the Synod, and to con-

firm them with the formula,
"We have read and consented

"

(legimus et consensimus)? He thus made a distinction between

himself and the Synod proper ;
whilst it cannot, however, be

denied that the Emperor and his plenipotentiaries often con-

ducted the business of the Synod.^

4. At the fifth (Ecumenical Council, as has been already

pointed out,* neither the Emperor (Justinian) nor yet the Pope
or his legate was present. It was Eutychius, the Archbishop
of Constantinople, who presided.^

5. The fourth (Ecumenical Council is of more importance
for the question now before us. So early as on the 24th of

June 451, Pope Leo the Great wrote to the Emperor Marcian

that he had named Paschasinus Bishop of Lilybseum as his

legate (prcedictum fratrem et coepiscopum meum vice mea synodo
convenit prcesidere).^ This legate, Paschasinus, in the name
of himself and his colleagues (for Leo associated with him two

other legates
—the Bishop Lucentius and the Priest Boniface),

at the third session of Chalcedon, issued the announcement

that Pope Leo had commanded them, insignificant as they

were, to preside in his place over this holy synod (nostram
1 Hard. iii. 1055, 1061, 1065, 1072. » Hard. iii. 1402, 1414, 1435.
' Hard. iii. 1059, 1063, 1066, 1070, 1303 A, 1307, 1326, 1327.
*
Pp. 13 and 25. = Hard. iii. 202.

6 Leonis Ep. 89, t. i. p. 1062, ed. Bailer. That Leo here asserted a right,

and did not merely prefer a petition for the presidency to the Emperor, has

been shown by Peter de Marca, De concord, sacerdotii et imp. lib. v. 6.
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parvitatem huic sando concilio pro se prcesidere prcecepit) ;

^ and

soon after. Pope Leo wrote to the bishops of Gaul, speaking of

his legates, in the following terms: " My brothers who pre-

sided in my stead over the Eastern S3mod
"

(Fratres mei, qui
vice mea orientali synodo prcesederunt)? Pope Vigilius after-

wards asserted the same, when, in a circular letter addressed

to the whole Church, he says,
"
over which our predecessor of

holy memory. Pope Leo, presided by his legates and vicars"

{cui sanctce recordationis decessor noster pajm Leo per legatos suos

mcariosque prcesedit)^ Of stiU greater importance is it that

the Council of Chalcedon itself, in its synodal letter to Pope
Leo, expressly says, oiv {i.e. the assembled bishops) gv /xev co?

Ke(j}aXrj [lekodv r}<y6/JL6veve<; iv toI^ ttjv a'qv rd^iv iTTe')(ovaL ;
that

is to say,
"
Thou, by thy representatives, hast taken the lead

among the members of the Synod, as the head among the

members of the body."
^ These testimonies—especially the

last—are of so much weight, that they would seem to leave

no room for doubt. And yet, on the other hand, it is a

matter of fact that imperial commissaries had the place of

honour at the Sjniod of Chalcedon, in the midst, before the

rails of the altar
;

^

they are the first named in the minutes
;

^

they took the votes, arranged the order of the business, closed

the sessions, and thus discharged those functions which belong
to the president of an assembly.^ In the sixth session the

Emperor Marcian was himself present, proposed the questions,

and conducted the business.^ In these acts the Emperor and

his commissaries also appear as the presidents, and the papal

legates only as first among the voters. How, then, can we
reconcile the contradiction which apparently exists between

these facts and the statements already made ? and how could

the Council of Chalcedon say that, by sending his legates, the

Pope had taken the lead among the members of the Synod ?

The solution of the difficulty is to be found in the same

synodical letter written by the Pope to the Synod. It reads

1 Hard. ii. 310. ^ Lgonis Ep. 103, t. i. p. 1141, ed. Bailer.
3 Hard. iii. 5. * Leonis Ep. 98, t. i. p. 10S9, ed. Bailer.

5 Hard. ii. 66. « Hard. ii. 54, 274 ss.

' Hard. ii. 67, 70, 90, 94, 114, 271, 307.
« Hard. ii. 486 s.
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thus :

"
Faithful Emperors have used the presidency for the

better preservation of order" (/9ao-fc\6t9 Se ttlo-toc tt^o? e^-

Koa-fjblav i^rjpX^^)'^ ^^ ^^^^> ^^^^ presidency which was

granted to the imperial commissaries referred only to the

outward workinoj—to the material conductinoj of the business

of the synod. They were not connected with the internal

work, and left the decisions of the synods without interfer-

ence, gave no vote in the determination of questions con-

cerning the faith, and repeatedly distinguished between

themselves and the council.^ The acts of Chalcedon also

show the same distinction. After having mentioned the

imperial commissaries, they add these words,
"
the holy Synod

assembled,"^ etc. We may add also, that neither the Emperor
nor his commissaries signed the acts of the Council of Chal-

cedon : it was the Pope's legate who always signed first, and

repeatedly added to his name, even when the Emperor was

present, the title of synodo prcesidens.^

We are thus gradually able to explain the double relations

existing between the papal legates and the imperial com-

missaries, quite analogous to that expressed in the words of

Constantino the Great :

" And I am a bishop. You are bishops
for the interior business of the Church" {roiv etcrco rrj^

€Kfc\r)crLa<;) ;

"
I am the bishop chosen by God to conduct the

exterior business of the Church" (ijo) Se rcov e'/cro? viro

Oeov KaOearafxevo^).^ The official conduct of business, so

to speak, the direction twv e^co as well as the seat of honour,

was reserved for the imperial commissaries. The Pope's legates,

although only having the first place among the voters, had

the presidency, Kara ra eXaw, of the synod, that is, of the

assembly of the bishops in speeie; and when the imperial

commissaries were absent, as was the case during the third

session, they had also the direction of the business.^

6. The Emperor Theodosius ii. nominated the Comes Can-

didian as his representative at the third (Ecumenical Council,

held at Ephesus in 431. In a letter addressed to the as-

sembled fathers, the Emperor himself clearly determined the

1 Bailer, t. i. p. 1089. * Hard. ii. 634. 3 Hard. ii. 58.

< Hard. ii. 467, 366. " Euseb. Vita Const, lib. iv. c. 24.

• Hard. ii. 310 ss.
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situation of Candidian towards the Council. He says :

"
I

have sent Candidian to your Synod as Comes sacrorum domesti-

eorum; but he is to take no part in discussions on doctrine,

since it is not allowable to any one, unless enrolled among
the most holy bishops, to intermeddle in ecclesiastical dis-

cussions
"

{aOefJLiTOV yap, tov
/jltj

rod KaraXcyov rcov dyLcordreov

iiriaKoircDV Tvy^dvovra toU iKKkrjaiadTLKol^ aKejJL/jLaacv . . .

iTTLfMLyvvaOai),

The Emperor then positively indicates what were to be the

duties of Candidian ; namely, that he was to send away the

laity and the monks, if they repaired in too great numbers

to Ephesus; he was to provide for the tranquillity of the

city and the safety of the Synod ;
he was to take care that

differences of opinion that might arise between the members
of the Synod should not degenerate into passionate contro-

versies, but that each might express his opinion without fear

or hindrance, in order that, whether after quiet or noisy dis-

cussions upon each point, the bishops might arrive at a unani-

mous decision. Finally, he was to prevent any one from

leaving the Synod without cause, and also to see that no other

theological discussion should be entered into than that which

had occasioned the assembling of the Synod, or that no private

business should be brought up or discussed."^

Pope Celestine l. on his side had appointed the two bishops
Arcadius and Projectus, together with the priest Philippus, as

his legates, and had instructed them to act according to the

advice of Cyril, and to maintain the prerogatives of the

Apostolic See.^ The Pope had before nominated Cyril as his

representative in the Nestorian matter, and in his letter of

10th of August 430^ he invested him with full apostolic

power. It is known that from the beginning Candidian

showed himself very partial to the friends of Nestorius, and

tried to postpone the opening of the Council. When, how-

ever, Cyril held the first sitting on the 24th June 431, the

Count was not present, and so his name does not appear in the

minutes. On the contrary, at the head of the list of the bishops

present is found the name of Cyril, with this significant ob-

servation,
"
that he took the place of Celestine, the most holy

1 Hard. L 1346 sq.
» Hard. i. 1347, 1473. ^ Hard. i. 1323.
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Arcli"bisliop of Rome." ^

Cj^ril also directed the order of the

business, either in person, as when he explained the chief

object of the deliberations,^ or else through Peter, one of his

priests, whom he made primicerius notariorum.^ Cyril was

also the first to sign the acts of the first session, and the sen-

tence of deposition pronounced against Nestorius.*

In consequence of this deposition. Count Candidian be-

came the open opponent of the Sjmod, and the protector of

the party of Antioch, who held an unlawful council of their

own under John of Antioch. Cyril notwithstanding fixed the

10th July 431 for the second session, and he presided ;
and

the minutes mention him again as the representative of Eome.^

The other papal legates, who had not arrived in time for the

first, were present at this second session; and they shared the

presidency with Cyril, who continued to be called in the

accounts the representative of the Pope.^ Cyril was the first

to sign ;
after him came the legate Arcadius

;
then Juvenal of

Jerusalem
; next, the second legate Projectus ;

then came

Flavian bishop of Philippi ;
and after him the third legate, the

priest Philip.^ All the ancient documents are unanimous in

affirming that Cyril presided over the Council in the name of

Pope Celestine. Evagrius
^

says the same
;

so Pope Vigilius

in the profession of faith which he signed ;

^ and Mansuetus

Bishop of Milan, in his letter to the Emperor Constantine

Pogonatus.-^^ In other documents Pope Celestine and Cyril

are indiscriminately called presidents of the third OEcumenical

Council
;
the acts of the fourth

^^
assert this several times, as

well as the Emperor Marcian,^^ and in the fifth century the

Armenian bishops in their letter to the Emperor Leo.^^

7. When we pass on to the second CEcumenical Council, it

is perfectly well known and allowed that it was not presided

over either by the Pope Damasus or his legate ; for, as has been

already said, this Council was not at first considered oecumeni-

cal, but only a general council of the Eastern Church. The

1 Hard. i. 1353. « Hard. i. 1422. 3 Hard. i. 1355, 1419.
* Hard. i. 1423. » Hard. i. 1466. 6 Hard. i. 1486, 1510.
7 Hard. i. 1527. 8 jjist. Eccl. i. 4. » Hard. iii. 10.

1^ Hard. iii. 1052. " Hard. i. 402, 451. " Hard. ii. 671.
13 Hard. ii. 742.
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first sessions were presided over by Meletius Archbisliop of

Antioch, who was the chief of all the bishops present, as the

Archbishop of Alexandria had not arrived at the beginning.

After the death of Meletius, which happened soon after the

opening of the Council, it was not the Archbishop of Alex-

andria, but the Archbishop of Constantinople, Gregory of

^N'azianzus, who was the president, and after his resignation

his successor !N'ectarius. This took place through the deci-

sion of the Council, which in its third session had assigned to

the Bishop of new Eome—that is, Constantinople
—the prece-

dency immediately after the Bishop of old Eome.

8. The solution of the question respecting the presidency
of the first CEcumenical Council is not without difficulty ;

and

the greatest acumen has been displayed, and the most venture-

some conjectures have been made, in order to prove that in the

first Council, at any rate, the Pope was not the president.

They have endeavoured to prove that the presidency belonged
to the Emperor, who in a solemn discourse opened the series

of the principal sessions, and took part in them, seated in the

place of honour. But Eusebius, who was an eye-witness of the

Council, and pays the greatest possible respect to the Emperor,

says most explicitly :

" After that (meaning after the opening
discourse by the Emperor) the Emperor made way for the

^presidents of the Synod'^ (irapeBlBov rov \6jov tol<; t^?
a-vvoBov TTpoiBpoifi)} These words prove that Constantine

was simply the honorary president, as the Emperor Marcian

was subsequently in the sixth session of the Council of

Chalcedon
;

^
and, as a matter of course, he left to the eccle-

siastical presidents the conducting of the theological discus-

sions. In addition to the testimony of the eye-witness

Eusebius, we have to the same effect the following documents :—
(a.) The acts of the Council of Mcaea, as far as they exist,

contain the signatures of the bishops, but not that of the

Emperor.^ And if that is true which the Emperor Basil the

Macedonian said at the eighth CEcumenical Council, that
*'
Constantine the Great had signed at Mcsea after all the

* Eiiseb. Vita Const. 1. iii. c. 13. ^ See above, p. 32.
^ Hard. i. 311

; Mansi, Collect, Condi, ii. 692 sqq. We shall give furtlier

details upon tMs subject in the history of the Council of Nicaea.
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"bisliops,"-^ this proves conclusively that Constantine did not

consider himself as the president proper of the Council.

(&.) Besides, the Emperor was not present in person at the

commencement of the Synod. It must, however, have had its

presidents before the Emperor arrived
;
and a short sentence

in Eusebius alludes to these presidents : irapeSlSov . . . rot?

irpoiBpoL';; that is,
" He left the management of the continua-

tion with those who had before presided." (c.) When several

complaints of the bishops against each other were presented to

him, the Emperor had them all burnt, and declared that it was

not becoming for him to give judgment upon priests.^ (d.) We
will finally recall these words of the Emperor already quoted,

that he was the bishop of the outward circumstances of the

Church
;
words which entirely agree with the position in the

Council of Mcoea which we have assigned to him.

TVJio was, then, really the president of the Synod ? Some
have tried to solve the question by considering as president

that bishop who was seated first at the right hand of the

Emperor, and saluted him with a discourse when he entered

the Synod.^ But here arise two observations : first, from the

Greek word TrpoiBpot^ it would appear that there w^ere

several presidents ;
and besides, it is not positively known who

addressed the discourse to the Emperor. According to the title

of the eleventh chapter of the third book of the Life of Con-

stantine by Eusebius, and according to Sozomen,* it was Euse-

bius of Csesarea, the historian, himself
;
but as he was not a

bishop of any apostolic or patriarchal see, he could not possibly

have had the office of president. We cannot say either with

the Magdeburg Centuriators, that Eusebius was president be-

cause he was seated first on the right side
;
for the president

sat in the middle, and not at one side
;
and those patriarchs

who were present at the Council (we use this term although it

had not begun to be employed at this period), or their repre-

sentatives, were probably seated together in the middle, by the

side of the Emperor, whilst Eusebius was only the first of the

metropolitans seated on the right side. It is different with

1 Hard. v. 921-923, 1106. See above.
2 Sozora. Hist Eccl. i. 71.

3 Euseb. Vita Const, iii. 11. * Hist Eccl. i. 19.
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Eustathius Arclibisliop of Antiocli, who, according to Theo-

doret/ pronounced the speech in question which was addressed

to the Emperor. He was one of the great patriarchs ;
and one

of his successors, John Archbishop of Antioch, in a letter to

Proclus, calls him the
"

first of the Nicene Fathers." The

Chronicle of Mcephorus expresses itself in the same way
about him.^ He cannot, however, be considered as the only

president of the Council of Mcsea
;

for we must regard the

expression of Eusebius, which is in the plural (tol<; TrpoiBpois;) ;

and, besides, it must not be forgotten that the Patriarch of

Alexandria ranked higher than the Patriarch of Antioch. To

which, thirdly, it must be added, that the Nicene Council

itself, in its letter to the Church of Alexandria,^ says :

" Your

bishop will give you fuller explanation of the sjoiodical

decrees
;
for he has been a leader {Kvpio<;) and participator

{kolv(ov6<;) in all that has been done." These words seem to

give a reason for the theory of Schrockh
* and others, that

Alexander and Eustathius were both presidents, and that

they are intended by Eusebius when he speaks of the

irpoeEpoL.^ But apart from the fact that the word Kvpf,o<;

is here used only as an expression of politeness, and de-

signates perhaps merely a very influential member of the

Synod, and not the president, there is this against the theory
of Schrockh, which is expressly asserted by Gelasius of

Cyzicus, who wrote a history of the Council of Nicaea in

the fifth century :

" And Hosius was the representative of

the Bishop of Eome
;
and he was present at the Council of

Nicsea, with the two Eoman priests Vitus and Vincentius."
^

The importance of this testimony has been recognised by all ;

therefore every means has been tried to undermine it. Gela-

sius, it is said, writes these words in the middle of a long

passage which he borrowed from Eusebius
;
and he represents

the matter as if he had taken these words also from the

1 Hist. Ecd. i. 7.

2
Tillemont, Mimoires pour servir a Vhist ecd. vi. 272 b, Bnix. 1732.

3 Of. Socrat. i. 9.
"*

Schrbckh, KircJiengescJiichte, Tlil. v. S. 335.
5 The Bishops of Jerusalem and Constantinople cannot be referred to here

;

for it was only subsequently that they were raised to the dignity of patriarchs.
^
Gelasius, Volumen actorum Condi. Nic. ii. 6

; Mansi, ii. 806
; Hard, i,

875.



INTEODUCTION.
'

39

same historian. Now they are not to be found in Eusebius
;

therefore they have no historical value. But it must be

remarked, that Gelasius does not copy servilely from Euse-

bius
;
but in different places he gives details which are not

in that author, and which he had learned from other sources.

Thus, after the passage concerning Hosius, he inserts some

additional information about the Bishop of Byzantium. A
little further on in the same chapter, he changes the number

of two hundred and fifty bishops, given by Eusebius, into
" three hundred and more," and that without giving the

least indication that he is repeating literally the words of

Eusebius. We are therefore brought to believe that Gelasius

has acted in the same way as to Hosius in this passage,

by introducing the information derived from another source

into the passage taken from Eusebius, and not at all from

having misunderstood Eusebius.

When Baronius and several other Catholic ecclesiastical his-

torians assign to the papal legate Hosius the honour of the

presidency, they are supported by several authorities for this

opinion besides Gelasius. Thus, S. Athanasius, in his Apo-

logia de fuga^ thvLS expresses himself about Hosius: nroia'i

ryap ov KadijyijaaTo ; that is to say,
" Of what synod was

he not president ?" Theodoret speaks just in the same way :^

ITota? yap ov^ Tjyrja-aTo avvoBov. Socrates,^ in giving*

the list of the principal members of the Council of Mcsea,
writes it in the following order :

"
Hosius, Bishop of Cor-

dova
;

Vitus and Vincentius, priests of Eome
; Alexander,

Bishop of Alexandria
; Eustathius, Bishop of Antioch

;
Ma-

carius. Bishop of Jerusalem." We see that he follows the

order of rank : he would therefore never have placed the

Spanish bishop, Hosius, before the great patriarchs of the

East, if he had not been the representative of the Pope.*

1 B. 5, Athanasii Opera, ed. Patav. 1777, i. 256.
2 HisL Ecd. ii. 15. M. 13.

* It may be objected that Socrates also mentions, after Macarius Bishop of

Jerusalem, Arpocration Bishop of Cynopolis (in Egypt), although this episco-

pal see had no such high rank. But, as has been remarked by the Balierini,

Socrates simply intended to give a list of the patriarchs, or their representa-

tives, according to rank. As for the other bishops, he contented himself with

mentioning one only as antesignanus reliqui, and he took the first name in
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An examination of the signatures of the Council of Nic?ea

leads us again to the same conclusion. It is true that there

are many variations to be found in these signatures, if several

manuscripts are consulted, and that these manuscripts are

often faulty and defective, as Tillemont^ has conclusively

shown
;
but in spite of these defects, it is a very significant

fact, that in every copy, without one exception, Hosius and

the two Eoman priests sign the first, and after them Alexan-

der Patriarch of Alexandria signs. On this subject the two

lists of signatures given by Mansi ^

may be consulted, as well

as the two others given by Gelasius : in these latter Hosius

expressly signs in the name of the Church of Eome, of the

Churches of Italy, of Spain, and of the West
;
the two Eoman

priests appear only as his attendants. In Mansi's two lists,

it is true, nothing indicates that Hosius acted in the Pope's

name, whilst we are informed that the two Eoman priests

did so. But this is not so surprising as it might at first

sight appear, for these Eoman priests had no right to sign

for themselves : it was therefore necessary for them to say in

whose name they did so
;
whilst it was not necessary for Hosius,

who as a bishop had a right of his own.

Schrockh^ says that Hosius had his distinguished posi-

tion on account of his great influence with the Emperor ;
but

this reasoning is very feeble. The bishops did not sign

according as they were more or less in favour with Constan-

tine. If such order had been followed, Eusebius of Csesarea

would have been among the first. It is highly important to

remark the order in which the signatures of the Council were

given. The study of the lists proves that they followed the

order of provinces : the metropolitan signed first, and after

his list after the Bishop of Alexandria. Cf. Bailer, de Antiq. Collect, etc., in

Gallandi, de vetustis Canonum Collectionibus, i. 256.
1

I.e. p. 355.
2

ii. 692, 697. See also Mansi, ii. 882, 927. What has been said above

also shows that Socrates consulted a similar list, in which Hosius and the

Eoman priests were the first to sign. These lists, especially the larger ones,

which are generally translated into Latin (Mansi, ii. 882 sq.), contain, it is

true, several inaccuracies in detail, but they are most certainly authentic on

the whole. Cf. Bailer. I.e. p. 254 sq.
3
Schrbckh, Kirchengesch. Thl. v. S. 336.
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him the suffragans ;
the metropolitan of another province

followed, and then his suffragan bishops, etc. The enumera-

tion of the proyinces themselves was in no particular order :

thus the province of Alexandria came first, then the Thebaid

and Libya, then Palestine and Phoenicia
;
not till after that

the province of Antioch, etc. At the head of each group of

signatures was always written the name of the ecclesiastical

province to which they belonged ;
and this is omitted only

in the case of Hosius and the two Eoman priests. They

signed first, and without naming a diocese. It will perhaps
be objected, that as the Synod was chiefly composed of Greek

bishops, they allowed the Westerns to sign first out of con-

sideration for them
;
but this supposition is inadmissible, for

at the end of the lists of the signatures of the Cou.ncil are

found the names of the representatives of two ecclesiastical

provinces of the Latin Church. Since Gaul and Africa are

placed at the end, they would certainly have been united to

the province of Spain, if Hosius had represented that pro-

vince only, and had not attended in a higher capacity. To-

gether with the two Eoman priests, he represented no particular

church, but was the president of the whole Synod : therefore

the name of no province was added to his signature,
—a fresh

proof that we must recognise in him and his two colleagues

the TrpoeSpof. spoken of by Eusebius. The analogy of the

other oecumenical councils also brings us to the same conclu-

sion
; particularly that of the Council of Ephesus, in which

Cyril of Alexandria, an otherwise distinguished bishop, who
held the office of papal legate, like Hosius at Mcsea, signed

first, before all the other legates who came from Italy.

It would be superfluous, in the consideration of the ques-
tion which is now occupying us, to speak of the oecumenical

councils held subsequently to these eight first, since no one

doubts that these more recent councils were presided over

either by the Pope or his legates. We will therefore conclude

the discussion of this point with the remark, that if in some

national councils the Emperor or Kings were presidents,^ it was

either an honorary presidency only, or else they were mixed

* Thus Charles the Great at the Synod of Frankfurt in 794, and King Genulf

at that of Becanceld in England in 799. Cf. Hard. iv. 882 E, 925 C.
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councils assembled for State business as well as for that of

the Church.

The Eobber-Synod of Ephesus, which was held in 449,

departed from the rule of all the oecumenical councils in the

matter of the presidency ;
and it is well to mention this

Synod, because at first it was regarded as an oecumenical

council. We have before said that the presidency of it was

refused to the Pope's legates ;
and by order of the Emperor

Theodosius ii., who had been deceived, it was bestowed upon
Dioscurus of Alexandria.-^ But the sensation produced by
this unusual measure, and the reasons given at Chalcedon by
the papal legates for declaring this Synod of Ephesus to be

invalid, indisputably prove that we may here apply the well-

known axiom, exceptio firmat regulam.

Sec. 6. Confirmation of the Decrees of the Councils.

The decrees of the ancient oecumenical councils were con-

firmed by the Emperors and by the Popes ;
those of the later

councils by the Popes alone. On the subject of the confir*.

mation of the Emperors we have the following facts :
—

1. Constantine the Great solemnly confirmed the Nicene

Creed immediately after it had been drawn up by the Council,

and he threatened such as would not subscribe it with exile.^

At the conclusion of the Synod he raised all the decrees of

the assembly to the position of laws of the empire ;
declared

them to be divinely inspired ;
and in several edicts still par-

tially extant, he required that they should be most faithfully

observed by all his subjects.^

2. The second (Ecumenical Council expressly asked for the

confirmation of the Emperor Theodosius the Great,* and he

responded to the wishes of the assembly by an edict dated the

30 th July 381."

3. The case of the third CEcumenical Council, which was

held at Ephesus, was peculiar. The Emperor Theodosius ii.

1 Hard. ii. 80. « Eufin. Hist Ecd. i. 5
;
Socrat. Hist. Eccl. i. 9.

^ Euseb. Vita Const, iii. 17-19
;

Socrat. i. 9
;

Gelasii Volumen actorum

Concilii Nic. lib. ii. c. 36
;
in Hard. i. 445 sqq. ; Mansi, ii. 919.

* Hard. i. 807.
s Cod. Theodos. i. 3 ; de Fide Cath. vi. 9. See also Yalesius' notes t(

Socrates, v. 8.
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had first "been on the heretical side, but he was brought to

acknowledge by degrees that the orthodox part of the bishops

assembled at Ephesus formed the true Synod.^ However, he

did not in a general way give his confirmation to the decrees

of the Council, because he would not approve of the deposition

and exclusion pronounced by the Council against the bishops

of the party of Antioch.^ Subsequently, however, when Cyril

and John of Antioch were reconciled, and when the party of

Antioch itself had acknowledged the Council of Ephesus,
the Emperor sanctioned this reconciliation by a special decree,

threatened all who should disturb the peace ;
and by exiling

Nestorius, and by commanding all the Nestorian writings to

be burnt, he confirmed the principal decision given by the

Council of Ephesus.^

4. The Emperor Marcian consented to the doctrinal de-

crees of the fourth (Ecumenical Council, held at Chalcedon,

by publishing four edicts on the 7th Eebruary, 13th March,
6th and 28th July 452.*

5. The close relations existing between the fifth QEcumenical

Council and the Emperor Justinian are well known. This

Council merely carried out and sanctioned what the Emperor
had before thought necessary and decided

;
and it bowed so

obsequiously to his wishes, that Pope VigiKus would have

nothing to do with it. The Emperor Justinian sanctioned

the decrees pronounced by the Council, by sending an ofiicial

to the seventh session, and he afterwards used every endeavour

to obtain the approbation of Pope Vigilius for this Council

6. The Emperor Constantino Pogonatus confirmed the de-

crees of the sixth Council, first by signing them^ (ultimo loco,

as we have seen) ;
but he sanctioned them also by a very

long edict which Hardouin has preserved.^

7. In the last session of the seventh (Ecumenical Council,

the Empress Irene, with her son, signed the decrees made in the

preceding sessions, and thus gave them the imperial sanction.^

It is not known whether she afterwards promulgated an

especial decree to the same effect.

1
Mansi, v. 255, 659

;
Hard. i. 1667. *

Mansi, iv. 1465.
3
Mansi, v. 255, 413, 920. * Hard. ii. 659, 662, 675 8.

» Hard. iii. 1435. ^ Hard. iii. 1446, 1633. 7 Hard. ii. 483-486.
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8. The Emperor Basil the Macedonian and his sons signed

the acts of the eighth (Ecumenical Council. His signature

followed that of the patriarchs, and preceded that of the

other bishops.^ In 870 he also published an especial edict,

making known his approval of the decrees of the Council.^

The papal confirmation of all these eight first oecumenical

councils is not so clear and distinct.

1. The signatures of the Pope's legates, Hosius, Vitus, and

Vincentius, subscribed to the acts of the Council before the

other bishops, must be regarded as a sanction from the See of

Eome to the decrees of Nicaea. Five documents, dating from

the fifth century, mention, besides, a solemn approval of the

acts of the Council of Mcaea, given by Pope Sylvester and a

Eoman synod of 275 bishops. It is granted that these docu-

ments are not authentic, as we shall show in the history of

the Council of Nicsea; but we nevertheless consider it very

probable that the Council of JSTicsea was recognised and ap-

proved by an especial act of Pope Sylvester, and not merely

by the signature of his legates, for the following reasons :
—

It is undeniable, as we shall presently see, that

a. The fourth OEcumenical Council looked upon the papal

confirmation as absolutely necessary for ensuring the validity

of the decrees of the Council
;
and there is no good ground for

maintaining that this was a new principle, and one which w^as

not known and recognised at the time of the Nicene Council.

p. Again, in 485, a synod, composed of above forty bishops

from different parts of Italy, was quite unanimous in assert-

ing, in opposition to the Greeks, that the three hundred and

eighteen bishops of Mcsea had -their decisions confirmed by
the authority of the holy Eoman Church {confirmationem rerum

atque auctoritatem sanctce Romance Ecclesice detulcrunt).^

y. Pope Julius I. in the same way declared, a few years

after the close of the Council of Mcsea, that ecclesiastical

decrees (the decisions of synods*) ought not to be published
without the consent of the Bishop of Eome, and that this is

a rule and a law of the Church.*

3. Dionysius the Less also maintained that the decisions of

^ See above, sec. 5.
* Hard. v. 935.

» Hard. ii. 856. * Sociat. Hist. Eccl. ii. 17.
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Î̂t is not improbable that it was the general opinion upon this

point which contributed to produce those spurious documents

which we possess.

2. When the Pope and the Western bishops heard the de-

crees of the Council of Constantinople, held in 381, subse-

sequently accepted as the second (Ecumenical Council, they

expressed in an Italian sjnod their disapproval of some of

the steps taken, although they had not then received the

acts of the Council.^ Soon after they had received the acts.

Pope Damasus gave his sanction to the Council This is the

account given by Photius.^ This approval, however, must

have related only to the Creed of Constantinople ;
for the

canons of this Council were rejected by Pope Leo the Great,

and subsequently, towards the year 600, still more explicitly

by Pope Gregory the Great* That the Creed of Constanti-

nople had, however, the approbation of the Apostolic See, is

shown by the fact that, in the fourth General Council held at

Chalcedon, the papal legates did not raise the least opposition

when this creed was quoted as an authority, whilst they pro-

tested most strongly when the canons of Constantinople were

appealed to. It was, in fact, on account of the creed having
been approved of by the Holy See, that afterwards, in the

sixth century, Popes Vigilius, Pelagius ii., and Gregory the

Great, formally declared that this Council was oecumenical,

although Gregory at the same time refused to acknowledge
the canons it had promulgated.

3. The third (Ecumenical Council was held in the time of

Pope Celestine, and its decisions were signed by his legates,

S. Cyril, Bishops Arcadius and Projectus, and the Priest

Philip.^ Besides this sanction, in the following year Ce-

lestine's successor. Pope Sixtus in., sanctioned this Council of

Ephesus in a more solemn manner, in several circular and

private letters, some of which have reached us.^

^ Coustant. Epistolce Pontif. Prcef. pp. Ixxxii. Ixxix.
;
Hard. i. 311.

^ Hard. i. 845. ' De Synodis, in Mansi, iii. 595.
*
Gregor. 0pp. torn. ii. lib. 1

; Epist. 25, p. 515
;
Leonis i. Eplst, 106 (SO),

ad Anatol. c. 2. See afterwards, in tlie history of tlie second (Ecumenical Council.
s Hard. i. 1527.
*
Mansi, v. 374 sq. ;

and Coustant. Eplst. Pontif. 1231 sq.
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4. The decisions of the fourth (Ecumenical Council, held at

Chalcedon, were not only signed by the papal legates present

at the Council, except the canons, and thus obtained a first

sanction from the Apostolic See
;
but the Council, at the con-

clusion of its sessions, sent aU the acts of the Synod to the

Pope, in order to obtain assent, approval, and confirmation for

them, as is expressly set forth in the letter written by the

Synod to the Pope with these acts. We there read : iraaav

v/jLLV Twv TreiTpay/jLevcov rrjv BvvafJLLV iyvcopLaafiLV et? avarao-Lv

TjfjLeTepav koI tmv Trap' rjfjLCJV ttcttpay/jievwv fie^accocnv re Kal

avyKardOeciv [We have made known to you the whole force

of the things which have been done, in proof of our efforts, and

in order to the approval and confirmation by you of what we
have done].-^ The Emperor Marcian, like the Council, requested

the Pope to sanction the decrees made at Constantinople in a

special epistle, which he said would then be read in all the

churches, that every one might know that the Pope approved
of the Synod.^ Finally, the Archbishop of Constantinople,

Anatolius, expressed himself in a similar way to the Pope. He

says :

" The whole force and confirmation of the acts has been

reserved for the authority of your Holiness" (Gestorum vis omnis

et confirmatio auctoritati Vestrce Beatitudinis fuerit reservata).^

However, Pope Leo confirmed only those articles of the

Council of Chalcedon which concerned the faith: he ex-

pressly rejected the twenty-eighth canon, which granted in-

admissible rights to the Bishop of Constantinople, without

taking into account the sixth canon of Mcaea.'* Leo pro-

nounced the same judgment in several letters addressed either

to the Emperor or to the Empress Pulcheria f and he charged
his nuncio at Constantinople, Julian Bishop of Cos, to an-

nounce to the Emperor that the sanction of the Holy See to

the Council of Chalcedon should be sent to all the bishops
of the empire.^

5. We have already seen^ that it was after a protracted
^
Ep. 89 of the collection of S. Leo's letters in the Ballerini edition, i.

1099. P. 292, ed. Lugd. 1770.
2
Up. 110 in the collection of S. Leo's letters, I.e. 1182 sq.

3
Ep. 132 in letters of S. Leo, i. 263 sq.

*
Ep. 114 in Ballerini, i. 1193 sq.

»
Ep. 115, 116. 6

Ep. 117. 7 P. 14.

I
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refusal that Pope Vigilius finally sanctioned the decrees of

the fifth CEcumenical Council. We have still two documents

which refer to this question,
—a decree sent to S. Eutychius

Bishop of Constantinople, and the constitutum of Tebruary

23, 554.^

6. The decisions of the sixth CEcumenical Council were

signed and accepted not only by the Pope's legates ; but, like the

Council of Chalcedon, this Synod also desired a special sanction

from the Pope, and asked for it in a letter written by the

Synod to the Pope, whom they name Caput Ecclesice, and his

see prima seeks Ecclesice oecumeniccB? The successor of Pope

Agatho, Leo IL, gave this sanction in letters addressed to tlie

Emperor and to the bishops of Spain,^ which still exist. It

is true that Baronius* has endeavoured to prove these letters

to be spurious, because they also mention the anathema pro-

nounced against Pope Honorius
;
but their authenticity can-

not be doubted on good grounds, and it has been successfully

maintained by others, particularly by Pagi, Dupin, Dom
Ceillier, Bower,^ and Natalis Alexander.^

7. As the Pope had co-operated in th« convocation of the

seventh CEcumenical Council, which was presided over by his

legates, so it was expressly sanctioned by Hadrian I., as he

says himseK in a letter to Charles the Great. His words are :

Et ideo ipsam suscepimus synodumJ However, the Pope would

not immediately send his sanction of the Council to the Em-

peror of Constantinople, who had asked it of him, because the

Emperor did not accede to two demands of the See of Eome
with respect to the jurisdiction of the Patriarchal See, and the

restitution of the property of the Church.^ Subsequently

Pope Hadrian confirmed the sanction which he gave to the

second Council of Nicsea, by having its acts translated into

Latin, sending them to th« Western bishops, and defending

1 Hard. iii. 213 sq., 218 sqq.
2 Hard. iii. 1632 E.

3 Hard. iii. 1469 sqq., 1729 sqq.
* Ad ann. 683, n. 13 sqq.

°
Pagi, Crit. in Annal. Baron, ad ann. 683, n. 7

; Dupin, Nouvelle Biblioth.y

etc., t. vi. p. 67, ed. Mons 1692
;
Remi Ceillier, Hist des auteurs sacris j

Bower, Hist, of the Pop€&, vol. iv. § 108,
« N. Alex. Hist. Eccl. saec. 7, t. 5, p. 515, ed. 1778.
7 Hard. iv. 819.
^ Hard. iv. 819.
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tliem against tlie attacks of the French bishops in the
"
Caroline Books."

^

8. Finally, the eighth OEcumenical Council had not merely
that kind of sanction which is involved in the signatures of

the Pope's legates at the end of its acts : it desired a more

solemn and express approbation/ and Hadrian ii. yielded to

this desire
;
and in his letter addressed to the Emperor/ he

sanctioned the dogmatic part of the decisions of the Synod,
but noted his dissatisfaction with respect to other points. The

fact that the Pope confirmed this Council is, moreover, made

clear by his subsequently having a Latin translation of its

acts made by the learned abbot and librarian Anastasius, and

by the fact that Anastasius without hesitation calls it an

OEcumenical Council in the preface addressed to the Pope
*
at

the commencement of his translation.

It would be superfluous to show that the Popes always
confirmed the oecumenical councils of later times

;
for it is

universally known that the influence of the Popes in all later

"Western councils has been greater, and that of the Emperor
less, than in the first eight councils. Popes have often pre-

sided in person over these more recent councils, and then

they could give their approbation orally. So it was in the

ninth, the tenth, and the eleventh OEcumenical Councils :^ it

was also the case in all the subsequent ones, except those of

Basle and Trent
;
but the latter asked for and obtained an

express confirmation from the Pope.^ Even in the middle

ages several distinguished canonists demonstrated with much

perspicuity that this papal a2:)probation was necessary for the

validity of oecumenical councils ;" and we shall see the rea-

son for this statement: for the discussion of the celebrated

question,
"
Is the Pope superior or inferior to an oecumenical

council ?
"

necessarily leads us to study more closely the

relations which obtain between the Pope and the oecumenical

council

1 Hard. iv. 773-820. * Hard. v. 933 sqq., especially 935 A.
3 Hard. V. 938. * Hard. v. 749.
5 Hard. vi. P. ii. 1110, 1213, 1673.
« Sess. 25 injin.; cf. Hard. x. 192, 198.
f Hard. ix. 1229, 1273, 1274.
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Sec. 7. Edation of the Pope to the (Ecumenical Council.

As every one knows, the Councils of Constance and Basle

asserted the superiority of the oecumenical council to the

Holy See ;^ and the French theologians placed this proposi-

tion among the quatuor projpositiones Cleri Gallicani
^—the so-

called Gallican Liberties. Other theologians have affirmed

the contrary, saying that the Pope is superior to an oecume-

nical council : for example, Eoncaglia, in his learned reply to

Natalis Alexander's dissertation
;

*
also, before Eoncaglia, the

pros and cons had been disputed at great length and with

much animation. The Ultramontanes especially relied upon
the fact that, at the fifth Council of Lateran,* Pope Leo de-

clared, without the least opposition in the Synod, that the

authority of the Pope extended su;per omnia concilia^ The

Gallicans could only reply to tliis as follows : (a) The Pope,
it is true, had a document read in the Council which con-

tained this sentence, and it passed without opposition ;
but

the Council did not give any formal decision : it did not make
a solemn decree of this proposition, (b) The Pope only
used this sentence argumentando^ and not definiendo, in order

to use it as a proof, but without giving it as a general pro-

position; and (c.) it is not certain that the fifth Lateran

Council should be considered oecumenical^ Many maintain

that Pope Martin V. sanctioned the decree of the Council of

Constance establishing the superiority of the oecumenical

council to the Pope, and Eugene iv. also sanctioned a similar

decree from the Council of Basle.^ In point of fact, however,

these two Popes sanctioned only a part of the decrees of the

Councils of Basle and Constance. As for those of Basle,

1 Hard. viii. 252, 258, 1318, 1343.
2 Cf. upon this point the dissertation by El. Dupin,

** de Concilii generalis

«upra Homanum pontificem auctoritate," in his book de Antiqua Ecclesice Dis-

ciplina ; and the long dissertation (Diss. iv. ad sec. xv.) by Natalis Alexander

in his Ilistoria Eccl. ix. 286-339, 446-452, ed. Venet. 1778.
^ It has also been printed in the ninth vol. of N. Alexander, pp. 339-363.

Cf. also p. 470 sq.
*
Sess. xi.

• Hard. I.e. ix. 1828.
^ See El. Dupin, I.e. ; and Natalis Alexander, ix. 439.

'

' Nat. Alexander, ix. 289, 425 sq.

B
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Eugene only sanctioned those which treated of three points,

viz. the extinction of heresy, the pacification of Christendom,

and the general reform of the Church in its head and in its

members.^ Martin v.* sanctioned only those decrees of the

Council of Constance which had been made in materiis fidei

conciliariter et non aliter, nee alio modo? Now the decrees in

question, respecting the superiority of the general council to

the Pope, have nothing to do with the faith, and were given
at Constance rather tumultuariter than conciliariter. We may
add that the Council of Constance did not intend to utter a

universal truth, but only, with reference to the case before it,

asserted a superiority over the Pope, and particularly over

the three Popes who were then contending for sovereign

power. It was more concerned to solve an entirely peculiar

question, than to propound a general theory.^ Pinally, it

must not be forgotten that, on the 4th September 1439, Pope

Eugene iv. and the Synod of Florence, in an especial con-

stitution, Moses, solemnly rejected the proposition that the

council is superior to the Pope,
—a proposition which had just

been renewed in the thirty-third session of the Council of

Basle, and had been there made a dogma*
In confining themselves to this question. Is the Pope

superior or inferior to a general council ? the Gallicans and

the Ultramontanes ^ did not understand that they were

keeping on the surface of a very deep question, that of the

position of the Holy See in the economy of the Catholic

Church. A much clearer and deeper insight into the ques-

tion has more recently been shown
;
and the real question

may be summed up in the following propositions :
—^An oecu-

menical council represents the whole Church : there must

therefore be the same relation between the Pope and the

1 Hard. viii. 1172. * See Preface.

2 Hard. viii. 899 E, 902 A. Cf. Animadversiones, in Kat, Alex. is.. 361 sq.,

464 sq.
^ Cf. Animad. in Nat. Alex. ix. 357 sq.

*Hard. ix. 1004; and Raynald, ad an. 1439, n. 29. Cf. ITat. Alex. ix. 438 5,

466 sq. ; Bellarmin. de Conciliis, lib. ii. c. 13-19, in the ed. of his Disput. pub-
lished at Ingolstadt, i. 1204 sqq.

* Curialisis is the word used by Hefele, but that in the text is more common
and familiar.—Ed.
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council as exists between the Pope and the Church. Now,
is the Pope above or below the Church ? Neither the one

nor the other. The Pope is in the Church
;
he necessarily

belongs to it
;
he is its head and its centre. The Church,

like the human body, is an organized whole
;
and just as the

head is not superior or inferior to the body, but forms a

part of it, and is the principal part of it, so the Pope, who is

the head of the Church, is not superior or inferior to it : he

is therefore neither above nor helow the general council. The

human organism is no longer a true body, but a lifeless

trunk, when the head is cut off
;
so an assembly of bishops

is no longer an oecumenical council when it is separated

from the Pope. It is therefore a false statement of the

question, to ask whether the Pope is above or below the

general council.^ On the other side, we may rightly ask.

Has an oecumenical council the right to depose the Pope ?

According to the Synods of Constance and Basle and the Gal-

ileans, the Pope may be deposed for two principal reasons :

(1) o& mores ; (2) oh fidem, that is to say, oh hmresim? But,

in reality, heresy alone can constitute a reason for deposition f
for an heretical Pope has ceased to be a member of the Church :

he therefore can be its president no longer. But a Pope who
is guilty db mores, a sinful Pope, still belongs to the visible

Church : he must be considered as the sinful and unrighteous
head of a constitutional kingdom, who must be made as harm-

less as possible, but not deposed.* If the question arises of

several pretenders to the pontifical throne, and it is impossible
to distinguish which is in the right, Bellarmin says

^
that in

this case it is the part of the council to examine the claims

of the pretenders, and to depose those who cannot justify

their claims. This is what was done by the Council of Con-

stance. In proceeding to this deposition, however, the Council

^ See Roskovanny, De Primatu, etc., p. 143 sq. ; Walter, Kirclienrecht, sec.

158, 11th ed. S. 296 ff.

^
i.e. for immorality or heresy.

' Cf. Bellarmin. de Rom. Pontif. lib. ii. c. 30 E
;
de Conciliis, lib. ii. c. 19,

in the Ingolstadt ed. i. 820, 1219 sq.
* Cf. Walter, Kirchenrecht ; Bellarmin. JDe disput. vol. ii. ; de Conciliis,

lib. ii. c. 19.

• De Disput. voL ii. lib. ii. c. 19.



62 HISTORY OF THE COUNCILS.

lias not tlie authority of an oecumenical council : it cannot

have that authority until the legitimate Pope enters into rela-

tion with it, and confirms it. The question is evidently only
of the deposition of a pretender, who has not sufficient claim,

and not that of a Pope legitimately elected. The Council

of Constance would not have had any right to depose even

John xxiiL if {a) the validity of this Pope's election had not

been doubtful, (b) and if he had not been suspected of heresy.

Besides, he abdicated, thus ratifying the deposition which had

been pronounced.^
We see from these considerations, of what value the sanc-

tion of the Pope is to the decrees of a council Until the

Pope has sanctioned these decrees, the assembly of bishops
which formed them cannot pretend to the authority belonging
to an oecumenical council, however great a number of bishops

may compose it
;

for there cannot be an oecumenical council

without union with the Pope.

Sec. 8.—Infallibility of (Ecumenical Councils.

This sanction of, the Pope is also necessary for ensuring

infallibility to the decisions of the council. According to

Catholic doctrine, this prerogative can be claimed only for the

decisions of ecumenical councils, and only for their decisions

in rebus fidei et morum, not for purely disciplinary decrees.

This doctrine of the Catholic Church upon the infallibility of

oecumenical councils in matters of faith and morality, pro-

ceeds from the conviction, drawn from Holy Scripture, that

the Holy Spirit guides the Church of God (consequently also

the Church assembled in an oecumenical council), and that He

keeps it from all error ;^ that Jesus Christ will be with His

own until the .end of the world ;^ that the gates of hell (there-

fore the powers of error) will never prevail against the Church.*

The apostles evinced their conviction that the Holy Spirit is -

present in general councils, when they published their decrees

with this formula, Visum est Spiritui sancto et nobis^ (it seemed

good to the Holy Ghost and to us), at the Synod held at

^
Mansi, Nota in Natal. Alex. I.e. scholion ii. 286.

« John xvi. 13, xiv. 26. ^ Matt, xxviii. 20.

* Matt. xvi. 18. '^ Acts xv. 28.
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Jerusalem. The Church, sharing this conviction of the

apostles, has always taught that the councils are infallible in

rehm fdei et morum, and has considered all those who did

not believe in this infallibility to be heretics, and separate

from the Church. Constantine the Great called the decrees

of the Synod of Mcsea a divine commandment (Oeiav ev-

ro\r)v)} Athanasius, in his letter to the bishops of Africa,

exclaimed :

"
"Wliat God hath spoken through the Council of

Niccea endureth for ever." S. Ambrose is so thoroughly con-

vinced of the infallibility of the general council, that he

writes :

"
Seqiior tradatum Nicceni concilii a quo me nee mors

nee gladius ijoterit sej)arare"^ (I follow the guidance of the

Nicene Council, from which neither death nor sword will be

able to separate me). Pope Leo the Great, speaking of his

explanation respecting the two natures in Jesus Christ, says

expressly that it has already been corroborated by the "
con-

sensu irrctractahiW of the Council of Chalcedon ;^ and in

another letter,
" non posse inter catJwlicos reputari, qui resis-

ticnt Nicceno vel Chalcedonensi concilio
" *

(that they cannot be

counted among Catholics who resist the Council of Mcsea or

Chalcedon). Pope Leo again says in this same letter, that

the decrees of Chalcedon were given
"

ioistncente Spiritu

sanctol' and that they are rather divine than human decrees.*

Bellarmin^ and other theologians quote a great number of

other texts, drawn from the works of the Fathers, which prove
that this belief in the infallibility of oecumenical councils has

always been part of the Church's creed. We select from

them this of Gregory the Great :

"
I venerate the four first

oecumenical councils equally with the four Gospels."^ {sicut

quatuor Evangelia). Bellarmin^ as well as Steph. Wiest^ have

refuted every objection which can be brought. against the infal-

libility of oecumenical councils.

The same infallibility must be accorded to councils which

1 Euseb. Vita Const, iii. 20. 2
Ep. 21.

3
Ep. 65, ad Theodoret. *

Ep. 78, ad Leon. Augmt.
^ Hard. ii. 702. •

Disp. vol. ii.
;
de Cone. lib. ii. c, 3

7 Lib. i. c. 24.

^ Bellar. Disput. vol. ii.
;
de Condi, lib. iii. c. 6-9.

• Demonstratio religionis Cath. iii. 542 sq.
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are not oecumenical, when their decrees have received the

sanction of the Pope, and been accepted by the whole Church,

The only formal difference, then, existing between these coun-

cils and those which are oecumenical is this, that all the

bishops of the Church were not invited to take part in them.^

Sec. 9. Apjpeal from the Pope to an (Ecumenical Council.

The question, whether one can appeal from the decision of a

Pope to that of an oecumenical council, is highly important, and

has often been ventilated. Pope Celestine i., as early as the

fifth century, declared that such an appeal was inadmissible.^

It is true that, in the first centuries, questions were often con-

sidered by the councils which had before been decided by the

Pope ; but, as Peter de Marca has shown, that was not an ap-

peal properly so called. He also shows that the Emperor
Frederick ii. was the first who formally appealed from the de-

cision of a Pope to that of a general council.^ Pope Martin v.,

and subsequently Pope Pius il.,* were led again to prohibit

these appeals, because they recurred too often, and especially

on account of the exorbitant demands of the Council of Con-

stance.* Julius II. and Paul v. renewed these prohibitions in

the sixteenth century. In 1717 a great sensation was caused

by the appeal of many Jansenists to a general council against
the Bull Unigenitus of Pope Clement xi. But in his brief

Fastoralis officii the Pope threatened with excommunication

every one who promoted the appeal, and did not sign the Bull

Unigenitus; and also compelled the abandonment of the

appeal, and the dispersion of the appealing party. Even the

Protestant historian Mosheim wrote against this appeal, and

plainly showed the contradiction there was between it and

the Catholic principle of the unity of the Church ;^ and

indeed it must be confessed, that to appeal from the Pope to

^ Bellaxmin. I.e. lib. ii. c. v.-x. ^ C. 16 and 17 ; Causa ix. q. 3.

^ De Marca, de Concord, sacerd. et imperii, lib. iv. c. 17.

4 Cf. the buU of Pius ii. dated Jan. 18, 1459.
5 De Marca, de Concord, sacerd. et imperiif lib. iv. c. 17 ; and Sclirockh,

Kirchengesch. Bd. 32, S. 223 and 227.
^ Mosheim, de Gallorum appellationibits ad concilium universes Ecclesice,

unitatem Ecclesice spectabilis tollentibus, in the first vol. of his Dissert, ad Hist.

Eccl p. 677 sq.
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a council, an authority nsiially very difficult to constitute and

to consult, is simply to cloak ecclesiastical insubordination by
a mere formality.^

Sec. 10. Numler of the (Ecumenical Councils,

Bellarmin reckons eighteen oecumenical councils as univer-

sally acknowledged ',^
but on the subject of the fifth Lateran

Council, he says that it was doubted by many : "Au fuerit vere

generate ; ideo usque ad haric diem qucestio superest, etiam inter

catliolicosr^ Some historians have also raised doubts as to the

oecumenical character of the Council held at Vienne in 1311.

There are therefore only the following sixteen councils which

are recognised without any opposition as oecumenical :
—

1. That of Nicseain 325.

2. The first of Constantinople in 381.

3. That of Ephesus in 431.

4. That of Chalcedon in 451.

6. The second of Constantinople in 553.

6. The third of Constantinople in 680.

"7. The second of Mcaea in 787.

8. The fourth of Constantinople in 869.

9. The first Lateran in 1123.

10. The second Lateran in 1139.

11. The third Lateran in 1179.

12. The fourth Lateran in 1215.

13. The first of Lyons in 1245.

14. The second of Lyons in 1274.

15. That of Florence in 1439.

16. That of Trent, from 1545 to 1563.

The oecumenical character of the following synods is con-

tested :
—

1. That of Sardica, about 343-344.

2. That in TruUo, or the Quinisext, in 692.

3 That of Vienne in 1311.

^ Cf. "Walter, Kirchenr. I.e. §158; and Ferraris, BiUiotheca prompta, etc.,

8.V. Appellatio.
* i>e Concil. lib. L c 5.

' 2>e Condi, lib. ii. c. 15.
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4. That of Pisa in 1409.

5. That of Constance, from 1414 to 1418.

6. That of Basle, from 1431 to 1439.

7. The fifth Lateran, from 1512 to 1517.

We have elsewhere^ considered whether the Synod of Sardica

can lay claim to the title of oecumenical, and we will again take

up the question at the proper time. We may here recapitu-

late, in five short propositions, the result of our researches :
—

a. The history of the Council of Sardica itself furnishes no

reason for considering it to be oecumenical.

&. No ecclesiastical authority has declared it to be so.

c. We are not. therefore obliged to consider it to be oecume-

nical
;
but we must also add,

d. That it was very early, and has been in all ages, highly

esteemed by the orthodox Church.

e. Besides, it is of small importance to discuss its oecu-

menical character, for it gave no decree m rebus fidei, and

therefore issued no decisions with the stamp of infallibility.

As for disciplinary decrees, whatever council promulgates

them, they are subject to modification in the course of time :

they are not irreformable, as are the doctrinal decrees of

oecumenical councils.

The Trullan Council, also called the Quinisext, is con-

sidered to be oecumenical by the Greeks only. The Latins

could not possibly have accepted several of its decrees, which

are drawn up in distinct opposition to the Eoman Church :

for instance, the thirteenth canon, directed against the celibacy

observed in the West; the thirty-sixth canon, on the equal
rank of the Bishops of Constantinople and of Eome

;
and the

fifty-fifth canon, which forbids the Saturday's fast.^

The Council of Vienne is generally considered to be the

fifteenth QEcumenical Council, and Bellarmin also accedes to

this.^ The Jesuit Bamberger, in his Synchronical History of

the Middle Ages, expresses a different opinion.*
"
Many his-

1
Tiib'mger Quartalschrift, 1852, S. 399-415.

* Cf. Natal. Alex. Hist. Eccl. sec. vii. vol. v. p. 528. Bellarmin. I.e. 7.

* De Condi, lib. i. c. 5.

*
Synchronistische Geschichte des Mittelalters, Bd. xiii. S. 177 £,
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torians
"
he says,

"
especially Frencli historians, consider this

Council to be one of the most famous, the most venerable,

and the most important which has been held, and regard it

as the fifteenth CEcumenical. The enemies of the Church will

gladly accept such an opinion. It is true that Pope Clement v.

wished to call an oecumenical council, and of this the Bull of

Convocation speaks ;
but Boniface viil. had also the same

desire, and yet no one would give such a name to the assembly
which he opened at Eome on the 13th October 1302. It is

also true that, after the bishops of all countries have been

summoned, the title and w^eight of an oecumenical council

cannot be refused to a synod under the pretext that many
bishops did not respond to the invitation

;
but the name

demands at least that the assembly should be occupied with

the common and universal concerns of the Church—that they
should come to decisions which should then be promulgated
for the obedience of the faithful Now," says Bamberger,
"
nothing of all this took place at the Council of Vienne."

We reply, that this last statement is a mistake. The Council

promulgated a whole series of decrees, which in great measure

relate to the whole Church, and not merely to one province

only
—for example, those concerning the Templars ;

and these

decrees were certainly published. Moreover, the fifth Lateran

Council, which we admit to be oecumenical, spoke of that of

Vienne, in its eighth session, as a generate} A different

judgment must be given respecting the Council of Pisa, held

in 1409. It was naturally from the beginning considered to

be without weight or authority by the partisans of the two

Popes whom it deposed, viz. Gregory xii. and Benedict xiii.^

The Carthusian Boniface Ferrer, brother to S. Vincent Ferrer,

and legate of Benedict xiil. at this Synod, called it an heretical

and diabolical assembly. But its character as oecumenical has

also been questioned by those who took no part for either of the

two antipopes
—by Cardinal de Bar, and a little subsequently

by S. Antonine Archbishop of Florence.^ We might add to

these many friends of reform, like Nicholas of CMmonge and

^ Hard. ix. 1719. *
Raynald. Contin. Annal. Baron, ad an. 1409, n. 74.

^ Cf. Bellarmin, de Condi, lib. i. c. 8
; Mansi, Collect. Condi, xxvi. 1160

;

%ud Lenfant, Hist, du Condle de Pise, p. 303 sq.
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Theodoric of Brie, who were dissatisjfied with it. Gerson,

on the contrary, who about this time wrote his book De

Auferzbilitafe Fapce, defended the decrees of the Council of

Pisa. Almost all the Gallicans have tried, as he did, to give

an oecumenical character to this Council, because it was the

first to make use of the doctrine of the superiority of a general

council to the Pope.-^ But in order that a council should be

oecumenical, it must be recognised as such by the whole of

Christendom. Now, more than half the bishops of Christendom

(episcopatus dispersus), as well as whole nations, have protested

against its decisions, and would not receive them. For this

reason, neither ecclesiastical authority nor the most trust-

worthy theologians have ever numbered it among the oecume-

nical councils.^ It must also be said that some Ultramontanes

have had too little regard for this Council, in saying that the

election made by it of Pope Alexander v. was valueless, and

that Gregory xiL was still the legitimate Pope until his volun-

tary abdication in 1415.^

The Gallicans were very anxious to prove the Council of

Constance to be cecumenicaL It is true that it was assem-

bled in a regular manner; but, according to the principles

we have explained above, it necessarily lost its oecumenical

character as long as it was separated from the head of

the Church. The sessions, however, which were held after

the election of Pope Martin v., and with his consent and

approbation
—that is, sessions 42 to 45—must be considered

as those of an oecumenical council. The same consideration

must be given to the decrees of the earlier sessions, which

concern the faith (res fidei), and were given conciliariter as

they were approved by Pope Martin v. There was no special

enumeration of them given by the Pope; but he evidently

^ "We may name Edmund Richer, Historia Condi, gen. lib. ii. c. 2, sec. 6 ;

Bossuet, Defensio cUri gallic. P. ii. lib. ix. c. 11 ; N. Alex. Hist. Ecd. sec. xv.

et xvi. diss. ii. vol. ix. p. 267 sq.
* Cf. Animadversiones, by Eoncaglia, in Natal. Alex. I.e. p. 276 sq.
2 This is the opinion of Eaynald in his Contin. Annalium Baron, ad ann.

1409, n. 79-81, and of Peter Ballerini, de Potestate eccksiastica summorum

Pontijicum et Condi, gen. c. 6. Bellarmin, on the contrary, considers Alex-

ander V. as the legitimate Pope, and calls the Council of Pisa a *' condlium

generale nee approbatum nee reprohatum.
"
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intended those condemning the heresies of Huss and Wickliffe.

Natalis Alexander endeavours to show that this sanction also

comprehended the fourth and fifth sessions, and their decrees

establishing the superiority of councils over the Pope.-^ But

Eoncaglia has refuted his opinion, and maintained the right

view of the matter, which we have already asserted.^ As for

those who entirely refuse an oecumenical character to the

Council of Constance in all its parts, it sufQces for their

refutation to recall, besides the approbation of Martin v., what

Pope Eugene iv. wrote on the 2 2d July 1446' to his legates in

Germany :
" Ad imitationem ss. PP. et prcedecessorum nostrorum,

sicut illi generalia concilia venerari consueverunt, sic generalia

concilia Constantiense et Basileense ah ejus initio usque ad trans-

lationem per nos factam, absque tamen prcejuclicio juris, digni-

tatis et prce-eminentice S. Sedis apostolicce . , . cum omni

reverentia et devotione suscipimus, complectimur et mneramur'' ^

[In imitation of the most holy Popes our predecessors, as

they have been wont to venerate general councils, so do we
receive with all reverence and devotion, embrace and venerate

the General Councils of Constance and Basle, yet without

prejudice to the right, dignity, and pre-eminence of the Holy
Apostolic See]. The moderate Galileans maintain that the

Council of Basle was oecumenical until its translation to

Perrara, and that it then lost this character
;
for it would be

impossible to consider as oecumenical the conciliahulum which

remained behind at Basle, and was continued later at Lau-

sanne under the antipope Felix v.* Edmund Eicher® and the

advanced Galileans, on the contrary, consider the whole of the

Council of Basle to be oecumenical, from its stormy beginning
to its inglorious end. Other theologians, on the contrary,

refuse this character to the Council of Basle in all its sessions.

This is the opinion of Bellarmin, Eoncaglia, and L. Holstenius.^

^ Hist. Eccl. sec. xv. diss. iv. pp. 289, 317.
2
Roncagl. Animadv. ad Nat. Alex. Hist. Eccl. I.e. pp. 361, 359.

^
Roncagl. I.e. p. 465

; Raynald. Cont. Annal. Baron, ad an. 1446, n. 3.

* Nat. Alex. I.e. ix. 433 sq.
^ Hist. Condi, gener. lib. iii. c. viL
® Bell. De Condi, lib. 1. c. vii. ; Eoncaglia, in liis Animadversiones in Nat.

Alex. I.e. p. 461
;
and Lucas Holstenius, in a special diss, inserted in Mansi,

xxix. 1222 sq.
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According to Gieseler/ Bellarmin lias given the title of oecu-

menical to the Council of Basle in another passage of his

celebrated Disputationes? This is not so. Bellarmin says

that the Council of Basle was legitimate at its opening, that

is to say, so long as the papal legate and a great number of

bishops were present ;
but subsequently, when it deposed the

Pope, it was only a conciliabulum schismaticum, seditiosum, et

nullius prorsics auctoritatis. It was by Bellarmin's advice

that the acts of the Council of Basle were not included in

the collection of oecumenical councils made at Eome in 1609.

Those who are absolutely opposed to the Council of Basle,

and refuse the oecumenical character to all its sessions, give the

following reasons :
—

a. There was only a very small number of bishops (7-8)
at the first sessions of this Synod, and therefore one cannot

possibly consider it to be an oecumenical council

h. Before its second session, this Council, promising no

good results, was dissolved by Pope Eugene IV.

c. Prom this second session, according to the undeniable

testimony of history, the assembly was ruled by passion ;
its

members were embittered against each other; business was

not carried on with becoming calmness, but in the midst of

complete anarchy; the bishops' secretaries spoke and shouted

in the sessions, as ^neas Sylvius and others testify.^

d. Eugene IV. did certainly at a later period, after the

fifteenth session, confirm all that had been done in the pre-

ceding ;
but this confirmation was extorted from liim when he

was ill, and by the threat that, if he did not consent to give

it, he should lose the adherence of the princes and cardinals,

and be deposed from the papal chair.*

e. This confirmation has no value, even supposing that the

Pope gave it in full consciousness, and with entire freedom
;

for it was only signed by him on condition that the members

of the Council of Basle should repeal all the decrees which

they had given against the authority of the Pope, which they
never did.*^

1
Kirchengesclu Bd. ii. 4, S. 52. « j)^ EccI Milit. lib. iii. c. 16.

* Cf. Roncagl. Animadver. I.e. p. 463 A.
* Cf. Turrecremata, in Roncaglia, l.c. p. 4C3 A. ^ Hard. viii. 157 B, C.
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/. Tlie Pope simply allowed the Council to continue its

sessions, and he withdrew his buU of dissolution again ;
but

these concessions imply no sanction of what the Council had

done in its preceding sessions, and the Pope took care to declare

this himseK.^

It appears to us to be going too far to refuse an oecumenical

character to the whole Council of Basle. The truth, accord-

ing to our view, lies between this opinion and that of the

moderate Galileans in this way :

a. The CouncD. of Basle was a true one from the first

session to the twenty-fifth inclusive, that is, untO. its transla-

tion from Basle to Perrara.

h. In these twenty-five sessions we must accept as valid

only such decrees as treat, Is^, Of the extiaction of heresy ;

Id, Of the pacification of Christendom; Zd, Of the refor-

mation of the Church in its head and in its members
;

—and

always on condition that these decrees are not prejudicial to

the papal power, and are approved by the Pope.

Our authority for the establishment of these two proposi-

tions is Pope Eugene rv. himself, who, vn a bull read during
the sixteenth session of the Council of Basle, sanctions those

decrees of the precediag sessions which treat of these three

points. In the letter already mentioned, which he wrote on

the 2 2d July 1446 to his legates in Germany, he says :

" As

my predecessors have venerated the ancient councils (evidently

meaning oecumenical councils), so do I receive cum omni

reverentia et devotioiie, etc., the General Councils of Constance

and Basle, and this latter ah ejus initio usque ad translationem

per nos factam, absque tamen prcejudicio juris, dignitatis et

prce-eminentice, S. Sedis apostolicce ac jpotestatis sihi et in eadem

canonice sedentihus concessce."^

But it is asked whether this acceptance be admissible,

whether ecclesiastical authority had not already broken the

staff over the whole Council of Basle. A passage in a bull

published by Pope Leo x., in the eleventh session of the fifth

Qilcumenical Lateran Council, has been made use of for the

support of this objection. It is as follows :
" Cum ea omnia

1 Cf. Turrecremata in Ptoncaglia, I.e. p. 464, h.

• Cf. Koncaglia, I.e. p. 465, a ; Eaynald ad. an. 1446, n. 3,
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post translationem ejusdem Basileensis Concilii a

Basileensi concilidbulo seu jpotius conventicula guce prcesertim

post hujusmodi translationem concilium amplius appellari non

merehaticr, facta exstiterint ac propterea nullum rohur hahue-

rint"^ In this passage Pope Leo X. condemns what was

resolved during the latter sessions of the Council of Basle,

and which w^as taken into the pragmatic sanction of Bourges
in 1438

;
and on this occasion he speaks of the Council of

Basle in a very unfavourable manner. But apart from the

fact that we might allege against this passage, which asserts

the superiority of the Pope over a general council, what the

Galileans have already adduced against it, we will observe :

(a.) Even in this passage Pope Leo distinguishes between the

Council of Basle, the assembly held before the translation, and

the conciliabulum which began after the translation, (b.) It is

true that he does not speak favourably of the Council itself,

and the word prcesertim seems to imply blame
;
but the Pope's

language can be easily explained, if we reflect that he has

in view the decrees which diminish the power of the Pope,—decrees which were afterwards inserted in the pragmatic
sanction. He might therefore speak unfavourably of these

decisions of the Council of Basle, as Pope Eugene iv. did,

without rejecting the whole Synod of Basle.

It must also be understood in what sense Father Ulrich

Mayr of Kaisersheim was condemned by Pope Clement xiv.,

viz. for maintaining that the twenty-five first sessions of the

Council of Basle had the character and weight of sessions of

an oecumenical council.^ The opinion of Mayr is very different

from ours : we do not accept all the decrees of the twenty-five

first sessions, but only those which can be accepted under the

conditions enumerated above.

Some theologians, particularly Galileans, since the time of

Louis xiv.,^ will not recognise the fifth Lateran Council as

oecumenical, on account of the small number of its members
;

but the true reason for their hostility against this Council is

that, in union with the Crown of France, it abolished the

pragmatic sanction of Bourges, which asserted the liberties of

1 Hard. ix. 1828. ^
-vValcli, Neuste Beligmis-geschichte, Bd. v. S. 245.

3 Of. Dupin, de Antiqua Ecclesice Disciplina, p. 344.
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tlie Gallican Church, and concluded another concordat. These

attacks cannot, however, be taken into consideration : for the

great majority of Catholic theologians consider this Council

to be oecumenical
;
and even France, at an earlier period,

recognised it as such.-^ Here, then, we offer a corrected table

of the oecumenical councils :
—

1. That of Nicseain 325.

2. The first of Constantinople in 381.

3. That of Ephesus in 431.

4. That of Chalcedon in 451.

5. The second of Constantinople in 553.

6. The third of Constantinople in 680.

7. The second of Mcsea in 787.

8. The fourth of Constantinople in 869.

9. The first of Lateran in 1123.

1 0. The second of Lateran in 1139.

11. The third of Lateran in 1179.

12. The fourth of Lateran in 1215.

13. The first of Lyons in 1245.

14. The second of Lyons in 1274.

15. That of Viennein 1311.

16. The Council of Constance, from 1414 to 1418; that

is to say : {a) The latter sessions presided over by Martin v.

(sessions 41—45 inclusive) ; (b) In the former sessions all the

decrees sanctioned by Pope Martin v., that is, those concern-

ing the faith, and which were given conciliariter.

17. The Council of Basle, from the year 1431; that is

to say : (a.) The twenty-five first sessions, until the transla-

tion of the Council to Ferrara by Eugene iv.
; (b.) In these

twenty-five sessions the decrees concerning the extinction of

heresy, the pacification of Christendom, and the general refor-

mation of the Church in its head and in its members, and

which, besides, do not strike at the authority of the apostolic

chair
;

in a word, those decrees which were afterwards sanc-

tioned by Pope Eugene iv.

176. The assemblies held at Ferrara and at Florence

(1438—42) cannot be considered as forming a separate oecu-

menical council. They were merely the continuation of the

1 Cf. Roncaglia in N. Alex. I.e. p. 470.
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Council of Basle, which was transferred to Ferrara hy Eugene
IV. on the 8th January 1438, and from thence to Florence in

January 1439.

18. The fifth of Lateran, 1512-17.

19. The Council of Trent, 1545-63.

Sec. 11. Customs observed in (Ecumenical Councils with respect

to Signatures, Precedence, Manner of Voting, etc.

In some countries—for instance, in Africa—the bishops
held rank in the councils according to the period of their

consecration; in other parts they ranked according to the

episcopal see which they filled. The priests and deacons repre-

senting their absent bishop occupied the place belonging to

that bishop in those councils which were held in the East
;

but in the West this custom was not generally followed.

In the Spanish councils the priests always signed after the

bishops. The Council of Aries (a.d. 314), in the signatures

to which we cannot remark any order, decided that if a

bishop brought several clerics with him (even in minor

orders), they should give their signatures immediately after

their bishop, and before the bishop who followed. The order

of the signatures evidently indicates also the order of pre-

cedence. This Council of Aries gives an exception to this

rule, for the Pope's legates
—the two priests Claudian and

Vitus
^—

signed only after several bishops ;
whilst in all the

other councils, and even in the Eastern, the legates always

signed before all the other bishops and the patriarchs, even

though they were but simple priests.^

In the tliirteenth century Pope Clement IV. ordained that,

in order to distinguish the bishops from the exempt abbots in

the synods, the latter should only have mitres bordered with

gold, without pearls, without precious stones, or gold plates.

The abbots who were not "
exempt" were only to have white

mitres, without borders.^

The members of the councils ordinarily were seated in the

1 Hard. i. 266.
^ See above, p. 27 f., on what we have said with regard to the president at the

eecumenical councils.
*
Salmon, Trait4 de VEtude des Conciks, 1726, p. 860.
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form of a circle, in the centre of which was placed the book

of the Holy Scriptures. There were added also sometimes the

collections of the ecclesiastical canons, and the relics of the

saints. Behind each bishop was generally seated the priest

who accompanied him
;
the deacon used to sit lower, on one

side, or before the bishop.^

With respect to the ceremonies at the opening of the

ancient Spanish councils, we have an order of the fourth

Council of Toledo, which met in 633 (can. 4), which pre-

scribed as follows :

" Before sunset on the day appointed

(May 1 8), all those who are in the church must come out
;

and all the doors must be shut, except the one by which the

bishops enter, and at this door all the ostiarii (porters) will

station themselves. The bishops will then come and take

their places, according to the times of their ordination. When
they have taken their places, the elected priests, and after

them the deacons, wiU come in their turn to take their places.

The priests sit behind the bishops ;
the deacons are in front

;

and all are seated in the form of a circle. Last of all, those

laity are introduced whom the council by their election have

judged worthy of the favour. The notaries who are necessary
are also introduced.

"All keep silence. When the archdeacon says, 'Let us

pray' {orate), all prostrate themselves upon the ground. After

several moments, one of the oldest bishops rises and recites a

prayer in a loud voice, during which all the rest remain on

their knees. The prayer having been recited, all answer

'Amen;' and they rise when the archdeacon says, 'Stand

up' (crigite vos). While all keep silent, a deacon, clad in a

white alb, brings into the midst the Book of the Canons, and

reads the rules for the holding of councils. When this is

ended, the metropolitan gives an address, and calls on those

present to bring forward their complaints. If a priest, a

deacon, or a layman has any complaint to make, he makes it

known to the archdeacon of the metropolitan church
;
and the

latter, in his turn, will bring it to the knowledge of the

council No bishop is to withdraw without the rest, and no

one is to pronounce the council dissolved before all the busi-

1 Salmon, I.e. p. 861.

E
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ness is ended::" The Synod concluded with a ceremony
similar to that of the opening ;

the metropolitan then pro-

-claimed the time of celebrating Easter, and that of the meeting
of the next synod, and some bishops were chosen to assist the

metropolitan at Christmas and Easter.-^

Before the Council of Constance, they voted by numbers in

all the councils
;
but at that Council, to neutralize the advan-

tage the Italian prelates derived from their large number, the

votes were given by nations. Five nations—Italy, France,

Germany, England, and Spain
—each had right to one vote

;

and within the nation they of course voted by numbers.

Another arrangement was introduced into the Council. They
divided, without distinctions of nationality, all who were

present at the Synod into four great commissions—of the

Eaith, of the Peace, of the Eeform of the Church, and of

general business. Each commission had its own president,

and they combined the commissions three times a week.

When a commission had made a decree, it was communi-

cated to the other three
;
and if it was approved by three

commissions at the least, it was announced as a decree of

the Synod by the president of the Council in a general

session.^

In the councils which followed that of Basle this manner

of voting was abandoned
;
and when, at the commencement

of the Council of Trent, the Pope's legates asked if they would

vote by nations or by heads, the latter was the method which

was recommended, as being the most conformable to the tradi-

tions of the Church. This is at least what Sarpi^ and Palla-

vicini* relate. Sarpi adds, that several Fathers of the Council

of Trent actually demanded to vote by nations; but this

statement i& refuted by Pallavicini, who proves that no one

made that demand, and that the question asked by the legates

was simply a prudential measure.^ The Council of Trent

introduced a practice which was a departure from ancient

custom. In the ancient councils the discussions upon the

decrees to be promulgated took place during the sessions

1 Hard. i. 6 sqq., iii. 580. « Hard. viii. 1439. » n 29. 4 yj 4^ „ 9.

" See Brischar, Beurtheilung der Controversen Sarpis und Pallav. Bd. i.

S. 151 f.
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themselves
;
and tlie acts of these councils contain discussions

of great length. In the Council of Trent, on the contrary,

each matter was first carefully discussed in particular com-

missions
;
and when all was ready, and in fact decided upon,

they presented the decree to the general session for confirma-

tion. The acts of the Council of Trent, for this reason,

contain no discussions, but only decrees, etc.

The decisions of the synods were regularly published in

the name of the synod itself
;
but sometimes, when the Pope

presided, the decrees were published in the form of j[>a])al

decrees, with the addition of the formula :

" with the appro-
bation of the sacred oecumenical council" {sacra universali

STjnodo approbante). This took place at the third, the fourth,

and the fifth Lateran Councils, and in part also at the Council

of Constance.-^

Sec. 12. Histories of the Councils.

James Merlin, canon and chief penitentiary of the metro-

politan church of Paris, was the first who had a collection of

the acts of the councils published. This edition, naturally

very incomplete, appeared at Paris in 1523, in one folio

volume, in two parts. A second impression was published at

Koln in 1530, enriched by two documents, the golden bull

of Charles iv., and the bull of Pius II. in which he for-

bade an appeal from the Pope to an oecumenical council.

The third edition, in octavo, published at Paris in 1536,
had no additions. Like all the collections of the councils

which have been made after it, with the exception of the

Eoman edition of 1609, the edition of Merlin contained, with

the acts of the oecumenical councils, those of several provin-
cial synods, as well as many papal decretals. It may be men-
tioned that this alone had the collection of the false Isidorian

Decretals printed in a continuous form, whilst in the more
recent collections they are distributed in chronological order,

assigning to each council or each Pope the part attributed to

him by the pseudo-Isidore.^

1 Hard. vi. P. ii. 1674
;

vii. 18, 24
;
ix. 1613, 1618, 1^77, etc.

^ The longest details on Merlin's edition are found in the work of Salmon,
doctor and librarian of the Sorbonne, TraiU de VEtude des Conciles et de leurs
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In 1538 there appeared at Koln a second collection of

the acts of the councils (two volumes folio), fuller than that

of Merlin. It was published by the Belgian Franciscan,

Peter Crabbe/ who, to make it more complete, had searched

in no less than five hundred libraries. The second edition,

enlarged, dated 1551, is in three folio volumes.^ Lawrence

Servius, the celebrated convert and Carthusian,^ published at

Koln another and somewhat more complete collection of the

councils in 1657, in four folio volumes
;
and the printer,

Dominic Mcolini, put forth at Venice, in 1585, with the

assistance of the Dominican Dominic Bollanus, a new im-

pression, in five volumes folio
*

Professor Severin Biuius, canon of Koln, surpassed his pre-

decessors by publishing another collection of the councils, in

four volumes folio, in 1606. The text of the councils was

enriched by historical and critical notes, taken for the most

part from Baronius. The two later editions, which were pub-
lished in 1618 and 1636, are still better than the first. The

latter was published at Paris by Charles Morel, in niae

volumes,** as the Eoman collection of the acts of the councils

could here be made use of. This Eoman collection contained

only the acts of the oecumenical councils. It consisted of

four folio volumes, and was compiled between 1608 and 1612

under the authority of Pope Paul v. This work gave for the

first time the original Greek text of many of the synodal acts,

copied from the manuscripts of the Vatican and other MSS.*

The learned Jesuit Sirmond was the principal author of this

collection
;
he wrote the interesting introduction which was

prefixed to the whole work. At the beginning of the acts of

each council there is a succinct but by no means worthless

history of that council in Latin, which has been inserted into

collections, etc., nouvelle edition, Paris 1726, pp. 288 sq. and 724. In thia

last passage Salmon points out the faults of Merlin's collections.

^ Pierre Grable in Fr. transl.—Ed.
2 On its character and defects, see Salmon, l.c, p. 291, etc., and 728-740.

3 He was bom at Liibeck.
*
Salmon, l.c. pp. 296 sq. and 743-752.

5 On the character and the defects of the edition of Binius, see Salmon, l.c.

pp. 300, 756-769.
«
Salmon, l.c. pp. 301, 752 sqq.
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several other more modern collections,
—in particular, into

that of Mansi.^ We have already said that, by the advice of

Bellarmin, the acts of the Synod of Basle were not admitted

into this collection.

This Eoman edition has served as a hasis for all subsequent

editions : these have added the acts of the national and pro-

vincial synods, besides the most important edicts and decrees

of the Popes, all of them avoiding several faults and several

singularities of the Eoman editors.^ In these more recent

editions the text has often also been improved by the study of

various MSS., and has been enriched by many fragments and

original documents which were wanting in the Eoman edition.

The first collection which was made after the Eoman col-

lection is the Colledio Begia, which appeared at Paris in 1644
at the royal printing press, in thirty-seven folio volumes.^

The printing and all the material part is magnificent, but

the same praise cannot be awarded to the editing ;
for even

those faults of the Eoman edition which had been pointed out

by Father Sirmond still remained uncorrected. In spite of

the great number of its volumes, the royal edition is nearly

one-fourth less complete than that of the Jesuit Philip Labbe

(Lahheics) of Bourges. Labbe died in 1667, whilst he was

labouring on the ninth and tenth volumes of his collection
;

but Father Gabriel Cossart, a member of the same order, con-

tinued his work, which appeared at Paris in 1674.* Stephen
Baluze wished to add to this edition a supplement which

would contain four volumes in folio, but only one volume has

seen the light.^ Almost all the French savans quote from

this edition of Labbe's with Baluze's supplement, making
use of all these works, and consulting, besides, a very large

number of MSS. John Hardouin, a Jesuit, gave a new Con-

ciliorum Collectio regia maxima ad P. Lahbei et P. Gdbrielis Cos-

sarti . . . lalores liaucl modica accessione facta, etc.^ Hardouin

^ It is not found in that of Hardouin.
2
Salmon, I.e. p. 302. ^

Salmon, I.e. pp. 305, 769 sqq.
* Seventeen vols, in folio

; Salmon, I.e. pp. 306, 772, 784.
' Paris 1683 (another edition in 1707), under the title, Nova CoUeetio Con-

ciliorum : Supplementum Conciliorum Ldbhei. Cf. Salmon, I.e. pp. 312, 784.
^ Paris 1715, in twelve vols, folio, containing eleven parts, the sixth part being

in two volumes.
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had "been in 1685 entrusted with this work by the French

clergy, on the condition that he submitted it for examination

to Dr. Vitasse, professor of the Sorbonne, and to Le Merre, an

advocate of the Parliament. Hardouin submitted only for a

short time to this condition, as he gained the protection of

Louis XIV., who accepted the dedication of the work, and

allowed it to be printed at the royal press. These different

circumstances gave to the work a kind of official character,

which contributed not a little to render it suspected by the

Jansenists and Gallicans, as Hardouin in his dedication to

Louis XIV. showed himself a very warm partisan of the Bull

Unigenitus, and the bull itself was inserted in the last

volume
;
besides which, the Index rerum betrayed an oppo-

sition to Gallican principles. He took care to point out

especially (see, e.g., the art. on the authority of councils) the

decisions of the Popes or of the councils which were opposed
to the principles and maxims of the Gallican divines. Louis

XIV. died at the moment when the printing of the work was

almost finished; and as the Duke of Orleans, who then became

regent, favoured the Jansenists, and showed himself hostile to

the Bull Unigenitus, advantage was taken to complain to the

Parliament of the publication of Hardouin's work. Parlia-

ment ordered Elias Dupin, Chas. Vitasse, Denys Leger, and

Philip Anquetil to draw up a report on the subject ;
in conse-

quence of which the sale of the work was prohibited, as being

opposed to the principles of the State, and to those of the

Gallican Church (1716). They destroyed all the copies they
could seize, but happily some had already been sent from

Prance. Later on, the Parliament was obliged to yield to the

wishes loudly expressed in various quarters for the publica-

tion of the work. They authorized it, but on the condition

that the Jesuits should add a volume of corrections, thinking

they would by these means weaken the Ultramontanism of

Hardouin. This volume appeared in 1722,^ printed at the

royal press, under the title. Addition ordonnee 'par arvH du

Parlement, pour Hre jointe a la Collection des Conciles, etc. In

the following year the Jesuits obtained the free publication of

Hardouin's edition, without its being accompanied by the addi-

^ In folio, written in Latin and French,
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tional volume
;
and tliey gained their point so well, that that

volume was even suppressed. Since then the Jansenists have

republished it at Utrecht in 1730 and 1751, with tliis title,

Avis des censeicrs nommes ^ar h Farlement de Paris pour exa-

miner, Qio,}

Since Hardouin's edition has been widely circulated, it has

become the favourite text-book of learned men among Catho-

lics as well as Protestants. It is this which Benedict xrv.

always quotes in his work, De synodo Dioecesana. It is com-

posed of a rich collection of conciliar acts and other important

documents, and extends as far as 1714, thus going much
further than Mansi's celebrated edition. It is recommended

on account of its very beautiful and correct although small

type, and especially for the five very complete tables which it

contains.

These tables contain : (1) a chronological table of all the

Popes ; (2) a table of all the councils
; (3) an index episco-

joorum et aliorum qtoi conciliis interfuerunt ; (4) an index

geographicus ejpiscojpatuum ;'^ (5) lastly, a very complete index

rerum et verhorum mernorahilium. On account of these ad-

vantages, we have also used and quoted Hardouin's collection

in our History of the Councils, along with the more complete
work of Mansi. Salmon has analysed the details of Har-

douin's collection, and has given a long list of its faults.^

As doctor of the Sorbonne, Salmon was not able to judge

favourably of Hardouin's collection, to which he would rather

have preferred that of Labbe and Cossart. He has, how-

ever, acknowledged the improvements and additions which

distinguish Hardouin's work.

The collections which follow have been made since the

publication of Salmon's work. The first is that of Nicholas

Coleti, which appeared at Venice under the title, Sacrosancta

concilia ad regiam editionem exacta} The Dominican Mansi,

^ On the history of Hardouin's edition, see Bower's Hist, of the Popes

[Rambach's translation, Bd. iv. S. 68]—the preliminary dissertation on the col-

lections of the councils.
' See Salmon, I.e. p. 817 seq.
3
Salmon, I.e. pp. 315-331, 786-831.

*
Twenty-three vols, folio, and 2 vols. Apparatus, 1728-1734.
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who became Archbisliop of Lucca, his native town, com-

piled a supplement to Coleti's work.^ Several years after-

wards, Mansi undertook a new collection of the acts of the

councils, which should be more complete than all those which

had hitherto appeared. He kept his word
;
and at the com-

mencement of 1759, thirty-one volumes in folio of this edition

appeared at Florence, with the title, Sacrorum conciliorum nova

et am^lissima collectio, in qua prceter ea quce Phil. Labbceus et

Gahr. Cossartus et novissinu Nicolaus Coleti in lucem edidere,

ea omnia insuper suis in locis optime disposita exhihentur, qucs

Jo. Dom. MaTisi Zucensis, congregationis Matris Dei, evulgavit.

Editio Novissima, ah eodem Fatre Mansi, potissimicm favorem
etiam et opem prcestante Em. Cardinali Dominico Fassioneo,

S. Sedis apostolicce hiUiothecario, aliisque item eruditissimis

viris manus auxiliatricesferentihus, curata, novorum conciliorum,

novorumque documentorumque additionihus locupletata, ad MSS.

codices Vaticanos Zucen^es aliosque recensita et perfecta. Acce-

dunt etiam notce et dissertationes quam plurimce ; quce in coeteris

editionibus desiderantur. This edition was not completed, and

the thirty-first volume reached only to the fifteenth century.

It had consequently no indices, and its type, although larger

and more modern than that of Hardouin's edition, is yet very
inferior to the latter in accuracy. The order of the subjects

in the latter volumes is sometimes not sufficiently methodical,

and is at variance with the chronology.

By the side of these general collections there are other

works, which contain only the acts of the councils held in

particular countries. To these belong—
1. The Concilia Germanice, by Schannat and Harzheim, in

eleven volumes folio (Coin 1749—1790) ; Binterim, Frag-
matische Geschichte der deutschen National- Frovincial- uvd vor-

zvglicTisten Diocesan-concilien^ (MaiQZ 1835—1848), in seven

volumes octavo, which reached as far as the end of the fifteenth

century.
'

We may, besides, consult, for the history of the

German councils : {a) Lunig, Entwurf der in DeutscJUand von

Anfang des Christenthums gehaltenen General- Frovincial- und

1 Six vols. foUo, 1748-1752.
2
Pragmatic History of the National, Provincial, and principal Diocesan

Synods of Germany.
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Partihularconcilien} in his Spicilegium des deutschen ReicJis-

archivsj P. i. p. 822
; (&) PfafiP, Delineatio colledionis nov(B

conciliorum Germanice, reprinted in Fabricius, Biblioth. Grceca,

ed. Harless, t. xii. p. 3 1 sqq. ; (c) Joh. And. Schmid, Diss,

de historid conciliorum Moguntinensium, Helmst. 1713; (d) De

conciliis Moguntinis, in the work of Georg Christian Johannes,

Scrijptor. Mogunt. vol. iii. p. .281 sqq. Cf. Walch, Hist, der

Kirchenvers. S. 53, and Sahnon, I.e. p. 382 sqq.

2. Concilia antiqua Gallice, by Father Sirmond (Paris 1629),
in three volumes folio, and one volume folio,

—a supple-

ment added by his cousin De la Lande in 1666. Concilia

novissima Gallice a tempore concilii Tridentini celehrata, ed.

Ludov. Odespun de la Mechiniere, a priest of Tours (Paris

1646), one volume folio.^ Shortly before the Eevolution, the

Benedictines of the congregation of S. Maur undertook a

complete collection of the councils of France
;
but one folio

volume alone appeared (Paris 1789), with the title, Concili-

arum Gallice tarn editorum quam ineditorum Collectio, temporum
ordine digesta ab anno Christi 1^7 ad an, 1563, cum epistolis

pontificum, principum constitutionibus et aliis ecclesiasticce rei

Gallicance monumentis. Opera et studio monachorum congre-

gationis S. Mauri, t. i. ah anno 17*7 ad annum 591. Paris,

sumptibus Petri Didot. In folio.

3. Garcias Loaisa was the first to publish a collection of

the Spanish councils, at Madrid 1593, in one volume folio.

That of Cardinal Joseph Saenz de Aguirre is much more com-

plete : Collectio Tnaxima Conciliorum omnium Hispanice et

novi orhis (Eome 1693), in four volumes folio.* More recent

is the Collectio canonumi Ecclesice Hispanoe ex prohatissimis et

pervetustis Codicibus nunc primum in lucem edita a puUica

1 Sketch of the General, Provincial, and Particular Councils held in Germany
since the commencement of Christianity.

*
"_Spicil4ge" of the Archives of the German Empire.

3
See, on the French collections, Salmon, I.e. p. 335 sqq., and Bower's Piston/

of the Popes, I.e. S. 76 ff. He speaks also of collections which include only-

synods of certain ecclesiastical divisions of France, e.g. that of Tours, Nar-

bonne, etc.

*
Cf. Salmon, I.e. p. 365 sq. ;

and Bower, ?.c., who, instead of 1693, gives a

false date, 1639. Aguirre was not bom until 1630.
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Matritensi UUiotheca (2^er Franc. Ant. Gonzalez, puhl. Matr,

hihl. ;prcefectum), Matriti, ex typographia regia, 1808. In folio.

4. England and Ireland had two collections. The older is

that of Henry Spelman : Concilia, decreta, leges, constitutiones

in re Ecclesiarum orbis Britannici, London, t. i. 1639, t. il

1664; the third volume, although announced, never appeared.-^

That of David Wilkins followed, which is better and more

complete: Concilia Magna Britannice et ITihernice, ed. Dav.

Wilkins (London 1734), in four volumes folio.*

5. Sacra concilia Ecclesim Bomano-catholicce in regno Tin-

garice, a collection due to Father Charles Peterfj (Vienna

1742), in two volumes folio.

6. There does not exist a general collection of the Italian

councils, but the councils of certain periods or of certain pro-

vinces have been in part collected. There is, e.g., a collection of

the synods held at Milan, by S. Charles Borromeo (in his com-

plete works) ;
a Synodicon Beneventanensis Ecclesice, by Vine.

Mar. Orsini (Pope Benedict xm.), Beneventum 1695, folio.

Among the numerous works on the history of the councils,

the most useful to consult are :

1. John Cabassutius' Notitia Ecclesiastica historiarum con-

ciliorum et canomor/i, Lyons 1680, folio. Very often reprinted.

2. Hermant, Eistoire des Conciles, Eouen 1730, four

volumes 8vo.

3. Labbe, Synopsis Historica Conciliorum, in vol. i of his

Collection of Councils.

4. Edm. Eicher, Historia conciliorum generalium (Paris

1680), three volumes 4to. Eeprinted in 8vo at Coin.

5. Charles Ludovic Eichard, Analysis conciliorum gene-

ralium et particularium. Translated from French into Latin

by Dalmasus. Four volumes 8vo, Augsburg 1778.

6. Christ. Wilh. Franz Walch, Entwurf einer vollstdndigen

Historic der Kirchenversammlungen^ Leipzig 1759.

7. Fabricius, BiUiotheca Grceca, edit. Harless, t. xii. p. 422

1 See Salmon, I.e. p. 376 sq. ;
and Bower, I.e. S. 94 ff., wlio did not know

tlie more recent collection of Wilkins.
2 The first vol. of a new edition of Wilkins, admirably edited by Haddan and

Stubbs, bas lately appeared.
—Ed.

' Sketch of a complete History of tlie Councils,
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sqq., in wliich is contained an alphabetical table of all the coun-

cils, and an estimate of the value of the principal collections.

8. Alletz, Concilien-ZeociTcon, translated from Trench into

German by Father Maurus Disch, a Benedictine and professor

at Augsburg, 1843.

9. Dictionnaire universel et complet des Conciles, tant genSraux

que jparticuliers, etc., redige par M. I'Abbe P
, pretre du

Diocese de Paris, published by the Abbe Migne (Paris 1846),
two volumes 4to.

In the great works on ecclesiastical history
—for example,

in the Nouvelle Bibliotlieqite des autetcrs Ucclesiastiques, by El.

Dupin, and the Historia Literaria of Cave, and particularly in

the excellent Histoire des auteurs sacres, by Eemi Ceillier—^we

find matter relating to the history of the councils. Salmon,
I.e. p. 387 sqq., and Walch in his Historie der Kirchenver-

sammlungen, pp. 48-67, have pointed out a large number of

works on the history of the councils. There are also very
valuable dissertations on the same subject in

1. Christian Lupus' Synodorum generalium ac provincialium,

decreta et canones, scholns, notis ac historica actorum dissertatione

illustrata, Louv. 1665, Bruxelles 1673, five volumes 4to.

2. Lud. Thomassin, Dissertationum in Concilia generalia et

jparticidaria, t. i Paris 1667; reprinted in Eocaberti, JBiU.

pontificia, t. xv.

3. Van Espen, Tractatus Historicus, exhibens scholia in

omnes canones conciliorum, etc., in his complete works.

4. Earth. Caranza has written a very complete and useful

abstract of the acts of the councils in his Sicmma Conciliorum,

which has often been re-edited.

5. George Daniel Euchs, deacon of Stuttgart, has, in his

BihliotheTc der Kirchenversammlungen (four volumes, Leipsic

1780-1784), given German translations and abstracts of the

acts of the councils in the fourth and fifth centuries.

6. Erancis Salmon, Doctor and Librarian of the Sorbonne,

has published an Introduction to the Study of the Councils, in

his Traite de VEtude des Conciles et de leurs collections, Paris

1724, in 4to, which has often been reprinted.





BOOK I.

ANTE-NICENE COUNCILS.

CHAPTER I.

COUNCILS OF THE FIRST TWO CENTURIES.

THE
first Christian Council, the type and model of all

the others, was held at Jerusalem by the apostles

between the years 50 and 52 A.D., in order to solve the ques-
tion of the universal obligation of the ancient law.^ No other

councils were probably held in the first century of the Christian

era
;
or if they were, no trace of them remains in history.

On the other hand, we have information of several councils

in the second century. The authenticity of this information

is not, it is true, equally established for all; and. we can

acknowledge as having really taken place only those of which

Eusebius Pamphili, the father of Christian Church history,

speaks, or other early and trustworthy historians. To these

belong, first of all :
—

Sec. 1. Synods relative to Montanism.

Eusebius has given us, in his Church History^ b. fragment
of a work composed by Apollinaris Bishop of HierapoKs in

Phrygia,^ in which the following words occur :

" The faithful

of Asia, at many times and in many places (TroWa/ci? koI

TToXkayrj Trj<; *Acria<;), came together to consult on the subject

of Montanus and his followers
;
and these new doctrines were

examined, and declared strange and impious."
* This fragment

^ Acts XV. 2 Lib. V. c. 16. ' Sec. ii.

* In his notes to Eusebins {Hist. Ecd. I.e.), Valesius {Du Valois) presumes,

indeed, that the author of the work from which this fragment is taken is not

77
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unfortunately gives no other details, and does not point out

the towns at which these synods were held
;
but the Zihellus

Synodicus of Pappus tells us that Apollinaris, the holy Bishop
of Hierapohs in Asia, and twenty-six of his colleagues in the

episcopate, held a provincial council at Hierapolis, and therQ

tried and condemned Montanus and Maximilla the false pro-

phets, and at the same time Theodotus the currier (the cele-

brated anti-Trinitarian^). Further on he adds :

'' A holy and

particular {fiepLKrj) synod, assembled under the very holy

Bishop Sotas of Anchialus (in Thrace, on the Black Sea), and

consisting of twelve other bishops, convicted of heresy the

currier Theodotus, Montanus, and Maximilla, and condenmed

them."

The Libellus Synodicus^ to which we are indebted for these

details, it is true, can lay claim to no very early origin, as it

was compiled by a Greek towards the close of the ninth

century. But this Greek derived his statements from ancient

authentic sources
;
and what he says of the two sjmods agrees

so perfectly with the statement of Eusebius, that in this

passage it is worthy of all confidence. We read in Eusebius'

Church History (book v. cc. 16 and 19), that Apollinaris of

Hierapolis, and Sotas of Anchialus, contemporaries of Mon-

tanus, zealously opposed his errors, and ^\Tote and preached

against him. Sotas even wished to exorcise the evil spirit

from Priscilla, a companion of Montanus
;
but these hypocrites,

adds Eusebius, did not consent to it.^

The strong opposition which these two bishops made to

Montanus makes it probable that they gave occasion to several

Apollinaris, but Asterius Urbanus. Baluze disagrees witb this statement (Mansi's
Collect. Condi, i. 693). It is, however, indifferent for our purpose wbetlier the

fragment in question be Apollinaris' or Asterius'.
1
Mansi, i. 723; Hard. v. 1493.

2 This Libellus Synodicus, called also Synodicon, contains brief notices of 158

councils of the first nine centuries, and comes down to the eighth (Ecumenical

Council. It was brought from the Morea in the sixteenth century by Andreas

Darmasius, and bought by Pappus, a theologian of Strassburg, and edited by
him for the first time with a Latin translation. It was afterwards transferred

to the Collection of Councils. Hardouin had it printed in the fifth volume of

his Collect. Condi, p. 1491 sqq. ;
and Mansi separated its various parts, and

added them to the various synods to which they belonged.
3 Ic. c. 19.
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of the numerous synods in which, according to the summaries

of Eusebius, the Church rejected Montanism.

The date of these synods is nowhere exactly pointed out.

The fragment which is given in Eusebius^ proves that they
were held shortly after the commencement of the Montanist

agitations ;
but the date of the rise of Montanism itself is

uncertain. The Chronicle of Eusebius gives 172 ;
S. Epi-

phanius 126 in one place, and 156 or 167 in another.^ He

says, besides,^ that Maximilla died about A.D. 86. In this

there is perhaps an error of a whole century. Blondel, relying
on these passages, has shown that Montanus and his heresy
arose about 140 or 141

; and, more recently, Schwegler of

Tubingen* has expressed the same opinion. Pearson, Dodwell,

and Neander, on the contrary, decide for 156 or 157; Tille-

mont and Walch^ for 171. As for our own opinion, we have

adopted Blondel's opinion (the year 140), because the Shepherd

of Hennas, which was certainly anterior to 151, and was

written when Pius i. was Pope, seems already to oppose Mon-
tanism.^ In this case, the synods with which we are occupied
must have taken place before 150 of the Christian era. The

Lihelhcs Synodicus gives a contrary decision to this, although
it attributes to the same synods the condemnation of the

currier Theodotus, whose apostasy can be fixed only at the

time of the persecution by M. Aurelius (16 0-1 8 0). In reality,

Theodotus was excommunicated at Eome by Pope Victor

towards the close of the second century (192-202). In

allowing that sentence of condemnation had been pronounced

against him before that time in certain s}rGods of Asia Minor

and of Thrace (he was living at Constantinople at the time of

his apostasy), those synods which, according to the Libellus

Synodicus, have also condemned Montanism could not have

been held before M. Aurelius : they must therefore have been

held under that Emperor. The supposition that Theodotus

and Montanus were contemporary would oblige us to date

'^Hist. Eccl. V. 16. 2 Hares. 51. 33 and 48. 1.

3 Hares. 48. 2.
* Der Montanismus, 1841, S. 255.

5
Walch, KetzerJiist Bd. i. S. 615 f.

^
Compare the author's treatise, iiber Montanus und die Montanisten, in the

Freiburger Kirchenkxicon, Bd. vii. S. 255, and the Prolegomena to Hefele's third

edition of the Patres Apostolici, p. Ixxxiii.
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these councils between a.d. 160 and 180
;
but to us it appears

doubtful whether these two were contemporaries, and the

conclusion that they were so seems to result from a confusion

of the facts. In reality, the author of the ancient fragment

given us by Eusebius^ speaks also of a Theodotus who was
one of the first followers of Montanus, and shared his fate,

i.e. was anathematized in the same synods with Montanus and

Maximilla. He depicts him as a well-known man. The
author of the Lilellus Synodicus having read this passage, and

finding that the ancient Synods of Hierapolis and Anchi lus

had condemned a Theodotus, easily identified the currier Theo-

dotus with the Theodotus whom the author of the fragment
declared to be celebrated in his time. If this is so, nothing
will hinder our placing the rise of Montanism and the Synods
of Hierapolis and Anchialus before a.d. 150.

Sec. 2. Synods concerning the Feast of Easter.

The second series of councils in the second century was

caused by the controversy regarding the time of celebrating
Easter. It is not quite correct to regard the meeting of S.

Polycarp of Smyrna, and Anicetus Bishop of Eome, towards

the middle of the second century, as a synod properly so

called
;

^ but it is certain that towards the close of the same

century several synods were occasioned by the Easter con-

troversy. Eusebius, in the passage referred to, only shows in

a general way that these synods were held in the second half

of the second century; but S. Jerome gives a more exact

date, he says in his Chronicle, under the year 196: "
Pope

Victor wrote to the most eminent bishops of all countries, re-

commending them to call synods in their provinces, and to

celebrate in them the feast of Easter on the day chosen by
the Church of the West."

Eusebius here agrees with S. Jerome; for he has^ pre-

served to us a fragment of a letter written by Polycarp from

1 Hist. Eccl V. 16.

2 Of. the author's treatise on the Easter controversy in the Freihurger Kirchen-

lexicon, Bd. vii. S. 874, where the q[uestion is considered more carefully. The

fullest examination will be given, however, under the history of the Nicene

Council.
3 Hist. Ecd. V. 24.
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Ephesus, in which this bishop says that Victor had required

him to assemble the bishops who were subordinate to him
;,

that he had done so, but that he and all the bishops present

at this synod had pronounced for the practice of the Quarto-

decimans or of S. John
;
that these bishops, the number of

whom was considerable, had approved of the synodical letter

which he had drawn up, and that he had no fear (on account

of the threats of Victor),
" because we must obey God rather

than man." We see from this fragment, that at the moment

when the synods convoked at the request of Victor in Pales-

tine pronounced in favour of the Western practice in Pales-

tine, Pontus, Gaul, and Osrhoene, a great synod of bishops

from Asia Minor, held at Ephesus, the see of Polycarp, had

formally declared against this practice ;
and it is precisely

from the synodical letter of this council that we have the

fragment given above.

Bishop Victor then wished to exclude the bishops of Asia

Minor from the communion of the Church
;
but other bishops

turned him from his purpose. S. Irenseus, in particular, ad-

dressed a letter to him on this occasion, in the name of the

bishops of Gaul, over whom he presided ;
a letter in which, it

is true, he defended the Western custom of celebrating Easter,

but in which also he prayed Victor not to excommunicate "
a

great number of churches, who were only guilty of observing an

ancient custom," etc. This fragment has also been preserved to

us by Eusebius
;
and we may consider it as a part of the synodi-

cal letter of the bishops of Gaul, since, as Eusebius makes him

remark, Irenseus expressly declared
"
that he wrote in the name

of his brethren of Gaul, over whom he presided." It may be

asked if the synod here spoken of is the same as that men-

tioned by Eusebius in another place,^ and which we mentioned

above. If it be the same, it must be admitted that, at the re-

quest of Victor, there was at first a synod of the Quartodeci-

mans in Asia Minor, and that it was only later on, when the

result was known, that other councils were also assembled, and

especially in Gaul. It may be also that S. Irenseus presided

over two successive councils in Gaul, and that in the first he

declared himself for the Western practice regarding Easter, in

1
V. 23.
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the second against the threatening schism. This is the

opinion of the latest biographer of S. Irenseus, the Abbe J.

M. Prat.-^ The Synodicon {Libellus Synodicus) only speaks of

one synod in Gaul, presided over by Irenseus, on the subject

of the Easter controversy ;
and he adds that this synod was

composed of Irenseus and of thirteen other bishops.

The Libellus Synodicus also gives information about the

other councils of which Eusebius speaks, concerning the ques-

tion of Easter.^ Thus :

a. From the writing of the priests of Eome of which we

have spoken, and which was signed by Pope Victor, the

Libellus Synodicus concludes, as also does Valesius in his

translation ot the Eccles. Hist, of Eusebius,^ that there must

have been a Eoman synod at which, besides Victor, fourteen

other bishops were present. This is opposed by Dom Con-

stant in his excellent edition of the Epistolce Pontif. p. 94,

and after him by Mosheim in his book De Rebus Christianorum

ante Constant. M. p. 2 6 7, who remarks that Eusebius speaks of

a letter from the Eoman priests and Pope Victor, and not of

a synod. But it has often happened, especially in the follow-

ing centuries, that the decrees of the synods, and in particular

of the Eoman synods, have only been signed by the president,

and have been promulgated by him under the form of an

edict emanating from him alone. This is what is expressly

said by a Eoman synod held by Pope Eelix ii. in 485.*

h. According to the Synodicon, two synods were held in

Palestrae, on the subject of the Easter controversy: the one

at Jerusalem, presided over by Narcissus, and composed of

fourteen bishops ;
and the other at Csesarea, comprising twelve

bishops, and presided over by Theophilus.

c. Eourteen bishops were present at the Asiatic Synod of

Pontus, under the presidency of Bishop Palmas, whom the

Synodicon caUs Plasmas.

d. Eighteen bishops were present at that of Osrhoene
;
the

Libellus Synodicus AoQ^ not mention who presided.

^ Translated into German by Oischinger, Eegensburg 1846.

2 In Hard, Icy. 1494 sq. ; Mansi, I.e. i. 725 sq.
» v. 23.

*
Mansi, vii. 1140

;
Hard. iii. 856. Cf. the observations of Ballerini, Opera

S. Leonis M, ill 933, note 30.



DOUBTFUL SYNODS OF THE SECOND CENTURY. 83

e. It speaks also of a synod held in Mesopotamia, on the

subject of Easter, which also counted eighteen bishops (it is

probably the same synod as that of Osrhoene).

/. And, lastly, of a synod at Corinth, presided over by

Bishop Bacchyllus ;
whilst Eusebius^ says expressly that Bac-

chyllus of Corinth did not publish any synodical letter on the

subject of the celebration of Easter, but simply a private letter.

Sec. 3. Doubtful Synods of the Second Century.

The anonymous author of the Prcedestinatus speaks of three

other synods of the second century. According to him,

a. In A.D. 125 a synod was held of all the bishops of

Sicily, presided over by Eustathius of Libybseum and Theo-

doras of Palermo. This synod considered the cause of the

Gnostic Heraclionites, and sent its acts to Pope Alexander,

that he might decide further in the matter.^

h. In 152 the heresy of the Colarbasians, another Gnostic

sect, was anathematized by Theodotus Bishop of Pergamum
in Mysia, and by seven other bishops assembled in synod.^

c. In 160 an Eastern synod rejected the heresy of the

Gnostic Cerdo.*

The Libellus Synodicus mentions, besides :

a. A synod held at Eome, under Pope Telesphorus (127—

139), against the currier Theodotus, the anti-Trinitarian.

h. A second synod at Eome, held under Pope Anicetus,

upon the Easter question, at the time when Polycarp Bishop
of Smyrna visited the Pope.

c. A third Eoman synod under Victor, and which con-

demned Theodotus, Ebion, and Artemon.

d. A fourth Eoman synod, also held under Victor, and

which anathematized SabeUius and Noetus.

e. Finally, a synod of the confessors of Gaul, who declared

against Montanus and Maximilla in a letter addressed to the

A.siatics.^

1
V. 23.

^
Mansi, I.e. 1. 647. Cf. Mansi's note on tte small confidence we must here

l)lace in Prcedestinatus.
3
Mansi, I.e. p. 670. *

Mansi, I.e. p. 682.
^ Hard. I.e. v. 1491 sq. ; Mansi, I.e. i. 662, 686, 725 sq.
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These eight synods mentioned by the author of Prcedesti-

natus and by the Lihellus Synodicus are apparently imaginary :

for, on one side, there is not a single ancient and original

document which speaks of them
;
and on the other, the state-

ments of these two unknown authors are either unlikely or

contrary to chronology. We will instance, for example, the

pretended Eoman synod, presided over by Victor, which

anathematized Sabellius. In admitting that the usual date,

according to which Sabellius would have lived a full haK-

century later (about 250), may be inexact, as the Philoso-

'/)houmena recently discovered have proved, yet it is clear from

this document that Sabellius had not yet been excluded

from the Church under Pope Zephyrinus (202-218), the suc-

cessor of Victor, and that he was not excommunicated until

the time of Pope Calixtus.^

It is also impossible that Theodotus the currier should

have been condemned by a Eoman synod held under Teles-

phorus, since Theodotus lived towards the close of the second

century.^ It is the same with the pretended Sicilian Council

in 125. According to the information afforded to us by
the ancients, especially S. Ireneeus and Tertullian, Heracleon

changed the system of Valentine. He could not then have

flourished till after 125. As to Pope Alexander, to whom
this synod is said to have rendered an account of its acts in

125, he died a martyr in 119.

It is also by mistake that we have been told of a synod
in which Pope Anicetus and Polycarp both took part. The

interview of these two bishops has been confounded with a

synod : it is the same with the pretended Synod of Gaul,

held against Montanus.

The author of the Libellus Synodicus has evidently mis-

understood Eusebius, who says on this subject -}
" The news

iof what had taken place in Asia* on the subject of Montanus

(the synod) was known to the Christians of GauL The latter

were at that time cruelly persecuted by Marcus Aurelius
;

many of them were in prisoa They, however, gave their

opinion from their prison on the matter of Montanus, arid

* Cf. DoUinger, Hippolytm und KallistuSy S. 198 ff.
^ See above, p. 80.

Hist. Eccles, v. 3.
* See above, p. 78.
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addressed letters to their brethren of Asia, and to Eleutherus

Bishop of Rome." ^
It will be seen that the question here is

not of a synod, but of letters written by confessors (the Lihellus

Synodicus also mentions confessors).

Finally, a ninth council, which is said to have conveyed to

the Bishop of Seleucia a patriarchal right over the whole of

Assyria, Media, and Persia, is evidently an invention; and

the mention of a Patriarchate on this occasion is a patent

anachronism, as has been proved by Assemani in his Bihlio-

theque Orientale?

^ Cf. the dissertation of the author, der Montanismus, in the Freihurger

Kirchenlexicon, Bd. vii. S. 253.

* T. iii. ; and Mansi, Collect. Cone. i. 706.



CHAPTER 11.

THE SYNODS OF THE THIRD CENTURY.

Sec. 4. First Half of the Third Century.

THE
series of synods of the third century opens with that

of Carthage, to which Agrippinus bishop of that city

had called the bishops of Numidia and of proconsular Africa.

S. Cyprian speaks of this Synod in his seventy-first and

seventy-third letters, saying that all the bishops present de-

clared baptism administered by heretics to be void
;
and he

supports his own view on this subject by what had passed in

this ancient Synod of Carthage.-^ This Synod was probably
the most ancient of Latin Africa

;
for Tertullian,^ who recalls

the Greek synods as a glory, tells not of one single council

being held in his country. According to Uhlhorn^ it was

about 205, according to Hesselburg about 212, that the work

of Tertullian, de Jejuniis, was composed ;
therefore the Synod

in question must have been held either after 205 or after

212. It has not been possible up to this time to verify this

date more exactly. /But the newly-discovered ^iXoaot^ovixeva,

falsely attributed to Origen, and which were probably written

by Hippolytus, have given more exact dates
;
and DoUinger,

relying upon this document, has placed the date of this Synod
of Carthage between 218 and 222.* The Philosophoumena

relate, indeed, that the custom of re-baptizing
—that is to say,

of repeating the baptism of those who had been baptized by
1
Cypriani 0pp. ed. Ben. Par. 1726, pp. 127, 130; Mansi, i. 734. Cf. on this

Synod, Aug. de hap. contra JDonatist. lib. ii. c. 7, where their conclusions are

found fault with.
* De Jejun. c. 12. Cf. Mosh. Commentar. de rebus Christ, ante Const. M.

p. 264.

3 Fundamenta Chronologic^ Tertulliance, 1852, p. 65 sq.
*
Dbllinger, Hippolytus und Kallistus, 1853, S. 189 f.
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heretics—was introduced under the Bishop of Eome, Callistus

(in some churches in communion with him).;/ One can

scarcely doubt but that this passage referred to Bishop Agrip-

pinus and his Synod at Carthage; for S. Augustine and

S. Vincent of Lerins^ say expressly that Agrippinus was the

first who introduced the custom of re-baptism. The Synod of

Carthage, then, took place in the time of Pope Callistus I., that

is to say, between 218 and 222.^ This date agrees with the

well-known fact that Tertullian was the first of all Christian

writers who declared the baptism of heretics invalid
;
and it

may be presumed that his book de Baptismo exerted a certain

influence upon the conclusions of the Council of Carthage.^

It is not contradicted by the forty-sixth (forty-seventh) apos-

tolic canon, which orders bishops, under pain of deposition,

to re-baptize those who had been baptized by a heretic
;

for it

is known that these so-called apostolic canons were composed
some centuries later.

S. Cyprian speaks, in his sixty-sixth letter, of a synod held

long before {jampridem) in Africa, and which had decided

that a clergyman could not be chosen by a dying person as a

guardian ;* but nothing shows that he understood by that, the

synod presided over by Agrippinus, or a second African council.

The great Origen gave occasion for two synods at Alex-

andria. About the year 228, being called into Achaia on

account of the religious troubles reigning there, Origen passed

through Palestine, and was ordained priest at Csesarea by his

friends Alexander Bishop of Jerusalem and Theoctistus

Bishop of Csesarea, although there were two reasons for his

non-admission to holy orders : first, that he belonged to

another diocese
;
and secondly, that he had castrated himself.^

It is not known what decided him or the bishops of Palestine

to take this uncanonical step. Demetrius of Alexandria,

diocesan bishop of Origen, was very angry with what had

been done
;
and if we regard it from the ecclesiastical point of

^
Aug. I.e.; Vincent. Lirin. c. 9, p. 114, ed. Kliipfel.

2
Pagi, Critica in Annates Baronii, t. i. ad ann. 219, n. ii. 222, n. iv. and

224, n. ii. p. 206 sq.
=»

Dollinger, I.e. S. 191.
,

*
Cypriani 0pp. I.e. p. 114

; Mansi, Ic. p. 735.
• Euseb. Hist. Eccl vi. 23.
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view, lie was riglit. When Origen returned to Alexandria,

Demetrius told him of his displeasure, and reproached him

with his voluntary mutilation.^ But the principal grievance,

without doubt, had reference to several false doctrines held by

Origen: for he had then already written his book de Frincipiis

and his Stromata, which contain those errors
;

^ and it is not

necessary to attribute to the Bishop of Alexandria personal

feelings of hatred and jealousy in order to understand that he

should have ordered an inquiry into Origen's opinions under

the circumstances. Origen hastened to leave Alexandria of his

own accord, according to Eusebius
;

^
whilst Epiphanius* says,

erroneously, that Origen fled because, shortly before, he had

shown much weakness during a persecution. His bitterest

enemies have never cast a reproach of this nature at him.

Demetrius, however, assembled a synod of Egyptian bishops
and priests of Alexandria in 231, who declared Origen

unworthy to teach, and excluded him from the Church of

Alexandria. Demetrius again presided over a second synod
at Alexandria, without this time calling his priests, and Origen
w^as declared to be deprived of the sacerdotal dignity. An
encyclical letter published by Demetrius made these resolu-

tions known in all the provinces.*

According to S. Jerome and Rufinus, a Eoman assembly,

probably called under Pope Pontian, shortly after deliberated

upon this judgment ;
and Origen after that sent to Pope

Fabian (236—250) a profession of faith, to explain and retract

his errors.^ Several writers have thought that the word

senatus must not be understood in the sense of a synod,
and that we are to consider it only as an assembly of the

Eoman clergy. Dollinger, on the contrary, presumes that

Origen had taken part in the discussions of the priest Hip-

polytus with Pope Callistus and his successors (Origen had

learned to know Hippolytus at Eome, and he partly agreed

1 Euseb. Ic. vi. 8.
^ Euseb. Ic. vi. 24.

'
vi. 26. "* Hceres. 64. 2.

* Photii Bihlioth. cod. 118
;
and Hieron. lib. ii. in Rujin. c. 5. Cf. Hefele>

discussion on Origen in the Freihurger Kirclienlex. of Wetzer and "Welte, Bd. vii.

S. 829. [A French translation is edited by Goschler.]
6 Hieron. Ep. ad Pammochium et Oceanum, n. 84 (al. 65 sen 41), § 10, p. 751,

t. i. ed. Migiie. Further : Rufinus, lib. ii. in Hieron. n. 20
;
in Migne, p. 600,

t. xxi. of his Cursus Patrol.; in the Eened. ed. of S. Jerome, t. iv. pt. ii. p. 430.
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with his opinions), and that for this reason Pontian had held

a synod against Origen.^

A little before this period, and before the accession of Pope
Fabian, a synod was certainly held at Iconium in Asia Minor,
which must have been of great authority in the controversy
which was soon to begin on the subject of the baptism of

heretics. Like the Synod of Carthage, presided over by Agrip-

pinus, that of Iconium declared every baptism conferred by a

heretic to be invalid. The best information upon this Council

has been furnished us by the letter which Bishop Firmilian

of Caesarea in Cappadocia, who showed himself so active in

this controversy, addressed to S. Cyprian.^ It says :

" Some

having raised doubts upon the validity of baptism conferred by
heretics, we decided long ago, in the Council held at Iconium

in Phrygia, with the Bishops of Galatia, Cilicia, and the other

neighbouring provinces, that the ancient practice against
heretics should be maintained and held firm (not to regard

baptism conferred by them)."
^ Towards the end of the letter

we read
;

"
Among us, as more than one Church has never

been recognised, so also have we never recognised as holy any
but the baptism of that Church. Some having had doubts

upon the validity of baptism conferred by those who receive

new prophets (the Montanists), but who, however, appear to

adore the same Father and the same Son as ourselves, we
have assembled in great number at Iconium : we have very

carefully examined the question (diligentissime tractavimus),

and we have decided that all baptism administered outside

the Church must be rejected." This letter then speaks of

the Council of Iconium as of a fact already old
;
and it says

also, that it was occasioned by the question of the validity

of baptism administered by Montanists. JN'ow, as Firmilian

wrote this letter about the middle of the third century, it

follows that the Council of Iconium, of which he often speaks
as of an ancient assembly held long before {jampridem), took

place about twenty years before the writing of his letter

Dionysius Bishop of Alexandria, about the middle of the third-

century, also says :

"
It is not the Africans (Cyprian) who

1
Dbllinger, ?.c. S. 260. ^

Cyp. Epp. n. 75.

*
Cyp. 0pp. ed. Benedict., Paris 1726, p. 145

; Mansi, I.e. p. 9H.
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liave introduced the custom of re-baptizing heretics : this

measure had been taken long before Cyprian (tt/jo ttoWov),

by other bishops at the Synod of Iconium and of Synnada."
^

In these two passages of his letter to S. Cyprian, Firmilian

gives us a fresh means of fixing the date of the Synod of

Iconium, saying formally several times :

" We assembled our-

selves at Iconium
;

ive have examined the question ;
we have

decreed," etc. It results from this, that he was himseK pre-

sent at this Synod. On the other side, the jampridem and

other similar expressions justify us in placing this Synod
in the first years of Firmilian's episcopate. Now we know
from Eusebius ^

that Firmilian flourished so early as in the

time of the Emperor Alexander Severus (222—235) as Bishop
of Caesarea

;
so that we can, with Valesius and Pagi, place the

celebration of the Synod of Iconium in the years 230-235.^

Baronius, by a very evident error, assigns it to the year 258.

According to aU probability, we must refer to the Synod
of Iconium a short passage of S. Augustine, in the third

chapter of his third book against Cresconius, in which he

speaks of a synod composed of fifty Eastern bishops.

Dionysius the Great, Bishop of Alexandria, speaks,* we
have seen, not only of the Synod of Iconium, but also of a

Synod of Synnada, a town also situated in Phrygia. In this

Synod, he says, the baptism by heretics was also rejected.

We may conclude from his words that the two assemblies

took place about the same time. We have no other informa-

tion on this subject.^

We know very little about the concilium Lambesitanum,

which, says S. Cjrprian, in his fifty-fifth letter to Pope Cor-

nelius,^ had been held long before in the Zamhesitana Colonia

(in Numidia) by ninety bishops, and condemned a heretic

^
Frag, of a letter of Dionysius to the Roman priest Philemon, in Euseb.

Hist. Eccl vii. 7.

2 Hist Eccl. vi. 26.

3 Valesius in his remarks on Eusebius, Hist. Eccl. vii. 7 ; Pagi, Critica in

Annales Baronii, ad ann, 255, n. 16
;

cf. DoUinger, Hippolyt, S. 191 f.

4 Euseb. Hist. Eccl. vii. 7.

5
Dbllinger thinks {Hippolyt, S. 191) this Synod was almost contempo-

raneous with that of Carthage under Agrippinus (between 218 and 222).
«
Cyp. 0pp. I.e. p. 84.
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named Privatics (probably Bishop of Lambese) as guilty of

several grave offences." The Eoman priests also mention this

Privatus in their letter to S. Cyprian } but they do not give

any further information concerning him.

A better known council was that which was held about

the year 244, at Bostra in Arabia Petraea (now Bosrah and

Bosserat), on account of the errors of Beryllus, bishop of this

town. It is known that Beryllus belonged to the party of

the Monarchians, generally called Patripassianists. This

bishop held other erroneous opinions, which were peculiar to

himself, and which it is now very difficult to distinguish.^

The attempt made by the Arabian bishops to bring back

Beryllus from his errors having failed, they called in Origen
to their aid, who then lived at Caesarea in Palestine.^ Origen
came and conversed with Beryllus, first in private, then in

presence of the bishops. The document containing the dis-

cussion was known to Eusebius and S. Jerome
;
but it was

afterwards lost. Beryllus returned to the orthodox doctrrue,

and later expressed, it is said, his gratitude to Origen in a

private lejtter.*

Another controversy was raised in Arabia about the soul,

as to whether it passed away (fell asleep) with the body, to

rise (awake) at the resurrection of the body. At the request

of one of the great Arabian synods, as Eusebius remarks,

Origen had to argue against these Hypnopsychites, and he

was as successful as in the affair of Beryllus.^ The Libellus

Synodicus adds^ that fourteen bishops were present at the

Synod, but it does not mention, any more than Eusebius, the

place where it was held.

About the same period must also have been held two

1 N. 30, Cyp. 0pp. l.c. p. 41, and Ep. 55, p. 84. Cf. Walcli, Ketzerh. {Hist

of Heretics), Bd. ii. S. 181 ff.

^ Cf. on this subject, Ullmann, De Beryllo Bostreno ejtisque doctrina Com-

mentatio, 1835
; Kober, Beryll von Bostra, eine dogmenh. UntersucJiung, in the

Tubing, theol. Quartalschri/t, 1848, Heft 1
;
and Corner, Lehre von der

Person Christi, 2 Aufl. Bd. i. S. 645 IF. [Eng. transl. published by Clark of

Edinburgh].
^ Euseb. Hist. Eccl vi. 33.
* Euseb. Hist. Eccl. vi. 33 ;

Hieron. in Catalog. Script. Eccl. c. 60. The
Lihellus SynodicuLS refers also to this Synod, but very barely and inaccurately.

« Euseb. Hist. Eccl. vi. 37. ^ In Mansi, l.c. L 790 ; Hard. v. 1495.
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Asiatic synods, on the subject of the anti-Trinitarian (Patri-

passian) I^Toetus
;

S. Epiphanius is the only one to mention

them, and he does so without giving any detail, and without

saying where they took place.-^ The assertion of the author

of Frcedestinatus,^ that about this time a synod was held in

Achaia against the Valesians, who taught voluntary mutila-

tion,^ is still more doubtful, and very probably false. The

very existence of this sect is doubtful.

We are on more solid historical ground when we approach
the tolerably numerous synods which were celebrated, chiefly

in Africa, about the middle of the third century. The letters

of S. Cyprian especially acquaint us with them. He first

speaks, in his sixty-sixth letter, of an assembly of his col-

leagues (the bishops of Africa), and of his fellow-priests (the

presbyters of Carthage), and so of a Carthaginian* Synod,
which had to decide upon a particular case of ecclesiastical

discipline. A Christian named Geminius Victor, of Furni

in Africa, had on the approach of death appointed a priest

named Geminius Faustinus as guardian to his children. We
have seen above, that an ancient synod of Africa, perhaps
that held under Agrippinus, had forbidden that a priest

should be a guardian, because a clergyman ought not to

occupy himself with such temporal business. The Synod of

Carthage, held under S. Cyprian, renewed this prohibition,

and ordained, in the spirit of that ancient council, that no

prayers should be said or sacrifices (ohlationes) offered for the

deceased Victor, as he had no claim to the prayers of priests

who had endeavoured to take a priest from the holy altar.

In the letter of which we speak, S. Cyprian gave an account

of this decision to the Christians of Furni.^ The Benedictines

of Saint Maur ^

presume that this letter was written before

the outbreak of the persecution of Decius, which would place

this Synod in the year 249.

1
Epipb^n. Hceres. 57, c. 1. Cf. Mansi, Ic. p. 790.

2 Lib. i. c. 37. ^
Mansi, I.e. p. 790.

* Mansi and tbe other collectors of tbe acts of councils bave overlooked tbis

Synod.
5
Cypriani Ep. 66, p. 114, ed. Bened.

6 In tbeir Life of S. Cyprian, n. iv. p. xlvi. ed. Bened.
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Sec. 5. First Synods at Carthage and Rome on account of

Novaiianism and the
"
Lapsi" (251).

The scliism of Felicissiinns and the Novatian controversy

soon afterwards occasioned several synods. When, in 248, S.

Cyprian was elected Bishop of Carthage, there was a small

party of malcontents there, composed of five priests, of whom
he speaks himself in his fortieth letter. Soon after the com-

mencement of the persecution of Decius (at the beginning of

the year 250) the opposition to Cyprian became more violent,

because in the interest of the discipline of the Church he

would not always regard the letters of peace which some

martyrs without sufficient consideration gave to the lapsi}

He was accused of exaggerated severity against the fallen,

and his own absence (from February 250 until the month of

April or May 251) served to strengthen the party which was

formed against him. An accident caused the schism to break

out. Cyprian had from his retreat sent two bishops and two

priests to Carthage, to distribute help ,
to the faithful poor

(many had been ruined by the persecution). The deacon

Felicissimus opposed the envoys of Cyprian, perhaps because

he considered the care of the poor as an exclusive right of

the deacons, and because he would not tolerate special commis-

sioners from the bishop on such a business. This took place
at the end of 250, or at the beginning of 251. Felicissimus

had been ordained deacon by the priest Novatus unknown to

Cyprian, and without his permission, probably during his re-

treat. Now, besides the fact that such an ordination was con-

trary to all the canons of the Church, Felicissimus was personally

unworthy of any ecclesiastical office, on account of his deceit-

fulness and his corrupt manners.^ Cyprian, being warned by
his commissioners, excommunicated Felicissimus and some of

his partisans on account of their disobedience
;

^ but the

signal for revolt was given, and Felicissimus soon had vdih.

him those five priests who had been the old adversaries of

Cyprian, as well as all those who accused the bishop of .being

1 Cf. Cypriani Epist. 14.

« Cf. CjT). Epp. 49, 37, 35 ;
and Walcli, Ketzerh. Bd. ii. S. 296.

8
Ep. 38.
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too severe with regard to the lapsi, and of despising the

letters of the martyrs. These contributed to give to the

opposition quite another character. Till then it had only

been composed of some disobedient priests; henceforth the

party took for a war-cry the severity of the bishop with re-

gard to the lapsi. Thus not only the lapsi, but also some con-

fessors (con/essores) who had been hurt by the little regard that

Cyprian showed for the libelli pacis, swelled the ranks of the

revolt.-^ It is not known whether Novatus was in the num-

ber of the five priests who were the first movers of the party.

By some it is asserted, by others denied. After having in

vain recalled the rebels to obedience,^ Cyprian returned to

Carthage, a year after the festival of Easter in 251;^ and he

WTote his book de Zapsis as a preparation for the Synod which

he assembled soon afterwards, probably during the month of

May 251.* The Council was composed of a great number of

bishops,^ and of some priests and deacons :

^ he excommuni-

cated Felicissimus and the five priests after having heard

them,^ and at the same time set forth the principles to be

followed with regard to the lapsi, after having carefully exa-

mined the passages of Scripture treating of this question.^

All the separate decrees upon this subject were collected into

one book,^ which may be considered as the first penitential

book which had appeared in the Church
;
but unfortunately

it is lost. Cyprian makes us acquainted with the principal

rules in his fifty-second letter : namely, that all hope must not

be taken away from the lapsed, that, in excluding them from

the Church, they may not be driven to abandon the faith, and

to fall back again into a life of heathenism
; that, notwith-

standing, a long penance must be imposed upon them, and

that they must be punished proportionally to their fault.-^^ It

is evident, continues Cyprian, that one must act differently

with those who have gone, so to speak, to meet apostasy,

1
Walch, Ic. S. 305. «

Walch, I.e. S. 299.

«
Cypr. Ep. 40, p. 55, ed. Bened.

*
Cypr. Ep. 40, p. 55

; £Jp. 62, p. 67. Cf. the Vita Cypriani by Pnidentiua

Maran, N. xviii.
;
same ed. p. Ixxx.

5
Cypr. Bp. 62, p. 67. «

C}T)r. Ep. 65, p. 87.

f
Cypr. Ep. 42, p. 57

; Ep. 55, pp. 79, 83. «
Cypr. Ep. 52, p. 67.

»
Cyprian speaks of tMs in his Ep. 52, p. Q7, ^^

Cypr. Ep. 52, p. 67.
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spontaneonsly taking part in the impious sacrifices, and those

who have been, as it were, forced to this odious sacrilege after

long struggles and cruel sufferings : so also with those who
have carried with them in their crime their wife, their

children, their servants, their friends, making them also share

their fall, and those who have only been the victims, who
have sacrificed to the gods in order to serve their families

and their houses
;
that there should no less be a difference

between the sacrificati and the libdlatici, that is to say, be-

tween those who had really sacrificed to the gods, and those

who, without making a formal act of apostasy, had profited by
the weakness of the Eoman functionaries, had seduced them,

and had made them give them false attestations
;
that the

libellatici must be reconciled immediately, but that the sacri-

ficati must submit to a long penance, and only be reconciled

as the moment of their death approached;* finally, that as

for the bishops and priests, they must also be admitted to

penance, but not again permitted to discharge any episcopal

or sacerdotal
*
function.

Jovinus and Maximus, two bishops of the party of Felicis-

simus, who had been reproved before by nine bishops for

having sacrificed to the gods, and for having committed

abominable sacrilege, appeared before the Synod of Carthage.

The Synod renewed the sentence originally given against

them
;
but in spite of this decree, they dared again to present

themselves, with several of their partisans, at the Synod of

Carthage, held the following year.^

Cyprian and the bishops assembled around him decided to

send their synodical decisions of 251 to Eome, to Pope Cor-

nelius, to obtain his consent with regard to the measures

taken against the lajpd.^ It was the more necessary to under-

stand, each other on the subject of these measures, as the

Eoman Church had also been troubled by the Novatian schism.*

Pope Cornelius assembled at Eome in the autumn—^probably

1
Cypr. Ep. 52, pp. 69, 70, 71.

»
Cypr. Ej>. 68, j^. 119, 120.

»
Cypr. Ep. 55, p. 84. Cf. Walcli, I.e. Bd. ii S. 308.

*
Cypr. Ep. 52, pp. 67, 68.

* Cf. Hefele's art on this subject in the KirchenUx. Bd. vii. S. 358 ft
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in the month of October 251^—a synod composed of sixty-

bishops, without counting the priests and deacons. The

Synod confirmed the decrees of that of Carthage, and excom-

municated Novatian and his partisans. The two authors who
have preserved these facts for us are Cyprian^ and Eusebius.^

It must be remarked that several editors of the acts of the

councils, and several historians, misunderstanding the original

documents, have turned the two Synods of Carthage and

Eome (251) into four councils.* The Lihellus Synodicus also

speaks of another council which must have been held the

same year at Antioch, again on the subject of the Novatians
;

but one can hardly rely on the Lihellus Synodicus when it is

alone in relating a fact.^

The Novatian schism could not be extirpated ''oj these

synods. The partisans of Felicissimus and of Novatian made

great efforts to recover their position. The Novatians of

Carthage even succeeded in putting at their head a bishop of

their party named Maximus, and they sent many complaints to

Rome on the subject of Cyprian's pretended severity, as, on the

other side, the persecution which was threatening made fresh

measures necessary with regard to the lapsi. Cyprian assembled

a fresh council at Carthage on the Ides of May 252, which

sixty-six bishops attended.^ It was probably at this council

that two points were discussed which were brought forward

by the African Bishop Fidus.^ Fidus complained at first that

Therapius Bishop of BuUa (near Hippo) had received the

priest Victor too soon into the communion of the Church, and

without having first imposed upon him the penance he de-

served. The Synod declared that it was evidently contrary

to the former decisions of the councils, but that they would

^ Cf. the Vita Cypriani in the Benedict, ed. p. xcii. '
Ep. 52.

' Hist. Eccl. vi. 43, pp. 242, 245, ed. Mog.
* Cf. Tillemont, M4moires pour servir a Vhistoire eccUs. t. iii. art. viii., snr

S. Corneille, etc., not. v. pp. 197, 348, ed. Brux. 1732. Cf. also Walch, Hist.

Kirchenvers. S. 102, An. 1.

5
Mansi, i. 867, 871; Hard. v. 1498; Walch, I.e. S. 103.

6
Cypr. Ep. 69, p. 97, and Ep. 55, p. 84.

^
Tillemont, I.e. t. iv. p. 46, art. 30, sur S. Cyprien; Remi Ceillier, Hist.

ginirale des auteurs sacr6s, t. iii. pp. 585, 588,—have shown that these were not

two councils
;
whilst Prudeutius Maran, in the Vita S. Cypriani^ p. xcviii.,

holds for two councils.
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content themselves for this time with blaming Bishop Thera-

pius, without declaring invalid the reconciliation of the piiest

Victor, which he had effected. In the second place, Fidus

enunciated the opinion that infants should be baptized, not in

the first days after their birth, but eight days after
;
to observe,

with regard to baptism, the delay formerly prescribed for

circumcision. The Synod unanimously condemned this opinion,

declaring that they could not thus delay to confer grace on

the new-bom.-^

The next principal business of the Synod was that concerning
the lapsi ; and the fifty-fourth letter of S. Cyprian gives us

an account of what passed on this subject. The Synod, he

says, on this subject decided that, considering the imminent

persecution, they might immediately reconcile all those who
showed signs of repentance, in order to prepare them for the

battle by means of the holy sacraments : Idoneus esse non potest

ad martyrium qui ab Ecclesia non armatur ad prodium? In

addressing its synodical letter to Pope Cornelius (it is the

fifty-fourth of S. C3^rian's letters), the Council says formally :

Placuit nobis, sancto Spiritu suggerente^ The heretic Privatus,

of the colonia Lambesitana, probably bishop of that town, who,

as we have seen, had been condemned, again appeared at the

Council
;
but he was not admitted. Neither would they admit

Bishops Jovinus and Maximus, partisans of Felicissimus, and

condemned as he was
;
nor the false Bishop Felix, consecrated

by Privatus after he became a heretic, who came with him.

They then united themselves with the fallen bishop Eepostus

Saturnicensis,* who had sacrificed during the persecution, and

they gave the priest Fortunatus as bishop to the lax party at

Carthage.^ He had been one of S. Cyprian's five original

adversaries.

^

Cypriani Ep. 59, ad Fidum, p. 97 ss.

^
Cypriani Ep. 54, p. 78. Eouth. has reprinted and commented upon this

letter of S. Cyprian's, Beliquice sacrce, iii. 69 sqq., 108 sqq. This work also con-

tains the acts of all the other synods held by S. Cyprian, accompanied with a

commentary.
'
Cypr. Ep. 54, p. 79 sqq. Cf. on this Council, Vita S. Cyprianiy in the

Bened. ed. p. xciv.
* The reading is here uncertain. Cf. the notes in the Bened. edition of

S. Cyprian, p. 457.
•
Cypr. Ep. 55, p. 84. Cf. Vita Cypriani, p. xcvi.
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A short time after, a new synod assembled at Carthage on

the subject of the Spanish bishops Martial and Basilides.

Both had been deposed for serious faults, especially for having
denied the faith. Basilides had judged himself to be unworthy
of the episcopal dignity, and declared himseK satisfied if,

after undergoing his penance, he might be received into lay

communion. Martial had also confessed his fault
;
but after

some time they both appealed to Eome, and by means of

false accounts they succeeded in gaining over Pope Stephen,

who demanded that Basilides should be replaced in his

bishopric, although Sabinus had been already elected to suc-

ceed him. Several Spanish bishops seem to have supported

the pretensions of Basilides and Martial, and placed them-

selves, it appears, on their side
;
but the Churches of Leon, of

Asturia, and of Emerita, wrote on this subject to the African

bishops, and sent two deputies to them—Bishops Sabinus

and Felix, probably the elected successors of Basilides and

Martial. Felix Bishop of Saragossa supported them with

a private letter. S. Cyprian then assembled a council com-

posed of thirty-seven bishops ;
and we possess the synodical

letter of the assembly, in his sixty-eighth epistle, in which the

deposition of Martial and Basilides is confirmed, the election

of their successors is declared to be legitimate and regular,

the bishops who had spoken in favour of the deposed bishops

are censured, and the people are instructed to enter into

ecclesiastical communion with their successors.-^

Sec. 6. Synods relative to the Baptism of Heretics (255-256).

To these synods concerning the lajpsi, succeeded three

African councils on the subject of baptism by heretics. We
have seen that three former councils—that of Carthage, pre-

sided over by Agrippinus ;
two of Asia Minor, that of Ico-

nium, presided over by Firmilian, and that of Synnada, held

at the same period
—had declared that baptism conferred by

heretics was invalid. This principle, and the consequent prac-

tice in Asia Minor, would appear to have occasioned, towards

the end of the year 2 5 3, a conflict between Pope Stephen and

the bishops of Asia Minor, Helenus of Tarsus and Firmilian
'

1
Cypr. Ep. 68, p. 117 scj.
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of C^esarea, sustained by all tlie bishops of Cilicia, of Cappa-
docia, and the neighbouring provinces ;

so that Stephen, accord-

ing to Dionysius the Great/ threatened these bishops with

excommunication because they repeated the baptism conferred

by heretics. Dionysius the Great mediated with the Pope in

favour of the bishops of Asia Minor
;
and the letter which

he wrote prevented their being excluded from the Church.^

The first sentence of this letter would even allow it to be sup-

posed that peace was completely re-established, and that the

bishops of Asia Minor had conformed to the demand of the

Pope. However, later on, Pirmilian is again found in opposi-
tion to Eome.

The Easterns then stirred up the controversy on the baptism
of heretics before S. Cyprian ;

and when Eusebius says,^ irpcoro^

Twv Tore Kv7rpcav6<;, k.t.X., this passage must be thus under-

stood : Cyprian was the most important, and in this sense the

first, of those who demanded the re-baptism of heretics.*

Let us now turn our attention to Africa, and particularly
to S. Cyprian. Some African bishops being of the opinion
that those who abandoned heretical sects to enter the Church

must not be re-baptized,^ eighteen bishops of J^umidia, who
held a different opinion, and rejected baptism by heretics,

asked of the Synod of Carthage of 255^ if it were neces-

sary to re-baptize those who had been baptized by heretics

or schismatics, when they entered the Church.^ At this

Synod, presided over by S. Cyprian, there were twenty-one

bishops present :^ the seventieth epistle of Cyprian is nothing

^ In Euseb. Hist. Eccl. vii. 5.

^ Eusebius has preserved a fragment of this letter, Hist. Ecdes. vii. 5. This

fragment implies that the letter contained more than Eusebius has preserved of

it, especially a prayer in favour of the bishops of Asia Minor. Cf. the words

of another letter of Dionysius : de his omnibus ego ad ilium (Stephanum) epis-

tolam misi rogans atque ohtestans (Euseb. l.c.). Cf. on this point, Vita S.

Cypriani, by Prudentius Maran, in tlie Bened. edition of S. Cyprian's works,

p. ex.

3 Hist. Eccles. vii. 3.
* Vita Cypriani, l.c. p. cxi.

5
Cypr. Ep. 71, p. 126.

6 This date is at least probable. Cf. Vita Cypriani, l.c. p. cxi.

7
Cypr. Ep. 70, p. 124.

^ Tlaeir names, and those of the eighteen bishops of Numidia, are to be

found at the commencement of the seventieth epistle of Cyprian.
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but the answer of the Synod to tlie eighteen !N*umidian

bishops. It declares
" that their opinion about the baptism

of heretics is perfectly right ;
for no one can be baptized out

of the Church, seeing there is only one baptism which is in

the Church," etc.

Shortly afterwards, Cyprian being again consulted on the

same question by Quintus, bishop in Mauritania, who sent

him the priest Lucian, sent in answer the synodical letter of

the Council which had just separated ;
and besides, in a pri-

vate letter joined to this official document, he stated his per-

sonal opinion on the validity of the baptism of heretics, and

answered some objections.^

All the bishops of Africa were probably not satisfied with

these decisions;^ and some time after, about 256, Cyprian saw

himself obliged to assemble a second and larger council at Car-

thage, at which no fewer than seventy-one bishops were present.

S. Cyprian relates^ that they treated of a multitude of questions,

but the chief point was the baptism of heretics. The synodical

letter of this great assembly, addressed to Pope Stephen, forms

S. Cyprian's seventieth letter. The Council also sent to the

Pope the letter of the preceding Synod to the eighteen Nu-

midian bishops, as well as the letter of S. Cyprian to Quintus,

and reiterated the assertion
"
that whoso abandoned a sect

ought to be re-baptized
"

adding,
"
that it was not sufficient

{jparum est) to lay hands on such converts ad accipiendum

Sjpiritum sanctum, if they did not also receive the baptism of

the Church." The same Synod decided that those priests and

deacons who had abandoned the catholic Church for any of

the sects, as well as those who had been ordained by the

sectarian false bishops, on re-entering the Church, could only

be admitted into lay communion (communio laicalis). At

the end of their letter, the Synod express the hope that

these decisions would obtain Stephen's approval : they knew,

besides, they said, that many do not like to renounce an

1
Cypr. Ep. 71, p. 126 sq.

2 "
jSTescio qua prsesumptione ducuntur quidam de coUegis nostris, ut putent

eos, qui apud lisereticos tincti sunt, quando ad nos venerint, baptizare noa

oportere," says S. Cyprian in his seventy-first epistle to Quintus, consequently

after the Council of 255.
3 Ep. 72.

I
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opinion which has once been adopted ;
and more than one

bishop, without breaking with his colleagues, will doubtless

be tempted to persevere in the custom which he had embraced.

Besides this, it is not the intention of the Synod to do violence

to any one, or to prescribe a universal law, seeing that each

bishop can cause his will to be paramount in the administra-

tion of his Church, and will have to render an account of it to

God.-^
" These words," Mattes has remarked,^

"
betray either

the desire which the bishops of Africa had to see Stephen

produce that agreement by his authority, which did not yet

exist, and which was not easy to establish
;
or else their appre-

hensions, because they knew that there was a practice at Eome
which did not accord with the opinion of Cyprian." This

last was, in fact, the case
;

for Pope Stephen was so little

pleased with the decisions of the Council of Carthage, that he

did not allow the deputies of the African bishops to appear
before him, refused to communicate with them, forbade all the

faithful to receive them into their houses, and did not hesitate

to call S. Cyprian a false Christian, a false apostle, a deceitful

workman (dolosus ojperarius). This is at least what Firmilian

relates.^ Pope Stephen then pronounced very explicitly, in

opposition to the Africans, for the validity of the baptism of

heretics, and against the custom of repeating the baptism of

those who had already received it from heretics. The letter

which he wrote on this occasion to Cyprian has unfortunately
been lost, and therefore his complete argument is unknown to

us
;
but Cyprian and Firmilian have preserved some passages

of the letter of Stephen in their writings, and it is these short

fragments, with the comments of Cyprian and Firmilian,^

which must serve to make known to us with some certainty
the view of Stephen on the baptism of heretics.

It is commonly admitted that S. Cyprian answered this

violence of Stephen's by assembling the third Council of Car-

tkage ; but it is also possible that this assembly took place

^
Cypriani Ep. 72, p. 128 sq.

2
Mattes, Abhandlung ilber die Ketzertaufe^ in the Tuhinger Quartalschriji,

1849, S. 586.
3 In Cyprian, Ep. 75, pp. 150, 151. Cf. Vita Cypiiani, I.e. p. cxii. sq.
*
Seventy-fourth and seventy -fifth letters of S. Cyprian.
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hefore the arrival of the letter from Eome.^ It was composed
of eiglity-seven bishops (two were represented "by one proxy,

Natalis Bishop of Oea) from proconsular Africa, from Numidia,

and from Mauritania, and of a great number of priests and of

deacons. A multitude of the laity were also present at the

Synod. The acts of this Synod, which still exist, inform us

that it opened on the 1st September, but the year is not

indicated.^ It is probable that it was in 256.^

rirst was read the letter of the African Bishop Jubaianus

to Cyprian on the baptism of heretics, and the answer of

Cyprian ;* then a second letter from Jubaianus, in which he

declared himself now brought to Cyprian's opinion. The

Bishop of Carthage then asked each bishop present freely to

express his opinion on the baptism of heretics : he declared

that no one would be judged or excommunicated for differ-

ences of opinion; for, added he, no one in the assembly
wished to consider himseK as episcopus episcojporum, or thought
to oblige his colleagues to yield to him, by inspiring them

with a tyrannical fear (perhaps this was an allusion to Pope

Stephen). Thereupon the bishops gave their votes in order,

Cyprian the last, all declaring that baptism given by heretics

was invalid, and that, in order to admit them into the Church,

it was necessary to re-baptize those who had been baptized by
heretics.

About the same time C3rprian sent the deacon Eogatian
with a letter to Firmilian Bishop of Csesarea, to tell him how
the question about the baptism of heretics had been decided

in Africa. He communicated to him at the same time, it

appears, the acts and documents which treated of this busi-

ness. Firmilian hastened to express, in a letter still extant,

his full assent to Cjo-ian's principles. This letter of Firmi-

lian's forms ISTo. 75 of the collection of the letters of S.

Cyprian : its contents are only, in general, an echo of what

S. Cyprian had set forth in defence of his OAvn opinion, and

in opposition to Stephen ; only in Firmilian is seen a much

1 Cf. Mattes, S. 587.
* These acts are printed. Cf. Cypriani Opera, p. 329 sqq. ed. Bened.

; !Mansi,

i. 957 sqq. ;
and Hard. i. 159 sq.

3 Cf. Vita S. Cypriani, I.e. p. cxvi.
*
£p. 73.
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greater violence and passion against Stephen,
—so miicli so,

that Molkenbuhr, [Eoman Catholic] Professor at Paderborn,

has thought that a letter so disrespectful towards the Pope
could not be genuine.'^

We are entirely ignorant of what then passed between

Cyprian and Stephen, but it is certain that church com-

munion was not interrupted between them. The persecution

which soon afterwards broke out against the Christians under

the Emperor Valerian, in 257, probably appeased the contro-

versy. Pope Stephen died as a martyr during this persecu-

tion, in the month of August 257.^ His successor Xystus
received from Dionysius the Great, who had already acted as

mediator in this controversy on the baptism of heretics, three

letters in which the author earnestly endeavoured to effect a

reconciliation
;
the Eoman priest Philemon also received one

from Dionysius.^ These attempts were crowned with success;

for Pontius, Cyprian's deacon and biographer, calls Pope Xystus
honus et pacificus sacerdos, and the name of this Pope was

written in the diptychs of Africa.* The eighty-second letter

of Cyprian also proves that the union between Eome and

Carthage was not interrupted, since Cyprian sent a deputation

to Eome during the persecution, to obtain information respect-

ing the welfare of the Eoman Church, that of Pope Xystus,
and in general about the progress of the persecution. Soon

after, on the 14th September 258, Cyprian himseK fell, in his

turn, a victim to the persecution of Valerian.

It remains for us now, in order fully to understand the

controversy on the baptism of heretics, to express with

greater precision the opinions and assertions of Cyprian and

Stephen.

1. We must ask, first of all, which of the two had Chris-

tian antiquity on his side.

a. Cyprian says, in his seventy-third letter :^
" The custom

of baptizing heretics who enter the Church is no innovation

^
Molkenbiihr, Bince dissertationes de Firmiliano, in Migne, Cursus Patro-

logice, iii. 1357 sq. On Molkenbnhr, cf. in Freiburger Kirchenlex. Bd. vii.

S. 218.
^ Cf. Vita S. Cypriani, I. c. p. cxvi.
3 Euseb. Hist. Bed. vii. 5, 7, and 9. Cf. Vita S. Cypriani, I. c. p. ex.
* Cf. Vi'xi S. Cypriani, I.e. p. cxx. = p, 130.
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amongst us : for it is now many years since, under the epis-

copate of Agrippinus of holy memory, a great number o^

bishops settled this question in a synod ;
and since then, up to

our days, thousands of heretics have received baptism without

difficulty." Cyprian, then, wishing to demonstrate the anti-

quity of his custom, could not place it earlier than Agrippinus,
that is to say, than the commencement of the third century

(about 220 years after Christ) ;
and his own words, especially

the
"
since then

"
(exinde), show that it was Agrippinus who

introduced this custom into Africa.

h. In another passage of the same letter,^ Cj^prian adds :

" Those who forbid the baptism of heretics, having been con-

quered by our reasons (ratione), urge against us the custom

of antiquity (gui ratione vincuntur, consuetudinem nobis oppo-

nunt)" If Cj^rian had been able to deny that the practice

of his adversaries was the most ancient, he would have said :

**

They are wrong if they appeal to antiquity (consuetudo) ;
it is

evidently for us." But Cyprian says nothing of the kind : he

acknowledges that his adversaries have antiquity on their side,

and he only tries to take its force from this fact, by asking,
"
Is antiquity, then, more precious than truth ? (quasi consuetudo

major sit veritate) ;" and by adding,
" In spiritual things we

must observe what the Holy Spirit has (afterwards) more

fully revealed (id in spiritualihus sequendum, quod in melius

fuerit a Spiritu sancto revelatum)" He acknowledges, there-

fore, in his practice a progress brought about by the successive

revelations of the Holy Spirit.

c. In a third passage of this letter,^ S. Cyprian acknow-

ledges, if possible more plainly, that it was not the ancient

custom to re-baptize those who had been baptized by heretics.
" This objection," he says,

"
may be made to me : What has

become of those who in past times entered the Church from

heresy, without having been baptized ?
" He acknowledges,

then, that in the past, in prceteritum, converts from heresy were

not re-baptized. Cyprian makes answer to this question :

" Divine mercy may well come to their aid
;
but because one has

erred once, it is no reason for continuing to err (non tamen, quia

aliquando erratum est, ideo semper errandum est)." That is to

1 I.e. p. 133. « p. 136.
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say^ formerly converts were not re-baptized ;
but it was a mis-

take, and for the future the Holy Spirit has revealed what is

best to be done [in melius a Spiritu sancto revelatum.).

d. When Pope Stephen appealed to tradition, Cyprian did

not answer by denying the fact : he acknowledges it
;
but he

seeks to diminish the value of it, by calling this tradition a

human tradition, and not legitimate Qiumana traditio, non

legitima)}

e. Fii'milian also maintained^ that the tradition to which

Stephen appealed was purely human, and he added that the

Eoman Church had also in other points swerved from the

practice of the primitive Church—for example, in the celebra-

tion of Easter. This example, however, was not well chosen,

since the Easter practice of the Eoman Church dates back to

the prince of the apostles.

/. Eirmilian says, in another passage^ of this same letter,

that it was anciently the custom also in the African Churches

not to re-baptize the converts :

" You Africans," he says,
" can

answer Stephen, that having found the truth, you have re-

nounced the error of your (previous) custom (vos dicere Afri

jpotestis, cognita veritate errorem vos consuetudhiis reliquisse)."

Nevertheless, Eirmilian thought that it was otherwise in Asia

Minor, and that the custom of re-baptizing converts was traced

back to a very far-off period ;
but when he wishes to give the

proof of it, he only finds this one :
" We do not remember

(!)

when this practice began amongst us."
* He appeals, in the

last place, to the Synod of Iconium,^ which we know was not

held until about the year 230.

g. It is worthy of remark, tha^ even in Africa all the

bishops did not pronounce in favour of the necessity of a fresh

baptism,^ which would certainly have been the case if the

practice of Agrippinus and Cyprian had always prevailed in

Africa.

h. A very important testimony in favour of Stephen, and

one which proves that the ancient custom was not to re-baptize,
is given by the anonymous author of the book de Beha^ptismate^

1
Ep. 74, p. 139. * In Cyprian, Ep. 75, p. 144.

* P. 149. * P. 149.
»
Pp. 149 and 145. « Cf. Cypr. Ep. 71. See above, p. 99.
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a contemporary and probably a colleague of Cyprian.-^ This

author says that the practice maintained by Stephen, that of

simply laying hands on the converts without re-baptizing them,

is consecrated by antiquity and by ecclesiastical tradition

(vetustissima consuetudine ac traditione ecclcsiastica), consecrated

as an ancient, memorable, and solemn observance by all the

saints, and all the faithful (prisca et memorabilis cunctorum

emeritorum sanctorum et fidelium solemnissima ohservatio), which

has in its favour the authority of all the churches {auctoritas

omnium Ecdesiarum), but from which unhappily some have

departed, from the mania for innovations.^

i. S. Vincent of Lerins agrees with the author we have

just quoted, when he says that Agrippinus of Carthage was

the first who introduced the custom of re-baptizing, contra

divinum canonem, contra universalis Ecclesice regulam, contra

morem atque instituta majorum ; but that Pope Stephen con-

demned the innovation and re-established the tradition, retenta

est antiquitas, explosa novitas.^

h S. Augustine also believes that the custom of not re-

baptizing heretics is an apostolical tradition {credo ex apostolica

traditione venientem), and that it was Agrippinus who was the

first to abolish this wholesome custom (sahiberrima consuetudo),

without succeeding in replacing it by a better custom, as

Cyprian thought.*

I. But the gravest testimony in this question is that of the

Fhilosophoumena, in which Hippolytus, who wrote about 230,
affirms that the custom of re-baptizing was only admitted under

Pope Callistus, consequently between 218 and 222.*

m. Before arriving at the conclusion to be deduced from all

these proofs, it remains for us to examine some considerations

which appear to point in an opposite direction.

(a.) In his book de Baptismo^ which he wrote when he was

still a Catholic, and still earlier in a work written in Greek,^

Tertullian shows that he did not believe in the validity of

*
Eeprinted at the end of the works of S. Cyprian in the Benedict, edition,

p. 353 sq. As to the author, see Vita Ct/priani, I.e. p. exxvi., and Mattes,
Ic. p. 591.

2 Cf. the beginning of this hook, I.e. p. 353.
*
Commonitoriunif c. 9.

* De Baptism, c. Donat. ii. 7 (12).
» Cf. above, p. 86. 6 C. 15. 7 C. 15.
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baptism conferred by heretics. But, on considering it atten-

tively, we find that he was not speaking of all baptism by
heretics, but only of the baptism of those who had another God
and another Christ. Besides, we know that Tertullian is al-

ways inclined to rigorism, and he certainly is so on this point ;

and then, living at Carthage at the commencement of the

third century, being consequently a contemporary of Agrip-

pinus, perhaps even being one of his clergy, he naturally

inclined to resolve this question as Agi'ippinus resolved it,

and his book de Baj^tismo perhaps exerted an influence upon
the resolutions of the Synod of Carthage."^ Besides, Tertullian

does not pretend that it was the primitive custom of the

Church to re-baptize : his words rather indicate that he thought
the contrary. He says, Sed circa hcereticos sane quid custodi-

cndum sit, digne quis retractet ; that is to say,
"
It would be

useful if some one would study afresh (or examine more atten-

tively) what ought to be done about heretics, that is to say,

in relation to their baptism."
^

(fi) Dionysius the Great says, in a passage which Eusebius'

has piipserved :

" The Africans were not the first to introduce

this practice (that of re-baptizing converts) : it is more ancient
;

it was authorized by bishops who lived much earlier, and in

populous Churches." However, as he only mentions the

Synods of Iconium and of Synnada before the Africans, his

expression much earlier can only refer to these assemblies,

and he adduces no earlier testimony for the practice of

Cj^rian.

(7.) Clement of Alexandria certainly speaks very disdainfully
of baptism by heretics, and calls it foreign water ;

*

he does

not, however, say that they were in the habit of renewing this

baptism.^

(S.) The Apostolical Canons 45 and 46 (or 46 and 47,

according to another order) speak of the non-validity of bap-
tism by heretics

;

^ but the question is to know what is the

date of these two canons : perhaps they are contemporary with

» Cf. Bollinger, Hippolytus, S. 191. 2
Mattes, I.e. S. 594.

3 Hist. Eccl. vii. 7.

* Stromal, lib. i. c. 19 ad finem, vol. i. p. 375, ed. Pott. Venet.
• Cf. Mattes, I.e. S. 693. « Hard. i. 22

; Mansi, i. 39.
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the S}Tiods of Iconium and of Synnada, perhaps even more

recent.-"-

We are hardly able to doubt, .then, that in the ancient

Church, those who returned to the orthodox faith, after having
been baptized by heretics, were not re-baptized, if they had

received baptism in the name of the Trinity, or of Jesus.

2. Let us see now whether Pope Stephen considered as

valid baptism conferred by all heretics, without any exception

or condition. We know that the Synod of Aries in 314,^

as well as the Council of Trent,^ teaches that the baptism of

heretics is valid only when it is administered in the name
of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Were the

opinions and assertions of Stephen agreeable to this doctrine

of the Church ?

At first sight Stephen appears to have gone too far, and to

have admitted all baptism by heretics, in whatever manner

it was conferred. His chief proposition, as we read it in S.

Cyprian, is expressed in these terms : Si quis ergo a quacunque
hceresi venerit ad nos, nil innovetur nisi quod traditum est, ut

manus illi imponatur in poenitentiam.^ He seems, then,fto de-

clare valid all baptism by heretics, in whatever manner it

might have been administered, with or without the formula

of the Trinity. Cyprian argues, in a measure, as if he under-

stood Stephen's proposition in this sense.^ However,
a. From several passages in the letters of S. Cyprian, we

see that Pope Stephen did not thus understand it.

(a.) Thus {Epist. 73, p. 130) Cyprian says: "Those who
forbid the baptism of heretics lay great stress upon this, that

even those who had been baptized by Marcion were not re-

baptized, because they had already been baptized in the name of

Jesus Christ." Thus Cyprian acknowledges that Stephen, and

those who think with him,^ attribute no value to the baptism of

heretics, except it be administered in the name of Jesus Christ.

*

Drey considers them as more ancient, in Hs Researches on the Constitutions

and Canons of the Apostles, p. 260. Cf. the contrary opinion of Dollinger,

Hippol. S. 192 ff.

^ C. 8. 8 Sess. 7, c. 4, de Bapt.
* See Cypr. Ep. 74, p. 138.

^Epist. 74, pp. 138, 139.
6 We must admit that the latter were not agreed among themselves, as S.

Cyprian was with his adherents. Cf. Mattes, I.e. S. 60p.
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(yS.) Cyprian acknowledges in the same letter (p. 133), that

ieretics baptize in nomine Christi.

(7.) Again, in this letter,^ he twice repeats that his adver-

iries considered as sufficient baptism administered out of the

Jhurch, but administered in nomine Christi.

(S.) Cyprian, in answering this particular question
—if bap-

tism by the Marcionites is valid—acknowledges that they bap-
tize in the name of the Trinity ;

but he remarks that, under the

name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, they
understand something different from what the Church under-

stands. Tliis argument leads us to conclude that the adver-

saries of S. Cyprian considered baptism by the Marcionites

to be valid, because they conferred it in the name of the

Trinity.

h. Firmilian also gives testimony on the side of Stephen.

(a.) He relates, indeed, that about twenty-two years before

he had baptized a w^oman in his own country who professed

to be a prophetess, but who, in fact, was possessed by an evil

spirit. Now, he asks, would Stephen and his partisans approve
even of the baptism which she had received, because it had

been administered with the formula of the Trinity {maxime
cui nee symbolum Trinitatis defuit) 1

^

(yS.)
In the same letter^ Firmilian sums up Stephen's opinion

in these terms : In multum proficit nomen Christi ad fidem et

hctptismi sanetifieationem, ut qnicunque et ubieunque in nomine

Christi hapfizatus fuerit, conseqitatur statim gratiam Christi.

c. If, then, Cyprian and Firmilian affirm that Pope Stephen
held baptism to be valid only when conferred in the name of

Christ, we have no need to have recourse to the testimony
either of S. Jerome, or of S. Augustine, or of S. Vincent of

Lerins, who also affirm it.*

d. The anonymous author of the book de Belaptismate, who
was a contemporary even of S. Cyprian, begins his work with

these words :

" There has been a dispute as to the manner in

which it is right to act towards those who have been baptized

by heretics, but still in the name of Jesus Christ : gui in

1 P. 144.
2
^p^ 75 of tlie Collection of S. Cyprian's letters, p. 146.

3 Ic. p. 148. 4 Cf. Mattes, I.e. S. 603.
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hceresi quidem, sed in nomine Dei nostri Jesu Cliristi, sint

tincti."
^

e. It may again be asked if Stephen expressly required

that the three divine Persons should be named in the admini-

stration of baptism, and if he required it as a condition sine

qita no7i, or if he considered baptism as valid when given only
in the name of Jesus Christ. S. Cyprian seems to imply that

the latter was the sentiment of Pope Stephen,^ but he does

not positively say so anywhere ;
and if he had said it, nothing

could have been legitimately concluded against Pope Stephen,
for Cyprian likes to take the words of his adversaries in their

worst sense. What we have gathered (a B and h a) tends to

prove that Pope Stephen regarded the formula of the Trinity

as necessary. Holy Scripture had introduced the custom of

calling by the short phrase, haptism in the name of Christ, all

baptism which was conferred in virtue of faith in Jesus Christ,

and conformably to His precepts, consequently in the name of

the Holy Trinity, as is seen in the Acts of the Apostles^ and in

*:he Epistle to the Ptomans.* It is not, then, astonishing that

Pope Stephen should have used an expression which was per-

fectly intelligible at that period.

/. In this discussion Pope Stephen seems to believe that all

the heretics of his time used the true formula of baptism,

consequently the same formula among themselves, and the

same as the Church. He declares this opinion clearly in

these words, adduced from his letter by Pirmilian : Stephanus in

sua epistola dixit : hcereticos quoque ipsos in haptismo convenire ;

and it was on this account, added the Pope, that the heretics

did not re-baptize those who passed from one sect to another.^

To speak thus, was certainly to affirm that aU the sects agreed

in administering baptism with the formula prescribed by our

Lord.

S. Cyprian also attributes to Pope Stephen words which

can be explained very well if we study them with reference to

those quoted by Firmilian. According to S. Cyprian,® Stephen

1 In the Bened. edition of the works of S. Cyprian, p. 353.
2
Ep. 73, p. 134 sq.

3
ii. 33, yiii. 16, xix. 5.

* vi. 3. Cf. Binterim, Memorabilia, i. 132; Klee, Dogmeng. ii. 149 f.

*
Ep. 75. Among those of Cyprian, p. 144. ^

j^p, 74, p. 138.
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said :

" We must not re-baptize those who have been

)aptized. by heretics, cum ipsi hceretici pro^prie alterutrum

venientes non haptizent ;

"
that is to say, the different

icts have not a special baptism of their own (proprie non

iptizent) : and it is for this reason that heretics do not

j-baptize those who pass from one sect to another. Now if

the different sects have not special baptism, if they baptize in

the same way—convcniunt in laptismo
—as Firmilian makes

Pope Stephen affirm, they hold necessarily the universal and

primitive mode of Christian baptism ; consequently they use

the formula of the Trinity.

It is difficult to say whether, in admitting this hypothesis,

Stephen falls into an historical error: for, on one side, S.

Irenseus-^ accuses the Gnostics of having falsified the baptismal

formula, and of having used different erroneous formulas
;
and

consequently he contradicts Stephen ; and, on the other side,

S. Augustine appears to agree with him, saying : Facilius

inveniuntuT hceretici qui omnino non haptizent quam qui non illis

verbis (in nomine Fatris, etc.) laptizent?

g. We may be inclined to make an objection against Stephen
on the subject of the Montanists. There is no doubt, in fact,

that Stephen considered the baptism of these heretics to be

valid, while the Church afterwards declared it to be of no

value.^ But Stephen's opinion is not in this contrary to the

doctrine of the Church
;

neither did the Council of Nicsea

(can. 19) mention the Montanists among those whose baptism
it rejected. It could not do so any more than Stephen ;

for it

was not until long after the time of Stephen and of the

Council of Nica3a that a degenerate sect of Montanists fell

away into formal anti-Trinitarianism.*

3. It remains for us to understand what, according to

Stephen's opinicm, was to be done with the converts after

their reception into the Church. These are Stephen's words

on this subject : Si quis ergo a quacumque hceresi venerit ad

1 Adv. hceres. i. 21. 3.
^ Dq Baptism, c. Donat vi. 25 (47).

' Seventh canon, attributed to the second General Council, hut which does

not belong to it.

^ Cf. Hefele's article *'Montanus" in Freihurger Kirchenlexicon, Bd. vii.

S. 264, 265.
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nos, nil innovetur nisi quod traditum est, ut manus llli impo-
natur in jpoenitentiam. There is a sense which is often given
to tliis passage, as follows :

" No innovation shall be made
;

only what is conformable to tradition shall be observed
;
hands

shall be laid on the convert in sign of penitence." But this

interpretation is contrary to grammatical rules. If Stephen
had wished to speak in this sense, he would have said : Nihil

innovetur, sed quod traditum est ohservetur, etc. Hence Mattes

translates the words of Stephen thus :

"
!N"othing shall be

changed (as regards the convert) but what it is according to

tradition to change ;
that is to say, that hands shall be laid

upon him,"
^

etc.

Stephen adds, in pmnitentiam, that is, that "
it is necessary

that a penance should be imposed on the convert." According
to the practice of the Church, a heretic who enters into the

Church ought first to receive the sacrament of penance, then

that of confirmation. One may ask, if Stephen required these

two sacraments, or if he only required that of penance ? Each

of these sacraments comprehended the imposition of hands, as

some words of Pope Vigilius'^ clearly indicate; and consequently

by the expression, manus illi imponatur, Stephen may under-

stand the administration of the two sacraments. To say that

there is only in pcenitentiam in the text, is not a very strong

objection ;
for this text is only a fragment, and Cjrprian has

transmitted to us elsewhere other texts of Stephen's thus

abridged.^ The manner in which the adversaries of Pope

Stephen analysed his opinions shows that this Pope really

required, besides penance, the confirmation of the converts.

Thus, in his seventy-third letter, Cyprian accuses his adver-

saries of self-contradiction, saying :

"
If baptism out of the

Church is valid, it is no longer necessaryeven to lay hands on the

converts, ut Spiritum Sanctum consequatur et signetur;
"

that

^
Mattes, I.e. S. 628. The first interpretation of this passage is, "besides, the

one which was admitted by Christian antiquity ;
and the words of Pope Stephen

became a dictum classicum for tradition, as is proved by the use which Vincent

of Lerins makes of them, Commonitorium, c. 9.

2
Yigilii Ep. 2, ad Profut. n. 4, in Migne, Cursus Patrol, iii. 1263

;
and

Mattes, I.e. S. 632.
*

3
Thus, above, for this text, Hcereiici proprie non baptizent. Cf. Mattes, l.c

pp. 629, 611.
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is to say : You contradict yourselves if you attribute a real

value to baptism by heretics
; you must also equally admit

the validity of confirmation by heretics. Now you require

that those who have been confirmed by heretics should be so

again. S. Cyprian here forgets the great difference which

exists between the value of baptism and of confirmation ;^ but

his words prove that Stephen wished that not only penance
but also confirmation should be bestowed upon converts.

The same conclusion is to be drawn from certain votes of

the bishops assembled at the third Council of Carthage (256).
Thus Secundinus Bishop of Carpi said:

" The imposition of

hands (without the repetition of baptism, as Stephen required)
cannot bring down the Holy Spirit upon the converts, because

they have not yet even been baptized."
^ Nemesianus Bishop

of Thubuni speaks still more clearly :

"
They (the adversaries)

believe that by imposition of hands the Holy Spirit is im-

parted, whilst regeneration is possible only when one receives

the two sacraments (baptism and confirmation^) in the Church."

These two testimonies prove that Stephen regarded confirma-

tion as well as penance to be necessary for converts.*

4. What precedes shows that we must consider as incorrect

and unhistorical the widespread opinion, that Stephen as well

as Cyprian carried things to an extreme, and that the proper
mean was adopted by the Church only as the result of their

differences.^

5. It is the part of Dogmatic Theology, rather than of a

History of the Councils, to show why Cyprian was wrong, and

why those who had been baptized by heretics should not be

re-baptized. Some short explanation on this point will, how-

ever, not be out of place here.

S. Cyprian repeated essentially TertuUian's argument, yet
without naming it, and thus summed it up :

" As there is

only one Christ, so there is only one Church : she only is the

way of salvation
;
she only can administer the sacraments

;

^
Mattes, I.e. p. 630 sq., shows the reasons which prove that heretics can.

legally administer baptism, but not confirmation.
2
Cypr. 0pp. p. 333.

*

3
Cypj.^ Qpp. p. 330.

* See more details in Mattes, I.e. pp. 615-636.
^ Cf. Mattes, I.e. p. 603.

H
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out of her pale no sacrament can be validly administered." *

He adds :

"
Baptism forgives sins : now Christ left only to

the apostles the power of forgiving sins
;
then heretics can-

not be possessed of it, and consequently it is impossible for

them to baptize."^ Finally, he concludes :

"
Baptism is a new

birth
; by it children are born to God in Christ : now the

Church only is the bride of Christ; she only can, therefore,

be the means of this new birth."
^

In his controversy against the Donatists (who revived

Cyprian's doctrine on this point), S. Augustine demonstrated

with great completeness, and his accustomed spiritual power,
two hundred and fifty years afterwards, that this line of argu-

ment was unsound, and that the strongest grounds existed

for the Church's practice defended by Stephen. The demon-

stration of S. Augustine is as simple as powerful'* He

brought out these three considerations :
—

a. Sinners are separated spiritually from the Church, as

heretics are corporally. The former are as really out of the

Church as the latter : if heretics could not legally baptize,

sinners could not either
;
and thus the validity of the sacra-

ment would absolutely depend upon the inward state of the

minister.

I. We must distinguish between the grace of "baptism ondi

the act of baptism : the minister acts, but it is God who gives
the grace ;

and He can give it even by means of an unworthy
minister.

c. The heretic is, without any doubt, out of the Church
;

but the baptism which he confers is not an alien baptism,

for it is not his, it is Christ's baptism, the baptism which He
confers, and consequently a true baptism, even when con-

ferred out of the Church. In leaving the Church, the

heretics have taken many things away with them, especially

faith in Jesus Christ and baptism. These fragments of Church

truth are the elements, still pure (and not what they have

1
Cj^r. Ep. 71, 73, 74. 2

Cypr. 70, 73.
^
Ep. 74. Mattes has perfect!}'- recapitulated S. Cyprian's argument in the

Becond art. of his Ahhandlung uber Ketzertaufe, in Tubinger QuartcUschri/t,

1850, S. 24 sq.
* In his work, de Baptismo contra Donatistas.
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as heretics), which enable them by baptism to give birth to

children of God.^

After S. Augustine, S. Thomas Aquinas, S. Bonaventura,
the editors of the Roman Catechism, and others, have dis-

cussed the question anew
;
and the principal propositions

upon which the whole subject turns are the following :
—

(a.) He who baptizes is a simple instrument, and Christ

can use any instrument whatever, provided that he does what

Christ (the Church) wills that he should do. This instrument

only performs the act of baptism ;
the grace of baptism comes

from God. Thus any man, even a heathen, can administer

baptism, provided that he will do as the Church does.; and

this latitude with respect to the administrant of baptism is not

without reason : it is founded upon this, that baptism is really

necessary as a means of salvation.

(/S.) Baptism, then, by a heretic will be valid, if it is ad-

ministered in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghost, and with the intention of doing as the Church

does (intentio faciendi, quod facit ecclesia).

(7.) Should he who has thus been baptized, after remaining
a long time in heresy, acknowledge his error and his separa-

tion from the Church, he ought, in order to be admitted into

the Church, to submit to a penance (manus impositio ad

jpoenitentiam) ;
but it is not necessary to re-baptize him.

(S.) The sacraments are often compared to channels through
which divine grace comes to us. Then, when any one is bap-
tized in a heretical sect, but is baptized according to the rules,

the channel of grace is truly applied to him, and there flows

to him through this channel not only the remission of sins

(remissio peccatorum), but also sanctification and the renewal

of the inner man {sanctificatio et renovatio interioris hominis) ;

that is to say, he receives the grace of baptism.

(e.) It is otherwise with confirmation. From the time of

the apostles, they only, and never the deacons., their fellow-

workers, had the power of giving confirmation.^ Now, too, it

is only the legitimate successors of the apostles, the bishops,
who can administer this sacrament in the Church. If, there-

^ S. Augustine's arguments are given in detail in Mattes, l.c. pp. 30-45.
* Acts viii. 14-17, xix. 6.
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fore, any one has been confirmed whilst he was in heresy, he

can have been so only by a schismatical or heretical bishop or

priest ;
so that his confirmation must be invalid, and it is

necessary that the imposition of hands should be repeated, ut

Spiritum sanctum consequatur et signetur}

Doctor Mattes has brought out, with much depth, in the

dissertation which we have already frequently quoted, the

different reasons for believing that baptism and marriage may
be administered by those who are not Christians.^

Sec. 7. Synod of Narhonne (255-260).

The councils of Christian Africa have chiefly occupied our

attention so far : we are now to direct attention to those of

the other countries of the Eoman Empire, and first to those

of Gaul. It is known that, about the middle of the third

century, seven missionary bishops were sent into Gaul by

Pope Fabian, and that one of them was S. Paul, first bishop
of Narbonne. The acts of his life which have reached us

speak of a synod held at Narbonne on his account between

255 and 260. Two deacons, whom the holy bishop had

often blamed for their incontinence, wished to revenge them-

selves on him in a diabolical manner. They secretly put a

pair of women's slippers under his bed, and then showed them

in proof of the bishop's impurity. Paul found himself obliged

to assemble his colleagues in a synod, that they might judge
of his innocence or culpability. While the bishops conti-

nued the inquiry for three days, an eagle came and placed

itself upon the roof of the house where they were assembled.

Nothing could drive it away, and during those three days a

raven brought it food. On the third day Paul ordered public

prayer that God would make known the truth. The deacons

were then seized by an evil spirit, and so tormented, that they

ended by confessing their perfidy and calumny. They could

only be delivered through prayer, and they renewed their

^
Cypr. Ep. 73, p. 131, above, p. 112.

2
Tiibinger Quartalschrift, 1850, S. 51-66. See also in the Freihurger Klrchen-

lexicon, Bd. vi. S. 71 fF., Grusclia's article on the subject of baptism admini-

stered by heretics. Gruscha also mentions the works to be consulted on this

question.



SYNODS AT AESINOE AM) ROME. .117

confession. Instead of judging Paul, the bishops threw them-

selves at his feet, and with all the people entreated his inter-

cession with God. The eagle then took flight towards the

East.^

Such is the account given in the Acts. They are ancient,

but full of fables, and, as Eemi Ceillier and others have

abeady shown, cannot be regarded as a serious historical

document.'

Sec. 8. Synods at Arsinoe and Borne (255-260).

We have, unlike the case last considered, the most tho-

roughly historical records of the assembly over which Diony-
sius the Great, Archbishop of Alexandria, presided at Arsinoe,^

and of which he speaks himself in Eusebius.* ISTepos, an

Egyptian bishop, also a very venerable man, and author of

some Christian canticles, had fallen into the error of the Mil-

lenarians, and had endeavoured to spread it.^ Dying some
time after, he could not be judged ;

and his primate, Dionysius
the Great, had to content himself with refuting the opinions
which he had propagated. He did so in two books, irepl

iirayyeKiwv. Besides this, about 255, Dionysius being near

to Arsinoe, where the errors of Nepos had made great pro-

gress, assembled the priests (of Nepos) and the teachers of the

place, and prevailed upon them to submit their doctrine to a

discussion which should take place before aU their brethren,

who would be present at it. In the debate they relied upon
a work by Nepos, which the Millenarians much venerated.

Dionysius disputed with them for three days; and both parties,

says Dionysius himself, showed much moderation, calmness,

and love of truth. The result was, that Coration, chief of the

party of Nepos, promised to renounce his error, and the dis-

cussion terminated to the satisfaction of alL*

1 Cf. Franc, de Bosquet, Hist. Ecd. Gall. lib. v. p. 106 ; and Mansi, i. 1002.
2 Remi Ceillier, Histoire g6n6rale des auteurs sacris, iii. 593

; Walch, Hist,

der Kirchenvers. S. 110
;
Gallia Christiana, v. 5 ; Histoire du Languedoc, t. i.

p. 129 sqq.
3 Arsinoe was an episcopal town in Egypt, in the province of Heptanomos,

belonging to tbe patriarchate of Alexandria.
^ Lib. vii. 24. ^

Upon Nepos, see Freiburger KircTienlexicon on this word.
6 Euseb. Hist. Ecd. vii. 24.
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Some years later, about 260, the same Dionysius the Great,

from his manner of combating Sabellius, gave occasion for the

holding of a Eoman sjniod, of which we shall speak more at

length in giving the history of the origin of Arianism.

Sec. 9. Three Synods at Antioch on account of Paul of
Samosata (264-269).

Three synods at Antioch in Sjrria occupied themselves with

the accusation and deposition of the bishop of that town, the

well-known anti-Trinitarian, Paul of Samosata.

Sabellius had wished to strengthen the idea of unity in the

doctrine of the Trinity, by suppressing the difference between

the persons, and only admitting, instead of the persons, three

different modes of action in the one person of God; conse-

quently denying the personal difference between the Father

and the Son, and identifying them both. In his doctrinal

explanation of the mystery of the Trinity, Paul of Samosata

took an opposite course : Jie se;parated the one from the other,

the Father and the Son, far too much. He set off, as Sabellius

did, from a confusion
^
of the divine persons, and regarded the

Logos as an impersonal virtue of God in no way distinct from

the Father. In JESUS he saw only a man penetrated by the

Logos, who, although miraculously born of a virgin,^ was yet

only a man, and not the God-man. His inferior being was e'/c

irapOevov ;
his superior being, on the contrary, was penetrated

by the Logos. The Logos had dwelt in the man Jesus, not in

person, but in quality, as virtue or 'power {ovk ovaicohm aXKcl

Kara iroLOTr^Ta). Moreover, by an abiding penetration. He
sanctified him, and rendered him worthy of a divine name.^

Paul of Samosata further taught, that as the Logos is not a

person, so also the Holy Spirit is only a divine virtue, imper-

sonal, belonging to the Father, and distinct from Him only in

thought.

Thus, while Paul on one side approached Sabellianism, on

»
Nicht-unterscheidung.

^ Qf^ Athanas. Contra ApoUin. ii. 3.

^
See, upon the doctrine of Paul of Samosata, Dorner, Lehre v. d. Person

Christi, Thl. i. S. 510 ff.
; Schwab, de Paidi Samos. vita atque doctrina, Diss,

inaug. 1839; Feuerlin, Disp. de hcEresi Pauli Samos. j Walch, Ketzerhist. Bd. ii.

S. 64-126.
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the other side he inclined towards the Sulordinatians of Alex-

andria. We will not discuss whether Jewish errors, of which

Philastrius accuses him, were mixed with this monarchianism,

as this is merely an accessory question. Theodoret says more

accurately, that Paul sought, by his anti-Trinitarian doctrines,

to please his protectress and sovereign Zenobia, who was a

Jewess, and consequently held anti-Trinitarian opinions.-^

The new error was so much the more dangerous, as the

ecclesiastical and political position of its author was of great

importance. He filled the highest see in the East. We know

also, that in264or265^a great number of bishops assembled

at Antioch
; particularly Firmilian of Csesarea in Cappadocia,

Gregory Thaumaturgus and his brother Athenodorus, the

Archbishop Helenus of Tarsus in Cilicia, Mcomas of Iconium,

Hymenseus of Jerusalem, Theotecnus of Csesarea in Palestine

(the friend of Origen), Maximus of Bostra, and many other

bishops, priests, and deacons. Dionysius the Great of Alex-

andria had also been invited to the Synod ;
but his age and

infirmities prevented him from going in person, and he died a

short time after. He had wished at least to be able in writ-

ing to defend the doctrine of the Church against Paul of

Samosata, as he had before defended it against Sabellius.^

According to Eusebius, he addressed a letter to the church

at Antioch, in which he would not even salute the bishop.

Without entirely confirming this statement furnished by
Eusebius,* Theodoret relates that in that letter Dionysius
exhorted Paul to do what was right, whilst he encouraged
the assembled bishops to redoubled zeal for orthodoxy. From
these testimonies we may conclude that Dionysius wrote three

letters—one to Paul, another to the bishops in Synod, a third

to the church at Antioch
;
but it is also true that one single

letter might easily contain aU that Eusebius and Theodoret

attribute to Dionysius.^

^
Theodoret, Hceret. fdbul. lib. ii. c. 8.

2 We know this date from that of the death of Dionysius of Alexandria, who,
as Eusebius says, died soon after this Synod (vii. 28).

3 Euseb. Hist. Ecd. vii. 27, 28
; Theodoret, Ic. *

I.e.

5 The letter by Dionysius to Paul of Samosata, containing ten questions of

Paul's, and answers from Dionysius, which was first published by Turrianus, a

Jesuit, and which is found also in Mansi, i. 1039 sq., is not authentic. Opinions
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In a great number of sessions and discussions they sought

to demonstrate the errors of Paul, and entreated him to return

to orthodoxy ;
but the latter, cleverly dissembling his doctrine,

protested that he had never professed such errors, and that he

had always followed- the apostolic dogmas. After these de-

clarations, the bishops being satisfied, thanked God for this

harmony, and separated.-^

But they found that they were soon obliged to assemble again,

at Antioch. Firmilian appears to have presided over this fresh

assembly, as he had over the first: its exact date is not certainly

known. The Synod explicitly condemned the new doctrine

introduced by Paul As, however, Paul promised to renounce

and retract his errors (as he had absolutely rejected them as

his in the first Synod), Firmilian and the bishops allowed

themselves to be deceived a second time.^

Paul did not keep his promise, and soon, says Theodoret,*

the report was spread that he professed his former errors as

before. However, the bishops would not cut him off imme-

diately from communion with the Church : they tried again

to bring him back to the right way by a letter which they
addressed to him

;

* and it was only when this last attempt
had failed that they assembled for the third time at Antioch,

are there attributed to Paul whicli lie did not profess ; as, for example, that of

two Christs, of two Sons : the name of mother of God is often given to Mary, and

the whole betrays a period later than Nestorius. None of the ancients knew
of this letter. Cf. Remi Ceillier, iii. 277 ; Mohler, Patrol, i. S. 632

; Walch,

KetzergescJi. ii. S. 71 if., 83 ff.

»

Theodoret, I.e.; Euseb. vii. 28. ^ Euseb. Hist. Eccl. vii. 30. »
ij.^

*
Theodoret, I.e. The Jesuit Turrianus discovered a pretended letter from six

bishops of the Synod of Antioch, addressed to Paul of Samosata, containing a

complete creed, and ending with the demand that Paul should declare whether

he agreed with it or not. This letter was first quoted in Latin by Baronius, ad

ann. 266, n. 4, and taken for genuine. It is given in Greek and Latin by

Mansi, i. 1033
;
and the creed which it contains is most accurately reproduced

by Hahn, Bihlioth. d. Syrrib. 1842, S. 91 ff. The letter in question was regarded

as genuine by Mansi in his notes on Natalis Alexander, Hist. Eccl. iv. 145,

Venet. 1778 ;
but its genuineness was called in question by Dupin {Nouvelle

BihUotMque, etc., i. 214), by Remi Ceillier (^is^o ire des auteurs sacrds, iii. 607),

and still more by Gottfried Lumper {Historia theol. crit. xiii. 711), for these

reasons : 1. The letter was unknown by the ancients
;

2. Paul of Samosata is

spoken of in a friendly manner in the letter, although, as a matter of fact,

several years before Dionysius the Great of Alexandria would not even name

him, and Paul had by this time become much worse
;

3. The letter is signed by
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towards tlie close of the year 269.^ Bishop Firmilian died at

Tarsus in going to this Synod. According to Athanasius, the

number of assembled bishops reached seventy, and eighty

according to Hilarius.^ The deacon Basil, who wrote in the

fifth century/ raises it even to a hundred and eighty. Fir-

milian being dead, Helenus presided over the assembly, as we
are expressly assured by the Libellus Synodicus.^ Besides

Helenus, Hymengeus of Jerusalem, Theotecnus of Csesarea in

Palestine, Maximus of Bostra, Mcomas of Iconium, and others,

were present.* Among the priests who were present at the

Synod, Malchion was especially remarkable, who, after having

taught rhetoric with much success at Antioch, had been

ordained priest there on account of the purity of his manners

and the ardour of his faith. He was chosen by the bishops
assembled at Antioch as the opponent in discussion of Paul

of Samosata, on account of his vast knowledge and his skill

in logic. The notaries kept an account of all that was said.

These documents still existed in the time of Eusebius and of

Jerome
;
but we have only some short fragments preserved

by two writers of the sixth century
—Leontius of Byzantium

and Peter the deacon.^

only six bishops, whilst ten times that number were present at the Synod ; 4. In

this letter Hymenseus of Jerusalem is named as president, while we know that

it was Helenus of Tarsus who presided at the third Synod of Antioch. Never-

theless, more recently, Hahn {I.e.) has adduced the creed contained in this letter

as genuine ;
but Dorner (Lehre v. der Person Christi, Bd. i. S. 767, note 38

; Eng.
ed. of Clark, A, ii. 10 ff.) shows that the proposition of this creed,

" There are

not two Christs," could have no reference to Paul of Samosata (cf. also "Walch,

KetzerTiist. Bd. ii. S. 117). Some learned men have ascribed the letter to the

first Antiochene Synod, which is even less possible. It might rather have been

published before or during the third Synod by six of its members. Even if it

is genuine, it is impossible to prove that it is identical with the letter quoted
above from Theodoret, and intended to bring back Paul to the truth.

* We can determine this date, because we know that of the death of Firmilian,

and of Dionysius of Rome : the latter died 26th December 267. Cf. Lumper,
Hist. Theol. xiii. 714 sq. ;

and Pagi, Critica in Annal. Baron, ad ann. 271,

No. 2.

' Athan. de Synodis, n. 43, vol. i. P. ii. p. 605, ed. Patav.
;
Hilar. Pictav.

de Synodis, n. 86, p. 1200.
* In the acts of the Synod of Ephesus. Hard. I.e. i. 1335.
* In Hard. I.e. v. 1498

;
and Mansi, Ic. i. 1099.

' Euseb. Hist. Eccl. vii. 30.

* In the Bibl. maxima PP., Lugdun., ix. 196, 703
;
and in Mansi, I.e. i. 1102.
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In these disputations Paul of Samosata was convicted of

error. The Council deposed him, excommunicated him,^ and

chose in his place Domnus, son of his predecessor Demetrian

Bishop of Antioch. Before dissolving itself, the Council sent

to Dionysius Bishop of Eome, to Maximus of Alexandria, and

to the bishops of all the provinces, an encycKcal letter, which

we still possess in greater part, in which was an account of

the errors and manners of Paul of Samosata, as well as of the

deliberations of the Council respecting him.^ It is there said,
"
that Paul, who was very poor at first, had acquired great

riches by illegal proceedings, by extortions and frauds, pro-

fessedly promising his protection in lawsuits, and then de-

ceiving those who had paid him. Besides, he was extremely

proud and arrogant: he had accepted worldly employments,
and preferred to be called ducenarius rather than bishop ;

^ he

always went out surrounded by a train of servants. He was

reproached with having, out of vanity, read and dictated letters

while walking ;
wdth having, by his pride, caused much evil

to be said of Christians
;

with having had a raised throne

made for him in the church; with acting in a theatrical

manner—striking his thigh, spurning things with his foot,

persecuting and scorning those who duriag his sermons did

not join with the clappers of hands bribed to applaud him
;

with having spoken disparagingly of the greatest doctors of

the Church, and with applause of himself; with having sup-

pressed the Psalms in honour of Christ, under the pretext that

they were of recent origin, to substitute for them at the feast

of Easter hymns sung by women in his honour
;

"with having
caused himself to be praised in the sermons of his partisans,

priests and chorepiscopi. The letter further declared that

^ Baronius says, ad ann. 265, n. 10, that Paul of Samosata had been con-

demned before by a synod at Eome under Pope Dionysius. He was deceived by
the ancient and false Latin translation of Athan. de Synodis, c. 43.

2 In Euseb. Hist. Ecd. vii. 30; in Mansi, I.e. t. i. p. 1095, and Hard. I.e.

t. i. p. 195. According to S. Jerome, Catal. Script, cedes, c. 71, the priest

Malchion edited this synodical letter. In Euseb. I.e. we also read at the head

of this letter the name of one Malchion, but side by side with other names of

the bishops, so that it is doubtful whether this Malchion is the priest of whom
we are speaking, or a bishop of that name.

^ The functionaries were thus named who annually claimed a revenue of ducenta

sestertia.
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he had denied that the Son of God descended from heaven,

but that he personally had allowed himself to be called an

angel come from on high; that, besides, he had lived with

the suhintroductce, and had allowed the same to his clergy.

If he could not be reproached with positive immorality, he

had at least caused much scandal. Finally, he had fallen into

the heresy of Artemon
;
and the Synod had thought it suffi-

cient to proceed only on this last point. They had therefore

excommunicated Paul, and elected Domnus in his place. The

Synod prayed all the bishops to exchange the litteras com-

municatorias with Domnus, whilst Paul, if he wished, could

write to Artemon.-^ It is with this ironical observation that

the great fragment of the synodical letter preserved by Euse-

bius terminates. It is thought that in Leontius of Byzantium^
are to be found some more fragments of this letter treating of

Paul's doctrine. Much more important is an ancient tradition,

that the Synod of Antioch must have rejected the expression

6fjLoov(TLo^. This is, at least, what semi-Arians have main-

tained; whilst S. Athanasius says
"
that he had not the synodical

letter
jof

the Council of Antioch before his eyes, but that the

semi-Arians had maintained, in their Synod of Ancyra of 358,
that this letter denied that the Son was ofMoovaLo^ tc3 iraTpC

^

What the semi-Arians affirmed is also reported by Basil the

Great and Hilary of Poitiers. Thus it is impossible to main-

tain the hypothesis of many learned men, viz. that the semi-

Arians had falsified the fact, and that there was nothing true

about the rejection of the expression ofioovaiof; by the Synod
of Antioch. The original documents do not, however, show us

why this Synod of Antioch rejected the word ofioovaco^ ;
and

we are thrown upon conjectures for this point.

Athanasius says* that Paul argued in this way : If Christ,

from being a man, did not become God—that is to say, if He
were not a man deified—then He is 6fioovcn,o^ with the Father;
but then three substances {ova-lav) must be admitted—one first

substance (the Father), and two more recent (the Son and the

1 Euseb. -vii. 30.
2
Mansi, i. 1102.

2 Atlian. de Synodis, c. 43
; 0pp. t. i. P. ii. p. 604, ed. Patav.

* De Synodis, c. 45.
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Spirit) ;
that is to say, that the divine substance is separated

into three parts.

In this case Paul must have used the word o^ioovaio^ in

that false sense which afterwards many Arians attributed to

the orthodox : in his mind 6fioov<no<i must have signified the

possessor of a part of the divine substance, which is not the

natural sense of the word. Then, as Paul abused this expres-

sion, it may be that for this reason the Synod of Antioch

should absolutely forbid the use of the word o^ioovaio^. Per-

haps Paul also maintained that the o/aoovaiof; answered much
better to his doctrine than to that of the orthodox : for he

could easily name as 6/jloov<tio<; with the Father, the divine

virtue which came down upon the man Jesus, since according

to him this virtue was in no way distinct from the Father
;

and in this case, again, the Synod would have sufficient ground
for rejecting this expression.-^

These explanations would be without any use if the two

creeds which were formerly attributed to this Council of

Antioch really proceeded from it.^ In these creeds the word

6fjLoov(7io(; is not only adopted, but great stress is laid upon it.

The two creeds also have expressions evidently imitated from

the Mcene Creed,—a fact which shows that they could not

have proceeded from the Synod of Antioch. If in 269 such

a profession of faith in the mystery of the Holy Trinity had

been written at Antioch, the Fathers of Nicaea would have

had much easier work to do, or rather Arianism would not

have been possible.

We have already said that the synodical letter of the

Council of Antioch was addressed to Dionysius Bishop of

Eome. The Synod did not know that this Pope died in the

month of December 269: thus the letter was given to his

^ Cf. the dissertation by Dr. Frohscliammer, "liber die Verwerfung des

ofAoovffiesy" in the Tubing. Theol. Quartalschrift, 1850, Heft 1.

2 One is found in a document against Nestorius among the acts of the Council

of Ephesus, Hard. i. 1271 ; Mansi, iv. 1010. It contains a comparison between

Paul of Samosata and Nestorius. The second creed—said to be of Antioch, and

directed against Paul of Samosata—is also found among the acts of the Synod
of Ephesus, in Mansi, v. 175 ;

Hard. i. 1639
;
in Hahn, Biblioth. der Symbole,

S. 129 ff. Cf. on this point, Lumper, Hist. Theol. Crit. xiii. 723, 726, Not.

n; Walch, KetzerJiist. Bd. il S. 119.
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successor, Felix i., who^ wrote immediately to Bishop Maximus

and the clergy of Alexandria to define the orthodox faith of

the Church with greater clearness against the errors of Paul

of Samosata.^

Paul continued to live in the episcopal palace, notwith-

standing his deposition, being probably supported by Zenobia
;

and he thus obliged the orthodox to appeal to the Emperor
Aurelian after this prince had conquered Zenobia and taken

Antioch in 272. The Emperor decided that "he should

occupy the episcopal house at Antioch who was in connection

with the bishops of Italy and the see of Eome." Paul was

then obliged to leave his palace with disgrace, as Eusebius

relates.^

We have up to this time spoken of three Synods of Antioch,

all of them held with reference to Paul of Samosata
;
but a

certain number of historians* will admit only two, as we

think, wrongly.^ The synodical letter of the last Council of

Antioch says distinctly that Firmilian went twice on this

account to Antioch, and that on his third journey to be pre-

sent at a new synod, consequently at a third, he died.® As
the synodical letter is the most trustworthy source which can

be quoted in this case, we ought to prefer its testimony to

Theodoret's account, who mentions only two Synods of Antioch.''

As for Eusebius, whose authority has been quoted, it is true

that he first mentions
^

only one synod, then in the following

chapter another Synod of Antioch; but this other he does

not call the second—he calls it the last. What he says in

the twenty-seventh chapter shows that he united into one

only the first and second Synods.
" The bishops," he says,

*' assembled often, and at different periods." But even if

Eusebius had spoken of only two synods, his testimony would

evidently be of less value than the synodical letter.

It is with these Synods of Antioch that the councils of

the third century terminate. The Lihellm Synodicus^ cer-

1 Euseb. Hkt Eccl vii. 30 in fin.
*
Mansi, i. 1114.

' Hist. Eccl. vii. 30. '*

e.g. Lumper, I.e. p. 708, Not. x.
^ Cf. Eemi Ceillier, I.e. p. 599

; andWalch, Hist, der Kirchenversamml. S. 113.
« Euseb. Hist. Eccl. vii. 30. ^ Hceret. fabulce, lib. ii. c. 8.

8 Lib. vii. 28. » In Hard. v. 1498
; Mansi, i. 1128.
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tainly mentions anothei synod held in Mesopotamia ;
but it

was only a religious conference between Archelaus Bishop of

Carchara (or, more correctly, Caschara) in Mesopotamia, and

the heretic Manes.-^ As for the pretended Eastern Synod in

the year 300, in which the patriarchs of Eome, of Constanti-

nople (an evident anachronism), of Antioch, and of Alexandria,

are said to have granted to the Bishop of Seleucia the dignity
of patriarch of the whole of Persia, it is a pure invention.^

^ The acts of this discussion have been given by Zacagni in his Collectanea

3fonumentorum Veteris Ecdeske; they are found in Mansi, i. 1129-1226. A

fragment of this discussion is also found in the Sixth Catechesis of S. Cyril of

Jersualem ; Mansi, I.e. p. 1226. On the authenticity of these acts, cf. Mosheim,
Commentar. de rebus Christianorum ante Constant. M. p. 729.

2
Mansi, i. 1245.



CHAPTER III.

THE SYNODS OF THE FIRST TWENTY YEAES OF THE FOURTH

CENTURY.

Sec. 10. Pretended Synod of Sinuessa (303).

IF
the document which tells us of a Synod of Sinuessa

(situated between Eome and Capua) could have any

pretension to authenticity/ this Synod must have taken place

about the beginning of the fourth century, in 303. It says :

The Emperor Diocletian had pressed Marcellinus Bishop of

Home to sacrifice to the gods. At first stedfast, the bishop

had finally allowed himself to be dragged into the temple
of Vesta and of Isis, and there offered incense to the idols.

He was followed by tlu-ee priests and two deacons, who
fled the moment he entered the temple, and spread the re-

port that they had seen Marcellinus sacrificing to the gods.

A Synod assembled, and Marcellinus denied the fact. The

inquiry was continued in a crypt near Sinuessa, on account

of the persecution. There were assembled many priests, no

fewer than three hundred bishops ;
a number quite impossible

for that country, and in a time of persecution. They first

of all condemned the three priests and the two deacons for

having abandoned their bishop. As for the latter, although

sixty-two witnesses had sworn against him, the Synod would

not pronounce judgment : it simply demanded that he should

confess his fault, and judge himself
; or, if he was not guilty,

that he should pronounce his own acquittal. On the morrow

fresh witness arose against Marcellinus. He denied again.

The third day the three hundred bishops assembled, once

more condemned the three priests and the two deacons, called

up the witnesses again, and charged Marcellinus in God's
^ Inserted in Mansi, Collect. Concil. i. 1250 sq. ; Hard. Coll. i. 217 sqq.
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name to speak the truth. He then threw himself on the

ground, and covering his head with ashes, loudly and re-

peatedly acknowledged his sin, adding that he had allowed

himself to be bribed by gold. The bishops, in pronouncing

judgment, formally added : Marcellinus has condemned him-

self, for the occupant of the highest see cannot be judged by

any one (prima sedes non judicatur a quoquam). The conse-

quence of this Synod was, that Diocletian caused many bishops
who were present at it to be put to death, even Pope Mar-

cellinus himself, on the 23d of August 303,

This account is so filled with improbabilities and evidently

false dates, that in modern times Eoman Catholics and Pro-

testants have unanimously rejected the authenticity of it.

Before that, some Eoman Catholics were not unwilling to

appeal to this document, on account of the proposition, jprima
sedes non judicatur a quoquam. The Eoman breviary itself has

admitted the account of Marcellinus' weakness, and of the

sacrifice offered by him.-^ But it is beyond all doubt that this

document is an amplification of the falsehood spread by the

Donatists about the year 400. They maintain that during
Diocletian's persecution Marcellinus had delivered up the Holy

Scriptures, and sacrificed to the idols,
—a falsehood which

Augustine and Theodoret had already refuted.^

Sec. 11. Synod of Cirta (305).

If the Donatists have invented the Synod of Sinuessa,

which never took place, they have, on the other hand, con-

tested the existence of a Council which w^as certainly held in

305 at Cirta in Numidia. This Synod took place on the

occasion of the installation of a new bishop of this town.^

* Noctum. ii. 26th April.
^
Augustine, De unico Baptismo contra PetiUanum, c. 16

; Theodoret, Hist

Ecd, lib. i. c. 2. Details respecting the spuriousness of this document, and

upon this whole question, are to be found in Pagi, Crit. in Annales Baronii,

ad ann. 302, n. 18; Papebroch, in the Acta sanct. in Propyl. Mag. vol. viii.
;

Natal. Alex. Hist. Eccl. ssec. iii. diss. xx. vol. iv. p. 135, ed. Venet. 1778 ;

Piemi Ceillier, Hist, des auteurs sacr4s, t. iii, p. 681. See, for Protestant

authors, Bower, Gesch. d. Papste, Bd. i. S. 68 ff.
; Walch, Hist. d. Papste, S.

68 ff.
;
Hist, der Kirchenvers. S. 126.

• Now Constantine.
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Secundus Bishop of Tigisium, the oldest of the eleven bishops

present, presided over the assembly. A short time before,

an edict of Diocletian had enacted that the sacred writings

should be given up ;
and a multitude of Christians, and even

bishops, had proved weak, and had obeyed the edict. Most of

the bishops present at Cirta were accused of this fall
;
so that

the president could say to almost all of them, when question-

ing them according to their rank, Dicitur te tradidisse. They
acknowledged themselves to be guilty, adding, one that God
had preserved him from sacrificing to the idols (which would

have been doubtless a much greater fall) ; another, that in-

stead of the sacred books he had given up books of medicine
;

a third, that he had been forced by violence, and so forth.

All implored grace and pardon. The president then demanded
of Purpurius Bishop of Limata, if it was true that he had

killed two of his nephews. The latter answered, "Do you
think you can terrify me like the others ? "What did you do

then yourself, when the curator commanded you to give up
the Holy Scriptures?" This was to reproach him with the

crime for which he was prosecuting the others
;
and the pre-

sident's own nephew, Secundus the younger, addressed hia

uncle in these words :

" Do you hear what he says of you I

He is ready to leave the Synod, and to create a schism : he

will have with him all those whom you wish to punish, and
I know that they have reasons for condemning you." The

president asked counsel from some of the bishops : they per-
suaded him to decide that

" each one should render an account

to God of his conduct in this matter (whether he had given

up the Holy Scriptures or not)." All were of the same opinion,
and shouted, Deo gratias I

This is what is told us in the fragment of the synodical
acts preserved by S. Augustine in the third book of his work

against the Donatist Cresconius.^ We also learn from this

fragment, that the Synod was held in a private house belong-

ing to Urbanus Donatus, during the eighth consulate of Dio-

cletian and the seventh of Maximian, that is to say, in 303.

Optatus of Mileve,^ on the other hand, gives to this Donatus
:he surname of Carisius^ and tells- u& that they chose a private

* Contra Cresc. c. 27. «
jji^t^ Donatist. lib. i.

I
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house because the churches of the to^vIl had not yet heen

restored since the persecution. As for the chronological

question, S. Augustine says in another place, that the copy of

the synodical acts, which was carefully examined on occasion

of the religious conference of Carthage with the Donatists,

was thus dated : ;post consulatum Diocleiiani novies et Maxi-

miani odies, tertio nonas Martis} that is to say, March 5, 305.

That is, in fact, the exact date, as Valesius has proved in

his notes upon the eighth book of the History of the Church

by Eusebius, ch. 2. Natalis Alexander has also written a

special dissertation upon this subject in his History of the

Church?

When the affair respecting the bishops who had yielded up
the Holy Scriptures had been decided, they proceeded to the

election of the new Bishop of Cirta. The bishops nominated

the deacon Silvanus, although, as is proved by a fragment of

the acts preserved by S. Augustine,^ he had delivered up the

sacred books in 303, together with his bishop Paul This

Silvanus and some others among the bishops assembled at

Cirta, after having been so indulgent towards themselves,

afterwards became the chiefs of the rigorous and exaggsrated

party of the Donatists, who saw traditores everywhere, even

where there were none.

Sec. 12. Synod of Alexandria (306).

Almost at the same period, perhaps a year later, a synod
was held at Alexandria, under the presidency of Peter, then

archbishop of that place. The Bishop of Lycopolis, Meletius,

author of the Meletian schism, was, as S. Athanasius tells us,

deposed by this Synod for different offences; and among others,

^
Augustine, Breviculus coUationis c. Donatistis, collat. diei Illiice, c. 17,

n. 32, viii. 643, ed. Migne.
2 Hist. Eccles. saec. iv. diss. ii. 840, ed. Yenet. 1778.
3 Contra Cres. lib. iii. c. 29. Baronius, ad ann. 303, n. 6, concludes from

this fragment that the Synod of Cirta first elected Paul as bishop of that place.

Baronius had, in fact, remarked that Paul had yielded up the Holy Scriptures

in 303, being then Bishop of Cirta. But he is mistaken in supposing that this

Synod had taken place in the spring of 303. The passage from the document

preserved by Augustine, contra Crescon. iii. 29, ought to have proved to hiin

that Paul was already Bishop of Cirta ^Yhen the persecution began, consequently

before the assembling of the Synod.
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for having sacrificed to idols.^ These last words show that

this Synod took place after the outbreak of Diocletian's per-

secution, consequently after 303. S. Athanasius further adds,

in his Epistola ad ejpiscopos :
" The Meletians were declared

schismatics more than fifty-five years ago." This letter having
been written in 356 or in 361, the latter date would give
the year 3 6 as that of the Synod ;

and this is the date which

we adopt. For on the other hypothesis (reckoning from the

year 356) we should be brought to 301, when the persecu-
tion of Diocletian had not begun.^

To the beginning of the fourth century belongs the

Sec. 13. Synod of Elvira (305 or 306).

This Synod has been, more than any other, an occasion for

many learned researches and controversies. The principal
work on the subject is that by the Spaniard Ferdinand de

Mendoza, in 1593; it comprises three books, the title of which

is, de confirmando concilio Illiheritano ad Clementem viii.^ The
best text of the acts of this Council is found in the Collectio

canonum Ecclesice Hisyance, by Franc. Ant. Gonzalez, librarian

(Madrid 1808, in folio). It was compiled from nine ancient

Spanish manuscripts. Bruns has reproduced it in his BiUioth.

eccles.^

Pliny the elder speaks of two towns named lUiberis : the

one in Gallia Narbonensis, which is now called Collioure, in

Eoussillon (now French) ;
the other in the south of Spain, in

the province Boetica, now Andalusia.^ As it is a Spanish

council, there can be no question but that it was the latter

town, as Illiberis in Narbonne had been demolished long
before the time of Constantine the Great. Mendoza relates,

that in his day the remains of walls bearing the name of

Elbira might still be seen on a mountain not far from Granada
;

and the gate of Granada, situated in this direction, is called

the gate of Elbira.^ There is also another Eliberis, but it

* Athanas. Apolog. cont. Arian. c. 59, vol. i. P. i. p. 140, ed. Patav.
2
Upon this question of chronology, and upon the Meletian schism, cf. a dis-

sertation by Dr. Hefele in the Kirchenlexicon of Wetzer and Welte, Bd. vii.

S. 38. Dom Ceillier adopts the year 301, Hist, etc., iii. 678.
3
Mansi, Collect. Cone. ii. 57-397. * Vol. i. P. ii. p. 1

,sq.
* Plin. Hist. Nat. lib. iii. c. 1, 4.

« Mendoza in Mansi, p. 58.

I
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dates only from the conquest of the Goths. Illiberris, with

a double I and a double r, is the true one, according to

Mendoza.^

The synodical acts, whose genuineness could be doubted

only by hypercriticism,^ mention nineteen bishops as present

at the Council. According to a Codex Pithoanus of its acts,

their number must have reached forty-three. The nineteen

are : Felix of Acci (Cadiz), who, probably as being the eldest,

was nominated president of the Synod ;
Hosius^ of Corduba,

afterwards so famous in the Arian controversy as Bishop
of Cordova; Sabinus of Hispalis (Seville), Camerismus of

Tucci, Sinaginis of Epagra (or Bigerra), Secundinus of Castulo,

Pardus of Mentesa, Flavian of Eliberis, Cantonius of Urci,

Liberius of Emerita, Valerius of Csesaraugusta (Saragossa),

Decentius of Legio (Leon), Melantius of Toledo, Januarius of

Fibularia (perhaps Salaria in Hispania Tarraconemis), Vincent

of Ossonoba, Quintianus of Elbora, Successus of Eliocroca,

Eutychian of Basti (Baza), and Patricius of Malacca. There

^vere therefore bishops from the most different parts of Spain ;

so that we may consider this assembly as a synod representing

the whole of Spain. The acts also mention twenty-four

priests, and say that they were seated at the Synod like the

bishops, whilst the deacons and the laity stood up. The

decrees proceeded only from the bishops ;
for the synodical

acts always employed this formula : Episcopi universi dixerunt.

1. As for the date of this Synod, the acts tell us that it w^as

celebrated, which means opened, at the Ides of May; that

is, on the 15th May. The inscriptions on the acts also give

the following particulars : Constantii temjporihus editum, eodem

tempore quo et Niccena synodus hdbita est Some of the acts

add: era 362.*

Of course it refers to the Spanish era, which began to be

used in Spain in the fifth century : it counted from the

1 Mendoza in Mansi, pp. 58, 59.

2 DouLts have been raised, especially by Berardi (Gradiani Canones genuini

ah apocrypJiis discreti, etc., i. 24, ed. Taurin., 1752) and by Marcellin Mol-

kenbuhr {Diss, critica de conciL TruUano EUberitano, c. Monast. 1791). Cf.

KatlwUTc, 1819, Bd. ii. S. 419.
3 Or Osius.
* BMotheca Eccles. ed. Bruns, vol. i. P. ii. pp. 1, 2; Mansi, Collect cone, il 1.
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thirty- eighth year before Christ, so that the year 362 of the

Spanish era corresponds to 324 of our reckoning.^ This date

of 324 answers to that of the Council of Mcsea (325), also

mentioned in the inscription on the synodical acts
;
but the

tem'pore Constantii does not agree with it, at least unless we
should read Constantini. But there are very strong objections

against this chronological reading.

a. Most of the ancient manuscripts of these synodical acts

do not bear any date : one would therefore be led to conclude

that this had been added at a later time.^

l. Bishop Hosius of Corduba, named among the bishops

present at the Synod, was not in Spain in 324 : he passed

the whole of that year either at the Emperor's court (in Mco- .

media) or at Alexandria. Constantme the Great, with whom
he was,^ after the defeat of Licinius, consequently in the

autumn of 323 or in the spring of 324, sent him to that

place in order to try to settle the Arian strife. Hosius not

being able to succeed in his mission, returned to the Emperor
as counsellor on ecclesiastical matters, and immediately after-

wards he took part in the first (Ecumenical Council of Nicsea,

in 325.*

c. A long time previous to 323 and 324 Hosius had left

Spain, and he generally resided with the Emperor. It is

known^ that after the close of the Council of Aries, in 314,
the Donatists appealed from the judgment of the Council to

the Emperor Constantine the Great. The sentence given by the

Emperor in 3 1 6 having been against them, they spread the

report that it was Hosius of Cordova who had influenced the

Emperor in his judgment. Augustine, in relating this fact,

adds that Hosius had, on the contrary, suggested to the Emperor
more moderate measures than the Donatists deserved.^ Hosius

was then at the imperial court, at the latest, in 316: a decree

^P Cf. the article ^ra, by Dr. Hefele, Kirchenlex. of "Wetzer u. Welte, Bd. i.

S..115.
2 Cf. Mendoza in Mansi, I.e. 6Q, 73

;
and Natal. Alex. Hist. Eccles. ssec. iii.

diss. 21, art. i. p. 136, vol. iv. ed. Venet. 1778.
3 Sozom. Hist. Eccles. i. 16, and Euseb. Vita Const, ii. 63.
* Cf. Tubing. Quartalschrift, 1851, S. 221 sq.
^ Cf. in the Kirchenlex. Dr. Hefele's article on the Donatists, Bd. iii. S. 257.
•
Ang. contra Parmenian. lib. i. c. 8, ix. 43, ed. Migne.
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which Constantine addressed to Cecilian Bishop of Carthage
in 313, and in which he mentions Hosius, would even lead us

to conclude that the Spanish bishop was with Constantine

in 313.^

d. We must also notice, that the purport of several canons

of Elvira cannot agree with this date of 324.

(a.) Several of these canons appear, indeed, to have been

compiled during or soon after a \dolent persecution, in which

several Christians had apostatized. We say during, or soon

after ; but it is more likely that it was soon after : for during
a persecution, bishops from the most distant provinces of

Spain, from the north and the south, could hardly assemble

in the same place. Now the last persecution of the Spanish
Christians by the Emperors was that of Diocletian and of

Maximianus Herculeus, from 303 to 305.

(/?.)
The decisions of Elvira about the laysi are much more

rigorous than those of ISTicsea, : thus the first canon of Elvira

forbids that the holy communion should be administered to the

lapsi, even in articulo mortis. This severity evidently indicates

a date prior to that of the Synod of Nicsea. Such severity

during a persecution, or immediately after, could be explained,

but not so twenty years later.

2. It was indeed this severity of the canons of Elvira with

regard to the la^psi which suggested to the oratorian Morinus

the hypothesis which he propounds in his book de Fcenitentiaf

viz. that the Synod of Elvira must have assembled before the

origin of the Novatian schism, about 250
;

otherwise the

Fathers of Elvira, by their first canon, must have taken the

side of the Novatians. But the severity of the Novatians is

very different from that of the Synod of Elvira. The Nova-

tians pretended that the Church had not the rigM to admit to

the communion a Christian w^ho had apostatized : the Fathers

of Elvira acknowledged this right ; they wished only that in

certain cases, for reasons of discipline, she should suspend the

exercise of this right, and delay the admission, non despera-

tione Venice, sed rigore disciplince^ We must add, that about

^ In Niceph. Hist. Eccles. vii. 42, quoted by Mendoza, I. c. p. 68.
2 Lib. ix. c. 19.

•Nat. Alex. I.e. Propos. ii. 137, 145, nota; and Migne, Dictionnair€f i. 813.

i
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250 Hosius and the other bishops present at the Council of

Elvira were not yet born, or at any rate they were not among
the clergy.

3. The hypothesis of the Magdeburg Centuriators, which

places the Synod of Elvira in the year 700, is still more

unfortunate. To give such dates, is to make Hosius and his

coUeaccues of Elvira into true Methuselahs of the new cove-

nant.

4. Following the Fasti of Onuphrius,. Hardouin has adopted
the date 313, giving especially as his reason, that the canons

of the Council of Aries in 314 have much in common with

those of Elvira. But this is extremely feeble reasoning ;
for

they might easily profit by the canons of Elvira at Aries, even

if they were framed ten or twenty years previously. Besides,

Hosius, as we have seen above, appears to have left his native

country, Spain, in 313.^

5. Bakize has propounded another theory. At the Council

of Sardica (eleventh canon in Greek, fourteenth canon in

Latin), Hosius proposed a law (on the subject of the Sunday

festival), which had been before proposed in a former council

{superiore concilio). This is an allusion to the twenty-first
canon of the Council of Elvira. Baluze remarks, that since

Hosius calls the Council of Elvira superius concilium, this

Council must have taken place before the Council of Nicsea,

which, with Hosius, when the Council of Sardica was held,

was only the concilium postremum. The reasoning of Baluze

can be mamtained up to this point ;
but afterwards, from

some other indications, he wishes to conclude that the Synod
of Elvira took place after those of Ancyra and of IN'eo-

csesarea
; consequently between 314 and 325.^ This latter

part of his proof is very feeble
;
and besides, he has en-

tirely forgotten that Hosius was not in Spain between 314
and 325.

6. Mansi thinks that the Synod of Elvira took place in

309. It is said in the acts, he remarks, that the Council

was held in the Ides of May. Now in 309 these Ides fell on
a Sunday ;

and at this period they began to hold synods on a

^ Cf. the note by Baluze in Mansi, I.e. p. 1, not. 2.

'
Mansi, I.e. p. 3, note.
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Sunday, as the example of Mcaea sliows.-^ This last observa-

tion is not exact. The Council of Mcaea requires, in the

fifth canon, that two synods should be celebrated annually,
—

one during Lent, the other in the autumn
;
but there is no-

where any mention of Sunday, The apostolic canons, No. 36

(38), give the same meaning :

" The first synod shall be held

in the fourth week after Pentecost
;
the second on the 12th

of the month Hj^erberataios." Here also, then, there is no

mention of Sunday; the 12th of the month Hyperberataios

might fall upon any day of the week. In the statutes of the

Synod of Antioch in 341, Sunday is not prescribed more than

any other day.

7. The calculation of Mendoza, of Natalis Alexander, of

TiUemont, of d'Aguirre, of E^mi Ceillier, etc.,^ appears to us

more defensible : they all proceed upon the fact that Valerius

Bishop of Saragossa, who, we know from the acts, was present
at the Synod, was persecuted in 304, with his deacon Vincent,

by the Eoman praetor Dacian. The deacon was put to death,

and Valerius exiled f afterwards he also was martyred, if we

may believe an ancient tradition. They concluded from this,

that the Council of Elvira could not have taken place before

304, that is to say, before the arrest of Bishop Valerius
;
and

they only disagreed upon the point whether the Council took

place at the commencement of the year 3 or 3 1 : d'Aguirre
even mentions the commencement of 303. The difficulty is,

that they place the Council of Elvira before the outbreak of

^ Cf. Mansi, note upon Alex. Nat. Hist. Eccles. I.e. p. 139, and his CoU.

Concil. ii. 22.

2 Mendoza in Mansi, Coll. Concil. ii. 69, 73
; Nat. Alex. Hist. Eccles. sec. iii.

diss. 21, p. 138, ed, Venet. 1778 ; Tillemont, Mimoires, etc., vol. vii. in the

article Osius, pp. 137, 333, ed..Binix. 1732
; Aguirr. Concil. Hispan. i. 240 sq.,

ii. 1
; Ceillier, Hist, des auteurs sacr6s, iii. 657. See above, p. 132.

3 See the Acta S. VincentH, in Kninart, ed. Galura, ii. 343. "We might be

surprised that there should be executions of Christians in Spain at this time,
since this province formed part of the empire of Caesar Constantius. But al-

though Constantius was personally favourable to the Christians, he was obliged
to conform to the Emperor's commands, as he was only the second personage in

the empire. Besides, he did not reside in Spain, but in Gaul
; and it was only

in Gaul, says Eusebius, that the Christians were spared, whilst in Spain and
in Britain the subordinate governors ordered the persecutions. Cf. TiUemont,

M6moires, etc., vol. v., Perstcution of Diocletian, art. xxi. and not. yyjj- pp.
25, 26, ed. Brux. 1732.
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the persecution ; whilst, as has been said before, several of the

canons were evidently written just after a persecution, and

consequently could not have been promulgated between 300
and 304.

8. The opinion, then, which appears to us the most probable
on this question, is the following : In May 305 Diocletian and

Maximianus Herculeus had abdicated
;
and Constantius, cele-

brated for his benevolence towards the Christians, became

sovereign ruler of Spain. The persecutibn, therefore, having

ceased, the Spanish bishops could assemble at Elvira to deli-

berate, first, respecting the treatment of the laps% which

was the chief subject of the canons which they formed, and

also to seek for means against the invasion of moral cor-

ruption.

But it will be said, Was not Valerius of Saragossa dead in

305 ? I do not think so. To prove it, Eemi Ceillier^ appeals
to Prudentius

;
but the latter does not say a word of the mar-

tyrdom of Valerius, either in his poem upon all the martyrs
of Saragossa in general, or in his poem upon Vincent in par-

ticular. If Valerius had really been martyred, he would cer-

tainly not have failed to say so.^ Then, if Valerius was living
at the time of the abdication of Diocletian and Maximian, he

was undoubtedly recalled from exile by Constantius
;
and he

could thus take part in the Synod of Elvira, which we there-

fore place in the autumn of 305, or in 306. Baronius,^

Binius in Mansi,* and others, accept 305, but on othet grounds
than ours, whilst Pagi^ leaves the question undecided. The

1
I.e. p. 657, not./.

2 Prudent. Clemens, Peristeph. iv. passio'xYui. MartyrumCcesaraugust, says,

V. 77, p. 220, ed. Obbarii :

**
Inde, Vincenti, tua palma nata est,

Clems hie tantum peperit triumphum ;

Hie sacerdotum domus infulata Valerioram ;"

t.g.
" The clergy of Saragossa, the house of the Valerians [i.e. the followers of

the Bishop Valerius), were so stedfast, that they carried off this "victory.
" But

this does not prove that Valerius himself was executed. He participated in the

triumph by his exile. What Mendoza brings forward elsewhere in proof of the

martyrdom of Bishop Valerius, is taken from much later references and tradi-

tions, and therefore cannot be adduced as proof.
3 Ad ann. 305, 39 sq.

* Vol. ii. p. 27.
* Ad ann. 305, n. 6.
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eighty-one canons of the Synod of Elvira are the follow-

Can. 1. De his qui ;post hajptismum idolis immolave-

runt

Placuit inter nos : Qui post fidem baptismi salutaris adulta

setate ad templum idoli idololaturus accesserit et fecerit, quod
est crimen capitale, quia est summi sceleris, placuit nee in

finem eum communionem accipere.

"If an adult who has been baptized has entered an idol's

temple, and has committed a capital crime, he cannot be

received into communion, even at the end of his life."

Several interpreters of this canon, among others Dr. Herbst,

who has explained the canons of Elvira in the Tiibinger Quar-

talsclirifl} have erroneously thought that w^e must understand

here by communio, not eucharistic communion, but only com-

munion with the Church, or sacramental absolution. This is

a mistake : the word communio does not mean only communion
with the Church, but sacramental communion as well. If any
one is excluded from the Church, and if they cannot receive

sacramental absolution, neither can they receive the holy
Eucharist.

Can. 2. De sacerdotibm gentilium qui post hajptismum immo-

laverunt

riamines, qui post fidem lavacri et regenerationis sacrifica-

verunt, eo quod geminaverint scelera accedente homicidio, vel

tripiicaverint facinus cohaerente moechia, placuit eos nee in

finem accipere communionem.

Can. 3. De eisdem si idolis munus tantum dederunt

Item flamines qui non immolaverint, sed munus tantum

dederint, eo quod se a funestis abstinuerint sacrificiis, placuit

in finem eis prsestare communionem, acta tamen legitima

poenitentia. Item ipsi si post pcenitentiam fuerint moechati,

^ See Mendoza, and tlie Bishop of Orleans, Gabriel de I'Aubespine. This

fragment is f^und in Mansi, ii. 35-55, 110-396. Herbst's explanations have

been analysed and criticised in the dissertation by Binterim upon the Synod of

Elvira, in the KaiJwUk of 1821, u. 417-444.
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I
placuit ulterius Lis non esse dandam communionem ne lusisse

I Je dominica communione videantur.

I^v Can. 4. De eisdem si cafechumeni adhuc immolant quando

I|h haptizentur.

Item flamines si fuerint catechumeni et so a sacrificiis

abstinuerint, post triennii tempora placuit ad baptismmn ad-

niitti debere.

The office of a flamen in the provinces of the Eoman Empire
consisted either in offering sacrifices to the gods, or in pre-

paring the public games. It was hereditary in many families
;

and as it entailed many expenses, he who was legally bound

to fill it could not give it up, even if he became a Chris-

tian, as is proved by the Code of Justinian, and S. Jerome's

work De Vita Eilarionis} It followed from this, that the

members of these families of flamines kept their office even

when they were catechumens or had been baptized ;
but they

tried to give up the duties which it imposed, especially the

sacrifices. They consented still to continue to prepare the

public games. In the time of a persecution, the people gene-

rally wished to oblige them to offer sacrifices also. This Synod
decided on what must be done with these flamines in the

different cases which might arise.

a. If they had been baptized, and if they had consented

to fulfil all their duties, they had by that act alone (a) sacri-

ficed to idols
; (/S) they had taken part in murders, by pre-

paring for the games (in the games of gladiators), and in acts

of immorality (in the obscene acts of certain plays).^ Their

sin was therefore double and triple. Then they must be

refused the communion as long as they lived.

•&. If they had been baptized, but if, without sacrificing,

they had only given the games, they might be received into

communion at the close of their life, provided that they should

* Cf. Aubespine's notes in Mansi, I.e. p. 36.
^ The 30th, 31st, and 72d canons prove, that with the Fathers of Elvira

moechia signified immorality in general, rather than adultery properly so called.

Also adulterare in the title of the 13th canon is not adultery in specie, but

debauchery in general, with this difference, that the sin of a virgin consecrated
to God might be called adultery towards God, to whom she had been conse-

crated, and to whom she had been wanting in fidelity.
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have first submitted to a suitable penance. But if, after hav-

ing hegun to do penance (that is the sense, and not after the

accomplishment of the penance), they should again be led into

any act of immorality (that is to say, if as flamines they should

allow themselves to organize obscene plays), they should never

more receive the communion.

c. If a flamen was only a catechumen, and if, without sacri-

ficing, he had fulfilled his duties (perhaps also given the games),
he might be baptized after three years of triaL^

Can. 5. Si domina per zelum ancillam occiderif.

Si qua foemina furore zeli accensa flagris verberaverit ancil-

lam suam, ita ut intra tertium diem animam cum cruciatu

effundat, eo quod incertum sit voluntate an casu occiderit
;

si

voluntate, post septem annos, si casu, post quinquennii tem-

pera, acta legitima poenitentia, ad communionem placuit ad-

mitti
; quod si intra tempora constituta fuerint infirmata,

accipiat communionem.

If, in anger, a woman should strike her servant, so that

the latter should die at the end of three days, the guilty
woman shall undergo a seven years' penance if she struck so

violently on purpose, and a five years' penance if she did not

do so on purpose to hill : she shall not be received into com-

munion till after this delay. If she should fall ill during
the time of her penance, she may receive the communion.

This canon was inserted in the Corpus juris can?

Can. 6. Si quicunque per maleficium hominem interfecerit.

Si quis vero maleficio interficiat alteram, eo quod sine idolo-

latria perficere scelus non potuit, nee in finem impertiendam
illi esse communionem.

By maleficio is here to be understood the deceits of magic
or sorcery, which they considered necessarily connected with

idolatry.

The following canon needs no explanation.

Can. 7. De pcenitentibus mcechice si rursus moechaverint.

Si quis forte fidelis post lapsum moechiae, post tempora cou-

1 Of. canon 55. » C. 43, dist. 1.



SYNOD OF ELVIRA. 141

stitiita, acta poenitentia, denuo fuerit fornicatus, placuit nee in

finem habere eum communionem.

•
Can. 8. Be foeminis qiice relictis viris suis aliis nuhunt.

Item fceminae, quae nulla praecedente causa reliquerint viros

suos et alteris se copulaverint, nee in finem aeeipiant com-

munionem.

Some interpreters have thought that the question here was
that only of a Christian woman leaving her husband, still a

pagan, without any reason
;
for under no ^pretext could she

leave a Christian husband to marry another. But the follow-

ing canon proves conclusively that the eighth canon speaks of

a Christian couple. If it adds without reason} that does not

mean that there exist any cases in which a woman could leave

her husband to marry another : the canon decrees only a more
severe punishment if she should abandon her husband without

reason
;
whilst the following canon prescribes what punish-

ment to inflict in case she should leave her husband not

entirely without a cause (if, for example, the husband is an

adulterer).

The ninth canon, which has also been inserted in the Corpus

juris canon} is thus worded :
—

Can. 9. De foeminis quce adulteros maritos relinguunt et aliis

nulvnt.

Item foemina fidelis, quae adulterum maritum reliquerit
fidelem et alterum ducit, prohibeatur ne ducat

;
si duxerit, non

prius accipiat communionem, nisi quem reliquit de saeculo

exierit, nisi forsitan necessitas infirmitatis dare compulerit.

The following canons are much more difficult to explain.

Can. 1 0. De relicta catechumeni si alterum duxerit

Si ea quam catechumenus relinquit duxerit maritum, potest
ad fontem lavacri admitti : hoc et circa foeminas catechumenas
erit observandum. Quodsi fuerit fidelis quae ducitur ab eo

* Binterim thinks {I.e. p. 425) that sine causa means, "without the preTious
judgment of the bishop."

" C. 8, causa xxxii. q. 7,
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qui uxorem inculpatam relinquit, et quum scierit ilium habere

uxorem, quam sine causa reliquit, placuit in finem hujusmodi
dari communionem.

Cak 11. Be, catechumena si graviter cegrotaverit

Intra quinquennii autem tempora catechumena si graviter

fuerit infirmata, dandum ei baptismum placuit non denegari.

These two canons are difficult to explain, because the section

between the two does not occupy its proper plaoe. They treat

of two quite different cases, and each of these cases is sub-

divided into two others.

1. a. If a catechumen, without any cause, should leave his

wife, who has not yet been baptized, and if the latter should

marry another husband, she may be baptized.

h. In the same way, if a female catechumen should, with-

out reason, leave her husband, still unbaptized, and he

should marry again, he may be baptized.

Such is the first case. It supposes that the party who is

left without cause is not baptized. Here the tenth canon

should stop. What follows treats of another question, viz.

if the party who has unlawfully left the other can be married

again. The canon does not mention whether the party to be

married is baptized, or only a catechumen, and it establishes

the following :
—

2. a. If a Christian woman marries a man w^hom she knows

to have illegally divorced his wife, she may communicate

only on her deathbed. As a Christian, she ought to have

known that, according to S. Paul,^ a Christian (and the cate-

chumen is here considered as such) cannot put away his

partner, though an unbeliever, if the latter wishes to continue

to live with him.

h. If a female catechumen marries a man who has illegally

divorced his wife, her baptism shall be put off five years

longer (a further period of trial), and she can be baptized before

that time only in case of a serious illness.

We think we have thus clearly and accurately explained
the sense of these two canons, which have given so much
trouble to commentators.

1 1 Cor vii. 12.



I SYNOD OF ELVIRA. 143

Can. 12. De mulierihus quce lenocinmm fecerint.

Mater vel parens vel quselibet fidelis, si lenocinium exer-

ciierit, 60 quod alienum vendiderit corpus vel potius suum,

placuit earn nee in finem accipere communionem.

We might have remarked on the two preceding canons, that

their titles are not quite adapted to their contents. It is the

same with this one. It threatens with perpetual excommuni-

cation those fathers and mothers who should give up their

children to prostitution, as well as all those who follow this

shameful trade. The words vel potius suum corpus, etc., how-

ever, evidently apply only to the parents of the young prosti-

tute : in fact, they sell their own flesh and blood in selling

their daughter.

l^roi

Can. 13. De virginibus Deo sacratis si adulteraverint.

Virgines quae se Deo dicaverunt, si pactum perdiderint vir-

ginitatis atque eidem libidini servierint, non intelligentes quid

dmiserint, placuit nee in finem eis dandam esse communionem.

uod si semel persuasse aut infirmi corporis lapsu vitiatae

omni tempore vitse suce hujusmodi foemina? egerint poenitentiam,
ut abstineant se a coitu, eo.quod lapsse potius videantur, placuit
eas in finem communionem accipere debere.

When virgins consecrated to God (whether nuns properly
so called, or young girls who have consecrated their youth to

God, still remaining in their families) have committed a carnal

sin without acknowledging their offence, and so continuing

obstinately in their blindness (for it is thus that we must
understand non intelligentes quid admiserint), they must remain

permanently excommunicated
;
but if they should acknowledge

their sin, and do perpetual penance, without falling again, they

may receive the communion at the end of their life. Tliis

canon was inserted in the Corpus juris can}

Can. 14. De virginibus scecularihus si mcechaverinf.

Virgines quae virginitatem suam non custodierint, si eosdem

qui eas violaverint duxerint et tenuerint maritos, eo quod solas

nuptias violaverint, post annum sine poenitentia reconciliari

debebunt; vel si alios cognoverint viros, eo quod moechatae
^ C. 25, causa xxvii. q. 1. Cf. c. 19 of the Synod of Ancyra.
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sunt, placnit per q-uinquennii tempora, acta legitima poenitentia,

admitti eas ad communionem oportere.

If a young girl who has taken no vows has committed a

carnal sin, and if she marries him with whom she has been

led away, she shall be reconciled at the end of one year, with-

out being condemned to penance; that is to say, she may
receive the communion at the end of one year, because she

has violated only the marriage law, the rights of which she

usurped before they were conferred upon her.

Some manuscripts read, post poenitentiam unius anni recon-

cilientur ; that is to say, that one year's penance should be

imposed upon her. The difference between this reading and

ours is not important, for our reading also imposes on the

guilty one minor excommunication for a year; that is to say,

privation of the communion, which we know was also a degree
of penance, namely, the fourth. The canon only exempts her

from the most severe degrees of excommunication, to which

were attached positive works of penance. The other reading

says nothing more. If this woman should marry any one

except him with whom she had fallen, she would commit a

sort of adultery, and ought to submit to five years of penance.
The three following canons forbid to marry pagans, Jews, or

heretics, and require no explanation :
—

Can. 15. Be conjtigio eorum qui ex gentilitate veniunt

Propter copiam pueUarum gentilibus minime in matri-

monium dandae sunt virgines Christianse, ne aitas in flore

tumens in adulterium animse resolvatur.

Can. 16. Be piiellis Jldelihus ne infidelihus conjiongantur.

Hseretici si se transferre noluerint ad Ecclesiam catholicam,

nee ipsis catholicas dandas esse puellas ;
sed neque Judseis

neque haereticis dare placuit, eo quod nulla possit esse societas

fideii cum infideli: si contra interdictum fecerint parentes,

abstineri per quinquennium placet.

Can. 17. Be his qui filias suas sacerdotilus gentilium con-

jungunt
Si qui forte sacerdotibus idolorum filias suas junxerint,

placuit nee in finem iis dandam esse communionem.
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^m Episcopi, presbyteres (!) et diacones si in ministerio positi

^ietecti fuerint quod sint moecliati, placuit propter scandalum

et propter profanum crimen nee in finem eos communionem

accipere debere.

We must here, as in other places/ understand by moechare,

not only adultery m specie, but all fornication in general.

Can. 19. De clericis negotia et mundinas sectantihus.

Episcopi, presbyteres (!) et diacones de locis suis negotiandi

causa non discedant, nee circumeuntes provincias qusestuosas

nundinas sectentur: sane ad victum sibi conquirendum aut

filium aut libertum aut mercenarium aut amicum aut quem-
libet mittant, et si voluerint negotiari, intra provinciam nego-
tientur.

S. Cyprian/ in his work de Lapsis, also complains that many
bishops left their churches and went into foreign provinces for

the sake of merchandise, and to give themselves up to trade.

Can. 20. De clericis et laicis usurariis.

Si quis clericorum detectus fuerit usuras accipere, placuit

eum degradari et abstineri. Si quis etiam laicus accepisse

probatur usuras, et promiserit correptus jam se cassaturum nee

ulterius exacturum, placuit ei veniam tribui: si vero in ea

iniquitate duraverit, ab ecclesia esse projiciendum.^ rf> 4^*^
When we consider the seventeenth Mcene canon, which

also forbids lending money at interest, we shall speak of the

judgment of the ancient Church on this matter. The first

part of our canon has been inserted by Gratian in the Corjpus

juris canon^

Can. 21. De his qui tardius ad ecclesiam accedunt.

Si quis in civitate positus tres dominicas ad ecclesiam non

accesserit, pauco tempore abstineatur, ut correptus esse videatur.

As we have said before/ Hosius proposed and had passed at

the Council of Sardica a like statute against those who neglected

1 Cf. can. 2.
^ P. 183, ed. Bened.

3 Cf. the art. by the author in the Tuhinger Quartalschri/t, 1841, S. 405 ff.

* C. 5, dist. 47.
5 P. 135.
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to go to church. It is the eleventh canon of the Greek and

the fourteenth of the Latin text of the decrees of Sardica.

Can. 22. D& caiholicis in hceresim transeuntihus, si rever-

tantur.

Si quis de catholica Ecclesia ad haeresim transitum fecerit

rursusque recurrerit, placuit huic poenitentiam non esse dene-

gandam, eo quod cognoverit peccatum suum ; qui etiam decern

annis agat poenitentiam, cui post decern annos prsestari com-

munio debet
;

si vero infantes fuerint transducti, quod non suo

vitio peccaverint incunctanter recipi debent.

Can. 23. De temporihus jejuniorum,

JejuniL superpositiones per siagulos menses placuit celebrari,

exceptis diebus duorum mensium Julii et Augusti propter

quorumdam infirmitatem.

The superponere (vTrepTideaOat), or the superpositio (vTrep-

6eac<;), was an extension or prolongation of the fast beyond
the usual duration (until the evening).-^

Can. 2 4. De his qui in jperegre haptizantur, ut ad clcrum non

veniant

Omnes qui in peregre fuerint baptizati, eo quod eorum

minime sit cognita vita, placuit ad clerum non esse promo-
vendos in alienis provinciis.

None could be admitted into the ranks of the clergy out of

the province in which he had been baptized. This canon

passed into the Corpus jur. can?

Can. 25. De epistolis communicatoriis confessorum.

Omnis qui attulerit literas confessorias, sublato nomine

confessoris, eo quod omnes sub hac nominis gloria pas-

sim concutiant simplices, communicatorise ei dandse sunt

litterse.

This canon has been interpreted in three ways. Mendoza,

Baronius, and others, when commenting upon it, thought of the

^
Binterim, DenhioiXrdigheiten, Bd. v. Tli. ii. S. 98 ; Boliiner, ChristlicTie

AltertJmmswissenscha/t, Bd. ii. S. 98.
2 C. 4, dist. 98.
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letters of peace (Jibelli pacts) which the martjrs and confessors

gave to the lapsi, to procure for them a speedy reception into

the Church. These lihelli^pacis, indeed, induced many bishops

to admit a lapstis too promptly ;
but our canon does not speak

of this abuse : it does not complain that these letters deceived

the bishops : it says, concutiant simjplices. If the canon had

been intended to warn the bishops against these lihelli pacts,

it would certainly not have said that they should give to the

lajms communicatorias literas ; for this was what was wrong,
that they were admitted too soon to communion. Aubespine^
and Herbst^ were of the opinion that the canon had reference

to some Christians who, before going a journey, did not ask

for letters of communion from their bishop, but preferred

letters of recommendation given by their confessor, regarding
these as more important, and that this practice was forbidden

by one synod. This, again, is a mistake. The meaning of

the canon is this :

"
If a Christian, wishing to take a journey,

submits to his bishop the draught of a letter of recommenda-

tion, in which it is said that the bearer is a confessor, the

bishop must erase the word confessor, suhlato nomine confessoris,

because many simple people are deceived by this title, and the

bishop shall give common letters communicatorias."
^

Cak 26. Ut omni salhato jejunetur.

Errorem placuit corrigi, ut omni sabbati die superpositiones
celebremus.

The meaning of this canon also is equivocal. The title

seems to imply that it orders a severe fast every Saturday,
and the suppression of the contrary practice followed up to

that time. It is thus explained by Garsias in Binius* and

Mendoza.^ However, as the sixty-fifth apostolic canon pre-
scribes that, except Holy Saturday, no Saturday should be a

fast-day, our canon may also mean,
" The ancient error of

fasting strictly every Saturday must be abolished :

"
that is to

^ In Mansi, ii. 42. 2
Quartalsch. 1821, S. 30.

' Cr. Remi Ceillier, I.e. p. 665
; Migne, Dk. des Candles, i. 820

;
and Dr.

Miinchen, "Abhandlung iiber das erste Concil von Aries" (dissertation upon
the first Council of Aries), in the Bonner Zeitschrift filr Philosoplde u. Theologie,
Heft 27, S. 51 fF.

*
Mansi, ii. 31. « Ihid. p. 227.
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say, the superpositio is ordered only for Holy Saturday ; and far

other Saturdays, as for Fridays, the statio only, that is to say,

the half-fast is ordered. But in comparing this canon with

the forty-third, where the same expressions are again found,
we see that the ^lt determines what was to be henceforth

observed, and not in what the error consisted. According to

that, our decree would mean that the superpositio must be

observed every Saturday, and we must adopt the explanation
of Garsias.

Can. 27. J)e clericis ut extraneas foeminas in domo nan

Jidbeant.

Episcopus vel quilibet alius clericus aut sororem aut filiam

virginem dicatam Deo tantum secum habeat; extraneam

nequaquam habere placuit.

This canon is more severe than the third similar canon of

the Council of Nicsea. It allows the clergy to have with them
in their house (a) only their sisters, or their own daughters ;

(b) and also that these must be virgins, and consecrated to

God, that is, having vowed their virginity to God.-^

Can. 28. De oUationilus eorum qui non communicant.

Episcopum placuit ab eo, qui non communicat, munus acci-

pere non debere.

In the same way as in the first canon, we must here under-

stand by those qui non communicant, Christians who, like peni-
tents or catechumens, are not in the communio (community),
and who therefore do not receive the holy Eucharist. The

meaning of the canon is :

" The bishop cannot accept at the

altar the offerings {oUata) of those who do not communicate."

Can. 29. De energumenis qualiter haleantur in ecclesia.

Energumenus qui ab erratico spiritu exagitur, hujus nomen

neque ad altare cum oblatione esse recitandum, nee permitten-

dum ut sua manu in ecclesia ministret.

This canon, like the seventy-eighth apostolic canon, excludes

demoniacs possessed by the evil spirit from active participation

in divine service : they cannot present any offerings ;
their

1 C£ the nineteenth canon of Ancyra.
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names cannot be read among those who are inscribed in the

diptychs as offering the sacrifice (diptychis offerentium) ;
and

^hej must not be permitted to hold any office in the Church.^

^B Can. 30. De his qui post lavacrum moschati sunt, ne subdia-

i^ft cones fiant.

^^P Subdiaconos eos ordinari non debere qui in adolescentia sua

luerint mcechati, eo quod postmodum per subreptionem ad

altiorem gradum promoveantur : vel si qui sunt in prseteritum

ordinati, amoveantur.

Can. 31. De adolescentihus qui post lavacrum mcechati sunt

Adolescentes qui post fidem lavacri salutaris fuerint mcechati,

cum duxerint uxores, acta legitima poenitentia placuit ad com-

munionem eos admitti.

These two canons need no explanation.

Can. 32. De excommunicatis presbyteris ut in necessitate

communionem dent.

Apud presbyterum, si quis gravi lapsu in ruinam mortis

inciderit, placuit agere pcenitentiam non debere, sed potius

apud episcopum : cogente tamen infirmitate necesse est pres-

byterem (!)
communionem prsestare debere, et diaconem si ei

jusserit sacerdos.

This canon is quite in conformity with the ancient custom,

according to which the bishop only, and not a priest, coxdd

receive a penitent into the Church. It was only in a case of

extreme necessity that a priest, or, according to the orders of

a priest, a deacon, could give a penitent the communion, that

is, could administer to him the eucharistic bread in sign of

reconciliation : deacons often gave the communion in the

ancient Church.^ The title of the canon is evidently wrong,
and ought to be thus worded : De preshyteris ut excommuni-

catis in necessitate, etc. It is thus, indeed, that Mansi read it

in several manuscripts.

^ Cf. telow, the tliirty-seventli canon.
- Binterim {Katholik, 1821, Bd. ii. S. 432 f. ) tliiis understands this canon :

*' Even in a case of urgent necessity, the priest only ought to give the com-
munion

;
but if he asks it, the deacon may help him.

"
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Can. 33. De episcojns et oninistris lit ab uxoribus abstineant,

Placuit in totum prohibere episcopis, presbyteris et diaconi-

"bus vel omnibus clericis positis in ministerio abstinere se a

conjugibus snis et non generare filios : quicunque vero fecerit,

ab bonore clericatns exterminetur.

This celebrated canon contains the most ancient command
of celibacy. The bisbops, priests, and deacons, and in general

all the clergy, qiii in ministerio jpositi sunt, that is, who are

specially employed in the service of the altar,-"^ ought no longer

to have any conjugal intercourse with their wives, under pain
of deposition, if they were married when they took orders.

The history of the Council of Mcaea will give us the oppor-

tunity of considering the question of celibacy in the primitive

Church. We will only add here, that the wording of our canon

is defective : ^prohibere ahstinere et non generare. The canon

seems to order what, on the contrary, it would prohibit, viz. :

"
It is forbidden that the clergy should abstain from their

wives." A similarly inexact expression is found in the

eightieth canon.

Can. 34. Ne cerei in ccemeteriis incendantnr.

Cereos per diem placuit in coemeterio non incendi, inquie-

tandi enim sanctorum spiritus non sunt. Qui hsec non obser-

vaverint arceantur ab Ecclesise communione.

It is forbidden to light wax candles during the day in ceme-

teries, for fear of troubling the spirits of the saints. Garsias

thus explains this canon :

"
for fear of troubling and distract-

ing the faithful, who pray in the cemeteries." He thus makes

sancti the synonjnn of faithful. Binterim has taken it in

the same sense :^ sanctorum with him is synonymous with

sancta agentium ; and he translates it,
"
so that the priests,

who fulfil their holy offices, may not be distracted." Baronius,

on the contrary, says :

"
Many neophytes brought the custom

from paganism, of lighting many wax candles upon tombs.

1 That this is the true meaning, is seen from the parallel passage of the

Council of Carthage of 390, c. ii., Avhere it is said that bishops, priests, anr

Levites, vel qui sacramentis divinis inserviunt, are pledged to celibacy. Hard

i. 951.
» KathoUL 1821, Bd. ii. S. 435.
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The Synod forbids this, because metaphorically it troubles the

souls of the dead; that is to say, this superstition wounds

em." Aubespine gives a fourth explanation. He begins
with the supposition that the bishops of Elvira partook of the

opinion, then very general, that the souls of the dead hovered

iver their tombs for some time. The Synod consequently
brbade that wax candles should be lighted by day, perhaps

abolish a remnant of paganism, but also to prevent the

pose of the souls of the dead from being troubled.-^

Can. 35. Ne foemince in ccemeferiis joervigilent.

Placuit prohiberi ne fceminae in coemeterio pervigilent, eo

quod ssepe sub obtentu orationis latenter scelera committunt.

Can. 36. Ne^icturce in ecclesia fiant
Placuit picturas in ecclesia esse non debere, ne quod colitur

et adoratur in parietibus depingatur.

These canons are easy to understand : we have elsewhere

explained why the ancient Church did not tolerate images.^
Binterim and Aubespine do not believe in a complete ex-

clusion : they think that the Church in general, and the Synod
of Elvira in particular, wished to proscribe only a certain kind

of images. Binterim^ believes that this Synod forbade only
one thing,

—
^namely, that any one might hang images in the

Church according to his fancy, and often therefore inad-

missible ones. Aubespine thinks that our canon forbids only

images representing God (because it says adoratur), and not

other pictures, especially those of saints. But the canon also

says colitur, and the prohibition is conceived in very general
terms.*

Can. 37. De energumenis non haptizatis.

Eos qui ab immundis spiritibus vexantur, si in fine mortis

fuerint constituti, baptizari placet : si fideles fuerint, dandam

* Cf. Nat. Alex. Eccles. Hist. ssec. iii. I.e. iv. 143.
2 Cf. the art. Christusbilder, by Dr. Hefele, in tlie Kirchenlexicon of Wetzer

et Welte, Bd. ii. S. 519 f.

»
Katholih, 1821, Bd. ii. S. 436.

*C£ Nat. Alex. JEcclea. Hist. ssec. iii. I.e. iv. 141 sq., 145, nota.
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esse communionem. ProHbendum etiam ne lucernas hi pub-
lice accendant ;

si facere contra interdictum voluerint, absti-

neatur a commiinione.

This canon, like the 29 th, speaks of demoniacs. If they
are catechumens, they may be baptized when at the point of

death {in articulo mortis), but not before that. If they are

baptized, the communion may be administered to them when
at the point of death, but not before. However, as the 29th
canon had before forbidden any ministry in the Church to

demoniacs, ours particularly adds that they could not fulfil

the least service in the Church, not even light the lamps.

Perhaps it may have been the custom to have the lamps of the

Church lighted by those who were to be baptized, or by those

who were to communicate, on the day when they were to

receive this sacrament
;
and the S}Tiod forbids that demo-

niacs should do so, even if, in spite of their illness, they
were able to receive a sacrament. The inscription of the

canon does not correspond to its whole tenor.

Can. 38. Ut in necessitate et fideles haptizent.

Loco peregre navigantes aut si ecclesia proximo non fuerit,

posse fidelem, qui lavacrum suum integrum habet nee sit

bigamus, baptizare in necessitate infirmitatis positum, cate-

chumenum, ita ut si supervixerit ad episcopum eum perducat,
ut per manus impositionem perfici possit.

During a sea voyage, or in general, if no church is near, a

layman who has not soiled his baptismal robe (by apostasy),
and is not a bigamist, may baptize a catechumen who is at

the point of death
;
the bishop ought afterwards to lay hands

on the newly baptized, to confirm him.^

Can. 39. De gentilities si in discrimine haptizari expetunt

Gentiles si in infirmitate desideraverint sibi manum im-

poni, si fuerit eorum ex aliqua parte honesta vita, placuit eis

manum imponi et fieri Christianos.

This canon has been interpreted in two different ways.

Binius,^ Katerkamp,^ and others, hold that the imposition of

1 Cf. what is said above on the baptism of heretics, p. 112.

* In ;Mansi, ii. p. 40. ^
Kirchengeschichte, iL S. 21.
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lands spoken of in this canon does not mean confirmation,

[but a ceremony by means of which any one was admitted

Lto the lowest class of catechumens. These interpreters

ippeal principally to the pretended seventh canon of the

second (Ecumenical Council.-^ We there read: "We admit

[them only as pagans : the first day we make them Christians

(in the widest sense) ;
the second, catechumens

;
the third,

we exorcise them," etc. etc. According to that, our canon

would say: "When a heathen, having a good name, desires

during an illness that hands should be laid upon him, it

ought to be done, that he may become a Christian" That is

to say, he ought by the imposition of hands to be admitted

among those who wish to be Christians, consequently among
the Christians in the widest sense. The forty-fifth canon

also takes the word catechumemcs as synonymous with Chris-

tian. Besides, we find Constantino the Great received the

imposition of hands at the baths of Helenopolis before his bap-

tism : a ceremony of this kind then preceded the reception of

the first sacrament.^ Eelying upon these considerations, the

commentators we mentioned say that the canon of Elvira

does not speak of baptism, because this could not be admi-

nistered until after mu.ch longer trial. The provost of the

Cathedral at Koln, Dr. Munchen, gives another explanation

in his dissertation upon the first Synod of Arles.^ According
to him,—

a. As the thirty-seventh canon allows the baptism of

demoniacs, it is not probable that they would be more severe

with respect to ordinary sick persons in the thirty-ninth

canon. On the contrary, the Church has always been tender

towards the sick : she has always hastened to confer baptism

upon them, because it is necessary to salvation
;
and for that

reason she introduced clinical ha;ptism.

h. In the thirty-eighth canon the Church allows a layman
to baptize one who should fall seriously ill during a sea

voyage, but not to confirm him. She certainly, then, would

^ We sliall prove, when the time comes, that this canon does not "belong to the

second (Ecumenical Council, but is a little more recent.
^ Cf. helow, sec. 52.
* Bonner Zeitschnftfur Philos. u. Kathol. Theologle, Heft 26, S. 80 i.
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allow this sick person to be confirmed if a bishop were pre-

sent in the ship.

c. As for one who should fall ill upon land, he could easily

call a bishop to him
;
and therefore the case foreseen by the

thirty-eighth canon does not apply to him : it would be easy
to confer baptism and confirmation on liira.

d. The thirty-ninth canon, then, means :

" Whoso shall fall

ill upon land, and who can summon a bishop to him, may
receive baptism and confirmation at the same time."

e. Understood in this way, the canon is more in unison

with the two preceding, and with the practice of the ancient

Church towards the sick.

Can. 40. N'e id quod idolotliytum est fideles accipiant.

Prohibere placuit, ut quum rationes suas accipiunt posses-

sores, quidquid ad idolum datum fuerit, accepto non ferant;

si post interdictum fecerint, per quinquennii spatia temporum
a communione esse arcendos.

That is to say : When the proprietors of lands and houses

receive their rents (rationes),
—for example, fruits from their

farmers, who perhaps are still pagans,
—

they ought not to admit

anything which had been sacrificed to the gods, under pain of

five years' excommunication.

Can. 41. Ut ^proliibeant domini idola colere servis suis.

Admoneri placuit fideles, ut in quantum possunt prohibeant
ne idola in domibus suis habeant

;
si vero vim metuunt ser-

vorum, vel se ipsos puros conservent
;

si non fecerint, alien!

ab ecclesia habeantur.

The preceding canon had shown that many Christians had

farmers who were pagans ;
the present canon supposes the

case of a Christian having heathen slaves, and it enacts :

a. That he ought not, even in this case, to tolerate idols

in his house.

&. That if he cannot conform to this rule, and must fear

the slaves on account of their number, he may leave them

their idols
;
but he must so much the more keep at a dis-

tance from them, and w^atch against every approach to

idolatry.
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Can. 42. De his qui ad fidem veniunf qiiando haptizentur.

Eos qui ad primam fidem credulitatis accedunt, si bonse

fuerint conversationis, intra biennium temporum placuit ad

baptismi gratiam admitti debere, nisi infirmitate compellente

coegerit ratio velocius subvenire periclitanti vel gratiam pos-

tulanti.

He who has a good name, and wishes to become a Chris-

tian, must be a catechumen for two years : then he may be

baptized. If he should fall ill, and desire the grace of bap-

tism, it may be granted to him before the expn-ation of two

years.

Can. 43. De celebratione Pentecostes.

Pravam institutionem emendari placuit juxta auctoritatem

Scripturarum, ut cuncti diem Pentecostes celebremus, ne si

quis non fecerit, novam hseresim induxisse notetur.

Some parts of Spain had allowed the bad custom of cele-

brating the fortieth day after Easter, not the fiftieth
;
conse-

quently the Ascension of Christ, and not Pentecost. Several

ancient manuscripts, indeed, contain this addition : non qua-

dragesimam} The same addition is found in an ancient abridg-
ment of the canons of Elvira, with which Mansi makes us

acquainted:^ 2:)ost Pascha quinquagesima teneahtr,.non quadra-

gesima. We learn also from Cassian, that in the primitive
Church some Christians wished to close the paschal season

with the feast of the Ascension, that is, at the fortieth day.

They regarded all Easter-time only as a remembrance of

Christ's sojourn among His disciples during the forty days
which followed His resurrection

;
and therefore they wished

to close this period with the feast of the Ascension.^ Herbst

supposes that a Montanist party in Spain wished to suppres;;,

the feast of Pentecost altogether, because the Montanists be-

lieved that the Holy Spirit did not descend until He came in

Montanus,* who was regarded by his followers as the Com-
forter.

^
Mansi, Z.c. p. 13

; Brans, I.e. p. 7, not. 16
; Mendoza in Mansi, I.e. p. 295.

2
I.e. p. 21 sq.

2
Cassian, Collat. xxi. c. 20

;
Mendoza in Mansi, I.e. p. 297.

*
Tiibinger Quartalschrift, 1821, S. 39 f.
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Can. 44. De meretricibus ^aganis si convertantur.

Meretrix quae aliquando fuerit et postea habuerit maritnm,
si postmodum ad credulitatem venerit; incunctanter placuit

esse recipiendam.

If a pagan courtezan has given up tliis abominable way of

life, and is married, being still a pagan, there is no particular

obstacle to her admission into the Church. She ought to be

treated as other pagan women.

Can. 45. De catecliumenis qui ecclesiam non frequentant.

Qui aliquando fuerit catechumenus et per infinita tempora

nunquam ad ecclesiam accesserit, si eum de clero quisque

cognoverit esse Christianum, aut testes aliqui extiterint fideles,

placuit ei baptismum non negari, eo quod veterem hominem

dereliquisse videatur.

The case is here imagined of a catechumen who has not

been to church for a long time, probably because he did not

wish to be known as a Christian during a time of persecution ;

but afterwards his conscience awakes, and he asks to be bap-
tized. The canon ordains that if he is known to the clergy
of the Church to which he belongs, and they know him to be

a Christian, i.e. a believer in Christ, or if some of the faithful

can attest this, he shall be admitted to baptism, because he

appears to have put off the lukewarmness of the old man.

Aubespine^ gives another interpretation which appears

forced, and shows that he most probably had not the text be-

fore him. According to him, the meaning of the canon would

be :

" When a catechumen has fallen away for a long time,

and still after all desires baptism and to become a Chris-

tian, if Tie should suddenly lose speech, for example, from illness

(the canon says not a word of all that), he may be baptized,

provided a clergyman or several of the laity attest that he has

desired baptism, and has become a real Christian." The

Abb^ Migne has placed this explanation in his Dictionary of

the Councils?

Can. 46. De ftdelihus si aposfaverint quamdiu pceniteant.

Si quis fidelis apostata per infinita tempora ad ecclesiam

1 In Mansi, ii. 50. * l.c p. 824.
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ion accesserit, si tamen aliquando fuerit reversus nee fuerit

^dololator, post decern annos placuit communionem accipere.

The sin of a Christian who should absent himself from

jhurch for a long time was naturally much greater than that

)f a catechumen. For this reason, the baptized Christian who
las in fact apostatized is only received to the communion

after a ten years' penance, and even then if he has not sacri-

ficed to the gods. It appears to us that this canon alludes to

the time of Diocletian's persecution ;
for during that terrible

time more than one cowardly Christian did not go to church,

gave no sign of Christian life, and thus apostatized in fact,

without positively offering sacrifice to the idols.

Can. 47. Be, eo qui uxorem hahens scepius mcecliatur.

Si quis fidelis habens uxorem non semel sed ssepe fuerit

moechatus in fine mortis est conveniendus : quod si se pro-

miserit cessaturum, detur ei communio : si resuscitatus rursus

fuerit moechatus, placuit ulterius non ludere eum de com-

munione pacis.

If a Christian who is married, and has been often guilty

of adultery, is near death, they must go to see him {est con-

veniendus), and ask him whether, if he should recover, he

promises to amend his ways. If he promises, the holy com-

munion should be administered to him
;

if he should recover,

and should again be guilty of adultery, the holy communion
must not be allowed to be thus despised, it must hence-

forth be refused to him, even in articulo mortis. The sixty-

ninth and seventy-eighth canons complete the meaning of

this one.

Can. 48. De haptizatis ut nihil accipiat clerus.

Emendari placuit ut hi qui baptizantur, ut fieri solebat,

mnos in concha non mittant, ne sacerdos quod gratis accepit

pretio distrahere videatur. Neque pedes eorum lavandi sunt a

sacerdotibus vel clericis.

This canon forbids at the same time two things relative to

baptism :

1. It was the custom in Spain for the neophytes, at the

time of their baptism, to put an offering into the shell which
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had been used at the baptism. This offering, afterwards called

the stole-rights/ was to be suppressed.

2. The second part of the canon shows that there was the

same custom in certain parts of Spain as at Milan^ and in

Gaul/ but which, from the testimony of St. Ambrose, did not

exist at Eome, viz. that the bishop and clergy should wash

the feet of the newly baptized when they left the baptismal
font. Our Synod forbids this, and this canon has passed into

the Corp. jur. can^

Can. 49. De frugihis fidelium ne a Judceis henedicantur.

Admoneri placuit possessores, ut non patiantur fructus suos,

quos a Deo percipiunt cum gratiarum actione, a Judseis bene-

dici, ne nostram irritam et infirmam faciant benedictionem :

si quis post interdictum facere usurpaverit, penitus ab ecclesia

abjiciatur.

The Jews were so numerous and so powerful in Spain

during the first centuries of the Christian era, that they might
at one time have hoped to be able to Judaize the whole

country. According to the monuments—which, however, are

of doubtful authority
—

they established themselves in Spain
in the time of King Solomon.^ It is more likely that they
crossed from Africa to the Spanish peninsula only about a

hundred years before Christ. There they soon increased in

number and importance, and could energetically carry on their

work of proselytizing.^ This is the reason that the Synod of

Elvira had to forbid to the priests and the laity a.ll intimate

intercourse with Jews (can. 60), and especially marriage (can.

16); for there is no doubt that at this period many Chris-

tians of high rank in Spain became Jews, as Jost shows in

his work.^

*
Something like surplice-fees.

—Ed.
2 Cf. Ambros. lib. iii. de Sacrarnentis, c. i. p. 362, vol. ii. ed. Bened.
^ Mabillon in Missalibus Gothico et Gallicano veteri. Cf. Ceillier, I.e. iii. 670,

and Herbst in Tubinger Quartalsch. 1821, S. 40.

* C. 104, causa i. q. 1.

5
Jost, GeschicJite der Israellten seit der Zeit der Maccahder his auf ujisere

Tage, Berlin 1825, Thl. v. S. 13.

6
Jost, Z.c. S. 17.

"f I.e. S. 32-34. See Hefele on Cardinal Ximenes, 2d ed. S. 256 ff.
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Can. 50. De Christianis qui cum Judceis vesmnfur.

Si verO quis clericus vel fidelis cum Judaeis cibum sump-

jerit, placuit eum a communione abstineri, ut debeat emen-

Can. 51. De hcereticis ut ad clerum oiooi promoveantur.
Ex omni hseresi fidelis si venerit, minime est ad clerum

promovendus : vel si qui sunt in praeteritum ordinati, sine

dubio deponantur.
These canons are easy to understand.

Can. 52. De his qui in ecclesia lihellos famosos ponunt
Hi qui inventi fuerint libeUos famosos in ecclesia ponere

anatliematizentur.

This canon forbids the affixing of satires (lihellos famosos'^)

in churches, or the reading of them. It has been inserted in

the Corp. jur. can?

Can. 53. De episcopis qui excommunicato alieno communi-

cant.

Placuit cunctis ut ab eo episcopo quis recipiat communio-

nem a quo abstentus in crimine aliquo quis fuerit; quod si

alius episcopus praesumpserit eum admitti, illo adhuc minime

faciente vel consentiente a quo fuerit communione privatus,

sciat se hujusmodi causas inter fratres esse cum status sui

periculo praestaturum.

One excommunicated by a bishop can only be restored by
the bishop who condemned him. Another bishop receiving
him into communion, unless the first bishop acts at the same

time, or approves of the reconciliation, must answer for it be-

fore his brethren, that is to say, before the provincial synod,
and must run the danger of being deprived of his office

(statics).

Can. 54. De parentibus qui fidem sponsaliorum frangunt
Si qui parentes fidem fregerint sponsaliorum, triennii tem-

pore abstineantur
;

si tamen idem sponsus vel sponsa in gravi
crimine fuerint deprehensi, erunt excusati parentes ;

si in
* Cf. Suetouius, Vita Octavii Aug. c. 55. * C. 3, causa v. q. 1.
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iisdem fuerit vitium et poUuerint se, superior sententia ser-

vetur.

If the parents of those who are betrothed fail to keep the

promises niade at the betrothal, these parents shall be ex-

cluded from the communion for three years, unless either of

the betrothed persons be convicted of a very serious fault.

In this case, the parents may break the engagement. If the

betrothed have sinned together, the first arrangement con-

tinues
;
that is, the parents cannot then separate them. This

canon is found in the Corp. juris can}

Can. 55. De sacerdotibus gentilium qvAjam non sacrificant

Sacerdotes qui tantum coronas portant, nee sacrificant nee

de suis sumptibus aliquid ad idola prsestant, placuit post bien-

nium accipere communionem.

It may be asked whether the word sacerdotes is to be under-

stood as referring to pagan priests who wished to be admitted

as Christians, or to Christians who, as we have seen above

(can. 2), still bore the office oi flamines. Aubespine is of the

latter opinion, and according to him the canon would have
this meaning :

" The Christian who bears the office of flamen,
and wears the distinctive sign

—that is, the crown—without

having sacrificed himself, or having contributed money to

pagan sacrifices, must be excluded from eucharistic com-

munion for two years." Aubespine gives the two following
reasons in support of his explanation : (a) When a pagan

priest wished to become a Christian, he was not kept longer or

more strictly than others as a catechumen, even when he had
himself offered sacrifice. (6.) If it had referred to a pagan

priest wishing to become a Christian, the Synod would have

said, placuit post hiennium accipere lavacrum (baptism), and

not accipere com7nunionem. This latter expression is used only
for those who have been excluded for some time from the

Church, and are admitted afresh into her bosom.

Tor our part, we think that this fifty-fifth canon is nothing
but a complement of the second and third canons, and that it

forms with them the following gradation :
—

Ccm. 2. Christians who, as flamincs, have sacrificed to idols,

1 C. 1, causa xxxi. q. 3.
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Kven when at the point of death.

^P' Can. 3. If they have not offered sacrifices, but have had

the games celebrated, they may communicate at the close of

their life, after a previous penance.

Can. 55. If they have not offered sacrifice, nor contributed

by their fortune to pagan sacrifices (and to such public

games), they may receive the communion after two years of

penance.
This gradation is continued in the two following canons,

the fifty-sixth and fifty-seventh : they refer to Christians who

have not been fiamines, but who have borne other ofi&ces in a

heathen state, and so have been brought into relation with

paganism.
The fifty-fifth canon evidently alludes to a former and not

far distant time of persecution, during which Christians feared

to refuse the office oi flamines which fell to their lot, and by
a haK compliance wore the distinctive mark of their office, the

crown, in order to pass uninjured through the time of perse-

cution.

Can. 56. De magistrafihcs et duiimmris.

Magistratus vero uno anno quo agit duumviratum, prohi-

bendum placet ut se ab ecclesia cohibeat.

What the consuls were at Eome, the duumviri were, on

a small scale, in the Eoman municipalities : their office also

lasted only a year. These duumviri were obliged, by virtue

of their office, to watch over pagan priests personally, and the

temples of the town
; they had to preside at public solemni-

ties, in processions, etc., which, like all the other national

feasts of the Eomans, had always more or less a semi-religious

and pagan character. For this reason the Synod forbade the

duumviri to enter the Church as long as they were in office.

In limiting itseK to this prohibition, it gave proof of great

moderation and of wise consideration, which we ought to ap-

preciate. An absolute prohibition to hold this office would

have given up the charge of the most important towns to

pagans. But the Council is much more severe in the fol-

lowing canon.

L
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Can. 5 7. De his qui vestimenfa ad orimndam jpompam dede-

runt

Matronae vel earmn mariti vestimenta sua ad ornandam

sseculariter pompam non dent
;

et si fecerint, triennio absti-

neantur.

This canon is directed against Christians who should lend

their garments for worldly shows, i.e. for public, half-heathen-

ish religious processions. They are punished with three years
of excommunication. But why are they treated so much
more severely than the duumviri ? Because these men and

women were not obliged to lend their attire, whilst the

duumviri were fulfilling their public duty as citizens. Per-

haps also some gave their garments, that they might not be

suspected during the persecutions.

Can. 58. De his qui communicatorias litteras portant, ut de

fide interrogentur.

Placuit ubique et maxime in eo loco, in quo prima cathedra

constituta est episcopatus, ut interrogentur hi qui communica-

torias litteras tradunt an omnia recte habeant suo testinionio

comprobata.
In Africa no metropolitan rights were attached to particu-

lar towns : they always belonged to the oldest bishop of the

province, whose bishopric was then called ^jrM?ia sedes.^

Carthage only was the metropolitan see. It appears to have

been the same in Spain before Constantino the Great divided

that country into seven political provinces, which entailed

the division into ecclesiastical provinces. This may explain

why the Bishop of Acci presided at the Synod of Elvira : he

was probably the oldest of all the bishops present. What
is elsewhere called prima sedes in our canon is prima cathe-

dra ; and the bishops of the prima cathedra were to question
Christian travellers about their respective dioceses, the latter

were to present their recommendatory letters, and were to

be asked if they could af&rm that all was in a satisfactory

state.

^
Cf. De Marca, de Primatibiis, p. 10, in the Appendix to the book de Concor-

dia sacerdotii et imperii^ and Van Espen. Commentar. in canones et decretOf

p. 315.
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Can. 69. De Jidclibus ne ad Capitolium causa sacrificandi
ascendant.

Prohibendum ne quis Christiamis ut gentilis ad idolum

Capitolii causa sacrificandi ascendat et videat
; quod si fecerit,

pari crimine teneatur : si fuerit fidelis, post decern annos acta

pcenitentia recipiatur.

Like Eome, many municipalities had a capitol, in the court

of which sacrifices were offered to the gods, and many Chris-

tians were present at the ceremonies of the pagan worship.
Was it from curiosity ? was it in order to shelter themselves

from inquiry, not to be known during the persecution, and to

pass for heathen ? This is what we are unable to decide. At

any rate, the Synod declared that—
a. Any Christian, either baptized or a catechumen, who

should be present at the sacrifices, should be considered as

having offered sacrifice himself.

T). Consequently any Christian who has been present at

these sacrifices should be excommunicated and a penitent for

ten years. The Synod says nothing about the punishment of

guilty catechumens: in every case they were in general

punished less severely than the faithful, and perhaps the fourth

canon was applied to them by analogy.

Can. 60. Be his qui destruentes idola occiduntur.

Si quis idola fregerit et ibidem fuerit occisus, quatenus in

Evangelic scriptum non est neque invenietur sub apostolis

unquam factum, placuit in numero eum non recipi martyrum.
It happened sometimes that too zealous Christians would

destroy the idols, and have to pay for their boldness with their

life. The Synod decrees that they must not be considered as

martyrs, for the gospel does not require deeds of this kind, and

the apostles did not act in this way ;
but they considered it

praiseworthy if a Christian, whom they might wish to oblige

to offer sacrifice to an idol, should overthrow the statue, and

break it, as Prudentius Clemens relates with commendation of

Eulalia, who suffered martyrdom in Spain in 304, and there-

fore a short time previous to this Synod.^

^ Prudentius Clemens, Peristeph. iii. in Jion. EulaUcBy p. 211, ed. Obba. Cf.

Ruinart, Acta Martyr, ed. Galura, iii. 69 sqq;.
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Can. 61. DeJiis qui duabus sororibus copulanfur.

Si quis post obitum uxoris suae sororem ejus duxerit et

ipsa fuerit fidelis, qmnquennium a commtmioiie placuit ab-

stineri, nisi forte velocius dari pacem necessitas coegerit in-

firmitatis.

Wlien S. Basil the Great ascended the archiepiscopal throne

of Caesarea, he forbade that a husband, after the death of his

wife, should marry her sister; and when some one, of the

name of Diodorus, reproached him upon this subject, Basil

defended himself in a letter, which has been preserved, and

proved that such marriages had always been prohibited at

Caesarea.-^ The Spanish Fathers of Elvira shared S. Basil's

opinions, as also did the Synod of l^Teocaesarea of 314, can. 2,

as we shall see hereafter. It is well known that, according to

canon law, these marriages are both forbidden and declared to

be invalid.^

Can. 62. De aurigis et pantomimis si convertantur.

Si auriga aut pantomimus credere voluerint, placuit ut prius

artibus suis renuntient, et tunc demum suscipiantur, ita ut

idterius ad ea non revertantur, qui si facere contra interdictum

tentaverint, projiciantur ab ecclesia.

The "
Apostolical Constitutions"

^
contain the same decree.

On the subject of the repugnance of the ancient Church for aU

these pantomimic scenes, cf Hefele,
"
Eigorismus in dem Leben

und den Ansichten der alten Christen" (Severity in the Lives

and Opiaions of the early Christians), an essay published in

the Tubinger Theol Quartalschrift, 1841 (S. 396 K).

The following series of canons treats of carnal sins :
—

Can. 63. De uxoribus quae filios ex adulterio necant.

Si qua per adulterium absente marito suo conceperit, idque

post facinus occiderit, placuit nee in finem dandam esse com-

munionem, eo quod geminaverit scelus.

1 S. Basilii UpisL 160, 0pp. iii. 249, ed. Bened.
2 C. 1 and 8, x., de Consanguinitate et affinitate (iv. 14). Cf. Coticil. Trid,

sessio 24, caj). 4, de ref. matrim.
3 Lib. viii. c. 32.
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Can. 6 4. De fceminis quo& usque ad mortem cum ahenis viris

adulterant.

Si qua usque in finem mortis suse cum alieno viro fuerit

moechata, placuit, nee in finem dandam ei esse communionem.

Si vero eum reliquerit, post decern annos accipiat communionem
acta legitima pcenitentia.

Can. 65. De adidteris uxoribics dericorum.

Si cujus clerici uxor fuerit moechata et scierit eam maritus

suus mcechari et non eam statim projecerit, nee in finem

accipiat communionem, ne ab his qui exemplum bonae con-

versationis esse debent, ab eis videantur scelerum magisteria

procedere.

The SJwphtrd of Hermas ^ had before, like this canon, strin-

gently commanded not only the clergy, but all Christians, not

to continue to live conjugally with an adulterous spouse, who
would not amend her ways, but would persevere in sin.^ Dr.

Herbst says, that what made the sixty-fifth canon necessary

was probably the very frequent case of married men having
taken orders, and not being able to have conjugal intercourse

with their wives, who were therefore on that very account

easily tempted to forget themselves.*

The series of canons against carnal sins is continued in the

following, which forbids marriage with a daughter-in-law :
—

Can. 66. Be Ms qid privignas suas ducunt.

Si quis privignam suam duxerit uxorem, eo quod sit incestus

placuit nee in finem dandam esse communionem.

Can. 67. Be conjiigio catecJiumenw foemince.

Prohibendum ne qua fidelis vel catechumena aut comatos

aut viros cinerarios habeant : qusecumque hoc fecerint, a com-

munione arceantur.

If we attach any importance to the title of this canon, it

must be thought to indicate that Christian w^omen, whether

catechumens or baptized, were forbidden to marry those desig-

^ Lib. ii. mandat. iv.

2 See Hefele's ed. 0pp. Patrum apostolicorum, p. 353, ed. 3.
*
Quartalschri/t, 1821, S. 43.
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nated by the name of comafos and cinerarios. In otter manu-

scripts we read co7nicos and scenicos. If the latter reading is

the true one, the meaning of the canon is very clear—"A
Christian woman must not marry an actor

;

"
and this prohibi-

tion would explain the aversion of the ancient Church to the

theatre, which has been before mentioned. But it is probable

that, not having been able to find out the meaning of the

words comati and cinerarii, later copyists have altered them,

and changed them into comici and scenici. Imagining that here

was a prohibition of marriage, they could not understand why
a Christian woman was not to marry a man having long hair,

or even a hairdresser. We believe that Aubespine is right

when he reminds us that many pagan women had foreign

slaves, and especially hairdressers, in their service, who mi-

nistered not only to the needs of luxury, but to the secret

satisfaction of their passions. Perhaps these effeminate slaves— these spadones
—

encouraging the licentiousness of their

mistresses, wore long hair, or, coming from foreign countries—
for instance, from Gallia comata—where long hair was always

worn, they introduced this name of comati. Tertullian speaks

of the cinerarii {peregrince joroceritatis), and describes them as

foreigners, with slight figures, and forming part of the suite of

a woman of the world.-^ He mentions them in connection with

the sjpadones, who were ad licentiam secti, or, as S. Jerome says,.

in sccuram lihidinem exsecti?

Juvenal ^ has not forgotten to signalize these relations of

Eoman women with eunuchs :

"
Sunt, quas eunucM imbelles

et mollia semper Oscula delectent."

Martial
* denounces them, if possible, still more energeMcaUy.

Perhaps these eunuchs wore long hair like women in order that

they might be called comati. Let us finally remark, that in

the Glossary cinerarius is translated by ^ovko^ iTaipa<;.^

If this second explanation of the sixty-seventh canon is

accepted, it can be easily imagined why it should be placed in

a series of canons treating of carnal sins.

1 Tertull. Ad Uxor. lib. 2, c. 8.

* Hieron. Adv. Jovinian. lib. i. § 47, p. 277, vol. ii. ed. Migne.
3 Sat. vi. V. 366 sq.

^
Bpigram. lib. vi. n. 67.

» Of. Index Latinitatis Tertull. in the ed. of Tertull. by Migne, ii. 1271.
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Can. 68. Be cafecJmmena adultera qiice filium necaf.

Catechumena, si per adulterium conceperit et prsefocaverit,

placuit earn in fine baptizari.

If a catechumen should conceive by an adulterer, and should

procure the death of the child, she can be baptized only at

the end of her life.

Can. 69. De viris conjugatis jposfea in adulterium lajms.

Si quis forte habens uxorem semel fuerit lapsus, placuit

eum quinquennium agere debere poenitentiam et sic reconciliari,

nisi necessitas infirmitatis coegerit ante tempus dari commu-

nionem : hoc et circa foeminas observandum.

Adultery committed once was punishable with five years

of penance.^

Can. 70. De fceminis quce consciis maritis adulterant

Si cum conscientia mariti uxor fuerit moechata, placuit nee

in finem dandam ei communionem
;

si vero eam reliquerit,

post decem annos accipiat communionem, si eam cum sciret

adulteram aliquo tempore in domo sua retinuit.

If a woman should violate conjugal fidelity with her hus-

band's consent, the latter must not be admitted to communion,
even at the end of his life. If he separated from his wife,

after having lived with her at all since the sin was committed,

he was to be excluded for ten years.

Can. 71. De stwpratoribus ^erorum.

Stupratoribus puerorum nee in finem dandam esse com- ^^

munionem.

Sodomites could not be admitted to communion, even on

their deathbeds.

Can. 72. De mduis mcechis si eumdem ;postea maritum

duxerint.

Si qua vidua fuerit mcechata et eumdem postea habuerit

maritum, post quinquennii tempus acta legitima poenitentia,

placuit eam communioni reconciliari : si alium duxerit relicto

iUo, nee in finem dandam esse communionem; vel si fuerit

1 Cf. can. 47, 78.
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ille fidelis quern accepit, communionem non accipiet, nisi post

decern annos acta legitima poenitentia, vel si infirmitas coegerit

velocius dari communionem.

When a widow had sinned, and had married her accomplice,

she was condemned to five years of penance ;
if she should

marry another man, she could never be admitted to com-

munion, even on her deathbed
;
and if her husband were bap-

tized, he was subject to a penance for ten years, for having
married a woman who, properly speaking, was no longer free.

This canon was inserted in the Corp. jur, can}

The following canons treat of informers and false witnesses.

Can. 73. De delatoribus.

Delator si quis extiterit fidelis, et per delationem ejus aliquis

fuerit proscriptus vel interfectus, placuit eum nee in fiLaem

accipere communionem
;

si levior causa fuerit, intra quin-

quennium accipere poterit communionem
;

si catechumenus

fuerit, post quinquennii tempera admittetur ad baptismum.
This canon has been inserted in the Corp. jur. can?

Can. 74. De falsis testihus.

Falsus testis prout est crimen abstinebitur
;

si tamen non

fuerit mortale quod objecit, et probaverit quod non (other

manuscripts have diu) tacuerit, biennii tempore abstinebitur :

si autem non probaverit convento clero, placuit per quinquen-
nium abstineri.

A false witness must be excluded from the communion for

a time proportionate to the crime of which he has given false

witness. Should the crime be one not punishable with death,

and if the guilty one can demonstrate that he kept silence

for a long time (diu), that is, that he did not willingly bear

witness, he shall be condemned to two years of penance ;
if

he cannot prove this, to five years. The canon is thus ex-

plained by Mendoza, Eemi Ceillier in Migne's DictionarT/,

etc., all preferring the reading diu. Burchard^ had previously

read and quoted the canon with this variation, in his Col-

lectio canonum} But Aubespine divides it into three quite

^ C. 7, causa xxxi. q. 1.
^ C. 6, causa v. q. 6.

' He died in 1025.
* Lib. xvi c. 18. Cf. Mendoza in Mansi, ii. 381.
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distinct parts. The first, he says, treats of fals& witnesses
;

the second, of those who are too slow in denouncing a crime.

They must be punished, but only by two years of penance, if

they can prove that they have not i^on) kept silence to the

end. The third condemns those to five years of penance, who,

without having borne false, witness, still cannot prove what

they affirm.-^

We confess that none of these explanations is quite satis-

factory : the first would be the most easily admissible
;
but it is -

hardly possible to reconcile it with the reading noii tacuerit,

which, however, is that of the best manuscripts.

Can. 75. Be his qui sacerdotes vel ministros accusant nee

jprohant

Si quis autem episcopum vel presbyterum vel diaconum

falsis criminibus appetierit et probare non potuerit, nee in

finem dandam ei esse communionem.

Can. 76. De diaconibus si ante honorem peccasse jprdbantur.

Si quis diaconum se permiserit ordinari et postea fuerit

detectus in crimine mortis quod aliquando commiserit, si sponte

fuerit confessus, placuit eum acta legitima poenitentia post

triennium accipere communionem
; quod si alius eum de-

texerit, post quinquennium acta poenitentia accipere commu-

nionem laicam debere.

If any one should succeed in being ordained deacon, and it

should be subsequently discovered that he had before that

committed a mortal sin :

a. In case he was the first to make known his fault, he

must be received into communion {as a layman) at the end

of three years of penance.
h. In case his sin was discovered by another, at the end of

five years. In both cases he was for ever suspended from his

o£&ce of deacon.^

Can. 77. De haptizatis qui Twndum confirmati moriuntur.

Si quis diaconus regens plebem sine episcopo vel presbytero

aliquos baptizaverit, episcopus eos per benedictionem perficere
* In Mansi, iL 53. ^ Cf. canons 9, 10, and c. 2 of the Nicene Council.
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debebit : quod si ante de saeculo recesserint, sub fide qua quis

credidit poterit esse Justus.

Wben Christianity spread from tbe large towns, where it

had been at first established, into the country, the rural

churches at first formed only one parish with the cathedral

church of the town. Either priests, or CJwrepiscopi, or simple

deacons, were sent to these rural assemblies, to exercise, within

certain limits, the ministerial power. The solemnity of con-

secrating the Eucharist, and all that had reference to penance^
was reserved for the bishop of the town.

The 77th canon refers to such deacons, and it ordains :

a. That baptism administered by the deacon ought to be

completed, finished by the bishop's benediction (that is to say,

by 'xeipoTovia, or confirmation).

h. That if one who had been baptized by a deacon should

die before having received this benediction from the bishop,

he may notwithstanding be saved, by virtue of the faith which

he professed on receiving baptism.

Can. 78. De fidelibus conjugatis si cum Judcea ml gentili

mo&chatce (i) fucrint

Si quis fidelis habens uxorem cum Judaea vel gentili fuerit

moechatus, a communione arceatur : quod si alius eum de-

texerit, post quinquennium acta legitima poenitentia poterit

dominicse sociari communioni.

The 47th and 69th canons have already treated of adultery
between Christians : the present canon speaks of a particular

case of adultery committed with a Jewish or pagan woman,
and decrees a penance of five years if the guilty one has not

confessed himself. If he has made a spontaneous confession,

the canon only gives this vague and general command, Arcea-

tur, that is, that he should be excommunicated, but it does

not say for how long a time : it might be supposed for three

years, according to the analogy with the 76 th canon.-^ How-

ever, it would be strange that adultery with a Jewish or pagan
woman should be punished only by three years of penance,

while the 69 th canon decrees, in a general way, five years'

punishment to every adulterer. It is still more difficult to

^ This is tlie opinion of Mendoza in Mansi, ii. 388.
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explain why real adultery should be less severely punished in

the 78th canon than the evidently less criminal offence of a

widow with a man whom she afterwards marries.^

Can. 79. De Ms qui tatmlam ludunt

Si quis fidelis aleam, id est tabulam, luserit numis, pla-

cuit eum abstineri; et si emendatus cessaverit, post annum

poterit communioni reconciliari.

The thimbles of the ancients had not any points or figures

upon their sides (tabula), like ours, but drawings, pictures of

idols; and whoever threw the picture of Venus, gained all,

as Augustus says in Suetonius :

^

quos tollebat universos, qui

Venerem jeeerat. It is on this account that the ancient Chris-

tians considered the game of thimbles to be not only immoral

as a game of chance, but as having an essentially pagan
character.^

Can. 80. De lihertis,

Prohibendum ut liberti, quorum patroni in sseculo fuerint,

ad clerum non promoveantur.
He who should give a slave his freedom remained his

patron; he had certain rights and a certain influence over

him. The freedman continued to be dependent upon his

former master
;

for this reason freedmen whose patrons were

heathens could not take orders. This canon was placed in

the Corjp.jur. can.^

Can. 81. De foeminarum epistolis.

Ne foeminse suo potius absque maritorum nominibus laicis

scribere audeant, quae (qui) fideles sunt vel literas alicujus

pacificas ad suum solum nomen scriptas accipiant.

If we should read qui instead of quce, as Mendoza makes it,

on the authority of several manuscripts, our canon is easy to

understand. It then divides itself into two parts :

a. Women must not write in their own name to lay Chris-

* Cf. 72d canon. * In Augiisto, c. 71.

^ Cf. fhe document de AleatorihicSf wrongly attributed to S. Cyprian, ed. of

the works of this Father hy the Ben. of S. Maur, Supplement, p. xviii. sq.
* C. 24, dist. liv.
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tians, laicis qui fideles sunt ; they may do so only in the name
of their husbands.

h. They must not receive letters of friendship {jpacificas)

from any one, addressed only to themselves. Mendoza thinks

that the canon means only private letters, and that it is for-

bidden in the interests of conjugal fidelity.

Aubespine gives quite another sense to the word litteras : he

supposes that the Council wishes only to forbid the wives of

bishops giving litteras communicatorias to Christian travellers

in their own name, and that it also forbids them to receive

such addressed to them instead of to their husbands.-^

If we read quce, we must attach the words quce fideles sunt

to fcemince, and the meaning continues on the whole the same.

Besides these eighty-one authentic canons, some others are

attributed to the Council of Elvira : for instance, in the Corp.

jur. can. (c. 17, causa xxii q. 4; also c. 21, dist. ii. de conse-

crat, and c. 15, causa xxii. q. 5), there is evidently a mistake

about some of these canons, which, as Mendoza and Cardinal

d'Aguirre have remarked,^ belong to a Synodus Helibernensis or

Hihernensis.^ We will remark finally, that whilst Baronius

thinks little of the Synod of Elvira, which he wrongfully sus-

pects of Novatian opinions,* Mendoza and I^atalis Alexander

defend it eloquently.^

Sec. 14. Origin of the Schism of the Donatists, and the first

Synods held on this account in 312 and 313.

The schism of the Donatists occasioned several synods at

the beginning of the fourth century. Mensurius was bishop
of Carthage during Diocletian's persecution. He was a worthy
and serious man, who on the one side encouraged the faithful

to courage and energy during the persecution, but on the other

side strongly reproved any step which could increase the

^ Cf. Mendoza in Mansi, ii. 391 ; Aubespine, ihid. p. 55.
2

I.e. p. 85.

2 These additional canons are found in Mansi, ii. 19, 20. Cf. also the two

notes.
* See above, p. 134.
^ Mendoza in Mansi, I.e. ii. 76 sq., and in many places where he is explain-

ing particular canons. NataL Alex. Hist. Eccl. saec. 8, vol. iv. dissert, xxi. art.

2, p. 139 sqq.
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irritation of the heathen. He especially blamed certain Chris-

tians of Carthage, who had denounced themselves to the heathen

authorities as possessors of sacred books (even when this was

not really the case), in order to obtain martyrdom by their

refusal to give up the Holy Scriptures. Nor would he grant
the honours of martyrdom to those who, after a licentious life,

should court martyrdom without being morally improved.^

We see, by a letter of Mensurius, how he himself behaved

during the persecution. He relates, that when they required

the sacred books from him, he hid them, leaving in the

church only heretical books, which were taken away by the

persecutors. The proconsul had soon discovered this cunning ;

but, however, did not wish to pursue Mensurius further.^

Many enemies of the bishop, especially Donatus Bishop of

Casae-Nigrse in Numidia, falsely interpreted what had passed :

they pretended that Mensurius had, in fact, delivered up the

Holy Scriptures ;^ that, at any rate, he had told a sinful false-

hood
;
and they began to excite disturbance in the Church of

Carthage.* However, these troubles did not take the form

of a miserable schism till after the death of Mensurius. A
deacon named Telix, being persecuted by the heathen, took

refuge in the house of Bishop Mensurius. As the latter

refused to give him up, he was taken to Eome, to answer in

person for his resistance before Maxentius, who since Diocle-

tian's abdication had possessed himself of the imperial power
in Italy and in Africa. Mensurius succeeded in obtaining an

acquittal ;
but he died on the way back to Carthage, and before

arriving there, in 311.^ Two celebrated priests of Carthage,

Botrus and Celestius, aspired to the vacant throne, and thought
it their interest to invite to the election and ordination of the

future bishop only the neighbouring prelates, and not those of

Numidia. It is doubtful whether this was quite according to

order. Inasmuch as Numidia formed a separate ecclesiastical

^Cl
August. Breviculus collationis cum Donatistis, diei iii. cap. 13, n. 25. 0pp.

a. ix. p. 638, ed. Migne. Dupin in his ed. of Optatus of Milevis, de Schismate

Donatist., Antwerp 1702, p. 174.
'
August. Ic.

^ Cf. tlie article de Lapsis, by Hefele, in the Freiburger Kirchenlexicon of
Wetzer and Welte, Bd. i. S. 39.

*
August. I.e. c. 12 and 13. ^

Optat. de Schism. Don. i. 17.
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province, distinct from the province of 'proconsular Africa, of

which Carthage was the metropolis, the bishops of Numidia had

no right to take part in the election of a Bishop of Carthage.

But as the metropolitan (or, according to African language,
the primate) of Carthage was in some sort the patriarch of

the whole Latin Church of Africa
;
and as, on this account,

INTumidia was under his jurisdiction,^ the bishops of Numidia

might take part in the appointment of a Bishop of Carthage.

On the other side, the Donatists were completely in the wrong,
when subsequently they pretended that the primate of Car-

thage ought to be consecrated by that metropolitan whose rank

was the nearest to his own (primas, or primce sedis episcopvs

or senex) ; consequently the new Bishop of Carthage ought to

have been consecrated by Secundus Bishop of Tigisis, then

metropolitan (Primas) of ISTumidia :^ and it is with reason that

S. Augustine replied to them in the name of the whole

African episcopate, during a conference held at Carthage in

411, that even the Bishop of Eome was not consecrated by the

primate nearest to him in rank, but by the Bishop of Ostia.^

The two priests mentioned above found themselves deceived

at the time of the election, which took place at Carthage : for

the people, putting them on one side, elected Cccilian, who
had been archdeacon under Mensurius

;
and Felix Bishop of

Aptunga, suffragan of Carthage, consecrated him immediately.*
The consecration was hardly ended, when some priests and

some of the laity of Carthage resolved to unite their efforts to

ruin the new bishop. On his departure for Eome, Mensurius

had confided the treasures of his church to the care of some

Christians : at the same time he had given the list of every-

thing entrusted to them into the hands of a pious woman,

charging her,
"
in case he should not return, to remit this list

to his successor." The woman fulfilled her commission
;
and

the new bishop, Cecilian, claimed the property of the church

from those with whom it had been left. This demand irritated

^ Cf. "below, can. 1 and 4 of the Council of Hippo in 393, and c. 7 of the

Council ot Carthage of August 28, 397, with our observations ; besides, Wiltsch,

Kirchl. Geographie und Statistik, Bd. i. S. 130.

2 Cf. the observations upon the fifty-eighth canon of the Council of Elvira, p.

162.
3
August. I.e. c. 16, n. 29. *

Optatus, I.e. p. 17 sq.
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tliem against hini : they had hoped that no one would have

known of this deposit, and that they might divide it amongst
themselves.

tBesides these laymen, the two priests mentioned above

ayed themselves against Cecilian. The soul of the opposi-

tion was a very rich lady, who had a great reputation for

piety, named Lucilla, and who thought she was most grievously

wronged by Cecilian. She had been in the habit, every time

she communicated, of kissing the relics of a martyr not ac-

counted such by the Church. Cecilian, who was at that time

a deacon, had forbidden the worship of these relics not recog-

nised by the Church, and the pharisaical pride of the woman
could not pardon the injury.-^

Tilings were in this state when Secundus Bishop of Tigisis,

in his office of episcopus jprimce sedis of ISTumidia, sent a com-

mission to Carthage to appoint a mediator (interventor) nomi-

nally for the reconciliation of the parties.^ But the commission

was very partial from the beginning : they entered into no

relation with Cecilian or his flock
; but, on the contrary, took

up their abode with Lucilla,^ and consulted with her on the

plan to follow for the overthrow of Cecilian. The malcon-

tents, says Optatus, then asked the Numidian bishops to come

to Carthage to decide about the election and the consecration

of Cecilian, and in fact Secundus of Tigisis soon appeared with

his suffragans. They took up their abode with the avowed

opponents of Cecilian, and refused to take part in the assem-

bly or synod which he wished to call, according to custom, to

hear the Numidian bishops ; and, instead, they held a co7ici-

lidbuluin of their own, at which seventy met, and in a private

house in Carthage, before which they summoned Cecilian to

appear (312). Cecilian did not attend, but sent word "that

if they had anything against him, the accuser had only to

appear openly and prove it." No accusation was made ;* and

besides, they could bring forward nothing against Cecilian,

except having formerly, as archdeacon, forbidden the visiting

- 1
Optatus, I.e. pp. 16-18.

*
August. Ep. 44, c. 4, n. 8, ii. 177, ed. Migne.

*
Augustin. Sermo 46, c. 15, n. 39, v. 293, ed. Migne.

*
Optatus, I.e. p. 18.

I
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of the martyrs in prison and the taking of food to them.^

Evidently, says Dupin,^ Cecilian had only followed the

counsel of S. Cyprian, in forbidding the faithful to go in

crowds to the prisons of the martyrs, for fear of inciting the

pagans to renewed acts of violence. Although Cecilian was

perfectly right in this respect, it is possible that in the appli-

cation of the rule, right in itself, he may have acted with

some harshness. This is at least what we must conclude if

only the tenth part of the accusations raised against him by
an anonjmious Donatist have any foundation.^ He says, for

instance, that Cecilian would not even allow parents to visit

their captive sons and daughters, that he had taken away the

food from those who wished to take it to the martyrs, and
had given it to the dogs, and the like. His adversaries laid

still greater stress on the invalidity of Cecilian's consecration,

because his consecrator, Felix of Aptunga, had been a Traditor

(i.e. had given up the sacred books) during the persecution of

Diocletian. "Eo council had heretofore ordained that the

sacraments were valid even when administered by heinous

sinners
;
therefore Cecilian answered, with a sort of condescen-

sion towards his enemies,
"
that if they thought that Felix

had not rightfully ordained him, they had only themselves to

proceed to his ordination."
* But the bishops of ]N"umidia did

doubly wrong in thus setting themselves against Felix of

Aptunga. First, the accusation of his having given up the

sacred books was absolutely false, as was proved by a judicial

inquiry made subsequently, in 314. The Eoman ofi&cer who
had been charged to collect the sacred books at Aptunga
attested the innocence of Felix

;
whilst one Ingentius, who, in

his hatred against Felix, had produced a false document to

ruin him, confessed his guilt.^ But apart from this circum-

stance, Secundus and his friends, who had themselves given

up the Holy Scriptures, as was proved in the Synod of Cirta,^

^
August. Brevic. collat. diei iii. c. 14, n. 26. Optat. I.e. p. 176, in Dupin's

edition.

2
I.e. p. 2.

^
Optat. I.e. p. 156, Dupin's ed.

^
Optat. I.e. p. 18. August. Brevie. collat. diei iii. c. 16, n. 29.

' Gesta purgationis Felicis, ep. Apt. in Dupin's ed. of the works of Optat.

I.e. p. 162 sqq.
® See above, p. 129.
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liad hardly the right to judge Felix for the same offence.

Besides, they had at this same Synod of Cirta consecrated

Silvanus bishop of that place, who was also convicted of

having been a Traditor} Without troubling themselves with

all these matters, or caring for the legality of their proceeding,

the Numidians proclaimed, in their unlawful Council, the

deposition of Cecilian, whose consecration they said was

invalid, and elected a friend and partisan of Lucilla's, the

reader Ifajorimcs, to be Bishop of Carthage. Lucilla had

bribed the Numidian bishops, and promised to each of them

400 pieces of gold.^

This done, the unlawful Numidian Council addressed a cir-

cular letter to all the churches of Africa, in which they related

what had passed, and required that the churches should cease

from all ecclesiastical communion with Cecilian. It followed

from this that, Carthage being in some sort the patriarchal
throne of Africa, all the African provinces were implicated in

this controversy. In almost every town two parties were

formed
;
in many cities there were even two bishops

—a Ceci-

lian and a Majorinian. Thus began this unhappy schism.

As Majorinus had been put forward by others, and besides as

he died soon after his election, the schismatics did not take

his name, but were called Donatists, from the name of Donatus

Bishop of Casoe Mgrse, who had much more influence than

Majorinus, and also afterwards on account of another Donatus,
surnamed the Great, who became the successor of Majorinus
as schismatical Bishop of Carthage. Out of Africa, Cecilian

was everywhere considered the rightful bishop, and it was to

him only that letters of communion {epistolce communicatorice)
were addressed.^ Constantino the Great, who meanwhile had

conquered Maxentius in the famous battle at the Milvian

Bridge, also recognised Cecilian, wrote to him, sent him a

large sum of money to distribute among his priests, and

added,
"
that he had heard that some unruly spirits rought to

trouble the Church
;

but that he had already charged the

magistrates to restore order, and that Cecilian had only to

apply to them for the punishment of the agitators."* In

1
Optat. ed. Dupin, I.e. iii. 14, 15, 175. =

Optat. I.e. p. 19, n. 39, and p. 173.
3
Optat. Ic. p. 20 and p. iv. * In Euseb. Hist. Ecd. x. 6.

M
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another letter, addressed to the proconsul of Africa, Anulinus,

lie exempted the clergy of the Catholic Church of Carthage,
'^ whose president was Cecilian," from all public taxes.-^

Soon afterwards, the opponents of Cecilian, to whom many
of the laity joined themselves, remitted two letters to the pro-

€onsul of Africa, begging liim to send them to the Emperor.
Anulinus accordingly did so.^ The title of the first letter,

which S. Augustine has preserved to us, viz. libdlus Ecclesioe

CcdlwliccB (that is to say, of the Donatist Church) criminum

Gcecilianif suffices to show its tenor
;
the second entreated the

Emperor, on account of the divisions among the African

hishops, to send judges from Gaul to decide between them

•and Cecilian,* This latter letter, preserved by Optatus,^ is

signed by Lucian, Dignus, Nasutius, Capito, Eidentius, et

cceteris episco^is partis Doncdi. In his note upon this passage,

Dupin has proved by quotations from this letter, as it is

found in S. Augustine, that the original was jpartis Ifajorini,

which Optatus changed into Donati, according to the expres-

sion commonly used in his time.

We see from the preceding that the Donatists deserved the

reproach which was cast upon them, of being the first to call for

the intervention of the civil power in a purely ecclesiastical

case
;
and the Emperor Constantine himself, who was then in

Gaul, openly expressed his displeasure on this subject, in a

letter which he addressed to Pope Melchiades (Miltiades).^

However, to restore peace to Africa, he charged three bishops
of Gaul—Maternus of Coin, Eeticius of Autun, and Marinus of

Aries—to make arrangements with the Pope and fifteen other

Italian bishops to assemble in a synod which was held at

Eome in 313.

1 Euseb. Hist. Eccl. x. 7
; Optat. p. 177 sq.

2 The letter that Anulinus sent to the Emperor on this occasion is to be found

in Mansi, I.e. ii. 438, and more fully in August. Ep. 88.
3
Epist. 88.

*
Upon this demand, see Mlinchen, prov. of the Cathed. of Coin, Das erste

Condi von Aries, in the Bonner Zeitschrift fur Philos. u. Kath. Theol. Heft 9,

S. 88 f.

6
I.e. p. 22.

^ This letter is found in Euseb. Hist. Eccl. x. 5. Dr. Mlinchen {I.e. pp. 90,

39) proves by this letter, and by all Constantine's conduct, that this prince had

no intention of mixincj in the inner aflairs of the Church.
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Sijnod at Eome (313).^

Cecilian was invited to be present at this Synod, with ten

bishops of his obedience. His adversaries were to send an

equal number; and at their head stood Donatus of Casse

Nigrse. The conferences began at the Lateran Palace, belong-

ing to the Empress Fausta, on October 2, 313, and lasted

three days. The first day Donatus and his friends were first of

all to prove their accusations against Cecilian
;
but they could

produce neither witnesses nor documents : those whom Donatus

himself had brought to witness against Cecilian, declared that

they knew nothing against the bishop, and therefore were not

brought forward by Donatus. On the contrary, it was proved

that, when Cecilian was only a deacon, Donatus had excited

divisions in Carthage ;
that he had re-baptized Christians who

had been baptized before
; and, contrary to the rules of the

Church, had laid hands on fallen bishops to reinstate them in

their offices. The second day the Donatists produced a second

accusation against Cecilian
;
but they could no more prove

their assertions than on the previous day. The continuation

of an inquiry already begun concerning the unlawful Council

of Carthage of 312, which had deposed Cecilian, was inter-

rupted. As Donatus was totally unable on the third day, as

on the two preceding, to produce a single witness, Cecilian was

declared innocent, and Donatus condemned on his own con-

fession. "No judgment was pronounced on the other bishops
of his party. The Synod, on the contrary, declared that if they
would return to the unity of the Church, they might retain

their thrones
;
that in every place where there was a Cecilian

and a Donatist bishop, the one who had been the longest

ordained should remain at the head of the Church, whilst the

younger should be set over another diocese. This decision of

the Synod was proclaimed by its president the Bishop of

Eome, and communicated to the Emperor.^
After the close of the Synod, Donatus and Cecilian were

both forbidden to return to Africa at once. Cecilian was de-

* See Constantine's letter quoted above.
*
Optat I.e. pp. 22-24

; August. Ep. 43
;
and Breviculus collat. CartJiag. diet

iiu c. 12 sq. ; and Libell. Synod, in Mansi, ii. 436, in Hard. v. 1499.
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tained at Brescia for a time. Some time afterwards, however,

Donatus obtained permission to go to Africa, but not to

Carthage. But the Pope, or perhaps the Synod befoie closing,

sent two bishops, Eunomius and Olympius, to Africa, to pro-

claim that that was the catholic party for which the nineteen

bishops assembled at Eome had pronounced. We see from

this that the mission of the two bishops was to promulgate
the decisions of the Synod ;

we also think, with Dupin, that

their journey, the date of which is uncertain, took place im-

mediately after the close of the Synod of Eome. The two

bishops entered into communion with Cecilian's clergy at

Carthage ;
but the Donatists endeavoured to prevent the

bishops from accomplishing their mission
;
and some time after,

as Donatus had returned to Carthage, Cecilian also returned to

his flock.-^

]^ew troubles soon agitated Africa, and the Donatists again

brought complaints of Cecilian before the Emperor. Irritated

with their obstinacy, Constantine at first simply referred them

to the decision of the Synod of Eome ;^ and when they re-

plied by protesting that they had not been sufficiently listened

to at Eome, Constantine decided, first, that a minute in-

quiry should be made as to whether Eelix of Aptunga had

really given up the Holy Scriptures (we have given above the

result of this inquiry) ; next, that the whole controversy

should be definitely settled by a great assembly of the bishops

of Christendom
;
and consequently he called the bishops of his

empire together for the 1st of August 314, to the Council of

Aries in Gaul.

Sec. 15. Synod of Aries in Gaul (314).^

Cecilian and some of his friends, as well as some deputies

of the party of the Donatists, were invited to this Council

and the officials of the empire were charged to defray the ex-

penses of the voyage of these bishops. Constantine specially

*
Optat. I.e. p. 25 and p. vi.

^ See Optat. p. 181, ed. Dupin.
^ 'EMS.ob. Hist. Eccl. x. 5; Mansi, I.e. ii. 463-468. The best modern work

on tlie Council of Aries is the dissertation of Dr. Miinphen, in the Bonner

Zeitschr. abeady mentioned, Heft 9, S. 78 ff.
;
Heft 26, S. 49 If.

;
Heft 21,

S. 42 ff.
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invited several bishops, amongst others the Bishop of Syra-

cuse.-^ According to some traditions, there were no fewer

than 600 bishops assembled at Arles.^ Baronius, relying on

a false reading in S. Augustine, fixes the number at 200.

Dupin thought, there were only thirty-three bishops at Aries,

because that is the number indicated by the title of the letter

of the Synod addressed to Pope Silvester,^ and by the list

of persons^ which is found in several mss. Notwithstanding
this comparatively small number, we may say that all the

provinces of Constantine's empire were represented at the

Council. Besides these thirty-three bishops, the list of persons
also mentions a considerable number of priests and deacons,

of whom some accompanied their bishops, and others repre-

sented their absent bishops as their proxies. Thus Pope Sil-

vester was represented by two priests, Claudianus and Vitus,

two deacons, Eugenius and Cyriacus.^ Marinus of Aries, one

of the three judges {jiidices ex Gallia), who had been appointed
beforehand by the Emperor, appears to have presided over the

assembly : at least his name is found first in the letter of the

Synod.^ With Marinus the letter mentions Agrcecius of Trier,

Theodore of Aquileia, Proterius of Capua, Vocius of Lyons,
Cecilian of Carthage, Eeticius of Autun (one of the earlier

jicdices ex Gallia), Ambitausus (Imbetausius) of Eeims, Merokles

of Milan, Adelfius of London, Maternus of Coin, Liberius of

Emerita in Spain, and others
;
the last named having already

been present at the Synod of Elvira.

It is seen that a great part of Western Christendom was

xepresented at Aries by some bishops ;
and the Emperor Con-

stantine could truly say :

"
I have assembled a great number

* Euseb. Hist. Ecd. x. 5, p. 391, ed. Mogimt. ; Mansi, ii. 463 sq. ; Hard,

i. 259 sq. ;
and Optat. I.e. 181 sq. ed. Dupin.

2
Mansi, ii. 469, not. a, et p. 473, not. z sq.

,

3 In Mansi, ii. 469
;
Hard. i. 261.

* In Mansi, ii. 476
;
Hard. i. 266. It must not be forgotten that this list

does not quite agree with the inscription of the letter to the Pope, and that

among the thirty-three names of the synodical letter some are mentioned in the

list of persons only as those of priests who were representatives of the bishops.
Cf. on this list, which Quesnel has wrongly considered as a copy of the super-

scription of the synodical letter, the Ballerini, in their edition ot the works of

Leo the Great, ii. 1018 sq., e"^, ibid. 851.
fi Cf. the list of persons.

« In Mansi, J.c. 4G9
;
Hard. i. 261.
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of bishops from different and almost innumerable parts of the

empire.""^ We may look on the assembly at Aries as a general
council of the West (or of the Eoman patriarchate).^ It can-

not, however, pass for an oecumenical council, for this reason,

that the other patriarchs did not take any part in it, and
indeed were not invited to it

;
and those of the East espe-

cially, according to S. Augustine,^ ignored almost entirely the

Donatist controversy. But has not S. Augustine himself

declared this Council to be oecumenical ? In order to answer

this question in the affirmative, an appeal has been made to

the second book of his treatise. Be Baptismo contra Dona-

tistas^ where he says :

" The question relating to re-baptism
was decided against Cyprian, in a full council of the whole

Church" {jplenarium conciliumy concilium universce Ecclesice)^

But it is doubtful whether S. Augustine meant by that the

Council of Aries, or whether he did not rather refer to that of

Nicsea, according to Pagi's view of the case.^ It cannot, how-

ever be denied that S. Augustine, in his forty-third letter

(vii. !N"o. 19), in speaking of the Council of Aries, calls it

Jplenarium Ecclesiw univcrsce conciliumJ Only it must not be

forgotten that the expression concilium 'plenarium^ or universale,

is often employed in speaking of a national council;^ and

that in the passage quoted S. Augustine refers to the Western

Church {Ecclesia universa occidentalis), and not to the universal

Church {universalis) in the fullest sense.

The deliberations of the Council of Aries were opened on

the 1st of August 314. Cecilian and his accusers were pre-

sent
;
but these were no more able than before to prove their

accusations. We unfortunately have not in full the acts of

the Council ;
but the synodical letter already quoted informs

us that the accusers of Cecilian were aut damnati aut repidsi.

From this information w^e infer that Cecilian was acquitted ;

and this we know to have been the actual result of the Donatist

1 Euseb. Hist. JEccl x. 5.

2 Cf. Pagi, Crit. ad ann. 314, n. 21.

3 Contra Crescon. lib. iv. c. 25 ; Pagi, Crit. ad ann, 314, n. 17.

*
Cap. 9, n. 14.

^
Opera, viii. 135, ed. Migne.

«
Pagi, Crit. ad ann. 314, n. 18. "^

Opera, ii. 169, ed. Migne.
8 Cf. Pagi, Z.c. n. 19

;
and Hefele,

" Das Concil von Sardika," in the TuUnger

Quartalsch. 1852, S. 406. Cf. also previously, pp. 3, 4.
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ntroversy. The Council, in its letter to the Pope, says,

that it would have greatly desired that the Pope (Silvester)

ad been able to assist in person at the sessions, and that the

dgment given against Cecilian's accusers would in that case

ertainly have been more severe."
^ The Council probably

luded to the favourable conditions that it had accorded to

e Donatist bishops and priests, in case they should be recon-

iled to the Church.

The letter of the Council contains no other information

relating^ to the affairs of the Donatists. At the time of the

religious conference granted to the Donatists in 411, a letter

of the African bishops^ was read, in which they said, that,
"
dating from the commencement of the schism (ab ipsius

scparationis exordio), consent had been given that every Dona-

tist bishop who -should become reconciled to the Church should

alternately exercise the episcopal jurisdiction with the Catholic

^bishop : that if either of the two died, the survivor should

e his sole successor
;
but in the case in which a church did not

wish, to have two bishops, both were to resign, and a new one

was to be elected." Prom these w^ords, ab ipsius separationis

exordio, TiHemont^ concluded that it is to the Synod of Aries

that this decision should be referred
; for, as we have already

seen,* other proposals of reconciliation were made at Eome.

It is not known whether the Synod of Aries decided anything
else in the matter of the Donatists. But it is evident that

two, perhaps three, of its twenty-two canons (N"os. 13, 14,

and 8), refer to the schism of the African Church, which we
shall show in examining them one by one.

The Synod of Aries was not satisfied, as their synodal letter

tells us, merely to examine and judge the business of the

Donatists : it wished to lend its assistance in other points

relating to the necessities of the Church, especially to solve

e paschal controversy, the question of the baptism of heretics.

1
Mansi, ii. 469

;
Hard. i. 262.

2 It is the 128tli epistle among those of S. Augustine, ii. 489, ed. Migne.
Cf. Brev. collat. diei i. c. 5, p. 615, t. ix. ed. Migne ;

et Optat. 250, ed.

Dupin.
^
Memoires, t. vi. in the Diss, sur les Donatistes, art. xxi. p. 21, ed. Brux.

1732.
*
Above, p. 179.
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and to promulgate various rules for discipline. Convinced

that it acted under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, it used

the formula, Placuit ergo, pi^cesente Spiritu sancto et angelis ejus ;

and begged the Pope, who had the government of the larger

diocese {majoris diceceseos guhernacula) under his control, to pro-

mulgate its decrees universally.-^ The Synod also sent him the

complete collection of its twenty-two canons, while in the

letter previously quoted it had given only a short extract from

them : consequently it may be maintained, with the brothers

Ballerini,^ that the Synod addressed two letters to the Pope,

of which the first, commencing with the enumeration of the

bishops present, dwelt chiefly on the affairs of the Donatists,

and gave but a short sketch of the other decisions
;
while the

second included literally and exclusively all the decrees, and

addressed itself to the Pope only in the words of introduction,

and in the first canon. The Benedictines of S. Maur have

published the best text of this second synodical letter, and of

the canons of the Council of Aries, in the first volume of their

Collectio conciliorum Gallice of 1789, of which the sequel un-

fortunately has not appeared.^ We shall adopt this text :

Domino sanctissimo fratri Silvestro Marinus vel coetus epis-

coporum qui adunati fuerunt in oppido ArelatensL Quid de-

crevimus communi consilio caritati tuse significamus, ut omnes

sciant quid in futurum observare debeant.

Can. 1. Ut uno die et temioore PascJia celebrctur.

Primo loco de observatione Paschae Domini, ut uno die et

uno tempore per omnem orbem a nobis observetur et juxta
consuetudinem literas ad omnes tu dirigas.

By this canon the Council of Aries wished to make the

Eoman computation of time with regard to Easter the rule

everywhere, and consequently to abolish that of Alexandria,

and all others that might differ from it, taking for granted that

the bishops of the Council knew the difference that existed

* In Mansi, ii. 469
;
Hard. i. 261 sq.

2 In their edition of the works of Leo the Great, ii. 1019.
^
Reprinted in Bruns' Bibliotheca ecdesiastica, vol. i. P. ii. p. 107. The pas-

sage, as given less accurately in the ancient collections of councils, is found in

Mansi, ii. 471 sq., Hard. i. 263 sq
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t)etweeii tliese and the Eoman computation. We will not

here give the details relating to the paschal controversy, but

further on in the history of the Council of Mcsea, so as the

better to grasp the whole meaning.^

Can. 2. Ut uhi qicisgue ordinatur ihi permaneat.
De his qui in quibuscumque locis ordinati fuerint ministri,

in ipsis locis perseverent.

The twenty-first canon contains the same decision, with

this difference, that the former speaks only of the inferior

ministers of the Church (ministri), while the latter speaks of

the priests and deacons; and both express the view of the

ancient Church, in accordance with which an ecclesiastic at-

tached to one church ought not to change to another. We
find the same prohibition even in the apostolic canons (N"os.

13 and 14, or 14 and 15); and in the fifteenth canon of

icsea. It is questioned whether this canon of Aries forbids

nly passing from one diocese to another, or if it forbade

moving from one church to another in the same diocese. Dr.

Miinchen understood the canon in the latter sense, founding
his opinion on the seventy-seventh canon of the Synod of

Elvira,^ which shows that each church in a diocese had its

own minister.^ Of course the prohibition as to a change of

churches in the same diocese, necessarily applies to moving
from one diocese to another.

Can. 3. Ut qui in pace arma projiciunt excommunicentur.

De his qui arma projiciunt in pace, placuit abstineri eos a

communione.

This canon has been interpreted in no less than four ways.
Ivo of Chartres read, instead of in pace, in prcelio ; and an

ancient manuscript, which was compared by Surius, read in

hello. In this case the sense would be :

" He who throws

down his arms in war is excommunicated." Sirmond tried a

second explanation, taking the view that arma projicere is not

^ Cf. the diss, of Hefele, Osterfeierstreit (Controversy on tlie subject of the
Easter Feast), in the Freiburger Kirchenlexicon, Bd. vii. S. 871 ff.

^ In his diss, already quoted, in the Bonner Zeitsch-ift, Heft 26, S. 61 ff.

3 Cf. ahove, p. 170.
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synonymous with arma ahjicere, and signifies arma in alium

conjicere} Thus, according to him, the canon forbids the use

of arms except in case of war. Dr. Mlinchen has developed
this explanation, by applying the sentence arma 2^rojicere m
^ace to the fights of the gladiators, and he has considered this

canon as a prohibition of these games. Constantine the Great,

he says, forbade on the 1st October 325 the games of the

gladiators in nearly the same terms : Cruenta spectacula in otio

civili et domestica quiete non jplacent ; qiufproj^Ur omnino glacli-

atores esse jprohibemus. Besides these, adds Munchen, the two

following canons are directed against the spectactUa which

were so odious to the early Christians
;
and this connection

also justifies the opinion that canon 3 refers to the spedacula,

that is to say, to the fights of the gladiators.^ Aubespine has

tried a fourth explanation. Many Christians, says he, under

the pagan emperors, had religious scruples with regard to

military service, and positively refused to take arms, or else

deserted. The Synod, in considering the changes introduced by
Constantine, set forth the obligation that Christians have to

serve in war, and that because the Church is at peace (in pace)

under a prince friendly to Christians.^ This explanation has

been adopted, amongst others, by Eemi Ceillier,* by Herbst,^ in

the Dictionnaire des conciles of Abbe Migne,^ and in Abbe
Guette's lecently i^ublished JB'istoire deVeglise de France? We,
however, prefer Dr. Mlinchen's view of the matter.

Cak 4. Ut aurigce dum agitant excommunicentur.

De agitatoribus qui fideles sunt, placuit eos quamdiu agi-

tant a communione separari.

These agitators are the jockeys and grooms of the courses,

identical with the aurigce of the sixty-second canon of the

Council of Elvira. In the same way that the preceding
canon interdicted the games of the gladiators, which were

celebrated in the amphitheatre, so this prohibits the racing of

horses and chariots, wliich took place in the circus.

^
Mansi, ii. 481 sq.

^
Miinchen, in tlie diss, quoted atove.

3 See the notes of Aubespine, in Mansi, ii. 492,
* Histoire des auteurs sacrds, iii. 705. ^

TiiJb. Quartalschrift, 1821, S. QQQ.

« T. i. p. 199. Paris 1847. ' T. i. p. 64. Paris 1847.
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Can. 5. Ut thcatrici quamdiu agunt excommunicenfur.

De tlieatricis, et ipsos placuit qiiamdiu agunt a communione

jeparari.

This canon excommunicates those who are employed in the

theatres.^

Can. 6. Ut in infirmitate conversi manus imjpositionem

accvpiant.

De his qui in infirmitate credere volunt, placuit iis debere

manum imponi.

The tliirty-ninth canon of Elvira expresses itself in the

same manner
;
and in commenting^ upon it, we have said that

the words manum imponi were understood by one party as a

simple ceremony of admission to the order of catechumens

without baptism; by others, especially by Dr. Munchen, as

expressing the administration of confirmation.

I
Can. 7. De ficlelibus giii jorcesides fiunt vel rem jpnllicam

agere volunt

De praesidibus qui fideles ad prsesidatum prosiliunt, placuit

ut cum promoti fuerint literas accipiant ecclesiasticas com-

municatorias, ita tamen ut in quibuscumque locis gesserint,

ab episcopo ejusdem loci cura illis agatur, et cum coeperint

contra disciplinam agere, tum demum a commimione exclu-

dantur. Similiter et de his qui rempublicam agere volunt.

Like the preceding one, this canon repeats a similar statute

- of the Synod of Elvira. The fifty-sixth canon of Elvira had

decreed that a Christian invested with
'

a public ofi&ce should

abstain from appearing in church during the term of these

duties, because these necessarily brought him into contact

with paganism.^ But since the Council of Elvira an essential

change had taken place. Constantino had himself gone over

I^Kto Christianity ;
the Church had obtained full liberty ;

and if

even before this time Christians had often been invested with

public offices,^ this would henceforth be much more frequently

^ On this hatred of the first Christians for the stage and gaming, cf. Tvb,

Quartalschrift, 1841, S. 396 ff.

2
Above, p. 153 f.

* See above, p. 161.
* Euseb. Hist. Ecd. viii. 1.
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the case. It was necessary that, under a Christian emperor
and altered circumstances, the ancient rigour should be re-

laxed, and it is for this reason that the canon of Aries modi-

fied the decree of Elvira. If a Christian, it says, becomes

p^ceses, that is to say, governor, he is not, as heretofore, obliged
to absent himself from church; on the contrary, letters of

recommendation will be given him to the bishop of the

country which is entrusted to his care (the governors were

sent out of their native country, that they might rule more

impartially). The bishop was bound to extend his care over

him, that is to say, to watch over him, assist him with his

advice, that he might commit no injustice in an office which

included the jus gladii. If he did not listen to the warnings
of the bishop, if he really violated Christian discipline, then

only was he to be excluded from the Church. The same line

of conduct was adhered to in regard of the municipal authori-

ties as towards the imperial officers.-^ Baronius has erroneously

interpreted this canon, in making it exclude heretics and

schismatics from holding public ofl&ces.^

Cak 8. De haptismo eorum qui ah hceresi convertuntur.

De Afris quod propria lege sua utuntur ut rebaptizent,

placuit ut si ad Ecclesiam aliquis de hgeresi venerit, interro-

gent eum symbolum ;
et si perviderint eum in Patre et Filio

et Spiritu sancto esse baptizatum, manus ei tantiim imponatur
ut accipiat Spiritum sanctum. Quod si interrogatus non re-

sponderit hanc Trinitatem, baptizetur.

We have already seen^ that several African synods, held

under Agrippinus and Cj^rian, ordered that whoever had been

baptized by a heretic, was to be re-baptized on re-entering the

Church. The Council of Aries abolished this law (lex) of the

Africans, and decreed that one who had received baptism
from heretics in the name of the holy Trinity was not to be

A Cf. Dr. ]\[unclien, Ic. Heft 27, S. 42
; Migne, Diet des Condi i. 193.

2 Baron, ad an. 314, n. 57. The opinion of Baronius {ibid. Xo. 53), that

Constantine was present at the Council of Aries, is not defensible. He thinks

this conclusion can be drawn from a text of Eusebius ( Vita Const, i. 44) ;
but

this passage speaks only in general terms of the presence of the Emperor at the

Council, and evidently refers to the Council of Nic£)ea.

3
Pp. 86, 98 ff.
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[again baptized, but simply to receive the imposition of bands,

Htt accipiat Spiritum sanctum. Thus, as we have already said,^

{the imposition of hands on those converted was acl pxnitentiam
and acl confirmationcm. The Council of Aries promulgated in

[this eighth canon the rule that has always been in force, and

[is still preserved in our time, with regard to baptism con-

ferred by heretics : it was adopted and renewed by the nine-

teenth canon of the (Ecumenical Council of Mcaea.^

In several MSS. Arianis is read instead of Afris ;
^ but it is

Iknown that at the time of the first Synod of Aries the sect of

[the Arians did not yet exist. Binius has thought, and perhaps
dth some reason, that this canon alluded to the Donatists,

[and was intended to refute their opinion on the ordination of

iCecilian by Felix of Aptunga, by laying down this general

[principle :

" That a sacrament is valid, even when it has been

conferred by an unworthy minister." There is, however, no

trace of an allusion to the Donatists : it is the thirteenth canon
^which clearly settles the particular case of the Donatists, as

to whether a Traclitor, one who has delivered up the Holy
Scriptures, can validly ordain.

Can. 9. Ut qui confessorum litteras afferwnt, alias ac-

cipiant.

De his qui confessorum literas afferunt, placuit ut sublatis

iis Uteris alias accipiant communicatorias.

This canon is a repetition of the twenty-fifth canon of the

Synod of Elvira.*

Can. 10. Ut is cujus uxor adulteraverit aliam ilia vivente non

accipiat.

De his qui conjuges suas in adulterio deprehendunt, et

iidem sunt adolescentes fideles et prohibentur nubere, placuit

ut in quantum possit consilium iis detur, ne viventibus uxori-

bus suis licet adulteris alias accipiant.

In reference to the ninth canon of Elvira, the Synod of

1 P. 113.
^
Cf. also the pretended seventh canon of the second CEcumenical Council of

Constantinople in 381.
3
Mansi, ii. 472. -* Cf. above, p. 146.
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Aries has in view simply the case of a man putting away his

adulterous wife
; whilst, on the contrary, the Council of Elvira

refers to the case of a woman leaving her adulterous husband.

In both cases the two Councils alike depart from the existing

civil law,^ by refusing to the innocent party the right of marry-

ing again. //But there is the noteworthy difference, that the

right of re-marrying is forbidden to the woman, under penalty

of permanent excommunication (can. 9 of Elvira) ;
while the

man is only strongly advised (m quantum jpossit consilium iis

detur) not to marry again. Even in this case marriage is not

allowed, as is shown by the expression et loroliihentur nvMre.

This Synod will not allow that which has been forbidden, but

only abstains from imposing ecclesiastical penance. Why is it

more considerate to the man ? Undoubtedly because the

existing civil law gave greater liberty to the husband than to

the wife, and did not regard the connection of a married man
with an unmarried woman as adultery.^

It may be observed that Petavius,^ instead of et ^prohibentur

nuhere, prefers to read et non lorohibentur nuhere, which would

mean that, while they were not prohibited from marrying, they
should be strongly recommended not to do so.

Can. 11. De puellis quce gentilibus junguntur.

De puellis fidelibus quae gentilibus junguntur placuit, ut

aliquanto tempore a communione separentur.

This canon is evidently related to the fifteenth canon of

Elvira, with, however, this difference, that the canon of Elvira

chiefly relates to the parents, while that of Aries rather con-

cerns daughters. This, too, enforces a penalty, which the

other does not.*

Can. 12. Ut clerici foe,neratores excommunicentur.

De ministris qui foenerant, placuit eos juxta formam divini-

tus datam a communione abstineri.

1 Fr. q. D. de Divort. (24. 2); Miinchen, Ic. S. 58.
'

2 Const, c. i ad leg. Tul. (9. 9) ; Miinchen, I.e. S. 58. It was not until the

year 449 that the position of man and wife was put on the same footing in this

respect.
3 In his ed. of Epiphanius, Hceres. 69, c. 3, t. ii. app. p. 255.
4 Cf. Munchen, I.e. S. 63.
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This canon is almost literally identical with the first part of

le twentieth canon of Elvira.-^

Can. 13. De its qiii Scrii^tK^ras sacras, vasa dominica, ml

nomina frafruni tradidisse dicuntur.

De his qui Scriptiiras sanctas tradidisse dicuntur vel vasa

ominica vel nomina fratrum suorum, placuit nobis ut qui-

umque eorum ex actis publicis fuerit detectus, non verbis

udis, ab ordine cleri amoveatur
;
nam si iidem aliquos ordi-

asse fuerint deprehensi, et hi quos ordinaverunt rationales

bsistunt, non illis obsit ordinatio. Et quoniam multi sunt

ui contra ecclesiasticam regulam pugnare videntur et per
stes redemptos putant se ad accusationem admitti debere,

mnino non admittantur, nisi, ut supra diximus, actis publicis

ocuerint.

The Emperor Diocletian had ordered, by his first edict for

rsecution in 303, first, that all the churches were to be

estroyed ; secondly, that all sacred books were to be burnt
;

dly, that Christians were to be deprived of all rights and

,11 honours
;
and that when they were slaves, they were to be

declared incapable of acquiring liberty.^ Consequently Chris-

tians were everywhere required to give up the holy books to

be burnt, and the sacred vases to be confiscated by the trea-

sury {ccd fiscum). This canon mentions these two demands,

and, besides these, the traditio nominum. It may be that,

according to the first edict, some Christians, and especially the

bishops, were required to remit the lists of the faithful be-

longing to their dioceses, in order to subject them to the de-

cree which deprived them of all rights and honour. However,
Dr. ]Munchen^ thinks that the traditio nominum was first in-

troduced in consequence of Diocletian's second edict. This

diet ordered that all ecclesiastics should be imprisoned, and

ompelled to sacrifice. Many tried to escape the danger by
ight; but it also happened that many were betrayed, and

eir names {nomina fratrum) given up to the heathen. The
thirteenth canon orders the deposition of these Traditores, if

1 Cf. iMiinchen, I.e. S. 65.
^ Euseb. Hist. Ecd, viii. 2

;
Lactant. de Mortibus persec. c. S.

» Lc. S. 70.
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tliey are ecclesiastics. But this penalty was only to be in-

flicted in case the offence of traclitio was proved, not merely

by private denunciations (verbis nudis), but by the public

laws, by writings signed by ofi&cers of justice (ex actis puUicis),

which the Eoinan officers had to draw up in executing the

Emperor's edict.

The Synod occupied itself with this question :

" What
must be done if a traditor bishop has ordained clergy?"
This was precisely the principal question in the contro-

versy with the Donatists
;
and the Synod decided "

that the

ordination should be valid, that is, that whoever should be

ordained by such a bishop should not suffer from it" (non
illis obsit ordinatio). This part of the passage is very plain,

and clearly indicates the solution given by the Council
;
but

the preceding words, et hi, qiios ordinaverunt, rationales suh-

sistunt, are difficult to explain. They may very well mean,
"
If those who have been ordained by them are worthy, and fit

to receive holy orders
;

"
but we read in a certain number of

MSS., et de liis, qxios ordinaverint, ratio suhsistit, that is to say,
"
If those are in question who have been ordained by them."

This canon has another conclusion which touches the Dona-

tist controversy ; namely :

" Accusers who, contrary to all the

Church's rules, procured paid witnesses to prove their accusa-

tions, as the adversaries of Felix of Aptunga have done, ought
not at all to be heard if they cannot prove their complaints by
the public acts."

Can. 1 4. Ut qui /also accusant fratres suos usque ad exitum

ex^ommunicentur.

De his qui falso accusant fratres suos, placuit eos usque ad

exitum non communicare.

This canon is the sequel to the preceding :

"
If it is proved

that any one has made a positively false and unwarrantable

accusation against another (as a traditor), such a person wHl.

be excommunicated to the end of his life." This canon is

worded in so general a manner, that it not only embraces the

false denunciations on the particular case of the traditio, but

all false denunciations in general, as the seventy-fifth canon of

the Synod of Elvira had already done.
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Can. 15. Tit diaconcs non offerant.

De diaconibus quos cognovimus multis locis offerre, placuit

minime fieri debere.

During the persecution of Diocletian, a certain number of

deacons seem to have assumed to themselves the right of offer-

ing the holy sacrifice, especially when there was no bishop or

priest at hand. The Synod of Aries prohibited this. It will be

seen that in this canon we translate offerre as
"
to offer the

holy sacrifice," in the same sense as this word is used in the

nineteenth canon. Binterim-^ gives another interpretation.

By offerre he understands the administration of the Eucharist

to the faithful
;
and he explains the canon in this sense :

" The

deacons ought not to administer the communion to the faith-

ful in various places, but only in the churches which are

assigned to them." We must allow that oferre has sometimes

this meaning ;
for example, in S. Cyprian, de Lajpsis : Solem-

nibus adimjjlctis ccdicem diacomis offerre prcesentibus ccepit ; but,

a. It is difficult to suppose that the Synod of Aries should

have employed the expression offerre in two senses so essen-

tially different—in the fifteenth canon, where it would mean to

administer the Eucharist, and in the nineteenth canon, where

it would mean to offer the holy sacrifice—without having in

either pointed out this difference more clearly.

h. The Synod evidently wished to put an end to a serious

abuse, as it says, Minime fieri debere. ]^ow it could not have

been a very grave offence on the part of the deacons, if, in

consequence of the want of clergy, they had administered the

communion in several places : after all, they would only have

done what they performed ex officio in their own churches.^

Can. 16. Ut uhi quisgiie fuit excommunicatus, Hi commu-

nionem consequatur.

De his qui pro delicto suo a communione separantur,

placuit ut in quibuscumque locis fuerint exclusi in iisdem

communionem consequantur.
The fifty-third canon of the Synod of Elvira had already

*
Memorahilla, t. i. P. i. p. 360.

' Cf. our observations on tlie eigliteentli canon of Nicaea, and the discussion

of Dr. Munclien, I.e. p. 76.
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given the same order. This canon should be compared with

the fifth canon of the Synod of Mcaea, the second and sixth

of Antioch (in 341), and with the sixteenth of Sardica.

Can. 17. Ut mdlus episcojpus alium conculcet ejpiscopum.

Ut nuUus episcopus alium episcopum inculcet.

A bishop could in many ways inconvenience, molest {in-

culcare) a colleague ; especially
—

a. If he allowed himself to exercise various episcopal func-

tions in any diocese other than his own
;

for example, to

ordain clergy, which the Synod of Antioch forbade, in 341,

by its thirteenth canon.

h. If he stayed a long time in a strange town, if he

preached there, and so threw into the shade the bishop of the

place, who might be less able, less learned than himself, for

the sake of obtaining the other's see
;

which the eleventh

canon (fourteenth in Latin) of Sardica also forbids.

Can. 18. De diaconibus urlicis ut sine conscientia ^presbyte-

Torum nihil agant.

De diaconibus urbicis ut non sibi tantum prsesumant, sed

honorem presbyteris reservent, ut sine conscientia ipsorum
nihil tale faciant.

The canon does not tell us in what these usurpations of

the town-^ deacons consisted (in opposition to the deacons

of the country churches, who, being farther from the bishop,

had less influence). The words lionorem 'presbyteris reservent

seem to imply that the Council of Aries referred to the

deacons who, according to the evidence of the Council of

Nicsea, forgot their inferiority to the priests, and took rank

and place amongst them, which the Synod of Mcasa^ also for-

bade. The Synod of Laodicaea also found it necessary to

order deacons to remain standing in the presence of priests,

unless invited to sit down. The last words of our canon

^ The deacons of the city of Rome were the particular invaders, as Jerome

testifies {Epist. 85, ad Evagrium). Cf. Yan Espen, Commentarius in canones et

decreta, etc. (Colon. 1755), p. 101, in the scholia on the eighteenth canon of

Uicsea.

*Le.
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indicate that here also the allusion is to the functions that

deacons were generally authorized to exercise in virtue of

their charge, such as baptizing and preaching, but which they

were not to discharge unless with the consent of the priests

who were set over them.

Can. 19. Ut percgrinis episcopis locus sacrificandi detur,

De episcopis peregrinis qui in urbem solent venire, placuit

iis locum dare ut offerant.

The seventeenth canon having forbidden bishops to exercise

episcopal functions in a strange diocese, the nineteenth canon

declares that the celebration of the holy sacrifice is not com-

prised in this prohibition, and consequently that a bishop
should be allowed to offer the holy sacrifice in a strange

diocese, or, as we should say, should be permitted to say
Mass.

II

Can. 2 0. Ut sine trihus episcopis nuUus episcopus ordinetur.

I De his qui usurpant sibi quod soli debeant episcopos

rdinare, placuit ut nullus hoc sibi prsesumat nisi assumptis
secum aliis septem episcopis. Si tamen non potuerit septem,
infra tres non audeat ordinare.

The Synod of Nicsea, canon 4, made the same regulation,

that all bishops should not singly ordain another bishop, and

orders that there be at least three bishops for this purpose.-^

Can. 21. Ut preslyteri aut diacones qui ad alia loca se

transferunt deponantur.

De presbyteris aut diaconibus qui solent dimittere loca

sua in quibus ordinati sunt et ad alia loca se transferunt,

placuit ut iis locis ministrent quibus praefixi sunt. Quod si

relictis locis suis ad alium se locum transferre voluerint, de-

ponantur.

Cf the second canon, above, p. 185.

Can. 22. De apostatis qui in infirmitate communionem

loetunt.

De his qui apostatant et nunquam se ad ecclesiam reprae-
^
See, further on, our remarks on the fourth canon of Nicsea.
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sentant, ne quidem pcenitentiam agere quDerunt, et postea in-

firmitate accepti petunt commiinionem, placuit iis non dandam

communionem nisi revaluerint et egerint dignos fructus poeni-

feentise.

The Council of Mcsea, in its tliirteentli canon, softened this

order, and allowed the holy communion to be administered to

all sinners at the point of death who should desire it.

Besides these twenty -two canons of the first Synod of

Aries, which are certainly genuine, Mansi found six more in

a MS. at Lucca. He thought, however, that these last must

have been decreed by another Council of Aries. They are

the following :
—

Can. 1 (24).^

Placuit ut quantum potest inhibeatur viro, ne dimissa

uxore vivente liceat ut aliam ducat super eam : quicumque
autem fecerit alienus erit a cathohca communione.

Can. 2 (25).

Placuit ut mulierem corruptam clericus non ducat uxorem,

vel is, qui laicus mulierem corruptam duxerit, non admittatur

ad clerum.

Can. 3 (26).

De aliena ecclesia clericum ordinare alibi nuUus episcopus

usui'pet ; quod si fecerit, sciat se esse judicandum cum inter

fratres de hoc fuerit appetitus.

Can. 4 (27).

Abstentum clericum alterius ecclesise alia non admittat ;

sed pacem in ecclesia inter fratres simplicem tenere cognoscat.

Can. 5 (28).

Venientem de Donatistis vel de Montensibus per manus

impositionis suscipiantur, ex eo quod contra ecclesiasticmn

ordinem baptizare videntur.

^ This MS. of Lucca divides the twenty-two genuine canons of Aiies into

twenty-three, and conseq^uently counts the first of the spurious canons as the

twenty-fourth.
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Can. 6 (29).

Prseterea, quod dignum, pudicum et honestnm est, sna-

demus fratribiis ut sacerdotes et levitse cum uxoribus suis

non coeant, quia ministerio quotidiano occupantur. Quicum-

que contra hanc constitutionem fecerit, a clericatus honore

deponatur.

If we consider, again, the occasion of this Synod
—

namely,
the schism of the Donatists—we see that as soon as the

Synod had pronounced its sentence upon them, they appealed
anew to the Emperor, while the Catholic bishops asked per-

mission of him to return to their homes. Constantine there-

upon ^vrote a • beautiful and touching letter to the bishops,

thanking God for His goodness to him, and the bishops for

the equitable and concihatory judgment that they had pro-

nounced. He complained of the perverseness, the pride, and

obstinacy of the Donatists, who would not have peace, but ap-

pealed to him from the judgment of the Church, when the sen-

tence of the priests ought to be regarded as that of the Lord

Himself (sacerdotum judicium ita debet haheri, ac si ipse Domi-

nus residens judicct).
" "What audacity, what madness, what

foUy !

"
he exclaims

;

"
they have appealed from it like

heathens." At the end of his letter he prays the bishops,

after Christ's example, to have yet a little patience, and to stay

some time longer at Aries, so as to try and reclaim these mis-

guided men. If this last attempt failed, they might return to

their dioceses
;
and he prayed them to remember him, that

the Saviour might have mercy upon him. He said that he

had ordered the officers of the empire to send the refractory

from Aries, and from Africa as well, to his court, where great

severity
^ awaited them.

These threats caused a great number of Donatists to return

to the Church
;

others persevered in their obstinacy,^ and,

according to Constantine's order, were brought to the imperial
court. From that time there was no longer any occasion for

the Catholic bishops to remain at Aries, and in all probabi-

lity they returned to their dioceses. Arrived at court, the

Donatists again prayed the Emperor to judge their cause him-

1 In Hard, i. 268
; ]\ransi, ii. 477

;
et Optatus Milev. 184, ed. Dupin.

* Cf. August. Eplst. 88, n. 3.
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self. Constantine at first refused, but, for reasons with which

we are not acquaintecV ended by consenting to their demand.

He summoned Cecilian, the Catholic Bishop of Carthage, as

well as his Donatist adversaries, to appear before him at Home,
where he was staying, in August 315. Ingentius, the false

accuser of Felix of Aptunga, was to be there
^
to prove to the

Donatists that they had improperly called in question the

consecration of Cecilian; but Cecilian^ for some unlaiown

reason, did not appear. S. Augustine himself did not know

why ;

^ and the Donatists profited by this circumstance, and

urged the Emperor to condemn Cecilian for disobedience.

Constantine, however, contented himseK with granting him a

delay, at the end of which Cecilian was to appear at Milan,

which so exasperated many of the Donatists, that they fled

from the court to Africa. The Emperor for some time thought
of going himself into Africa to judge the cause of the Donatists

in their own country. He accordingly sent back some Donatist

bishops into Africa, and warned the others by letter of his

project, adding, that if they could prove but one of their

numerous accusations against Cecilian, he would consider such

proof as a demonstration of all the rest.*

The Emperor afterwards gave up this scheme, and returned

to that which had been first proposed, and in ISTovember 316

caused the contending parties to appear before him at Milan.

Cecilian presented himself before the Emperor, as well as his

antagonists. The Emperor heard both sides, examined their

depositions, and finally declared that Cecilian was innocent,

that his adversaries were calumniators, and sent a copy of his

decision to Eumalius, his vicar in Africa.^ The Donatists were

thus condemned three times, by the two Synods of Eome and

of Aries, and finally by the Emperor himself. In spite of this,

to weaken the effect of the late sentence, they spread the

rumour that the celebrated Hosius Bishop of Corduba, a friend

of Cecilian, had prejudiced the Emperor against them.^

The subsequent history of the schism of the Donatists does

^
"Coactus," says S. Augustine, I.e. Cf. Epist. 43, n. 20.

2 See above, p. 176 ff.
3

]i;pist. 43, n. 20. •

^
Opt. Mil. pp. 185, 187, ed. Dup.

^
Dupin, I.e.

-p.
187.

^
Aucjust. Contr. Parmen. lib. i. c. 5.
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not belong to this place ;^ and we have now to consider two

other synods which were held in the East about the same time

as that of Aries, and which merit all our attention. They are

those of Ancyra and Neocaesarea.

Sec. 16. The Synod of Ancyra in 314/

Maximilian having died during the summer of 313, the

Church in the East began to breathe freely, says Eusebius.^ He

says nothing further about these Synods ;
but one of the first,

and certainly the most celebrated, of these Councils, was that

of Ancyra, the capital of Galatia, which was held for the pur-

pose of healing the wounds inflicted on the Church by the last

persecution, and especially to see what could be done on the

subject of the lapsi.

The best Greek Mss. of the canons of Ancyra contain a very
ancient preface, which shows, without further specification,

that the Council of Ancyra was held before that of Mcaea.

The presence of Vitalis Bishop of Antioch at the Council of

Ancyra^ proves that it was held before the year 319, which is

the year of the death of that bishop. It is, then, between

313 and 319 that it was held.* Binius^ believes he has dis-

covered a still more exact date, in the fact of the presence
of Basil Bishop of Amasia at our Synod. According to his

opinion, this bishop suffered martyrdom in 316, under the

Emperor Licinius
;
but Tillemont has proved that he was pro-

bably not martyred till 320.^

It appears from the sixth canon of Ancyra that the Council

was held, conformably to the apostolic canons, ISTo. 38(3 6), in

the fourth week after Easter. Maximin having died during
the summer of 313, the first Pentecost after his death fell in

314; and it is very probable that the Christians immediately
availed themselves of the liberty w^hich his death gave them

to come to the aid of the Church.

1 Cf. the author's article "Donatisten," in the KirclienUxlcon of Wetzer
and Welte, Bd. iii.

2 Eiiseb. Hist. Ecd. x. 3.

' Cf. the list of the members of the Council in Mansi, ii. 534
; in Hard.

i. 279.
* Cf. Tillemont, M4m. etc. vi. 85. ^ In Mansi, Collect. Condi, ii. 536.
•
Tillemont, M6moires, etc. v. 219, 220.
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This is also what the words of Eusebius clearly indicate.'

Baronius,^ Tillemont,^ Eemi Ceillier/ and others, were there-

fore perfectly right in placing the Synod of Ancyra after the

Easter which followed the death of Maximin
; consequently

in 314.

We have three lists of the bishops who were present at the

Synod of Ancyra. They differ considerably from one another.

That which, in addition to the bishops and the towns, names

the provinces,^ is evidently, as the Ballerini have shown, of

later origin : for (a) no Greek MS. contains this list
; (/3) it is

wanting in the most ancient Latin translations
; (7) the lists

of the provinces are frequently at variance with the civil

division of the province at this time. Eor instance, the list

speaks of a Galatia 'prima, of a Cappadoda prima, of a Cilicia

prima and secunda, of a Phrygia Pacatiana, all divisions which

did not then exist.® Another list of the bishops who were

present at Ancyra, but without showing the provinces, is found

in the Prisca and in the Isidorian collection. Dionysius the

Less does not give a list of the persons : one of this kind has

not, until lately, been attached to his writings.'^

In this state of things, it is evident that none of these lists

are of great value, as they vary so much from each other even

as to the number of the bishops, which is left undecided, being

put down between twelve and eighteen. In the longest list

the following names are found : Vitahs of Antioch, Agricolaus

of Cossarea in Palestine, Marcellus of Ancyra, who had become

so famous in the Arian controversy, Lupus of Tarsus, Basil of

Amasia, Philadelphius of Juliopolis in Galatia, Eustolius of

Nicomedia, Heraclius of Tela in Great Armenia, Peter of Ico-

nium, Nunechius of Laodicea in Phrygia, Sergianus of Antioch

in Pisidia, Epidaurus of Perga in Pamphilia, Narcissus of

l^eronias in Cilicia, Leontius of Caesarea in Cappadocia, Longinus
of I^eocsesarea in Pontus, Amphion of Epiphania in Cilicia,

Salamenus of Germanicia in Coelesyria, and Germanus of

1 Eiiseb. Hist. Eccl x. 3.
"

'^ Xd. an. 314, n. 77.

3 M6m. vi. 85.
"* Hist, des auteurs sacrds, iii. 713.

^ Printed in Mansi, ii. 534.

6 Cf. Ojjp. Leonis M. t. iii. p. xxii. ed. Ballerini.

''Ballerini, I.e. et p. 105, not. 1; Hard. i. 279; Mansi, ii. 527, not. 1;

Eemi Ceillier, I.e. 714.
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Xeapolis in Palestine. Several of these were present, eleven

years after, at the first Oecumenical Council of Mcsea. They

belonged, as we see, to such different provinces of Asia Minor

and Syria, that the Synod of Ancyra may, in the same sense

as that of Aries, be considered a conciliurti jplenarium, that is,

a general council of the Churches of Asia Minor and Syria.

From the fact that Vitalis of Antioch is mentioned first (primo

loco), and that Antioch was the most considerable seat of those

who were represented at Ancyra, it is generally concluded

that Vitalis presided over the Synod ;
and we admit this sup-

position, although the Libellus synodicus assigns the presidency
to Marcellus of Ancyra.^

Cax. 1.

Upecr^vrepov^ tov<; eiriOvaavTa^^ elra eTravairdXaLaavra^i firjre

eic fieOohov rivo^ aXX ej aXrjOeia^, /JLijre irpoKaTaaKevdaavra^
aX iinT7]^evaavTa<;^ ical irelcravTa^i iva Bo^coac fjuev ^aadvoi^;

o^dWeaOaiy ravra^; he tw BoKelv koI tco
a'^rjixart, irpoaa^-

vai' TOVTOvi eSo|e t^9 jxev Tifjuri'^ t?5? Kara t7]v KaOehpav [xere-

etv, irpoacpepetv Be avrov^i y ojiCkelv rj oA-w? XecTovpyelv re tcop

leparLKCJV \eLTOvp<yia)V /jltj e^elvai?
"
Priests who sacrificed (during the persecution), but after-

wards repenting, resumed the combat not only in appearance,

but in reality, shall continue to enjoy the honours of their

office, but they may neither sacrifice or preach, nor fulfil any

priestly office."

In this translation we have left out a great incidental pro-

position (from iJLi]Te 7rpoKaTaaKevdaavTa<; to Trpoaa'^OTJvai), be-

1 In Mansi, I.e. p. 539
;
Hard. v. 1499.

2 "VVe find the Greek text of the canons of Ancyra, together with the old

Latin translations by .Dionysius the Less and Isidore, in Hardouin, i. 271,

and Mansi, ii. 514 sqq. In Mansi there is also a more accurate transla-

tion by Gentianus Hervetns. The Greek text is also found in ,the mediaeval

Greek commentaries of Zonaras, Balsamon, and Aristenus, quoted by Beverid^e,

Sijnodkon, sen Pandedce canon. (Oxon. 1672), i. 375 sq. The Greek text of the

canons of Ancyra is also to be found in Bruns, Blhlioth. Eccl. i. QQ sqq.

Routh has published it in his Reluiuice sacrce, iii. 405 sqq., with notes of his

own, and of others, particularly those of Beveridge and Justell. "VVe give here

the ordinary text, and place the most important readings of Routh in brackets.

The canons of Ancyra have also been commented upon by Van Espen, Cnm-
mentar. in canones et decreta (Colon. 1755), p. 107 sq., and by Herbst in the

Tiibbiger Quartalschri/t of 1821, S. 413 sq.
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cause to be understood it requires some previous explanations.

Certain priests who had sacrificed to idols, wishing to be re-

stored to favour, performed a sort of farce to deceive the

bishop and the faithful. They bribed some officers and their

subordinates, then presented themselves before them as Chris-

tians, and pretended to submit to all kinds of tortures, which

were not really, but only apparently applied to them, accord-

ing to the plan which had been previously arranged. The

Council also says :
" Without having made any arrangements,

and without its being understood and agreed that they should

appear to submit to tortures which were only to be apparently
inflicted on them."

It was quite justifiable, and in accordance with the ancient

and severe discipline of the Church, when this Synod no longer
allowed priests, even when sincerely penitent, to discharge

priestly functions. It was for this same reason that the two

Spanish bishops Martial and Basilides were deposed, and that

the judgment given against them was confirmed in 254 by
an African synod held under S. Cyprian.^ The first canon,

together with the second and third, was inserted in the Corpus

juris can?

Qks. 2.

AiaKovov^ 6/JL0ico<; Ovaavra^;, ixera Se ravra avaircCKaia-avTa'^

TTjV fJblv aKX7)v TtfJL7]v €'^€iv,
ireTTavaOai Be avTOv<; iraarj^ r^?

ffjoa? \€iTovpyia<;, Trj<; re rod dprov rj irori^piov ava^epeiv rj

KTjpva-aeiv, el pLevroi rivh twv iinaKOTTcov tovtol<; avvtSoLev kcl-

fjLarov TLva i) TaTretvcoaiv TrpaoTrjTo^; koX ideXotev ifKelov tl 8l-

hovai Tf a(f>aLpelvy eir avToh elvai ryv e^ovaiav.
" In the same manner, the deacons who may have sacri-

ficed, but have afterwards returned to the fight, shall keep
the dignities of their office, but shall no longer fulfil any holy

function, shall no longer offer the bread and wine (to the cele-

brant or to the communicants), shall no longer preach. But

if any bishops, out of regard to their efforts (for their ardent

penitence), and to their humiliation, wish to grant them more

privileges, or to withdraw more from them, they have power
to do so."

According to this, such deacons could no longer exercise

^ See above, ch. 5. '^ 0. 32, dist. 50.
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leir ministry in the Cliurcli, but they continued their offices

almoners to the poor, and administrators of the property of

le Church, etc. etc. It is doubtful what is meant by
"
to

fer the bread and the chalice." In the primitive Church,

I. Justin^ testifies that the deacons distributed the holy
)mmunion to the laity. It is possible that the canon refers

to this distribution. Van Espen,^ however, thinks that, at

the time of the Synod, deacons no longer distributed the con-

secrated bread to the faithful, but only the chalice, according to

a prescription of the Apostolic Constitutions^ and an expression

of Cyprian ;* so that ava^dpeiv dprov fj iroTTjpiov (because

there is mention of aprop, bread) must here relate to the pre-

sentation of the bread and the chalice made by the deacon

to the bishop or priest who celebrated at the time of the

offertory. But it seems from the eighteenth canon of Mcaea,
that this primitive custom, in virtue of which deacons also

distributed the eucharistic bread as well as wine, had not

entirely disappeared at the beginning of the fourth century,

and consequently at the time of the Synod of Ancyra.
The word Kr^pvaaeiv, to proclaim, needs explanation. It

means in the first place the act of preaching ;
that is declared

to be forbidden to diaconis lapsis. But deacons had, and still

have, other things to proclaim (jcripvaaeLv). They read the

Gospel, they exclaimed : Flectamus genua, Trocedamus in pace,

Nc quis audientium, Ne quis infideliuin ;
^ and these functions

were also comprised in the Krjpvo-aecv.^

Finally, the canon directs bishops to take into considera-

tion the circumstances and the worth of the diaconi lajpsi in

adding to or deducting from the measures decreed against
them.

Can. 3.

Tov<^ (f>ev<yovTa<; koX (7vW7]<j)6evTa<; i} utto oIk€lccv irapaZo-

6evTa<; rj aXX-w? ra vTrdp'^ovra d<^aLpe6evTa<i rj vTrojielvavTa^

^aadvov^ rj et9 heafKOTTjpLov i/jLJSXrjOevTa^ ^ocovrd^ re otl €iVl

*
Apolog. i. n. 65 and 67. ^ Commentar. I.e. p. 108.

3 Lib. viii. c. 13.
* See above, the remarks on the fifteenth canon of Aries, and further on, the

eonimentary on the eighteenth canon of Niciea.
* Const. Apost. viii, 5. 6 Van Espen, l.c
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XpKTTcavol KoX ir€pLa')(ia6evTa^ (Trepto-p^e^ez^ra?) ^Vot 6t9 Tac

yelpa^ 7rpo<; filav ifjL^aWovrcov rcov ^ta^o/jievcov r) (^pwjia ri

7roo9 avdyK7]v Be^a/xivov^;, o/ioXoyovvra^; Se BloXov on elal Xpia-

riavol, Koi to irevdo^ tov (TVfjipdvTO<; del i7rtS6i,KVV/JLevov<; rfj Trdar)

KaraaroXy koI tw
o-'yrj/jLaTL

koI rfj tov jSlov TaireLvoTrjTi' tovtov<;

ci)<^ efft) dfjLapTrjfJiaTo^ 6vTa<; t»}? KOivcovia^ [xr] KcoXveadac, el he

Kol eKcoKvdrjcrav vtto tlvo<;, 7r€pL(raoTepa<; dKpc^e[a<; eveKev
rj

Kai

TLVcov dyvoia^ evQv'^ TTpoaZe'yQrivai' tovto Be ofiolco^; eirl re twv

etc TOV Kkrjpov kol tcov oKKwv TulIkcov, 7rpoae^7]Tda6r] Be KaKelvo,

el BvvavTat kol XaiKol Trj avTy avdyKy viroireaovTe^; 7rpocrdyea6ai

eh Td^LV eSo^ev ovv koI toutou? &>? firjSev rjixapTTjKOTa^;, el

KOL rj TrpoXa/Bovcra evplaKoiTO 6p9rj tov ^lov TroXtreta, irpo-^eipi-

^eadai,

"Those who fled "before persecution, but were caught, or

were betrayed by those of their own houses, or in any other

way, who have borne with resignation the confiscation of their

property, tortures, and imprisonment, declaring themselves to

be Christians, but who have subsequently been vanquished,
whether their oppressors have by force put incense into their

hands, or have compelled them to take in their mouth the

meat offered to idols, and who, in spite of this, have perse-

vered in avowing themselves Christians, and have evinced

their sorrow for what had befallen them by their dejection

and humility,
—such, not having committed any fault, are not

to be deprived of the communion of the Church
;
and if they

have been so treated by the over-severity or ignorance of

their bishop, they are immediately to be reinstated. This

applies equally to the clergy and to the laity. In the same

way it was to be inquired if the laity, to whom violence has

been used (that is to say, who have been physically obliged

to sacrifice), mnght be promoted to the ministry {jd^L^, ordo) ;

and it was decreed that, not having committed any fault (in

the case of these sacrifices), they might be elected, provided

their former life was found to be consistent."

The meaning of this canon is clear :

"
Physical constraint

relieves from responsibility." That there had been physical

constraint was proved in the following ways :
—

(a.) By the jjrevious endurance with which they had borne

confiscation, tortures, and imprisonment.
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(/3.) By this, that during their sufferings they had ahvays
eclared themselves Christians.

Among the expressions of this canon the word Trepta'^^ia--

^evTw; of the tcxtus vulgatus presents the chief difficulties.

onaras translates it thus :

"
If their clothes have been torn

om their bodies :" for
irepLa'^^i^co means to tear away, and

with TLva to tear off the clothes from any one. But the true

reading is irepta'xeOevTa'^, which Eouth has found in three

:mss. in the Bodleian Library,-^ and which harmonizes the best

with the versions of Dionysius the Less and of Isidore.^ We
have used this reading {7repia')(e6evTm) in our translation of

the canon; for
irepik-^oi means to surround, to conquer, to

subdue.

Can. 4.

TLepX Tcov 7rpo<; /Slav OvadvTwv, iirl Be tovtol^ koX tcov

heLTTvrjadvTwv eh ra eiScoXa, oaoi jjlIv dira'^oyLevoi koX
^'^(jqiiaTi

(j)atBpoTep(p dvTjXOop kol eaOrjTi, e^pijaavTO iroXvTeXeaTepa koL

fiereoT'^ov tov TrapaaKevaadevro^ Belirvov dScacpopo)';, tSo^ev evL-

avTov cLKpoaaOai, viroTreaelv Be rpla err], ev'^rj'^
Be fiovr}'; kolvco-

injaac eTi; Bvo, kol Tore ekOelv eirl to Tekecov,
" As to those who have been forced to sacrifice, and who

have besides eaten the meats consecrated to the gods (that is

to say, who have been forced to take part in the feasts off the

sacrifices), the Council decrees, that those who, being forced

to go to the sacrifice, have gone cheerfully, dressed in their

best, and shall there have eaten of it indifferently (as if

there was no difference between this and other meals), shall

remain one year amongst the audicntes (second class of

penitents), three years among the siibstrati (third class of

penitents), shall take part in the prayers (fourth class) for two

years, and then finally be admitted to the complete privileges

of the Church (to reXecov), that is, to the communion."^

Can. 5.

^'Ocroi, Bl dvrfkOov fiera ia6T]T0<; 7rev6iK7J<; kol dva7Tecr6vTe<i

e<j)a<yov fiera^v Bl' 6\r]<; t^9 dvaKklae(o<; BaKpvovTe<i, el eTrXi]-

1 Nos. 26, 158, and 625. ^
Eouth, Reliqu'm sacrce, iii. 423.

^ Cf. Suicer, ad h. v. Cf. also, on the penitential system of the primitive

Church, Binterim, Denhwurdigheiten, Bd. v. Thl. ii. S. 362 ff.
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pcocrav rov rrj<; vTroirTcoo-ecof; rpierrj '^povov, %<wpt9 irpoa^opa^

he')(6rjT(i)aaV'
el he

jult) e^ayov, Svo V7r07re(j6vre<i errj t(m rpircp

KoivcovTjadrcoa-av %ctJ/3t9 7Tpoa<f)opd<;, iva to reXeiov rfj Terpaerta

Xd^cocrt, TOV<; Be eiriaKOTTov^ i^ovaiav e^ecv top rpoirov t^?

eiTicrTpo^r}<i SoKifidaavra^ cfyLkavOpcoTreveaOai ^ irXeiova nrpocT'

TiOevai '^povov irpo iravrcov Se koI 6 Trpodjcov ^lo^ kol 6 pLera

ravra e^eTa^iaOco, kol ovtco^ rj (fxXavdpcoTTLa iinpLeTpelaOa).
"

J^evertheless, those who have appeared there (that is, at

the feast of the sacrifices) in mourning habits, who have been

full of grief during the repast, and have wept during the whole

time of the feast, shall be three years amongst the suhstrati,

and then be admitted, without taking part in the offering ;

but if they have not eaten (and have merely been present at

the feast), they are to be suhstrati for two years, and the third

year they shall take part in the offering (in the degree of the

consistentes, avaracn^i), so as to receive the complement (the

holy communion) in the fourth year. The bishops shall have

the power, after having tried the conduct of each, to mitigate
the penalties, or to extend the time of penitence ;

but they
must take care to inquire what has passed before and after

their fall, and their clemency must be exercised accordingly/'

We may see that this canon is closely allied to the pre-

ceding one, and that the one explains the other : there only

remains some obscurity arising from the expression %a)/?t9

'7rpoacj)opa<;. Aubespine thought that there is here a reference

to the offerings which were presented by penitents, in the

hope of obtaining mercy ;
but Suicer remarks-^ that it is not

so, and that the reference here is certainly to those offerings

which are presented by the faithful during the sacrifice (at

the offertory). According to Suicer, the meaning of the canon

would be :

"
They may take part in divine worship, but not

actively ;" that is,
"
they may mingle their offerings with those

of the faithful :" which corresponds with the fourth or last

degree of penitence. But as those who cannot present their

offerings during the sacrifice are excluded from the communion,

the complete meaning of this canon is :

"
They may be present

at divine service, but may neither offer nor communicate with

the faithful" Consequently %co/3t9 'jTpoa^opa<; also comprises
^
Thesaurus^ s.v. -prpoa-popei.
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the exclusion from tlie communion
;
but it does not follow

from this that Trpoacpopa means the sacrament of the altar, as

Herbst and Eouth have erroneously supposed. The eucharistic

service has, we know, two parts : it is, in the first place, a

sacrifice
;
and then, as a reception of the Lord's Supper, it

is a sacrament. And the whole act may be called Trpoa-cpopd ;

but the mere reception of the communion cannot be called

^poa<j)opd} The canon does not clearly point out the time

during which penitents were to remain in the fourth degree
of penitence, except in the case of those who had not actually

eaten of the sacrificed meats. It says, that at the end of a

year they could be received in full, that is to say, at the eucha-

ristic table. The time of penitence is not fixed for those who
had actually eaten the sacrificed meats : perhaps it was also

a year ;
or it may be they were treated according to the fourth,

canon, that is to say, reduced for two years to the fourth degree
of penitence. The penitents of the fifth canon, less culpable
than those of the fourth, are not, as the latter, condemned to

the second degree of penitence.

Can. 6.

Uepl TMV direCkfi fiovov el^dvTwv KoXdaeco^ /cat d(f)acpecreco<;

VTrap'^ovTcov ^ fieroiKia^; koX OvadvTcov koI p^^XP^ '^^^ 7rap6vT0<;

Kacpov fMT} fieTavoTjadvToov fjurjSe eTrca-TpeyfrdvTcov, vvv he Trapa
Tov Kaipov TTJc; (TVVoSov TTpoaeXOovTcov KOb eh BtdvoLav r^? eVi-

GTpo<^ri<; yevop.ivcov, eSo^e p^e^pi^ t^? jJLeydXr]^ rjixepa^; eh aKpoaaiv

ZeyQrivai, koI p^era rrjv p^ejdXrjv rjp^epav viroireaelv rpia errj koI

jiera dXka Bvo err] Koivcovrjaac %ft)pt9 irpoa^opa'^, /cat o{jrco<;

^Oelv iirl TO reXeuov, &cne ttjv iraaav e^aerlav irXrjpcbaar el

Be Tive<s irpo Trj<; crvvoEov TauTr}<; ehe')(pr](Tav eh p^erdvoiav, air

eKeivov tov ^P^^^v XeXoylo-Oao avToh ttjv dp^/j^ t?"? e^aeTia^'

el fjiivTOi KLvBuvog kol OavdTOv irpoaBoKia e/c voaov rj dXXr]<i

TCvo<; irpocpdaeo)'; o-vp-^alr), tovtov<; iirl opto Be^Ov'^dt,.

"As to those who yielded on the mere threat of punish-

ment, or of the confiscation of their property, or of exile, and who
have sacrificed, and to this day have not repented or returned,

but who on the occasion of this Synod have repented, and

shall resolve to return, it is decreed, that until the great feast
1 Cf. furtlier on, can. 16.
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(Easter) tliey shall be admitted to the degree of audientcs ;

that they shall after the great fea.?t be siibstrati for three

years ;
then that they shall be admitted, but without taking

part in the sacriiice for two years, and that then only they
shall be admitted to the full service (to the communion), so

that the whole time will be six years. For those who have

been admitted to a course of penitence previous to this Synod,
the six years will be allowed to date from the moment of

its commencement. If they were exposed to any danger, or

threatened with death following any illness, or if there was

any other important reason, they should be admitted, con-

formably to the present prescription (ppos;)."

The meaning of the last phrase of the canon is, that if the

sick regain their health, they will perform their penance,

according to w^hat is prescribed. Zonaras thus very clearly

explains this passage.-^ This canon is made intelligible by the

two preceding. A similar decision is given in the eleventh

Mcene canon.

As Wb have previously remarked (sec. 16), there is a chro-

nological signification in the expression
"
till the next Easter,"

compared with that of
"
the six years shall be accomplished."

According to the thirty-sixth (thirty-eighth) apostolic canon,

a synod was to be held annually in the fourth week after

Easter. If, then, a penitent repented at the time of the synod,
and remained among the audientes till the next Easter, he had

done penance for nearly a year. And adding three years for

the degree of the suhstratio, and two for the last degree, the

six years were completed. It is then with good reason that

we have deduced from the sixth canon that the Council of

Ancyra was held shortly after Easter, and very probably in

the fourth week after this feast, that is, in the time prescribed

by the apostolic canons.^

Can. 7.

Il€pl Tcbv crvveaTiadevTcov iv koprfj idvcKrj iv tottg) a<^(Dpi(T-

fjiiva T0t9 iOvLKOL<;, tSta jSpoo/jbaTa iTrcKopLto-a/jLevcvv koX (payovrcov,

eSo^e SLertav {j7ro7r€a6vTa<; Be'^OrjvuL' To Be el
'^pi] /jLera T7J<;

* In Bevereg. Synodicon, i. 380. This condition was also imposed "by the

Council of Orange in 441, can. 3
;
in Hard. i. 1784.

* This sentence is added from the French translation.
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7rpoa^opa<; e/cacrrov rcov iiriorKoiraiv So/ci/jbdaat koI top aXkov

^lov i(j>
e/cdarov d^icocrac.

"As to those who, during a heathen festival, have seated

themselves in the locality appointed for that festival, and have

hrought and eaten, their food there, they shall be two years

substratij and then admitted. As to the question of their

admission to the offering, each bishop shall decide thereon,

taldng into consideration the whole life of each person."

Several Christians tried, with worldly prudence, to take a

middle course. On the one hand, hoping to escape persecution,

they were present at the feasts of the heathen sacrifices, which

were held in the buildings adjoining the temples ;
and on the

other, in order to appease their consciences, they took their

own food, and touched nothing that had been offered to the

gods. These Christians forgot that S. Paul had ordered^ that

meats sacrificed to the gods should be avoided, not because

they wpre tainted in themselves, as the idols were nothing,

but from another, and in fact a twofold reason : 1st, Because,

in partaking of them, some had still the idols in their hearts,

that is to say, were still attached to the worship of idols, and

thereby sinned
;
and 2dly, Because others scandalized their

brethren, and sinned in that way. To these two reasons a

third may be added, namely, the hypocrisy and the duplicity

of those Christians who wished to appear heathens, and never-

theless to remain Christians. The Synod punished them with

two years of penance in the third degree, and gave to each

bishop the right, at the expiration of this time, either to admit

them to communion, or to make them remain some time longer
in the fourth degree.

Can. 8.

01 he Bevrepov Koi Tplrov Ovaavre^ fiera /Sia^ rerpaeTiav

VTroireaircoaav, hvo Be err) %ft)/ok irpoa^opm KOLVCovrjo-draaav,

Kal TO) e/SBofxo) reXe/a)? he'^O/jTcoo-av,
" Those who, being compelled, have sacrificed two or three

times, shall remain suhstrati for four years ; they shall take

part in the worship, without presenting any offering, for two

years (as consistentes of the fourth degree) ;
the seventh they

shall be admitted to the communion."
^ 1 Cor. viii.

O,
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Can. 9.

"Ocrot Se fir) fiovov aTrearrjcrav aXXa Koi eTravea-Trja-av koI

Tjvar^Kaaav ahe\<^ov<; koX ainoc iyevovro rod avayKaa6rjvaL, ovtol

€T7j fjuev Tpia top Trj<; aKpod(7eco<i Se^daOcoaav tottov, iv 8e aXkri

k^aerla top tt)? inT07rTcoa€co<;, oKKov Se ivcavrov KOivcovrjcrdrooa-av

^ft)pi9 irpoa^opa^, ha ttjv ZeKaeTiav irXrjpcoaavre'; rov reXelov

/jLerdo-^cDcrLV'
iv /xivTOL tovto) tw %/3oz^« koi tov aXKov aurcov

iTTLTTipelaOaL ^lov.
" Those who have not only apostatized, but have become

the enemies of their brethren, and have compelled them (to

apostasy), or have been the cause of the constraint put upon

them, shall remain for three years among the audientes (second

degree), then six years with the substrati; they shall then

take part in the worship, without offering (in quality of con-

sistentes), for one year ;
and not until the expiration of ten

years shall they receive full communion (the holy Eucharist).

Their conduct during all this time shall also be watched."
^

Can. 10.

AiaKovoL oaoi KaOldTavTai, irap avrrjv ttjv KardaTaaiv el

ifxapTvpavTO koI e^aaav '^(^prjvaL fyajjurjo-ac, pbrj Swd/juevoL ovrco^

fievecv, ovTOi /Jbera ravra <yafjb-)](TavT6<i earcoaav iv rfj vTrrjpeala

Sea TO iirLTpairrivai avTov<; vtto tov iTTidKoirov tovto Se et

TLve^ aico7n]cravT6<; kol KaTaSe^d/juevoi, iv Trj '^eLpoTOVta fxeveLv

ovTW^ fi6Ta Tama rfkOov iirl fydfiov, Treiravadau avTOV^ t?}?

BtaKOVLa<;.
"
If deacons, at the time of their appointment (election),

declare that they must marry, and that they cannot lead a

celibate life, and if accordingly they marry, they may continue

in their ministry, because the bishop (at the time of their

institution) gave them leave to marry ;
but if at the time of

their election they have not spoken, and have agreed in

taking holy orders to lead a celibate life, and if later they

marry, they shall lose their diaconate."

This canon has been inserted in the Cor;pus juris canonici?

1 Cf. tlie observations on the fourtli canon.

2C. 8, dist. 28. Cf. Van Espen, Comment. I.e. p. 112; Herbst, TuUnger

Quartalschrift, 1821, S. 423, and our observations on the history of Paphnutius

at the Council of Nicsea.
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Can. 11.

Ta? ixvr)(7T€v66L<Ta^ Kopa^; koX fjuera ravra vtt aXkwv dpira-

ryelaaf; eSo^ev anrohihoaOai rot? TTpoixvr}(7Tevaafxevoi<;, el koI ^lav

vir avTCtiv nrdOoiev.

" Damsels who are betrothed, who are afterwards carried off

by others, shall be given back to those to whom they are

betrothed, even when they have been treated with violence."

This canon treats only of betrothed women (by the sponsalia

de futuro), not of those who are married (by the sponsalia de

prcescnti). In the case of the latter there would be no doubt

as to the duty of restitution. The man who was betrothed

was, moreover, at liberty to receive his affianced bride who
had been carried off, or not. It was thus that S. Basil had

already decided in canon 2 2 of his canonical letter to Amphi-
lochius.-^

Can. 12.

Tov<^ irpo Tov ^aiTT 1(7[laTo^ TeOvicoTm kcu fierd ravra ffairria--

6evra<; eBo^ev 6t9 rd^LV TTpodyeadac (o<s diroXovaajxevov^.
' Those who have sacrificed to the gods before their bap-

tism, and who have afterwards been baptized, may be promoted
to holy orders, as (by baptism) they are purified from all their

former sins."

This canon does not speak generally of all those who sacri-

'ficed before baptism ;
for if a heathen sacrificed before having

embraced Christianity, he certainly could not be reproached
for it after his admission. It was quite a different case with

a catechumen, who had already declared for Christianity, but

•who during the persecution had lost courage, and sacrificed.

Iln this case it might be asked whether he could still be ad-

mitted to the priesthood. The Council decided that a baptized
catechumen could afterwards be promoted to holy orders.^

The fourteenth canon of Nicsea also speaks of the catechu-

Imens who have committed the same fault.

Can. 13.

Xft)p€7rtcr«07rou? pur] e^elvai 7rp6a/3vrepov<; tj SiaK6vov<; %6fc/90-

rovelv, dWd prjhe 7rpea^vr€pov<; 7r6\€co<;, %a)pt9 rod iirLrpairr^vai

mo rov liTLGKO'TTov p.erd ypapiudrwv iv erepa TrapoiKia.
1 Cf. Van Esjen, Ic. p. 113. 2 cf. Van Espen, Ic. p. 113.
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The literal translation of the Greek text is as folloAVS :
—

"
It is not permitted to the chorepiscopi to ordain priests

and deacons
;
neither is this permitted to the priests of the

towns in other parishes (dioceses) without the written autho-

rity of the bishop of the place."

In our remarks on the fifty-seventh canon of the Council of

Laodicea, where it is forbidden to appoint cJiorejnscojn (or

country bishops) for the future, we shall explain what must

be understood by this office, which is here mentioned for the

first time. Compare also the eighth and tenth canons of the

Synod of Antioch in 341, and the second proposition of the

sixth canon of the Council of Sardica. If the first part of the

thirteenth canon is easy to understand, the second, on the con-

trary, presents a great difficulty ;
for a priest of a town could

not in any case have the power of consecrating priests and

deacons, least of all in a strange diocese. Many of the most

learned men have, for this reason, supposed that the Greek

text of the second half of the canon, as we have read it, is

incorrect or defective."^ It wants, say they, iroieiv rt, or aliqiiid

agere, i.e. to complete a religious function. To confirm this sup-

position, they have appealed to several ancient versions, espe-

cially to that of Isidore : sed nee presbyteris civitatis sine episcopi

prmccpto amplius aliquid imperare, vel sine auctoritate literarum

ejus in unaquaque (some read ev etcdcrrrj instead of iv eTepa)

parochia aliquid agere. The ancient Eoman MS. of the canons.

Codex canonum, has the same reading, only that it has ^:)ro-

vincia instead of parochia? Fulgentius Ferrandus, deacon of

Carthage, who long ago made a collection of canons,^ translates

in the same way in his Brcviatio canonum : TJt presbyteri civi-

tatis sine jussu episcopi nihil juheant, nee in imaquaque parochia

aliquid agant. Van Espen has explained this canon in the

same way.
Ptouth has given another interpretation.* He maintainec

that there was not a word missing in this canon, but that al

the commencement one ought to read, according to severa

^ Cf. Bevereg. Synodicum, ii., Append, p. 177
;
Yan Espen, I.e. p. 113.

2 In the edition of the Ballerini of the works of S. Leo, iii. 110 sq^.

3
Fulgentius Ferrandus, ssec. 6.

*
HellquicB sacrcB, iii. 432 sq.
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Jiss., 'X(ope'iTL(7K0'K0L<;
in the dative, and further down aXKa fjurjv

fjL7]B6 instead of dWa firj^e, then irpeaPvTepov^ (in the accusa-

tive) TToXeftj?, and finally eKda-Trj instead of eripa ;
and that we

must therefore translate,
"
CJiorcpiscojpi are not permitted to

consecrate priests and deacons (for the country), still less {dXKa

fjLrjv fiTjhe) can they consecrate priests for the town without the

consent of the bishop of the place." The Greek text, thus

modified according to some MSS., especially those in the Bod-

leian Library, certainly gives a good meaning. Still dXXa jjurjv

fi7]Se does not mean, hict still less : it means, hut certainly not,

which makes a considerable difference.

Besides this, it can very seldom have happened that the

clwrepiscopi ordained priests and deacons for a town
;
and if so,

they were already forbidden (implicite) in the first part of the

canon.

Can. 14.

^^L Tov<; ev Kkrjpco irpea^vrepov^ rj hiaKovov^ ovra^ kol
dTre')(0}JLevov%

^Ktpethv eBo^ev ec^dirreadai, kol ovto)<;, el ^ovXotvro, Kparelv eavrcoV

el Be ^ovkoiVTO (^BeXvaa-ocvTo), w? fi7)Be ra fjuera Kpecov ^aWo'
fieva Xd-^ava eaOieiv, kol el firj vireiKOtev tu> Kavovi, ireiravadai,

at'Tov<; Trj<; Td^e(o<;,
" Those priests and clerks who abstain from eating meat

ought (during the love-feasts) to eat it (taste it) ;
but they may,

if they will, abstain from it (that is to say, not eat it). If they
disdain it (^BeXvcrcroLVTo), so that they will not eat even

vegetables cooked with meat, and if they do not obey the

present canon, they are to be excluded from the ranks of the

clergy."

The fifty-second apostolic canon had already promulgated
the same law with reference to the false Gnostic or Manichean

asceticism, which declared that matter was satanic, and especi-

ally flesh and wine. Zonaras has perceived and pointed out that

our canon treated of the agapce, or love-feasts, of the primitive

Christians.-^ He shows, besides, that e^dirTeaOai means, to

touch the meats, in the same sense as dircyeveaOav, to taste.

Matthceus Blastares^ agrees with Zonaras. Finally, Eouth
has had the credit of contributing to the explanation of this

1 in Berereg. I.e. i. 390.
*
Syntarjm. lit. B, c. 9, p. 55.
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canon/ inasmuch as, relying on three MSS., the Collectio of John

of Antioch and the Latin versions, he has read el Be l3Be\v(7'

aoLVTo instead of el Ze /SovXoivto, which has no meaning here.

If jBovXoivro is to be preserved, we mnst, with Beveridge, insert

the negation fxrj. But the reading ^heXva-aoivTo has still in

its favour that the fifty-second apostolic canon, just quoted,

and which treats of the same question, has the expression

/3Se\vo-a6/jLevo<; in the same sense as our canon. Let us add

that Kparelv eavrcov ought to he taken in the sense of iyKpareiv,

that is, to abstain.

Can. 15.

Ilepl T(ov Sta^epovTcov tm KvpiaKw, oaa eTnaKOTrov firj

ovTO^ irpea^vTepoi iircoXrjo-av, ava^aXela^ai, (avaKaXelcrOaC) to

KVpiaKov, ev he rfj Kplaei tov einaKoirov elvai, elirep irpoarjKet,

airoXajBelv ttjv tl/jltjv etre kol
fjurj,

Bta to iroXXdKL<; tt^v eiaoBov

(TTpoaoSov) Tcov TreTTpafxivcov airoBeBcoKevaL avTOL<; tovtol'^ TcXei-

OVa T7)V TlfMljv.
"
If the priests, during the vacancy of an episcopal see,

have sold anything belonging to the Church,^ she (the

Church) has the right to reclaim it (avaKaXelaOaC) ;
and it is

for the bishop to decide whether they (the buyers) are to

receive the price given for the purchase, seeing that often the

temporary use of the article sold to them has been worth more

than the price paid for it."

If the purchaser of ecclesiastical properties has realized

more by the temporary revenue of such properties than the

price of the purchase, the Synod thinks there is no occasion

to restore him this price, as he has already received a suffi-

cient indemnity from the revenue, and as, according to the

rules then in force, interest drawn from the purchase money
was not permitted.^ Besides, the purchaser had done wrong
in buying ecclesiastical property during the vacancy of a see

{sede vacante). Beveridge and Eouth have shown that in the

text avaKoXelaOau and irpoaohov must be read.'*

^
Reliquice sacrce, iii. 440.

2
Kvpiaxov, that is, the Church, or the property of the Church. Cf. Suicer,

Thesaurus, s. h. v.

3
Herbst, Tilbinger Qiiartalsclirift, 1S21, S. 430. ^

*
Routh, JReliqu'.ce sacrce, iii. 441 f.
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Can. 16.

Hepl Twv aXoyevaafjievcov 97 koI aXoyevo/Jievcov, octol irpiv

eiKoa-aereU yeveaOau ij/juapTOV, irevre kol BeKa ereatv viroTreaov-

re? KOivcovia^ rvy^avercocrav t^9 et? ra? 'Trpoaev)(a^, elra iv rfj

KOLVcovla BiareXio-avre^; err] irevre, Tore kol t?}? irpoo-cj^opd'^

i(j)a7rT6aO(ji)crav' i^era^eadco Be avrcov kol 6 iv rfj vTroTrrcoaeo

Plo^, Kol ouTOJ? Tvy)(aveT(0(7av Tr]<; (fnXavOpcoTrla^;' el Se Ti,ve<^

KaTaK6p(i)<; iv rot? d/iapTy/jiaat yeyovaao, rrjv [laKpav iykrwaav
viroTTTCoaLV' oaoi he v7repl3dvTe<^ rrjv rfkiKtav ravrijv Kac yvvaiKa'i

€^ovTe<; TrepcTreTTTcoKaa-i,
tq) d/jLaprrj/jLarc, irevre koI eUoat, errj

viroireaeTCOcTav koX KOLVcovLa<i Tvy')(aveTwaav rr]<; €l<; Td<^ TTpoa-

ev^d^, elra iKTeXeaavTe^; irevre errj iv rfj KOLvcovta rwv evywv

Tvyyaverwcrav t^? 7rpoa(j)opd<;' el Be Tive<; kol <yvvalK.a<^ €^ovre<^

KOL vTTep(3dvre<; rov TrevrrjKovraerr} '^povov T^jjuaprov, iirl rfj i^oSo)

rod ^Lov rvy^avercoaav rrj<; KOivcovLa<;.

/
" Those who have been or are now guilty of lying with

beasts, supposing they are not twenty years old when they
commit this sin, shall be suhstrati for fifteen years; they
shall then be allowed to join in the prayers for five years

(and will consequently live in the fourth degree of peni-

tence) ;
and after that time they may assist at the holy

sacrifice. An examination must also be made of their con-

duct while they were suhstrati, and also notice taken of the

lives they led. As for those who have sinned immoderately
in this way (i.e. who have for a long time committed this sin),

they must undergo a long suhstratio (no allowance will be

made in their case). Those who are more than twenty, and

have been married, and have nevertheless fallen into this sin,

shall be allowed to share in the prayers only after a suhstratio

of twenty-five years ;
and after five years' sharing in the

prayers, they shall be allowed to assist at the holy sacrifice.

If married men more than fifty years old fall into this sin,

they shall receive the communion only at the end of their lives."

On the expressions suhstrati, participation m prayers and in

the sacrifice, cf. the remarks above on canons 4 and 5.

Can. 17.

Tou9 aXoyevaafievov^ kuI XeTTpov^ ovra^rjroL \e'irpw(Tavra^,roV'

Tou? TTpocrera^ev r) dyla avvoBo^ eh Tou? '^eLfjLa^o/JLevov<i ev^eadai,.
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It is not easy to give the real meaning of this canon. It

may perhaps mean :

" Those who have committed acts of

bestiality, and, being lepers themselves, have now
(tjtol)

made others so, must pray among the. x^ifxa^oiievoi^y Others

translate it :

" Those who have committed acts of bestiality,

and are or have been lepers (\€7rpooaavTa<;, i.e. having been

leprous), shall pray among the
'x^6Lfjia^ofjL6vot,<;J'

This last

translation seems to us inexact; for \67rpooaavTa<; does not

come from \e7rpdc0, but from Xeirpoco, which has a transitive

meaning, and signifies
"
to make leprous."

^ But even if we

adopt the former translation without hesitation, it is still asked

if the leprosy of which the canon speaks is the malady known

by that name, and which lepers could communicate to others

especially by cohabitation
;
or if it means spiritual leprosy,

sin, and especially the sin of bestiality, and its wider exten-

sion by bad example. Van Espen thinks that the canon

unites the two ideas, and that it speaks of the real leprosy

caused precisely by this bestial depravity.'^ By the word

')(eiiia^6pi€voL
some understand those possessed. This is the

view of Beveridge and Eouth.^ Others, particularly Suicer,

think that the Council means by it penitents of the lowest

degree, the flcntes, who had no right- to enter the church, but

remained in the porch, in the open air, exposed to all incle-

mencies
(xeofj'oov),

and who must ask those who entered the

church to intercede for them.*

As, however, the possessed also remained in the porch, the

generic name of
'x^eifjia^ofievoo

was given to all who were

there, i.e. who could not enter the church. We may there-

fore accept Suicer's explanation, with whom agree Van Espen,

Herbst, etc. Having settled this point, let us return to

the explanation of \e7rpa. It is clear that XeTrpcoaavTat;

cannot possibly mean "
those who have been lepers ;" for

there is no reason to be seen why those who were cured of

that malady should have to remain outside the church among

^ Tlie intransitive verb Xscr/iaw -would make its participle ?.iTp^a-avras.
2 Comment. I.e. p. 116.
2
Bevereg. t. ii. Append, p. 72, in tlie notes to can. 11 of the Council of

Kicsea, printed also by Eouth, Bcliq. sacr. iii. 490, of. ibid. 444.
*
Suicer, Thesaurvs, s.v. x^^tfia'^ofx.ivot.
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the flcntes. Secondly, it is clear that the words "keirpov^

ovra^, etc., are added to give force to the expression akoyev-

<TdfjL€voL The preceding canon had decreed different penalties

for different kinds of aXoyevcrdfjievoL But that pronounced by
canon 17 being much severer than the preceding ones, the

aXoyev(7d/jL6voL of this canon must be greater sinners than

those of the former one.// This greater guilt cannot consist

in the fact of a literal leprosy ;
for this malady was not a

consequence of bestiality. But their sin was evidently greater

when they tempted others to commit it. It is therefore

\eirpa in the figurative sense that we are to understand;
and our canon thus means :

" Those who were spiritually

leprous through this sin, and tempting others to commit it

made them leprous."

Can. 18.

Et TLve^ inrla-KOTTOL KaraaTaOevre^ .koI
/jltj Se^^ei/re? vtto t^9

*7rapoLKLa<; iK6LV'r]<;, et? rjv wvo/JbdaOrjaav, eTepai<^ PovXoivro irapoi-

KiaLf; iiTLevaL kol ^id^eaOai Tom Ka6earcoTa<^ koX ardaeL<; Kivelv

Kar avTMV, tovtov^ d^opl^eaOau' eav fievroi ^ovXotvro eh to

TTpecFpVTepiov KaOe^eaOai, evOa rjorav irporepov Trpeor/SvrepoL, jult)

diroPdWeaOai avTOv<; r^? TLfi7]<;' eav Be BiaaTaaid^waL irpo^

rov^ Ka6eaT03Ta<^ exec eTnaKoirov';, d^aipelcrOai avTOU<i koI rrjv

rcfjLTjv Tov TTpeo-jBvreplov koX ylveaOa avTov<; etCKrjpvKTov^.
"
If bishops, when elected, but not accepted by the parish

for which they are nominated, introduce themselves into other

parishes, and stir up strife against the bishops who are there

instituted, they must be excommunicated. But if they (who
are elected and not accepted) wish to live as priests in those

places where they had hitherto served as priests, they need

not. lose that dignity. But if they stir up discord against the

bishop of the place, they shaU be deprived of their presbyterate,
and be shut out from the Church."

As long as the people collectively had a share in the elec-

tion of bishops, it often happened in the primitive Church that

a bishop, regularly elected, was either expelled or rejected by
a rising of the people.-^ Even although, at the time of his

election, the majority were in his favour, yet the minority often

put a stop to it; just as we saw in 1848 and 1849, how a
^ Van Espen, Comment. I.e. p 117, and Jus Eccles. pars i. tit. 13, c. 1.
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very small minority t3rrannized over whole towns and countries,

and even drove out persons who displeased them. The thirty-

fifth apostolical canon (thirty-sixth or thirty-seventh according
to other reckonings) and the eighteenth of Antioch (a.d. 341)

spoke also of such bishops driven from their dioceses.

When one of these bishops tried by violence or by treachery
to drive a colleague from his see, and to seize upon it, he was

to incur the penalty of acpopl^eadai. Van Espen understood

by that, the deprivation of his episcopal dignity;^ but the

a^opL(T/io^ of the ancient Church signified more than that : it

signified excommunication, at least the minor excommunica-

tion, or exclusion from the communion of the Church.^

But the canon adds, if a bishop not accepted by his Church

does not make these criminal attempts, but will live modestly

among the priests of his former congregation, he can do so, and
" he shall not lose his dignity." Is it here a question of the

title and dignity of a bishop, but without jurisdiction; or

does the word tl/jltj signify here only the rank of a priest ?

Dionysius the Less (Exiguus) has taken it in the latter sense,

and translated it,
"
If they will, as presbyters, continue in the

order of the priesthood
"

{si vohoerint in jpresbyterii ordine ut

presbyteri residere). The Greek commentators Zonaras^ and

others have taken it in the same sense. This canon was added

to the Corp.jur. can. (c. 6, dist. 92).

Can. 19.
*'

0(701 irapOevtav eTrcvyyeWofjievoL dOerovai rrjv iirayyeXiav, tov

Tcbv Styd/jbwv opov iicifkripovTwaav. Td^; pbivTOi avvep'^ojiha^

irapOevov^ tloIv «w9 dhek<^a<^ eKcckvaafJuev,
" All who have taken a vow of virginity, and have broken

that vow, are to be considered as bigamists (literally, must

submit to the decrees and prescriptions concerning bigamists).

We also forbid virgins to live as sisters with men."

The first part of the canon regards all young persons
—men

as well as women—who have taken a vow of virginity, and

who, having thus, so to speak, betrothed themselves to God,

are guilty of a quasi bigamy in violating that promise. They

1
Commentarius, I.e. p. 117. ^ Cf. Suicer, Thesaurus, s.v. u(popi^u.

•In Bever. I.e. t. i. p. 395. Cf. Van Espen, Comm. I.e. p. 117.
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must therefore incur the punishment of "bigamy (successiva).

which, according to S. Basil the Great/ consisted in one year's

seclusion. This canon, which Gratian adopted (c. 24, causa 27,

qusest. 1), speaks only of the violation of the vow by a lawful

marriage, whilst the thirteenth canon of Elvira speaks of those

who break their vow by incontinence. In the second part the

canon treats of the (TvvelcraKTOL. On this point we refer to

our remarks on the third canon of Nica^a, and on the twenty-
seventh of Elvira.

Can. 20.

^Edv TLV0<; yvvT) iJbOL')(ev6fj rj /jLOL'^evarj tl^;, iv eiTTa ereao Bok€l

(Set) avTov Tov TeKetov ru^elv Kara tov^ ^a6fJL0v<; tov<; Trpo-

dyovTa<;.
" If any one has violated a married woman, or has broken

the marriage bond, he must for seven years undergo the diffe-

rent degrees of penance, at the end of which he will be ad-

mitted into the communion of the Church."

The simplest explanation of this canon is, "that the man
or woman who has violated the marriage bond shall undergo
a seven years' penance ;

"
but many reject this explanation,

because the text says avrov rv^eiv^ and consequently can refer

only to the husband. Eleury and Eouth^ think the canon

speaks, as does the seventieth of Elvira, of a woman who has

broken the marriage tie with the knowledge and consent of

her husband. The husband would therefore in this case be

punished for this permission, just as if he had himself com-

mitted adultery. Van Espen has given another explanation :

" That he who marries a woman already divorced for adultery
is as criminal as if he had himself committed adultery."

^ But

this explanation appears to us more forced than that already

given ;
and we think that the Greek commentators Balsanion

and Zonaras were right in giving the explanation we have

offered first as the most natural. They think that the Synod

punished every adulterer, whether man or woman, by a seven

years' penance. There is no reason for making a mistake

*
Basilius, ad Amphilocli.y 3d vol. of the Bened. ed. of his works, p. 272. Cf.

our remarks on the third and seventh canons of Neocsesarea.
2
Routh, Eeliq. sacr. iii. 447; Fleiiry, Hist. Eccl. t. ii. liv. x. § 16.

• Commeniar. I.e. p. 118.
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because only the word avrov occurs in the passage in which

the penalty is fixed
;
for avrov here means the guilty party,

and applies equally to the woman and the man : besides, in

the preceding canon the masculine oaoi iirayyeWofjievoL includes

young men and young women also. It is probable that the

Trullan Synod of 692, in forming its eighty-seventh canon,
had in view the twentieth of Ancyra. The sixty-ninth canon

of Elvira condemned to a lighter punishment—only five years
of penance

—him who had been only once guilty of adultery.

Can. 21.

Ilepl Tcov yvvaiKtov Toi)V eKiropvevovawv koX avacpovacov ra

yevvcofjieva koX aTTouSa^ovacov (pOopia iroLetv 6 puev Trporepo? o/)09

/jLe'^pt(; e^oBov iKcoXvaev, kol tovtco avvTiOevrai' (^CkavOpwiro-

Tepov he Ti €vp6vT€<; oiplaafiev BeKaerrj '^ovov Kara tou? paOfioi)^

Tov^ dypta/jLevov^ (adde irXrjpooo-at).
" Women who prostitute themselves, and who kill the chil-

dren thus begotten, or who try to destroy them when in their

wombs, are by ancient law excommunicated to the end of

their lives. We, however, have softened their punishment,
and condemned them to the various appointed degrees of

penance for ten years."

The sixty-third canon of Elvira had forbidden the com-

munion to be administered to such women even on their

death-beds; and this was the canon which the Synod of

Ancyra had probably here in view.-^ The expression koI

TovT(p avvrlOevTai, is vague : rivh may be understood, and it

might be translated,
" and some approve of this severity ;" or

we might understand at, and translate with Eouth,^
" The same

punishment will be inflicted on those who assist in causing

miscarriages :" the words then mean,
" and those who assist

them." We think, however, the first explanation is the easier

and the more natural. Gentianus Hervetus and Van Espen
have adopted it, translating thus : et ei quidam assentienticr.^

Can. 22.

Ilepl efcovcTLcov (povcov, vTroTriTrreTcocrav fxev, rov Se rekelov ev

Ta> reXet rov (Biov Kara^LouaOcoaav.

1 Yan Espen, I.e. p. 119. 2 i^, p. 447 sq.
"
Cf. Mansi, ii. 519

;
Yan Espen, Com. p. 119.



Î̂H SYNOD OF ANCYEA. 221

^B "As to wilful murderers, tliey must be suMrati, and

^allowed to receive the communion only at the end of their life."

H Can. 23.

^B ^Eirl dKovcTLwv (povcov, 6 jMEv irp6T€po<; opo^ 6V eTTTaeria

^B KeXevet rov TeXeiov
fi6Ta(r')(^£LV

Kara rov^ aypta/jievov^ /3a6fiov<;'

^^B o 3e B€VT€po<; Tov Trevjaerr] '^povov irKT^poia-aL.

^B
" As to unpremeditated murder, the earlier ordinance

^^ allowed communion (to the homicide) at the end of a seven

years' penance ;
the second required only five years."

Of the first and second ordinances referred to in this canon

nothing further is known -^ as to the terms opo<^, rekeiov, and

^aOfjLol, see the canons of Ancyra already explained.

Can. 24.

Ol KaTafiavTevofievoi, koI Tal<; avvrjOeiat^; rcov y^povwv (eOvwv)

e^aKo\ov6ovvT€<; t) elo-d<yovTe<; nva^ eh tov<; eavrcov oI'kov^; iirl

dvevpeaeb ^apjxaKeiwv rj koX KaOdpaei,, viro tov Kavova ttltt-

rercoaav t?}? Trevraeria^ Kara tov<; ^adfiov^; d>pLo-fi€vov^, rpia

6777 VTroTTTcocreco^; Koi Svo err] ev^rj^; ')((op\'i irpocr^opd^.
" Those who foretell the future, and follow pagan customs,

or admit into their houses people (magicians) in order to

discover magical remedies, or to perform expiations, must be

sentenced to a five years' penance, to three years of suhstrafio,

and to two years of attendance at prayers without the sacri-

fice (non-communicating attendance)."

We must refer to the explanations we have given under

canon 4 on the different degrees of penance. It has long

been known (as witnesses we have the old Greek commenta-

tors Balsamon and Zonaras,^ and the old Latin interpreters

Dionysius the Less and Isidore, confirmed by Eouth^) that

the correct reading is iOvcov instead of
^(^povoiv.

The canon

threatens equally diviners and those who consult them and

summon them to their houses to prepare magical remedies and

perform expiations.

Can. 25.

Mv7]aTevcrdfjL€v6<; t£9 Kopijv 7rpo(T€(p6dp7) tj} d^eX^rj avT7j<;, &)?

Kal iTTKpopeaao avW]V' ejrjfjie 8e ttjv /jbVTjarrjv /lera ravra, 7} he

1 Van Espen, I.e. p. 120.
2 j^ Bev. I 399.

^
Eonth, Reliq^. sacr, iii. 449.
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<j)6aoei(Ta airri'y^aTO' ol avvei^ore^ iKekevaOif^crav iv EeKaerla

Beydrjvai, €t9 tov? aweaiSiTaf; Kara Toix; aypia/Jbivov; ^aO/iou^;.
"A certain person who had betrothed himself to a girl, had

connection with her sister, so that she became pregnant : he

then married his betrothed, and his sister-in-law hanged her-

self. It was determined that all his accomplices should be ad-

mitted among the sistentes
(i.e.

to the fourth degree of penance),
after passing through the appointed degrees for ten years."

The Council here decides, as we see, a particular case

which was submitted to it
;
and it condemned not only the

particular offender, but all the accomplices who had assisted

him to commit the crime, who had advised him to leave her

he had seduced, and to marry her sister, or the like. The

punishment inflicted was very severe, for it was only at the

end of ten years (passed in the three first degrees of penance)
that the offenders were admitted to the fourth degree. It is

not stated how long they were to remain in that degree
before admission to the communion. The Greek verb

tt/joo--

(pdelpofiat generally means,
"
to do anything to one's hurt :"

joined to ryvvacKi or some other similar word, it has the mean-

ing we have given it. We have rendered aTrtjj^aro by
"
hanged herself ;" we ought, however, to note that amopiyoa

signifies every kind of suicide.

Sec. 17. Bynod of Neoccesarea (314-325).

According to the title which the ancient Greek MSS. give
to the canons of the Synod of iKTeocaesarea in Cappadocia,
this Synod was held a little later than that of Ancyra, but

before that of Mcaea.-^ The names of the bishops who assisted

at it seem to furnish a second chronological support to this

view. They are for the most part the same as those who are

named at the Council of Ancyra, Vitalis of Antioch at their

head (the Lihelhis Synodicus reckons twenty-four of them) ;
but

neither the Greek MSS. nor Dionysius the Less have these

names. Tillemont^ and other writers have for this reason

^ Cf. on this point tlie Essay of the Ballerini in their ed. of the works of S.

Leo, t. iii, p. xxii. c. 4.

2
Memoires, etc. vi. 86, ed. Brux. 1732, under the art. JS. VUale. Cf. Van

Espen, Com. I.e. p. 121 sqq.
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raised doubts as to the historical value of these lists, and the

brothers Ballerini have not hesitated to disallow their authen-

ticity. It remains, however, an incontestable fact, that the

Synod of Neocsesarea took place at about the same time as

that of Ancyra, after the death of Maximin the persecutor of

the Christians (313), and before the Synod of Nicsea (325).

Ordinarily the same date is assigned to it as to that of

Ancyra, 314 or 315
;
but to me it seems more probable that

it took place several years later, because there is no longer

any question about the lapsed. The Synod of Ancyra had

devoted no fewer than ten canons (1-9 and 12) to this

subject, as a persecution had then just ceased
;
the Synod of

^Neocsesarea did not touch on these matters, probably because

at the time when it assembled the lapsed had abeady received

their sentence, and there were no more measures necessary to

be taken on that subject. The Lihellus Synodicus, it is true,

states that the Synod of (Neo) Csesarea occupied itself with

those who had sacrificed to the gods or abjured their religion,

or had eaten of sacrifices offered to idols, and during the

persecution ;^ but the canons of the Council say not a word

of them. It is probable that the late and very inaccurate

Libellus Synodicus
^

confounded, on this point, the Synod of

Neocaesarea with that of Ancyra. It has, without any

grounds, been alleged that the canons of Neocaisarea which

spoke of the lapsi have been destroyed.^

Can. 1.

npeo-jSvrepo^ iav y^fiy, t^9 rafea)? avTov fieTariOecrOai, iav

he TTopvevay rj fioL')(evarj, e^wOeladat, avTov rekeov koI dyea6ai,

avTov ek fierdvoLav.
"
If a priest marry, he shall be removed from the ranks of

the clergy ;
if he commit fornication or adultery, he shall be

excommunicated, and shall submit to penance."
The meaning is as follows :

"
If a priest marry after ordi-

nation, he shall be deposed from his priestly order, and

reduced to the communio laicalis; if he is guilty of fornica-

tion or adultery, he must be excommunicated, and must pass
1 In Hard. v. 1499

; Mansi, ii. 551. 2 gee above, § 1.
' Remi Ceillier, I.e. p. 722 sq.; Migue, Diet, des Conciles, ii. 64.
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tliroiTgli all the degrees of penance in order to regain com-

munion with the Church." We have seen above, in canon

1 of Ancyra, that in one case deacons were allowed to marry
after ordination,

—
namely, when they had announced their

intention of doing so at the time of their election. In the

case of priests neither the Council of Ancyra nor that of

Neocsesarea made any exception. This first canon has been

inserted in the Cor'p. jur. can}

Can. 2.

Tvvrj iav ry^fJLTjraL Bvo a8eX,(^ot9, i^coOelcrdco fJ^^XP^ Oavdrov,

irXrjV ev Tw Oavdrw, Sta Tr]v ^iKavOpwirlav, elirovcra co? v'yid-

vacra "kuaei top ryd/nov, e^et ttjv fierdvocav iav Be reKevTrjar) rj

fyvvTj iv TOLomco f^ojico ovaa i]TOi 6
dv'i]p, Bvax^pr]^ Ta> fielvavTC

Tj fierdvoia.
"
If a woman has married two brothers, she shall be ex-

communicated till her death; if she is in danger of death,

and promises in case of recovery to break off this illegitimate

union, she may, as an act of mercy, be admitted to penance.

If the woman or husband die in • this union, the penance for

the survivor will be very strict."

This is a question of marriage of the first degree of afi&nity,

which is still forbidden by the present law. The canon

punishes such marriages with absolute excommunication; so

that he who had entered into such should not obtain com-

munion even in articulo mortis, unless he promised in case of

recovery to break this union. This promise being given, he

can be admitted to penance {e^et ttjv iieTdvoiav). Zonaras

thus correctly explains these words :

" In this case he shaU.

receive the holy communion in articulo mortis, provided he

promises that, if he recovers, he will submit to penance."

Canon 6 of Ancyra was explained in the same way.

Can. 3.

Uepl Tcov TrXe/cTTOt? ^dfioi^ irepLTrtTrrovTcov 6 fiev ^poi^o?

c-a^T]<; 6 0)pi(TfjLevG^, 7]
Be dvaarpo^rj koI tj ttlcttl^ avrcbv crvv-

reiivei tov ^povov.

"As for those who have been often married, the duration

1 0. 9, dist. 28.
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of their penance is well known
;
but their good conduct and

faith may shorten that period."

As the Greek commentators have remarked/ this canon

speaks of those who have been married more than twice. It

is not known what were the ancient ordinances of penitence
which the Synod here refers to. In later times, bigamists
were condemned to one year's penance, and trigamists from

two to five years. S. Basil places the trigamists for three

years among the audientes, then for some time among the

consistentes? Gratian has inserted this third canon of Neo-

csesarea in the c. 8, causa 31, quaest. 1, in connection with

canon 7 of the same Synod.

Can. 4.

^Eav irpoOrjTai Ti? eTnOvfirjcraL {eiriOvfiria-ai) ryvvaLKo<; avy-

KaOevSrjcraL fxer avrrj^ (avTfj)^ fXTj eXOrj Be et? epyov avrov rj

iv6vfM7]ort<;, (paiverat otl vito Trj<; '^apiTO'i eppvaOr].
"
If a man who burns with love for a woman proposes to

live with her, but does not perform his intention, it is to be

believed that he was restrained by grace."

Instead of iTnOvfirjaat we must read, with Beveridge and

Eouth,^ who rely upon several MSS., eVt^uyitT^cra?. They also

replace fier avTi]<; by amr}. The meaning of this canon is,

that
" he who has sinned only in thought must not undergo a

public penance."
*

Can. 5.

Karrj'^ovfjLevo';,
lav

el(Tep')(oiievo<; eh (to) KVpiaKov iv rfj tojv

Karrj'^ovfjbevoyv ra^ei o-ryKj], ovro^ he
(cffavfj) apLapTavccv, eau /xev

tyovv kXlvcov, aKpoaaOco fJL7]KeTi> afiapTavcov ^Eav Be kov dfcpoco-

fievo<; eri, aixapravr), e^codetadco.

"If a catechumen, after being- introduced into the Church,

and admitted into the ranks of the catechumens, acts as a

sinner, he must, if he is genuflectens (i.e.
to say, in the second

degree of penance), become audiens (the lowest degree), until

^ In Bevereg. I.e. i. 404.
^ Basil, ad Amphil. can. 4, 0pp. ed. Bened. iii. 271 sq. Cf. below, canon 7

of this Synod, and the nineteenth of Ancyra.
3 Bev. Synod, i. 404

; Eouth, Bel. Sac. iii. 465.
* Cf. Van Espen, Comment I.e. p. 124

;
and Fleury, Hist. Eccl. t. ii. liv.

X. sec. 17.
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he sins no more. If, after being aicdiens, he continues to sin,

he shall be entirely excluded from the Church."

Eouth/ on good critical grounds, recommends the introduc-

tion into the text of to and (pavf}. The form o-T7]Kr) and the

verb aTTjico), to stand up, do not occur in classical Greek, but

are often found in the New Testament, e.g. in S. Mark xi. 25,

and are formed from the regular perfect earrjKa.^ Hardouin

thinks the canon has in view the carnal sins of catechumens ;

and ajjiapTq^a has elsewhere this meaning, e.g. in canons 2, 9,

and 14 of Mcaea.^

Can. 6.

Uepl Kvo^opovcrr)^, on Set (^coTL^eaOav OTrore jSovXerar ovEev

<yap ev tovtm KOtvwvel rj TiKTOvaa tco TiKTOfievaj Bta to eKaarov

IBlav T7]v TTpoalpeaiv ttjv iwl rfj 6/jLo\oyla SeUvvaOai,.
" A woman with child may be illuminated (i.e. baptized)

whenever she demands it
;
for she who bears has nothing

on this account in common with him who is borne, since each

party must profess his own willingness (to be baptized) by his

confession of faith."

Some thought that when a woman with child is baptized,

the grace of the sacrament is given to the fruit of her womb,
and so to baptize this child again after its birth is in a

manner to administer a second baptism ;
and they concluded

that they ought not to baptize a pregnant woman, but that

they must wait till her delivery.

Can. 7.

Upea^vrepov ek 'yd/JL0v<; BtjafMovvTcov (BiyafjLovvTO<i) fxr) earc-

aadaij iirel fierdvotav alrovvro^ rod Bija/iov, rk ea-rai 6 irpea-

^VT6po<;, 6 Blol t?}? eaTidaecD^ avjKaTaTi6efji€Vo<f rot? ydfjLOL^ ;

"No priest shall eat at the marriage feast of those who
are married for the second time

;
for if such a bigamist should

(afterwards) ask leave to do penance, how stands the priest

who, by his presence at the feast, had given his approval to

the marriage ?
"

We have already seen by canon 3, that in the East that

successive bigamy (higamia successiva) which is here in ques-

1
Eeliq. sacr. iii. 466. ^ Wahl. Clavis iV. T. s.v. a'rnx.u,

8 Hard, i. 283, n.
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tion, as Beveridge thinks,^ and not bigamy properly so called,

was punished in tlie East by a year's penance. The meaning

of the canon is as follows :

"
If the bigamist, after contracting

his second marriage, comes to the priest to be told the punish-

ment he has to undergo, how stands the priest himself, who

for the sake of the feast has become his accomplice in the

offence?-

Can. 8.

TvvT] TLVO<; fiovxevOelaa XaUov ovroq, iav iXeyxOfi 4>avepm,

6 TOiovTO<; €t9 vTTTjpeaiav ikOelv ov SvvaTar iav 8e kol fiera ttjv

yeipoTOviav fjuoi'^evOrj, o^e/Xet airoXva-ac avrrjv iav Be (Tv^fj, ov

BvvaraL ex^aOai t?}? €7;^et/3to-^6/cr?;9
avTM vTrijpecrLa^,

" If the wife of a layman has been unfaithful to her husband,

and she is convicted of the sin, her (innocent) husband cannot

be admitted to the service of the Church
;
but if she has vio-

lated the law of marriage after her husband's ordination, he

must leave her. If, in spite of this, he continues to live with

her, he must resign the sacred functions which have been

entrusted to him."

The Corp. jur. can. has adopted this canon.^ The reason

for this ordinance evidently consists in this, that through the

close connection between a man and his wife, a husband is

dishonoured by an adulterous wife, and a dishonoured man
cannot become an ecclesiastic. The Pastor of Hermas ^ had

already shown that a husband must leave his adulterous wife.*

Can. 9.

Tlpea-^vrepo^, iav TrporjfiapTTjKcb^; o-co/jbart 7rpoa')(^6fj Kal ofioXo-

f^ricrr} on rj[iapTe irpo rrj^; '^eipoTOVLa<;, fjurj irpoa^epera), fjbivcov iv

T0t9 XoiTTOfc? Bia Tr]v dXX.7]v o-ttovBtjv ra yap Xoiira d/jLaprij/nara

€(f>a(Tav 01 TToXKol Kal Tr]v '^etpoOeaiav a^ievau* iav Be avTo<; fir)

OfjuoXoyfj, iXey^Orjvat Be ^avep(Jo<: /xy Bvvrjdrj, iir avTw> iKelvtp

iroielaOaL rrjv i^ovaiav,

"A priest who has committed a carnal sin before being

ordained, and who of his own accord confesses that he has

1 Cf. Eouth, I.e. p. 469, and Van Espen, I.e. p. 124. 2 q ^^ ^^^^^ 34^
^ Lib. ii. mand. 4. See Hefele's Apost. Fathers, 3d ed. p. 353.
* Cf. also the sixty-fifth canon of Elvira, which treats of the adulterous wife

of an ecclesiastic.
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sinned before ordination, must not offer the holy sacrifice;

but he may continue his other functions if he is zealous, for

many think that other sins (except that of incontinence) were

blotted out by his ordination as priest. But if he does not

confess it, and he cannot clearly be convicted, it shall be in

his own power to act (as he will, i.e. to offer the sacrifice, or to

refrain from offering)."

Cf. can. 22 of the Council in Trullo, and can. 1, causa 15,

qusest. 8, in the Corjp. jur. can.

Can. 10.

'OfJiOico^ Koi SictKovo^, eav iv iw avTm dfiapTyfiarc nrepnrecrrjy

TTjv Tov vTrrjperov tcl^lv i^erco,
" In the same way, the deacon who has committed the same

sin must only have the of&ce of an inferior minister."

The preposition iv before tw avro) is struck out by Eouth,^

on the authority of several MSS. By ministri {yirrjpeTai) are

meant the inferior officers of the Church—the so-called minor

orders, often including the sub-deacons.^ This canon, com-

pletely distorted by false translations (of the Prisca and Isi-

dore), was made into one canon with the preceding in the Corjo.

jur. can?

Can. 11.

IIp€a^vTepo<; Trpo tcov rpLCLKOVTa eToiiV firj '^eipOTOveiadco, eav

Koi irdvv rj 6 dvOpcoTTO^ d^LO^, oKKa diroTrjpeiaOco' o yap KvpLO<;

^l7)aov<; XptaTO^ iv rat TpiaKoaTco erei i(j)C0TLG-dr]
kuI rjp^aro

^L^daKeLV.

^' "
ISTo one is to be ordained priest before he is thirty years

old. Even although he be in every respect worthy, he must

wait
;
for our Lord Jesus Christ, when thirty years old, was

baptized, and began (at that age) to teach."

We know that, in the primitive Church, ^coTi^ecrOai,,
to be

illuminated, means to be baptized. We find this canon in the

Corj).jur. can.^

Can. 12.

^Edv voaoyv tl<; (fxoTLadfj, eh irpeapinepov dyeaOai ov hvvarai,

^
Reliq. sacr. iii. 472.

2 Cf. can. 2 of Aries, above, p. 185; and Suicer, TJies. s.v. iTvpirz;.

» C. 1, causa 15, (j.
8.

* 0. 4, dist. 78.
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—ovK eK Trpoatpiaeco^ ryap tj iridTL^; avrov, aX>C ej avdjKTj^;,
—

el fiT} Td')(a Bta ttjv fiera ravTa avTOv airovhrjv koI ttlo-tlv koI

8ia cnrdvLV dvOpcoTrcov.
"
If a man is baptized when lie is ill, lie cannot be ordained

priest ;
for it was not spontaneously, but of necessity (tbrougb

fear of deatb), that he made profession of the faith—unless,

perhaps, he has displayed great zeal and faith, or if the supply
of candidates fails."

All commentators, except Aubespine,^ say that this canon,

which was received into the Corp. jur. can.f speaks of those

who, by their own fault, have deferred the reception of bap-
tism till their deathbed. Aubespine thinks that it refers to

catechumens who have not received baptism earlier through no

fault of their own, but who, finding themselves smitten by a

severe sickness, are baptized before the usual time, i.e. before

receiving all the necessary instruction. It was, he added, on

account of this want of instruction that they were forbidden

to enter the priesthood if they regained their health. But the

forty-seventh canon of Laodicea teUs us that in the primitive
Church it was the duty of such catechumens to receive instruc-

tion even after baptism, and this alone overthrows Aubespine's

conjecture.^

Can. 13.

'ETTC^copioi TTpea^vrepot, iv tu> KvpiaK^ T7]<; TroXew? irpoa<f>e-

peiv ov Buvavrac Trapovro^ iTrcaKoirov fj irpeo-^vrepcov ttoXcoj?, ovt€

fi7]V apTOV BiSovai, iv
ev')(fi

ovBe iroTijpcov idv Be aTTOiat teal

ek ev^n^ i^^V^V /^oz/09, BlBcoo-lv.

"
Country priests must not offer the holy sacrifice in the town

church (the cathedral) when the bishop or the town priests

are present: nor must they either distribute, with prayer,

the bread and the chalice. But if the bishop and his priests

are absent, and if the country priest be invited to celebrate,

he may administer holy communion."

Instead of KXrjOy p.6vo^, the old Latin translators of the canons,

Dionysius the Less and Isidore, read /cXtjOcjo-l, fiovoi ;
that is to

1 In Eouth, Reliq. sacr. iii. 473; and Van Espen, Comm. I.e. p. 126.
2 C. 1, dist. 57.
3 Cf. Van Espen, Comm. I.e. p. 126; Herbst, Tubing. Quartalschrift, 1821,

fi. 445 f.; Eouth, I.e. p. 473 sq.
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say,
"
If they are asked, tlien only can they administer the

Lord's Supper ;

"
and Eouth recommends this reading. This

canon is contained in the Corp. jur. can}

Can. 14
01 8e '^copeTTLdKOTrot elal fxev et? tvttov tcov e^Sofi'^KOVTa*

w? Be avWecTOvpyol Sta ttjv airovBrjv (ttjv) eh toi'? TTTwp^oi'?

TTpoa^epovaL n/Jico/jLevoL
" The clwrepiscopi represent the seventy disciples of Christ

;

and, as fellow-workers, on account of their zeal for the poor,

they have the honour of offering the sacrifice."

A function is here assigned to the chorepiscopi which is

denied to country priests, namely, the offering of the holy

sacrifice in the cathedral, in the presence of the bishop and the

town priests. On the chorepiscopi, compare c. 13 of Ancyra,

and our remarks below on canon 57 of Laodicea. Many Mss.

and editions have canons 13 and 14 in one.

Can. 15.

Alclkovol eirra ot^eiKovaLv elvau Kara tov Kavova, kclv iravv

fieyaXTj etrj rj TToXt?* TretaOija-r] Be airo tyj^ /Si^Xov rcov Tlpd^ewv.
" In even the largest towns there must be, according to the

rule, no more than seven deacons. This may be proved from

the Acts of the Apostles."

This canon was given in the Cory. jur. can?
1 C. 12, dist. 95. 2 c. 12, dist. 93.



BOOK 11.

THE FIEST CECUMENICAL COUNCIL OF NIC^A.
A.D. 325.

CHAPTER I.

h
PRELIMINARY.^

Sec, 18. The Doctrine of the Logos prior to Arianism.

EOM the beginning, two points concerning the Logos and

His relation to the Father have stood as divinely re-

vealed in the consciousness of the Church. On the one hand.

His real divinity and eqiiality with the Father ; on the other,

His personal distinction from the Father. But before the

Council of Mcsea this sure doctrine of the faith had not been

set forth in a sufficiently definite or positive manner. Whilst

some of the ancient Fathers, in expounding the faith of the

Church, had, without thoroughly mastering the formula of

Nicsea, perfectly understood and taught its meaning, others

selected less happy expressions, and sometimes erroneous ones—such as would, in their consequences, even lead to heresy.

These same Fathers have, in different portions of their writings,

expressed themselves sometimes with theological accuracy,

sometimes with less accuracy. Thus, for example, S. Irenaeus,

Clement of Alexandria, S. GregoryThaumaturgus of Neocsesarea,^

^
Compare Hefele's treatise on the origin and character of Arianism, in the

TiiUng, Theol. Quartalschrift, 1851, Heft 2. •
^ On the indecision in the expressions of Gregory, cf. H. Eitter, GescJiichte d,

chiyistl. Philosophie, Bd. ii. S. 14.
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and Methodius/ did not always choose their expressions care-

fully, but in substance they incontestably maintained the true

doctrine. It is the same with Justin, Athenagoras, and Theo-

philus, who expressed themselves irreproachably on the chief

dogmatic points, but differ in some of their inferences from

the rule of the Church. The Apologists, above all others, to

make themselves more acceptable and intelligible to the heathen

who were accustomed to the Platonic philosophy, made a less

clear and exact declaration of the doctrine of the Logos. In

this endeavour they have too often brought the Christian idea

of the Logos near to that of Plato and Philo, and so have too

often degraded the Son in His dignity and power, attributed a

beginning to His existence, and consequently have not recog-

nised His equality with the Father (thus, among the orthodox

Fathers, Athenagoras and Theophilus ; among the more hetero-

dox, Tatian, TertuUian, and especially Origen), and have empha-
sized too much the personal distinction between the Father

and the Son.

On the other hand, they also tried to establish the second

point of the traditional doctrine, the true divinity of the Son, and

His equality with the Father, by declaring that the Logos was

not a creature, and by saying that He came from the substance

of the Father, and not from nothing, as the creatures do.^ They
sometimes deny that the Logos was subsequent to the Father

in His existence, which they affirm in other places. Attaching
themselves to the distinction established by Philo between the

X070? evhidOero^ and irpo^opiKo^, several of the ancient Fathers,

philosophizing on the Son of God in the sense of the Logos

nrpocpopLKo^ (that is, as He is personally distinct from the

Father), speak of this Logos as of a being subordinate, and

having an existence subsequent in time to that of the Father.

In other places, on the contrary, they seem to suppress the

distinction, purely nominal, between eVSta^ero? and 7rpo(j)opiKo<;,

and include the Logos completely in the divine substance.^

These last passages correct all that is exaggerated in the

iCf. Eitter, ?.c. S. 4ff.
*
Petavius, de theolog. dogmat. de Trinitat. prcef. c. 1, § 12, 13, c. 3, § 3 sqq.,

and lib. i. 3. 1
;

i. 5. 7 ; i. 8. 2 ;
Kuhn in the Tiibing. Quart. 1850, S. 256 ff.

3
Kulin, Ic. S. 274
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others, and positively support the ancient Fathers on the solid

basis of the Church.^

In certain cases, the two principal points of the doctrine of

the Logos
—the unity of the Son with the Father, and the dis-

tinction between the Father and the Son—have been regarded
as contradictory propositions ;

and instead of preserving each

* The stability and permanence of the doctrine of the Church on the one side,

and the uncertainty of several of the Fathers in expressing the doctrine of the

Logos on the other, were pointed out long ago by S. Augustine (on Ps. liv. (Iv.),

n. 22) and S. Jerome {adv. libr. Bnfin. ii. 440, ed. Migne). S. Augustine says :

Numquid perfecte de Trinitate disputatum est, antequam ohlafrarent Ariani ?

S. Jerome writes: Certe antequam in Alexandria quasi dcemonium meridianum

Arius nasceretur, innocenter qucedam et minus caute locuti sunt. This uncer-

tainty of the Fathers has been pointed out with still greater force by our great

historian of dogma, Petavius. The Anglican Bull, however, regarded the free

and scientific historical treatment of the subject by the Jesuit as an injury done

to high church orthodoxy, and endeavoured, with great expenditure of learning,

to demonstrate the indemonstrable,—namely, that all the ante-Nicene Fathers

held the Nicene faith exactly and precisely. In more recent times. Dr. Baur of

Tiibingen {Lehre von der Dreieinigkeit, i. 110) has objected to Petavius, to the

extent of accusing him of going beyond the Catholic point of view,—an accusa-

tion which has been refuted in the treatise of Kuhn, already quoted, "the

Vindication of Dionysius Petavius, and the Catholic Conception of the His-

tory of Dogma."
In direct opposition to Bull, writers with a Unitarian bias, like Sandius and

others, endeavour to show that all or most of the ante-'^icene Fathers were also

a7i^i-]Sricene
;
in other words, that before the Nicene Synod there prevailed an

entirely different doctrine of the Trinity, whether related on the one hand to

Sabellianism, or on the other to Arianism.

Petavius, as we see, forms the mean between those two extremes, and with

him agree those later Catholic theologians who have examined the ancient doctrine

of the Logos, particularly Prudentius Maran {Dlvinitas Domini nostri J. Christi

manifesta in Scripturis et Traditione, Paris 1746, fol.
;
and la Divinity de notre

Seigneur, etc., Paris 1751) and Mbhler (Athanasiu^, i. 116, 56). These writers,

while they admit the uncertainty and indefiniteness, or even the inaccuracy, of

many of the ancient Fathers with reference to the doctrine of the Logos, at the

same time maintain the firm hold which the Church always had on the substance

of the faith on those two fundamental parts of the doctrine of the Logos (the

proper Godhead of the Son, and the personal distinction between Him and the

Father). In doing so, they at the same time separate themselves entirely from

that idea of the history of dogma in general, and of the development of the dogma
of the Logos in particular, which has been put forth by Hegel and Baur. For

while this new Protestant school asserts that dogma has always been produced

by the antagonism of opposite views, and thereby destroys the whole of the solid

substance of dogma, the Catholic historian distinguishes a permanent element

and a changeable : the former being the substance of the faith itself; the latter

the perception, comprehension, and representation of this firm substance of

faith.
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in its theological entirety and relation to the other, they have

thought to annihilate the one by the other. Out of this arose

Sabellianism. This heresy, while maintaining the proper God-

head of the Son, in order the better to establish His equality

with the Father, destroyed the personal distinction between

the Father and the Son. But as one extreme leads to another,

Sabellianism necessarily produced Subordinationism as its

natural reaction
;

i.e. the theory which, in endeavouring to pre-

serve the personal distinction between the Father and the Son,

like Emanationism, subordinates in glory and in dignity Him
who is begotten

—that is to say, the Son—to Him who is

unbegotten, and thus approximates Him more or less to the

creatures. The celebrated Dionysius the Great,-^ Bishop of

Alexandria, is the most remarkable in this contest. About the

year 2 60, in his dogmatic letter to Ammonius and Euphranor,^

as is well known, he expressed himself very indefinitely ;
and

in order to mark more forcibly the distinction between the

Father and the Son, he spoke of the latter as a Trolrjfjba tou

&60V. He added, "that the Son in substance is alien from

the Father (^ivov Kar ovalav), as the vine plant and the vine-

dresser are distinct one from the other in substance
;

" and

"as He is a irolrjfia, He could not have been before He was

made (ovk rjv, TrpLv ^kvT]TaC)r Thus in words, though not by
intention, Dionysius had placed the Son on a par with the

creatures. His excuse is found in the uncertain and vacillating

language of his time, even apart from his well-intended opposi-

tion to Sabellianism, since other orthodox writers also describe

the derivation of the Son from the Father promiscuously by
such expressions as iroielv, yevvdv, yiveaOai, condere, and generare.

Pope Dionysius and his Synod were more clearsighted than

these theologians. When several African bishops complained
to him of the errors of Dionysius of Alexandria, the Pope held

a Synod about the year 260
;
and after having deliberated

with the members of the Synod on the dogma in question, he

addressed to his colleague in Alexandria, and probably at the

same time to other bishops of Egypt and Libya, a letter very

* On tlie doctrine of Dionysius of Alex., cf. Natal. Alex. Hist. Eccl. t. iv.

diss. xvii. p. 131 sqq., and Eitter, I.e. S. 14 ff.

* In Athanas. de sententia Dionysii, c. 4.
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remarkable in the history of the true faith, the greater part

of which has been preserved for us by S. Athanasius.-^ In it

he protests against three errors : first, against the tritheistic,
"
which, diametrically opposed to Sabellius, divides the divine

monarchy into three separate powers or hypostases, and plainly

teaches that there are three Gods." Baur supposed that the

accusers of Dionysius of Alexandria had supported the doc-

trine of tritheisrn.^ Dorner, on the other hand, believes that

tritheism was the result of a mixture of Sabellianism and

Marcionitism
;

^ but he has not proved that this amalgamation
existed during that period. Secondly, the Pope condemned,

briefly and casually, Sabellianism ; and, thirdly and lastly, he

spoke at some length against those who called the Son a crea-

ture, when Holy Scripture declares that He was begotten.
" Had He been created," said he,

"
there would have been a

period when He did not exist. ]N"ow the Son has always
existed (ael rjv)!' The Pope then explains critically those pas-

sages in the Bible
* which seemingly speak of a creation of the

Son
;
and against these he brings forward those

^ which speak
of His generation and of His eternity. He closes with these

words :

'' The admirable and holy unity (of God) cannot in

consequence be divided into three Godheads
;
and the dignity

and incomparable greatness of the Lord ought not to be lowered

by the expression creature being applied to Him. It is neces-

sary to believe in God the Father Almighty, and in Jesus

Christ His Son, and in the Holy Ghost, and that the Logos is

united to the God of the universe." The Bishop of Eome
here clearly professes the doctrine of Nic^a

;
and that Dionysius

the Great of Alexandria also professed it, is proved by two

letters which he then sent to Eome to justify himself, and

which S. Athanasius quoted in order to prove that the Arians

had done wrong in numbering Dionysius as one of their

party. Dionysius says, in his letters,^ that his accusers had

^ De decretis Synodi Nic. c. 26. Cf. de sent. Dionys. c. 13.

2
Baur, Christ Lehre v. d. Dreieinigkeit, Bd. i. S. 313.

3
Dorner, Lehre v. d. Person Christi, 2d ed. Thl. i. S. 750 [Clark's translation,

A. ii. 176 ff.].

* Prov. viii. 22
;
Deut. xxxii. 6. •

.

'

5 Col. i. 15
;
Ps. cix. (ex.) 3

;
Prov. viii. 25.

^ In Athanas. de decretis Niccence Synodi, c. 25, and de sententia Dionys. c. 18.
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falsely enlarged him with denying the equality of the substance

of the Father and the Son
;
and if he had said that nowhere

in the Bible the word 6fioov<n,o<s could be found, the argument
of which he made use, and which his adversaries had passed

over in silence, was in complete agreement with that expres-

sion. He had, indeed, compared the relation between God the

rather and God the Son with those between parents and

children, as children are of the same substance as their

parents. He had also employed other analogous arguments,

e.g. the example of the plant and its root or its seed, between

which there was an evident identity of substance. To the

same effect was his comparison of the river and its source.

He says, in another part of his letter of justification :^
" There

has never been a moment when God was not the Father
;
and

the Son is eternal
;
but He has His being, not of Himself,

but of the Father." Also in a third place
^ he declares

" he

does not believe the Logos is a creature, and that he has not

called God Creator (TrotT^r?;?), but Father, to express the rela^

tion that He has to the Son. If, however, in the course of

his speech (and without intending it) he has once called the

Father TroorjTr}^ to express His relation to the Son, he may be

excused, seeing that the learned Greeks call themselves also

iroiTjTal, as being fathers of their works, and that the Bible

itseK does not always employ the word in the sense of creator,

but sometimes also in the sense of originator : for instance,

when it says we are the iroLrjTal of the movements of our

hearts."

After Dionysius the Great, the most illustrious doctors of

the Church of Alexandria, Theognostus, Pierius, and Bishop

Peter, professed also the orthodox doctrine of the Logos..

The first of these, who was chief of the catechetical school of

this town from 270 to about 280, states explicitly, in a frag-

ment preserved by S. Athanasius :^
" The substance of the Son

came not from without, neither was it produced from nothing :

it proceeds from the substance of the Father, as brilliancy

proceeds from light, vapour from water." If in a fragment of

* In Athanas. de sentent. c. 15.

2;.c. c. 21.

^ De decretis Syn. Nic. c. 25.
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leognostus, preserved Tdj Photius, the Son is called a Krlafxa,

*liotms^ presumes this expression comes from a questioner ;
as

16 work from which it is taken is a dialogue : anyhow, the

'formal declaration quoted above proves that he could not have

used the word KTlo-fia in an Arian sense.^ His successor, the

priest Pierius, professes the same doctrine of the Logos. Photius

says of him :^ "It is true he called the Father and the Son

two substances (ova-las;) instead of persons or hypostases ; but,

however, he spoke of the two evae/Sm, that is, in an orthodox

manner." And this testimony of Photius is the more convinc-

ing to us, from the decided manner in which he blames Pierius

in another passage on account of his doctrine of the Holy
Ghost :* if his teaching on the Logos had not been orthodox,

Photius would have blamed him for this too.

The third great Alexandrian of that time was Bishop Peter
;

and although the fragment attributed to him in the CJironicon

PascliaU is probably not genuine, two other fragments^ prove
that he attributed to the Son the same nature and Godhead

as to the Father.

It was different at Antioch, where the efforts to uphold the

unity of God degenerated into the doctrine of Paul of Samo-

sata, who considered the Logos as impersonal, and not distinct

from the Father, and saw in Christ only a man in whom the

divine Logos had dwelt and operated. A fellow-countrjnuan
of Paul's, who shared his sentiments, Lucian, priest of Antioch,

defended for some time this heretical doctrine of the Trinity,

and for that reason was excommunicated for a time.^ Later,

however, he acquired great distinction, by the publication of

a corrected copy of the Septuagint, and by the firmness with

which he suffered martyrdom under Maximin.^ The restora-

tion of Lucian to the Church proves that eventually he re-

nounced the doctrine of Paul of Samosata : but beinsj still

convinced that the Church did not maintain with sufficient

firmness the dogma of the unity of God, he imagined another

1 Cod. 106. 2 cf. Domer, I.e. S. 737 f.

3 Cod. 119. 4 Cf. Dorner, I.e. S. 733 f.

" In Angelo Mai, Nova eolleetio, etc., vii. 306, 307 ;
and Galland. Biblioth.

vet. Patrum, i. 108. Cf. Dorner, I.e. S. 810.
^
Theodoret, Hist. Eccl. i. 4, p. 15, ed. Mogunt.

' Euseb. H. E. viii. 13. ix. 6.
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hypothesis of the Trinity, which is noc perfectly known to

us for lack of sufficient information, but which, according to

Alexander Bishop of Alexandria, came out in the heresy of the

Exucontians, and more particularly in that of his disciple

Arius.^ Arius himself traced his doctrine to the school of

Lucian, in greeting his friend Eusebius of Nicomedia, who
shared his opinion, with the name of XvXkovKiavLG-Trj^ (fellow-

Lucianist). This being the case, it is of little importance to

decide whether Arius was personally a disciple of Lucian at

Antioch, or whether his opinion was formed from his writings

only. In the letter from Arius to Eusebius of Nicomedia,

just quoted, one sees that the principles of Lucian were widely

spread in Asia
;

for Arius not only speaks of Eusebius as.

sharing his opinions, but also of a great many other bishops

of Asia, who had all proclaimed that the Son was not eternal

equally with the Father. The denial of the co-eternity of the

Father and the Son seems therefore to have been a funda-

mental point in the doctrine of Lucian.^

Besides, S. Epiphanius says :^
" Lucian and his followers all

denied that the Son of God had taken a human soul, attri-

buting to Him only a human body, for the sake of endowing
the Logos with human feelings, such as sorrow, joy, and the

like
;
and they also declared Him a being inferior to God—a

creature, in fact." Arius and his partisans made great use of

the (7(oixa Xpco-Tov d-y^rv^ov, and thereby again revealed their

af&nity with the school of Lucian. We know also that Lucian

was. looked upon as the author of the creed that the Euse-

bians (that is, the friends of Arius) submitted to the Synod of

Antioch in 341, in which, as we shall see, the teaching was

1 In Theodoret, H. E. i. 4, p. 15.

2 In opposition to the testimonies here adduced, Baronius endeavours (ad ann.

811, n. 12
;
and 318, n. 75) to clear Lucian of the imputation of heresy ;

but

even he is forced to concede that Lucian made use oi inaccurate expressions in

the controversy with the Sahellians, particularly with his fellow-priest Pancra-

tius of Antioch, and that therefore he was excommunicated by three successive

bishops of Antioch. Yet Baronius believes that Lucian, whom he defends on

account of his martyrdom, was always orthodox in heart, and that the Arians

had no right to appeal to him ;
and that even Alexander, the Bishop of Alex-

andria, was mistaken when, in the letter quoted above, he brought Arianism

into connection with Lucian. Of. Dorner, I.e. S. 802, note.
2
Ancoratus, c. 33.
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not positively heretical, lout in wMch all sharp precision of

dogma is intentionally avoided.-^

Sec. 19. Arius.

The Subordinationist theology of Antioch was transplanted
to Alexandria by Arius, the oft-named disciple of the school

of Lucian
;
and on this new ground it gained strength and

importance. The mind of Arius was disposed to this purely
rationalistic theology; and from his point of view of mere

natural intelligence, it became impossible for him to reconcile

theoretically these two apparently contradictory dogmas of the

equality of the Logos with the Father, and of His distinction

from Him. "
Arius," says Dorner with justice,^

"
takes part

with pleasure and sldll in the relative sphere : he handles the

lower categories of logic with dialectic skill
;
but he never

rises above it : he applies it to everything. He is quite in-

capable of rising to speculative science, properly so called."

But he would certainly not have created so much disturbance

in the minds of the people, had he not found in Alexandria

a field well prepared to receive this theory of subordination,

even so far back as the time of Origen. A certain hos-

tility had been created against the theology of equality (the

doctrine of the equality of the Son with the Father), which

was taught by Theognostus, Pierius, and Bishop Peter, and

now anew by Bishop Alexander. The representatives of the

old Alexandrian tendency naturally linked themselves with

pleasure to Arius
;
and thus it was that in later times the

Arians earnestly appealed to the authority of Origen, and

protected themselves under his name, and pretended to pro-
ceed directly from him. Athanasius carefully refuted this.^

Besides, the Church of Alexandria was a specially prepared
soil for this new growth : she had been for more than a cen-

tury the philosophizing Church of Christianity (iKKXrjala (jjiXo-

^ It is given by Athanasius, De synodis Arimini et Seleucice, c. 23, and

Socrates, II. E. ii. 10, but without mention of Lucian. AVe learn from Sozo-

men, H. E. iii. 5, that the Arians attributed it to him.

2/.C. S. 823.
^
Cf. AVolf on the relation of Origenism to Arianism, in the Zeitschrift fur

luther. Theologie, 1842, Heft iii. S, 23 ff.
j
and Earners, Die Au/erstehungs-

lehre des Origenes, 1851, S. 6, 10.
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(TO(f>iKcoTdrr)).
She readily threw herself into all philosophi-

cal and theological controversies. Being in close proximity to

the native country of Sabellianism, she felt constantly called

upon to combat it, and so was led imperceptibly into the

other extreme. Arius himself was Libyan by birth, conse-

quently a compatriot of Sabellius ;^ thus he might have con-

sidered himself specially called on to combat the Sabellian

theory, which annihilated all distinction between the Father

and the Son. Philonism, of which Alexandria was the hot-

bed, seems also to have exercised some influence over the

development of Arianism f and as the following details will

prove, Arius built on the base of this philosophy. Thus,

(a.) Like Philo, he exaggerated the distinction between the

world and God, and considered the supreme God much too

sublime to enter into direct relation with the world, and the

world much too low to bear any direct action of God. Now
Athanasius proves^ that Arius, and his friends Eusebius and

Asterius, had appropriated to themselves this fundamental

proposition of Philo's philosophy.

(/S.)
Like Philo, Arius admitted an intermediate being, who.

being less than God, was the divine organ of the creation of

the world (like the created gods of Plato) : this intermediate

being was the Logos. Thus the Arian Logos resembled that

of Philo : they are each declared inferior to the Father
;
and

Philo, who in general considered him as personal, gives to him

the name of virrjpirrjf; 0eov.

(7.) 'Now the intermediate and inferior being could not be

equal in substance and equal in eternity (consubstantial and

co-eternal) with the supreme and only true God. It may
thus be seen how all the other Subordinationist predicates of

the Logos arise of themselves from the fundamental proposi-

tions of Philo.

Arius completely failed to perceive the contradiction which

springs from the adoption of an intermediate being. Accord-

^ So Epiplianius asserts, Hceres. 69. 1
;
whilst Cave and others, supported by

Photius, pronounce him to have been an Alexandrian.
2 Stardenmaier has remarked most powerfully and clearly on this connection,

in his Philos. des Christ i. 506 ff.

3 Oratio ii. Contra Arianos, C. 2i,
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ing to his view, the supreme God could not create anything

imperfect; yet He makes the Son imperfect. If God can

create only perfect beings, it becomes necessary that the

plenitude of perfection, and consequently of divinity, be found

in the Son
;

if not, the supreme God could create imperfect

beings : thus He could equally have created the world.-^

The analogy between the intermediate being of the Arians

and the Gnostic Demiurge is evident, but the difference which

existed between the two must not be overlooked. They re-

semble each other, inasmuch as neither can produce perfect

beings. But whilst the Gnostic Demiurge only j)resides over

a period of the world's existence, the Arian Logos does not

cease to act as long as the world exists.^ The age of the

Emperor Constantine was undeniably very favourable for the

rise and rapid propagation of the doctrine of Subordination
;

for after the conversion of the Emperor, many learned heathens

entered the Church without a real vocation, and there spread
on all sides religious theories much more favourable

^
to half-

pagan Subordinationism than to the profoundly Christian doc-

trine of the equality of the Father and of the Son,

We know but little of the life of Arius before he set forth

his errors, and what is known of him is not very certain.*

He embraced at Alexandria the side of the Meletians at first,^

but afterwards abandoned it, and was ordained deacon by
Peter Bishop of Alexandria. At a later period, having taken

1
Eitter, I.e. S. 25. =

jjitter, Ic. S. 28 f.
»
Mohler, i. 191.

* The history of the life of Arius is found most completely in the Storia critica

delta vita di Arrio, scritta da Gaetano Maria Travasa, Cler. Reg. Teatino

(Venezia 1746), and in Tillemont, M6moirespour servir a I'histoire eccMsiastique,

t. vi. The other works of most importance on the subject of Arianism are:

Maimburg, S. J., Histoire de VArianisme (Paris 1675) ;
the biographies and

monographs on Athanasius ;
Christian V«''alch, Ketzergeschichte (1764), Bd. ii.

S. 385 ff.
;
J. A. Stark, Versuch einer Geschichte des Arianismus (Berlin 1783),

2 Theile (of no great value) ; Wundemann, Geschichte der christUchen Glauhens-

lehren von Zeitalter des Athanasius bis au/Greg. d. Gr. (Leipzig 1798), 2 Thle.

Svo
; Wetzer, Restitutio verce chronologice rerum ecc controversiis Ananorum

exortarum (Francof. 1827) ; Lange, Der Arianismtis in seiner urspriinglichen

Bedeutung, in llgen's Zeitsch. f, hist. Theol. iv. 2, v. 1
; Baur, Die christliche

Lehre von der Dreieinigkeit, etc. (1841), Bd. i. S. 320 ff.
; Dorner, Die Lehre

von der Person Christi (1845), Thl. i. S. 806 ff.

* On the Meletians, of. the author's essay in the Kirchenlex. Bd- vii.

S. 37 ff.



242 HISTORY OF THE COUNCILS.

the side of the Meletians, he was excommunicated by Bishop

Peter; but his successor Achillas (a.d. 312) reconciled him to

the Church, and ordained him priest.-^ Soon after, Arius was

put at the head of a Church called Baucalis, as the large

number of Christians in Alexandria had rendered necessary
the division of the town into districts, corresponding with

what are now called parishes.

Arius was tall and thin
;
a learned man and a clever logi-

cian
;
of austere appearance and serious bearing, and yet of

very fascinating manners
;
at the same time proud, ambitious,

insincere, and cunning.^ Epiphanius^ calls him a perfidious

serpent. Bishop Alexander reproaches him with his avarice,

and speaks of his following composed of women, in such a way
that later historians believed—wrongfully, no doubt—that

disgraceful inferences might be drawn against his private life.

Two statements by Theodoret,* on the ambition and arro-

gance of Arius, have led to the belief that, after the death

of Achillas (towards the end of 312), Arius strove for the

Episcopal dignity; but seeing his old colleague Alexander®

preferred to him, he conceived a deep hatred against him.

The Arian historian Philostorgius,^ on the contrary, asserts

that Arius himself made over to Alexander the votes which

were offered to himself. I^either of these assertions seems

to have been true. Theodoret^ is nearer the truth when
he says, that in the beginning Alexander higlily esteemed

Arius. Chronology confirms this statement
;
for the discus-

sion between Arius and his bishop did not, as it would seem,

^
Sozomen, Hist. Eccl. i. 15. The false Acta S. Petri relate that both Bp.

Peter and Achillas were expressly warned "by Christ in a vision respecting Arius.

Cf. Baronius, ad ann. 310, n. 4
;
and Renaudot, Hist. Pat. Alex. p. 67.

2
Socrates, Hist. Eccl. i. 5, ii. 35

; Epiphanius, HcBres. 69, 3. The Emperor
Constantine depicts him in the darkest colours, in a letter to Arius himself and

to his adherents, in Gelasius Cyzicenus, Hist. Condi. Nicceni, lib. iii.
;

in

Mansi, ii. 930 sqq., particularly j).
938

; and Hardouin, i. 452 sqq.

^l.c.

4 Hist. Eccl. i. 4. Cf. Walch, Ketzerh. Thl. ii. S. 404 f.

^ See Gelasius, I.e. lib. ii. c. 1
; Mansi, i.e. p. 791

;
Hard. i. 366.

6 Lib. i. c. 3 of the fragments of Philostorgius at the end of Valesius' ed. of

the Ch. Hist, of Theodoret
7 i. 15.
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take place until 318 or 320/ when Alexander had been

Bishop of Alexandria for more than six years, and until then

apparently the most profound good feeling had existed be-

tween Arius and him. But whilst admitting that a certain

antipathy existed between them, it must not therefore be

concluded that it gave rise to the doctrinal controversy : this

was simply the result of different theological convictions.

Socrates
^
thus relates the manner in which this difference first

arose :

"
Bishop Alexander of Alexandria one day spoke, in

presence of his priests and clergy, of the mystery of the

Trinity, and insisted especially on the Unity in the Trinity,

philosophizing on this grave subject, and thinking he was

gaining honour by his argument. But Arius, who was eager
for dispute, professed to discover Sabellianism in the bishop's

doctrine. He opposed it vehemently, and asserted that if

the Father had begotten the Son, he who was begotten had

a beginning of his being (ap^n^ vTrdp^eco^;), and consequently
there was a time when he could not have been ('^v, ore ovk

rjv) ;
that it also followed that the Son had his beginning from

nothing (e| ovk, ovtoov e^ei rrjv vTrocrraatv)"

All history posterior to Arianism proves that Arius was

unjust in accusing his bishop of Sabellianism
;
but that which

chiefly proves it is the conduct of Alexander at the Council

of Nicsea, and likewise his letters and those of Arius, which

we shall soon have occasion to examine.

Arius admitted, with the orthodox Fathers, that the term

"begotten" was the palladium which could alone save the

doctrine of the personal existence of the Son against Sabel-

lianism. He therefore took the idea of
"
begotten" as the

groundwork of his argument ;
but he transferred the idea of

time, which rules every human generation, to the divine gene-

ration, and drew from that, as he thought, with logical neces-

sity, the proposition that the Son could not be co-eternal with

the Father. He did not, however, wish to speak of a priority

^ Cf. "Walch, I.e. S. 423. The supposition that the Arian question came up
at the Synod of Aries in 314, rests simply upon an error in canon 8, where

Arianis is written by mistake for Afris. See above, p. 189. Cf. Mansi, ii

472 ; and Ittig, Hist. Condi. Nicani (Lips. 1712), § 22.
* Hist. Eccl. i. 5.
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in time, properly so called, but only of priority similar to a

priority in time, of the Father to the Son
; for, according to

Arius, time began with the creation, and thus the Son, by
whom all things were created, and who, consequently, was
before the creation, was born also before all time. Other

theologians had, before Arius, already developed this argu-
ment

;
but he afterwards went beyond it, and thought that the

distinction he had established between the Father and the

Son would fade away if he admitted that the Son is begotten
of the substance of the Father. This fear has apparently
been justified by the history of the word- "

consubstantial"

{piJLoovaLo^) ;
for this word, as we have already seen,^ was

rejected by the Synod of Antioch, held in 269. But Arius

not only avoided this definite expression, but all others similar

to it used by the holy Fathers to show that the Son emanated

from the substance of the Father. He not only rejected the

expression, but the thing expressed, by positively declaring

that he was made e^ ovk ovtcoVj which was diametrically

opposed to the 6^oovaio<^, and thus went further than any one

else among the ancients. He positively made the Logos a
" creature" in the special sense of the word.

Arius had another motive for not admitting that the Son

was begotten of the substance of the Father. He believed

that by so doing the divine substance would be divided, whilst

God is essentially indivisible
; and, in point of fact, the Arians

constantly reproached their adversaries with considering the

divine substance as something corporeal, and dividing it. They
believed that their doctrine of the Logos alone maintained, not

only the indivisibility and immateriality of God, but likewise

His immutability. The creation of temporal things would,

according to them, have wrought a change in the Creator
;
for

if the supreme God had made the world. He would have lost

His immutability, which is contrary to the idea we have of

God. On the contrary, there was no danger in denying the

immutability of the Son, as being declared to be a creature

who took part in the creation of the world. They said, then,
"
By nature the Son is not unchangeable, but only by His o^vu

will."
2

1 P. 123. 2 Qi Atlianas. contra Avian, c. 35; and Ritter, I.e. S. 23 ff.
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Arms first appeared on the scene with these opinions be-

tween 318 and 320. This date, though uncertain, has every-

appearance of probability/ Sozomen, Theodoret, and Epi-

phanius relate, as did Socrates, with slight differences of detail

only, the beginning of the Arian controversy.^ Socrates does

not say that Bishop Alexander gave rise to the discussion by
a sermon

; according to him, it was Arius who began of him-

self to spread his errors. The bishop was blamed for tolerat-

ing the beginning of it. He did not, however, wish to use his

authority against Arius : he preferred to call together his

clergy, and made them argue in his presence with Arius
;
and

they proclaimed the Son 6/jLoov(no<; and avvalhio^; (consubstan-

tial and co-eternal with the Father). In the beginning of the

discussion Alexander did not take either side
;
but towards

the end he approved of those who had defended the consub-

stantiality and co-eternity of the Son, and commanded Arius

to retract his error. Epiphanius maintains, but it is difficult

to admit the assertion, that the chief adversary and opposer of

Arius was Bishop Meletius, the chief of the schismatics, of

whom we have already spoken. Arius was little disposed to

submit to the orders of his bishop ;
on the contrary, he sent

to several bishops a written confession of faith, and begged

them, if they approved of it, to send him their adhesion, and

to intercede with Bishop Alexander in his favour.^ In a

short time he made many friends, especially the celebrated

Eusebius of Nicomedia,* who, being then bishop in the house-

hold of Constantino and his sister Constantia, exercised great

influence over them, and over many of the other bishops.

He interested himself actively with them on behalf of Arius,

and sent him his adhesion in writing.^ He, like Arius, was a

disciple of Lucian, and accepted in general the propositions of

Arianism.
" One only," he thought,

"
the Eather, is unbegotten ;

the

other (the Son) is truly (that is to say, in the full sense of

1 Cf. Walch, I.e. S. 417 ff.

2 Sozom. Hist. Eccl. i. 15
; Theodoret, Hist. Ecd. i. 2; Epiplian. Hceres.

69. 3.

»
Sozomen, Hist. Eccl i. 15. * Socrat. Hist. Eccl. \. 6.

* Atlianas. De Synodis Arimin. et Seleucice, c. 17.
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the word) created, and not of the substance of the Father

(pvK etc T?}9 ovalaf; avrov yeyovco^;). The Son does not parti-

cipate in the substance (ova-id) of the unbegotten ; He differs

from Him in nature and in power, although He was created,

in peifect resemblance to the nature and power of His Creator.

No one can express in words His beginning, or even under-

stand it in thought."-^ The letter to Bishop Paulinus of Tyre>

in which Eusebius expresses these opinions, is at the same

time a proof of the zeal he displayed in favour of Arius and

his cause; for he reproaches this bishop with not having
declared in favour of Arius, although at heart he shared his

opinions. He exhorts him to repair his fault, and above all

to write (as he no doubt had already done himself) to Bishop

Alexander, and set forth the true doctrine, namely, that of

Subordination. He proposed Eusebius of Csesarea to him as a

model, the celebrated church historian, who, without being a de-

cided Arian, was visibly in favour of this party. Besides these

two, Eusebius and Paulinus of Tyre, there were the bishops,

Theodotus of Laodicea, Athanasius of Anazarbus, Gregory of

Berytus, and ^tius of Lydda. (or Diospolis), who interested

themselves in favour of Arius.^ Very shortly others showed

themselves on the same side : among the most remarkable

were the two Africans, Secundus Bishop of Ptolemais in

Libya, and Theonas of Marmarica, both of whom belonged to-

the province of Alexandria, and openly took part with Arius.

Besides, from the Alexandrian and Mareotic clergy, there were

added to the heretical party the two priests Chares and

Pistus, and the thirteen following deacons,—Achillas, Euzoius,

Aithalas, Lucius, Sarmates, Julius, Menas, Helladius, Serapion,.

Paramnon, Zosimus, Irenaeus, and a second Arius. Among
them also are named Carponas and Eusebius, without men-

tion of the order to which they belonged. These names are

given by Bishop Alexander himself in three lists, made at

different times, for which reason they do not all agree.^ Epi-
* In a letter of Eusebius to S. Paulinus of Tyre (Theodoret, Hist. Bed. i. 6).

It is, however, not certain whether this letter was written at the beginning of

the Arian movement or at a later period.
2 Theod. Hist. Ecd. i. 5.

3 Theod. Hist. Ecd. L 4; Soc. Hist. Ecd. i. 6; and Athan. Dep. Arii, i. 311,

ed. Patav.
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plianins, on the contrary, speaks of seven priests, twelve

deacons, and seven hundred virgins consecrated to God (Egypt
had a great many such) who took part with Arius.-^ It is pro-
bable that, in so grave a matter, Alexander early consulted

with other bishops ;
at least this may be concluded from some

passages contained in a letter which he wrote later, and which

is found in Theodoret.^ But it is also certain that at the

beginning Alexander endeavoured to keep the matter as quiet

and peaceable as possible ;
and that, in connection with his

clergy, he addressed remonstrances not only by word, but in

writing, to Arius and his partisans.^

Sec. 20. Tlie, Synod of Alexandria in 320, and its

Consequences.

Bishop Alexander, seeing the uselessness of his efforts, in

320 or 321* convoked a large ecclesiastical assembly in

Alexandria, at which were present nearly a hundred Egyptian
and Libyan bishops. The matter of their deliberations has

not reached us
;
we only know that Arius and his partisans

were anathematized.^ His partisans, said Alexander in two

letters,^ were the two bishops Theonas and Secundus, and the

majority of the deacons recently named. Arius wished to

prove that Eusebius of Csesarea, Theodotus of Laodicea,

Paulinus of Tyre, and, in one word, the greater number of

the bishops in Asia, were condemned with him by the Synod
of Alexandria; but that was a false inference.'^ It is

likely that the Synod, after having excommunicated by name
1
Epiph. Hceres. 69. 3. 2

jjigt, Eccl. i. 4. Cf. Walch, I.e. ii. 428, n. 2.

^ See the two letters of Alexander in Socrat. Hist. Eccl. i. 6
;
and Atlianas.

JDeposltio Aril, I.e.

* So reckons Walch, I.e. Thl. ii. S, 421, from the expression of S. Athanasius,
that the Arians had been declared heretics thirty-six j^ears ago. Athanasius

wrote this letter {Ep. ad Epise. jEgypti, c. 22) in the year 356, and therefore

indicates the year 320, But it is not a settled point that Athanasius wrote the

letter in question in 356, for he says in it that the Meletians had fallen into

schism fifty-five years before. As, however, we know that this took place in

306, it would seem that Athanasius wrote this letter in 361
;
and then, in say-

ing that the Arians had been declared heretics thirty-six years before, he must
have had in his eye, not the Alexandrian Synod of 320, but the Nicene Council

of 325. Cf. Walch, Ketzerhist. Bd. iv. S. 381, Anm. 2.

5 Socrat. H. E. i. 6.
^ Socrat. I.e.; and Theodor. Ic. i. 4.

' In his letter to Eusebius of Nicomedia, in Theod. i. 5.



248 HISTORY OF THE COUNCn.S.

the African Arians, and especially those of Alexandria, pro-

nounced a general anathema against the partisans of this

heresy; and from tliis Arius drew the conclusions which

suited him.^

Although excommunicated, Arius continued to hold con-

gregations for divine service
;
and Bishop Alexander speaks

of several churches (which he designates as dens of thieves)

where the Arians habitually met, and oJBfered night and day

outrages against Christ, and against the bishop.^ He men-

tions, in the same letter, how they sought in different towns

to attract adherents by their lectures and writings, and espe-

cially sought to deceive women by their flatteries and false-

hoods. They went so far, says he, that they stirred up

against the orthodox the populace and the civil authorities

(still principally heathen, for Egypt depended on Licinius),

and endeavoured, when all was peace, to excite a new perse-

cution.^ Alexander saw himself obliged, by the insolence

and constant machinations of the Arians, as well as by the

open partisanship of Eusebius of Mcomedia, to inform all the

bishops of the position of affairs in elaborate letters. For the

same purpose he convoked a new assembly of the Alexandrian

and Mareotic clergy, and asked all the united clergy (among
them Athanasius, then a deacon) to sign his E]pistola encyclical

After a very fine introduction on the unity of the Church,

1 Cf. Walch, I.e. ii. 431.
2 In Tlieodoret, H. E. i. 4. These ontrages consisted in this, that they de-

graded the Logos to a creature, and, as usual, accused the bishop of Sabel-

lianism. From this time Arius altered, for the use of his followers in divine

service, the ordinary doxology into "
Glory be to the Father, through the Son,

in the Holy Ghost
"

(Theod. lib. iv. de hceret. fab. c. 1). It is true that

orthodox Fathers have made use of this doxology {e.g. Leo the Great, Sermo
i. de nativit. Dom. ), as being equally susceptible of an orthodox interpretation.

Cf. Ittig, Hist. Con. Nic. § 51.
^
According to Epiphanius {Hcer. 69. 8), the Arians had already selected a

bishop of their own for Alexandria, of the name of Pistus
;
but this could

not have happened so early ;
for (a) the Arians still hoped at that time for

a reconciliation with Bishop Alexander (Theod. I.e. i. 6
;
Sozom. i. 15. Cf.

the remark of Petavius on Epiph. Hcer. 69. 8). Besides, (/5) Athanasius says

expressly {Apol. contr. Ariaji. c. 24) that Pistus was not ordained bishop until

after the Nicene Council.
^ This remarkable document is found in Athanas. Epistola synodalis, etc. T.

i 1, p. 313, ed. Patav. 1777 ; t. i. p. 397, ed. Paris 1696 : in Socrat. H. E. i. 6 ;
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Alexander especially complained of Eusebius of Nicomedia,

who had undertaken to protect the heresy, and who recom-

mended Arius and' his partisans everywhere by his writings

and letters. This conduct obliged him to speak openly. He
afterwards enumerated the names of the apostates, and ex-

posed their chief errors, which were the following :
—

1.
" God was not always Father

;
there was a time when

He was not Father (rjVy ore 6 Qeh^ TraTrjp ovk rjv),

2.
" The Logos of God has not always been {ovk ae\ tjv) ;

He was created from nothing ; God, the self-existent, created

from nothing Him who is not self-existent (the wv 0eo?—
the firj ovTo).

3.
"
Consequently there was a time when He was not

;
for

4.
'' The Son is a creature, a KTiaiia and a irolrjfia.

6.
" He is not of the same substance as the Father (oure

ofjLoto<; Kar ova-lav) ;
He is not truly and according to His nature

the Word and the Wisdom of God (ovre oXtjOivo^; kol cpvaec

Tov irarpo^ Xoyo^ iarlv, ovre aXrjOtvr} (TO(l)La avrov iaTCv) ;
but

one of the works, and of the creatures of God (eh twi^ Trotrjfid'

Tcov Kol yevrjToov), He is only by an abuse {Kara'^prja-rLKcos;)

called the Logos ;
He was created by the true Logos (IBlo) tov

0€ov \6y(p), and by the inner (eV to) ©eat) Wisdom of God

(the X0709 iv8iad6T0<; of Philo).
"
It is by this inner Wisdom (X0709 evhdOeTo^) that God

created Him (the X0709 irpo^opLKo^) and all things.

6. "Thus it is that by nature He is subject to change

(r/oeTTTo?, that is to say, by nature liable to sin).

7.
" He is a stranger to the divine ovala, and differs from

it (feVo9 re Koi aXkorpio^). He does not know God perfectly ;

He does not even know His own nature perfectly.-^

8.
" He was created for us, so that God might create us by

Him as His instrument
;
and He would not have existed (ovk

and in Gelasius Cyzic. in Hard. i. 366 sq. ; Mansi, ii. 793 ;
most perfectly in

Athanasius. Epiplianius relates {Hares. 69. 4) that Alexander sent seventy
letters of this kind into the different provinces ;

and we leam from Pope
Liberius, that even Silvester, who was then Pope, received such a letter from

Alexander (Constant. Ejnst. Pontif. p. 426).
^ This is quite consistent, for the knowledge of the creature in its essence

can be derived only from the knowledge of its foundation or Creator. Ptitter,

Geschichte der Christ. Phil. Bd. u. S. 27.
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av virea-TTJ), had He not been called into existence by God

through love for us."

Bishop Alexander afterwards refutes these Arian doctrines

by texts from the Holy Scriptures;^ and at the end he im-

plores the bishops not to admit the Arians into the communion

of the Church, and to have no confidence in Eusebius and

others like him.

Theodoret^ has preserved a second letter of Alexander's

(and of his Synod), addressed, according to the title given by
Theodoret, to Alexander Bishop of Constantinople. But not

only is this title wanting in three ancient manuscripts ;
but

besides, at the time the letter was written, the name Constan-

tinople did not exist. Moreover, this letter was not addressed

to one, but to several bishops, as the contents prove. It is

said in the letter, that Arius and his friend Achillas went

further than CoUuthus had done, who had previously founded

a sect in Alexandria.^ Even CoUuthus at this time blamed

the conduct of the Arians, who did not submit to the Church,

who held meetings in their dens of robbers, denied the God-

head of our Saviour, misinterpreted those texts of Scripture

for their own purpose which speak of the humiliation of

Christ, which was for our salvation, and endeavoured to stir

the people up against the orthodox, and to excite persecutions

against them by calumnious pamphlets written by disorderly

women. After having been for these several causes excluded

from the Church, the Arians endeavoured by falsehoods, and by
* Arius had endeavoured to prove his doctrine by separate passages of Scrip-

ture, particularly by those which set forward the human side of Christ, and

which speak of His ignorance of anything, of His pain, of His subordination to

the Father, of His Tct-zuvuxn?, etc. Arius was forced to apply all these passages

falsely to the divine in Christ, the Xoyos ; for, according to his opinion, the

y.oyo; was not united to a complete humanity, but only to a human body. Cf.

above, p. 238
;
and Neander, KirchengeschicJite, 2 Aufl., Bd. iv. S. 690. [An

English translation of Neander's Church History is published by Clark of Edin-

burgh.] Arius in this resembles his opponent ApoUinaris. It is clear that

Arius, in adducing these Scripture proofs, clung to the mere letter : he always

regarded only separate detached passages, and not the whole doctrinal idea of a

biblical author. Cf. Neander, Kircheng. 2 Aufl., Bd. iv. S. 685.
2 Hist Ecd. i. 4.

^ See more particularly, with reference to him, in Epiphanius, Hares. 69. 2,

and the note of Petavius upon that passage ;
also in Philastrius, de hoeresibuSy

0. 78.
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concealing their errors,^ to bring other bishops over to their

side, and many of them had succeeded in being admitted into

the communion of the Church. Consequently it became

necessary to unveil without delay their errors, which consisted

in maintaining :

" That there was a period when the Son of God did not

exist;
"
That, not existing at first. He was later called into exist-

ence;
" That He was created out of nothing, like everything else,

reasonable or unreasonable, and consequently was by nature

liable to change, capable of goodness and of sin
;

" But that God, knowing that He (the Son) would not deny

Him, chose Him above all created beings, although by nature

He had no higher claim than the other sons of God, that is,

than other virtuous men. If Peter and Paul had sought to

reach the same perfection as Christ, their relation to God
would have been absolutely the same as that in which Christ

stood."

Then Bishop Alexander again refuted the Arians by texts

of Scripture : he compared them to the Ebionites, to Artemas

and Paul of Samosata
;
he called them Exucontians (ot ef ovk

ovrcov), a title which in later times was frequently employed ;
he

complained that three Syrian bishops urged the Arians to still

grayer excesses
;
then returned afresh to biblical proof against

the Arians, and developed the orthodox faith, saying that the

Son was not subject to any change, and is in all things like

the Father, perfect as He is perfect, and in one point only
subordinate to the Father—in not being unbegotten. In other

respects the Son is the exact image of the Father. He is

from all eternity ;
but from this it must not be concluded, as

the Arians have wrongfully done, and as they falsely accuse

those who are orthodox of doing, that the Son was not be-

gotten : for those two terms,
"
Being from all eternity," and

" not begotten," are not identical
;
there is a difference between

them. The Son, being in all things the image of the Father,

should be worshipped as God. The Christian recognises also,

with the Father and the Son, the Holy Ghost, who worked in

> Cf. Neander, Ch. Hist. voL iv.
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the holy men of the Old Testament, and on the holy teachers

of the New.

Bishop Alexander continued to set forth the other articles

of the faith, and employed the term which became celebrated

later in Christian controversy, the " Mother of God "
(deoroKo^).

In conclusion, he exhorted the bishops to admit no Arian into

the communion of the Church, and to act as did the bishops
of Egypt, Libya, Asia, Sjrria, etc., who had sent him written

declarations against Arianism, and signed his t6/jlo<;, that is to

say, his treatise (perhaps the encyclical letter of which we
have already spoken). He hopes they will send him similar

declarations, as perhaps the number of the bishops might con-

vert the Arians. He adds in the appendix the names of the

ecclesiastics of Alexandria who were excommunicated along
with Arius.-^

Sec. 21. Arius obliged to leave Alexandria ; his Letters and

his Thalia.

Driven from Alexandria by his bishop,^ Arius went first to

Palestine, and from thence addressed a letter to his powerful

protector, Eusebius of Mcomedia. In it he complains of the

persecution which he had to suffer at the hands of Alexander,

particularly of being driven from the town
;
and accuses Alex-

ander of maintaining
"
that the Eather and the Son co-existed

always together, that the Son was not begotten, that He was

begotten from all eternity, that He was unbegotten Begotten,

that the Eather was not one moment anterior to the Son, and

that He is of God Himself" ^

(It may be seen how Alius

misrepresents some of the doctrinal propositions of Alexander,

as we have already found,* because he could not reconcile the

eternity of the Son with His divine generation.) Eurther,

Arius asserts that Eusebius of Csesarea, Theodotus of Laodicea,

Paulinus of Tyre, etc., and all the Eastern bishops, were

anathematized by Alexander^ because they taught that the,

1
Tlieodoret, Hist. Eccl. i. 4. This letter is also printed iu Mansi, ii. 642

cqq. Binius lias added some notes
;
see Mansi, I.e. 659.

2
Epiphan. Ilceres. 69. 3

; Tlieodoret, Hist. Eccl. i. 5.

3 Arian inferences. Cf. Dorner, I.e. 813, note 22.

* P. 251. ^ See above, p. 246.



AEIUS OBLIGED TO LEAVE ALEXANDRIA. 253

Father existed before the Son. Only three Eastern bishops
were not excommunicated, he adds : these are Philogonius,

Hellanicus, and Macarius, because they have in an impious
manner called the Son, the one an eructation of the Father

(ipvyrj, according to the forty-fourth^ Psalm, ver. 2), the other

a projection (TrpofidXTJ), the third co-begotten (avvayevvrjrov).
Arius could not, he said, admit such impiety,^ even if the here-

tics threatened him a thousand times with death. As to the

Arians, he says, they teach " that the Son is not unbegotten,
and that He is not a part of the Unbegotten (with reference to

the sense in which 6fMoovaco<i was rejected at Antipch^); that

He was not created of anything which existed before Him
;

but that He was called into being by the will and according
to the plan (of God), before time and before the world (that

is to say. He was before the world was made, but that He was

not eternal), and as full God {ifkrjpr}^ 0eo9), only-begotten

(jjLovoyevyj<;), and unchangeable (avaWoLcoTO^). Before being be-

gotten, or created, or determined, or founded. He was not
;

for

He is not unbegotten." He concludes by being remembered to

Eusebius, who, like himself, belonged to the school of Lucian.*

The exposition Arius here makes of his doctrine agrees per-

fectly, one point excepted, with that which was given a little

further back by the Bishop of Alexandria. Alexander, in

fact, says in his two letters, that Arius made of the Son " a

being who, according to His nature, was capable of virtue or

of sin." Arius seems to say the contrary in that which pre-

cedes this
;
but this difference is only in appearance. Arius,

to be consistent, should have said :

" The Son being a KTicr/xa,

and not of the suhstance of the Father, is by nature subject

to change, as are all the KTlcr/xara" But he might also, and

he did actually, affirm that
"
dc facto the Son was immutable,

but that His immutability was the effect of volition, and not

by nature." Arius, in like manner, takes the expression

irXrjpr]^ ©eo? in a double sense. He cannot and will not say

1 Ps. xlv. E. y.
^ We see from this, as Neander points out. I.e. S. 701, the violent intolerance

of the Arians, and the persecuting spirit which they afterwards displayed so

greatly.
3 See p. 124. * See this letter in Theodoret, Hist. Ecd. i. 5.
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that the Son is by nature equal in glory to the Father
;
he

says that He is perfect God only by the will of the Father,

that is to say, that the Father has made Him partaker of His

divine glory .•" A careful analysis of the principal work of

Arius, called the Thalia, will show, besides, how well-founded

was the accusation made by Bishop Alexander, that Arius had

here concealed his real sentiments.

Invited, in consequence of this letter, by Eusebius, Arius

went a short time after to Nicomedia, and wrote from thence,

perhaps at the instigation of Eusebius, a polite letter to his

former bishop Alexander, in order to be on as good terms as

possible with him. First, he sets forth in his letter a kind

of creed which should explain the faith, as Arius and his

friends had received it from their predecessors, and even from

the Bishop Alexander himself, as follows :
—

1.
" There is only one true God, alone lincreate, alone

eternal, alone without beginning, alone wise, good, and power-
ful

;
one only Judge and King, and alone unchangeable.

2.
" Before all time He begot His only Son, and by Him

created the world and all things.

3. "He did not only beget Him in appearance" (Arius

believed in the eternal generation as being only in appearance,

and imputed all real generation to time), "but He actually

called Him into existence by His own will, as an unchange-
able and immutable being.^

1 It is remarked -with perfect accuracy ty ITeander, I.e. S. 691 : "Although
this idea of Christ (held by Arius) is in contradiction to the true faith of His

Godhead, Arius did not hesitate to assign to Him the name of God, which he

found given to Him in the ISTew Testament and in the ancient creeds. ... He

probably based his practice upon those passages of the Bible in which the name
of God appears to be assigned in an improper sense to created beings." Also S.

696, Anm. 1: "Arius could not logically apply such an expression as !rA>j^>jj

eio; to Christ ;
but in an indefinite sense, as he employed the name of God, he

was able to do so. "What was most difficult from his point of view was to

attribute moral immutability to Him
;
but this, too, depended upon the mean-

ing attached to it. He was obliged to explain it in this way, that He was

unchangeable, not by nature, but by virtue of the direction of His will, foreseen

by God."
^ We have explained above (p. 253) in what ssnse Arius understood the expres-

sions unchangeable, etc. Mohler {Athanasms, i. 205) reproaches Arius further

"with equivocation in applying the words "
by His own will" (rf I'^ta. fiov>J,/naTt)

not merely to the Father, but also to the Son, so that he says, "The Son is
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4. "The Son is a perfect creature of God (KTiafia rov

Seov TeXeLov), but yet distinct from all other creatures
;
He

is begotten, yet again He differs from all that is begotten.

5. "He is not, as is asserted by Valentinus, a projection

{irpo^okr}), nor yet, as the Manichseans assert, a substantial

part of the Father (/uepo? 6/iioovcrtov tov irarpo^) ;^ nor, as

the Sabellians wish, the Son-Father
;

^
nor, as is said by

Hieracas, light of light, or one torch emanating from another
;

nor had He a previous existence, and was afterwards be-

gotten and made the Son,—a thing which Bishop Alexander

himself
"
(whom Ariiis still addresses as fiaKapie irdira)

" had

often publicly controverted, and with reason.

6.
" He was created by the will of God before time, and

before all worlds. He has received His life and His being
from the Father, who also has communicated His glory to

Him
;
and without taking from Himself, has given Him the

heritage of all things.

7.
" There are three persons : God, who is the cause of all

things, who is unique, and without beginning ;
the Son, who

is begotten of the Father before all things, created and estab-

lished before the worlds. He was not until He was begotten ;

but He was begotten before all time, before all things, and

He alone was called by the Father (immediately) into being.^

He is not, however, eternal or unbegotten, like the Father.

He had not His being at the same time as the Father, as

some say, who thus introduce two unbegotten principles ;
but

as God is the monad and the beginning, or the principle of

all things, He is therefore hefore all things, and consequently
also before the Son, as Bishop Alexander himself has declared

in the Church.

unchangeable by His own will.
" But I can hardly believe that this reproach

of Mohler's is well-founded
;
for in his letter to Eusebius of Nicomedia (Theo-

doret, i. 5) Arius expresses himself in much the same way, but still so as to

show that it was undoubtedly the will of the Father, and not that of the Son,

which he intended (aXX' on hXrifActTi xxi (iovX^ uTiffryi Tpo ^povuv xui Tpo aiuviuv

f^-ripm Sioi). Cf. the translation of this passage, above, p. 253. Even Mbhler
has in his translation referred the words in question to the Father.

^ The Jesus patiUlis of the 3*lanichseans is a substantial pai-t of the Jesua

cpatibilis.
^

i.e. that there is no personal distinction.
•

i.e. everything else was made through the San.



256 HISTORY OF THE COUNCILS.

8.
" The Son having received His being from God, who

gave Him glory, life, and all things, so God must be His

principle {cipxn), and must rule Him {ap'xei avTov) as His

God, and as being before Him.

9. "In conclusion, it is attempted to show that the

biblical expressions, the Son is of the Father, ex utero, etc.,^

do not refer to similarity of substance."
^

During his stay in Mcomedia, Arius wrote his principal

work, called ©aXeia, that is,
" The Banquet." Only fragments

of it remain. They are preserved in the works of S. Atha-

nasius.^ The book, it appears, was partly in prose and partly
in verse. The ancients compared it to the songs of the

Eg}^tian poet Sotades, a:id pronounced it highly effeminate

and overwrought. According to Athanasius,^ there were

some of these " Thalias" already among the heathen, which

were read at their banquets for the promotion of gaiety.

Arius selected this light form, it seems, to familiarize the

masses with the doctrine taught in his book. With the same

intention he afterwards wTote songs for sailors, carpenters,

and travellers.^ Athanasius says^ the Thalia was held in

great honour by the friends of Arius, and that they venerated

it as a second Bible. In reality, it contains Arianism in its

strongest form, and at the same time shows clearly its Philo-

1 Ps. ex. 3
;
S. John xvi. 28 ;

Kom. xi. 36.

2 This letter of Arius is found in Athanasius, de synodls Arimin., etc., c. 16 ;

Epiph. Hceres. 69. 7
;
in German, in Fuchs, Bihliothek der Kirchenversamvil.

Thl. ii. S. 450 ff. In Epiphanius this letter is signed not only by Arius, but

also by fourteen of his friends. Their names are given above, p. 246. Against
the genuineness of these signatures, we have (1) the fact that Ethales {i.e.

Aithalos), Achillas, the second Arius, and others, who, as we have seen, are

called deacons by Bishop Alexander, appear here as priests, (2) Pistus signs

as Bishop of Alexandria, which, as we showed before, is contrary to all proba-

bility. (3) Besides Pistus, several others sign as bishops, and yet the title of

the letter says it is signed only by priests and deacons. (4) Finally, it is doubt-

ful whether all these friends could have been at Nicomedia at the same time

with Arius.
^ Athanas. Oratio i. contra Arianos, c. 5, 6, 10; de synodis Arimin., etc., n.

15. This writing is mentioned also by Athanas. de decretis synodi Niccencp,

c. 16
; £Jpist. ad Episc. Egypti et Lihyce, c. 7, 20

;
de sententia Dionysii, c. 6 ;

Oratio i. c. Arian. c. 2, 4, 7, 9, 10 ; Socrat. H. E. i. ^
; Sozomen, H. E. i. 21.

* Orat. i. c. Arian. c. 11. ^
Philostorgii Fragmentay lib. ii. c. 2.
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nian foundation. In one of tliese fragments^ Arius boasts of

"being very celebrated (TrepcKXvToi), having had much to suffer

for the glory of God (that is, because he gave the Father the

glory due to Him, as opposed to the Son) ;
and he goes on :

" God has not always been Father
;

there was a moment

when He was alone, and was not yet Father : later He be-

came so. The Son is not from eternity ;
He came from

nothing, etc. When God wished to create us. He first created

a being which He called the Logos, Sophia, and Son, who
should create us as an instrument. There are two Sophias :

one is in God (i.e. ivBLd6eTo<i), by which even the Son was

made. It is only by sharing {fieri'xeC) the nature of this

inner Sophia of God that the Son was also called Wisdom

(aocjiLa '7rpo(j)opiK6<;).
So also, besides the Son, there is another

Logos
—he who is in God

;
and as the Son participates in

this Logos, He also is by grace (kutu x^P^^) called Logos and

Son."

In the second fragment,^ the Thalia sets forth that with

which, as we have seen. Bishop Alexander had reproached

Arius,—namely,
"
that the Logos did not perfectly know the

Father
;
that he could not even entirely understand his own

nature
;
that the substances {ova[at) of .the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Ghost are entirely different the one from the

other. These three persons are, in their essence and glory

(Sofa), thoroughly and infinitely dissimilar (avo/xotoi ird^iirav

. . . CTT aireipov).

In the third fragment^ Arius says, after the Philonian

manner, from the beginning :

" God is apprjro^ (ineffable), and

nothing (therefore not even the Son) is equal to or like Him,
or of the same glory. This eternal God made the Son be-

fore all creatures, and adopted Him for His Son (rjveyKev ek

vlov). . . . The Son has nothing in his own nature akin to

God, and is not like to Him in essence. The invisible God
is also invisible to the Son, and the Son can see Hun only so

far as is permitted by the will of the Father. The Three

Persons of the Trinity are not equal in glory, the Hypo-

^ In Athanas. Orat. i. c. Arian. c. 5.

^l.c. c. 6.

' Athanas. de synod. Arimin. c. 16.
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stases (Persons) are not confounded, and one is infinitely more

glorious than the other. God could create a being like unto

the Son, but He cannot create a being more glorious or more

great. That which the Son is, He is through the Father and
the mighty God (laxvpcx; ©eo?). He (the Son) adores Him
who is more glorious than Himself."-^

Sec. 22. Synod in Bithynia
—Intervention of the Emperor

Constantine.

Sozomen^ speaks of a Synod in Bithynia which supported
the Arians by an encyclical addressed to all the bishops, asking
them to receive the Arians into the communion of the Church.

This Synod was held^ by the partisans of Arius, probably

during his stay in Mcomedia, and perhaps even in that town.

The part espoused by so many bishops did not bring about

peace in the Church : the struggle, on the contrary, became
more intense

;
and there arose so much division among Chris-

tians, and such grievous schisms in all towns, and even in the

villages, that the heathens everywhere turned it into ridicule

on the stage."^ S. Athanasius shows us how much occasion

the Arians gave to the heathens for such derision, by describing

their proselytism, which was as improper as it was ridiculous :

for example, how they gained women to their side by asking

sophistical questions, such as,
" Hast thou had a son before

thou didst bear ?
"

in order to win them over to their opinion
of the later origin of the Son.^

The political events which then arose undoubtedly increased

^ The Greek text has, rh xpurrevcx. Ik fiipov; vju,vtT, i.e. *'He praises Him who
is in part better than Himself." But Arius said before, The Father is in-

finitely more glorious, and consequently He cannot here be designated as U
fiipov; xpiiTTuv. Perhaps it should be translated : "On His side He praises and

glorifies Him who is more glorious ;" so that ix fiipous
= xara,

f^ipos. Cf. Viger,

de idiotismis, etc., p. 109.

3
i. 15.

^ There is in the acts of the second Synod of Nicsea (Hard. iy. 407) a letter of

the Church historian Eusebius to Bishop Alexander in favour of Arius, which

belongs to the same time. Eusebius endeavours in this letter, in referring to

Arius' own letter to Alexander, to show that Alexander had given too dark a

picture of the Arian doctrine.

*Theodoret, I.e. i. 6; Socrat. i. 6; Soz. 1. 15.

*Athanas. Orat. i. c. Arian. c. 22.
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the trouble in Egypt and in the East, the seat of Arianism.

The Emperor Licinius, to whom Egypt and Asia belonged,

after being vanquished by Constantine in 315, had concluded

a definite peace with him
;
and in consequence of this treaty

he lived several years on the best terms with his father-in-law

and the Christians. But towards the end of 322 Licinius

took advantage of Constantine's crossing the frontiers of his

empire, in pursuit of the Sarmatians, to break with him
;
and

in 323 entered into a war, which towards the autumn of the

year ended in the total defeat of Licinius by sea and land.

This war accounts for the increase of the confusion and divi-

sions in the Church, as well as for the lack of all authentic

history of Arianism during this period (322-323). Another

circumstance which may thus be explained is the boldness of

Arius in returning to Alexandria. In his struggle against

Constantine, Licinius became the champion of heathenism, and

oppressed the Church, particularly the bishops. Arius had no

further cause to fear Alexander, and the principal obstacle to

his return was thus removed. The actual return of Arius to

Alexandria is proved by Sozomen, and still better by a letter

from the Emperor Constantine, of which we shall shortly

speak. Sozomen^ says that "Arius sent messages to the

Bishops Paulinus of Tyre, Eusebius of Csesarea, and Patro-

philus of Scythopolis, asking permission to officiate as formerly,

and to do so even in Alexandria. As is understood from the

tenor of the letter, these bishops summoned their colleagues
to a council, and allowed Arius and his adherents to hold,

as formerly, private religious assemblies, without, however,

withdrawing themselves from the submission due to Bishop

Alexander, and on the condition of asking for peace and

communion."^

Constantine, now master of the whole empire, consequently
also of Egypt and the other provinces disturbed by Arianism,

considered it his duty to re-establish religious as well as civil

peace, and took the necessary measures a^ soon as he had

returned to Nicomedia. He sent first a lonsj letter to Arius

i] 15.
^ Sozomen expressly places tliis fact in the time after tlie Synod of Bitliynia,

It seems to adapt itself better to the beginning of the Arian conflict.
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and Bishop Alexander/ the purport of which Eusebius has

preserved entire, but which Socrates only gives in fragments.^

He says in this letter, that " he has learnt with great sorrow

that sharper controversies than those of Africa (the Donatist

disputes) have arisen at Alexandria, although it appears to

him that they are questions respecting things of no import-

ance and of no use, which Alexander ought not to have

excited, and about which Arius ought to have kept his dif-

ferent views to himself. They were questions which the

human mind was too weak to solve correctly ;
and therefore

both Arius and Alexander should forgive each other, and do

that which he, their fellow-servant, advised them. He thought
that they could easily be reconciled, as they did not disagree

on any main point of the law, nor on any innovation in divine

service, and were therefore substantially at one
;
that philoso-

phers of the same school had often differed in accessories : we
should be able to bear such differences, but bring them as

little as possible before the people. That was vulgar, puerile,

and unworthy of priests. That, therefore, they ought to agree,

and free him from so great a cause of anxiety."

It is evident that the Emperor was not at that time aware

of the importance of the Arian controversy, and that his letter

does not merit the great praise it received from Eusebius^ and

others. Constantino sent this letter, in the contents of which

Eusebius of Nicomedia perhaps had a hand, to Alexandria* by
the celebrated Bishop Hosius of Cordova. This venerable man,
whom the Emperor usually consulted, was sixty-seven years of

age. He had been a confessor during the persecution of Dio-

cletian
;
and the Emperor hoped that his presence would bring

about a reconciliation. It is uncertain what Hosius did at

Alexandria : it is only known that he opposed Sabellianism

there, proving the Christian doctrine of the nature and persons

of the Holy Trinity,^ probably to make clear the difference

between the Sabellian and the orthodox doctrine. It is not

known if he was present at the Synod of Alexandria, which

^ This shows that Arms was again in Alexandria.
2 Euseb. Vita Constantini, lib. ii. c. 64-72

;
Socrat. Hkt. Eccl. i. 7 ;

in Gela-

sius, Lc; in Mansi, I.e. 802 and 946, where see Binius' note.

3 Vita Constant, ii. GO. * Socrat. Hist. Eccl. i. 7.
° Ihid. iii. 7.
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deposed Collutliiis.-^ Perhaps this Council was held later.

Unhappily Hosius did not succeed in his mission to Alexandria.^

Philostorgius relates that later he met the Bishop of Alexandria

at a synod at Mcomedia, where he approved of the term

oixoovaio^, and excommunicated Arius. The statement is not

probable."^

However, the Emperor's letter and Hosius' mission remaining
alike without result, and the Paschal controversy continuing
to disturb many eastern provinces (the custom of the Quarto-

decimans existed still in Syria, Cilicia, and Mesopotamia^), the

Emperor, perhaps advised by Hosius,^ thought there could be

no better means to re-establish the peace of the Church than

the calling of an oecumenical council.

^ Athanas. Apolog. c. Arianos, c. 74. 2 gocrat. I.e. i. 8.

3
Philostorgii Fragmenta, i. 7. Cf. Walcli, I.e. S. 463.

^ Athanas. Ep. ad Afros, c. 2.

^
Sulpit. Sever. {Hist. ii. 65) refers to this : Nicsena synodus, auctore illo

(Hosio) confecta habebatur.



CHAPTER IL

THE DISCUSSIONS AT NICiEA.*

Sec. 23. The Synodal Acts.

THE
first and principal source from which we draw oui

• information respecting the deliberations at Mcaea, must

of course be the acts of the Synod. Unhappily we possess

only three portions of them—the Creed, the twenty Canons,

and the Synodal Decree
;
and the question arises, whether

this is all which ever existed
;
in other words, whether the

separate discussions and debates at Mcaea were committed to

writing, and subsequently lost, or whether they neglected to

take minutes of the proceedings. Vague rumours of later

times have reported that minutes were taken; and it is

asserted in the preface to the Arabic edition of the Canons,

that the acts of the Mcene Synod fiU no fewer than forty

volumes, and have been distributed throughout the whole

world.^ To a similar effect is that which the pseudo-Isidore

writes, in the preface to his well-known collection.
" He had

learnt," he says,
" from the Orientals, that the acts of Nicsea

were more voluminous than the four Gospels."^ At the Synod
of Elorence, in the fifteenth century, one of the Latin speakers
asserted that Athanasius had asked and obtained a genuine

copy of the acts of Nicaea from the Eoman bishop Julius,

because the Oriental copies had been corrupted by the Arians."*

"^
Cf. the author's Ahhandlung ub. dieNicdn. Akten, in the Tub. Quart. 1851,

S. 41 fif.

2 In Mansi, ii. 1062
;
Hard. i. 326.

3
Mansi, i. 8

;
Hard. i. 6

;
Baron, ad ann. 325, n. 62.

* Hard. ix. 235
;
Fabric. I.e. p. 579, It would seem that the Latin speaker

had here in his eye the s-puvious Epistola Athanasii ad Marcum, and the answer

to it {0pp. S. Athanas. ii. 598), and had confounded the names of Julius and

Marcus.

9.62
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Some went so far as even to indicate several collections of

archives in whicli the complete acts of Nicsea were preserved.

Possevin, for instance, professed to know that a copy was in

the archiepiscopal library at Kavenna. As a matter of fact,

this library had only a manuscript of the Mcene Creed, which

was written in purple and gold letters. At an earlier period,

Pope Gregory x. had written to the King and to the Catholicus

of the Armenians, to ask for a copy of the acts, which were

said to exist in Armenia, but in vain. Others professed to

know, or offered as a conjecture, that the documents in request

were at Constantinople or Alexandria, or rather in Arabia.

In fact, they discovered, in the sixteenth century, in old Arabic

MSS., besides the twenty Canons of Mcsea already mentioned,

which were well known before, a great number of other eccle-

siastical ordinances, constitutions, and canons, in an Arabic

translation, which all, it was said, belonged to the Nicene

Council. We shall demonstrate beyond a doubt, at sec. 41,

the later origin of these documents.

The same must be said of an alleged collection of minutes

of a disputation held at Nicsea between some heathen philo-

sophers and Christian bishops, which S. Gelasius of Cyzicus,

in the fifth century, inserted in his History of the Council of

Nicxa, of which we shall presently have something more to

say. They are also spurious, and as apocryphal as the pre-

tended minutes of a disputation between Athanasius and

Arius.-^ Those who know this history of S. Gelasius only by
hearsay, have taken it for an additional and more complete
collection of the Synodal Acts of Mcsea, and thereby have

strengthened the vague rumour of the existence of such. As
a matter of fact, however, there is no evidence of any one

ever having seen or used those acts. An appeal cannot be

made to Balsamon on this point ;
for when this celebrated

Greek scholar of the twelfth century refers, in his explanation
of the first canon of Antioch, to the Nicene acts, he is evi-

dently thinking simply of the Synodal Decree of Nicaea.^

We believe we can also show, that from the first no more

acts of Kicsea were known than the three documents already

1 See below, sec. 27.

2 Cf. Fabricii Bihlioth. Grceca, ed. Harless, xii. 580.



264 HISTORY OF THE COUNCILS.

named—tlie Creed, the twenty Canons, and the Synodal De-

cree. This is indicated by Eiisebius, when he says, in his

Life of Gonstantine ?-
" That which was unanimously adopted

was taken down in writing, and signed by all." So early as

the year 350, Athanasius could give no other answer to a

friend who wished to learn what passed at Mcaea.^ If a com-

plete copy of the acts had existed, Athanasius w^ould certainly

have known of it, and would have directed his friend to that.

Baronius^ maintains that Athanasius himself speaks of the

complete acts of Mcsea, in his work cU Synodis Arim. et

Seleuc. c. 6
;
but the Cardinal was led into error by an incor-

rect Latin translation of the passage which he quoted, for

the Greek text does not speak of acts properly so called : it

says only, that
"

if we wish to know the true faith, there is no

need for another council, seeing we possess ra twv irarepcov

(that is to say, the decisions of the Mcene Fathers), who did

not neglect this point, but set forth the faith so well, that aU

who sincerely follow their r^pdixfiara may there find the scrip-

tural doctrine concerning Christ." To see in these words a

proof of the existence of detailed acts of the Council, is cer-

tainly to give much too wide a meaning to the text, as Yale-

sius* has remarked, and Pagi also:^ it is most likely that

Athanasius, when writing this passage, had in view only the

Creed, the Canons, and the Synodal Decree of Mcsea.

In default of these acts of the Council of Mcsea, which da

not exist, and which never have existed, besides the three

authentic documents already quoted, we may consider as his-

torical the accounts of the ancient Church historians, Euse-

bius,^ Socrates, Sozomen, Theodoret, and Eufinus, as well as

some writings and sayings of S. Athanasius', especially in his

book de Decretis synodi Niccence, and in his Epistola ad Afros.

A less ancient work is that by Gelasius Bishop of Cyzicus in

the Propontis, who wrote in Greek, in the fifth century, a His-

tory of the Council of Niccea, which is to be found in all the

larger collections of the councils. In the composition of this

work Gelasius made use of the works mentioned above, and

^ Lib. iii. c. 14. ^ jjg decretis Syn. Nic. c. 2.

3 Avnales, ad ann. 325, No. 62. * Euseb. Vita Constant, iii 14.

* Crit. in Baron, ad ann. 325, No. 23. ^ Euseb. Vita Const.
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had also other ancient documents at his disposal, which had

been carefully collected by his predecessor, Bishop Dalmasius.

We shall see hereafter that he admitted thingrs which were

improbable, and evidently false. Gelasius, however, has in

Dorscheus a defender against the too violent attacks to which

he has been subjected.^

The work of Gelasius is divided into three books, the first

of which is only the life of the Emperor Constantine the

Great, and contains absolutely nothing relative to the Council

of Mcaea. The whole of the second book, on the contrary, is

devoted to the history of that assembly. The tliird is wholly

composed of three letters of Constantine's
;
but we may pre-

sume that it was formerly larger, and contained particularly the

account of Constantine's baptism, which Photius borrowed from

Gelasius, but which was subsequently mutilated, in order that

the honour of having been the place where the great Emperor
received^ baptism might not be taken from the city of Eome.

However, no sort of proof is given in support of this suspicion.

An anonymous Copt undertook a similar work to that of

Gelasius. This writer probably lived a short time after the

Council of Mcsea, and composed a sort of history of this

Synod {Liber synodiciis de concilio Niccend) in the Coptic lan-

guage. Pour fragments of this work, which was lost, were

discovered more than fifty years ago by the learned archseo-

logist George Zoega (Danish consul at Ptome, a convert to

Eoman Catholicism, and interpreter at the Propaganda, who
died in 1809), and were published in the Catalogus codicum

Copticoricm mamiscriptorum miisei Borgiani. Unfortunately
the proof sheets of this work were almost all lost, in conse-

quence of the death of Zoega and of his Maecenas happening

immediately after its completion, and from a lawsuit entered

into by the heirs. The learned Prench Benedictine Cardinal

Pitra has just published these four fragments afresh, with a

Latin version and notes, in the first volume of his Spicilegium
Soksmense (Paris 1852, p. 509 sqq.).

1. The first and largest of these fragments contains the

^
Fatricius, I.e. 581.

2
Ittig, Histor. Cone. Nkcen. ed. Ludovici, Lips. 1712, § iv. p. 4

; Cave,
Hlstoria literaria, s.v. Gelasius Cyzic.
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Mcene Creed, with the anathemas pronounced against Arius.

Only the first lines are wanting. Then come some additions

by the author of the Liber Sijnodicus. The first runs thus :

" This is the faith proclaimed by our fathers against Arius

and other heretics, especially against Sabellius, Photinus (? who
lived long after Nicsea), and Paul of Samosata

;
and we ana-

thematize those adversaries of the Catholic Church who were

rejected by the 318 bishops of Mcsea. The names of the

bishops are carefully preserved, that is to say, of the Eastern

ones
;

for those of the West had no cause for anxiety on

account of this heresy."

This addition had been for a long time in Hardouin's^ col-

lection in Latin, and in Mansi's/ and it was generally attri-

buted to Dionysius the Less. The second addition is a more

detailed exposition of the Catholic faith, also proceeding from

the pen of the author of the Liber Synodicus. It says :

" We
adore not only one divine person, like Sabellius

;
but we ac-

knowledge, according to the confession of the Council of

Nicaea, one Father, one Son, one Holy Ghost. We anathe-

matize those who, like Paul of Samosata, teach that the Son of

God did not exist before the Virgin Mary—not before He was

born in the flesh, etc. We anathematize also those who hold

that there are three Gods, and those who deny that the Logos
is the Son of God (Marcellus of Ancyra and Photinus of

Sirmium)." The author puts next to these two additions a

document which has been handed down to us, the first half of

the list of bishops present at Mcoea, containing one hundred

and sixty-one names.

2. The second and shortest of the frao^ments contains the

second part of the Mcene Creed, not quite accurately repeated

by one or more later believers. To the words Spiritus sanctus

are already added Qui jprocedit a Patre, an interpolation which

could not have been added till after the second CEcumenical

Council. Then comes a further Eocpositio fidei, which en-

deavours to work out the consequences of the Nicene Creed,

and is especially directed against Sabellius and Photinus.

3. The third fragment gives us next the end of this Ex-

'positio fidei. It is followed by two additions, attributed tx)

1 Hard. i. 311. *
]\lansi, ii. 665.
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an Archbisliop Eufinus, otherwise unknown. The first ex-

presses the joy which the orthodox doctrine gives to the

author
;
the second tells us that each time the bishops rose

at Nicsea they were three hundred and nineteen in number,

and that they were only three hundred and eighteen when

they took their seats. They could never discover who the

three hundred and nineteenth was, for he was sometimes like

one, sometimes like another
;

at last it was manifest that it

was the Holy Spirit. Eufinus then writes a certain number

of Sententice synodi sanctce ; but some of these judgments are

on points which were not brought before the Mcene Council,

especially on man's free-will. They are undoubtedly some-

what similar to the Expositio fidei ortliodoxce, which is con-

tained in the second and third fragments.

4. The fourth fragment contains the Coptic translation of

the second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth canons of Mcaea.

It is more or less according to the original Greek text,

without the principal meaning ever being altered.

These four Coptic fragments certainly possess interest to

the historian of the Mcene Council, who is anxious to Imow
all the sources of information; but they have not so much
value and importance as Zoega and Pitra have attributed to

them. We shall again speak of each of these fragments in

their proper place in the history of the Council of Mcsea.

The anonymous author of the book entitled tcl irpa'^OipTa
iv NcKala, several manuscripts of which are in existence, pre-

tends to be a contemporary of the Mcene Council. This

small treatise, published by Combefis,^ and of which Photius

has given extracts,^ contains palpable errors,
—for instance,

that the Nicene Council lasted three years and six months.^

It is generally of small importance.
We may say the same of the \6yo(; of a priest of Caesarea,

named Gregory, upon the three hundred and eighteen Fathers

of Mcaea. Combefis, who has also published this document,*

supposes that the author probably lived in the seventh cen-

tury.^ He, however, calls the book^ oj)us egregium ; but, with

^
Combefis, Novum Auctuarium, Paris 1648, ii. 574 sqq.

2 Biblioth. cod. 256. 3
Combefis, I.e. p. 583. ^ i^, p. 547 gq.

* Z.c p. 567 sq.
6

l.c. p. 567.
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the exception of some biographical accounts of one of the

bishops present at Mcsea, Gregory gives only well-known

details, and improbable accounts of miracles. Although the

value of these latter small treatises is not great, Hardouin and

Mansi, coming after Combefis, ought to have inserted them in

their collections of the Councils. These Collections contain

all the other known documents relative to the history of the

Council of Mcaea, and they form the basis of the account

which we have to give of it. We shall hereafter speak of the

numerous canons attributed to the Council of Mcsea, and of

another pretended creed directed against Paul of Samosata.

Sec. 24. The Convocation hy the Emjperor.

The letters of invitation sent by the Emperor Constantine

the Great to the bishops, to ask them to repair to Mcsea, do

not unfortunately now exist/ and we must content ourselves

with what Eusebius says on the subject.^
"
By very respect-

ful letters (jLiJirjTiKol<; rypdfjL/xaai,) the Emperor begged the

bishops of every country (aTravTaxoOev) to go as quickly as

possible to Nicsea." Eufinus says that the Emperor also

asked Arius.^ It is not known whfether invitations were

sent to foreign bishops (not belonging to the Eoman Empire).
Eusebius says that the Emperor assembled an oecumenical

council (avvoSov olKov^evtK7]v) ;
but it is not at all easy to

determine the value of the word oLKov/jbivT].^ However it

may be, Eusebius and Gelasius affirm that some foreign

bishops took part in this great Council. The former says :

"A bishop even from Persia was present at the Council, and

Scythia itself was represented among the bishops."^ Gelasius

does not mention a Scythian bishop
—that is to say, a Goth

;

but he begins his work with these words :

" Not only bishops
from every province of the Eoman Empire were present at

^ The letter of imperial convocation given by the Pseudo-Maruthas in the

10th vol. p. 31 of Angelo Mai's Scrijotorum veterum nova CoUectiOy Romas

1838, is spurious. Cf. p. ix. of the Prcefatio by Angelo Mai.
2 Euseb. Vita Const, iii. 6.

3 Rufin. Histor. Eccles. i. 1. It is the continuation of his translation of the

History of the Church by Eusebius. If, as is often done, ^Ye reckon the nine

books of the translation, the quotation would be from x. 1.

* Euseb. I.e.
^ Euseb. Vita Const, iii. 7.
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the Council, but even some from Persia."-^ The signatures of

the members of the Council which still remain (it is true they
sue not of incontestable authenticity) agree with Eusebius and

Gelasius
;

for we there find one John Bishop of Persia, and

Theophilus the Gothic metropolitan.^ Socrates also mentions

the latter, who, he says, was the predecessor of Ulphilas.^

It is impossible to determine whether the Emperor Con-

stantine acted only in his own name, or in concert with the

Pope, in assembling the bishops. Eusebius and the most ancient

documents speak only of the Emperor's part in the Council,

without, however, a positive denial of the participation of the

Pope. The sixth CEcumenical Synod, which took place in

680, says, on the contrary :

" Arius arose as an adversary to

the doctrine of the Trinity, and Constantine and Silvester

immediately assembled (crvpiXeyov) the great Synod at Mcsea."*

The Pontifical of Damasus affirms the same fact.^ Erom that

time, the opinion that the Emperor and the Pope had agreed

together to assemble the Council became more and more

general ;
and with whatever vivacity certain Protestant authors

may have arrayed themselves against this supposition,^ it cer-

tainly seems probable that in such an important measure the

Emperor would have thought it necessary not to act without

the consent and co-operation of him who was recognised as the

first bishop of Christendom. Let us add that Eufinus had

already expressly said
^
that the Emperor assembled the Synod

ex sacerdotum sententia. If he consulted several bishops upon
the measure which he had in view, he certainly would have

taken the advice of the first among them
; and the part of the

latter in the convocation of the Council must certainly have

been more considerable than that of the other bishops, or the

sixth Council would doubtless have expressed itself in another

way. The testimony of this Council is here of real import-
ance. If it had been held in the West, or even at Eome,
what it says might appear suspicious to some critics

;
but it

1 Gelas. Cyzic. Commentarius actorum Concilii Nicceni, lib. i. c. 1; in Mansi,
ii. 759

;
Hard. i. 345.

2
Mansi, ii. 694, 696, 699, 702. 3

Socrates, Hist. Eccles. ii. 41.
* Actio xviii. in Hard. iii. 1418. ^ Cf. above, the Introduction, p. 9.
«

e.g. Ittig, I.e. § 11. 7
Eufinus, Hist. Eccl. i. 1.
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took place at Constantinople, at a period when tlie bishops of

this city were beginning to be rivals to those of Eome. The

Greeks formed greatly the majority of the members of the

Council, and consequently their testimony in favour of Eome,
more especially in favour of the co-operation of Silvester, is

very important.^

In order to make the journey to Nicsea possible to some,

and at least easier to others, the Emperor placed the public con-

veya.nces and the beasts of burden belonging to the Govern-

ment at the disposal of the bishops ;
and while the Council

lasted, he provided abundantly for the entertainment of its

members.^ The choice of the town of Mca^a was also very
favourable for a large concourse of bishops. Situated upon
one of the rivers flowing into the Propontis on the borders of

Lake Ascanius, NiccTo- was very easy to reach by water for

the bishops of almost all the provinces, especially for those of

Asia, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Greece, and Thrace : it was a

much frequented commercial city, in relation with every

country, not far distant from the imperial residence in Nico-

media, and after the latter the most considerable city in

Bithynia. After the lapse of so many centuries, and under

the oppressive Turkish rule, it is so fallen from its ancient

splendour, that under the name of Isnik it numbers now

scarcely 1500 inhabitants. This is fewer than the number of

"guests it contained at the time when our Synod was held.

Sec. 25. Numher of the Memhers of the Council.

Eusebius says that there were more than two hundred and

fifty bishops present at the Council of Nicsea
;
and he adds

that the multitude of priests, deacons, and acolytes who accom-

panied them was almost innumerable.^ Some later Arabian

documents *

speak of more than two thousand bishops ;
but it

* It is to repeat the false allegations of the Pseudo-Isidore, to say that there

was a sort of preparatory Synod at Eome before the assembly of Nicsea in 324,

and that Arius was there anathematized. Cf. Mansi, iii. 615 ; and "VValch,

Gesch. der Kirchenvers. S. 142 f,

2 Euseb. Vita Const, iii. 6 and 9. ^ Euseb. Vita Const, iii. 8.

* The collections of the Melchitic and Coptic canons. Cf. Selden, Com-

mentar. ad Eutychii origines Alexand. p. 71
; Mansi, ii. 1073 ; Bevereg.

Synodicon, vol. ii. ; Annotat. in canones conc'dii Nicoeni, pp. 43, 44.
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is probable that the inferior orders of the clergy were reckoned

with them, and perhaps all together they reached that num-

ber. Besides, there must have been more bishops at Nictea

than Eusebius mentions
;

for S. Athanasius, who was an eye-

witness, and a member of the Council, often speaks
^
of about

three hundred bishops, and in his letter ad, Afros
^ he speaks

expressly of three hundred and eighteen. This number was

almost universally adopted ;
and Socrates himself, who always

follows Eusebius in his details respecting the commencement

of the Nicene Synod, and copies him often word for word,

nevertheless adopts the number three hundred and eighteen ;

^

also Theodoret,'* Epiphanius,^ Ambrose,^ Gelasius,'^ Eufinus,^ the

Council of Chalcedon/ and Sozomen, who speaks of ahout three

hundred bishops.^^ In fact, the number of bishops present

varied according to the months : there were perhaps fewer at

the beginning ;
so that we may reconcile the testimonies of

the two eye-witnesses Eusebius and Athanasius, if we sup-

pose that they did not make their lists at the same time.

The number of three hundred and eighteen being admitted,

it is natural that we should compare it with the three hun-

dred and eighteen servants of Abraham.-^^ S, Ambrose,-^^ and

several others after him, notice this parallel. Most of these

three hundred and eighteen bishops were Greeks : among the

Latins we find only Hosius of Cordova, Cecilian of Carthage,
Marcus of Calabria, Mcasius of Dijon, Domnus of Stridon (in

Pannonia), the two Eoman priests Victor and Vincent, repre-

sentatives of Pope Silvester.-^^ With Hosius of Cordova, the

most eminent members of the Council were those of the apos-
^ Historia Arianor, ad Monachos, c. 66

; Aioologia contra Arianos, c. 23

and 25
;
de Synodis Arimin. c. 43.

2 C. 2. 3
Socrates, Hist. Ecd. i. 8.

* Theod. Hist. Ecd. i. 7.
^
Epiph. Hceres. 69. 11.

® Ambros. de Fide ad Gratian. i. 1. 7 in Mansi, ii. 818.
8 Rufin. Hist. Ecd. i. 1 (or x. 1).

9 Condi. Chalced. Actio ii. in Hard. ii. 206
; Mansi, vi. 955.

10 Sozom. Hist. Ecd. i. 17. ^^ Gen. xiv. 14. "
I.e.

13 Euseb. Vita Const, iii. 7
;
Socrat. Hist. Ecd. i. 14

;
Sozom. Hist. Ecd.

i. 17. This latter puts by mistake Pope Julius in the place of Pope Silvester.

Many of the names mentioned are found only in the signatures of the Con'ncil

of Nicoea, of which we shall speak hereafter. Cf. Ballerini, de Antiquis Collec-

tionibus et Collectoribus Canonum. In the collection of Galland, de Vetiistis

Canonum Collectionihus dissertationum Sylloge, i. 254 sq.



272 HISTORY OF THE COUNCILS.

tolic sees, Alexander of Alexandria, Eustathius of Antioch, and

Macarius of Jerusalem: then came the two bishops of the

same name, Eusehius of Mcomedia and of Csesarea
;
Potamon

of Heraclea in Egypt, who had lost one eye in the last perse-

cution; Paphnutius of the higher Thebais, and Spiridion of

Cyprus, both celebrated for their miracles. Paphnutius had

one eye bored out and his legs cut off during Maximin's per-

secution. Another bishop, Paul of Neocsesarea, had had his

hands burnt by the red-hot irons that Licinius had commanded
to be applied to them. James of Nisibis was honoured as a

worker of miracles : it was said that he had raised the dead.

There was also seen among the foremost, Leontius of Csesarea,

a man endowed with the gift of prophecy, who during the

journey to Mcsea had baptized the father of S. Gregory of

Nazianzus; besides Hypatius of Gangra, and S. Mcolas of

Myra in Asia Minor, so well known for his generosity,^ that

Eusebius could say with truth :

" Some w^ere celebrated for

their wisdom, others for the austerity of their lives and for

their patience, others for their modesty ;
some were very old,

some full of the freshness of youth."
^ Theodoret adds :

*'Many shone from apostolic gifts, and many bore in their

bodies the marks of Christ."^

It is no wonder if, considering their circumstances, there

were some unlearned among so large a number of bishops ;

but Bishop Sabinus of Heraclea in Thrace, a partisan of

Macedonius, was quite wrong when, shortly afterwards, he

laughed at the general ignorance of the members of the

Council of Nicsea. After having given vent to his hatred as

a heretic, he did not hesitate to copy one of these Nicene

Eathers, Eusebius, the father of ecclesiastical history.* Socrates

has shown that the same Sabinus fell into other contradictions.®

^ All these men are especially named either in the signatures of the acts of

the Synod, or in Athan. Hist. Arianorum ad MonacJios, c. 12
;
Socrat. Hisf. Ecd.

1. 8 ;
Sozom. Hist. Ecd. i. 17

;
Theodor. Hist. Ecd. i. 7 ;

Rufin. Hist. Ecd.

i. 4 and 5 ; Greg, of Naz. in fun. patris. In Assemani, Bibliotheca orientaliSf

i. 17 sqq., is to be found a biography of S. James of Nisibis. Finally, Mansi

has given (ii. 637 sq.) a list, composed with the greatest care, of the most cele-

brated members of the Council of Nicaea.
2 Euseb. Vita Const, iii; 9. ^ Theodor. Hist. Ecd. i, 7.

4 Socrat. Hist. Eccies. i. 8.
* Socrat. I.e.



KIC.EA: NUMBER OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL. 273

Among the auxiliaries of tlie bisliops of Niccea, lie who
became by far the most celebrated was Athanasius, then a

young deacon of Alexandria, who accompanied his bishop
Alexander.-^ He was born about the year 300, at Alexandria,

and had been consecrated to the service of the Church in a

very peculiar manner. Eufinus relates the fact in the fol-

lowing manner :
—

According, he says, to what he heard at

Alexandria from those who knew Athanasius,^ Alexander

Bishop of Alexandria one day saw on the sea-shore several

children imitating the ceremonies of the Church. They did

not do it at all as children generally do in play; but the

bishop remarked that they followed every ecclesiastical rite

very exactly, and especially that Athanasius, who represented
the bishop, baptized several catechumens from among the

children. Alexander questioned them, and what he heard

convinced him, and also his clergy, that Athanasius had really

administered the sacrament of baptism to his little play-

fellows, and that it only required the confirmation of the

Church. Probably the young of&ciant had not intended to

play, but to do well quod fieri melt ecdesia.^ According to

the bishop's advice, all these children were consecrated to the

work of the ministry ;
and Alexander soon took the young

Athanasius to be with him, ordained him deacon in 319, and

placed so much confidence in him that he raised him above

all the other clergy, and made him an archdeacon, although

scarcely twenty years of age.* It is probable that Athanasius

took part in the Arian controversy from the commencement
;

at least Eusebius of Mcomedia, or other adversaries of his,

attribute Alexander's persevering refusal of reconciliation

with Arius to his influence. ".At Mcsea," says Socrates,^
"
Athanasius was the most vehement opponent of the Arians.'*

1 Socrat. Ic. 2 p^^f_ jj^gf^ Eccles. i. 14 (or x. 14).
^ The Benedictines of S. Jlaiir, in tlieir edition of the works of S. Athanasius

(i. ix.) ; Tillemont (notes upon S. Athan, l^o. 2), in his Memoires (viii. 275),

ed. Brux. 1732 ; and the learned Protestant J. A. Schmidt, in his dissertation.

Puer Athanasius haptizans (Helmst. 1701), doubt this narratire. Pagi, on the

contrary, defends it {Critica, ad an. 311, n. 26).
* Socrat. Hist. Eccles. i. 8

;
Theodor. Hist. Eccles. i. 26. Gelas. ii. 7 (Mansi,

I.e. ii. 818) formally styles Athanasius an archdeacon.
5 Socrat. i. 8.

S
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He was at the same time the man of highest intelligence in

the Synod, and an able logician. This aptness for contro-

versy was particularly valuable in the conflict with such

sophists as the Arians. The bishops had e\en brought learned

laymen and accomplished logicians^ with them, who, like

Athanasius and others who were present, not being bishops,

took a very active part in the discussions which preceded the

deliberations and decisions properly so called.

Sec. 26. Bate of the Synod.

All the ancients agree in saying that the Synod took place
under the consulship of Anicius Paulinus and Anicius Juli-

anus, 636 years after Alexander the Great, consequently
325 A.D.^ They are not equally unanimous about the day
and the month of the opening of the Council. Socrates says:^
" We find from the minutes that the time of the Synod (pro-

bably of its commencement) was the 20th May."* The acts

of the fourth (Ecumenical Council give another date. In the

second session of that assembly, Bishop Eunomius of Mco-
media read the Kicene Creed; and at the commencement
of his copy were these words :

" Under the consulship of

Paulinus and Julianus, on the 9th of the Greek month Dasius,

that is, the 13th before the Kalends of July, at Nicsea, the

metropolis of Bithynia."
^ The Chronicle of Alexandria gives

the same date, xiii Cal. Jul, and consequently indicates the

19th June. In order to reconcile the data of Socrates with

those of the Council of Chalcedon, we may perhaps say that

the Council opened on the 20th May, and that the Creed

was drawn up on the 19th June. But Athanasius ^

expressly

says that the Fathers of JSTicsea put no date at the commence-

ment of their Creed
;

and he blames the Arian bishops
Ursacius and Valens, because their Creed was preceded by a

fixed date. Consequently the words placed at the top of the

^ Socrat. i. 8 ; Sozom. i. 17.
^ For example, Socrat. Hist. Eccles. i. 13, ad finem

;
and the (Ecumenical

Council of Chalcedon, Actio ii., in Hard. ii. 286 ; Mansi, vi. 955.
^ Socrat. I.e.

*
T>7 ilxa.'^t Tov Matov f^nvos ; and consequently not tlie ix Kal. Junias, as Vale-

eins translates it.

"
Mansi, vi. 955 ; Hard. ii. 286. « De Synodis, c. 5 (of. c. 3).
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copy of the Mcene Creed read at Clialcedon must have pro-

ceeded, not from the Synod of Nicsea, but from some later

copyist. But neither can we establish, as Tillemont-^ and

some other historians have tried to do, that this date signifies,

not the day when the Creed was drawn up, but that of the

opening of the Synod. Even if the Synod had affixed no

date to its Creed, we may well suppose that this date was

placed there at a later period, and continue to believe that

the Council opened on the 20th of May 325, and that it

published the Creed on the 19th of June. Baronius found

a third chronological datum in an ancient manuscript, attri-

buted to Atticus Bishop of Constantinople, according to

which the Synod lasted from the 14th June to the 25th

August.^ But we may reconcile this date with the other

two, on the theory that the Synod was called together for the

20th of May. The Emperor being absent at that time, they
held only less solemn discussions and deliberations until the

14th June, when the session properly so called began, after

the arrival of the Emperor; that on the 19th the Creed was

drawn up ;
and that the other business, such as the Easter

controversy, was then continued, and the session terminated

on the 2oth August.
Valesius^ and Tillemont* think otherwise. The former

rejects the date given by Socrates, and thinks that the Council

CO aid not have assembled so early as the 20th May 325.

He calculates that, after the victory of Constantine over

Licinius and the Emperor's return, the mission of Hosius to

Alexandria, his sojourn there, then the preparations for the

Synod, and finally the journeys of the bishops to Mcsea,

must have taken a longer time
;
and he regards it as more

probable that the Synod commenced on the 19th June.

But Valesius erroneously supposes that the great battle of

Chalcedon (or Chrysopolis), in which Constantine defeated

Licinius, took place on the 7th September 324; whilst we
have more foundation for believing that it was a year pre-

^
Mdmoires, etc.

;
"Notes on the Council of Nicsea," n. i. vol. vi. p. 354.

- Baron, ad ann. 325, n. 8.

3 Annotat. in Socratis Hist. Ecdes. i. 13
;
and in Eusebeii ViU Const, iii. 14,

*
M6moireSy I.e. pp. 271, 354.
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viously, in 323.-^ But if we admit that Constantine conquered
Licinius in September 3'24, and that the next day, as Vale-

sius says/ he reached Nicomedia, there would remain from

that day, up to the 20th May 325, more than eight months;
and this would be long enough for so energetic and powerful
a prince as Constantine was, to take many measures, espe-

cially as the re-establishment of peace in religion appeared
to him a matter of extreme importance. Besides, in giving
the 19th June as the commencement of the Synod, Valesius

gains very little time :» a month longer would not be suffi-

cient to overcome all the difficulties which he enumerates.

Tillemont raises another objection against the chronology
which we adopt. According to him,^ Constantine did not arrive

at Mcaea till the 3d July, whilst we fix the 14th June for the

opening of the solemn sessions of the Council in the presence
of the Emperor. Tillemont appeals to Socrates,* who relates

that,
"

after the termination of the feast celebrated in honour

of his victory over Licinius, he left for ISTicaea." This feast,

according to Tillemont, could have been held only on the

anniversary of the victory gained near Adrianopolis the 3d

July 323. But first, it is difficult to suppose that two special

feasts should be celebrated for two victories so near together

as those of Adrianopolis and of Chalcedon: then Socrates^

does not speak of an anniversary feast, but of a triumphal

feast, properly so called
;
and if w^e examine what this his-

torian^ relates of the last attempts of Licinius at insurrection,

we are authorized in believing that Constantine celebrated nc

great triumphal feast tiU after he had repressed all these

attempts, and even after the death of Licinius. Eusebius

expressly says^ that this feast did not take place till after

the death of Licinius. We need not examine whether the

reports spread abroad respecting the last insurrections of Lici-

1 Cf. Manso, Leben Constantins d. Gr. S. 368 (Breslau 1817). In favour of

this date lie quotes many laws of Constantine's of the first half of 324, and

which could only have been published after the defeat of Licinius. Cf. Tille-

mont, Hist, des Emp6reurs, iv. 194 (ed. Yenise 1732) ;
and Gibbon, Roman

Empire^ ii.

2 Annot. in Euseb. Vit. Const, iii. 14. ^
Tillemont, I.e. pp. 277, 354.

4 Socrat. i. 8.
^ Socrat. i. 8.

6 Socrat. i. 4. ? Euseb. Vita Const, ii. 19.
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nius were true or not ;^ for if Constantine caused false reports

to be spread about the projects of Licinius, it is natural that

he should wish to confirm them afterwards by giving a public

feast. It is true we do not know the exact date of the exe-

cution of Licinius
;
but it was probably towards the middle

of 324, according to others not until 325 :^ and therefore the

triumphal feast of which we are speaking could easily have

been celebrated a short time before the Council of Mcsea.

Sec. 27. Tlie Disputations'.

In the interval which separated the o]3ening of the Synod

(20th May) and the first solemn session in the presence of the

Emperor, the conferences and discussions took place between

the Catholics, the Arians, and the philosophers, which are

mentioned by Socrates^ and Sozomen.* Socrates says ex-

pressly, that these conferences preceded the solemn opening
of the Synod by the Emperor ;

and by comparing his account

with those of Sozomen and Gelasius,^ we see that Arius was

invited by the bishops to take part in them, and that he had

full liberty there to explain his doctrine. We find, too, that

many of his friends sj^oke in his favour, and that he reckoned

as many as seventeen bishops among his partisans, particu-

larly Eusebius of Mcomedia, Theognis of Nicsea, Maris of

Chalcedon, Theodorus of Heraclea in Thrace, Menophantus of

Ephesus, Patrophilus of Scythopolis, Narcissus of Cilicia,

Theonas of Marmarica, Secundus of Ptolemais in Egypt, and

up to a certain point Eusebius of Ca3sarea.^ Besides, a good

many priests, and even laymen, took his side
; for, as Socrates

says, many learned laymen and distinguished diailecticians

were j)resent at these conferences, and took part, some for

Arius, others against him. On the orthodox side it was chiefly

Athanasius and the priest Alexander of Constantinople, vested

with power by his old bishop,^ who did battle against the

Arians.

^
Gibbon, I.e.

*
Tillemont, Hist, des EmjJireurs, iv. 195.

3 Soerat. i. 8. ^ Sozom. i. 17. ^ Gelas. ii. 7. 11.
^ Cf. Paifiniis, It i. 5 (or x. 5); Gelas. ii. 7. According to Pliilostorgiiis,

there were twenty-two bishops at first favourable to Arins, whose names he

gives. See the Fragmenta Philostorfjii, in Valesins, p. 539 (ed. Mogamt.).
7 Soerat. i. 8 ; Gelas. ii. 7 and 5

;
in Mansi, ii. 818 and 806. The Bisputatio
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Sozomen also mentions these conferences, in whicli some
wished to reject every innovation in matters of faith

;
and

others maintained that the opinion of the ancients must not

be admitted without examination.-*- He adds, that the most

able dialecticians made themselves renowned, and were re-

marked even by the Emperor ;
and that from this time Atha-

nasius was considered to be the most distinguished member of

the assembly, though only a deacon. Theodoret praises Atha-

nasius equally, who, he says,
" won the approbation of all the

orthodox at the Council of Mcsea by his defence of apostolic

doctrine, and drew upon himself the hatred of the enemies of

the truth."
^ Eufinus says :

"
By his controversial ability

(sicggestiones) he discovered the subterfuges and sophisms of the

heretics (dolos ac fallacias)"^

Eufinus, and Sozomen, who generally follows him, mention

some heathen philosophers as being present at the Synod and

at these conferences, either in order to become better acquainted
with Christianity, or to try their controversial skill against it.*

What Gelasius relates is not very probable : he affirms that

Arius took these heathen philosophers with him, that they

might help him in his disputations.^ He gives an account, at

a disproportionate length,^ of the pretended debates between

the heathen philosopher Phsedo, holding Arian opinions, and

Eustathius Bishop of Antioch, Hosius of Cordova, Eusebius of

Csesarea, etc., the result of which, he says, was the conversion

of the philosopher. According to Valesius,^ this account is

entirely false, and what Eufinus relates about the philosophers

is, to say the least, singular. One of these philosophers, he

says, could not be overcome by the most able among the Chris-

tians, and always escaped like a serpent from every proof which

was given him of the error of his doctrines. At last a con-

fessor, an unlearned and ignorant man, rose and said :

" In the

name of Jesus Christ, listen, philosopher, to the truth.

There is one God, who created heaven and earth, who formed

in Nicceno concilio cum Ario, printed in the editions of the works of S. Atha-

nasius, is not authentic, as the Bened. editor Montfaucon proves.
1 Sozom. i. 17.

2
Theodoret, Hist. Eccles. i. 26.

3
Eufinus, I.e. i. 14 (or x. 14).

^
Eufinus, I.e. i. 3 (or x. 3) ;

Sozom. i. 18.

5 Gelas. ii. 12
;
in Mansi, ii. 826, and Hard. i. 387.

6
Mansi, I.e. 829-875. ^ Annot. in Socr. Hist. Eccles. i. 8.
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man of clay, and gave him a soul. He created everything
visible and invisible by His Word : this Word, whom we call

the Son, took pity on human sinfulness, was born of a virgin,

delivered us from death by His sufferings and death, and gave
us the assurance of eternal life by His resurrection. We ex-

pect Him now to be the Judge of all our actions. Dost thou

beheve what I say, philosopher ?
" The philosopher, won-

derfully moved, could no longer hold out, and said :

" Yes
;

surely it is so, and nothing is true but what thou hast said."

The old man replied :

"
If thou believest thus, rise, follow me

to the Lord, and receive the seal of His faith." The philo-

sopher turned towards his disciples and hearers, exhorted them

to embrace the faith of Christ, followed the old man, and be-

came a member of the holy Church.-^ Sozomen^ and Gelasius^

repeat the account of Eufinus. Socrates* also relates the prin-

cipal part of the story ;
but he does not say that the philo-

sophers who took part in these conferences were heathens : his

words seem rather to refer to Christian controversialists who
took the side of Arius.

Sec. 28. Arrived of the Emperor—Solertin Opeoiing of the

Council—Presidency.

During these preparatory conferences the Emperor arrived
;

and if Socrates^ is correct, the Synod was solemnly opened
the very day following the discussion with the philosopher.
From the account given by Sozomen at the beginning of the

nineteenth chapter of his first book, one might conclude that

the solemn session in the presence of the Emperor, which we
are now to describe, did not take place till after all the dis-

cussions with Arius
;

biit Sozomen, who certainly made use

of the narrative of Eusebius, tells us^ that the Synod was

inaugurated by this solemnity (rj/jbipaf; 6pLa6ela7j<^ rfj avvoSa)).

Eusebius thus describes it :

" When all the bishops had entered

the place appointed for their session,^ the sides of which were

*

Rufinus, Ic. c. 3.
2 gozom. i. 18. ^ QqI^s. ii. 13.

* Socrat. i. 8. 5 Socrat. i. 8. « Vita Const, iii. 10.
^ Eusebius {Vita Const, iii. 10) here uses the expression tm fiiirctiru,TM olx.%

Tuv ^cifftXuuv ;
that is, literally, "the building in the midst of the imperial

]ialaccs." Theodoret
(i. 7) and Sozomen (i. 19) also speak of the Emperor's
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filled by a great number of seats, each took bis place, and

awaited in silence the arrival of the Emperor. Ere long the

functionaries of the court entered, but only those who were

Christians ;
and when the arrival of the Emperor was an-

nounced, all those present rose. He appeared as a messenger
from God, covered with gold and precious stones,

—a magni-
ficent figure, tall and slender, and full of grace and majesty.
To this majesty he united great modesty and devout humility,
so that he kept his eyes reverently bent upon this ground, and

only sat down upon the golden seat which had been prepared
for him when the bishops gave him the signal to do so. As
soon as he had taken his place, all the bishops took theirs.

Then the bishop who was immediately to the right of the

Emperor^ arose, and addressed a short speech to him, in

which he thanked God for having given them such an

Emperor. After he had resumed his seat, the Emperor, in

a gentle voice, spoke thus :
' My greatest desire, my friends,

was to see you assembled. I thank God, that to all the

favours He has granted me He has added the gi'eatest, that

of seeing you all here, animated with the same feeling. ]\Iay

no mischievous enemy come now to deprive us of this happi-
ness ! And after we have conquered the enemies of Christ,

may not the evil spirit attempt to injure the law of God by

palace. Notwithstanding this, Yalesius {Annotat. in Euseb. Vit. Const, iii.

10) "believes that the Council was held in a church, because Eusebius (c. 7)

says expressly that the bishops assembled in an oTxaj ivxrr.ptos (from tvzK

prayer). Although Eusebius makes use of the words oJxos tuv f^ainXituv (c. 10),

he means a church that may very well be called oI«of fiitfftXuo;. Theodoret

and Sozonien, he adds, did not understand the expression of Eusebius, and

therefore spoke of the Emperor's palace. The two apparently contradictory

expressions of Eusebius in ch. 7 and ch. 10 {oiko; ilxrnpio; and o^kos (iua-iX.)

have by others been reconciled by supposing that some sessions were held in

a church, and others in the Emperor's palace. Cf. Ittig, I.e. p. 6.

*
According to the title of the chapter of Eusebius' Vita Const, (iii. 11), and

according to Sozonien (i. 19), this bishop was Eusebius himself, the ecclesiastical

historian. According to Theodoret (i. 7) it was Eiistathius of Antioch, and

according to Theodore of iMopsuestia it was Alexander of Alexandria. Vale-

sius {Annot. in Euseb. Vit. Const, iii. 11) decides for Eusebius
;
and this is

very probable, for we can easily understand that Eusebius might have withheld

his own name, and mentioned the speaker only generally. Baronius (ad ann.

325, n. 55) and Mansi (ii. 663) give the speech which. Eustathius of Antioch is

supposed to have delivered, from Gregory of Csesarea. The genuineness of the

repoiT; is very doubtful. See above, p. 267.
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new blasphemies ! I consider disunion in the Church an evil

more terrible and more grievous than any kind of war. After

having, by the grace of God, conquered my enemies, I thought
I had no more to do than to thank Him joyfully with those

whom I had delivered. When I was told of the division that

had arisen amongst you, I was convinced that I ought not to

attend to any business before this
;
and it is from the desire

of being useful to you that I have convened you without

delay. But I shall not believe my end to be attained until

I have united the minds of all—until I see that peace and

that union reign amongst you which you are commissioned,
as the anointed of the Lord, to preach to others. Do not

hesitate, my friends—do not hesitate, ye servants of God
;

banish all causes of dissension—solve controversial difficulties

according to the laws of peace, so as to accomplish the work
which shall be most agreeable to God, and cause me, your
fellow-servant, an infinite joy.'"^

Constantine spoke in Latin. An assistant placed at his

side translated his discourse into Greek, and then the Emperor

gave place to the presidents of the Council (jrapeBlSov tov

Xoyov Tot? Tr^? avvoSov TrpoiBpot^^). The Emperor had opened
the Council as a kind of honorary president, and he continued

to be present at it
;
but the direction of the theological dis-

cussions, properly speaking, was naturally the business of the

ecclesiastical leaders of the Council, and was left to them.

We thus arrive at the question of the presidency ;
but as we

have already spoken of it in detail in the Introduction, we

may be satisfied with recalling here the conclusion then

arrived at, tha.t Hosius of Cordova presided at the assembly
as Papal legate, in union with the two Eoman priests Vito

(Vitus) and Vincentius.

1 "We have given tlie Emperor's speech according to Eusebius ( Vita Const, iii.

12). Theodoret (i. 7) gives certain additions
;
but these are taken, with altera-

tions, from a later speech of the Emperor. Of. Tillemont, Ic. p. 278, a. Gela-

sius (ii. 7) has evidently expanded the speech of the Emperor. It is so full

of words and empty of thoughts, that it ceitainly is not the speech of the

Emperor Constantine. Cf. Tillemont, I.e. p. 357, n. 7, Sur le Concile de Nic6e.
2 Vila Const, iii. 13.
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Sec. 29. Mutual Complaints of the Bishops.

When the Emperor had yielded the direction of the

assembly to the presidents (7rpoeSpoL<i), Eusebius^ tells ns

that the disputations and mutual complaints began. By
this he means that the Arians were accused of heresy by
the orthodox, and these in their turn by the Arians. Other

authors add, that for several days divers memorials were sent

to the Emperor by the bishops accusing one another, and by
the laity criminating the bishops; that on the day fixed to

decide these quarrels the Emperor brought to the Synod all

the denunciations wliich had been sent to him, sealed with

his signet, and, with the assurance that he had not read

them, threw them into the fire. He then said to the

bishops: "You cannot be judged by men, and God alone

can decide your controversies." According to Socrates, he

added :

"
Christ has commanded man to forgive his brother,

if he would obtain pardon for himself"^

It is possible that all this account, drawn from more recent

sources, may be only an amplification of what Eusebius relates

of the complaints and grievances which were brought forward
;

and this suggestion has the greater probability when we con-

sider that Eusebius, who tries on every occasion to extol his

hero the Emperor, would certainly not have passed this act

over in silence. However, it is impossible absolutely to

throw aside the account by Eufinus and his successors, which

contains nothing intrinsically improbable.

Sec. 30. Ma7iner of Deliberation.

We possess but few sources of information respecting the

manner of deliberation which was adopted, from the solemn

opening of the Synod by the Emperor up to the promulgation

of the creed. Eusebius, after having mentioned the grievances

brought by the bishops against one another, merely continues

thus :

" Grievances were numerous on both sides, and there

were at the beginning many controversies, accusations, and

replies. The Emperor listened to both sides with much

patience and attention. He assisted both sides, and pacified

1 Vit. Const. 1 13. ^H.KIS; Soz. i. 17 j
Eufin. i. 2 (x. 2) ; Gelas. ii. 8.
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those who were too violent. He spoke in Greek, in an ex-

tremely gentle voice, answered some with arguments, praised
others who had spoken well, and led all to a mutual under-

standing ;
so that, in spite of their previous differences, they

ended by being of the same mind."^

Socrates^ describes the discussions almost in the same

words as Eusebius, so also Sozomen f and we may conclude

from their testimony, and still more from the account by
Ptufinus,* that the discussions between the Arians and the

orthodox, which had commenced before the first solemn session

of the Council, continued in the Emperor's presence. As to

the time during which these debates lasted, Gelasius^ tells us

that
"
the Emperor sat with the bishops for several months ;"

but it is evident that he confuses the discu.ssions which took

place before the solemn opening of the Synod by the Emperor
with the deliberations which followed (he speaks of the philo-

sophers for the first time after the opening), and he imagines
that the Emperor was present not only at the later, but also

at the preliminary deliberations.

Eufinus maintains further,
" that they then held daily ses-

sions, and that they would not decide lightly or prematurely

upon so grave a subject ;
that Arius was often called into the

midst of the assembly; that they seriously discussed his

opinions ;
that they attentively considered what there was

to oppose to them; that the majority rejected the impious

system of Arius
;
and that the confessors especially declared

themselves energetically against the heresy." It is nowhere

said whether those who were not bishops were admitted to

these later debates and disputations, as they had been to the

first. Sozomen^ speaks only of the bishops who had dis-

cussed
; Eusebius says nothing of such a limitation

;
and

it is probable that men like Athanasius, and the priest Alex-

ander of Constantinople, might speak again upon so important
a question. Amongst the bishops, Marcellus of Ancyra sig-

nalized himself as an opponent of the Arians.^

1 Euseb. Vita Const, iii. 13. ^ H. E. i. 8. 3 h. E. i. 20.

^IcA. 2. ^
I.e. ii. 8. ^l.c. i. 20.

7 Athanas. Apologia c. Arianos, c, 23, 32, pp. 113, 118
; Op. t. i. 2, ed,

Patav. 1777.
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• The analogy which we may suppose to have existed be-

tween the Nicene and later Synods has caused the admission

that at Mcsea the members of the Synod were divided into

commissions or private congregations, which prepared the

materials for the general sessions.-^ But we find no trace

of this fact in the ancient documents
;
and the accounts of

Eusebius and others leave us rather to suppose that there

were no such commissions, but only general sessions of the

bishops.

Our information respecting these sessions is unfortunately

very slight and defective
;
and except the short intimations

that we have abeady seen in Eusebius and his successors,

few details have reached us. Gelasius himself, elsewhere so

prolix, says no more than Eusebius and Eufinus
;

for what he

relates of the discussions of the heathen philosophers can

only have occurred at the commencement of the Council, if it

happened at all. We should have been very much indebted

to him, if, instead of the long, dry, and improbable discussions

of the heathen philosopher Pheedo, he had transmitted to us

something of the discussions of the theologians.

Sec. 31. PapKnutius and S^piridion,

Some further details furnished by Eufinus give no more

information respecting the doctrinal discussions with the Arians,

but have reference to two remarkable bishops who were pre-

sent at Mcsea. The first was Paphnutius from Egypt, who,
he says, was deprived of his right eye, and had his knees cut

off, during the persecution by the Emperor Maximin. He had

worked several miracles, cast out evil spirits, healed the sick

by his prayers, restored sight to the blind, and the power of

their limbs to the lame. The Emperor Constantino esteemed

him so highly, that he frequently invited him to go to his

palace, and devoutly kissed the socket of the eye which he

had lost.^

The second was Spiridion of Cyprus, who from a shepherd
became a bishop, continued to tend his flocks, and made him-

self famous by his miracles and prophecies. One night, when
robbers entered his fold, thsy were detained there by invisible

1 Cf. Mbhler, AtJianas. i. 229 ^ Uufiu. i. 4 (x. 4).
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"bonds, and not till the next morning did the aged shepherd

perceive the men who had been miraculonsly made prisoners.

He set them free by his prayer, and presented them with a

ram, in order that they might not have had useless trouble.

Another time he compelled his daughter Irene, after she was

buried, to speak to him from her tomb, and tell him where she

had placed a deposit which a merchant had entrusted to him
;

and she gave, in fact, the required information. Such is the

account given by Eufinus,^ who is followed by Socrates
^ and

Gelasius.^

Sec. 32. Debates vnth the Eusebians. The o/jLoovato^.

Athanasius gives us some details respecting the intervention

of a third party, known under the name of Eusebians. It was

composed, at the time of the Council, of about twelve or fifteen

bishops,^ the chief of whom was Eusebius of Mcomedia, who

gave them his name. Theodoret^ says of them: "They attempted
to conceal their impiety, and only secretly favoured the blas-

phemies of Arius." Eusebius of Csesarea often sided with them,

although he was rather more adverse to Arianism than the

Eusebians, and stood nearer to the orthodox doctrine. If we
wished to employ expressions in use in reference to modern

parties and assemblies, we should say ; At Mcsea the orthodox

bishops formed, with Athanasius and his friends, the right;

Arius and some of his friends the left
;
whilst the left centre

was occupied by the Eusebians, and the right centre by Eu.se-

bius of Csesarea.^

Athanasius^ tells us that "the Eusebian intermediate party
was very plainly invited by the Mcene Fathers to explain their

opinions, and to give religious reasons for them. But hardly
had they commenced speaking when the bishops were con-

** That is the number, after deducting from the eighteen to twenty-two origi-

nal friends of Arius (see above, p. 277) those who were decidedly and com-

I)letely on his side.

5i. 7.

^ A more thorough examination of the doctrinal position of Eusebius will be

found below, sec. 46.
"
Athan. de decretis Syn. Nic. c. 3. It is evident from the close of c. 2,

that Athanasius is speaking here generally of the Eusebians, and not of the

Arians. Cf. c. 4, 6, 18, and E:p. ad Afros, c. 6.
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vinced of their heterodoxy," so strongly was their tendency to

Arianism manifested. Theodoret^ probably alludes to this fact

when he quotes from a pamphlet by Eustathius of Antioch,
that the Arians, who were expressly called Eusebians in the

eighth chapter, laid before the Synod a Creed compiled by
Eusebius, but that this Creed was rejected with great marks of

dissatisfaction, as tainted with heresy. We know that Vale-

sius, in his notes upon Theodoret,^ advances the opinion that

the Creed in question was compiled, not by Eusebius of Mco-

media, but by Eusebius of Csesarea
;
but we shall see further

on, that the historian submitted to the Council quite another

Creed, which has been highly commended, and which would

certainly neither have merited nor provoked such strong dis-

satisfaction from the bishops. Moreover, S. Ambrose says

expressly, that Eusebius of Mcomedia submitted a heterodox

writing to the Council.^

When the Eusebians saw that the Synod were determined

to reject the principal expressions invented by the Arians,
—

viz. : the Son is e| ovk ovtcov, a Krlo-fjua and -iroirjfia ;
that He

is susceptible of change (rpeTrTTJ^ (j)vcr€co<;) and rjv ore ovk tjv,—they tried to bring it about that in their place biblical

expressions should be selected to define the doctrine of the

Church, in the hope that these expressions would be suffi-

ciently vagu.e and general to allow another interpretation which

mi<:^ht be favourable to their doctrine. Athanasius, who relates

this fact,* does not say precisely that the Eusebians proposed
these biblical expressions, but that they would have rejoiced

in them. However, if we consider their habitual conduct, and

their continual and oft-repeated complaint that an unbiblical

expression had been selected at Mcaea, we can hardly be wrong
in supposing that they actually suggested the use of expressions

drawn from the Bible. The Fathers showed themselves dis-

posed to accept such, and to say,
" The Logos is from God, eV

Tov ©eov" (instead of
" out of nothing," as the Arians wanted

it); the Eusebians^ consulted together, and said, "We are willing

'
i. 7, 8.

2 I 7^ 8.
3 Ambros. de Fide, lib. iii. c. 7.

*
Ejnst. ad Afros, c. 5

; Ojyp. t. i. 2, p. 715, ed. Patav.
^ Athanasius here distinguishes clearly between the Arians and Eusebians,

and speaks first of the termini- technici of the former, and of the sophistries of
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to accept the formula
;
for all is from God, we and all crea-

tures, as says the apostle."^ When the bishops found out this

falseness and ambiguity, they wished to explain more exactly

the words "
of God," and added (in their Creed),

" The Son

is of the substance of God (e/c t^9 ovala^ tov Oeov) ;" and

they could no longer pretend to misunderstand this. The

bishops went on, and said further,
" The Logos is the virtue

of God, the eternal image of the Father, perfectly like to the

rather, immutable and true God ;" but they remarked that the

Eusebians exchanged signs amongst themselves, to notify that

they agreed with these expressions : for in the Bible man is

also called an image of God, the
"
image and glory of God ;"^

even the locusts are called a
"
power of God."^ The term im-

mutable applies alike to man
;
for S. Paul says,

"
Nothing can

separate us from the love of Christ;"* and even the attribute

of eternal may be applied to man, as we see it in S. Paul.^

In order to exclude this dishonest exegesis, and to express

themselves more clearly (XevKorepov), the bishops chose, in-

stead of the biblical expressions, the term 6fioovcno<; (that is,

of the same substance, or consubstantial).^ By this expres-

sion they meant,
"
that the Son is not only like to the Father,

but that, as His image. He is the same as the Father
;
that

He is of the Father
;
and that the resemblance of the Son to

the Father, and His immutability, are different from ours : for

in us they are something acquired, and arise from our fulfilling

the latter (in trying to give their own meaning to the words U QioZ), It is

therefore quite incorrect in Neander {Ch. Hist. vol. iv.) to say :

*'
Athanasius,

in his Ep. ad Afros, preserves many important circumstances bearing upon
the inner history of the Council

;
but he misses the true state of the case in

remarking only two parties in the Council, declared Arians, and partisans of

the doctrine of consubstantiality.
" But even Moliler (Athan. i. 231) is mis-

taken when he refers to the Arians (properly so called) that which Athanasius

says in the passage mentioned concerning the Eusebians (with reference to ix.

eiou), Athanasius makes a clear distinction between the Arians and Eusebians.
1 1 Cor. viii. 6

;
2 Cor. v. 17. 2 1 Cor. xi. 7.

^IntheLXX. ^ ^yva^<; f^ov (E. V. **my great army").
—Ed.

* Rom. viii. 35 (E. V. *' Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?").
Cf. vers. 38, 39.—Ed.

^ 2 Cor. iv. 11. [The word employed is as/.] See Athanas. de decretis Syn.
Nic. c. 20, t. 1. p. 177 ;

and Ep. ad Afros, c. 5, t. i. 2, p. 715, ed. Patav.
^ For a defence of this expression, cf. Nat. Alexander, H. E. t. iv. Diss. xiv.

p. 368 sqq., ed. Venet. 1778.
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the divine commands. Moreover, they wished to indicate by
this, that His generation is different from that of human
nature

;
that the Son is not only like to the Father, but in-

separable from the substance of the Father
;
that He and the

Father are one and the same, as the Son Himself said :

" The

Logos is always in the Father, and the Father always in the

Logos, as the sun and its splendour are inseparable."
"

Athanasius speaks also of the internal divisions of the

Eusebians, and of the discussions which arose in the midst of

them, in consequence of which some completely kept silence,

thereby confessing that they were ashamed of their errors.''^

As they began more clearly to foresee that Arianism would be

condemned, the Eusebians grew colder in its defence
;
and the

fear of losing their offices and dignities so influenced them,
that they ended by nearly all subscribing to the ofioovaLo^

and the entire Mcene formula.^ Eusebius of Mcomedia, in

particular, proved himself very feeble and destitute of cha-

racter ;
so much so, that even the Emperor, before and after-

wards his protector, publicly reproached him for his cowardice,

in a letter which we still possess, and related how Eusebius

had personally and through others entreated him to forgive

him, and allow him to remain in his office.*

Sec. 33.—The Creed of EuscUus of Ccesarea.

Eusebius of Csesarea made a last attempt to weaken the

strong expression ofioovaco^, and the force of the stringently

defined doctrine of the Logos. He laid before the Council the

sketch of a Creed compiled by himseK, which was read in the

presence of the Emperor, and proposed for adoption by the

assembly. After a short introduction, the Creed was con-

ceived in these words :

" We believe in one only God, Father

Almighty, Creator of things visible and invisible
;
and in the

Lord Jesus Christ, for He is the Logos of God, God of God,

Light of Light, life of life. His only Son, the first-born of all

creatures, begotten of the Father before all time, by whom also

* Athanas. de decret. Syn, Nic. c. 20, pp. 177, 178 ; and Moliler, Athanas,

i. 232.
2 Atlianas. de decret. &jn. Nic. c. 3, p. 165. ^ Atlian. I.e.

'

*
Theodoret, i. 20.
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everything was created, who became flesh for our redemption,
who lived and suffered amongst men, rose again the third day,

returned to the Father, and will come again one day in His

glory to judge the living and the dead. We believe also in

the Holy Ghost. We believe that each of these three is and

subsists : the Father truly as Father, the Son truly as Son,

the Holy Ghost truly as Holy Ghost
;
as our Lord also said,

when He sent His disciples to preach : Go and teach all

nations, and baptize them in the name of the Father, and of

the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." Eusebius added, that this

was his true belief
;
that he always had believed thus

;
that

he always would believe it, and anathematize every heresy.^

He relates, that after the reading of this formula nobody arose

to contradict him
; that, on the contrary, the Emperor praised

it very highly, declared that he thus believed, exhorted every-

body to accept the Creed and to sign it, only adding to it the

word o^oovaio^? The Emperor, he adds, himself explained
this' word ofioovaio^ more exactly : he said it did not signify

that there was in God a corporeal substance, nor that the

divine substance was divided (between the Father and the

Son), and rent between several persons f for material relations

cannot be attributed to a purely spiritual being.*

After these words of the Emperor, says Eusebius, the bishops

might have added the word o/jloouctlo^, and given to the Creed

that form in which it might be universally adopted, to the

exclusion of every other.

It is possible, indeed, that the Council may have taken the

formula of Eusebius as the basis of its own
;

at least the com-

parison of the two Creeds speaks in favour of that hypothesis ;

but even if this were so, it is not the less true that they
differ considerably and essentially : the word 6/jLoovaLo<; is the

^ The letter of Eusebius to his Church, in which this creed is contained, is

found in Athanasius, de dec. Syn. Nic.y in the Append, p. 187 sq., and in

Theodoret, i. 12.
2 Mohler {Athanas. i. 237) has misunderstood the words of Eusebius, in sup-

posing him to say that the Emperor approved the formula of Eusebius, but yet
exhorted them all to subscribe, not this, but the Nicene formula.

' See above, p. 244.
* In the letter of Eusebius, named above, Athan. I.e. n. 4, p. 188

; Theodoret,
i. 12

; Socrat. i. 8.

T
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principal point, and moreover it is not correct to say that the

Nicene Fathers added no more than this word to the Eusebian

formula. The Arians would perhaps have been able to admit

this Creed, whilst that of Nicsea left them no subterfuge. It

is besides evident that in his account of the matter Eusebius

has not spoken the whole truth, and his account itself explains

why he has not done so. In fact, when they presented the

Mcene Creed to him to sign, he begged a moment for re-

flection, and then signed it;^ and then feared, as having
hitherto been a protector of Arianism, that he would be blamed

for having given his signature. It was in order to explain

this conduct that he addressed a circular letter to his Church,

in which he related what we have just borrowed from him,—namely, the Creed he had proposed, its acceptation by the

Emperor, etc. After having transcribed the Nicene Creed in

•extenso, with the anathemas which are attached to it, he con-

tinues, in order to excuse himself :

" When the bishops pro-

posed this formula to me, I did not wish to consent to it

oefore having minutely examined in what sense they had taken

the expressions e/c tt}? ovala^ and ofioovaio^. After several

questions and answers, they declared that the words e'/c rod

Trarpo? did not imply that the Son was a part of the Father
;

and that appeared to me to correspond with the true doctrine,

which proclaims that the Son is of the Father, but not a

part of His substance. For the sake of peace, and in order

not to depart from the right doctrine, I would not resist the

word ofioovaio^. It is for the same reason that I admitted the

formula,
' He is begotten, and not created,' after they had ex-

plained to me that the word created designates in general all

other things created by the Son, and with which the Son has

nothing in common. He is not a Trowy/xa, He is not similar

to things created by Himself
;
but He is of a better substance

than all creatures : His substance is, according to the teach-

ing of the Scriptures, begotten of the Father
;
but the nature

of this generation is inexplicable and incomprehensible to the

creature." "As to the word ofioovauo^" Eusebius continues,
"

it is supposed that the Son is 6/jloov(tlo(; with the Father, not

after the manner of bodies and mortal beings (fwa"), nor in

1 Socrat. i. 8. ^ rphat is, not as a man, e.g., is ofiaova-ios with his parents.
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such a way that the substance and power of the Father are

divided and rent, or transformed in any way ;
for all that is

impossible with a nature not begotten of the Father (ar/ivr]To<;

<^vcri<;). The word 6fioovaLo<; expresses that the Son has no

resemblance with the creatures, but is like in all things to the

Father who has begotten Him, and that He is of no other

hypostasis or substance (ovcrla) than that of the Father. I

have agreed to this explanation, as I know that some ancient

bishops and celebrated writers have also made use of the word

ofjboovcTio^} After these explanations as to the meaning of

the Nicene formula, which were supplied in the presence of

the Emperor, we have all given our assent, and we have found

nothing unacceptable in the anathema attached to the Creed,

seeing that it prohibits expressions which are not found in

Holy Scripture. In particular, it has seemed to me quite

right to anathematize the expression,
' He was not before He

was begotten;' for, according to the universal doctrine, the

Son of God was before His corporeal birth, as the Emperor
himself af&rmed : by His divine birth He is before all eternity;

and before being begotten de facto (ivepyela) by the Holy
Ghost of Mary, He was Kara hvyajxiv in the Father."^

These last words certainly do no honour to the character of

Eusebius. He must have known that the Arians did not hold

what he attributed to them,—namely, that the Son was not

before His appearance in the flesh (by Mary) ;
for the Arian ex-

pression ovK rjv irpo rod yevv7]6rjvaL (He was not before He was

begotten) refers evidently to the generation of the Son by the

Father—a generation anterior to time—and not to His genera-

^ Eusebius probably has here in view Origen's Dial. c. Marc, and probably-

still more Dionysius the Great of Alexandria (in Ath. de dec. Syn. Nic. c. 25)
and Gregory Thaumat. {deFide, c. 2). Cf. Suicer, Thesaurus, s.v. l^oovvioi. The
Arians found fault with the word o^a. that it was not in the Holy Scriptures. In

opposition to them, Athanasius defended it {de dec. Syn. Nic. c. 21) ;
and Neander

remarks (C%. Hist. vol. iv.) : "The defenders of the Homoousion could say, It

was not necessary to make use of merely scriptural expressions, but to teach

Bible doctrine, although, in other words, new circumstances might render new
forms of expression necessary for the development and defence of biblical truth,
and the fear of unbiblical expressions might serve to hinder the refutation of

doctrines which were unbiblical in their essence and spirit.
"

2 Eusebii Ep. in Ath. at the end of his book, de dec. Syn. Nic; and Theo-

doret, I.e. Socrat. I.e. has omitted this passage.
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tion in time by the Holy Ghost in the womb of the Virgin

Mary, as Eusebius sox^histically suggests. He must have

known, besides, in what sense the Council rejected the ovk tjv

TTpo Tov <yevv7j67]vai : he had recourse, however, to a dishonest

artifice, giving another meaning to words perfectly clear in the

Arian system, and attributing a gross folly to the old friends

he had forsaken.

S. Athanasius has already remarked upon this;^ and it is

astonishing, after that (not to speak of other writers), that

even Mohler has overlooked the fact.^ But on the other side

Mohler^ has with justice pointed out with what partiality Euse-

bius everywhere puts forward the Emperor's intervention, as

if the Mcene Creed had been his work, and not the bishops'.

According to his account, one should imagine that the Em-

peror hindered free discussion by his presence, whilst S.

Ambrose and S. Athanasius both assure us of the contrary.*

The latter particularly asserts :

" All the Mcene bishops con-

demned this heresy ;
. . . and they were not constrained to

this by anybody, but they quite voluntarily vindicated the

truth as they ought."
^

The zeal displayed by the Emperor Constantino for the

6fjLoovo-Lo<;, and of which he gave proofs by the deposition of

the Arians, contrasts strongly with the manner in which he

regards the controversy at the beginning, and which he ex-

pressed before the Synod in his letter to Alexander Bishop of

Alexandria, and to Arius.® Constantine had been at that

time, according to all appearance, under the influence of the

bishop of his residence, Eusebius of Nicomedia, so much the

more as he was only a layman, and in fact only a catechu-

men himself But during the Council Hosius^ doubtless

helped him to understand the question more thoroughly, and

the subterfuges of the Arians certainly also contributed to

give the Emperor a strong aversion to a cause which was

defended by such evil means.

1 De decret. Syn. Nic. c. 3.
^ MoWer, Athanas. i. 237. ^

i^., 235.

** Ambros. Ejx 13
;
Athan. Ep. ad Episc. J£gypii et Lihyce (in the old edd.

given erroneously as Orat. i. c. Arian.), c. 13, p. 223, t. i. ed.Pat.
* Ovk dvayxn "hi rou; Kptvavras 'hyi* i'^^i Tovro, aXXu Tei*ris ^peaipiffii tti* dkv^iieif

i^i^lxovv. IIi^oir,xcc<n ^l Tovro CiKaitus ««' op&ui {I.e.).

« See above, p. 260. ^ Cf. Ifeander, I.e.
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Sec. 34. The Nicene Creed.

Tillemont,^ relying upon a passage of S. Athanasins,^ has

thought he might venture to attribute to Bishop Hosius the

greatest influence in the drawing up of the Nicene Creed.

But the assertion of S.
'

Athanasius applies only to the part

taken by Hosius in the development of the faith of Mcsea :

he does not speak in any way of a special authorship in the

compilation of the formula of Niccea. It is the same with

the expression of S. Hilary : Hujus igitur intimandce cunctis

fidei, Athanasius in Nicmna synodo diaconus, vchemens auctor

exstiterat^ Here also only the great influence which S. Atha-

nasius had in the deliberations of the Nicene Council is spoken

of; but it is not said that he gave the idea of the Creed.

We know, in fine, from S. Basil,* that Hermogenes, then a

deacon, subsequently Bishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia, acted

as secretary to the Synod, and that he wrote and read the

Creed.

This Creed, the result of long deliberations, many struggles,

and scrupulous examination, as the Emperor^ himself said,

has been preserved to us, with the anathema which was affixed

to it, by Eusebius, in a letter which he wrote to his Church,

and w^hich we have mentioned above : also by Socrates,^ Gela-

sius,^ and others. It is as follows :

IlLarevofiev et? em ©eov IIarepa iravroKparopa, irdvTcov

opaTwv re Ka\ aopdrcov itoltjti^v' kol eh eva Kvpiov ^Irjaovv

XpLarov Tov Tlov rou ©eov, ^evvrjOevra e'/c tov Harpo^ /jlouo^

707^77, TOVTCCTTLV €/c T^^9 ovaLa<; TOV Tlarpo^, ©eov e/c ©eov, ^w?
eic (p(07o<;, ©eov qXtjOipov eK ©eov aXrjOtvov, yevvrjOevra, ov iroirj-

Oevra, ofioovaiov tm Uarpl, Bl ov ra irdvra iyevero, rd re ev

Tw ovpavw Kal ra ev ry 7^7* rov hi
r)/u,d(; rou? dv6pciiirov^ Kal

hue TTjv rjfxerepav awTrjplav KareXOovra Kal aapKooOevra, evav-

OpcoTTijaavTa, nraOovTa Kai dvacrrdvTa rfj rpirrj rj/juepa, dveX-

Oovra eh ovpavov<;, Kal ip'^o/xevov Kplvai fcoj/ra? Kal veKpov<;.

^
I.e. p. 280 b.

^ In liis Hist Arianorum ad Monaclios, c. 42, Athanasius says : oZros U
'SlKKiO. -fflffTtV i^ih-TO,

3 Hilar. Pictav. Fragm. ii. c. 33, p. 1306, ed. Bened. 1693.
*

L.isil. 319
; Tillemont, p. 280 b.

5 In Socrat. i. 9, p. 30 ed. Mog.
6

i. 3. 7 ij. 26, 35.
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Kal etv TO *'A<yLov Uvevfia. Tov<; Be Xeyovra^, rjv irore ore ov/c

rjv, Kal irplv ryevvrjdrjvac ovfc rjv, koX otl ef ovk ovtcov iyevero, rj

i^ erepa^ VTrocrrdaeco^; rj ovaLa<; <^dcrKOVTa<; etvai, r) ktig-tov rj

TpeiTTov rj dXKoLWTov tov Tlov rod ©eov, dvaOefiaTL^eo rj Ka-

6o\iK7] ^EKKXeaia}
" We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Creator of

all things visible and invisible
;
and in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Son of God, only-begotten of the Father, that is, of the

substance of the Father, God of God, light of light, very God
of very God, begotten, not made, being of the same substance

with the Father, by whom all things were made in heaven

and in earth, who for us men and for our salvation came

down from heaven, was incarnate, was made man, suffered,

rose again the third day, ascended into the heavens, and He
will come to judge the living and the dead. And in the

Holy Ghost. Those who say. There was a time when He
was not, and He was not before He was begotten, and He was

^ We give here the text of the Creed as it is found in the letter of Eusebius of

Csesarea to his Church (in Athan. de decret. Syn. Nic. Append. ; 0pp. t. i, p.

188, ed. Pat,). Athanasius gives this text, with some slight and unimportant
variations, in his letter ad Jovianum imperat. c. 3 {0pp. t. i. 2, p. 623). It is

also found in Theodoret, Hist. Eccl. i. 12
;
Socrat. i. 8

; Gelasius, ii. 35
;
in the

Acts of the (Ecumenical Councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon, and elsewhere.

Sozomen, however (i. 20), from a regard to the discipline of the Arcana, would
not transmit the Nicene Creed to us. A careful comparison of all these texts

has been made by Walch, Bib. Symbol, p. 75 sqq. More recently August Hahn
(BibliotJi. der Symhole, 1842) has published such a comparison, but not, as he

erroneously asserts, with the text from the Eusebian letter as its basis, but from

the copy in Ath. Epist. ad Jovianum. An ancient Coptic translation of this

Creed, or rather two fragments of it, were discovered by the renowned Zoega (see

above, p. 265) half a century ago, and published by Pitra in the Spicilegium

Solesmense (Paris 1852, t. i. p. 513 sqq. N. I. II.). On the erroneous view of

Yalla, that the Synod of Nicaea also drew up the so-called Apostles' Creed,

of. Ittig, I. c. p. 44. In the 7th vol. of the Scrip. Vet. Nova Collectio of Angelo

Mai, p. 162, there is a Creed said to have been offered at Nicsea in opposition

to Paul of Samosata, but which is evidently du'ected against the Nestorians

and Monophysites, and consequently is of later origin, and belongs to the period

of the christological controversies. Finally, Zoega and Pitra {I.e. pp. 523-525)
have published an ancient Coptic fragment (N". III.) which professes to contain

Sententias Synodi Nicence, but which sets forth not only the principal points of

the Nicene doctrine, but also speaks of the freedom of the human will. This

fragment has no claim to proceed from the Nicene Synod, but is elaborated by
a more recent writer, who wished to put together the principal points of the

Nicene doctrine, and generally of the orthodox faith.
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made of nothing (He was created), or who say that He is of

another hypostasis, or of another substance (than the Father^),
or that the Son of God is created, that He is mutable, or

subject to change, the Catholic Church anathematizes."

All the bishops, with the exception of five, declared them-

selves ready immediately to subscribe to this Creed, under the

conviction that the formula contained the ancient faith of the

apostolic Church. This was so clear, that even the Novatian

bishop Acesius, although separated from the Church on points
of discipline, gave witness to its dogmatic truth, and adopted
the Creed unconditionally, saying, "The Council has intro-

duced nothing new in this act, Emperor ;
this has been the

universal belief since apostolic times."
^ The five bishops

who at first refused to sign were : Eusebius of Mcomedia,

Theognis of Mcsea, Maris of Chalcedon, Theonas of Mar-

marica, and Secundus of Ptolemais. They even ridiculed the

term ofzoouato^;, which could only refer, they said, to sub-

stances emanating from other substances, or which came into

existence by division, separation, and the like.^ In the end,

however, all signed except Theonas and Secundus, who were

anathematized together with Arius and his writings.* They
w^ere also excommunicated.^ But a writer on their own side,

Philostorgius, says that these three bishops did not act honestly
in their subscription ;

for he relates that, by the advice of the

Emperor, they wrote, instead of oijuoovglo^, the word oixolovg-lo^

{similar in substance, instead of one in substance), which has

almost the same sound and orthography.^ We see, indeed,

from the beginning that the signatures of these three bishops
were not considered sincere

;
for Bishop Secundus, when he

^ That is, "not of one substance witli the Father." The Nicene Creed still

uses the expressions olcrla and v-rcffraffis as identical.
2 Socr. i. 10

;
Soz, i. 22

;
Gelas. ii. 29.

3 Socrat. i. 8. On Lnther's repugnance to the word o/^oovinos, of. Ittig,

Ic. p. 47.

4 Soz. i. 21.

^ Soz. i. 9
;
Theod. i. 7, 8. S. Jerome maintains erroneously (Dial, contra

Ludferum, c. 7) that Arius recanted, and adopted the of^oovirios. He probably
confuses the Synod of Nicrea with a later one at Jerusalem, or the presbyter
Arius with the deacon of the same name. Cf. Walch, Ketzerh. ii. 480

; Schrockh.

Kircheng. Thl. v. S. 350.
^
Philostorg. Fragmenta, i. 8, at the end of Valesius' ed. of Evagrius.
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was exiled, said to Eusebius of Nicomedia :

" Thou hast sub-

scribed in order not to be banished
;
but I hope the year will

not pass away before thou shalt have the same lot."-"-

Sec. 35. The Signatures,

It appears that, at the time of S. Epiphanius (cir. 400),
the signatures of all the 318 bishops present at Nicaea still

existed.^ But, in our own time, we have only imperfect lists

of these signatures, disfigured by errors of copyists, differing

from each other, and containing the names of only 228

bishops. Moreover, the names of several bishops are omitted

in these lists whom we know to have been present at Mcsea
;

for instance, those of Spiridion and Paphnutius. The name
even of Marcellus of Ancyi^a is inaccurately given as Pan-

charius of Ancyra.^ But in spite of these faults of detail,

the lists may be regarded as generally authentic. They are,

it is true, in Latin, but they bear evident traces of translation

from the Greek. What proves their antiquity still more, is

the circumstance that the members of the Council are grouped
in them by provinces, as in other ancient Synods; for in-

stance, at those of Aries and Chalcedon. That, however,

which is of greatest importance, is the fact that the provinces
named in these lists perfectly agree with their political divi-

sion at the time of the Nicene Council
;
and particularly that

those provinces w^hose limits were assigned at a later period
are not mentioned. The bishops of these countries {e.g.

Euphratesia, Osrhoene, etc.) are, on the contrary, classed quite

correctly according to the names of the ancient provinces.

This is why the Ballerini have with justice defended the

authenticity of the lists of signatures at the Mcene .Council

against some objections made by Tillemont*

Zoega has discovered a new list of this kind in an ancient

Coptic manuscript, and Pitra published it in the Spicilcgium

Solcsmense.^ He has given not only the Coptic text, but by
^
Philostorg. Frag. i. 9.

'-^

Epiphan. Hceres. 69. 11.

2 These lists are printed in all tlie best collections of the Councils, as Mansi,
ii. 692 sqq.

*
Ballerini, de Antiq. Collect. ; in Galland. cle Vetustis Canonum Collectioni-

"bus, i. 254.
* Paris 1852, i. 516 spp.
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comparing it with the Latin lists still extant he has made out

a new list of Nicene bishops distributed equally in provinces,

and thus corrected and completed the lists known up to the

present time.

Even before Zoega, Selden
^ had given another list trans-

lated from the Arabic, which numbers altogether 318 per-

sons, but includes the names of several priests, and frequently

of many bishops, for one and the same town
;
so much so,

that Labbe^ and Tillemont* have decidedly rejected this list

as apocryphal. Another shorter list, given by Labbe, and

after him by Mansi, does not belong at all to the Nicene

Council, but to the sixth GEcumenical.^ In fine, Gelasius

gives the shortest list : it mentions only a few bishops who

sign for all the ecclesiastical provinces.^

Sec. 36. Measures tahen hy the Emperor against the Arians.

When the formula of the Synod was laid before the

Emperor, he looked upon it as inspired by God, as a revela-

tion from the Holy Spirit dwelling in men so holy/ and he

threatened to banish any one who would not sign it.^ We
have already seen the effect produced by these threats. But

the Emperor fulfilled them without delay, and exiled to

Illyria Arius and the two bishops Secundus and Theonas,

who had refused to subscribe, as well as the priests who were

attached to them.^ At the same time he ordered the books

of Arius and his friends to be burned, and he threatened all

who concealed them with pain of death. He even wished to

annihilate the name of Arians, and ordered them in future

to be called Porphyrians, because Arius had imitated Porphyry
in his enmity to Christianity.-^^ Subsequently Eusebius of

Nicomedia and Theognis of Kicsea were also deposed and

banished, because, while admitting the Creed, they would not

recognise the deposition of Arius, and had admitted Arians

1 P. 529 sq(i.
2 Tillem. 355 b. ^ jn Mansi, ii. 696.

^l.c. ^
Mansi, ii. 696 et 697, nota 7.

«
Gelas. ii. 27, 36

; Mansi, ii. 882, 927. 7
Socrates, i. 9.

8
Kufinns, H. E. i. 5 (x. 5).

8
Pliilostorg. Supplem. 539, ed. Vales iMogimt. 1679

;
Sozom. i. 21; Socr. i. 9.

^0 Cf. the letter of Constantine to the Bishops, etc. ; Socrates, i. 9, p. 32, ed.

Mopfunt.
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amongst them.* At the same time, the churches of I^icaea

and Mcomedia were required by the Emperor to elect orthodox

bishops in their place. The Emperor particularly blamed

Eusebius of Mcomedia, not only for having taught error,

but for having taken part in Licinius' persecution of the

Christians, as well as plotted intrigues against Constantine

himself, and deceived him.^

Sec. 37. Decision of the Easter Question.

The second object of the Mcene Council was the removal

of the difficulties, which had existed up to that time, as to

the celebration of the festival of Easter. The old contro-

versy respecting Easter was great and violent; but almost

greater and more violent still is that which has been raised

among learned men of later times on the Paschal controversy,

and on purely accessory questions belonging to it—for ex-

ample, whether the Primate had gained or lost in this con-

troversy
—so that the true point of the controversy has been

almost lost from sight.

The first who went most thoroughly into this question

was the learned French Jesuit, Gabriel Daniel, in 1724. A
German professor, Christopher Augustus Heumann, presented

independently, almost at the same time, the result of his

studies upon the Easter controversy. Mosheim examined

the whole of this question anew, yet only with reference to

the work of Daniel (he had not been able to lay his hand

on Heumann's dissertation) ;
and the greater number of his

successors accepted his conclusions, particularly Walch, in

the first volume of his Ketzerhistorie?

The same question has been debated with a new interest

in modern times, because of its relation to the criticism of

the Gospels ;
and particularly by the Tiibingen school, in the

interest of its peculiar theories. But the best work published

on this subject is that of Dean Weitzel, at the time a deacon

* Theodor. i. 19, 20
;
Sozom. i. 21

;
Athanasii Apolog. contra Arianos, c. 7,

p. 102, ed. Patav.
2 Constantine's letter against Eusebius is found partly in Theodoret, Hist.

Eccles. i. 20 ; complete in Gelas. iii. 2
;
in Mansi, ii. 939

;
and Baron, ad. an.

829, n. 13 sq. Cf. tlie notes of Valesius on Theodoret, i. 20.

3 S. 666 a
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at Kircheim, under the title of Die cliristl. Passafeier der

drei ersten JahrhiLnderte (The Christian Paschal Controversy

of the Three First Centuries)/ He has cleared up several

points which had remained obscure through want of complete

original information.

By the use of these preparatory works, amongst which we
must mention the Dissertation of Eettberg, published in Ilgen's

Zdtsclirift fur historisclie Tlieologie (Gazette of Historical

Theology),^ and by personally investigating anew the existing

sources of original information, we have arrived at the fol-

lowing results :
—As the Old Testament is the figure of the

iSTew, Christians in all times have recognised in the paschal

lamb of the Jews the prototj^e of Christ, and His great

expiatory sacrifice upon the cross. The Messianic passages

in the Bible had already compared Christ to a lamb, and in

the ITew Testament S. John the Baptist had explicitly called

Him the Lamb of God ;^ besides which, the slaying of the

Lamb upon the cross corresponded fully with the slaying of

the Jemsh paschal lamb. The typical character of the Jewish

paschal lamb was so evident in the eyes of the ancient

Christians, that the Apostle Paul^ called our Lord Jesus

Christ
" our Passover (to irdcr^a rjfiMv)!'^

All parties unanimously agreed, in the controversy which

rose later about the celebration of Easter, that the festival

itself had been instituted by the apostles. But the existence

of this controversy proves that, if the apostles prescribed the

celebration of the festival of Easter, they did not determine

how it was to be celebrated, so that different practices arose

in different countries.

It is commonly supposed that there were only two separate

ways of celebrating Easter—that of Asia Minor, and that of

the West
;
but the most modern researches have established

beyond doubt that there were three parties in these divisions,

of which two were in the Church herself, and a third be-

longed to an heretical Ebionite sect.

If we would characterize these three in a general manner,
we might say : The latter held, with the continuance of the

obligation of the ancient law in general, the validity of the

1 Pforzheim 1848. »
i832, Bd. 2.

^ g. Jolm i. 36. * 1 Cor, v. 7.
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old legal passover : their festival then, properly speaking, was

not Christian ;
it was rather Jewish. The two other parties,

hoth looking from a Christian point of view, believed in the

abrogation of the ancient law, and their festival was purely
Christian. In their opinion, the prototype

—that is to say,

the Jewish Easter—had ceased, after having received its ac-

complishment in Christ; whilst the Ebionites, or the third

party, wished still to preserve the type and the typical feast.

But the two parties who regarded the matter equally from

a Christian point of view, differed on two points : {a) as to

the time of the Easter festival, and (b) as to the fast.

To the one, as to the other, Easter was the great festival

of Eedemption by Christ. But the great drama of Eedemp-
tion had two particularly remarkable moments—the death

and the resurrection of the Lord; and as the Jewish feast

lasted for several days. Christians also prolonged their Easter

for several days, so as to comprehend the two great moments

of the work of redemption. Thus both sides celebrated {a)

the day of death, and (y8) the day of resurrection. They
were also agreed as to the time of the celebration of the

festival, in so far as the two parties were agreed, to the

greatest possible extent, as to the date of the death of Christ,

and chose, as the first decisive point in deciding the festival,

the 14th of Nisan, not because they regarded the Jewish law

as binding upon that point, but because Christ's Passion had

actually commenced on that date
;
and thus they formed

their conclusions, not on legal, but on historical grounds.

However, even with this common basis, divergences were

possible, in that some insisted upon the clay of the week, and

wished specially to preserve the remembrance of that upon
which Christ had died, and also that upon which He had

risen again. These—and they were principally the Westerns
*—

consequently always celebrated the anniversary of the death

of Christ upon a Friday, and the day of resurrection upon
a Sunday, considering this custom as the akrjOearepa tu^l^

(truer order), in opposition to the Jewish ordinance.-^ The

others, on the contrary, belonging chiefly to Asia Minor, in-

^ See Constantine's letter upon the Nicene decrees, in Eusebiiis, Vita ConsL

iii. 18.
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sisted upon the day of the year and of the month, and wished

above all to celebrate the remembrance of the Lord's death

exactly upon the day of the month on which it happened,

which, according to them, was the 14th Nisan. They be-

lieved, as we shall see hereafter—and the Westerns held the

same opinion
—that Christ had not partaken of the paschal

lamb with His disciples in the last year of His life, but that

on the 14th of the month Msan, before the feast of the

passover. He had • been crucified
;

-^

consequently they wished

to celebrate the Saviour's death on the 14th Nisan, whatever

day of the week it fell upon, even were it not a Friday.

Thus the first difference as to the time consisted in this,

that the one considered above everything the day of the week

upon which Christ died, whilst the others attached the most

importance to the day of the month or of the year. But the

former did not neglect either the day of the month or of the

year : with them also the 14th Msan (fS'
= 14) was decisive

;

that is to say, they too regulated their festival according to

the ih'. When the 14th Msan fell upon a Friday, the two

parties were agreed about the time of the festival, because the

day of the week and of the month coincided. But if, for

example, the t8' fell upon a Tuesday, the Asiatics celebrated

the death of Christ upon the Tuesday, and the Westerns on

the following Friday ;
and if the ih' fell upon a Saturday, the

Asiatics celebrated the death festival upon that Saturday,
whilst the Westerns kept it still on the Friday following.

All this it is needless to discuss
;
but one point is not cer-

tain,
—

namely, whether, when the ih' (and consequently their

commemoration of the death) did not fall upon a Friday, but,

for instance, on a Wednesday, the Asiatics celebrated the

feast of the resurrection the third day after the commemora-
tion of the death—in this case on the Friday

—or kept it on

the Sunday. Weitzel holds the latter opinion ;^ but he has

not been able to bring sufficient proofs in support of his

decision. All depends here upon the sense given to the words

of Eusebius :

" The majority of bishops had (in the second

century) decreed that the [ivaTrjpiov t^9 c'a: veKpcov avaardaeco^i

I

1 See the details which follow,

a Cr. S. 1Q3, 104, 112, 265.
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could "be celebrated only on a Sunday."
^ Does he by fivcTrjpLov

T?}? e/c veKp., etc., refer to the mystery of the resurrection ? If

so, it demonstrates that the feast of the resurrection had until

then been celebrated upon other days. To escape this argu-

ment, Weitzel takes fiva-rijpLov in the sense of sacrament, that is

to say, the reception of the holy communion ;
and according to

him, these bishops ordained the communion of the resurrection

to be received only on Sunday ;
whilst previously the Asiatics

had been satisfied to celebrate the feast of the resurrection on

Sunday, but had been accustomed to communicate on the day

upon which the 1 4th Msan fell. We should rather hold the

opinion that it was the feast of the resurrection which pre-

viously had not been celebrated on Sunday. This question of

the communion leads us to the second point of difference be-

tween the Asiatics and the Occidentals, that is to say, the fast.

This divergency arose from the different way of conceiving
of the day of the death of Christ. The AVesterns considered

it exclusively as a day of mourning : they looked upon it, so

to speak, from the historical side, and were in the same state

of mind as the disciples upon the day of the death of Christ,

that is, in deepest sorrow. The Orientals, on the contrary,

rather considered this day, from its dogmatic or doctrinal side,

as the day of redemption ;
and for this reason it was to them,

not a day of mourning, but of joy, dating from the moment
when Christ died, and had thus accomplished the work of

redemption. Yet the hours of the day preceding the moment
of death were spent by them in mourning, in memory of the

Passion of Christ. They completed the fast at the moment of

the death of Christ—three o'clock in the afternoon—and then

they celebrated the feast of the communion, that is to say, the

sacred rite of the feast, with the solemn Agape (love-feast) and

the heiTTvov Kvplov (Supper of the Lord). The Occidentals,

on the contrary, considering the whole day as consecrated to

mourning, continued the fast, a sign of mourning, and did not

end it until the joyful morning of the resurrection. It was

upon this day that they celebrated the Easter communion,^

and not upon the Saturday, as Mosheim has supposed.

It is a secondary question, whether the Eastern Church
1 Euseb. Hist. Eccl. v. 23. ^ ^^nsoh. Hist. Eccl. v. 23.
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ended their fast upon the 14th Msan after the Easter com-

munion, or recommenced it once more, and continued it to the

day of the resurrection. The words of Eusebius,^ impartially-

considered, are favourable to the first opinion ;
for his eirCkvecrdaL

(to loose) and his eV/Xucrt? (loosing) of the fast indicate rather

a total completion than a simple suspension. In spite of this,

Mosheim^ has attempted to demonstrate, from a passage of

S. Epiphanius,^ that the Audians,* a degenerate branch of the

Quartodecimans, of Asia Minor, fasted again after their Easter

feast. But even if the Audians did in fact follow this custom,

it cannot from this be concluded that it was an universal Eastern

custom. In the second place, Mosheim was the first to see in

this passage what he wished to demonstrate; and he mis-

understood it, as we shall see hereafter when speaking of the

sect of the Audians.

This difference respecting the fast was not the only one.

[Not merely was the day of the end of the fast not the same

with the Eastern and Western Churches, but there was no

perfect uniformity in the manner (etSo?) of fasting,^ and this

difference went back to the remotest times. S. Irenaeus indi-

cates this in the fragment of his letter to Pope Victor, which

Eusebius has preserved :

^ "
Some," says he,

"
fast only one

day; others two; others, again, several days." Then come

these obscure words, ol he reaaapaKovTa copa<; y/jLepcvd^ re koX

vvKTepLva<^ av/jLfjL6Tpovcn ttjv rj/jiipav avrcov. .If we place a

comma after TeaaapuKovra, the sense is this: "Others fast

forty hours, reckoning the hours of the day and night ;

"
that

is to say, they fast equally by day and night. Massuet has

Tinderstood the passage in this way.'^ But if we place no

comma after TecraapaKovra, the sense is :

"
Others fast in aU

forty hours by day and night (perhaps the twenty-four hours

1 Euseb. V. 23.
2 Commentar. de rebus Christianorum ante Const. M. p. 441.
2
Epiplian. Hceres. 70. 11.

* See Mosheim, Ch. Hist. (Murdock), b. ii. Pt. ii. c. 5, § 23, n.—Ed.
^ Irenogus says (in Euseb. Hist. Eccl. v. 24) : olTt yap /iovov ^tp) r^j rifiipx; Itrrh

11 u(ji,(pi(TPtnTY;(Tis, ocXXa, xa) -rip)
roZ I'l^ovs avrou <r7ii vtjimias.

6 V. 24.

"^ In the dissertations subjoined to his edition of S. Irenseus, t. ii. dissert, ii,

art. 1, 23-28, pp. 74-77.
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of Good Friday and sixteen hours on Saturday)." Valesius

and Bohmer defend this interpretation. Gieseler gives a third

explanation. He proposes to read rfj rjfiepa, or more exactly,
aiiv rfj rjfiepa, instead of Tr)v rjfxepav, and translates it thus :

"Others reckon forty hours in all with their day;" that is,

they fast upon the day they consider as the passover, or the

day of the death of Christ, and begin with the death-hour

(three hours after noon) a new fast of forty hours until the

resurrection.-^ We do not think that such a modification of the

text, wanting in all critical authority, can be justified ;
but

we cannot absolutely decide between Massuet and Valesius,

which is happily unnecessary for our principal purpose.

S. Irenaeus clearly says that the differences in the manner
of celebrating Easter were then of no recent date—that they
had also existed in the primitive Church. After Valesius'

translation, S. Irenseus concludes that this difference was the

result of the negligence of the rulers {Kparovvrcov) of the

Church; but Massuet has proved that this translation was

incorrect, and demonstrated that the expression /cparelv does

not here mean to o-ide, but to maintain (a custom), and that

S. Irenaeus intended to say,
" who (our ancestors), it appears,

haA^e not sufficiently maintained the matter (irapa to aArptySe?

KparovvTcov), and thus have bequeathed to their descendants a

custom which arose in all simplicity, and from ignorance."^

What we have just said plainly proves, that the two parties

of whom we speak, the Asiatic and Western Churches, were

both perfectly established upon a Christian and ecclesiastical

basis
;
for Easter was a festival equally important and sacred

to both, and their difference had regard, not to the kernel of

the matter, but to the shell It was otherwise, as we have

already indicated, with the third party, which, for the sake of

brevity, we call the Ebionite or Judaic sect.^ It had this in

common with the Asiatic party, that it determined the cele-

bration of Easter according to the day of the month or of the

year (the lB'),
without regard to the day of the week. Con-

1
Gieseler, KircJiengesch. 3te Aufl. Bd. i. S. 197 f. note cc. [A translation is

published by Clark of Edinburgh.]
2 Cf. Irenaei 0pp. ed. Massuet, t, i. p. 340, note x., and t. ii. dissert, ii. § 27, p. 76.

2
They will be described at greater length below.
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sequently there were two parties of Quartodecimans, if we take

this expression in its more extended sense
;
that is to say, two

parties who celebrated their Easter festival upon the 1 4th Msan,
who were thus agreed in this external and chronological point,

but who differed toto ccelo in regard to the essence of the matter.

In fact, the Ebionite party started from the proposition,

that the prescription of Easter in the Old Testament was not

abolished for Christians, and therefore that these ought, like

the Jews, and in the same manner, to eat a paschal lamb in

a solemn feast on the 14th Nisan. This Jewish paschal

banquet was to them the principal thing. But the other

Quartodecimans, regarding the subject in a Christian light,

maintained that the ancient paschal feast was abolished—that

the type existed no longer
—that what it had prefigured,

namely, the death of the Lamb upon the cross, had been

realized,
—and that therefore the Christian should celebrate,

not the banquet, but the death of his Lord.-^

The difference between these two parties therefore depends

upon the question as to the perpetual obligatory force of the

Mosaic law. The Ebionite Quartodecimans accepted, while

the orthodox denied this perpetuity ;
and consequently the latter

celebrated not the Jewish passover, but the day of the death

of Christ. Both f)arties appealed to the Bible. The Ebionites

said : Christ Himself celebrated the passover on the 14th

Msan
; Christians, then, ought to celebrate it on that day, and

in the same way. The orthodox Quartodecimans maintained,

on the contrary, that Christ had not eaten the passover in

the last year of His earthly life, but that He was crucified

on the 14th Nisan, before the time of the paschal feast com-

menced
;
and that thus the 1 4th Nisan is the anniversary,

not of the feast of the passover, but of the death of Christ.^

Eusebius^ asserts that Asia was the home of the Quarto-

deciman party. But it is not quite clear what he means by
Asia

; since the word signifies sometimes a quarter of the

^ Cf. Chrcnicon Pascliale, ed. Dindorf, in the Collection of the Byzantines,

Bonn, i. 10
;
and AV^itzel, I.e. S. 21.

2 Cf. Fragments of S. Hippolytus, in the Chronicon Paschakf ed. Dindorf,
i. 12

;
and Weitzel, S. 65 f.

3 Euseb. Hist. Ecd. v. 24.
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world, sometimes Asia Minor, sometimes only a portion v)f the

latter/ Asia Proconsularis, of wMch Ephesus was the capital.

Eusebius has not here taken the word Asia in any of these

three acceptations : for {a) the Quartodeciman party had not

its home either in the whole of Asia Minor or the whole of

Asia, since, as Eusebius himself says,^ Pontus (in Asia Minor),

Palestine, and Osrhoene followed another practice ; and, on

the other side, (/3) it was not confined to proconsular Asia,

for we find it also in Cilicia, Mesopotamia, and Syria, as S.

Athanasius testifies.^ S. Chrysostom says 'even, that formerly
it prevailed also at Antioch.*

But Eusebius points out his meaning more clearly in the

following chapter,^ where he classes among the Quartodeci-

mans the Churches of Asia (proconsular),
" and the neighhour-

ing jproviTices" We shall see later, that there were amongst
these Quartodecimans in Asia Minor, not only orthodox, but

Ebionites, particularly at Laodicea. If the Quartodecimans in

general formed a minority among Christians,^ the Ebionites,

as it appears, formed but a small group in this minority.

The great majority of Christians regulated the festival of

Easter according to the day of the week, so that the resurrec-

tion might always be celebrated on a Sunday, and the death

of Christ always on a Friday. According to Eusebius, this

mode of celebration of the Easter festival
" was observed by

all other Churches throughout the whole world, with the ex-

ception of Asia ;"

^ and he particularly mentions Palestine,

Eome, Pontus, France, Osrhoene, Corinth, Phoenicia, and Alex-

andria.^ The Emperor Constantino the Great affirms that
"
all

the Churches of the West, the South, and the ISTorth, had

adopted this practice,, particularly Eome, the whole of Italy,

Africa, Egypt, Spain, Gaul, Britain, Libya, Achaia (Greece) ;

1 See Trench, Notes on the Epistles to the Seven Churches of Asia.—Ed.
2 Euseb. V. 23.
3 Ad Afros. Epist. c. 2, t. i. P. ii. p. 713, ed. Bened. Patav. 1777. Constan-

tine the Great says in Euseb. Vita Const, iii. 19, that Cilicia followed the prac-

tice of the West.
* Oratio in eos qui pascha jejunant (0pp. ed. BB. t. i. p. 608, n. 3).

« Euseb. V. 24. « Euseb. Vita Const, iii. 19
;
Hist. Eccl. v. 23.

7 Vita Const, iii. 19
;
Hist. Eccl. v. 23.

« Hist. Eccl. V. 23, 25.
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it Lad even been adopted in the dioceses of Asia, Pontus, and

Cilicia."^ This can be only partially true of Cilicia and Asia

Minor
;

for the latter was quite the seat of the Quartodeci-

mans, and S. Athanasius distinctly classes Cilicia amongst
the Quartodeciman provinces.^

It follows from what has been said, that it is not quite

correct to call the practice of those who regulated Easter

according to the day of the week the Western practice ; for a

great number of the Eastern provinces also adopted this plan.

It might rather be called the common or predominant use :

whilst the Quartodeciman custom, which was based on a

Jewish theory, should be called the Ebionite
;
and the second

Quartodeciman custom, which rested upon a Christian basis,

may be called the Johannean. The orthodox Quartodeci-

mans, indeed, specially appealed to S. John the evangelist,

and partly to the Apostle S. Philip, as we see from the letter

of their head, Polycrates of Ephesus ;^ and they affirmed that

these two great authorities had always celebrated Easter on

the 14th Nisan. But the Western or ordinary usage was also

based upon the apostolical authority of the prince-apostles

SS. Peter and Paul, who, according to them, had introduced

this custom.*

Besides, all parties preserved the expression of the feast of

the passover given in the Old Testament, although it only
recalled particularly the passing of the destroying angel over

the dwellings of the Israelites
;

for nD3, from nD3, signifies"to"

passing over.^ In a more general way this word signifies the

deliverance from Egypt ;
and in this sense it might have been

employed figuratively by Christians, as their feast of deliver-

ance from Egypt. The Aramaic ^'Hipg (Pascha) prevailed along
with the Hebrew form np3 (Pesach), and more widely than

this
;
and thus many Gentile Christians, who were unac-

quainted with Hebrew, were easily led to derive the word
Pascha from the Greek verb

Trdcr'^ecv.

Sometimes by the word Pascha was signified the whole week
of the Passion, sometimes the days which they celebrated dur-

1 Euseb. Vita Const iii. 19.
2 Athan. Ep. ad Afros, c. 2. » Euseb. v. 24.
* Euseb. Hist. Eccl. v. 23 ; Socrat. Hist Eccl. v. 22. » Ex. xii. 21, 27.
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ing that vreek, or even a particular day in it, especially that

of our Lord's death. Tertullian, for instance, in his book de

Jejunio} calls the whole week Pascha, but in his work de

Oratione^ only Good Friday. Constantino the Great, in the

same way, speaks sometimes of one day, sometimes of several

days, in Easter week.^ He seems also particularly to signify

by the word Easter the day of the death of Christ
;
neverthe-

less he calls the day of the resurrection not only rj/xepa dva-

o-Tao-eci}?,* but also iraG^^a, as may be seen from the whole tenor

of the passage in Eusebius,^ and from several others quoted by
Suicer.^ Basil the Great, for instance, in his Exhortaiio ad

Ba'ptismum] identifies the 7]ixkpa rod iracrya with the fivTjfio-

Gvvov (day of commemoration) tt}? avaardo-ew^;^ Subsequently,

from what period is uncertain, in order to make a distinction,

they call the day of the death irdajaa, a-ravpcoaifiov (passover

of crucifixion), and the day of the resurrection 7rda)(a dva-

crrdo-ifjLov^ (passover of resurrection).

It is clear from a passage in Tertullian,-^^ that the uni-

versal custom of the ancient Church was to celebrate Easter

for a whole week. S. Epiphanius says still more plainly,^^

"The Catholic Church celebrates not only the 14th Msan,
but the whole week ;" and as he certainly emphasized this

in opposition to the Quartodecimans, we may presume that

the Ebionite Quartodecimans celebrated only the 14th of

Nisan as the feast of the passover ;
that at least the other

days were thrown into the shade relatively to this principal

feast, which was quite in accordance with their Jewish ten-

dency. The observance of the Mosaic prescription respecting

the paschal feast seemed to them far more important than

the celebration of the days of the death and resurrection of

our Lord.

Although there was a notable difference in the three ways
of keeping Easter, the antagonism between the Johannean

and the ordinary custom was first noticed
;
but the higher

1 C. 14.
2 c. 14.

3 In Euseb. Vita Const, iii. 18.

* Euseb. Hist. Eccl v. 23.
^ Euseb. Hist. Eccl. v. 23.

6 Suiceri Thesaurus e Patribus Greeds, ii. G22, i. 304.

7 Basil. Orat. xiii.
^ Suic. I.e. 1. 304.

Suic. I.e. ii. 621 sq., i. 304. ^^ Tertull. de Jejun c. 14.

"
Epiplian. Hares. 50. 3.
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unity in the spirit and in the essence of the subject made the

chronological difference seem less striking and more tolerable.

S. Irenseus gives a proof of this when he distinctly says, in a

fragment of the synodical letter which he wrote in the name

of the Gallican bishops,
"
that the Eoman bishops before Soter,

namely Anicetus, Pius, Hyginns, Telesphorns, and Xystus (the

latter Avas living at the beginning of the second century), did

not follow the Asiatic custom, nor did they tolerate it amongst
their people, but that nevertheless they lived amicably with

those w^ho came to Eome from countries where a contrary

practice prevailed ;
and they even sent the holy Eucharist,

in token of unity, to the Quartodeciman bishops of those

Churches."
^

The first known debate respecting this difference, and the

first attempt made at the same time to put an end to it, took

place when S. Polycarp went to Piome to see Pope Anicetus,

towards the middle of the second century.^ We cannot de-

termine exactly in what year this took place. Baronius de-

clares, but with insufficient reason, for the fifth year of Marcus

Aurelius, 167 years after Christ.^ But Polycarp was so

advanced in years at this time, that it is difficult to believe he

could have undertaken so long a journey ; besides, Anicetus

had then been in the see of Eome for ten years, and conse-

quently Polycarp might well have visited him before.* How-

ever, Polycarp went to Eome, and not about the Easter business,

as Baronius concludes from an incorrect translation of Euse-

bius, but about some other slight differences which he wished

to compose in concert with Anicetus.^ He was certainly

the most worthy representative of the Johannean or Asiatic

opinions, being recognised as the most distinguished bishop of

Asia Minor, and certainly the only disciple of S. John then

living. We may suppose that he followed the Johannean

practice with regard to the celebration of Easter, not only from

the fact that he was Bishop of Smyrna in Asia Minor, but

^ In Euseb. Hist. Eccl. v. 24. It was the custom in the primitive Church
to send the holy Eucharist at Easter to friendly bishops ; but the fourteenth
canon of the Synod of Laodicea forbid this practice.

2 Euseb. Hist. Eccl. v. 24. 3 Baron, ad ann. 167, n. 8 sq.
* Yalesii ^7mo«. in Euseb. Hist. Eccl. v. 24. * Euseb. Hist. Eccl. I.e.
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also from this, that Polycrates of Ephesus, the ardent defender

of the Johannean custom, particularly appealed to Polycarp
in his struggle with Pope Victor.^ Polycarp and Anicetus

received each other with the kiss of peace, and held a con-

ference on the subject of Easter, which did not however last

long, Anicetus being unable to induce Polycarp to abandon a

practice which the latter
" had observed in communion with

the Evangelist S. John." ISTeither would Anicetus abandon

the custom pursued by his predecessors in the episcopate. In

spite of this difference they lived in communion, and Anicetus

conferred what was then a very special mark of distinction

upon his host, allowing him to celebrate the holy Eucharist in

his church and in his presence. After that they separated in

peace, and the same feeling continued between the two parties

whom they represented.^

Some years after Polycarp's journey we meet with the

first known movements of the Ebionite Quartodecimans.

Melito Bishop of Sardes relates,^ in a fragment of his work

(two books, Trepl tov nraa'^a), that "when Servilius Paulus

was Proconsul of Asia, and Sagaris Bishop of Laodicea had

suffered martyrdom,* a warm controversy arose at Laodicea on

the subject of Easter." The time in which Melito flourished

was probably about the year 170. This fragment does not

specify the particular point upon which the controversy

turned, but we learn that from another source. Apollinaris

of Hierapolis, a contemporary, a friend, and a compatriot of

Melito, whose opinions also he held, likewise ^\Tote a work

upon Easter
;
and the two fragments which have been pre-

served in the Clironicon Paschale assert—(1)
" Those are

mistaken who hold that our Lord ate the paschal lamb with

His disciples upon the 14th Msan, and that He died upon
the great day of unleavened bread (the 15th Nisan). They

pretend that S. Matthew affirms it
;
but such an opinion is

not accordant with the (ancient) law, and the
"

Gospels (espe-

cially those of S. Matthew and S. John) would thus be con-

tradictory." The second fragment says: "The 14th Nisan

* Euseb. I.e.

2 Euseb. Hist. Ecd. v. 24. Cf. Yalesius' notes upon this passage.
» Euseb. IV. 26.

* Cf. Euseb. Hist. Ecd. v. 24.
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is the true passover of our Lord, the great Sacrifice ; instead

of the lamb, we have here the Lamb of God," etc.-"-

By these fragments we see that ApoUinaris belonged to

those Christians who held that our Lord did not partake of

the passover the last year of His life, but that He was cruci-

fied upon the 14th Msan. Thus the immolation of the lamb,

the type, was realized by the death of the Lamb upon the

cross upon the same 14th of Msan, in the week of the

Passion. The type was then abolished, and the commemora-
tion of the death of Christ replaced the Jewish (t8') feast.

He holds that by admitting this theory the evangelists can

be harmonized, and that an exact parallelism was established

between the facts of the New and the types of the Old Testa-

ment.^ According to the opposite opinion, however, (1) the

evangelists are not agreed; and (2) that opinion does not

agree with the ancient law. It is not said why, but we may
conclude from his words that the following was implied :

"
If

Christ had eaten the paschal lamb upon the 14th Msan, His

death should have taken place upon the 15th Msan, whilst

the type of this death was only upon the 14th; and con-

sequently the resurrection falls upon the 1 7th Msan, whilst

the type occurs upon the 16 th."

The proximity of Hierapolis and of Laodicea, and the fact

that Melito and ApoUinaris lived at the same time, sanction

the presumption that the party attacked by the latter was
identical with that of Laodicea, and which Melito attacked

;

and as ApoUinaris and Melito were associated as apologists
and lights of their time, they were also certainly associated

in the Easter controversy. ApoUinaris was, as his fragments

prove, a Johannean Quartodeciman ;
and Melito was the

same, for Polycrates expressly appeals to him.^

But against whom did ApoUinaris write, and what was

1 Chronkon Paschale, ed. Dindorf (in the Byzantine Collection), i. 13. Cf.

Weitzel, Z.c. S. 22 ff.

2 Old Testament. New Testament.
14th Nisan, . . . Immolation of the Immolation of the

paschal lamb. Lamb of God.

16th Nisan, . . . OiTering of the First-truits of the

first-fruits. resurrection.
* Euseb. Hist. Ecd. v. 24.
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tlie cliaracter of tlie party against whom lie and Melito con-

tended ? Apollinaris does not enter into detail upon this

point: he simply indicates, in the first extract, that his

opponents celebrated the paschal feast upon the 14th Nisan.

They were therefore Quartodecimans ;
but as he was of that

class himself, we must seek elsewhere for the special character

of his adversaries
;
and as in the second extract he strongly

insists upon the 1 4th Msan "
being the true passover of the

Lord, the great sacrifice wherein the Son of God was immo-
lated instead of the Jewish lamb," we may conclude natu-

rally enough that his adversaries were Ebionite Quartodeci-

mans, who also celebrated, it is true, the 14th Msan, but in

a Jewish manner, with the feast of the passover.-^ This is

made stiU more evident by an extract from Hippolytus, of

which we shall have to speak hereafter. Moreover, the work

of Melito determined Clement of Alexandria to write a X0709

irepl Tov
'n-d(T')(a,

not indeed to refute it, but to complete
]\Ielito's work. Of this work of Clement's we have only

fragments preserved in the Chronicon Paschale^ and the first

of these fragments says :

"
Christ always ate the paschal

lamb with His disciples in His earlier years, but not in the

last year of His life, in which He was Himself the Lamb
immolated upon the cross." The second fragment has the

words: "Christ died on the 14th of Msan; and after His

death, on the evening of the same day, the Jews celebrated

their passover feast."
^

Clement here quite agrees with Apollinaris, and his work

proves that the same party which Apollinaris opposed still

existed after the lapse of many years.

After some time, S. Hippolytus , attacked them in two

fragments, both preserved in the Chronicon Paschalc.^ He

distinctly says :

" The controversy still lasts, for some errone-

ously maintain that Christ ate the passover before His death,

and that consequently we ought to do so also. But Christ, when

He suffered, no longer ate the legal passover ;
for He w^as

Himself the passover, previously announced, which was on

that day fulfilled in Him." This fragment by Hippolytus is

1 Cf. Weitzel, S. 16-59. 2 Chronicon Paschale, I.e. p. 14.

8 Cf. Weitzel, l.c. S. 18, 60 f.
* L 12 sq.
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taken from his work against the heresies/ and consequently
from that time the Ebionite Quartodecimans were rightly con-

sidered as heretics. He says again, in the second fragment of

liis work upon Easter :

" Christ did not partake of the pass-

over before His death
;
He would not have had time for it."^

We need not wonder that an Italian bishop like Hippo-

lytus should have thought it necessary to oppose the Ebionite

party ;
for it was not restricted to Phrygia (Laodicea) and the

other countries of Asia Minor, but it had found defenders

even at Eome, and Hippolytus was a priest of the Eoman
Church—he was even for some time a schismatical Bishop of

Kome.^ Eusebius* indeed says :

"
Several sects arose in Eome

in the time of the Montanists, of which one had for its chief

the priest Florinus, another Blastus." He does not tell us

their doctrine, but says that Florinus wa-s deposed, and that

both of them had seduced many of the faithful. He adds :^

Ireneeus wrote against Elorinus a book called de Monarcliia,

and against Blastus another, de ScMsmate; but again he does

not mention the doctrine taught by Blastus. We have no

more account of it than is contained in the apocryphal

supplement to Tertullian's book dc Frescriptione,^ where it

is
'

said, in the fifty-third chapter : Fst prceterea his omnibus

(to Marcion, to Tatian, etc.) . etiam Blastus accedens, qui la-

tenter JudoAsmum vtdt introducere. According to this text,

Blastus was a Judaizer, having tendencies analogous to those

of the Ebionite Quartodecimans of Asia Minor (especially of

Laodicea^). If Blastus, towards 180, tried to introduce the

Ebionite Quartodecimanism into Italy, and even into Eome,
the aversion of Pope Victor towards the Quartodecimans in

general can be easily explained, and his earnestness in his

controversy with Polycrates and the Asiatics.

^
-rpo; a.Tuira.i rcc; alp'iirus, as the Chron. PoscJl. SayS. That is the (ruvTBiy/u.a

Kark
a'tpiffiuv ;

and Dollinger shows that this is not identical with the newly-
discovered <piXo(rQ(povfji.ivx (Hippol. and Call. S. 7 ff.).

2
Cf. Weitzel, I.e. S. 66 f.

^
Cf. Dollinger, Hippolytus u. Callistus, S. 100 f.

* Euseb. Hist. Eccl. v. 15. *
I.e. c. 20.

**
Cf. the note of Pdgaltius on c. 45.

' \Veitzel forcibly proves (S, 87), against Gieseler and Schwegler, that Bkstus
vas no Montanist.

I
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We tlms reacli the second period of the Paschal contro-

versy. In the first, we have seen the two customs of the

Church—the Johannean custom, and the usual one—existincr

side by side, each of these opposing only the Ebionite party.

Now, on the contrary, the two purely Christian opinions are

to be found in violent conflict. It was probably Pope Victor

who was the cause of the struggle : the intrigues of Blastus

doubtless resulted in setting him against the Quartodecimans,
and leading him to forbid the celebration of the feast on the

14th Msan. In 196, S. Jerome's Chronicle says that he

wrote to the most eminent bishops of every country, asking
them to assemble synods in their provinces, and by their

means to introduce the "Western mode of celebrating Easter.

These letters—for example, those to Polycrates of Ephesus—also contained threats in case of resistance.-^ ISTumerous

synods therefore assembled, as we learn from Eusebius ;^ and

all, with the exception of those of Asia Minor, unanimously
declared

*' that it was a rule of the Church to celebrate the

mystery of the resurrection only on a Sunday." They ac-

quainted all the faithful with this declaration by synodical

letters.^ Eusebius* saw several of these synodical letters,

especially those from the Synods of Palestine, presided over

by Theophilus Bishop of Csesarea and N"arcissus of Jeru-

salem
;

also those from the bishops of Pontus, under Palma
;

from the bishops of Gaul, under Irenaeus
;
from the bishops

of Osrhoene
; and, finally, the private letter from Bacchylus

Bishop of Corinth.^ They unanimously pronounced in favour

of Victor's opinion, except Polycrates Bishop of Ephesus.
The latter had also been president of a synod composed of a

great number of the bishops of his province. He said that

all approved of the remarkable letter which he proposed to

send to Pope Victor, which Eusebius has preserved.^ In this

letter he says, "We celebrate the true day, without adding
or subtracting anything ;" and he appeals, in justification of

his practice, as we have before seen, to the Apostle Phihp,
who died at Hierapolis, to S. John the Evangelist, to Poly-

* Cf. the answer of Polycrates to Victor, in Euseb. Hist, Eccl. v. 24.

2 Euseb. V. 23. * See above, upon these synods, sec. 2, and following.
* Euseb. l.c ^ See above, the same section. ^ Euseb. v. 24.
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carp, and others, who all kept Easter on the fourteenth day-

after the new moon. Seven of his own relations had been

bishops of Ephesus before him, and had observed the same

custom. " As he had attained the age of sixty-five years,

Polycrates no longer feared any threatening, he said, for he

knew that we ought to obey God rather than men." ^

Thereupon, says Eusebius, continuing his account, Pope
Victor tried to excommunicate (ajrorefjivecv Treiparai,) the

Churches of Asia and of the neighbouring provinces ;
and he

addressed an encyclical letter to this effect to all the Chris-

tians of those countries. The words of Eusebius might also

be understood to mean that Victor really launched a sentence

of excommunication against these Churches, and they have

been taken in this sense by the later Church historian So-

crates ;^ but it is more correct to say, as Valesius has shown,^

that the Pope thought of excommunicating the Asiatics, and

that he was kept from carrying out the sentence especially

by S. Irenseus. Eusebius says, indeed,
" He tried to excom-

mimicate them." He adds :

" This disposition of Victor did

not please other bishops, who exhorted him rather to seek

after peace.
* The letters in which they blame him are still

extant." However, Eusebius gives only the letter of S.

Irenaeus, who, although born in Asia Minor, declared that

the resurrection of the Saviour ought to be celebrated on a

Sunday ;
but also exhorted Victor not to cut off from com-

munion a whole group of Churches which only observed an

ancient custom. He reminds him that his predecessors had

judged this difference with much more leniency, and that, in

particular, Pope Anicetus had discussed it amicably with

Polycarp Bishop of Smyrna.*
Eusebius here remarks, that Irenseus, as his name indicates,

had become elprjvoirolo'^, and that he addressed letters on this

occasion, not only to Victor, but to other bishops.^

Thus this debate did not bring about the uniformity which

* See above, same section. ^ Socrat. v. 22.
' In liis remarks upon Euseb. v. 24.
* See above, at the commencement of this section.
'^ Cf. Teller, Pars actorum inter Asiaticas et reliquas Ecclesias super contro-

verso sacrorum Paschatos tempore, Helmst. 1767.
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Victor desired. However, as a consequence of these explana-
tions and negotiations, some Churches of Asia, it appears,

renounced their custom, and adopted that of the West, as

Massuet
^ and Valesius ^ have concluded from the letter pub-

lished by Constantino after the close of the Synod of Nicsea,

in which he says :

" Asia" (doubtless meaning some of its

Churches),
"
Pontus, and Cilicia have adopted the universal

custom."
^ This can apply only to a part of Cilicia, seeing

that, according to the testimony of S. Athanasius, the custom

of the Quartodecimans prevailed there.* Thus up to this

time the controversy bore only upon these two points : Istj

Was the festival to be held according to the day of the week,

or that of the month ? 2cl, When was the fast to cease ?

But in the third century, which we have now reached, a

fresh difficulty arose to complicate the debate, which we may
call briefly the astronomical difficulty.

We have seen that with the Asiatics, as with the Westerns,

Easter was determined by the 14th Msan, with this differ-

ence only, that the Asiatics always celebrated Easter on this

day, whilst the Westerns kept it on the Sunday following

(with them the Sunday of the resurrection was their greatest

festival). But then this question arose : On what precise

day of the year does the 14th Msan fall ? or how can the

lunar date of the 14th Msan be reconciled with the solar

year ? The Jews' ecclesiastical year, the first month of which

is called Msan, commences in the spring. At the beginning
of spring, and particularly towards the equinox, barley is

ripe in Palestine. Eor this reason the month Msan is also

called the month of sheaves; and the great festival of the

month Msan, the passover, is at the same time the feast

of harvest, in which the first sheaf of barley is offered to

God as first-fruits.^ According to this, the 14th Msan comes

almost at the same time with the full moon after the vernal

equinox ;
and although the lunar year of the Jews is shorter

1
0pp. S. Ireaseiis, vol. ii. p. 73, n. 19.

2 In his observations upon Euseb. v. 23. ^ Euseb. Vita Const, iii. 19.

* Atlianas. Ep. ad Afros, c. 2
;
and de synodis Arimin. et Seleuc. c. 5, 0pp.

ed. Bened, Patav. t. i. P. ii. pp. 674, 713. Cf. above, p. 306.

»
Ideler, Handbuch der Chromlogie, Bd. i. S. 486, 487, 490.
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than the solar year, they made up the difference by an inter-

calary month, so that the 14th Nisan always occurred at the

same period.^ It was also partly determined by the ripeness

of the barley.

Many Fathers of the Church relied especially on the fact

that the passover had always been kept by the ancient

Hebrews, and by the contemporaries of our Saviour, after the

equinox,^ and so ordered that the festival should continue

to be celebrated after the commencement of the spring. They
remarked that the Jews had always determined the tS' in

this way until the fall of Jerusalem. The defective practice

of not fixing the iB' according to the equinox was not intro-

duced among them until after that event.

"We may see clearly what resulted from this rule. Who-
ever observed it, could no longer regulate his Easter according
to the 14th Msan of the Jews, inasmuch as this day occurred

after the equinox. If the 14th fell before the equinox with

the Jews, the Christians ought to have said :

" The Jews

this year celebrate the 14th Nisan at a wrong date, a month
too soon : it is not the full moon he/ore, but the full moon

after the equinox, which is the true full moon of Msan."

We SBj full moon, for the 14th Nisan was always necessarily

at the full moon, since each month among the Jews began
with the new moon. In this case the Christians kept their

Easter a month later than the Jews, and determined it ac-

cording to the full moon after the vernal equinox. Hence
it resulted—

1. That if a Johannean Quartodeciman^ acted according to

the equinox, he always celebrated his Easter exactly on the

day of the full moon after the eqiiinox, without minding on

what day of the week it fell, or whether it coincided with

the Jewish 14th of Msan or not.

2. That if a Western acted also according to the equinox,
he always celebrated his Easter on the Sunday after the full

moon which followed the vernal equinox. If the full moon

1
Ideler, I.e. Bd. i. S. 488-490.

8
Ideler, I.e. Bd. ii. S. 229

; Weitzel, I.e. 208, 224.
^ The Ebionite Quartodeeimans acted entirely according to the Jeyrish man-

ner of computation at this period.
^

I
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fell on a Sunday, tie kept the festival not on tliat Sunday,
but on the following one, and that because the day of the

resurrection (consequently his Easter) ought to be observed

not on the very day of the lB' (being the day of Christ's

death), but after the tB'.

We shall presently see that the latter manner of computa-
tion for regulating the celebration of the Easter festival wus

adopted by many, if not all, in the West
;
but we cannot deter-

mine whether many of the Asiatics did the same. The seventh

(eighth) of the so-called Apostolic Canons, besides, ordered

Easter to be celebrated universally after the vernal equinox.
When abandoning the way of Jewish computation, the

Christians had naturally much more difficulty in determining
the period of their Easter. It was necessary to make special

calculations in order to know when Easter would fall; and

the most ancient known calculation on this point is that of

Hippolytus, a disciple of S. Irenaeus, who was erroneously
called Bishop of Pontus, but who was in fact a Eoman priest

at the commencement of the third century, and was opposition

Bishop of Eome about the year 220 to 235.-^ Eusebius^ says
of him, that in his book upon Easter he makes a computa-

tion, and bases it upon a canon of sixteen years. Nothing
more was known of this calculation or canon until in 1551,
on the way to Tivoli, not far from the Church of S. LaT\Tence,

there was discovered a marble statue of a bishop seated on
his throne. It is at present in the Vatican Museum. It was

recognised as the statue of Hippolytus, because a catalogue
of the works of the bishop represented was inscribed upon
i:he back of the throne. Upon the right side of the throne

is a table of the Easter full moons, calculated for a period of

a hundred and twelve years (from 222 to 333 after Christ).

Upon the left side is a table of the Easter Sundays for the

same period, and the calculation for both tables is based upon
the cycle of sixteen years mentioned by Eusebius : so that,

according to this calculation, after sixteen years, the Easter full

moon falls on the same day of the month, and not of the week
;

and after a hundred and twelve years it falls regularly on the

same day of the month, and of the week also. Ideler justly
» Photii Bihlioih. cod. 121

; Dollinger, I.e. S. 249. * Euseb. vi. 22.
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remarks that Hippolytus might have abridged his calculation

one half, since according to it the full moon fell every eight

years on the same day of the month, and that every fifty-six

years it fell again on the same day of the month and of the

week also.-^

This point being settled, Hippolytus lays down the follow-

ing principles :
—

1. The fast should not cease till the Sunday. This is

expressly said in the inscription on the first table (engraven
on the right side of the throne).^

2. It is thence established that it is the Sunday which

gives the rule, that the communion feast must then be cele-

brated, and the day of Christ's death on the Friday.

3. As Hippolytus always places the tS' after the 18th

March, doubtless he considered the 18th March as the

equinox, and this day formed the basis of his Easter calcula-

tions.

4. If the tS' fell on a Friday, he would keep Good Friday
on that day. If the iS' fell on a Saturday, he would not

keep Easter on the following day, but put it off for a week

(as occurred in the year 222). In the same way, if the tS'

feU on a Sunday, it was not that day, but the following Sun-

day, which was his Easter day (for example, in 227).
As Hippolytus was a disciple of S. Irenaeus, and one of

the principal doctors of the Church of Eome, we may con-

sider his Easter calculation as exactly expressing the opinion
of the Westerns, and especially of the Church of Eome, on

the subject.

The Church of Alexandria also did not celebrate Easter

until after the equinox. The great Bishop Dionysius ex-

pressly says so in an Easter letter, now lost, which is men-
tioned by Eusebius.^ According to him, Dionysius must also

have published an Easter canon for eight years. At Alex-

andria, the city of astronomers, it would, besides, have been

easy for Bishop Dionysius to make a more exact computation
than that of Hippolytus, who had settled the question satis-

factorily for only a certain number of years.*

1
Ideler, I.e. Bd. ii. S. 222. ^ cf. Weitzel, I.e. S. 200. » Euseb. vii. 20.

Ideler, Ilandb. der Chron. ii. 224 and 226.
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But Dionysius was in his turn surpassed by another Alex-

andrian—^Anatolius Bishop of Laodicea in Syria since 270,
who wrote a work upon the feast of Easter/ a fragment of

which has been preserved by Eusebius.^ He discovered the

Easter cycle of nineteen years, and began it with the year

2*77, probably because in that year his calculation was

established.

1. A'natolius proceeds upon the principle that the ancient

Jews did not celebrate the passover until after the equinox,

and that consequently the Christian's Easter ought never to

be kept until after the vernal equinox.
2. He considers the 19th March as the^ equinox.

3. He says nothing about the old question relating to the

fast, and the time when it should close
;
but evidently, as

he was an Alexandrian, he followed the usual custom (and
not that of Asia).

This cycle of nineteen years was soon subjected to different

modifications, after which it was generally adopted in Alex-

andria from the time of Diocletian. The chief modification

was, that the Alexandrians placed the equinox not on the 19 th,

but on the 21st March, which was tolerably exact for that

period. Besides, when the lB^ fell on a Saturday, they de-

parted from the systems of Anatolius and Hippolytus, and

celebrated Easter on the following day, as we do now.'* The

completion of this cycle of nineteen years is attributed to

Eusebius of Caesarea.^

Such was the state of the question at the commencement

of the fourth century. It shows us that the differences in the

time for the celebration of Easter were at that time greater

than ever.

The introduction of the question about the equinox had

added fresh differences to the three former ones. Not only

did some of the Asiatics^ continue the Jewish calculation

then in use, so that their Easter might fall before the equinox ;

» Eiiseb. vii. 32, 33.

2 Cf. Meier, I.e. ii. 227 flF., and the annotations (cliiefly en-oneous) "by Peta-

vius on Epiph. Hceres. 51, voL ii. p. 188 sqq.
'
Meier, ii. 228. *

Ideler, ii. 220, 234.

*
Ideler, ii. 232. .

«
Weitzel, I.e. 236.
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but some of the Westerns, not consulting the last astrono-

mical calculations, also celebrated their Easter before the

equinox.

Like the Asiatics, the Western Quartodecimans, who did

not consider the equinox at all, often celebrated Easter earlier

than the rest of Christendom, and therefore called themselves

ProtopascMtcs. But also among the Equinoctialists themselves

there existed some difference : for the Alexandrians calculated

Easter according to the cycle of nineteen years, and took the

21st March as the date of the equinox; whilst the Eomans,
as they followed Hippolytus, observed the cycle of sixteen

years (subsequently that of eighty-four years), and placed the

equinox on the 18th March.^ When the full moon occurred

on the 19th March, it was considered by the Latins the

Easter fuU moon, and they celebrated their festival on the

following Sunday; whilst with the Alexandrians this fuU

moon was before the equinox, and consequently they waited

for another full moon, and celebrated their Easter a month

after the day considered right by the Latins.

These serious and numerous differences were indeed very

lamentable, and were the cause of many disputes and frequent
troubles in countries where these different modes simulta-

neously existed. They often made the Christians an object of

the most bitter ridicule on the part of the heathen.^ Indeed,

the Council of Aries perfectly responded to the exigencies of

the times, when in 314 it endeavoured to establish unanimity

upon this question. This Synod commanded in its very first

canon, that henceforth Easter should be celebrated uno die et

uno tempore per omnem orhem, and that, according to custom,

the Pope should send letters everywhere on this subject.^

The Synod therefore wished to make the Eoman mode pre-

dominant, and to suppress every other, even the Alexandrian

(supposing that the difference between the Alexandrian and

the Eoman calculation was known to the bishops at Aries).

But the ordinances of Aries were not accepted everywhere,
and they failed to establish uniformity in the Church. The
decision of an oecumenical council became necessary ; and, in

1
Ideler, I.e. ii. 247, 252. ^

Epiph. Hceres. 70. 14
;
Euseb. Vita Const, iil 5.

3
Mansi, Collect. Cone. ii. 471 ;

Hard. i. 263. See above, p. 184.
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fact, the first CEcumenical Council of l^icaja was occupied with

this business. We are ignorant of the detailed debates on

this subject, knowing only the result as we find it in the

encyclical letter of the Council/ and in the Emperor's circular.*

In the former document, the Council thus addresses the

Church of Alexandria, and its well-beloved brethren in Egypt,

Libya, and Pentapolis :

" We give you good news of the unity
which has been established respecting the holy passover. In

fact, according to your desire, we have happily elucidated this

business. All the brethren in the East who formerly cele-

brated Easter with the Jews, will henceforth keep it at the

same time as the Eomans, with us, and with all those who
from ancient times have celebrated the feast at the same time

with us."^

The Emperor Constantine made the following announce-

ment in his letter to all who were not present at the Council :

" When the question relative to the sacred festival of Easter

arose, it was universally thought that it would be convenient

that all should keep the feast on one day ;
for what could be

more beautiful and more desirable, than to see this festival,

through which we receive the hope of immortality, celebrated

by all with one accord, and in the same manner ? It was

declared to be particularly unworthy for this, the holiest of

all festivals, to follow the custom (the calculation) of the

Jews, who had soiled their hands with the most fearful of

crimes, and whose minds were blinded. In rejecting their

custom,* we may transmit to our descendants the legitimate

mode of celebrating Easter, which we have observed from the

time of the Saviour's Passion to the present day (according to

the day of the week). We ought not therefore to have any-

thing in common with the Jews, for the Saviour has shown

us another way : our worship follows a more legitimate and

more convenient course (the order of the days of the week) ;

and consequently, in unanimously adopting this mode, we

1
Socrates, Hist. Eccles. i. 9.

'•^

Socrates, I.e. ; Theodoret, Hist. Eccl. i. 10
; Euseb. Vita Const, in. 17.

^
Socrates, i. 9.

* We must read i^ovs, not ihsvs, as the Mainz impression of the edition of

Talerius has it.
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desire, dearest bretliren, to separate ourselves from the detest-

able company of the Jews, for it is truly shameful for us to

hear them boast that without their direction we could not

keep this feast. How can they be in the right,
—

they who,
after the death of the Saviour, have no longer been led by
reason, but by wild violence, as their delusion may urge
them ? They do not possess the truth in this Easter question ;

for, in their blindness and repugnance to all improvements,

they frequently celebrate two passovers in the same year.^

We could not imitate those who are openly in error. How,
then, could we follow these Jews, who are most certainly

blinded by error ? for to celebrate the passover twice in one

year is totally inadmissible. But even if this were not so, it

would still be your duty not to tarnish your soul by com-

munications with such wicked people (the Jews). Besides,

consider well, that in such an important matter, and on a

subject of such great solemnity, there ought not to be any
division. Our Saviour has left us only one, festal day of our

redemption, that is to say, of His holy passion, and He desired

(to establish) only one Catholic Church. Think, then, how

unseemly it is, that on the same day some should be fasting,

w^hilst others are seated at a banquet ;^ and that after Easter,

some should be rejoicing at feasts, whilst others are still ob-

serving a strict fast.^ For this reason. Divine Providence

^ When the ^' fell before the equinox, the Jews kept the passover also hefore

the equinox ;
but as the new solar year had not then commenced, the Jews had

celebrated two passovers in the course of one solar year (from one spring to

another).
^
Supposing the /§' fell on a Friday, the Ebionite Quartodeciman celebrated

the feast of the passover on that day, but the Catholics regarded the day as a

rigorous fast. But even among the orthodox it was possible that some should

be fasting while others were feasting. The Johannean Quartodecimans (see

above, p. 313) finished their fast on the ^' at midnight, and thus it might be on

Thursday, whilst the "Westerns continued their fast till Sunday. Finally, the

Westerns, or followers of the ordinary custom, were not at one among themselves.

Those, for instance, as the Protopaschites, who paid no regard to the equinox,
or who placed it on a wrong day, might have (as we have seen, p. 321) their

Easter feast and fast about a month earlier than the others, and consequently
were fasting while these w^re feasting, and their fast was long past when it was

beginning with the others.
^
When, e.g., the Protopaschites had celebrated their Easter, their fast was at

an end, while the Equinoctialists still had their fast. Besides, the Johannean

and Ebionite Quartodecimans ended their fast and had their Easter on the ^
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wills that this custom should be rectified and regulated in a

uniform way ;
and every one, I hope, will agree upon this

point. As, on the one hand, it is our duty not to have any-

thing in common with the murderers of our Lord, and as, on

the other, the custom now followed by the Churches of the

West, of the South, and of the North, and by some of those of

the East, is the most acceptable, it has appeared good to all,

and I have been guarantee for your consent, that you would

accept it with joy, as it is followed at Eome, in Africa, in aU

Italy, Egypt, Spain, Gaul, Britain, Libya, in all Achaia,and in the

dioceses of Asia, of Pontus, and Cilicia. You should consider

not only that the number of churches in these provinces make

a majority, but also that it is right to demand what our

reason approves, and that we should have nothing in common
with the Jews. To sum up in few words : by the unanimous

judgment of all, it has been decided that the most holy festival

of Easter should be everywhere celebrated on one and the

same day, and it is not seemly that in so holy a thing there

should be any division. As this is the state of the case,

accept joyfully the divine favour, and this truly divine com-

mand
;
for all which takes place in assemblies of the bishops

ought to be regarded as proceeding from the will of God.

Make known to your brethren what has been decreed, keep
this most holy day according to the prescribed mode

;
we can

thus celebrate this holy Easter day at the same time, if it is

granted me, as I desire, to unite myseK with you ;
we can

rejoice together, seeing that the divine power has made use

of our instrumentality for destroying the evil designs of the

devil, and thus causing faith, peace, and unity to flourish

amongst us. May God graciously protect you, my beloved

brethren."
-^

We find no further details in the acts. But it is easy to

understand that the Fathers of the Council took as the basis

of their decision the computation which was most generally

admitted among orthodox Christians, that is, the one which

regulated the lS' according to the equinox, and Easter Sunday

and consequently might feast whilst the "Westerns continued their fast to the

Sunday.
1 Euseb. Vita Const, iii. 1 8-20.
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according to the iB'. We have a letter of Constantine's upon
this point, which clearly shows the mind of the Council

; for,

according to this letter, the Synod requires, 1st, that Easter day
should always be a Sunday (and therefore decides against the

Quartodecimans) ;
and 2d, that it should never be celebrated

at the same time as the feast of the Jews. It results from this

second decision, that according to the Synod, if the c8' should

fall on a Sunday, Easter was not to be celebrated on that

Sunday, but a week later. And this for two reasons : (1)

Because the cB' indicates the day of the Saviour's death, and

that the festival of the resurrection ought to follow that day,
and not to coincide with it

; (2) because in those years when
the «8' should fall on a Sunday, Christians would be celebrat-

ing their Easter at the same time as the Jews, which was what
the Synod wished to avoid. The third decision made at Mcsea
was (3) to forbid Christians to celebrate Easter twice in one

year ;
that is to say, that the equinox should be considered in

all calculations about Easter.

In my opinion, there is no doubt that Constantine, in his

letter, which has every appearance of being a synodical letter,

mentioned only the decisions really arrived at by the Council.

This indubitable fact being once admitted, it must certainly
be acknowledged also that the Synod was right in giving
rules for determining Easter day. Perhaps it did not explain

expressly the principles which formed the basis of the three

decisions given above, but undoubtedly all these decisions

showed them sufficiently. When Ideler maintains^ "
that

the rule clearly enunciated in S. Epiphanius^ had not been

expressly prescribed by the Council of Mcaea," this opinion has

no foundation, unless Ideler plays upon the word expressly ;

for Epiphanius gives, as the basis of his computation, the

same three rules already laid down by the Nicene Council

and in the letter of Constantine,—the observation of the

Equinox, placing the lB' after the equinox, and placing the

Sunday after the iB'. Ideler appears to me to have too easily

accepted the theories in the second book of Christian Walch's
Decreti Nicceni de Pascliale ex'plicatio, which are opposed to our

opinions.
1
Ideler, ii. 207. 2

^^^\^\^ 7/ce^. 50. 3 and 70. 11.
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It may "be asked whether the Council intended to give the

preference to the Eoman computation, against the Alex-

andrian. Both rested upon the three rules accepted by the

Council; but the Eomans considered the 18th March, and

the Alexandrians the 21st March, as the terminus a quo of

the Easter full moon. According to Ideler, our Synod did

not take much notice of this difference, and seemed indeed

to entirely ignore it.-^ The acts of the Council, in fact, do

not show that it knew of this difference. The tenor of Con-

stantino's letter seems to authorize the opinion expressed by
Ideler. The sjoiodical letter indeed says :

" In future, all

shall celebrate Easter with the Eomans, with us, and with

all," etc.
;
and Constantino supposes that the manner of cele-

brating Easter among the Eomans and the Egyptians, and

consequently among the Alexandrians, is identical^ How-

ever, the great importance of the Easter question, and the

particular value which it had at the time of the Nicene

Council, hardly allow it to be supposed that the differences

between the Eoman and Alexandrian computations should

not have been known in such a large assemblage of learned

men, among whom were Eomans and Alexandrians. It is

much more rational to admit that these differences were w^ell

known, but that they were passed over without much discus-

sion. To act thus was indeed an absolute necessity, if they
wished to arrive at complete uniformity upon the Easter ques-
tion

;
and what we are now saying is not a pure hypothesis,,

for Cyril of Alexandria says :

" The General Synod has unani-

mously decreed that, since the Church of Alexandria is ex-

perienced in such sciences, she should announce by letter

every year to the Eoman Church the day on which Easter

should be celebrated, so that the whole Church might then

learn the time for the festival through apostolical authority
"

(i.e. of the Bishop of Eome).^

Pope Leo. i. expresses hiniseK in the same way in his letter

1
Ideler, ii. 238. ^ gee above, pp. 323, 324.

'^ The Prologus Paschalis of CjtH, in which this passage is found, no longer

exists, except in Latin. It was edited by Petavius {Doctrina Tempor. vol. ii.

Append, p. 502) and by Bucherius [Doctrina Tempor. p. 481), and commented

upon by Van der Hagen {Ohservationes in Prolog, j). 41). Cf. Ideler, ii. 258 f.
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to the Emperor Marcian. He says :

"
Stucluerunt itaquc sancti

Patres'' (he certainly understands by that the Fathers of

ISTicrea, though he does not expressly say so)
" occasionem

hujus erroris auferre, omnem lianc curam Alexandrino cjpis-

co;po delegaiites {qitoniam apud ^gyiptios Tiujus su/pjmtationis

antiquities tradita esse videhatur ^eritia), per quern quotannis

dies jprccdictce solemnitatis Scdi ajpostolicce indicaretur, cujus

scrijotis ad longinquiores Ucclesias indieium generate jpereur-

reretr^ If Pope Leo is in the right, this text teaches us

two things : (1) That the Synod of Mcsea gave the prefer-

ence to the Alexandrian computation over the Eoman, whilst

the contrary had been decreed at Aries
; (2) That the Synod

found a very good way of smoothing difficulties, by ordaining

that the Alexandrian Church should announce the day for

Easter to the Church of Eome, and that Eome should make

it known to the whole Church.

Another account taken from S. Ambrose agrees very well

with what S. Leo says. S. Ambrose tells us, indeed, that

according to the advice of several mathematicians, the Synod
of Mcsea adopted the cycle of nineteen years.^ ISTow this is

the Alexandrian cycle ;
and in fact, in charging the Church

of Alexandria to tell the day for Easter every year to the

Church of Eome, it adopted the Alexandrian cycle;^ .

Dupin therefore took useless trouble when he tried to prove
that the Fathers of Nicsea had simply given occasion for the

adoption of this canon.* The Benedictine editions of the

works of S. Ambrose have also weakened the meaning of

the words of S. Ambrose, by making him say that the Mcene
Fathers had indeed mentioned this cycle, but that they had

not positively ordered it to be used.^

It is rather remarkable that the Synod should not have

placed its decision as to the celebration of the festival of

Easter among its canons. None of the canons of the Council,

not even those of doubtful authenticity, treat of this subject.

»

jE^. 121 (alias 94), ed. Bailer, i. 1228.
2
Ep. ad Episcopos jper jEmiliam. ; Op. ii. 880. Cf. Ideler, ii. 211.

'
Ideler, ii. 212.

*
Dupin, Nouvelle BibliotMque des auteurs eccl. ii. 316, ed. Paris 1693.

^
Dionysius the Less expresses himself like S. Ambrose. Cf. Ideler, ii. 212.
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Perhaps the Synod wished to conciliate those who were not

ready to give up immediately . the customs of the Quarto-

decimans. It refused to anathematize a practice which had

been handed down from apostolic times in several orthodox

Churches.-^

The differences in the way of fixing the period of Easter

did not indeed disappear after the Council of Mcaea. Alex-

andria and Eome could not agree, either because one of the

two Churches neglected to make the calculation for Easter, or

because the other considered it inaccurate. It is a fact, proved

by the ancient Easter table of the Eoman Church,^ that the

cycle of eighty-four years continued to be used at Eome as

before. Now this cycle differed in many ways from the

Alexandrian, and did not always agree with it about the

period for Easter. In fact, (a) the Eomans used quite another

method from the Alexandrians : they calculated from the epact,

and began from the feria vrima of January.^ (/S) The Eomans
were mistaken in placing the full moon a little too soon;
whilst the Alexandrians placed it a little too late.* (7) At
Eome the equinox was supposed to fall on the 18th March;
whilst the Alexandrians placed it on the 21st March. (8)

EinaUy, the Eomans differed in this from the Greeks also :

they did not celebrate Easter the next day when the full

moon fell on the Saturday.

Even the year following the Council of Nicsea—that is, in

326—as well as in the years 330, 333, 340, 341, 343, the

Latins celebrated Easter on a different day from the Alex-

andrians.^ In order to put an end to this misunderstanding,
the Synod of Sardica in 343, as we learn from the newly-
discovered festival letters of S. Athanasius,^ took up again the

question of Easter, and brought the two parties (Alexandrians

and Eomans) to regulate, by means of mutual concessions, a

common day for Easter for the next fifty years."^ This com-

promise, after a few years, was not observed. The troubles

excited by the Arian heresy, and the division which it caused

between the East and the West, prevented the decree of

1
Ideler, ii. 204. 2

i^eler, ii. 249 ff.
^

j^jgler, ii. 245 f.

*
Ideler, ii. 240, 277. ^

Ideler, ii. 253. ^
They are edited by Larsow.

^ Of this again, further on, in the history of the Synod of Sardica,
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Sarclica from being put into execution
;
therefore the Emperor

Tlieodosius the Great, after the re-establishment of peace in

the Church, found himself obliged to take fresh steps for

obtaining a complete uniformity in the manner of celebrating

Easter. In 387, the Eomans having kept Easter on the

21st March, the Alexandrians did not do so for five weeks

later—that is to say, till the 25 th April
—^because with the

Alexandrians the equinox was not till the 21st March.

The Emperor Theodosius the Great then asked Theophilus

Bishop of Alexandria for an explanation of the difference.

The bishop responded to the Emperor's desire, and drew up
a chronological table of the Easter festivals, based upon the

principles acknowledged by the Church of Alexandria. Un-

fortunately, we now possess only the prologue of his work.-^

Upon an invitation from Eome, S. Ambrose also men-

tioned the period of this same Easter in 387, in his letter to

the bishops of Emilia, and he sides with the Alexandrian

computation. Cyril of Alexandria abridged the paschal table

of his uncle Theophilus, and fixed the time for the ninety-
five following Easters, that is, from 436 to 531 after Christ.^

Besides this, Cyril showed, in a letter to the Pope, what was

defective in the Latin calculation
;
and this demonstration was

taken up again, some time after, by order of the Emperor, by
Paschasinus Bishop of Lilybseum and Proterius of Alexandria,

in a letter written by them to Pope Leo i.^ In consequence
of these communications. Pope Leo often gave the preference
to the Alexandrian computation, instead of that of the Church
of Eome.* At the same time also was generally established,

the opinion so little entertained by the ancient authorities of

the Church—one might even say, so strongly in contradiction

to their teaching
—that Christ partook of the passover on the

14th Nisan, that He died on the 15th (not on the 14th, as

the ancients considered), that He lay in the grave on the 16 th,

and rose again on the 17th. In the letter we have just

mentioned, Proterius of Alexandria openly admitted aU these

different points.

Some years afterwards, in 457, Victor of Aquitaine, by
1
Ideler, ii. 254. 2

ideler, ii. 259.
3
Ideler, ii. 264-267. *

Ideler, ii. 265.



330 HISTOEY OF THE COUNCILS.

order of the Eoman ArcMeacon Hilary, endeavoured to make
the Eoman and the Alexandrian calculations agree together.

It has heen conjectured that subsequently Hilary, when Pope,

brought Victor's calculation into use, in 456, that is, at the

time when the cycle of eighty-four years came to an end.^

In the latter cycle the new moons were marked more accu-

rately, and the chief differences existing between the Latin and

Greek calculations disappeared ;
so that the Easter of the Latins

generally coincided with that of Alexandria, or was only a

very little removed from it. In cases when the iB' fell on a

Saturday, Victor did not wish to decide whether Easter should

be celebrated the next day, as the Alexandrians did, or should

be postponed for a week. He indicates both dates in his

table, and leaves the Pope to decide what was to be done in

each separate case.^ Even after Victor's calculations, there

still remained great differences in the manner of fixing the

celebration of Easter
;
and it was Dionysius the Less who first

completely overcame them, by giving to the Latins a paschal
table having as its basis the cycle of nineteen years. This

cycle perfectly corresponded to that of Alexandria, and thus

established that harmony which had been so long sought in

vain. He showed the advantages of his calculation so strongly,

that it was admitted by Eome and by the whole of Italy ;^ whilst

almost the whole of Gaul remained faithful to Victor's canon,

and Great Britain still held the cycle of eighty-four years, a

little improved by Sulpicius Severus.* When the Heptarchy
was evangelized by the Eoman missionaries, the new converts

accepted the calculation of Dionysius, whilst the ancient

Churches of "Wales held fast their old tradition. Erom this

arose the well-known British dissensions about the celebra-

tion of- Easter, which were transplanted by Columban into

Gaul.^ In 729, the majority of the ancient British Churches

accepted the cycle of nineteen years.^ It had before been

introduced into Spain, immediately after the conversion of

Eeccared. Finally, under Charles the Great, the cycle of nine-

1
Meier, ii. 284. «

Ideler, ii. 283.
3
Ideler, ii. 293. *

Ideler, ii. 296.
* See the article Columban in Eirchenlex. by AVetzer and "Welte, Bd. ii
«
Ideler, ii. 297.
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teen years triumplied over all opposition ;
and thus the whole

of Christendom was united, for the Quartodecimans had gra-

dually disappeared.-^

Before returning to the Quartodecimans, we will here add

some details for the completion of what has been said on the

Easter question. In ancient times, the entire duration of a

year was calculated erroneously. Thus it happened by degrees,

that the equinox, instead of falling on the 21st March as

announced by the calendar, really fell on the 11th March of

the calendar then in use. The calculations upon the lunar

months also contained many errors. For this reason, in 1 5 8 2,

Pope Gregory xiii. introduced a calendar improved by Alois

Lilius of Calabria, by the Jesuit Clavius, and others. The

improvements of this calendar were : 1st, That the morrow of

the 4th October 1582 was counted as the 15th October, and

the calendar was thus made to agree with astronomical cal-

culations
; 2d, The Easter full moon was calculated much more

accurately than before, and rules were established for the

future prevention of the difficulties which had been previously

experienced. Every fourth year was to be leap year, with the

exception of the secular year (i.e. the year at the end of the

century) ; yet even in this case, in four secular years, one

was to be leap year. Thus the years 1600 and 2000 are

leap years, whilst the years 1*700 and 1800 and 1900 are

not so.^

The Gregorian Calendar from this time came into use in all

Catholic countries. The Greek Church would not admit it.

Protestants accepted it in 1775, after long hesitation and

much dissension.^ In the time of Gregory xiii. the difference

between the calendar and the real astronomical year was ten

days ;
if this calendar had not been changed, it would have been

eleven days in 1700, and twelve in 1800 : for this reason

the Eussians with their Julian Calendar are now twelve days
behind us.* But even the Gregorian Calendar itself is not

1
Ideler, ii. 298. 2

j^jeler, ii. 303. 3
ijjeler, ii. 325.

* AVith us indeed, the years 1700 and '1800 were not leap years, wliich they
were according to the Julian Calendar. There are therefore altogether twelve

days of difference between the two calculations. By not counting the years
1700 and 1800 as leap years, an entire agreement has been established between
the Gregorian Calendar and the real astronomical year.
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quite exact; for, according to the calculations of Lalande,
which are now generally admitted, the duration of a tropical

year is shorter by 24 seconds than the Gregorian Calendar
^

so that after 3600 years it would differ by one day from the

astronomical year.^ Besides this, the Gregorian Calendar has

not fixed the months with perfect accuracy. A somewhat de-

fective cycle was selected on account of its greater simplicity ;

so that, astronomically speaking, the Easter full moon may
rise two hours after the time calculated by the calendar : thus,

it might be at one o'clock on the Sunday morning, whilst an-

nounced by the calendar for eleven o'clock on Saturday night.

In this case Easter would be celebrated on that same Sunday,
when it ought to be on the following Sunday.
We remark, finally, that the Gregorian Calendar occasionally

makes our Christian Easter coincide with the Jewish passover,

as for instance in 1825.^ This coincidence is entirely con-

trary to the spirit of the Mcene Council
;
but it is impossible

to avoid it, without violating the rule for finding Easter which

is now universally adopted.

Sec. 38. The later Quartodecimans.

The Council of Mcaea was to find more difficulty in the

East than in the "West in establishing complete uniformity in

the celebration of Easter. Without regard to the synodical

decisions, many Quartodecimans continued to celebrate Easter

according to their old custom. The Synod of Antioch in 341

was even obliged to threaten them with ecclesiastical penal-

ties if they did not adopt the common rules. It did so in

these words, in its first canon :

" All those who do not observe

the decision respecting the holy festival of Easter made by the

holy and great Synod of Mcsea, assembled in the presence of

the most pious Emperor Constantine, are to be excommuni-

cated and cut off from the Church if they continue obstinate

in rejecting the legal rule." The preceding refers to the

laity. But if a pastor of the Church, a bishop, priest, or

deacon, acted contrary to this decree, and ventured, to the

great scandal of the people, and at the risk of troubling the

Church, to Judaize, and to celebrate Easter with the Jews,
1
Meier, ii. 305. ^

i^eler, ii. 320.
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the Synod considered him as no longer forming part of the

Church, seeing that he not only bore the weight of his own

sin, but that he was also guilty of the fall of several others.

This clergyman is by the very fact itseK deposed ;
and not he

alone, but also all those who continue to go to him after his

deposition. Such as are deposed have no longer any right to

any of the outward honour given them by the sacred office

with which they were invested.^

These threatenings were not entirely successful. On the

contrary, we learn from S. Epiphanius^ that in his time, about

the year 400 after Christ, there were still many Quartodeci-

mans, and that they were even disagreed among themselves.

As to their faith, they are orthodox, said S. Epiphanius f but

they hold too much to Jewish fables, i.e. they observe the

Jewish Easter, and build upon the passage :

" Cursed is he

who does not celebrate his passover on the 14th Nisan."*

All that we know respecting these Quartodecimans may be

summed up as follows :
—

a. They celebrate 07ie day only, whilst the Catholic Easter

lasts for a whole week.^

h. On that day, the day of the i^, they fast, and they
communicate : they fast till three o'clock, consequently not a

whole day ;
which S. Epiphanius

^

disapproves.

c. One party among them (in Cappadocia) always cele-

brated Easter on the 25 th March, on whatever day of the

week it might fall, according to the (apocryphal) Acta Pilati,

which says that Jesus Christ died on the 25 th March.'^

d. Others did not for that reason abandon the 14th

Nisan, but hoped to make the two dates agree, by celebrating

their Easter on the day of the full moon immediately follow-

ing the 25th March.^

According to this, the Quartodecimans of S. Epiphanius
fall into three classes, one of which abandons the tS', and con-

sequently separates itself considerably from the Jews. It is

^
Mansi, Collect. Condi, ii. 1307 sq.

2
Epiph. Hceres. 50.

3
Epiph. c. 1.

* Ex. xii. 15. These exact words do not anywliere occur. Tliey are a kind
of summary of the requirements of the law.—Ed.

s
Epiph. Hceres. 50, c. 1. «

Epiph. c. 2.

^
Epiph. c. 1. 8

Weitze], Ic. S. 242, 249.

I
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impossible to determine whether the other classes followed

the ancient or the new method of the Jews in their calcula-

tion for Easter
;
but the praise which S. Epiphanius gives

them for their orthodoxy proves that they were not Ebionites,

but that they were attached to the Johannean tradition

which was for a long time prevalent in Asia Minor.

Sec. 39. The AucUans.

The Audians/or Odians/ are a remarkable branch of the

Quartodecimans : they lived in cloisters, and followed the rules

of the monastic life. Their foundation was derived from a

certain Audius of Mesopotamia, about the time of the Synod
of Nicsea. Audius had become celebrated by the severity of

his asceticism; and Epiphanius, who mentions him in his

History of Heretics^ treats him with all possible favour, so

much so that the ascetic with whom he sympathizes makes

him almost forget the schismatic. Audius, he says,^ had cen-

sured the abuses which had been introduced into the Church,

particularly the luxury and avarice of several of the bishops

and clergy, and had therefore brought upon himself much
hatred and persecution. He had borne all with patience,

when finally the blows and unworthy treatment of which he

was the object, forced him, so to speak, to excommunicate

himself, and together with a few partisans, among whom were

found some bishops and priests, to form a particular sect.

As for the rest, adds Epiphanius, he had certainly not

fallen from the true faith : at most, he could be accused only

of having expressed and maintained a singular opinion upon
a point of small importance. Like several ancient doctors,

e.g. Melito, Audius anthropomorphically considered the resem-

blance of man to God to be in the body,
—an opinion which

S. Epiphanius has refuted in a rather long dissertation.*

Before beginning the refutation of Audius, Epiphanius relates

that this ascetic was consecrated bishop after he left the

Church, by a bishop who had left the Church with him. He

^ Called also Audseans. See Epiph. Ear. 70 ; Aug. de Hares. 50. Cf.

Walch, iii. 300-321.—Ed.
2
Epiplian. Hceres. 70.

• Ic. c. 1.

*
Epiph. Hares, 70, c. 2-S incaisive.
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adds that tlie Audians lived by tlie work of their hands, and

that their whole life was truly praiseworthy.^

According to Epiphanius, the second difference between the

Audians and the Church was about the celebration of the

festival of Easter. From the ninth chapter S. Epiphanius
seeks to express very explicitly what he understands by this

difference, but his exposition is not clear.

The Audians set out from this fundamental principle :

Easter must be celebrated at the same time (but not in the

same manner) as with the Jews. This practice had been that

of the primitive Church
;
and it was only from consideration

for the Emperor Constantine, and in order to celebrate his

birthday, that it had been abolished at Mcsea. Epiphanius
refutes this last accusation of the Audians, by showing that,

according to the rules of Mcsea, Easter could not always fall

on the same day of the month : therefore it could not always
fall on the Emperor's birthday.^

To support their manner of celebrating Easter, Epiphanius

says,^ that the Audians quoted a sacred book, Bcard^eL^ tcov

diroaroXcDV. This book, we see, bears the same title as our

so-caUed Apostolic Constitutions
;
but the fragments of it given

by S. Epiphanius are not to be found in our text of the

Apostolic Constitutions, and especially upon the Easter ques-

tion they disagree with the contents of these Constitutions.

S. Epiphanius spares no praise of the orthodoxy of these

Btard^eL^: he even finds that as to discipline it is quite

conformed to the custom of the Church. Only the Audians

interpret it erroneously in what concerns the celebration of

the Easter festival. The apostles in these Biard^ei^ give the

following rule :

" You (that is, you Gentile Christians) ought
to celebrate Easter at the same time as your brethren who
have been Jews (l« TTfjOtTo/i?}?)."* The apostles meant : You

ought to act like the rest of the faithful
;
whilst the Audians

interpreted their words thus : You ought to celebrate Easter

with the Jews (ol iv TrepLrofirj). If, however, the apostolic

rule meant, in a general way, that they ought to celebrate

Easter with other Christians, Epiphanius concludes with

*

Epiph. Hoeres. 70, c. 2.
^
Epiph. Hceres. 70, c. 9.

3
Epiph. Hceres. 70, c. 10. *

Epipli. Hceres. 70. 10.
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reason that the Audians ought now to bow to the commands
of the Council of Mcaea

;
for in speaking thus, the Scard^ec^

had in view the unity and uniformity of the Church. S.

Epiphanius proves that the ZiaTd^ei^ really only desired unity,
and that they gave no directory of their own for the keeping
of the festival. He quotes the following passage in support of

his sentiments :

" Even if those whose manner of celebratinfr

Easter you have adopted should be mistaken in their views,

you ought not to regard it." The Starafet? did not therefore

intend to prescribe the best and most correct practice, but to

induce the minority to follow the majority ;
and as Christians

v/ho had been Jews formed this majority, they recommended

Jewish practice for the establishment of unity.^

Up to this S. Epiphanius is clear and intelligible ;
but what

follows is full of difficulties, many of which are perhaps in-

soluble. Here is all that we can say with any certainty about

these riddles of (Edipus, as Petavius calls them in his notes

upon Epiphanius.^

To prove to the Audians that they should follow the sense

and not the letter of the Stara^ei?, he seeks to show that,

taken in a literal sense, the text contains contradictions. In

proof, he gives the following passage in the eleventh chapter :

" Whilst the Jews have their festival of joy (the passover),

you should weep and fast on their account, because it was

on the day of this feast that they nailed the Saviour to the

cross. And when they weep and eat unleavened bread with

bitter herbs, you should celebrate your festival of joy."

I^ow, as the Jews held this festival on a Sunday, it would

follow, according to the ^iaTd^ei<^, that Christians should

weep and fast on the Sunday. But this is forbidden, and

the hiaTa^ei^ themselves say,
" Cursed be he who fasts on

the Sunday." Here there is a manifest contradiction
; and,

looked at closely, there is even a double contradiction : for,

1st
J
It is commanded to fast, and yet not to fast on the

Sunday ;
and 2cl, This precept is in opposition to the

other, which the Audians pretend to draw from the Starafet?,

namely, that they ought to celebrate Easter with the Jews.

Thus, says Epiphanius, the Stara^et?, according to the opinion
1
Epiph. I.e. c. 10 and 14.

^ yoi. ii. p. 297.
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of tlie Audians on the one side, require Easter to be kept
with the Jews

;
and on the other, they require Christians to

do the contrary of what the Jews do. S. Epiphanius then

tries to smooth this difficulty about the literal sense, and does

it in the following way :

" When the Jews celebrate their

feast after the equinox, you may do so at the same time as

they ;
but if, according to their new and wrong reckoning,

they celebrate it before the equinox, you should not imitate

them : for in that case there would be two celebrations of

Easter in the same year."

S. Epiphanius having this solution in mind, had already

made allusion to it at the beginning of the eleventh chapter,

by remarking that Easter was calculated according to the

sun, the equinox, and the moon, whilst the Jews paid no

attention to the equinox. By this remark he interrupts his

demonstration of the contradictions contained in the Siard^eL^;.

He had said, indeed, at the end of the tenth chapter :

" Even
the terms (the terms of the Starafei?) contain a contradiction,

for they contain the command to observe the fast of the vigil

during the time of the feast of unleavened bread {fieaa^ovTcov

T(ov a^v/jLcov). Now, according to ecclesiastical calculation,

that is not possible every year." With Petavius, I think

that Epiphanius here simply says the same as in the eleventh

chapter :

" When the Jews feast, we should fast
;
but the

repast of the Jews often takes place on the Sabbath, during
which day it is forbidden to fast." The meaning, then, of

the words quoted above is this :

"
They demand that we

should fast on the day of the feast of unleavened bread, that

is, on the day of the dS' {fieaa^. a^. = during the time of

unleavened bread). But, according to the Church calendar,

that is not always possible, because sometimes the c^ falls

on a Sunday." I regard, then, the last words of the tenth

chapter as merely announcing the contradiction which is

afterwards shown in the eleventh chapter. Weitzel gives
another meaning to these words :^

" The vigil of Easter (be-

fore the festival of the resurrection) should always fall in

the middle of the week of unleavened bread, which is not

always possible, according to the ecclesiastical calculation."

* Die cliristliche Passafeier, S. 258.

Y
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It is quite true that this coincidence could not always take

place according to the calculation of Mcsea
;
but it would

have been of no use for Epiphanius to appeal to the Council

of Mcsea, as it was no authority to the Audians. With

them, on the contrary, the eve of the festival of the resurrec-

tion always fell about the middle of the week of unleavened

bread, that is to say, at the end of the second day. Besides,

the connection between the tenth and eleventh chapters, and

the line of argument of S. Epiphanius, render necessary the

explanation which we have given of this passage.

In bringing forward these contradictions of the Scard^ei^;,

S. Epiphanius simply wished to refute the exaggerated Quarto-

decimanism of the Audians
;
but he does not mean to say

that these same Audians followed all these principles of the

Biard^ec^;. He does not say,
" You celebrate Easter with

the Jews, and you fast when they are eating the passover."

On the contrary, it appears that they were ignorant of these

further requirements of the Siarafet? ;
for Epiphanius does

not in the least reproach them with acting in this way. He
does not suppose in any way that they so hold it, but he

shows them that that is what the BcaTd^eL<; teach. All that

we know of the way of celebrating Easter in use among the

Audians is therefore reduced to this :
—

a. They always celebrated Easter with the Jews, conse-

quently on the day of the iB\

h. They did not separate themselves from the Jews, even

when the latter kept their passover before the equinox. This

twofold practice is entirely in harmony with what w^e know
of the origin and character of the Audians. Before separating

from the Church, they shared the sentiments of many Asiatic

Christians ;
that is to say, they were Johannean Quarto-

decimans, who celebrated their Easter, communicated, and

ended their fast on the day of the th'. The orthodoxy of

the Church which they left (the Catholic Church of Asia

Minor), and the praises of S. Epiphanius of their faith, do

not allow us to suppose that they could have been Ebionite

Quartodecimans. Epiphanius does not say that they cele-

brate Easter in the same manner as the Jews, but only that

they celebrate it at the same time as the Jews. Neither
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must we conclude that they were Ebionites because they
sometimes kept Easter with the Jews before the equinox.

That only proves that they followed the iB' closely, simply,

and literally, without troubling themselves with astronomical

calculations. When the Jews celebrated the iB', they kept
their Christian feast.

We have seen that they appealed to an apocryphal book.

We do not know if they followed the rules of this book on

other points. The analysis which Epiphanius makes of all

the passages of the Starafet? shows us that the Audians did

not follow entirely the rules given in this work about the

celebration of Easter. It is not easy to determine the exact

meaning of these rules. As Epiphanius understands them,

they set forth the following requirements :
—" When the Jews

keep their passover after the equinox, you may celebrate

Easter at the same time
;
but if, according to their new and

erroneous reckoning, they keep it before the equinox, you

ought not to imitate them." Weitzel gives another meaning
to this passage :

" When the Jews eat," etc. He believes

that the Starafet? wish to establish a middle course between

the Western and Eastern practices
—that Quartodecimanism

is their basis; to which they add the two following direc-

^tions :
—

iJp a. On the day of the tS', when the Jews keep their pass-

over, you should fast and weep, because it is the day of Christ's

death.

h. But when the Jews are mourning on the days following
the passover, or more exactly, on the Mazot days, you should

feast, that is to say, you should celebrate your Easter festival

on the day of the resurrection.

They therefore preserved on one side the Asiatic practice,

which required that Easter should be regulated according to

the day of the month
;
and on the other, they admitted the

Eoman custom, which was to fast on the day of Christ's death,

and to celebrate the festival on the day of His resurrection.

The eve of that day would then be the wypvirvla fieaa^ovrcov

Tcov a^vfjLcov spoken of by Epiphanius at the end of the tenth

chapter. We have shown above that this latter opinion was
without foundation

;
and besides, Weitzel's hypothesis has
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also this against it, that it makes the ZLaru^ei^ offer a very-

strange compromise between the Easter usage of the Westerns

and that of the Asiatics,
—a compromise which is found no-

where else, and which the Audians would not have accepted.

Epiphanius gives the following information upon the after-

history of the Audians, and the duration of this sect of the

Quartodecimans. As Audius was continually trying to spread
his doctrine further, and as he had already gained both men
and women to his side,^ the bishops complained of him to the

Emperor, who banished him to Scythia. S. Epiphanius does

not say how long he lived there
;
but he relates that he spread

Christianity among the Goths in the neighbourhood (probably

those on the borders of the Black Sea) ;
that he founded

monasteries among them, which became celebrated for the

austerity of their rules and the chastity of their monks
;
but

that he continued to celebrate Easter according to his method,

and to maintain his opinion about our likeness to God. The

Audians showed the same obstinacy in refusing to communi-

cate with other Christians, or to live even with the most

virtuous among them. What appears intolerable to S. Epi-

phanius^ is, that they would not content themselves with the

general name of Christians, and that they united to it the name

of a man in calling themselves Audians. After the death of

Audius, Uranius was their principal bishop in Mesopotamia; but

they had several bishops in the land of the Goths, among whom

Epiphanius mentions Sylvanus. After the death of Uranius and

Sylvanus, the sect became very small With the other CMs-

tians, they were driven from the country of the Goths by the

pagan king Athanarich (372).
"
They have also left our

country," adds S. Epiphanius,
" and their convent on Mount

Taurus (in the south of Asia Minor), as well as those in Pales-

tine and Arabia, have been abandoned." S. Epiphanius con-

cludes his notice with the remark, that the number of members

of this party and of their monasteries was very small at the time

when he wrote, that is, about the year 400 after Christ
;
and

they then had only two resorts, one in Chalcis, and the other in

Mesopotamia. It is hardly probable that the anthropomorphic
monks of Egypt could have had any connection with the

^
Epiphan. Hceres. c. 14 and c. 9.

^
Epiphan. c. 15.
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Aiidians : the laws of the Emperors Theodosius li. and Valen-

tinian III. prove that the latter still existed in the fifth century,

for they were then reckoned among the heretics ;^ but in the

sixth century they altogether disappear.

Sec. 40. Decision on the stcbject of the Meletian Schism,

The third chief business of the Synod of Nicsea was to

put an end to the Meletian schism, which had broken out some

time before in Egypt, and must not be confused with another

]\Ieletian schism which agitated Antioch half a century later.

The imperfect connection, or rather the contradiction, which

exists in the information furnished by the original documents,

hardly allows us to determine what was the true origin of the

Meletian schism of Egypt. These documents may be divided

into four classes, as chief of which, on account of their import-

ance, we must mention those discovered more than a century

ago by Scipio Maffei, in a. MS. belonging to the chapter of

Verona, and printed in the third volume of his Ohservazioni

letterarie? Eouth afterwards reprinted them in his Beliqiiioe

sacrm?

These documents are all in Latin, but they are evidently
translated from the Greek

;
and in order to be understood, must

often be re-translated into Greek. But that is not always suffi-

cient ; in many places the text is so corrupt as to be perfectly

unintelligible. The authenticity of these documents, which

are three in number, has been doubted by no one, and their

importance has been universally acknowledged. The most

important, the largest, and the most ancient of these pieces,

is a letter written from their dungeon by the four Egyptian

bishops, Hesychius, Pachomius, Theodorus, and Phileas, to

Meletius himself. Eusebius relates that these four bishops
were seized and martyred under Diocletian.* Maffei presumes
that Phileas Bishop of Thmuis, in Upper Egypt, was the

composer of this common letter, because this bishop is known
elsewhere as a writer,^ and is quoted by Eusebius and S. Jerome

^ Codex Theod. 1. xvi. voL v. de Hceret. 1. 65.
2
Pp. 11-18 (1738).

3 Yoi. iii, p^ 381
g,^.

* Euseb. Hist. Ecd. viii. 13.
^ De Martyribii-s. Of. Euseb. His' Ecd. viii. 10.
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as a learned man.^ What adds to tlie probability of this hypo-
thesis, is the fact that in the letter in question Phileas is men-
tioned the last, whilst Eusebius and the Acts of the Martyrs,
translated into Latin, mention him first, and represent him as

one of the most important men in Egypt.^ Besides, this

letter by Phileas, etc., was evidently written at the com-

mencement of the schism of Meletius, and before he had been

formally separated from the Church
;

for the bishops gave
him the name of dilectus comminister in Domino. "

They
have," they say,

"
for some time heard vague rumours on the

subject of Meletius : he was accused of troubling the divine

order and ecclesiastical rules. Quite recently these reports
had been confirmed by a great number of witnesses, so that

they had been obliged to write this letter. It was impossible
for them to describe the general sadness and profound emotion

occasioned by the ordinations that Meletius had held in strange
dioceses. He was, however, acquainted with the law, so ancient

and so entirely in conformity with divine and human right,

which forbids a bishop to hold an ordination in a strange diocese.

But without respect to this law, or to the great bishop and

father Peter (Archbishop of Alexandria), or for those who were

in prison, he had brought everything into a state of confusion.

Perhaps he would say in self-justification, that necessity had

obliged him to act thus, because the parishes were without

pastors. But this allegation was false, for they had instituted

several nrepLoSevral and visitors
;
and in case of these being

negligent, he should have brought the matter before the im-

prisoned bishops. In case they should have told him that

these bishops were already executed, he could easily have dis-

covered if it were so
;
and even supposing that the news of

their death had been verified, his duty was still to ask of the

chief Father (Peter Archbishop of Alexandria) permission to

hold ordinations." Finally, the bishops recommended him to

observe the holy rules of the Church for the future.

The second document is a short notice added by an ancient

anonymous writer to the preceding letter. It is thus worded :

^ Euseb. I.e. viii. 9, 10
;
Hieron. Catal. Script. Eccl. s.v. Phileas.

2 Euseb. I.e. viii. 9, 13; Baron, ad ami. 306, No. 52; Ruinart, Acta Martyr.
iii. 157, ed. Axiix. Vindel.
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" Meletius having received and read this letter, made no an-

swer to it, nor did he go either to the imprisoned bishops or

to Peter of Alexandria. After the death of these bishops as

martyrs, he went immediately to Alexandria, where he made

partisans of two intriguers, Isidore and Arius, who wished to

become priests, and were full of jealousy against their arch-

bishop. They pointed out to him the two visitors appointed

by Archbishop Peter : Meletius excommunicated them, and

appointed two others in their place. When Archbishop Peter

was told of what was passing, he addressed the following letter

to the people of Alexandria."

This letter is the third important document, and is thus

worded :

"
Having learned that Meletius had no respect for

the letter of the blessed bishops and martyrs (we perceive that

Phileas and his companions had been already executed), but

that he has introduced himself into my diocese—that he has

deposed those to whom I had given authority, and consecrated

others—I request you to avoid all communion with him, until

it is possible for me to meet him with some wise men, and to

examine into this business."

We will thus sum up what results from the analysis of

these three documents :
—

1st. Meletius, an Egj^tian bishop (the other bishops call

him comminister) of Lycopolis in the Thebais (S. Athanasius

gives us this latter information in his Apologia contra Arianos,

]N"o. 71), made use of the time when a great number of bishops

were in prison on account of their faith, in despite of all the

rules of the Church, to hold ordinations in foreign dioceses,

probably in those of the four bishops, Phileas, Hesychius,

Tlieodorus, and Pachomius.

2d. Nothing necessitated these ordinations; and if they
had been really necessary, Meletius ought to have asked per-

mission to hold them from the imprisoned bishops, or, in case

of their death, from Peter Archbishop of Alexandria.

3d ISTone of these three documents tell where Archbishop
Peter was at that time, but the second and third prove that

he was not at Alexandria. They show also that he was not

imprisoned like his four colleagues, Phileas and the rest.

Indeed, it was because Peter could not live at Alexandria that
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he had authorized commissaries to represent him, but Meletius

took advantage of his absence to bring trouble into this city

also.

Again, we may conclude that Peter was not imprisoned :

(a.) Even from the letter which he wrote, saying,
" He

would go himself to Alexandria."

(yS.)
From the first as well as the second document putting

a difference between his situation and that of the imprisoned

bishops.

(7.) Finally, from these words of Socrates •}
"
During Peter's

flight, on account of the persecution then raging, Meletius

allowed himself to hold ordinations." We will admit, in

passing, the fact that Archbishop Peter, like Dionysius the

Great and S. Cyprian, had fled during the persecution, and

was absent from Alexandria, because it is of great importance
in judging of the value of other information from the same

sources.

4:th. According to the second document, Meletius despised
the exhortations of the four imprisoned bishops, and would

not enter into relation either with them or with Archbishop
Peter

;
and after the death of these bishops he went himself

to Alexandria, where he united with Arius and Isidore, ex-

communicated the episcopal visitors appointed by Peter, and

ordained two others.

5 th. Archbishop Peter, being informed of all these things,

recommended from his retreat all the faithful not to com-

municate with Meletius.

The offence of Meletius, then, consisted in his having
introduced himself without any right into other dioceses, and

in having given holy orders. It was not so much the neces-

sity of the Church as his own arrogance and ambition which

impelled him to this step. Epiphanius^ and Theodoret^

tell us that Meletius came next in rank to the Bishop of

Alexandria, that he- was jealous of his primate, and wished to

profit by his absence, in order to make himself master and

primate of Egypt.
The second source of information upon the origin of the

1 Socrat. Hist. Eccl. i. 24. 2
Epipli. Hoeres. 68. 1.

8 Theod. Hoer. fahul. iv. 7.
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Meletians is composed of some expressions of S. Athanasius,

and of the ecclesiastical historian Socrates. Athanasius, who

had had much to do with the Meletians, says
—

(a.) In his Aioology :'^ "The latter (Peter Archbishop of

Alexandria) in a synodical assembly deposed Melitius (Atha-

nasius always writes MeX/rto?), who had been convicted of

many offences, and particularly of having offered sacrifice to

idols. But Melitius did not appeal to another synod, neither

did he try to defend himself; but he raised a schism, and to

this day his followers do not call themselves Christians, but

Melitians. Shortly afterwards he began to spread invectives

against the bishops, particularly against Peter, and subse-

quently against Achillas and Alexander
"

(who were Peter's

two immediate successors).

(/8.)
The same work of S. Athanasius ^

furnishes us also

with the following information :

" Prom the times of the

bishop and martyr Peter, the Melitians have been schismatics

and enemies of the Church : they injured Bishop Peter,

maligned his successor Achillas, and denounced Bishop Alex-

ander to the Emperor."

(7.) S. Athanasius in a third passage says:^ "The Melitians

are impelled by ambition and avarice." And :

"
They were

declared schismatics fifty-five years ago, and thirty-six years

ago the Arians were declared heretics."

(S.) Finally, in a fourth passage :

* " The Eusebians knew
well how the Melitians had behaved against the blessed

martyr Peter, then against the great Achillas, and finally

against Alexander of blessed memory."
Socrates agrees so well in all concerning the Meletians

with what Athanasius says, that it might be supposed that

Socrates had only copied Athanasius.^

Here is an epitome of the facts given by both :

1. They accuse Meletius of having offered sacrifice to the

gods during the persecution. The three documents analysed
above do not say a word of this apostasy, neither does Sozomen

mention it
;
and S. Epiphanius gives such praises to Meletius,

^ Contra Arianos, n, 59. ^
Apologia contra Arianos, No. 11.

^ Atlianas. ad episc. JEgypti et Lihyce, c. 22. * Ibid. c. 23.

* Socrat. Hist. Eccl. i. 6, p. 14, ed. Mog.
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that certainly he did not even suspect him of this apostasy.

It may also be said with some reason, that such consideration

would not have been shown to Meletius and his followers

by the Synod of Nicsea if he had really offered sacrifice to

idols.^

On the other hand, it cannot be admitted that S. Athana-

sius should have knowingly accused Meletius of a crime which

he had not committed. The whole character of this great man
is opposed to such a supposition ;

and besides, the commonest

prudence would have induced him to avoid making an accu-

sation which he knew to be false, in a public work against

declared adversaries. It is much more probable that such

reports were really circulated about Meletius, as other bishops,

e.g. Eusebius of Csesarea, were subjected to the like calumny.
What may perhaps have occasioned these rumours about

Meletius, is the fact that for some time^ this bishop was

able to traverse Egypt without being arrested, and ordained

priests at Alexandria and elsewhere
;
whilst bishops, priests,

and deacons who were firm in the faith were thrown into

prison, and shed their blood for their holy faith.

2. Athanasius and Socrates reproach Meletius with having

despised, calumniated, and persecuted the Bishops of Alexan-

dria, Peter, Achillas, and Alexander.

3. By comparing the expressions of S. Athanasius with the

original documents analysed above, we are able to determine

almost positively the period of the birth of the Meletian

schism. Athanasius, indeed, agrees with the three original

documents, in affirming that it broke out during the episcopate

of Peter, who occupied the throne of Alexandria from the year
300 to 311. S. Athanasius gives us a much more exact date

when he says that the Meletians had been declared schismatics

fifty-five years before. Unfortunately we do not know in

what year he wrote the work in which he gives this infor-

mation. It is true that S. Athanasius adds these words to

the text already quoted :

" For thirty-six years the Arians

have been declared heretics." If S. Athanasius is alluding

to the condemnation of Arianism by the Council of Nicsea,

Walch, Ketzergesch. Thl. iv. S. 391 f.

Epiphanius says that he was subsec[uently imprisoned in his turn.
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he must have written this work in 361, that is to say, thirty-

six years after the year 325, when the Council of Nicsea

was held
;

^ but others, and particularly the learned Benedic-

tine Montfaucon, reckon these thirty-six years from the year

320, when the heresy of Arius was first condemned by the

Synod of Alexandria. According to this calculation, Atha-

nasius must have written his Ejpistola acl Fpiscopos J^gypti
^

in 356. These two dates, 356 and 361, give us 301 or 306

as the date of the origin of the schism of Meletius, since it

was fifty-five years before 356 or 361, according to S. Atha-

nasius, that the Meletians were condemned. We have there-

fore to choose between 301 and 306; but we must not forget

that, according to the original documents, this schism broke

out during a terrible persecution against the Christians. IN'ow,

as Diocletian's persecution did not begin to rage in a cruel

manner until between the years 303 and 305, we are led to

place the origin of this schism about the year 304 or 305.

4. Our second series of original authorities do not say that

Meletius ordained priests in other dioceses, but S. Athanasius

mentions that " Meletius was convicted of many offences."

We may suppose that he intended an allusion to these ordi-

nations, and consequently it would be untrue to say that

Athanasius and the original documents are at variance.

5. N'either can it be objected that S. Athanasius men-

tions a condemnation of Meletius by a synod of Egyptian

bishops, whilst the original documents say nothing about it,

for these documents refer only to the first commencement of

the Meletian schism. Sozomen, besides, is agreed upon this

point with S. Athanasius, in the main at least. He says :^

"
Peter Archbishop of Alexandria excommunicated the Mele-

tians, and would not consider their baptism to be valid
;

Arius blamed the bishop for this severity." It must be

acknowledged that, according to the right opinion respecting

heretical baptism, the archbishop was here too severe
;

but

also it must not be forgotten that the question of the ^^alidity

^ See above, sec. 10.
2 Of. his Achnonitio to this letter in Opera Athanas. vol. i. 1, p, 212, ed.

Patav. Cf. Walch, KUzergesch. Thl. iv. S. 381 f., Thl. ii. S. 421.
3 Sozom. Hist. Eccl. i. 15.
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of baptism administered by heretics was not raised until later,

and received no complete and definite solution till 314, at the

Council of Aries.

Up to this point, the documents whi>h we have consulted

have nothing which is mutually contradictory ;
but we can-

not say as much of the account given us of the Meletian

schism by S. Epiphanius.-^ He says :

" In Egypt there exists

a party of ]\Ieletians, which takes its name from a bishop of

the Thebais called MeXrjTLo^;. This man was orthodox, and

in what concerns the faith did not at all separate from the

Church. . . . He raised a schism, but he did not alter the

faith. During the persecution he was imprisoned with Peter,

the holy bishop and martyr (of Alexandria), and with others.

. . . He had precedence of the other Egyptian bishops, and

came immediately after Peter of Alexandria, whose auxiliary

he was. . . . Many Christians had fallen during the perse-

cution, had sacrificed to idols, and now entreated the con-

fessors and martyrs to have compassion on their repentance.

Some of these penitents were soldiers
;
others belonged to the

clerical order. These were priests, deacons, etc. There was

then much hesitation and even confusion among the martyrs :

for some said that the lapsi should not be admitted to peni-

tence, because this ready admission might shake the faith of

others. The defenders of this opinion had good reasons for

them. We must number among these defenders Meletius,

Peleus, and other martjTTS and confessors : all wished that

they should await the conclusion of the persecution before

admitting the la'psi to penitence. They also demanded that

those clergy who had fallen should no longer exercise the

functions of their ofifi.ce, but for the rest of their lives should

remain in lay communion." The holy Bishop Peter, mer-

ciful as he ever was, then made this request :

" Let us receive

them if they manifest repentance ;
we will give them a pen-

ance to be able afterwards to reconcile them with the Church.

We will not refuse them nor the clergy either, so that shame

and the length of time may not impel them to complete per-

dition." Peter and Meletius not agreeing upon this point, a

division arose between them
;
and when Archbishop Peter

1
Epiph. Hccres. 68. 1^
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perceived that his merciful proposition was formally set aside

by Meletius and his party, he hung his mantle in the middle

of the dungeon as a sort of curtain, and sent word by a

deacon :

" Whoever is of my opinion, let him come here
;

and let whoso holds that of Meletius go to the other side."

Most passed over to the side of Meletius, and only a few to

Peter. Trom this time the two parties were separate in their

prayers, their offerings, and their ceremonies. Peter after-

wards suffered martyrdom, and the Archbishop Alexander

was his successor. Meletius was arrested with other con-

fessors, and condemned to work in the mines of Palestine.-^

On his way to exile Meletius did what he had before done in

prison,
—ordained bishops, priests, and deacons, and founded

churches of his own, because his party and that of Peter

would not have communion with each other. The successors

of Peter called theirs the Catholic Church, whilst the Mele-

tians named theirs the Church of the Martyrs. Meletius went

to Eleutheropolis, to Gaza, and to Aelia (Jerusalem), and

everywhere ordained clergy. He must have remained a long
time in the mines

;
and there also his followers and those of

Peter would not communicate together, and assembled in

different places for prayer. At last they were all delivered.

Meletius still lived a long time, and was in friendly relations

with Alexander, the successor of Bishop Peter. He occupied
himseK much with the preservation of the faith. Meletius

lived at Alexandria, where he had a church of his own. It

was he who first denounced the heresy of Arius to Bishop
Alexander.

We see that Epiphanius gives the history of the Meletian

schism in quite a different way from S. Athanasius and the

original documents. According to him, the origin of this

schism was the disagreement between Meletius and Peter on

the subject of the admission of the lapsi, and particularly

about the clergy who had fallen. In this business Meletius

had not been so severe as the !N'ovatians, but more so than

his archbishop, who had shown too much mercy,
—so much

so that the right appeared to be undoubtedly on his side. In

order to explain this contrast, it has often been supposed that

1 Cf. Euseb. de Martyr. Paloest. c. 7.
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Epiiolianius took a notice composed by a Meletian as the

foundation of his own account, and that he was thus led to

treat Meletius much too favourably. But it seems to me
that it may be explained more satisfactorily. S. Epiphanius

relates, that on his way to the mines, Meletius founded a

Church for his party at Eleutheropolis. Now Eleutheropolis
was the native country of S. Epiphanius, consequently he

must have known many of the Meletians personally in his

youth. These fellow-countrymen of S. Epiphanius would

doubtless make him acquainted with the origin of their party,

placing it in the most favourable light ; and subsequently S.

Epiphanius would give too favourable an account of them in

his work.

It may now be asked, What is the historical value of S.

Epiphanius' history ? I know that very many Church his-

torians have decided in its favour, and against Athanasius
;

but since the discovery of original documents, this opinion is

no longer tenable, and it must be acknowledged that S.

Epiphanius was mistaken on the principal points.-"-

a. According to Epiphanius, Meletius was imprisoned at

the same time as Peter, l^ow the original documents prove

that, at the time of the commencement of the schism, neither

Peter nor Meletius was in prison.

h. According to S. Epiphanius, Bishop Peter of Alexan-

dria was too merciful towards the lajpsi ; but the penitential

canons of this bishop present him in quite another light, and

prove that he knew how to keep a wise middle course, and

to proportion the penance to the sin.^ He who had borne

torture for a long time before allowing himself to be con-

quered by the feebleness of the flesh, was to be less severely

punished than he who had only resisted for a very short time.

The slave who, by order of his master, and in his stead, had

sacrificed to idols, was only punished by a year of ecclesias-

tical penance, whilst his master was subjected to a penance
of three years (canons 6 and 7). The tenth canon particu-

larly forbids that deposed priests should be restored to their

* An entirely contrary opinion to oui's has been expressed by Walch, I.e. Thl.

iv. S. 378.
2
Mansi, i. 1270, can. 1, 2, 3, 5.
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cures, and that anything but lay communion should he granted

to them. Peter therefore here teaches exactly what S. Epi-

phanius supposes to he the opinion of Meletius, and what,

according to him, Peter refused to admit.

c. S. Epiphanius is mistaken again, when he relates that

Peter was martyred in prison, as the original documents, and

S. Athanasius, who had the opportunity of knowing the facts,

tell us that Peter left his retreat, and excommunicated

Meletius in a synod.

d. According to S. Epiphanius, Alexander was the im-

mediate successor of Bishop Peter, whilst in reality it was

Achillas who succeeded Peter, and Alexander succeeded him.

e. Finally, according to S. Epiphanius, the schismatic

Meletius, although having a separate church at Alexandria,

was on the best terms with Archbishop Alexander, and de-

nounced the heresy of Arius to him
;
but the whole conduct

of Meletius towards the Archbishop of Alexandria, and the

part taken by the Meletians in the Arian heresy, give much
more credibility to the assertion of S. Athanasius. Meletius,

according to him, despised and persecuted Bishop Alexander,

as he had before done his predecessors on the throne of

Alexandria.

We have exhausted the three sources of information already

mentioned. Those remaining for us to consult have neither

the importance, nor the antiquity, nor the historical value of

the three first. Among these documents there are, however,

two short accounts by Sozomen and Theodoret,^ which deserve

consideration, and which agree very well with the original docu-

ments, and in part with what is said by S. Athanasius. We
have already made use of these accounts. As for S. Augustine,
he mentions the Meletians only casually, and says nothing as

to the origin of the sect
; besides, he must have had before

him the account of Epiphanius.^

The great importance of the Meletian schism decided the

Council of Mcsea to notice it, especially as, in the Emperor's

mind, the principal object of the Council was to restore peace
to the Church. Its decision on this matter has been preserved

* Theodor. Hist. Eccles. i 9, and HcBret. fdbul. iv. 7.

«
Augustine, de Hceres. c. 48

; Walch, I.e. S. 358, 362, 366.
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to ns in the synodical letter of the Egyptian bishops/ etc.,

who speak in these terms of the Meletian schism, after having
treated of the heresy of Arius :

"
It has also been necessary

to consider the question of Meletius and those ordained by
him

;
and we wish to make known to yon, beloved brethren,

what the Synod has decided upon this matter. The Synod
desired, above all things, to show mercy; and seeing, on

carefully considering all things, that Meletius does not deserve

consideration, it has been decided that he should remain in

his city, but without having any authority there, and without

the power of ordination, or of selecting the clergy. He is

also forbidden to go into the neighbourhood or into any other

town for such an object. Only the simple title of bishop
should remain to him; and as for the clergy ordained by
him, it is necessary to lay hands upon them again,^ that they

may afterwards be admitted to communion with the Church,

to give them their work, and to restore to them the honours

which are their due
;
but in all dioceses where these clergy

are located, they should always come after the clergy ordained

by Alexander. As for those who, by the grace of God and

by their prayers, have been preserved from all participation

in the schism, and have remained inviolably attached to the

Catholic Church, without giving any cause for dissatisfaction,

they shall preserve the right of taking part in all ordinations,

of presenting such and such persons for the office of the

ministry, and of doing whatever the laws and economy of

the Church allow. If one of these clergy should die, his

place may be supplied by one newly admitted (that is to say,

a Meletian) ;
but on the condition that he should appear

worthy, that he should be chosen by the people, and that

the Bishop of Alexandria should hav^ given his consent to

such election." These stipulations were to be applied to all

the Meletians. There was, however, an exception made with

Meletius, that is to say, that the rights and prerogatives of a

bishop were not retained to him, because they well knew his

^ In Socrat. Hist. Eccles. i. 9
;
Theodor. Hist. Eccles. i. 9

; Gelasius, I.e. lib.

ii. c. 33.

2 That is to say, that the ordinatioT^ was not to be repeated, but simply made

valid. Cf. Tillemont, M6moires, etc., vol. vi. note 12, sur le Concile de Nicde.
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incorrigible habit of putting everything in disorder, and also

his precipitation. Therefore, that he might not continue to

do as he had done before, the Council took from hiin all

power and authority.
" This is what particularly concerns Egypt and the Church

of Alexandria. If any other decree has been made in the

presence of our dear brother of Alexandria, he will acquaint

you with it when he returns amongst you ;
for in all that the

Synod has done, he has been a guide and a fellow-worker."

It was probably on account of the Meletians, and to cut

short the pretensions of Meletius, who desired to withdraw

himself from the authority of the Patriarch of Alexandria, and

to set himself up as his equaV that the Synod of Mcsea made
this plain declaration in its sixth canon :

" The ancient order

of things must be maintained in Egypt, in Libya, and in

Pentapolis ;
that is to say, that the Bishop of Alexandria shall

continue to hS,ve authority over the other bishops, having the

same relation as exists with the Bishop of Eome. The ancient

rights of the Churches shall also be protected, whether at

Antioch or in the other bishoprics. It is evident, that if one

should become a bishop without the consent of his metro-

politan, he could not, according to the order of the great

Synod, retain this dignity; but if, from a pure spirit of

contradiction, two or three should oppose an election which

the unanimity of all the others renders possible and legal, in

such a case the majority must carry the day."
^

The Synod had hoped to gain the Meletians by gentleness ;

but it succeeded so little, that after the Mcene Synod they
became more than ever enemies to the Church, and by uniting
with the Arians, did a thousand times more harm than they
had done before. Also, in speaking of this admission of the

Meletians into the Church, decreed by the Council of Mcaea,
S. Athanasius rightly said,

" Would to God it had never taken

place !"
^ In the same passage we learn from S. Athanasius,

that in order to execute the decree of . the Council of ISTicaea,

Alexander begged Meletius to give him a list of all the bishops,

1 Theodor. Hceret. fdbuh iv. 7.

2
Mansi, ii. 670 ;

Hard. i. 326.
'
Ajpologia contra Arianos, c. 71 \ 0pp. i. 1. 148.

Z
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priests, and deacons who formed his party. Alexander wished

to prevent Meletius from hastening to make new ordinations,

to sell holy orders for money, and thus to fill the Church with

a multitude of unworthy clergy, abusing the mercy of the

Council of Mc9ea. Meletius remitted, indeed, the desired list

to the Archbishop of Alexandria, and subsequently Athanasius

inserted it in his Apologia against the Arians. We see from

it that the Meletians numbered in Egypt twenty-nine bishops,

including Meletius; and at Alexandria, four priests, three

deacons, and a military almoner. Meletius himself gave this

list to Alexander, who doubtless made these ordinations valid,

in obedience to the Council of Mcsea.^

According to the ordinance of Mcsea, Meletius remained in
*'
his city," Lycopolis ;

but after the death of Bishop Alexander,

through the mediation of Eusebius of Mcomedia, that alliance

was entered into between the Meletians and the Arians which

was so unfortunate for the Church, and particularly for S.

Athanasius, in which Meletius took part.^ It is not known
when he died. He nomiaated as his successor his friend

John, who, after being maintained in his office by the

Eusebians at the Council of Tyre in 335, was driven into

exile by the Emperor Constantine.^ The best known of the

Meletians are—Bishop Arsenius, who, it is said, had had one

hand cut off by S. Athanasius
; Bishop Callinicus of Pelusium,

who at the Council of Sardica was a decided adversary of S.

Athanasius; the hermit Paphnutius, who must not be mis-

taken for the bishop of the same name who at the Council of

Mc8ea w^as the defender of the marriage of priests ;* and the

pretended priest Ischyras, who was among the principal ac-

cusers and most bitter enemies of S. Athanasius. We shall

afterwards have occasion to speak of the part tak^n by the

Meletians in the troubles excited by the heresy of Arius;

suffice it here to say, that this schism existed in Egypt until

1 Athanas. I.e. c. 72. Tlie above sliows that S. Epiplianius was mistaken in

supposing {Hceres. 68. 3) that Meletius was dead before the Nicene Council. "We

cannot, however, be sure that he was present in person there. Cf. Walch, I.e.

S. 390.
2 Athanas. Apologia, c. 59 ; Epiphan. Hceres. 68. 6

; Theodor. Hist. Ecd.

L 26.

3 Sozom. ii 31.
* Tillem. I.e. vi. 100.
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the middle of the fifth century, as is attested by Socrates and

Theodoret, both contemporaries.^ The latter mentions espe-

cially some very superstitious Meletian monks who practised

the Jewish ablutions.^ But after the middle of the fifth cen-

tury, the Meletians altogetlier disappear from history.

Sec. 41. Number of the Nicene Canons.

The Synod of Mcsea also set forth a certain number of

canons or prescriptions on discipline ;
but there has been

much discussion as to the number. We give here our opinion

upon this question, which we have before discussed in the

Tubinger Theologische Quartalschrift?

Let us see first what is the testimony of those Greek and

Latin authors who lived about the time of the Council, con-

cerning the number.

a. The first to be consulted among the Greek authors is

the learned Theodoret, who lived about a century after the

Council of Mcsea. He says, in his History of the Church :

^

" After the condemnation of the Arians, the bishops assembled

once more, and decreed twenty canons on ecclesiastical dis-

cipline."

h. Twenty years later, Gelasius Bishop of Cyzicus, after

much research into the most ancient documents, wrote a his-

tory of the Nicene Council.^ Gelasius also says expressly

that the Council decreed twenty canons
; and, what is more

important, he gives the original text of these canons exactly in

the same order, and according to the tenor which we find

elsewhere.^

c. Eufinus is more ancient than these two historians. He
was born near the period when the Council of Mcsea was held,

and about half a centmy after he wrote his celebrated history

of the Church, in which he inserted a Latin translation of

the Mcene canons. Eufinus also knew only of these twenty
canons

;
but as he has divided the sixth and the eighth into

^ Socrat. Hist. Eccl. i. 8, p. 38, ed. Mog. ; Theodor. Hist. Eccles. i. 9, p. 32,

ed. Mog.
2 Theodor. Hceret. fahul. iv. 7. M851, Heft i. S. 49 ff.

* Theodor. lib. i. c. 8.
^ See above sec. 23.

^ Lib. ii. c. 30 and 31
;
in Hard. i. 430 sqq.
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two parts, he has given twenty-two canons, which are exactly
the same as the twenty furnished by the other historians.-^

d. The famous discussion between the African bishops and

the Bishop of Eome, on the subject of appeals to Eome, gives

us a very important testimony on the true number of the

Nicene canons.^ The presbyter Apiarius of Sicca in Africa,

having been deposed for many crimes, appealed to Eome.

Pope Zosimus (417—418) took the appeal into consideration,

sent legates to Africa
;
and to prove that he had the right to

act thus, he quoted a canon of the Council of Mcsea, contain-

ing these words :

" When a bishop thinks he has been un-

justly deposed by his colleagues, he may appeal to Eome, and

the Eoman bishop shall have the business decided hj judices

in partibus." The canon quoted by the Pope does not belong
to the Council of Nicsea, as he afi&rmed

;
it was the fifth canon

of the Council of Sardica (the seventh in the Latin version).

What explains the error of Zosimns is, that in the ancient

copies
^
the canons of Nicsea and Sardica are written consecu-

tively, with the same figures, and under the common title of

canons of the Council of Mcsea
;
and Zosimus might oiitima

Jlde fall into an error which he shared with many Greek

authors, his contemporaries, who also mixed the canons of

Mcaea with those of Sardica.* The African bishops not find-

ing the canon quoted by the Pope either in their Greek or

in their Latin copies, in vain consulted also the copy which

Bishop Cecilian, w^ho had himself been present at the Council

of Mcsea, had brought to Carthage.^ The legates of the Pope
then declared that they did not rely upon these copies, and

they agreed to send to Alexandria and to Constantinople to

ask the patriarchs of these two cities for authentic copies of

the canons of the Council of Mcasa. The African bishops

*
Eufimis, Hist. Eccl. lib. x. 6 of the entire work, or i. 6 of the continuation.

2
Spittler (Gesamm. WerJce) relates all this in detail, M- viii. S. 158 ff. Of.

also Ballerini, 0_pp. S. Leonis M. iL 358 ; and Tiibiiiger Quartalschri/t, 1825,

S. 39.

3 "VVe have still the proof of this in very ancient mss. Cf. Ballerini, de Anti-

quis Collectionibus etc. Canonum, p. 380
;
Constant. Diss, de Aniifjuis Canonum

Collect, in Galland. de Vetustis Canonum Coll. i. 78.

* Cf. Ballerini, de Anilquis Collect, in Galland. I.e. p. 289,

*Mansi, iv. 406
scl-

c 9 ; Hard. I.e. i. 1244, c. 9.
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desired in their turn tliat Pope Boniface should take the same

step (Pope Zosimus had died meanwhile in 418), that he

should ask for copies from the Archbishops of Constantinople,

Alexandria, and Antioch.^ Cyril of Alexandria and Atticus

of Constantinople, indeed, sent exact and faithful copies of the

Creed and canons of Nicsea
;
and two learned men of Constan-

tinople, Theilo and Thearistus, even translated these canons

into Latin.^ Their translation has been preserved to us in the

acts of the sixth Council of Carthage, and it contains only

the twenty ordinary canons.^ It might be thought at first

sight that it contained twenty-one canons
;
but on closer con-

sideration we see, as Hardouin has proved, that this twxnty-

first article is nothing but an historical notice appended to the

Nicene canons by the Fathers of Carthage. It is conceived in

these terms :

" After the bishops had decreed these rules at

Nicaea, and after the holy Council had decided what was the

ancient rule for the celebration of Easter, peace and unity

of faith were re-established between the East and the West.

This is what we (the African bishops) have thought it right to

add according to the history of the Church."
*

The bishops of Africa despatched to Pope Boniface the

copies which had been sent to them from Alexandria and

Constantinople, in the month of November 419; and subse-

quently in their letters to Celestine i. (423-432), successor

to Boniface, they appealed to the text of these documents.^

e. All the ancient collections of canons, either in Latin or

Greek, composed in the fourth, or quite certainly at least in

the fifth century, agree in giving only these twenty canons to

Nicaea. The most ancient of these collections were made in

the Greek Church, and in the course of time a very great

number of copies of them were written. Many of these copies

have descended to us
; many libraries possess copies : thus

Montfaucon enumerates several in his Bibliotluca Coisliniana.

Eabricius makes a similar catalogue of the copies in his

1
Mansi, iii. 834

;
Hard. i. 943. 2

Mansi, iv. 407; Hard. i. 1246.
3
Mansi, iv. 407

;
Hard. i. 1245.

* ilansi (iv. 414) has also remarked that this phrase did not proceed from the

Fathers of the Council of Nicaea.
s
Mansi, iii. 834-839

;
Hard. i. 943-950.
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Billiotlieca Grceca'^ to those found in the libraries of Turin,

Florence, Venice, Oxford, Moscow, etc.
;
and he adds that these

copies also contain the so-called apostolic canons, and those

of the most ancient councils.

The French bishop John Tilius presented to Paris, in 1540/
a MS. of one of these Greek collections as it existed in the

ninth century. It contains exactly our twenty canons of

Mcsea, besides the so-called apostolic canons, those of Ancyra,^
etc. Elias Ehinger published a new edition at Wittemberg in

1614, using a second MS. which was found at Augsburg;*
but the Eoman collection of the Councils had before given, in

1608, the Greek text of the twenty canons of N"ic3ea. This

text of the Eoman editors, with the exception of some insig-

nificant variations, was exactly the same as that of the edition

of Tilius. IN'either the learned Jesuit Sirmond nor his coad-

jutors have mentioned what manuscripts were consulted in

preparing this edition
; probably they were manuscripts drawn

from several libraries, and particularly from that of the

Vatican.^ The text of this Eoman edition passed into all

the following collections, even into those of Hardouin and

Mansi
;
while Justell in his BiUiotheca juris Canonici, and

Beveridge in his Synoclicon (both of the eighteenth century),

give a somewhat different text, also collated from MSS., and

very similar to the text given by Tilius. Bruns, in his recent

BiUiotheca Ecclesiastical compares the two texts, l^ow all

these Greek mss., consulted at such different times, and by
all these editors, aclmowledge only twenty canons of Nicsea,

and always the same twenty which we possess.

The Latin collections of the canons of the Councils also

give the same result,
—for example, the most ancient and the

most remarkable of all, the Prisca^ and that of Dionysius the

Less, which was collected about the year 500. The testi-

1 Ed. Harless, xii. 148 sq[.
Cf. Ballerini, I.e. p. 253. f

2 One volume in quarto.
^
Fabricius, I.e. p. 196. *

FalDricius, I.e. p. 197. i

5 See the preface Avliich Sirmond wrote for tliis edition, and the index to the

first volume of the Eoman collection. This preface is also printed in the works

of Sirmond—Sirmondi Opera, iv. 437, ed. Venet. 1728.
^

i. 14 sq.
' It is true that the Prisea (Mansi, vi. 1114) seems to give twenty-one canons

of Nicsea, but that is because it divides canon 19 into two.
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mony of this latter collection is the more important for the

number twenty, as Dionysius refers to the Grceca auctoritas}

f. Among the later Eastern witnesses we may further

mention Photius, Zonaras, and Balsamon. Photius, in his

Collection of the Canons, and in his Nomocanon, as well as the

two other writers in their commentaries upon the canons of

the ancient Councils, quote only and know only of twenty
canons of Nicsea, and always those which we possess.^

g. The Latin canonists of the middle ages also acknow-

ledge only these twenty canons of Mcsea. We have proof of

this in the celebrated Spanish collection, which is generally

but erroneously attributed to S. Isidore (it was composed at

the commencement of the seventh century^), and in that of

Adrian (so called because it was offered to Charles the Great

by Pope Adrian
I.).

The celebrated Hincmar Archbishop of

Eheims, the first canonist of the ninth century,* in his turn

attributes only twenty canons to the Council of Nicaea ;
and

even the pseudo-Isidore assigns it no more.

In the face of these numerous and important testimonies

from the Greek Church and the Latin, which are unanimous

in recognising only twenty canons of Mcsea, and exactly

those which have been handed down to us, w^e cannot con-

sider authentic the Latin letter which is pretended to have

been written to Pope Marcus by S. Athanasius, in which it is

said that the Council of Nicsea promulgated first of all forty

Greek canons, then twenty Latin canons, and that afterwards

the Council reassembled, and unitedly ordained these seventy

canons.^ A tradition, erroneously established in the East,

may have caused this letter to be accepted. We know^

indeed, that in some Eastern countries it was believed that

the Council of Mcaea had promulgated this number of canons,

1 Cf. Mansi, ii. 678 ;
and Ballerini, I.e. p. 473.

2 In Justell, I.e. ii. 793, 813 sq.; Beveridge, Synod, vol. i.

3Cf. Ballerini, I.e. p. 512; Walter, Kirchenrecht, 11 Aufl. S. 151. The

Spanish collection was edited at Madrid in 1821.

*
Justell, l.c, Pr^f. p. 9.

5 See Athanasii 0pp. ed. Bened. Patav. ii. 599. The learned Benedictine

Montfaucon says {I.e. p. 597), speaking of this letter, and of some others which

are also spurious: Sane eommentis sunt et mendaciis respersce exque variii

locis eonsarcinatce, ut ne umbram quidem yvYiftornros referant.
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and some collections do contain seventy. Happily, since the

sixteenth century we have been in possession of these pre-
tended canons of Mc£ea

;
we can therefore judge them with

certainty.

The first who made them known in the West was the

Jesuit J. Baptista Eomanus, who, having been sent to Alex-

andria by Pope Paul iv., found an Arabic MS. in the house

of the patriarch of that city, containing eighty canons of

the Council of Nicaea.^ He copied the MS., took his copy to

Eome, and translated it into Latin, with the help ,

of George
of Damascus, a Maronite archbishop. The learned Jesuit

Francis Turrianus interested himself in this discovery, and
had the translation of Father Baptista revised and improved

by a merchant of Alexandria who was in Eome. About the

same time another Jesuit, Alphonso Pisanus, composed a

Latin history of the Council of Mcaea, with the help of the

work of Gelasius of Cyzicus, which had just been discovered
;

and at his request Turrianus communicated to him the Latin

translation of the Arabic canons. Pisanus received them into

his work.^ In the first edition^ the testimony of the pre-

tended letter of S. Athanasius to Marcus caused him to reduce

the eighty canons to seventy ;
but in the subsequent editions

he renounced this abbreviation, and published all the eighty

canons in the order of the Arabic MS. It was in this way
that the Latin translation of the eighty so-called Arabic

canons of Mcsea passed into the other collections of the

Councils, particularly into that of Venice and of Binius.

Some more recent collections, however, adopted the text of

a later translation, which Turrianus had made.

Shortly after the first edition of Alphonso Pisanus ap-

peared, Turrianus made the acquaintance of a young con-

verted Turk called Paul Ursinus, who knew Arabic very

well, and understood Latin and Italian. Turrianus confided

to him a fresh translation of the eighty Arabic canons.

Ursinus, in prepoxing it, made use of another ancient Arabian

^ This MS, was subsequently bouglit by Joseph Simon Assemani of the Coptic

patriarch John
;

it is now in the Vatican Library. Cf. Angelo Mai, Prcef. p. 5

to the tenth volume of his Scriptorum vet, nova Collectio.

2 Lib. iii.
s j)mhx" 1572.
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MS., discovered in the library of Pope Marcellus ll. (1555).
This second MS. agreed so well with that of Alexandria, that

they might both be taken for copies from one and the same

original. Turrianus published this more accurate transla-

tion in 1578. He accompanied it with notes, and added a

Proemiumy in which he tried to prove that the Council of

Mcaea promulgated more than twenty canons.^ All the collec-

tions of the Councils since Turrianus have considered his posi-

tion as proved, and have admitted the eighty canons.^

In the following century, the Maronite Abraham Echellensis

made the deepest researches, with reference to the Arabic

canons of the Council of Mcsea
;
and they led him to the

opinion that these canons must have been collected from'

different Oriental nations, from the Syrians, Chaldeans, Maron-

ites, Copts, Jacobites, and Nestorians, and that they had been

translated into many Oriental languages. At the same time

he started, and with truth, the suggestion that these Oriental

collections were simply translations of ancient Greek originals,

and that consequently in the Greek Church too they must

have reckoned more than twenty canons of Nicsea.^ After

having compared other Arabian MSS. which he had obtained,

Echellensis gave a fresh Latin translation of these canons at

Paris in 1645. According to these MSS., there were eighty-
four canons instead of eighty. However, this difference arose

much more from the external arrangement than from the

canons themselves. Thus the thirteenth, seventeenth, thirty-

second, and fifty-sixth canons of Turrianus were each divided

into two in the translation by Abraham Echellensis
;
on the

other hand, the forty-third and eighty-third of Echellensis

each formed two canons in the work of I'urrianus. The

twenty-ninth, thirty-seventh, and forty-first of A Echellensis

are wanting in Turrianus
; but, again, Echellensis has not the

forty-fifth canon of Turrianus. A superficial study of these

two collections of canons would lead to the conclusion that

they were almost identical; but it is not so. The corre-

^ At the end of liis Latin translation of the Constit. Apostol.
2

e.g. Mansi, ii. 947 sqq. ;
Hard. i. 463 sqq. Most of our information re-

specting the eighty Arabic canons is taken from the Froemium of P. Turrianus.
*
Mansi, ii. 1071, 1072.
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sponding canons in the two translations sometimes have an

entirely different meaning. We can but conclude either that

the Arabian translators understood the Greek original diffe-

rently, or else that the IMSS. which they used showed consider-

able variations. The latter supposition is the most probable ;

it would explain how the eighty-four Arabian canons contain

the twenty genuine canons of Mcsea, but often with consider-

able changes. Without reckoning these eighty-four canons,

Echellensis has also translated into Latin, and published, a

considerable number of ecclesiastical decrees, StaruTrwcret?,

constitutiones, also attributed to the Mcene Council. He
added to this work a Latin translation of the Arabic preface,

which preceded the entire collection in the MS., together

with a learned dissertation in defence of the eighty-four

canons, with a good many notes. Mansi^ has retained all

these articles, and Hardouin^ has also reproduced the prin-

cipal part of them.

It is certain that the Orientals believed the Council of

ITicaea to have promulgated more than twenty canons : the

learned Anglican Beveridge has proved this, reproducing an

ancient Arabic paraphrase of the canons of the first four

CEcumenical Councils. According to this Arabic paraphrase,

found in a MS. in the Bodleian Library, the Council of Nicsea

must have put forth three books of canons : the first contain-

ing eighty-four canons, referring to priests, monks, etc.
;
the

second containing the first twenty authentic canons
;
the third

being only a series of rules for kings and superiors, etc.^ The

Arabic paraphrase of which we are speaking gives a para-

phrase of all these canons, but Beveridge took only the part

referring to the second book, that is to say, the paraphrase
of the twenty genuine canons

; for, according to his view,

which, as we shall show, was perfectly correct, it was only
these twenty canons which were really the work of the

Council of Mcsea, and all the others were falsely attributed

to it. The little that Beveridge gives us of' the paraphrase
of the first book of the pretended canons shows, besides, that

this first book tolerably coincided with the fifteen decrees

»
Mansi, ii. 982-1082. 2 Hard. i. 478-528.

*
Beveregius, Synodicon sive Pandectce Cammum, Oxon. 1672, i. 686.
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edited by Ecliellensis, which concern monks, abbots, and

abbesses.-^ Eenandot informs ns that the third book of the

Arabic paraphrase proves that the third book of the canons

contained also various laws by Constantino, Theodosius, and

Justinian.^ Beveridge believed this paraphrase to be the

work of an Egyptian priest named Joseph, who lived in the

fourteenth century,^ because that name is given in the MS.

accompanied by that chronological date
;
but Eenaudot proves*

conclusively that the Egyptian priest named Joseph had

been only the possessor of the ms. which dated from a much
earlier period.

However it may be as to the latter point, it is certain

that these Arabic canons are not the work of the Council of

Nicaea : their contents evidently prove a much more recent

origin. Thus :

a. The thirty-eighth canon (the thirty-third in Turrianus)
ordains that the Patriarch of Ephesus should proceed to

Constantinople, which is the urbs regia, ut honor sit regno et

sacerdotio simul. This decree therefore supposes that Byzan-
tium was then changed into Constantinople, and that it had

become the imperial residence. Now this change did not

take place until about five years after the Council of ISTicsea.

At the period when the Council was held, Byzantium was

still quite an insignificant town, almost reduced to ruins by
a previous devastation.^ The bishopric of Constantinople
was only raised to the dignity of a patriarchate by the second

and fourth (Ecumenical Councils.® Therefore this canon,

translated into Arabic, could not have belonged to the Council

of Nicsea, and does not date back further than the fourth

(Ecumenical Council.

h. The forty-second canon of A. Echellensis (thirty-sixth

in Turrianus) forbids the Ethiopians to elect a patriarch :

their spiritual head was to bear only the title of Catliolicus,

^ Mansi. ii. 1011 sqq[.
2
Eenaudot, Historia Patriarcharum Alexandrinorum Jacobitarum, Paris

1713, p. 75.
3 Proef. p. xix. sq.

* P. 27.
°
Tillemont, Hist, des Emper. iv. 230 sq. ;

Baron, ad ann. 330, n. 1
; Iseiin,

Hist. Lexik. art. "Constantinopel."
* A. 381, can. 3

;
and a. 451, can. 28.
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and to he under the jurisdiction of tlie Patriarcli of Alex-

andria, etc. This canon also betrays a more recent origin

than the time of the Council of Mcaea. At that period, in-

deed, Ethiopia had no bishop ; hardly had S. Frumentius

begun the conversion of its people ;
and it was only subse-

quently, when S. Athanasius was already Archbishop of Alex-

andria, that S. Frumentius made him acquainted with the good
results of his missions, and was consecrated by him bishop
to the new converts.^ Our canon, on the contrary, supposes
a numerous episcopate to be then existing in Ethiopia, and

its head, the CatJwlicus, to be desirous to free himself from

the mother church of Alexandria. This canon, as well as

others quoted by Turrianus and by A. Echellensis, assumes

that the institution of patriarchates was then in full vigour,

which was not the case at the time of the Council of Nicsea.^

c. Peter de Marca^ has already proved the forty -third

canon of the text of A. Echellensis (thirty-seventh in Turr.)

to be more recent than the third (Ecumenical Council of

Ephesus (431). This Council of Ephesus rejected the pre-

tensions of the Patriarch of Antioch respecting the choice of

the bishops of Cyprus.^ According to Marca's demonstration,

this dependence of Cyprus upon the see of Antioch cannot

be verified before the year 900 : for in the time of the

Emperor Leo the Wise (911), we know, from the Notitia of

his reign, that Cyprus was not then dependent upon Antioch
;

whilst this Arabian canon makes out that this submission

was already an accomplished fact, disputed by no one.^

d. The fifty-third canon (forty-ninth in Turr.), which con-

demns simony, has its origin from the second canon of the

fourth (Ecumenical Council of Chalcedon.^ It is therefore

evident that it was not formed at Mcaea.

e. In the thirty-eighth, thirty-ninth, and forty-second canons

(c. 33, 34, and 36 in Turr.), the Bishop of Seleucia, Almo-

dajen, is already called CatJioUcus,
—a dignity to which he

1 See tlie author's dissertation upon "Abyssinia" in the Kirchenlexik. of

von Wetzer und Welte.
2 C. 8, 33, 35, 37, 46, Turr.

;
c. 8, 37, 38, 40, 43, 44, 45, Echel.

^ De concord, sacerdotii et imperii, lib. ii. c. 9.

*
Mansi, iv. 1470 ;

Hard. i. 1619.
• Cf. Bevereg. I.e. vol. ii.; Annotationes, p. 212, a.

<* Held in 451*
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did not attain until the sixth century, under the Emperor
Justinian.^ In this canon, as Seleucia has the Arabian name
of Almodajen, Eenaudot concludes that these canons were

not formed until the time of Mahomet.

The Constitutiones, edited by Echellensis, still less than the

eighty-four canons, maintain the pretension of dating back to

the Council of Nicsea.

a. The first division of these Constitutions, that de MonacTiis

et Anachoretis, presupposes an already strong development
of monasticism.^ It speaks of convents for men and women,
abbots and abbesses, the management of convents, and the like.

But we know that, at the time of the Council of Nicsea,

monasticism thus organized had scarcely made its appearance.
Even in the first times after our Synod, there were none of

those large convents mentioned in the Arabic canons, but only
hamlets of monks, consisting of groups of cabins.

h. The second series of Arabian Constitutions comprises
nineteen chapters.^ It also speaks of convents, abbots, the

property and possession of convents, etc. (c. 1—10). The

eighth canon shows that there were abeady many monks
who were priests. I^ow this was certainly not the case at the

time of the Council of Mcsea, when monasticism was in its

infancy. The ninth chapter speaks of Constantinople as the

imperial residence {urls regia), which again betrays a later

period.

c. The third series comprises twenty-five chapters.* The
Mcene Creed, which is contained in it, has here already the

addition which was made to it in the second OEcumenical

Council. The Arabic Creed, besides, is much longer than

the genuine one. The Orientals added several phrases, as

Abraham Echellensis has remarked.^ This Arabic Creed

asserts that Jesus Christ is perfectus homo, vera anima intel-

lectuali et rationali proeditus ; words betraying an intention

of opposing Apollinarism, as well as those following : duas

hahentes naturas, duas volu7itates, duas operationes, in una per-

sona, etc., which seem to be a protest against the heresy of

the Monophysites and the Monothelites.

Eenaudot, I.e. p. 73. *
Mansi, ii. 1011 sqq.

3
Mansi, ii. 1019 sqq.

Mansi, ii. 1030 sqq.
«
Mansi, ii. 1079.
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roUowing this Creed, the Arabic text relates, falsely, that

Constantine entreated the bishops assembled at Nicaea tc

give the name of Constantinople to Byzantium, and to raise

his bishopric to the rank of an archbishopric, equal to that

of Jerusalem.^

The decrees of this last series, examined in detail, also

show that they are more recent than the Council of Nicsea,

by mentioning customs of later origin. Thus the tenth chapter
commands the baptism of infants

;
the twelfth and thirteenth

chapters, again, concern monks and nuns
;

the fourteenth

chapter finds it necessary to forbid that children should be

raised to the diaconate, and more especially to the priesthood
and episcopate.

We may therefore sum up the certain proofs resulting
from all these facts, by affirming that these Arabic canons

are not genuine ;
and all the efforts of Turrianus, Abraham

Echellensis, and Cardinal d'Aguirre, cannot prevent an im-

partial observer from coming to this opinion even with regard
to some of those canons which they were anxious to save,

while abandoning the others.^ Together with the authenticity

of these canons, the hypothesis of Abraham Echellensis also

vanishes, which supposes them to have been collected by
Jacob, the celebrated Bishop of Nisibis, who was present at

the Nicene Synod. They belong to a later period. Assemani

offers another supposition, supporting it by this passage from

Ebed-jesu :^ "Bishop Maruthas of Tagrit* translated the

seventy-three canons of Mcsea."
^

Assemani believes these

seventy-three canons to be identical with the eighty-four

Arabic canons, but such identity is far from being proved.

Even the number of the canons is different
;
and if it were

not so, we know, from what we saw above, that several of

the Arabic canons indicate a more recent period than those of

Bishop Maruthas. It is probable that Maruthas really trans-

^ The falseness of all this is evident from the fact that Byzantium was not

aised by Constantine to the dignity of the metropolis until the year 330.

2 Cf. I'agi, Grit, in Annales Baron, ad ann. 325, n. 45
; Pearson, Vindicia

Epist Ignat. P. i. p. 177; Richer, Hist. Councils-General, i. 110; Ludovici,

Prref. ad Ittig. Hist. Concil. Nic.
3 Sec. xiv.

^ Sec. v.

' *
Assemani, Bihlioth. Orient, i. 23, 195

; Angelo Mai, I.e. Praef. p. vii.
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lated seventy-three canons, supposed to be Mcene
;
that is

to say, that he had in his hands one of those MSS. spoken of

above, which contained various collections of canons falsely

attributed to the Council of Mcaea.^

It will be asked why in some parts of the East they should

have attributed so great a number of canons to the Council of

Nicsea. It is not difficult to explain the mistake. We know,

indeed, that the canons of various councils were at a very

early period collected into one cor;pus ; and in this corpus the

canons of Mcsea always had the first place, on account of

their importance. It happened afterwards, that either acciden-

tally or designedly, some copyists neglected to give the names

of the councils to those canons which followed the Mcene.

We have already seen that even at Eome there was a copy

containing, siih uno titulo, the canons of Nicsea and those of

Sardica. When these copies were circulated in the East, that

which might have been foreseen took place in course of time :

viz., from a want of the spirit of criticism, all the later canons

which followed after the true canons were attributed to the

Council of Mcsea.

But it must also be said that certain learned men, especially

Baronius ^ and the Spanish Cardinal d'Aguirre,^ have tried

hard to prove, from the only Greek and Latin memorials, and

without these Arabic canons, that the Synod of Mcsea pub-
lished more than twenty canons.

a. The Synod, said Aguirre, certainly set forth a canon on

the celebration of Easter
;
and a proof of this is, that Balsamon,

in his commentary upon the first canon of Antioch, mentions

this Nicene canon as being in existence. There must there-

fore, concludes Aguirre, have been above twenty ISTicene

canons. But it may be answered that the ancient authors

make no mention of a canon, but only of a simple ordinance,

of the Council of Mcsea respecting the celebration of the

Easter festival
;
and it is indeed certain that such a rule was

given by the Council, as is proved by the synodical decree.*

As for Balsamon, he says exactly the contrary to what Car-

* Cf. Spittler, GescJiicJite des Canonischen Eechfs, S. 108, note.
*
Annates, ad ann. 325, n. 156 sqq.

'
Collect. Concil. Hispan. i. 1

; Ajypar. Diss. 8. * Socrat. i. 9.
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dinal d'Aguirre maintains,—namely, eV 701;:^ tol<; Kavoat rcov

ev NiKala irarepodv tovto ov'^ evprjTat,, et? Be ra irpaKTiKa t?}?

7r/?a)T779
avvoSov evpiaKerai \^ that is to say,

" which is not to

he found in the canons of the Fathers of Nicaea, but which
was there discussed." D'Aguirre evidently did not consult

the Greek te:^t of Balsamon, but probably made use of the

inaccurate Latin translation which Schelstrate has given of it.^

But even admitting that some later writer may have given as a

canon the Mcene rule about Easter, even the nature of things
shows that it could only be a disciplinary measure. Perhaps
also a passage of the Synod held at Carthage in 419 had.

been misunderstood. This Sjmod says that the Council of

Mcsea re-established the antiquus canon upon the celebration

of Easter ;^ which from the context means, and can mean, only
this—the ancient rule for the celebration of Easter was re-

'stored by the Council of Mc3ea, to be observed by the genera-
tions following.

h. Cardinal d'Aguirre says, in the second place, that if some

very ancient authors are to be trusted, the acts of the Coun-

cil of Mcsea were very voluminous, and he concludes from

this that there must have been more than twenty canons
;
but

we have explained above that it is very doubtful whether

these acts contained more than the Creed, the canons, and the

synodical letter
;
and even if the acts were reaUy very volu-

minous, it does not necessarily follow that they contained a

larger number of canons. The acts of the Council of Ephesus
are very extensive

;
but nevertheless that Council published

only six canons, eight at the most, if we consider as canons

two decrees which had a special object.

c. Aguirre suggests further, that the Arians burnt the com-

plete acts of the Council of Mcsea, and allowed only these

twenty canons to remain, in order to have it believed that

the Council had decreed no others. Baronius* also makes a

similar supposition, but there is not the slightest^ proof of

1 In Bevereg. I.e. i. 430. ^ Concil. Antioch. AntAverp 1681.

3 Hard. i. 1428, n. 21
; JTansi, iv. 415, in the note.

*
Baronius, ad ann. 325, n. 62.

5 The letter of S. Athauasius to Mark, speaking of that, is evidently spurious.

See above, sec. 23.
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such an act on the part of the Arians
;
and if the Arians had

done as he suggests, they would certainly have burnt the

Creed of Mcaea itself, which contains their most express con-

demnation.

d. It is well-nigh superfluous to refute those who have

maintained that the Synod of ISTicsea lasted three years, and

who add that it must certainly have promulgated above

twenty canons during all that time. The Synod began and

ended in the year 325 : it was after the close of it that the

Emperor Constantine celebrated his vicennalia} The supposi-

tion that the Council lasted for three years is a fable invented

subsequently by the Orientals
;
but even were it true, if the

Council really lasted for three years, one could not therefore

afiirm that it must have promulgated a great number of

decrees.

e. The following passage from a letter of Pope Julius i.

has been also made use of to prove that the Council of

Mcsea published more than twenty canons :
*' The bishops at

Nicaea rightly decided that the decrees of one council may be

revised by a subsequent one." This letter is to be found in

the works of S. Athanasius.^ But Pope Julius i. does not

say that the Nicene Fathers made a canon of their decision
;

on the contrary, he appears to consider that it was by their

example, in judging afresh the Arian question, abeady judged
at Alexandria, that the Mcene Fathers authorized, these re-

visions.

/. When the Patriarch of Constantinople, Flavian, appealed
to Kome against the decision of the Eobber-Synod of Ephesus,

Pope Leo the Great, in two letters addressed to the Emperor
Theodosius, appealed in his turn to a decree of the Council of

Nicsea, to show that such appeals were permissible.^ Cardinal

d'Aguirre immediately concludes that Pope Leo there quotes
a canon which is not among the twenty authentic ones. The

Cardinal did not see that Pope Leo here commits the same

mistake .as Pope Zosimus, by quoting a canon of Sardica as

one of those passed at Mcsea.

^ The twentietli year of his reign. Upon the duration of the Council of

ITicaja, cf. sees. 26 and 44.
*
Apologia contra Arianos, c. 22, 0pp. i. 112, ed. Patav. ^

Bpp. 43 and 44.

2 A
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g. It is less easy to explain these words of S. Amlirose,

quoted by Baronius and Aguirre : Sed prius cognoscamus, non

solum Jioc apostolum de episcopo et presbgtero statuisse, sed etiam

Patres in concilio Nicceno tradatus addidisse, necjite clericum

quemdam dehere esse, qui secunda conjugia sortitus} An ex-

amination of this text shows, however, that S. Ambrose does

not attribute to the Council of Nicsea a canon properly so

called
;
he uses only the expression tradatus. The Benedic-

tines of S. Maur, besides, say very reasonably on this passage
of S. Ambrose :

" As Pope Zosimus mistook a canon of Sardica

for one of Mcsea, so S. Ambrose may have read in his colledio

of the Acts of Mcsea some rule de digamis non ordinandis,

belonging to another synod, and may have thought that this

rule also emanated from the Council of IsTicsea."

7i. We have to examine an expression of S. Jerome, which

it has been said will show that more than twenty canons

were promulgated at Nicsea. S. Jerome says in his Frcefatio

ad lihrum Judith:^ Apud Hebrceos liter Judith inter agio-

grap^ha legitur, cujus audoritas ad rohoranda ilia, quae in con-

tentionem xeniunt, minus idonea judicatur. . . . Sed quia hunc

lihrum Synodus Niccena in numero Sanctarum Scripturarum

legitur compictasse, acquievi postulationi vestrce, etc. If we con-

clude from these words that the Fathers of Nicaea gave a

canon of the genuine books of the Bible, we certainly draw

an inference which they do not sustain. The meaning seems

rather to be this : the Mcene Fathers quoted this book of

Judith, that is to say, made use of it as a canonical book, and

so in fact recognised it. In this way the Council of Ephesus

implicitly acknowledged the Epistle to the Hebrews, by ap-

proving of the anathemas levelled by Cyril against Nestorius,

in which this epistle is quoted as a book of the Bible.^ It is

true that, in some memorials left to us by the Council of Mcsea,

we find no such quotation from the book of Judith
;
but the

difficulty does not lie there : the quotation may have been

made viva voce in the Council
;
and this fact may have been

laid hold of, and preserved in some document composed by a

1
Epist. ad Vercellensem episcopum, 0pp. ed. Bened. iii. 1127.

*
0pp. X. 39 ed. Migne, i. 1170 ed. BB.

» Natal. Alex. Bist. Ecd. I.e. 387, a.
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member of the Council. Besides, S. Jerome said only these

words, '^legituT computassc,'' that is to say, we read that the

Council of Mccea did so. If the Council had really made a

canon on this subject, S. Gregory of Nazianzus, Amphilochius,
and others, would not have subsequently refused to reckon

the book of Judith in the number of canonical books. S.

Jerome himself in another passage
^

is doubtful of the cano-

nicity of the book
;
he therefore can have attached no great

importance to what he said of the Council of ISTiccea on the

subject of the book of Judith. Finally, the Council of Lao-

dicaea, more recent than that of Mcsea, in its sixtieth canon,
does not reckon the book of Judith among the canonical books :

such exclusion would have been utterly impossible if the pre-
tended canon had been really promulgated at Mcsea in 325.

i. It has been attempted also to decide the controversy
now under consideration by the high authority of S. Augustine,
who in his 213th epistle (in earlier editions the 110th) says:
" Even in the lifetime of Valerius, I was appointed coadjutor-

bishop in Hippo, not being aware that this had been pro-
hibited by the Council of Nicsea." It has been said—and

Cardinal d'Aguirre especially insisted—that this prohibition
is not to be found in the twenty canons

;
but he is mistaken :

the prohibition is there; it is very explicit in the eighth
canon.^

7c. We proceed to an objection taken from Pope Innocent i.,

who says in his twenty-third epistle, that at ISIicsea it was for-

bidden that any one should be ordained priest who had served

in war after his baptism.^ This prohibition, indeed, is not

to be found in the twenty Mcene canons
;
but an attentive

reading of Innocent l.'s epistle leads us to ask if Innocent

really considered this prohibition as proceeding from the

Council of Mcsea. He says, in fact :

" You know yourselves
the rules of Mcaea about ordination, tamen aliquam partem,

quce de ordinationibus est provisa, inserendam putavi" It is

^ He says of the book of Judith in his Epistola ad Furiam: **Si cui tamen

placet volumen recipere." Op}-). i. 559, ed. Migne ;
and Commentar. in Agfjceum,

cap. i. V, 6, 6, p. 1394, t. vi. ed. Migne.
' This canon ends with these words, 't'va fih h ryj <roXu 'hva WlrKoitoi Zffo.

Mansi, ii. 672.
3
Mansi, iii. 1068 sq.
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not known whether the two words aliqua jpars onght to he

understood of a rule of Nicaea, or of a rule taken from

another synod, and treating of the same subject. Innocent

twice mentions this prohibition to ordain soldiers as priests :

once in the forty-third epistle/ where he in no way mentions

the Council of Mcsea : the second time in Ep. i. c. 2,^ where

it is true that in the context there is reference to the Council

of Nicaea
;
but in the passage itself, where the Pope recalls

the prohibition, he does not rest upon the authority of that

Council In the passage the word item evidently means

secundo, and not that the rule following is a decree of Nicsea.

We might even admit that Pope Innocent intended to quote
a Mcene rule, but that would prove nothing contrary to our

position. The words quoted by the Pope are those of a

Council of Turin, as has been thoroughly shown by Labbe.^

We must therefore conclude that Innocent made the same

mistake as his predecessor Zosimus.

l. Gelasius of Cyzicus gives nine constitutiones^ exclusive

of the twenty authentic canons
;
and at the close of Book ii.

c. 29 he says explicitly,
" The bishops of Nicsea gave various

similar StarvTrwcret? ;'* hence it has been said that he refutes

our thesis. But these constitutiones are purely dogmatical

(X0709 hihcG-KoXLKo'i) : therefore they are not canons, and could

not have increased the number to more than twenty ;
but—

and this is the principal point
—

they are most certainly i

spurious : none of the ancient writers are acquainted with f

them
;
no one among the moderns has endeavoured to defend

their historical value
;
most do not even mention them—as,

for instance, Tillemont and Orsi
;
and those who quote them

content themselves with denying their genuineness.^

m. According to Baronius and d'Aguirre, Socrates,® the

1
Mansi, iii. 1046. *

Mansi, iii. 1033.
3
;Mansi, iii. 1069, ad marg.

* Lib. ii. c. 30.

'-^ See Ittig. Hist. Condi. Nic. § 68, and the quotations accompanying that

history ; Fuchs, Bihliotheh der Kirchenversammlungen, Leipz. 1780, Bd. i. S.

438. The second of these diatyposes is probably directed against the Euty-

chians, and consequently it may be considered as subsequent to the Council of

Nicsea. Dorscheus has Avritten an especial disserlation upon the fifth diaiypose

(on the holy communion).
^ Socrat. iii. 20.
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Greek historian of the Church, is erroneously represented as

having said that the Council of Niccea commanded the use

of the doxology thus worded,
"
Glory be to the Father and

to the Son/' in order to show the equality of the Father and

the Son
;
whilst the Arians proposed this form,

"
Glory be

to the Father through the Son." But in the said, passage
Socrates simply affirms that there was one party at Antioch

which made use of the one form, and another which used the

other, and that the Arian Bishop Leontius tried to prevent
the praises of God being sung according to the 7rapdBoaL<; of

the Council of Nicsea, that is, to prevent their using forms

in accordance with the Mcene doctrine. Valesius also re-

marks, when translating that passage from Socrates, that the

Greek historian nowhere says what Baronius and Aguirre
attribute to him.-^ We know, indeed, that before the rise of

the Arian heresy the Fathers of the Church often altered the

form of the doxology, sometimes saying
"
by the Son," some-

times " and to the Son." But as the Arians would not use

the form " and to the Son," and persisted in saying
"
by the

Son," the orthodox in their turn gained the habit of saying
almost exclusively, without there being any rule on the sub-

ject,
" and to the Son." If there had been a rule, the orthodox

lishops would not long subsequently have allowed the form
*'

by the Son" to have been used.^

n. Pope Leo appealed repeatedly to the Council of Nicsea

to show that the Patriarch of Constantinople wrongfully laid

claim to a precedency over the Patriarchs of Alexandria and

Antioch.^ Aguirre hence concludes that the Pope must have

had Nicene decrees before him which are not among the

twenty canons recognised as authentic. It is easy to reply
that S. Leo refers only to the sixth canon of Nicsea, which

maintains the Archbishops of Alexandria and Antioch in their

rights, and consequently implicitly forbids any other bishop
to be placed above them.

^ Cf. Ludovici, Prcefatio ad Ittig. Hist Condi. Nic.
2
Vgl. Binterim, Denkwiirdigkeiten, Bd. iv. Thl. i. S. 426 f.

; Ittig, I.e.

§51.
3
Epp. 104, 105, 106, ed. Ballerin. vol. i.

; Epp. 78, 79, 80, cd. Quesnel (alias

53, 54, 55).
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0. Notwithstanding the efforts of Cardinal d'Aguirre, ifc

is impossible to make a serious objection of what was said

by the second Council of Aries/ held about the year 452.

This Council expresses itself thus : magna synodus antea con-

stituit—that whoso falsely accused another of great crimes

should be excommunicated to their life's end.^ It is perfectly

true, as has been remarked, that the twenty canons of Nicaea

contain no such rule
;
but it has been forgotten that, in mak-

ing use of the expression magna synodus, the second Council

of Aries does not mean the Council of Mcaea : it has in view

the first Council of Aries, and particularly the fourteenth

canon of that Council.^

p. The objection drawn from the Sjniod of Ephesus* is

still only specious. The Council of Ephesus relies upon a

decision of the Council of Mcsea in maintaining that the

Church of Cyprus is independent of the Church of Antioch.

Aguirre thought that this was not to be found in the twenty
canons

;
but it is not so, for the Council of Ephesus certainly

referred to the sixth canon of Mceea when it said :

" The

canon of the Fathers of Mcaea guaranteed to each Church

the rank which it previously held."

q. Again, it has been said that Atticus Bishop of Con-

stantinople
^
alludes to a canon not found among the twenty,

when he indicates very precisely in a letter who those are,

according to the rule of the Council of Mcaea, who ought to

have literce formatce.^ But the document bearing the name
of Bishop Atticus was unknown to the whole of antiquity ;

it belongs only to the middle ages, and has certainly no

greater value than the pseudo-Isidorian documents.^ But if

this memorial were authentic (Baronius accepts it as such^),

it would prove nothing against our position; for Baronius

himself tells us that the Fathers of Mcaea deliberated very

secretly upon the form that the literce formatce ought to take^

but made no canon upon the subject.^

r. The last witness of Aguirre has no greater weight. It

1 Can. 24. ^ Hard. ii. 775. 3 cf. Ludovici, Prcpf. ad Ittig. l.c,

4 Actio vii. Mansi, iv. 1468
;
Hard. i. 1620. ^ Sec. v.

6 Hard. v. 1453. 7
Tillemont, Mdmoires, vi. 288, b,

8 Ad aim. 325, n. 162 sq.
^ Cf. Natal. Alex. I.e. p. 387.
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is an expression of S. Basil's/ who affirms that the Council

of Mcsea made rules for the punishment of the guilty, that

future sins might be avoided. Now the canons of Nicsea

in our possession, as we shall see hereafter, authorize S. Basil

to speak in this way.^ Some other objections of less import-

ance not repeated by Aguirre might be noticed, Iflit they have

been sufficiently exposed and refuted by Natalis Alexander.^

Sec. 42. Contents of the Nicene Canons.

After having determined the number of authentic canons

of the Council of Mcsea, we must now consider more closely

their contents. The importance of the subject, and the

historical value that an original text always possesses, has

decided us to give the Greek text of the acts of the Council

(according to the editions of Mansi and of Bruns*), together

with a translation and a commentary intended to explain
their meaning.^

Can. 1.

JSfc Tt9 iv z/ocTft) vTW larpoov i')(eipovp^ridr}, rj vtto ^apffdpcov

e^eTfJL7]67], ouTO<; fieverco iv rep Kkrjpw' el Be rt9 vyialvcov eavrov

i^erepbe, rovrov koI iv rw nXijpa) i^era^ofievov nreiravaOat, irpo-

crjicei,, Koi etc tov Sevpo pLTjBeva rcov tolovtccv
')(pr]vai, irpodr/eadai,'

wcTTrep Be tovto irpoBrfkov, otl irepl rcov iirnrjBevovTcov to irpa^fia

Kol To\fJL(iovTa>v eavTovfi iKTejxveiv eipr^rai' ovTa}<; et TiV6<i vtto

1
Ep. 125, n. 3, vol. iii. p. 216, ed. BB.

2 Cf. Ludovici, Prcef. ad Ittig. I.e.

3 Natal. Alex. I.e. p. 387 sqq.
*
Mansi, Collectio Concil. ii. 668 sqq. ; Bnins, Canones aposfohrum et con-

ciliorum, scee. iv.-vii. Berol. 1839, i. 14 sqq. Scipio Maffei discovered in the

last century, in a manuscript of Verona, a very ancient Latin translation of

the canons of Nicoea different from those already known; for instance, that

of Dionysius the Less, and of the Prisca. It is printed in the edition of the

WorJ:s of S. Leo the Great by the Ballerini, iii. 582 sqq., and Mansi, I.e. vi.

1195 sqq.
5 Among the commentaries which we have used in making ours, we shall

quote those which were composed in the middle ages by the Greeks Balsamon,

Zonaras, and Aristenus : they are printed in Beveridge, Synodicon, sive Pandectoz

canonum, Oxon. 1672, i. 58 sqq. Beveridge has also edited one of them in

the appendix of the second volume of his work, p. 44 sqq. Van Espen has
done the same work in his Commentarius in canones et decreta, etc., Colon.

1755, p. 85 sqq. ;
as well as Professor Herbst in the Tiib. Theol. Quartalschriftf

1822, S. 30 ff.
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jBappdpcov 7\
Bea-TTOTCov evvov^ladrjcrav, evplaKOLvro Se uX\cd<;

d^toij Tou? T0L0VT0V<; €t9 Kkrjpov irpoalerai 6 Kavcov.

"
If a man has been mutilated by pliysiciaas during sick-

ness, or by barbarians, he may remain among the clergy ;

but if a man in good health has mutilated himself, he must

resign his post after the matter has been proved among the

clergy, and in future no one who has thus acted should be

ordained. But as it is evident that what has just been said

only concerns those who have thus acted with intention, and

have dared to mutilate themselves, those who have been made
eunuchs by barbarians or by their masters will be allowed,

conformably to the canon, to remain among the clergy, if in

other respects they are worthy."
This ordinance of Mcsea agrees well with the directions

contained in the apostolic canons 21-24 inclusive (20—23

according to another way of numbering them), and it is to

these apostolic canons that the Council makes allusion by the

expression 6 Kavcov. It was not Origen alone who, a long
time before the Council of Mcasa, had given occasion for such

ordinances : we know, by the first apology of S. Justin,^ that

a century before Origen, a young man had desired to be muti-

lated by physicians, for the purpose of completely refuting

the charge of vice which the heathen brought against the

worship of Christians. S. Justin neither praises nor blames

this young man : he only relates that he could not obtain the

permission of the civil authorities for his project, that he

renounced his intention, but nevertheless remained virgo aU

his life. It is very probable that the Council of Mcsea was

induced by some fresh similar cases to renew the old in-

junctions ;
it was perhaps the Arian Bishop Leontius who

was the principal cause of it. S. Athanasius,^ and after

him Theodoret^ and Socrates,* relate in fact that Leontius, a

Phrygian by birth,^ and a clergyman at Antioch, lived with a

siibintroducta named Eustolion
;
and as he could not separate

^ Justin. Apol. c. 29.

2
Atlianasius, Apologia de fuga sua, c. 26 ; and Historia Arianorum ad

monacJios, c. 28.
3
Theodoret, Hist Eccl. ii. 24. *

Socrates, Hist. Eocl ii. 26.

fi

Theodoret, I.e. ii. 10.
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himself from her, and wished to prevent her leaving him,

mutilated himself. His bishop, Eustathius, had deposed him,

more especially for this last act
;
but the Emperor Constan-

tine afterwards made him by force Bishop of Antioch.

Leontius became afterwards one of the most bitter opponents
of S. Athanasius. This ordinance of Nicaea was often renewed

in force by subsequent synods and by bishops; and it has

been inserted in the Corpus juris ccmonici}

Can. 2.

^ETreiSrj TroWa tjtol inro avcuyKT]^ t] aWw? iirei^ofievtav tcov

avOpcoTTcov iyeveTO rirapa top Kavova top eKK\7](TiaaTiKov, wcrre

avdpco7rov<; utto eOvLKov fftou apn irpoa-ekdovTa^ rfj irla-rei, koX

iv oXljo) xpoi/ft) Karrj^TjOevra^ ev6u<; eVl to TTvevjiaTiKov \ovTpov

ayeiv, fcal ajjua tw paiTTiaOrivai Trpoardyecv eh iTrcaKOjTrjv ^

m-pecr^vTepelov' KoXm eSo^ev e^etv, rod Xolttov fMrjSev tolovto

ylveadai' koX yap kol '^ovov hel tm KaTTj^ov/Jbepo),
Kal fiera to

^diTTicriJLa hoKLfxaaia^ irXeiovor c-a(l>e<; yap to diroaToXiKov

ypajjufxa to Xeyov Mrj veocpvTov, Lva fir] TVcpcoOeh eh Kpifju

efiirecrri Kal TraylSa tov BLa/SoXov el Be 7rpoi6vTO<; tov ')(p6vov

ylrv^iKOV TC d/jLdpTJjfjLa evpedfj irepl to Trpoacoirov, Kal eXey)(pLT0

VTTO hvo rj TpLOiv fjuapTvpcov, TreTravaOo) 6 tolovto'^ tov KXrjpov' o

he irapa TavTa ttoccov, o)<; virevavTca Ty fieydXy a-vv6Ba> 6paav-

vo/JLevof;, avTo^ Kivhwevaei irepl tov KXrjpov.^

"Seeing that many things, either from necessity or on

account of the pressure of certain persons, have happened

contrary to the ecclesiastical canon, so that men who have

but just turned from a heathen life to the faith, and who
have only been ii>structed during a very short time, have been

brought to the spiritual laver, to baptism, and have even

been raised to the office of priest or bishop, it is right that

in future this should not take place, for time is required for

sound instruction in doctrine, and for further trial after

baptism. For the apostolic word is clear, which says:^
1 C. 7, Dist. Iv. ;

and c. 3, x. (f. 20).
2
Zoega has discovered an ancient Coptic translation of this canon

;
it was

published at Paris in 1852 by Pitra, in his Spicilegium Solesmense, i. 525.

This Coptic translation does not verbally agree with the original Greek text, but

entirely with its meaning.
3 1 Tim. iii. 6.



378 HISTORY OF THE COUNCILS.

'
ISTot a novice, lest through pride he fall into condemnation,

and into the snare of the devil.' If hereafter a cleric is

guilty of a grave offence, proved by two or three witnesses,

he must resign his spiritual office. Any one who acts against

this ordinance, and ventures to be disobedient to this great

Synod, is in danger of being expelled from the clergy."

It may be seen by the very text of this canon, that it was

already forbidden to baptize, and to raise to the episcopate or

to the priesthood any one who had only been a catechumen

for a short time : this injunction is in fact contained in the

eightieth (seventy-ninth) apostolical canon
;
and according to

that, it would be older than the Council of Mcaea. There

have been nevertheless certain cases in ^vhich, for urgent

reasons, an exception has been made to the rule of the Council

of Nicsea,
—for instance, that of S. Ambrose.-^ The canon of

Mcsea does not seem to allow such an exception, but it might
be justified by the apostolical canon which says, at the close :

"
It is not right that any one who has not yet been proved

should be a teacher of others, unless by a peculiar divine

grace." The expression of the canon of Mcsea, '>^v')(lkov
to

dfjiapTr]/jLa,
is not easy to explain : some render it by the

Latin w^ords animaU ^peccatum, believing that the Council has

here especially in view sins of the flesh
; but, as Zonaras has

said, all sins are
'^v')(^LKa djaapT'^fiaTa. We must then imder-

stand the passage in question to refer to a capital and very
serious offence, as the penalty of deposition annexed to it

points out.

Tliese words have also given offence, el Se irpolovro^ rov

'^povov ;
that is to say,

"
It is necessary henceforward," etc.,

understanding that it is only those who have been too quickly
ordained who are threatened with deposition in case they
are guilty of crime

;
but the canon is framed, and ought to be

understood, in a general manner : it applies to all other clergy-

men, but it appears also to point out that greater severity

should be shown towards those who have been too quickly
ordained. Others have explained the passage in this manner :

"
If it shall become known that any one who has been too

quickly ordained was guilty before his baptism of any serious

1 Theodor. Hist. Eccl iv. 6 : Kufin. Hist. Ecd. ii. 11.

I
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offence, he ought to "be deposed." This is the interpretation

given by Gratian/ but it must be confessed that such a transla-

tion does violence to the text. This is, I believe, the general

sense of the canon, and of this passage in particular :

" Hence-

forward no one shall be baptized or ordained quicldy. As to

those already in orders (without any distinction between those

who have been ordained in due course and those who have

been ordained too quickly), the rule is that they shall be

deposed if they commit a serious offence. Those who are

guilty of disobedience to this great Synod, either by allowing
themselves to be ordained or even by ordaining others pre-

maturely, are threatened with deposition ipso facto, and for

this fault alone." We consider, in short, that the last words

of the canon may be understood as well of the ordained as of

the ordainer.

Can. 3.

^Airrjjopeva-ev Ka66\ov 17 fieyaki] crvvoBo^ fJbrjTe eTriaKoiTcp

lir)Te irpeapvrepfp fJLTjTe htaKOVcp fJLrjTe okw^ tlvI toov iv t^
Kkrjpcp i^elvat avvelaaKTOv

€'^€Lv, ttXtjv el fir] apa firjripa y

aSeXc^r/i^ 77 Oeiau, 7) a fiova irpoorayira iraaav vTro'^lav hiaire

" The great Synod absolutely forbids, and it cannot be per-

mitted to either bishop, priest, or any other cleric, to have in

his house a o-weio-a/cro? (siibintroducta), with the exception of

his mother, sister, aunt, or such other persons as are free from

all suspicion."

In the first ages of the Church, some Christians, clergjrmen
and laymen, contracted a sort of spiritual marriage with un-

married persons, so that they lived together ;
but there was

not a sexual, but a spiritual connection between them, for

their mutual spiritual advancement.^ They were known by
the name of avveio-aKTOL, wyairriTal, and sorores. That which

began in the spirit, however, in many cases ended in the flesh
;

on which account the Church very stringently forbade such

^
Corpus jur. can. c. i. Dist. 48.

^
Zoega has discovered a Coptic translation of this canon also : it was inserted

by Pitra in the Spicilegium Solesmense, i. 526. The Greek canon is very

freely translated in it.

^ Cf. tlie sermon of S. Chrysosrom, vpoj rah; 'ip^ovTo,; <x'upSivov; ffwucxxrovs f

and Beveridge, I.e. p. 46, b.
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unions, even with penalties more severe than those with

which she punished concubinage : for it happened that Chris-

tians who would have recoiled from the idea of concubinage

permitted themselves to form one of these spiritual unions,

and in so doing fell It is very certain that the canon of

Nicsea forbids this species of union, but the context shows

moreover that the Fathers had not these particular cases in

view alone
;
and the expression avvelaaKTo^ should be under-

stood of every woman who is introduced {avveiaaKToi) into

the house of a clergyman for the purpose of living there. If

by the word avveiaaKTO^ was only intended the wife in this

spiritual marriage, the Council would not have said, any
(TweiaaKTo^ except his mother, etc.; for neither his mother

nor his sister could have formed this spiritual union with

the cleric. The injunction, then, does not merely forbid the

GvveiaaicTo^ in the specific sense, but orders that
" no woman

must live in the house of a cleric, unless she be his mother,"

etc. Because this interpretation presents itself naturally to

the mind, several ancient authors have read in the Greek

text eireiaaKTov instead of GvveiaaKTov
;
for instance, the Em-

peror Justinian in his Novel 123 (c. 29), and EuJSnus in his

translation of the canon.-"- Several councils, amongst others

the second of Tours (c. 11) and the fourth of Toledo (c. 42),

have also received this reading, but wrongly, as is proved by
the best Greek manuscripts. Beveridge, S. Basil, and Diony-
sius the Less read crvvelaaKTov with us.^ On the meaning of

the last words of this canon, it has been doubted whether the

Council allows all persons who are free from suspicion to live

in the house of a clerk, as it is understood by Gratian f or

whether the true translation is this: "And his sisters and

aunts cannot remain unless they be free from all suspicion."

Van Espen
*
explains the text in this manner, but this inter-

pretation does not seem altogether in accordance with the

original.

1 Hist. Eccl, i. 6.
*
Beveridge, I.e. pp. 45 and 46.

^
Corpus jur. can. c. 16, Dist. 32. Interdixit per omnia sancta synodus, non

episcopo, non pi'esbytero, non diacono, vel alicui om7iino, qui in clero est, licere

subintroductani habere mulierem, nisiforte aut matrem, aut sororem, aut amitamf
aut etiam eas idoneas personas, qucefuglant suspkiones.

*
I.e. p. 88.
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Another question has been raised on this subject,
—

namely,
whether it supposes the marriage of priests, or whether it

orders celibacy, and then the real wives of clerics would be

included in the word avveiaaKToi. This last interpretation

is that of Bellarmin; but it is without foundation, for the

(TwelaaKToi are here forbidden to all clerks, and we know that

at this period those in minor orders were permitted to marry.
In conclusion, it cannot be overlooked that this canon shows

that the practice of celibacy had already spread to a great

extent among the clergy ;
as even Fuchs^ confesses, and as

ISTatalis Alexander has also remarked.^ The question of the

relation of the Council of Nicsea to celibacy will be considered

when we come to the history of Paphnutius.

Can. 4.

^EirldKO'irov irpoarjKei fiaXiara jjbev viro itolvtcdv rcov ev rfj

eTrap-x^la KaOiaTaaOai,' el Be Bva'^epe^ elr) to toiovto, rj Bta

KareTTel'yovaav avarjKriv rj Eia fjirJKO^ oBov, e^diravTO^ rpet? eVl

TO avTo avvayo/jLevov<;, avfiylr'^cpcov ryipo/juevcov Koi to)v airovrcov koI

a-vvTi£e/ievcov Bia
rypa/jLfjLdrojv,

rore T7]v '^eiporoviav TroielaOai'

TO Be Kvpo<; T(ov ryLVOfjuivayv BiBoaOat KaO* eicd<JTr}v iirap^Lav rS

/JL7]Tp07ro\LTl}.^
" The bishop shall be appointed by all (the bishops) of

the eparchy (province) ;
if that is not possible on account of

pressing necessity, or on account of the length of journeys,
three (bishops) at the least shall meet, and proceed to the

imposition of hands (consecration) with the permission of

those absent in writing. The confirmation of what is done

belongs by right, in each eparchy, to the metropolitan."
The Church was not obliged in principle to conform itself

to the territorial divisions of the states or of the provinces in

establishing its own territorial divisions. If, however, it often

accepted these civil divisions as models for its own, it was to

facilitate the conduct of business, and to prevent any disrup-
^
Fuclis, Bibliotheh der Kirchenversammlungen (Library of the Councils),

Leipzig 1780, TliL i. S. 392.
"^ Natal. Alex. Hist. Eccl sec. iv. Dissert. 19, Propos. ii. p. 802, ed.

Venet. 1778.
3
See, in Pitra, Spicileg. Solesjnense, i. 526 sq., a Coptic translation of tliis

canon newly discovered.
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tion of received customs. Thus the apostles often passed

through the principal cities of one province for the purpose of

preaching the gospel there before entering another, and after-

wards they treated the faithful of that province as forming one

community. Tor instance, S. Paul writes to the Church of God
at Corinth, and to all the faithful of Achaia :

^ he unites, then,

in his thoughts all the Christians of the province of Achaia,

and at the head of the Churches of that province he places
that of Corinth, which was its political capital. He addresses

in the same manner another of his letters
"
to the Churches of

the Galatians,"
^

again uniting in his mind all the communities

of that civil province. The result of this action of the Church

was, that the bishops of the same province soon considered

that there was a certain bond between them, and the bishop of

the capital thus gained insensibly a sort of pre-eminence over his

colleagues in the province. This pre-eminence could only be

based in some cases on the civil importance of the capital;

but it must not be forgotten that the civil capital was often

also the ecclesiastical, as being the first city in the province

in which a Christian Church was founded, from which the

gospel was made known to the other cities in the province.

It is especially the civil importance that the Synod of Antioch

of 341 had in view when it said, in its ninth canon: "The

bishops of each eparchy must understand that it is the bishop
of the metropolis (political capital) who has charge of the

business of the eparchy, because all meet at the metropolis to

transact their business." The word e^parcliy here most cer-

tainly designates the civil province ;
and evidently the Synod

wished to make the civil divisions the basis of ecclesiastical

divisions. The Council of Mcsea follows the same course : it

orders in this fourth canon that a bishop shall be chosen by
the other bishops of the whole eparchy (political province) ;

and

in accordance with the ninth canon of the Synod of Antioch,

it decides that the metropolitan shall have charge of the

business of the eparchy. The first remark that there is to

make on this canon is, then, to point out that the Council of

Kicsea accepts the political division as the basis of the eccle-

1 2 Cor. i. 1.

a Gal. i. 2.

1
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siastical division; but there were afterwards exceptions to

this rule/

The second remark relates to the method of proceeding in

the election of bishops. In apostolic times the apostles them-

selves chose the bishops. During the period immediately
after apostolic times it was the disciples of the apostles, iWo-

ryc/jLOL avBpe<;, as S. Clement calls them. Thus such men as

Titus and Timothy nominated bishops ;
but the election had

to be approved by the whole community, a-vvevSoKTjado-T]^ tt}?

€fCK\r](TLa<; 7rdarj<;, as S. Clement says again ;^ so that here a new

agent appears in the choice of a bishop : the community has

to make known whether it considers the person elected fitted

or unfitted for the charge. After the death of the disciples of

the apostles this practice changed ;
t>.ere were no longer any

bishops who had such an uncontested ascendency over the

others. A letter of S. Cyprian tells us in a very clear manner

how episcopal elections and consecrations were then carried

on.
" In almost all provinces," he writes,

" the business is

managed in this manner : The nearest bishops in the province
meet in the city for which the election is to be held. The

bishop is then elected plehe jprcesente ; the people are bound

to be present at the election, for singulorum vita77i plenissime

novit. The episcopal dignity is after that conferred universes

fratemitatis suffragio and episcoporum judicio.''
^

Beveridge
has explained this very important passage in the follow-

ing mamier.* The bishops of the province choose their

future colleague, and the fraternitas
—that is to say, the people

and the clergy of the city
—decide whether the choice is

acceptable, whether the candidate is Worthy of the episcopate.

It seems to me that Beveridge thus does violence to the

expression suffragio, and does not quite accurately translate

judicio. Suffragium is derived from sub and frango.^ It pro-

^ Of. upon this question a learned and very acute article hj Friedrich Maassen,
J. TJ. Dr., Der Primat des Bisclwfs von Rom und die alien Patriarchalkirchen

(the primacy of the Bishop of Rome and the ancient patriarchal Churches).
Mn Beitrag zur GeschicJde der Hierarchie, insbesondere zur Erlduterung des

sechsten Canons des ersten allg. Concils von Nicda, Bonn 1853, S. 1-13.
^ Clementis Epist. i. ad Corinth, c. 44

;
ed. Patrum apostol. by Hefele, ed. iii.

p. 116. ^
Epist. QS. *;.c. p. 47.

5
[These etymological remarks are very douhtful. See Wliite's Dlct.—'KD.]
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perly means a fragment—a shred or scrap
—and refers to the

shell which the ancients used for voting in the assemblies of

the people. This expression, then, ought here to signify that

the people, the community, had the right of voting, but that

the right of deciding
—the judicium

—was reserved to the

bishops of the province. Van Espen gives the same explana-
tion that we do in his canon law.^ The fraternitas, he says

—
that is to say, the clergy and people of the community—
who are interested in the choice had the right of presentation ;

the bishops had afterwards to decide. They had then the

principal part to perform. In certain cases the bishops elected

and consecrated a candidate sine prcevia plehis eledione—for

instance, when the people would undoubtedly have made a

bad choice. As it was by the judicium of the bishops that

the new bishop was appointed, so it was also their duty to

consecrate the newly elected.

The Council of Mcsea thought it necessary to define by
precise rules the duties of the bishops who took part in these

episcopal elections. It decided, (a) that a single bishop of

the province was not sufiicient for the appointment of another
;

(&) three at the least should meet, and
(c) they were not to

proceed to election without the written permission of the

absent bishops ;
it was necessary {d) to obtain afterwards the

approval of the metropolitan. The Council thus confirms the

ordinary metropolitan division, in its two most important

points, namely, the nomination and ordination of bishops, and

the superior position of the metropolitan. The third point

connected with this division—namely, the provincial synod—will be considered under the next canon.

Meletius was probably the occasion of this canon.- It may
be remembered that he had nominated bishops without the

concurrence of the other bishops of the province, and without

the approval of the metropolitan of Alexandria, and had thus

occasioned a schism. This canon was intended to prevent

the recurrence of such abuses. The question has been

raised
^
as to whether the fourth canon speaks only of the

choice of the bishop, or whether it also treats of the consecra-

1 P. i. tit. 13, n. 10.

* Cf. Van Espen, Commentarius in canones, etc., p. 89.
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[on of the newly elected. We think, with Yan Espen, that

it treats equally of both,
—as well of the part which the

bishops of the province should take in an episcopal election,

as of the consecration which completes it.

The Council of Nicsea had a precedent in the first apostolic

canon, and in the twentieth canon of Aries, for the establish-

ment of this rule. The canon of Mcsea was afterwards in

its turn reproduced and renewed by many councils,
—by that

of Laodicea (c. 12), of Antioch (c. 19), by the fourth Synod of

Toledo (c. 19), the second of Nicsea (c. 13) : it is also repro-

duced in the Codex Ecclesice Afric. (c. 13). It has been put
into execution in the Greek Church as well as in the Latin

Church, and inserted in all collections of ecclesiastical laws,

especially in the Corpus Juris canonici}

It has been, however, interpreted in different ways. The

Greeks had learnt by bitter experience to distrust the inter-

ference of princes and earthly potentates in episcopal elections.

Accordingly, they tried to prove that this canon of Mcsea

took away from the people the right of voting at the nomina-

tion of a bishop, and confined the nomination exclusively to

the bishops of the province. In order to obtain a solid ground
for this practice, the seventh CEcumenical Council held at

Nicaea (c. 3) interpreted the canon before us in the sense that

a bishop could be elected only by bishops ;
and it threatens

with deposition any one who should attempt to gain, by
means of the temporal authority, possession of a bishopric.^

One hundred years later, the eighth (Ecumenical Council en-

forces the same rule, and decides,^ in accordance
" with former

councils," that a bishop must not be elected except by the

college of bishops.* The Greek commentators, Balsamon and-

others, therefore, only followed the example of these two great

Councils in affirming that this fourth canon of Nicaea takes

away from the people the right previously possessed of voting
in the choice of bishops, and makes the election depend en-

tirely on the decision of the bishops
^
of the province.

The Latin Church acted otherwise. It is true that with

it also the people have been removed from episcopal elections,

1 Can. c. 1, Dist. 64. * Hard. Collect. Condi iv. 487.
3 C. 22. 4 Hard. v. 909. *

Beveridge, I.e. p. 47.

2B
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but this did not happen till later, about the eleventh century ;^

and it was not the people only who were removed, but the

bishops of the province as well, and the election was con-

ducted entirely by the clergy of the cathedral church.^ The
Latins then interpreted the canon of ISTicaea as though it said

nothing of the rights of the bishops of the province in the

election of their future colleague (and it does not speak of it

in a very explicit manner), and as though it determined these

two points only : {a) that for the ordination of a bishop three

bishops at least are necessary; (V) that the right of confir-

mation rests with the metropolitan.^ In the Latin Church

this right of confirmation passed in course of time from the

metropolitans to the Pope, particularly by the concordats of

Aschaffenburg.

Can. 5.

Uepi 7C0V aKOLVOdvrjTtov (yevofjuevcoVt etre rcov iv tcD K\rip(p etre

iv XaLKO) rdyfiaTij vtto tcov kuO^ eKduT7]V i7rap')(^iav liridKoirGiv

KpareLTco 77 yvco/jir) Kara tov Kavova top BcayopevovTa, tou9 t/^*

erepcov dTro^XrjOevTa^; vcj) erepwv fxrj irpoaLeaOau. i^era^iadco Se,

fir) fjLiKpoylrv^la rj (pLkoveiKia 7/ tlvl roLavrrj drj'Bla tov iircaKOTrov

UTToavvdyeoyoL yeyevvrjTai,. iva ovv tovto ttjv irpeirova-av i^eraacu

XafjijSdur), Ka\(b^ €')(€iv eBo^ev, eKaa-TOV ivtavrov Ka& iKao-TTjv

iirap')(^Lav hh tov €tov<; crvv6Sov<i ylveaOaiy ha KOLvfj nrdvTWV tcov

eTrtaKOTTcov t?}? eirap'^ia^s
iirl to avTo avvayo/JLevojVj ra ToiavTa

tjjTifjixaTa i^€Td^0LT0, Kal ovTa)<; ol o/jLoXojovjjLevcof; irpoaKeKpov-

KOTe^ TcS iTriaKOTTO) KaTCb \oyov aKOLVoivrjTOi irapa iraaiv elvav

So^coac, fii'^pL^
av Tm kolvw tcov iTriaKoircov Bo^y ttjv <j)iXav-

OpcoTTOTepav virep avTcov eKdecrOai, '^(j)ov' at Be avvoBoL yivea-

Ooaaav^ jjuia fiev irpo r?}? TeacrapaKoaTrj^, %va ^d(T7]<; fiLKpo-ylrv^La^

dvatpov/JbivT}^ to Bcopov KaBapov TrpoacpepjjTao tm Seat, BevTepa
Be irepX tov tov fieToiroopov Kaipov^
"As regards the excommunicated, the sentence passed

by the bishops of each province shall have the force of law,

in conformity with the canon which says : He who has been

excommunicated by some shall not be admitted by others.

1 Van Espen, Jus ecclesiastic. P. i. tit. 13, c. 1, n. 5.

2 Van Espen, I.e. c. 2, n. 1, 2, 3.

3 Cf. c. 8, Dist. 64
;

c. 20, 32, 44, x. de elect, (i. 6).
* Cf. in the Spicil. Solesm. a Coptic translation of this canozL
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Care must, however, be taken to see that the bishop has

not passed this sentence of excommunication from narrow-

mindedness, from a love of contradiction, or from some feeling

of hatred. In order that such an examination may take

place, it has appeared good to order that in each province a

synod shall be held twice a year, composed of all the bishops
of the province: they will make all necessary inquiries that each

may see that the sentence of excommunication has been justly

passed on account of some determined disobedience, and until

the assembly of bishops may be pleased to pronounce a milder

judgment on them. These synods are to be held, the one before

Lent, in order that, having put away all low-mindedness,we may
present a pure offering to God, and the second in the autumn."

As we have already remarked, the Council in this canon

again takes as a basis divisions by metropolitan provinces, by
instituting provincial synods ;

and it lays down for them one

part of the business which should occupy them.

Before the Council of Mcsea, ecclesiastical law had already
forbidden that any one who had been excommunicated should

be admitted by another bishop ;
the twelfth (thirteenth) apos-

tolical canon even threatens a bishop who should do so with

excommunication. This rule of the Council of Mc^a, that a

sentence of excommunication passed by a bishop should be

examined by a provincial synod which had the right to annul

it, is found, if not literally, at least in sense, in the thirty-
sixth apostolic canon (thirty-eighth), which says that a pro-
vincial synod should decide those ecclesiastical questions which
are in dispute. This same apostolical canon orders very ex-

plicitly that two provincial synods shall be held every year,

but it does not appoint the same seasons as the canon of the

Council of Nicsea. It might be supposed at first sight, that

according to the ordinance of Nicsea, a provincial synod is

only required to make inquiries about the force of sentences

of excommunication which have been passed ;
but it may be

seen that the (Ecumenical Council held at Constantinople
has correctly explained this canon,^ in saying that it entrusts

the provincial Council with the care of examining into the

whole affairs of the province.

1C.2.
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Gelasius has given, in his history of the Council of Niccea,

the text of the canons passed by the Council
;
and it must be

noticed that there is here a slight difference between his text

and ours. Our reading is as follows :

" The excommunication

continues to be in force until it seem good to the assembly of

bishops (tw Koivw) to soften it." Gelasius, on the other hand,

writes :
fik'^pi'i

av tw koivw rj to) eVtcr/coTrci), k.t.\.,^ that is to

say,
*' until it seem good to the assembly of bishops, or to the

hishop (who has passed the sentence)," etc. . . . Dionysius the

Less has also followed this variation, as his translation of the

canon shows.^ It does not change the essential meaning of

the passage ; for it may be well understood that the bishop

who has passed the sentence of excommunication has also the

right to mitigate it. But the variation adopted by the Prisca^

alters, on the contrary, the whole sense of the canon : the

Prisca has not rw KOLva>, but only eTncrKoirco : it is in this

erroneous form that the canon has passed into the Corpus juris

canf" The latter part of the canon, which treats of provincial

councils, has been inserted by Gratian.^

Can. 6.

Ta ap^o^ta eOrj KpareiTCO ra iv AlyvTrrq) koI At/Svr) Koi

UevTaiTokei, ware rov ^AXe^avSpela^; eTTicrKOTrov iravrcov tovtcov

€')(€LV TfjV i^ovaiav, eVetS^ Koi tu> iv Trj ^Pcof^rj iircaKoirq) tovto

crvv7]0e<i iariv 6/jlol(o<;
Se koI Kara ^AvTL6')(eLav koX iv rac^

dWai,^ eVapp^^/at? ra irpea^ela aoo^eaOai, ral^ iKKK/qa-Lai^' KaOo-

\ov he irpohrfkov iKelvo, ore it Tt9
%ci)/o''9 '^vwyir]^ tov firjTpoiTo-

Xltov yevoLTO iiricrKO'Tro'^, tov toiovtov 77 fieyaXi] avvoSo<; copiae

fiT} Setv elvai iiTLaKOTrov' iav fievTOt, tt) KOLvfj TrdvTcov i^?;^©,

€v\6ja) ovar} Kot Kara Kavova iKKK7](naaTLKov, hvo rj T/oet?

Bt olKeiav (^CkoveLKiav avrCkeywcn, KpareLTco rj 7(ov ifXeiovcov

1
Mansi, ii. 894. ^

Mansi, ii. 679. ^
Mansi, vi. 1127.

* C. 73, causa xi. qusest. 3.
^ C. 3, Distinct, xviii.

The first part of this canon, written in Coptic, is found with a Latin trans-

lation in Pitra's Spicileg. Solesmoise, 1. 528. The Monitum (p. 512), and the

note 7 of p. 536, show tliat Pitra attaches great importance to the Coptic text ;

hut that is because this text supports the theories of the author. For ourselves,

we are unable to see how they are supported by this more than by the Greek

text.



NIGiEA: CONTENTS OF THE CANONS. 389

" The old customs in use in Egypt, in Libya, and in Pen-

tapolis, shall continue to exist, that is, that the bishop of

Alexandria shall have jurisdiction over all these (provinces) ;

for there is a similar relation for the Bishop of Eome. The

rights which they formerly possessed must also be preserved
to the Churches of Antioch and to the other eparchies (pro-

vinces). This is thoroughly plain, that if any one has become
a bishop without the approval of the metropolitan, the great

Synod commands him not to remain a bishop. But when the

election has been made by all with discrimination, and in a

manner conformable to the rules of the Church, if two or

three oppose from pure love of contradiction, the vote of the

majority shall prevail."

I. The fourth and fifth canons had determined the rights

of provincial councils and of ordinary metropolitans ;
the sixth

canon ^
is taken up with the recognition and regulation of

an institution of a higher order of the hierarchy. It is most

clear from the words of the canon, that the Synod had no

intention of introducing anything new. It desires that the

ancient tradition should be preserved, by which the Bishop of

Alexandria had jurisdiction over Egypt (in the narrower sense

of the word), Libya, and Pentapolis.

It is very evident that it is an exceptional position that had

been already given to the Bishop of Alexandria, which is recog-

nised and ratified by the Council. The Bishop of Alexandria

had not alone under hia jurisdiction one civil province, like

the other metropolitans, of whom the fourth canon has already
treated : he had several provinces depending upon him,—Egypt

(properly so called), and to the west two other provinces, Libya

{Lihja sicca vel inferior') and Pentapolis, or Cyrenia (situated

to the west of Libya, which separates it from Egypt properly
so called). There is, of necessity, attached to these provinces
the Thebais, or Upper Egjrpt, which at the time of the Council

of Nicaea was certainly under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of

Alexandria. Our canon does not specially name it, because it

^
Phillips has given, in his Kirchenrecht (Canon Law), Bd. ii. S. 35, a list of

the works written on this sixth canon of Nicaea : they are verj'- numerous.

Tliat of Dr. Fr. Maassen may be also added, which we have already called atten-

tion to.
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includes it in Egypt, whose limits are not, as may be seen,

very exactly determined by the Fathers of Nicaea/ The four

provinces here named formed, at the time of the Synod, the

diocese (political division) of Egjrpt, or Egypt taken in its

largest signification ;
some time after the diocese was divided

into six provinces
—

Pentapolis (Libya superior), Libya inferior,

Thebais, Egypt, Augustamnica (the eastern part of Egypt), and

Arcadia or Eptanomis (Middle Egypt).
These explanations prove that the sense of the first words

of the canon is as follows :

" This ancient right is assigned to

the Bishop of Alexandria, which places under his jurisdiction

the whole diocese of Egypt." It is without any reason, then,

that the French Protestant Salmasius (Saumaise), the Anglican

Beveridge, and the Gallican Launoy, try to show that the

Council of Mcaea granted to the Bishop of Alexandria only
the rights of ordinary metropolitans?

But since it is evident that an exceptional position is ap-

pointed for him, we must now ask in what this position con-

sisted. Two cases here present themselves :
—

a. The four civil provinces, Egypt, Libya, Pentapolis, and

Thebais, might be united into a single ecclesiastical province,

of which the Bishop of Alexandria would be declared the sole

metropolitan. This supposition has been adopted by Van

Espen.^
h. Or else each one of these civil provinces might form

an ecclesiastical province, and have its metropolitan, whilst

the Archbishop of Alexandria (who was metropolitan of the

province of Egypt, taken in its narrower signification) had a

certain ecclesiastical supremacy over the civil diocese, so that

the other metropolitans (that is to say, those of Pentapolis, of

Thebais, and of Libya) would be under his jurisdiction. At

^ See the dissertation in the essay by Maassen, already quoted, on das j>oli-

tisch-geographische Verhaltniss von j^gypten, Libyen und Pentapolis zur Zeit

des Concils von Nicaa, S. 30-39.
2
See, on this question, the dissertation of Dupin, sixth canon condl. Nicocni,

etc., in his work de antiqua Ecclesice discipUna, p. 65, ed. Mog.
^ Commentar. in Canones, etc., Colon. 1755, p. 91 sq., in his Scholia to the

sixth canon of the Council of Nicsea. This theory of Van Espen's, which we
shall expose further on, has been also adopted by Wiltsch in his KircJd. Geo-

graplde und Statistik, Bd. i. S. 180.
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the time of the Council of NicDea there was no particular

title to describe the chief metropolitan, who was usually called

at a later period Patriarch or Exarch.-^

It seems to me beyond a doubt, that in this canon there is

a question about that which was afterwards called the patri-

archate of the Bishop of Alexandria
;
that is to say, that he

had a certain recognised ecclesiastical authority, tot only over

several civil provinces, but also over several ecclesiastical pro-
vinces (which had their own metropolitan) : it is in this sense

that Valesius^ in earlier times, and in our days Phillips and

Maassen, have interpreted the sixth canon of Mcsea. The
reasons for this explanation are :

—
(a.) The general rule, confirmed by the fourth canon of

the Council of Mcsea,^ determined that each civil province
should be an ecclesiastical province as well, and that it should

have its metropolitan. "Now nothing proves that Libya, Pen-

tapolis^ and Thebais were an exception to this general rule,

and had no metropolitans of their own.

(13.) According to S. Epiphanius,* Meletius was ap')(i^irla'

Koiro^ of the province of Thebais
; and according to the same

author/ he had the first place
^

after the Archbishop of Alex-

andria, over all the bishops of Egypt. Although the title of

ap^Le7r[crKO'Tro<; was not in use in the time of Meletius, Epi-

phanius does not hesitate to make use of it in accordance

with the usage of his own time, and to show by it that he

considers Meletius as the metropolitan of the Thebais ;^ but

as, in his account of the history of the Meletian schism, S.

1
Phillips, Kirckenrecht, Bd. ii. S. 37, says : Leo the Great was for the first

time saluted with the title of Patriarch at the Council of Chalcedon, in 451
;

but the second (Ecumenical Council, held in 381, had already used this word as

a personal title of honour, and as one that could he given to other bishops.

Cf. Neander, Kircheng. 2te Aufl. Bd. iii. S. 333
; Dupin, de antiqua Ecclesice

disciplina, Mogunt. 1788, p. 7 sqq.
2 Observationes ecclesiasticce in Socratem et Sozomenum, lib. iii. c. 1. These

observations have been printed after the Annotationes on the Histo7'ia Eccle-

siastica of Sozomen, p. 188 sqq. of the ed. of Mainz.
3
See, further back, the explanation of the fourth canon of Nicaea.

^
Epiph. Hceres. 69, c. 3, p. 729, ed. Petav.

5
Epiph. Hceres. 68, c. 1, p. 717.

^ This must only be understood in an indeterminate sense.

7 Cf. Maassen, I.e. S. 21, note 12 a.
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Epiphanius has made serious mistakes, we do not, as we have

shown elsewhere/ attach much importance to his testimony.

(7.) We find a letter of Synesius to Theophilus Archbishop
of Alexandria/ in which he says,

" that S. Athanasius having
discovered in Siderius, formerly Bishop of Palsebisca and

Hydrax, a capacity for higher functions, had translated him
to Ptolemail in Pentapolis, to govern the metropolitan church

there." As this Synesius was Bishop of Ptolemais at the

beginning of the fifth century, his assertion, which bears wit-

ness to the fact that this city was at the time of S. Athana-

sius, and consequently at the time of the Council of Nicsea, an

ecclesiastical metropolis, is of the greatest value.^

(B.) Other passages of this letter of Synesius, in particular

the following passage, show that Ptolemais was in reality for-

merly an ecclesiastical metropolis :

" He was reproached with

not having sufficiently guarded the maternal rights of his city

(ra fiTjTp&a t^? TroXeax; hUaia), that is to say, the rights of

his metropolitan church, against the Bishop of Alexandria."
*

(e.) Synesius acted also repeatedly as metropolitan of Penta-

polis. He brought together the other bishops of the province,

and gave his consent to the choice of a new bishop; thus

making use of a right that the fourth canon of Mcsea accorded

to a metropolitan.^

(f.) Finally, we may appeal to the Emperor Theodosius 11.,

who, in a letter dated March 30, 449, gave orders to Dios-

curus Bishop of Alexandria to present himself at Ephesus for

the great Synod
^

(that which was known later as the Latro-

cinium Ujjhesinum), with the ten metropolitans who belonged
to his diocese.^

It is, then, incontestable that the civil provinces of Egypt,

Libya, Pentapolis, and Thebais, which were all in subjection

to the Bishop of Alexandria, were also ecclesiastical provinces

with their own metropolitans ;
and consequently it is not

^ See the dissertation of Dr. Hefele on the Meletian schism, in the Kirchen-

lex. von Wetzer mid Welte, Bd. vii. S. 39, and above, sec. 40.

»
Ep. 67. 2 cf. Maassen, I.e. S. 20 ff.

*
Maassen, I.e. S. 22, note 15.

5
Maassen, I.e. S. 26-28.

^ The number of ecclesiastical provinces in Egypt was then ten. Cf. Wiltsch,

i.e. S. 188, 189.

7 Hard. ii. 71 ; Mansi, vi. 588.
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the oldinary rights of metropolitans that the sixth canon of

Nicsea confirms to the Bishop of Alexandria, but the rights of

a superior metropolitan, that is, of a patriarch. We are able

to define in what these rights consisted :
—

a. The Bishop of Alexandria ordained not only the metro-

politans who were subject to him, but also their suffragans ;

while the ordinary rule was, that the suffragans should be

ordained by their own metropolitans.^

b. But the Bishop of Alexandria could only (as patriarch)

ordain those whose election had the consent of the immediate

metropolitan, that is, of the metropolitan in whose province he

found himself. The letter of Sjmesius again proves this, in

which he requests Theophilus Patriarch of Alexandria^ to conse-

crate the new Bishop of Olbia in Pentapolis. After making the

request, Synesius adds this phrase :

" I moreover give my vote

for this man" {(jiepw /cayo) rrjv ifiavrov yln](f>ov
iirl rov avhpa)?

Finally, we shall see a little further on that this sixth

canon also decreed measures to prevent the rights of simple

metropolitans being completely absorbed in the privileges of

the patriarchs.

II. The sixth canon of Mcsea acknowledged for the Bishop

of Antioch the rights which it had acknowledged for the

Bishop of Alexandria; that is, as it would be expressed at

a later period, the rights attached to a patriarchate. The

second canon of the Council of Constantinople, held in 381,

proves that the patriarchate of the Bishop of Antioch was

identical with the civil diocese of Oriens. This diocese of

Oriens contained, according to the Notitia dignitatum, fifteen

civil provinces : Palsestina, Foenice, Syria, Cilicia, Cyprus,

Arabia, Isauria Palsestina salutaris, Palsestina (ii.),
Foenice

Lybani, Eufratensis, Syria salutaris, Osrhoena, Cilicia (ii.).*

Whatever might be the number of civil provinces that the

diocese of Oriens contained at the time of the Council of

Mcsea, it is not less certain that, in the canon before us, a

supremacy was acknowledged for the Bishop of Antioch, ex-

tending to several provinces which had their own metropolitans.

Tlius, for example, Palestine acknowledged as its metropolitan

1
Maassen, I.e. S. 24. *

Epist. 76. » Of. Maassen, I.e. S. 26.

*
Bocking, Notil. dign. t. i. in part, orient, p. 9; Maassen, I.e. S. 41.
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the Bishop of Csesarea, as we shall see in the seventh canon

of the Council of Mcsea
;
but the metropolitan of Caesarea, in

his turn, was under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Antioch, as

his superior metropolitan (patriarch). S. Jerome says expressly
that these rights of the Church of Antioch proceeded from the

sixth canon of Nicaea,
" in which it was ruled that Antioch

should be the general metropolis of all Oriens, and Caesarea

the particular metropolis of the province of Palestine (which

belonged to Oriens)."^ Pope Innocent i. wrote to Alexander

Bishop of Antioch :

" The Council of Mcaea has not established

the Church of Antioch over a province, but over a diocese. As,

then, in virtue of his exclusive authority, the Bishop of Antioch

ordains metropolitans, it is not allowed that other bishops
should hold ordinations without his knowledge and consent."^

These passages show us in what the rights of the metro-

politan of Antioch consisted: (a) He ordained the metro-

politans immediately : (y8) The other bishops, on the contrary,

were ordaiaed by their metropolitan, yet by his permission ;

whilst, as we have seen further back, the patriarchs of Alex-

andria ordained immediately the suffragan bishops also.

III. For the support of its rule, the Council of Mcaea points

out that the Bishop of Eome has also rights analogous to those

which it acknowledges for the Bishop of Alexandria (and for

the Bishop of Antioch). It is evident that the Council has

not in view here the primacy of the Bishop of Eome over the

whole Church, but simply his power as a patriarch ;
for only

in relation to this could any analogy be established between

Eome and Alexandria or Antioch. This subject will be con-

sidered more in detail further on.

IV. After having confirmed the claim of the three great

metropolitan cities of Eome, Alexandria, and Antioch to

patriarchal rights, our canon adds :

" The rights {irpecr^ela) of

the Churches in the other eparchies must also be preserved."

The question is, What is here understood by the words,
" the

Churches of the other eparchies ?
"

Salmasius and others

think that the question in point here is about ordinary eccie-

* Hieron. Ep. 61 ad Pammach. : Ni fallor, hoe ibi decernitur, ut Palcestince

metropolis Ccesarea sit, et totius Orientis Antiochia. Cf. Maassen, I.e. S. 44.

* Innocent i. Ep. 1^ ad Alex. Antioch. Cf. Maassen, I.e. S. 45.
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siastical provinces and their metropolitan cities
;
but Valesius/

Dupin/ Maassen/ and others have maintained that this pas-

sage relates to the three superior eparchies (sensu eminenti) of

Pontus, proconsular Asia, and Thrace, which possessed similar

rights to those of the patriarchal Churches of Eome, Alex-

andria, and Antioch, and which later were usually called

exarchates. The metropolitan cities of these three eparchies,

sensu eminenti, were Ephesus for proconsular Asia, Csesarea in

Cappadocia for Pontus, a;nd Heraclea (afterwards Constanti-

nople) for Thrace. The Council of Constantinople, held in

381, speaks^ of these three exceptional metropolitan cities;

and for my own part, I see no difficulty in believing that the

Council of Niccea also speaks of them in this sentence :
" The

rights of the Churches must also be preserved in the other

eparchies ;

"
for (a) our canon does not speak of ordinary

eparchies (that is to say, of simple metropolitan cities), but of

those which have particular rights (TrpeajSeta).

(^.) The word ofMolcog shows that the Synod places these

eparchies in the same rank as the sees of Alexandria and

Antioch.

(7.) It is very true that the sixth canon does not deter-

mine these other eparchies se^isu eminenti; but as the second

canon of the Council of Constantinople (381) groups these

three sees of the eparchies of Pontus, Asia, and Thrace just

in the same way as the Council of Mcsea had grouped the

Churches of Eome, Antioch, and Alexandria, there can be no

doubt that the Council of Mcsea had also in view these three

eparchies sensu eminenti.

(B.) This passage, taken from a letter of Theodoret to Pope
Flavian, may also be quoted :^

" The Fathers of Constantinople
had (by this second canon) followed the example of the

Fathers of the Council of Nicsea, and separated the dioceses

the one from the other." It follows from this, according to

Theodoret, that the Synod of Nicsea had acknowledged as

ecclesiastical provinces, distinct and governed by a superior

metropolitan, the dioceses of Pontus, Asia, and Thrace (as it had

done with regard to the dioceses of Eome, Alexandria, and

Antioch) ; for, as the Council of Constantinople desired to

W.c. 2 ic, p. 68. 3 ic. S. 57 f.
4 Can. 2. ^

^pistola 86.
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separate the dioceses the one from the other, it is evidently

necessary that the limits of these dioceses should be known,
and that the three patriarchates of Eome, Alexandria, and

Antioch should not be the only ones distinct.^

V. The sixth canon proceeds :

"
It is plain enough, that if

any one has become a bishop without the approval of the

metropolitan, the great Synod (of Nicsea) does not allow him

to remain bishop." By metropolitan, Valesius understands

patriarch, and explains the passage in this manner :

" With-

out the consent of the patriarch, a bishop should never be

instituted." Dupin^ and Maassen^ think, on the contrary, that

the question is here that of an ordinary metropolitan, and

explain the sentence in this manner :

" In those ecclesiastical

provinces which form part of a patriarchate, care must be taken

to preserve the rights of the simple metropolitan, and for that

reason no person can be made a bishop without the consent

of his immediate metropolitan ;
that is to say, the patriarch

himself cannot ordain any one without the consent of the

metropolitan of the future bishop."

This explanation shows why the Synod of Nicsea repeats

in its sixth canon this sentence already inserted in the fourth :

" No one can be made a bishop without the consent of his

metropolitan."

VI. According to what has been said, the end of the sixth

canon, "When, from a mere spirit of contradiction, two or

three oppose an election which has been made by all, and

which is at the same time reasonable and in accordance with

the rules of the Church, the majority must prevail," should

be explained in this manner :

" When any one has been

elected bishop by the naajority of the clergy and of the bishops

of the province, and with the consent of the metropolitan and

of the patriarch, then," etc.

VII. This sixth canon was possibly the result of the

Meletian schism
; for, as it is a fact that these schismatics

slighted the rights of the Bishop of Alexandria, this confu-

sion probably decided the Synod of Mcaea to define clearly

the rights of that bishop.

VIII. It may now be seen how clear and intelUgible the

1 Cf. Maassen, I.e. S. 5i f.
2 ic. p. 68. ^

;.c. S. 62.
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sense of this sixth canon is, and yet it has been the object

of the most wide-spread controversies.

1. The first question is, What is the value of the canon

before us with respect to the Catholic doctrine of the Papacy ?

And while some have desired to see in it a confirmation of the

doctrine of the Eoman primacy, others have adduced it as a

weapon against the primacy of the Holy See.-^ Phillips re-

marks with justice, in speaking of this canon :

"
It is evident

that this canon cannot be used to demonstrate the primacy
of the Pope ;

for the Council of Mcaea did not speak of the

primacy, which had no need of being established or confirmed

by the Council of Mcsea."
^

It must not be forgotten that the Pope unites in him-

seK several ecclesiastical dignities : he is bishop, metropolitan,

patriarch, and lastly, primate of the whole Church. Each

one of these dignities may be regarded separately, and that

is what the canon has done : it does not consider the Pope
as primate of the universal Church, nor as simple Bishop of

Eome
;
but it treats him as one of the great metropolitans,

who had not merely one province, but several, under their

jurisdiction.

2. There has also been a question as to what extent was

given to this metropolitan diocese of Eome by the Council of

Nicsea
;
but the very text of the canon shows that the Council

of Mcsea decided nothing on this point : it is content
.
to

ratify and confirm the order of existing things. There has

been a great conflict of opinions to explain in what this order

of things consisted. The translation of this canon by Eufinus

has been especially an apple of discord.^ Et ut apiid Alex-

andriam et in icrhe Roma vehcsta consuetudo servetur, ut vel ille

jEgypti vel . hie suburbicariarum ecclesiarum sollicitudinem

gerat^ In the seventeenth century this sentence of Eufinus

gave rise to a very lively discussion between the celebrated

* Franc. Ant. Zaccaria has proved that this canon contains nothing contrary
to the primacy of the Holy See. Cf. Diss, de rebus ad Jiistor. afqiie aniiquitat.

Ecdeske pertinentihus, t. i. No. 6, Falig. 1781. There appeared at Leipzig in

the Litt Ztg. 1783, No. 34, a violent criticism on the work of Zaccaria.
'
Kirchenrecht, I.e. S. 36.

3 Eufinus has, besides, divided this canon into two parts,
* Kufini Hist. Ecd. i. (x.) 6.
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jurist Jacob Gotlifried (Gothofredus) and his friend Salmasius

on one side, and the Jesuit Sirmond on the other. The great

prefecture of Italy, which contained about a third of the

whole Eoman Empire, was divided into four vicariates, among
which the vicariate of Eome was the first. At its head were

two offi-cers, the prcefectus urbi and the vicarius urhis. The

^rcefectus itrhi exercised authority over the city of Eome, and

further in a suburban circle as far as the hundredth milestone.

The boundary of the vicarius urhis comprised ten provinces
—

Campania, Tuscia with Ombria, Picenum, Valeria, Samnium,

Apulia with Calabria, Lucania, and Brutii, Sicily, Sardinia

and Corsica. Gothfried and Salmasius maintained, that by
the regiones siiburhicarice the little territory of the prcBfcdus
urbi must be understood

; whilst, according to Sirmond, these

words designate the whole territory of the vicarius urhis. In

our time Dr. Maassen has proved
^
in his book, already quoted

several times, that Gothfried and Salmasius were right in

maintaining that, by the regiones suhurhicarice, the little terri-

tory of the jpra?fectus urhi must be alone understood. But, on

the other hand, according to Maassen, it is a complete mis-

take to suppose the patriarchal power of the Bishop of Eome
restricted to this little territory.

The sixth canon of Mcaea proves that it was not so
; for,

on comparing the situation of the two Churches of Alexandria

and of Eome, it evidently supposes that the patriarchate of

Eome extended over several provinces. In fact, the ten

provinces composing the territory of the vicarius urhis, and

which were hundreds of times larger than the regio suhurhi-

caria, did not contain all the territory over which the autho-

rity of the Pope as patriarch extended
; for, in our days,

Phillips has proved, by reference to the work of Benetti {Pri-

vilegia S. Petri)^ that the Bishop of Eome had the right of

ordaining bishops, and consequently the rights of a patriarch,

over other countries than those which are contained in the

ten provinces of the vicarius urhis? If the question is ^Dut

in this way, it must be said, either that Eufinus does not

» Ic. S. 100-110. 2 Yo\, iv. p. 115.
3
Phillips, Kirchenrecht, I.e. S. 41. Cf. Walter. Kirchenrecht, lite Aufl. S.

290, note 4.
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identify the ecdesice subiirbicarim with the regiones suhurhi-

carice, or that he is mistaken if he has done so. Phillips

thinks that Eufinus has not really fallen into this error.

Having remarked that the provincice suburbicarim (that is to

say, the ten provinces enumerated ahove) took their name

from the vicarius urbis, he considered that the ecdesice suburbi-

carice also took theirs from the episcopus urbis ; and he has

comprised under this name of ecdesice suburbicarice all the

churches which form part of the Eoman patriarchate.

For my part, I willingly believe that the expression of

Eufinus is inaccurate
;
for the Prisca (an old Latin translation

of the canons) translates the passage of our canon in question

as follows : Antiqui moris est, ttf urll", Romce einscopus habeat

pinncipatum, ut suburbicaria loca ET OMNEM PROVINCIAM SUAM

sollicitudine gubernct ;^ (a) understanding by suburbicaria, loca

the little territory of the jprcefectus urbi, but (5) not restricting

the authority of the Pope as patriarch within the limits of this

territory ;
and therefore it adds, et omnem provinciam suam.

But what was in fact the extent of this patriarchate of the

Church of Eome ?

The Greek commentators Zonaras and Balsamon (of the

twelfth centuiy) say very explicitly, in their explanation of

the canons of ISTicsea, that this sixth canon confirms the rights

of the Bishop of Eome as patriarch over the whole "West.

We see, then, that even the Greek schismatics of former times

admitted that the Eoman patriarchate embraced the entire

West,^ as the following testimonies and considerations prove :
—

a. Mention is made a hundred times by the ancients, of

the patriarchates into which the Churches of the East were

divided (Alexandria, Antioch, etc.) ;
but no one has ever

hinted at the existence of a second patriarchate of the West.

On the contrary, it may be seen that in all the West there

was only one patriarchate.

b. S. Augustine shows that the Bishop of Eome was looked

upon as this Patriarch of all the West, for he gives to Pope
Innocent i. the title of

"
President of the Church of the West."^

1
Mansi, vi. 1127.

^ In Beveridge, Synodkon seu Pandectce Canonum, i. QQ^ 67.
^ Contra Julianum, lib. i. c. 6. .
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c. S. Jerome gives the same testimony. He writes to the

presbyter Mark,
"
that he was accused of heresy on account

of his clinging to the homoousios, and that this charge had
been carried to the West and into Egypt ;

that is to say, to

Damasus Bishop of Eome, and to Peter (Bishop of Alexan-

dria)." It may be seen that, as the Bishop of Alexandria is

here regarded as Patriarch of Egypt, so the Bishop of Ecme
is considered the Patriarch of the West.-^

d. The Synod of Aries, held in 314, speaks in the sr.me

way. In a letter to Pope Sylvester, it says to him : Qui

majores dioeceses tenes? It considers, then, that the Bishop of

Eome has under his jurisdiction several (civil) dioceses, while

the other patriarchs had, as we have seen, only one.

e. We may finally appeal to the authority of the Emperor
Justinian, who in his 119th Novel, speaking of the ecclesi-

astical division of the whole world, numbers five patriarch-

ates : those of Eome, of Constantinople, of Alexandria, of

Antioch, and of Jerusalem. Now, as these four last patri-

archates contain only the Church of the East, it is evident

that the patriarchate of Eome contains in itseK alone all the

West.'

The Eoman patriarchate contained, then, eight dioceses,

which at the beginning of the sixth century were divided

into sixty-eight provinces ;

* and although, at the accession

of Theodosius the Great—that is to say, in 378—Eastern

Illyricum ceased to form part of the Empire of the West,
and was joined to that of the East, yet the provinces of this

prefecture continued to be joined to Eome for ecclesiastical

purposes, and a special papal vicar was charged with the

1 Hieron. Ep. 15 (al. 77), ad Marcum presb. Cf. Maassen, S. 117.
2 Hard. i. 262.

3 Cf. Maassen, /.c. S. 113 f.; and Wiltsch, Kirclil. Statistih, Bd. I S. 67.

*
They were—Isf, The prefectm-e of Italy, with the three dioceses of Italy,

Illyricum, and Africa ; 2c?, The prcefectura GalUarum, with the dioceses of

Hispanicey Septem provincice (that is to say, Gaul, properly so called, with

Belgia, Germania, prima et secunda, etc. ), and Brifannice ; Zd, The prefecture

of Illyricum, which became part of the empire of the East after the accession of

Theodosius the Great (it is necessary to distinguish this prefecture of Illyricum

from the province of Illyria, which formed part of the prefecture of Italy), with

the provinces of Macedonia and Dacia. Cf. Notitia dignit. ed. Becking, t. ii.

p. 9 sqq., p. 13 sqq., and t. i. p. 13 sq.; and Maassen, I.e. S. 125.
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ecclesiastical government of these dioceses. The first of these

vicars was Bishop Ascholius of Thessalonica, appointed by Pope
Damasus.-^

It must not, lastly, be overlooked that the Bishop of Eome
did not exercise in an equal degree, over the whole West,

the full rights of patriarch ;
for in several provinces simple

bishops were ordained without his consent. On the other

hand, the Pope exercised his patriarchal right in convoking
at different renewals the general and private synods of the

Western Church {synodos occidentales)
—for example, the Synod

of Aries in 314—and in making himseK the judge -of the

metropolitans of the West, either directly or indirectly, as in

Illyricum by his vicar.^

In some ancient Latin translations, this canon begins with

the words, EccUsia Bomana semper habuit primahcm ;^ and

this variation is also found in the Prisca. So the Emperor
Valentinian iii., in his edict of 445 on the subject of Hilary
of Aries, issued also in the name of his Eastern colleague

Theodosius ii., maintained that the holy Synod had confirmed

the primacy of the Apostolic See.* The Emperor Valentinian

evidently makes allusion to the sixth canon of Nicsea
;

for at

that time the second canon of the Council of Constantinople,

held in 381, which speaks in the same sense, was not yet

known at Eome.^

It must be added that, at the time of the sixteenth session

of the fourth GEcumenical Council at Chalcedon, the Eoman

legate Paschasinus read the sixth canon of Mcsea in the fol-

lowing manner : Quod Ecdesia Bomana semper Tidbuit prima-
tum ; teneat autem et JEgyptus, ut ejpiscopus Alexandrice omnium
haheat jpotestatem, quoniam et Bomano episcopo Jicec est consuetudo.

The actual text of the acts of the Council of Chalcedon

proves that the translation given by Paschasinus was placed

over against the Greek text of the sixth canon of Mcaea. An

attempt has been made to see in this juxtaposition a protest
1
Cf. Maassen, I.e. S. 126-129.

2 Cf. Maassen, I.e. S. 121-125, and S. 131.
2 Hard, i. 325

; Mansi, ii. 687 ; Van Espen, Commentar. in eanones, etc., p. 93.

* Printed in the edition of the Works of S. Leo the Great, published by the

Ballerini, i. 642. It is the eleventh letter in this edition.
5 Cf. Maassen, I.e. S. 71, and 96 f.

2
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of tlie S}aiod against the Eoman translation
;
but even if it

is admitted that the portion of the acts which gives these

two texts is perfectly authentic, it is very evident that the

legate Paschasinus had no intention, in quoting the sixth

canon of Nicsea, to demonstrate the primacy of the Holy See :

he only desires to prove that the Bishop of Constantinople

ought not to take precedence of those of Antioch and Alex-

andria, because that would be a violation of the canon of

Nicsea. It was not the words of the translation of Paschasinus

with reference to the see of Ptome which engaged the atten-

tion of the Council
;

it was those which referred to the sees

of Antioch and Alexandria, and those were very faithfully

translated from the Greek. On the other hand, the Ballerini

have shown in a nearly conclusive way, in their edition of

the Works of S. Leo the Great} that the acts of Chalcedon.

have been interpolated, that the Greek text of the sixth

canon of Nicsea must have been introduced by some later

copyist, and that the text of Paschasinus was the only one

which was read in the Synod. We shall return to this ques-
tion in the history of the Council of Chalcedon.

It seems to us that Dr. Maassen goes too far, when he says
^

that the Council of Chalcedon expressly confirmed the Eoman

interpretation of the sixth canon of Mcaea, and consequently
its recognition of the Eoman primacy. It is true that, after

the reading of the Latin version of the canon in question,

followed by the reading of the first, second, and third canons

of Constantinople (of 381^), the imperial commissioners who
were present at the Synod made this declaration :

"
After what

has been cited on both sides, we acknowledge that the most

ancient right of all {irpo Travrcov ra TrpooreLa), and the pre-

eminence {koI TTjv e^aiperov ti/jltjv), belong to the Archbishop
of old Eome ;* but that the same pre-eminence of honour (ra

'Trpecr^eta rijs TLfjurjs:) ought to be given to the Archbishop of

new Eome." Maassen has considered that, after these words of

the imperial commissioners, it may be concluded that the sixth

^ T. iii. p. xxxvii. sq.
-

I.e. S. 90-95.
3 Hard. ii. 638. These canons were read by the consistorial secretary Con-

stantine.
^ Hard. ii. 642.

*
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canon of the Council of Nicsea had already recognised, in fact,

the right of the Pope ta take precedence of all other bishops ;

but it was not so. The commissioners said : On both sides,

that is to say, in what the papal legate has read, and in what

has been read by the consistorial secretary Constantino as

well, the precedence of Eome is recognised. "This is the same

as saying : This precedence, which we do not in the least -con-

test (there is no question, in fact, of that), is set forth (a) in

the Latin version of the sixth canon of Nicsea, read by Pas-

chasinus, and is contained (h) in the canons of Constantinople
read by Constantino. But the imperial commissioners of tho

Synod go no further in their declarations
;
and in particular,

they have not declared that the original text of tho sixth

canon of Mcsea—a text which had not been read—contains

affirmatively a recognition or a confirmation of the primacy
of tho Pope.

But it will bo said, How could tho ancient translators of

these canons, as well as the legates of the Pope and Emperors,

suppose that the sixth canon of Nicsea included a confirmation

of tho primacy of Eome ? In answer to this question. Dr.

Maassen has put forward a theory, which we produce simply
as a theory :

" Tho Fathers (of Nicsea) confirmed tho rights of

each see (of Alexandria, of Antioch, etc.). Why did they
take as an example in their decree tho constitution of tho

Eoman patriarchate ? Why were they not content simply
to give their sanction to those patriarchal rights without ad-

ducing this analogy? We cannot imagine a more striking

proof of the deep respect that tho Fathers of Mecca had for

tho visible head of the Church
;
for no one will suppose that

tho simple confirmation by the Council of the rights of superior

metropolitans would not bo perfectly sufficient But

that which was sufficient for mere law did not satisfy the

Fathers of Mcsea : their own sentiments on tho utility of the

institution of patriarchates did not appear sufficient to in-

fluence their decree: they did not wish to present to the

approbation of the Pope those decrees simply confirming the

privileges of superior metropolitans. They preferred to refer

to the fact that 'the Bishop of Eome already enjoyed the

same position:' it was to show that at Eome an institution
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existed analogous to that which thej wished to confirm. In

reserving to himseK a certain number of provinces which he

might deal with in a peculiar manner, did not the Pope most

clearly recognise it as necessary that the same should be the

case with other Churches
;
and that a portion of the power

which belonged exclusively to him in his position as chief

pastor of the universal Church, should be committed to other

bishops ? The Bishop of Eome was then, strictly speaking,

the founder of the institution of patriarchates (that is to say,

he gave to certain patriarchs a portion of that power over the

universal Church which belonged to him). He had himself

given the type, that is, the motive, upon which the Fathers

of Mcsea founded their canon. Can we wonder, then, that

the most remote antiquity foimd in this canon, to use the

expression of Pope Gelasius i.,^
' an unique and irrefragable

testimony
'

in support of the primacy ?
"

The sixth canon of Mcsea has been inserted in the Corpus

juris canonici, but there it has been divided into three smaller

canons.^

Can. 7.

'JETretS^ avvYjOeia KeKpdrrjKe koX '7rapdBocn<; dp')(aLa, cj(tt€ tov

iv AlXia eTrlaKoirov TLixaaOai^ eykTOi rrjv aKokovOlav t^? rtyLf^?

Trj fjLTjTpoTToXei, (Tco^o/uiivov TOV oIkelov d^ioofiaro^.

"As custom and ancient tradition show that the Bishop of

iElia ought to be honoured (in a special manner), he shall

have precedence ;
without prejudice, however, to the dignity

which belongs to the metropolis."

Short as this canon is, its explanation presents gi^eat diffi-

culties. One thing is certain : it is, that the Council desires

to confirm an ancient right of the Bishop of ^lia, that is

to say, of Jerusalem, to enjoy certain honours
;
but in what

they consisted, and what must be understood by the words

cLKoXovOia T^9 TLfjLrj^, we cannot easily determine.

If the city of Jerusalem had not been taken and destroyed

by Titus, August 31st, in the seventieth year after Christ,

it would certainly have had, in the organization and economy
of the Church, a very distinguished place as the ancient

1 Hard. ii. 919
; Maassen, S. 140 f.

« C. 6, Dist. Ixv.
;

c. 8, Dist. Ixiv.
;
and c. 1, Dist. Ixv.

1
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Mother- Cliurcli of Christendom; but of old Jerusalem there

remained only three towers and a portion of the city wall :

all the rest was levelled with the ground, and the plough had

passed over the ruins.

A short time after the year 70, certain Jewish and Chris-

tian colonists settled in the midst of these ruins, and built

huts there, and even a little Christian church in the place,

in which the first believers were in the habit of meeting after

the ascension of Christ to celebrate the eucharistic feast.-^ A
short time after the commencement of the second century,

the Emperor Hadrian had a new city built upon the ruins of

Jerusalem, with a temple to JwpiUr Ca;pitolinus. He also

gave the new city the name of ^lia Capitoli7ia, in remem.-

brance of this temple and of his own family. He peopled it

with fresh colonists, after the entire exclusion of the Jews.

We find in this new city a large community of Christians,

converts from heathenism, who had at their head the Bishop
Marcus ;^ but for two hundred years the name of Jerusalem

appears no more in history.^ Jhe new city was treated as

though it had nothing in common with the old
;
there was

even considerable difficulty in knowing and distinguishing the

differences which existed between the one and the other.* Thus

it happened that the city of Hadrian had not the ecclesiastical

rank which belonged by right to old Jerusalem. After Jeru-

salem had been destroyed by Titus, Csesarea {Turris Stratonis),

which had formerly been only the second city in the country,

became the civil and ecclesiastical metropolis, and the Bishop
of ^lia was only a simple suffragan of the metropolitan of

Csesarea. But it might be foreseen that the reverence of all

Christians for the holy places, sanctified by the life, sufferings,

and death of our Lord, would contribute little by little to raise

the importance of the old city, and consequently that of its

Church and bishop ;
and thus it came to pass that the metro-

politan of Csesarea was gradually equalled, if not surpassed, by

^
Epiph. de mensuris et ponderibus, c. 14, t. ii. p. 170, ed. Petav.

2 Euseb. Hist. Eccles. iv. 6.

' It is only after the Council of Nicsea that the name of Jerusalem reappears^

Eusebius, for instance, always uses it.

*
Beveridge, I.e. p. 63.
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the dignity of the Holy City kot l^oyr^v,
—

without, however,
the subo]'dinate ecclesiastiaal position of the latter being altered.

Towards the end of the second century the gradation was

already so sensible, that at a Synod of Palestine the Bishop
of jElia occupied the presidency conjointly with the metro-

politan of C?esarea (secundo loco, it is true) ;
as Eusebius, who

was himself afterwards metropolitan of Csesarea, plainly tells

us in the fifth book and twenty-third chaj^ter of his History:
" At a Synod held on the subject of the Easter controversy

in the time of Pope Victor, Theophilus of Csesarea and Nar-

cissus of Jerusalem were presidents." The same Eusebius

shows us, in his fifth book and twenty-fifth chapter, how
near in honour the Bishops of Jerusalem and Csesarea were

to each other; for, when writing a list of the bishops, he

places Narcissus of Jerusalem before the metropolitan Theo-

philus of Csesarea. It is true that in the twenty-second

chapter he does the contrary. The synodal letter of the

bishops assembled at Antioch in 269 on the subject of the

errors of Paul of Samosata is very remarkable on this point.

It is signed first by Helenus Bishop of Tarsus, immediately
afterwards by Hymenaeus Bishop of Jerusalem, whilst Theo-

tecnus Bishop of Csesarea signs only quarto loco} It must

not, however, be hastily concluded from this that the Bishop
of Jerusalem had already at this time priority of the metro-

politan of Caesarea
;
but it cannot be doubted that the entirely

exceptional position in which he found himself would of

necessity raise difficulties between himself and his metropo-
litan. It is this which probably induced the Synod of Nicaea

to pass its seventh canon. The eminent De Marca, as well

as other historians, have supposed that by this canon the

Synod wished to grant the first place to the Bishop of Jeru-

salem, immediately after the three great Patriarchs of Eome,

Alexandria, and Antioch, without altogether raising him to

the rank of Patriarch, and leaving him subject to the juris-

diction of the metropolitan of Caesarea. Marca explains in

this way the words e^ero) Tr)v aKo\ov6l.av t^9 Ttfirj<; : 1. He
should have the honour (respectio honoris) of following im-

mediately after the metropolitans of Eome, Alexandria, and

» Euseb. Hist. Eccles. vii. 30. Of. c. 22. See further back, sec. 9.

I
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Antiocli; 2. The last words of the canon signify that the

dignity whicli belongs to the metropolitan must not, however,

be infringed.^ Marca appeals in support of his theory to

an old translation by Dionysius the Less, and to another

yet older translation which was composed for the Synod of

Carthasje held in 419. But not one of these, translations

supports Marca, for not one of them gives any explanation
of the words aKokovOla Trj<; rijjLri^? Beveridge has especially

taken it upon himself to refute Marca. A patriarch placed
under the jurisdiction of a metropolitan is, according to him,

an impossibility. He considers that, by the words
e^j^ercu tt^v

cLKokovOlav, the Council of Nicsea has simply desired to con-

firm to the Bishop of Jerusalem the first place after the

metropolitan of Csesarea, just as in the Anglican hierarchy the

Bishop of London comes immediately after the Archbishop
of Canterbury. Beveridge remarks on this, that it may be

answered, that in this same Synod of Nicsea, where the

bishops signed by provinces, Macarius Bishop of Jerusalem

nevertheless signed before Eusebius the metropolitan of

Ccesarea. Beveridge acknowledges the accuracy of this reply ;

but he adds that tAVO other bishops of Palestine also signed
before Eusebius, and yet no one will maintain that they were

not under the jurisdiction of the metropolitan of Csesarea.

The signatures at the Council of Mcsea are not, then, con-

clusive. It might be added that, in these same signatures

of the Council, the metropolitan of the province of Isauria

is found signing in the fifth place, that is to say, after four

of his suffragans ;
and even the metropolitan of Ephesus did

not sign first among the bishops of Asia Minor (although

Ephesus was one of the largest metropolitan cities of the

Church) : his name comes after that of the Bishop of

Cyzicus.

A more remarkable incident is, that almost immediaisely
after the Council of Nicsea, the Bishop of Jerusalem, Maximus,

convoked, without any reference to the Bishop of Csesarea, a

Synod of Palestine, which pronounced in favour of S. Atha-

nasius, and proceeded further to the consecration of bishops.
*

Marca, de Concordia sacerdotii et imperii, lib, v. c. 12, n. 4.

« See Mausi, vi. 1128, and iv. 411
; Hard. i. 1246.
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Socrates, who records this fact, adds, it is true, that he was

reprimanded for having so acted.-^ But this fact shows that

the Bishop of Jerusalem was endeavouring to make himself

independent of the Bishop of Ccesarea. It may also be seen

by the signatures of the second CEcumenical Synod, that Cyril

Bishop of Jerusalem wrote his name before that of Thalassius

Bishop of Cffisarea. And, on the other side, it is not less certain

that in 395 John metropolitan of Csesarea nominated Por-

ph}Tius, a priest of Jerusalem, Bishop of Gaza
;
and that the

Synod of Diospolis, held in 415, was presided over by Eulo-

gius metropolitan of Caesarea, although John Bishop of Jeru-

salem was present at the Synod. These different researches

show us that the question of precedence between the Bishops
of Csesarea and Jerusalem cannot be determined

;
for sometimes

it is the Bishop of Caesarea who is first, sometimes the Bishop
of Jerusalem. This state of things lasted on to the time of the

third (Ecumenical Council held at Ephesus in 431. Juvenal

Bishop of Jerusalem took a very prominent place, and signed

immediately after Cyril of Alexandria (it is true the Bishop
of Csesarea in Palestine was not present). But this same Cyril

was at this Synod a declared opponent of Juvenal
;
and when

the latter wished by the help of false documents to have his

ecclesiastical primacy over Palestine acknowledged by the

Council, Cyril appealed on the subject to the authority of the

Eoman See.^ This same Juvenal Bishop of Jerusalem had

attempted, after a long contest with Maximus Bishop of

Antioch, to make himself a patrimeh; and the Bishop of

Antioch, weary of the controversy, deiermined that the three

provinces of Palestine should be under the patriarchate of

Jerusalem, whilst Phoenicia and Arabia should remain attached

to the see of Antioch. The fourth (Ecumenical Council held

1
Socrates, ii. 24.

*
Pope Leo the Great wrote on this subject, in his sixty-second letter to Bishop

[Maximus of Antioch : Sicut etiam in Ephtsina synodo, qvxB impium Nestorium

cum dogmata suo percuUf, Juvenalis episcopus ad ohtinendum PalcestincB provincuB

principatum credidit se posse sufficere, et insolentes ausus per commentitia scripta

Jirmare. Quod sanctce memorice Cyrilhcs Alexandrinus merito perhorrescens,

scriptis suis mihi, quid pi'cedida cupiditas ansa sit, indicavit et sollicita prece

multum poposcUf ut nvUa illicUis conatibus prceberetur a^sensio,—BEVEniDGE,
Ic p. 61 b.
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at Clialcedon ratified tliis division in its seventh session, with*

out, as it appears, tlie least opposition being offered/

The last words of the seventh canon, t^ fjLTjrpoTroKei,, /c.tA.,

have also been explained in different ways. Most writers—
and we share their opinion

—think that these words desig-

nate the metropolis of Csesarea
;

others have supposed that

the question is about the metropolis of Antioch
;
but Fuchs ^

has supposed that the reference is wholly to Jerusalem. Ac-

cording to him, the Council simply wished to show the reason

of the existence of certain honours granted to this Church,
because this metropolis (as an original Chnrch) had a special

dignity. This last theory clearly cannot be sustained : if the

canon had this meaning, it would certainly have had a very
different form. This seventh canon has been inserted in the

Corpis juris canonici?

Can. 8.

Tlepl Tcav ovofia^ovrcov fiev iavrov^ KaOapov^ iroTe, Trpoaep-

'^ofJLevcov
Be rf} KaOokiicy koI airo<noktKfj ''EKKkrjaia, eho^e Ty

a^la Kol fjL6<yd\rj (TvvoBa)^ ware '^eipoderov/Jbevovi avTOV<i fieveiv

oi>T(o<; ev T(p Kkrjp(£i' irpo irdvTcov Be tovto ofioXoyrjorac avToif^

iyypd(j)co<; irpoarjKet,, otl avvOi^aovTai koI aKoXovO^aova-i, T0t9

T?}? KaOoiXcKTJf; KoX diroaToXiKi)^ ^EKK\7]a{a<; Boyfiaai,' rovr eart

Kol BcydfjLOL^ KOivwvelv kol toZ? iv ro) BtcoyfjLQ) nrapaireTTTwicoaLV'

€<j)
03V KoX

'^p6vo<; TeTaKTai, xal Kaipo<i wpiarai' wgtl avrov^

aKoXovOelv iv iraaL tol<; Boy/jLaai t^9 Ka6o\iK7]^ 'EfCKXrjorlaf:'

ev9a fiev ovv 7rdvTe<;, elVe iv Kco/j,aL<;, elVe iv iroXeaiv avrol jjlovol

evpiaKOLVTO '^eipOTOvr)6evTe<;, ol evpLo-KOfievoL iv tw KXrjpco eaovrat

iv TO) avTU)
G')(f]pjaTi'

el Be rod t% KaOoXLKrjf; ^EicKXrjala^ iirv-

GKOTTov f) irpea^vrepov ovto^ Trpoaep'^ovraL Tcve<s, irpoBrjXov, w?
o fxev i'jri(TK07ro<i r^? ^EKKXrjala'; e^et, to d^lco/xa rod iiriaKOTroVj

6 Be ovo/xa^ofjievo^ irapa toU Xeyofjuevoc^ KaOapoU i'nL(TK07ro<^

Trjv Tov TTpea^urepov TLfirjv e^ei' irXrjv el fir) apa Bokolt) tw

€7ricr/co7rft), rrj<; TCfirj^ tov 6v6fMaTO<; avTov fieTe-^etv' el Be tovto

avTO)
fjLT] dpeafCOL, iinvorja-eb tottov rj '^wpeina-KO'irov rj irpeafiv-

TepoVy virep tov iv tw KXrjpw 6X(o<s BoKelv elvai, Xva fir] iv Ty
TToXev Bvo iirlaKOTTOL uaiv.

^ Hard. ii. 491.
-
Fuchs, B'ibliothek der Kirchmversammlungen, Bd. i. S. 399.

= C. 7, Dist. Ixv.
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" With regard to those who call themselves Oathari, the

holy and great Synod decides, that if they will enter the

Catholic and Apostolic Church, they must submit to imposition
of hands, and they may then remain among the clergy : they

must, above all, promise in writing to conform to and follow

the doctrines of the Catholic and Apostolic Church
;
that is to

say, they must communicate with those who have married a

second time, and with those who have lapsed under persecu-

tion, but who have done penance for their faults. They must

then follow in every respect the doctrines of the Catholic

Church. Consequently, when in villages or in cities there are

found only clergy of their own sect, the oldest of these clerics

shall remain among the clergy, and in their position ;
but if

a Catholic priest or bishop be found among them, it is evident

that the bishop of the Catholic Church should preserve the

episcopal dignity, whilst any one who has received the title of

bishop from the so-called CatJiari w^ould only have a right to

the honours accorded to priests, unless the bishop thinks it

right to let him enjoy the honour of the (episcopal) title. If

he does not desire to do so, let him give him the place of

rural bishop (chore^iscopus) or priest, in order that he may
appear to be altogether a part of the clergy, and that there

may not be two bishops in one city."

The CatJiari who are here under discussion are no other

than the JSTovatians (and not the Montanists, as is maintained

in the Gottinger gclehrten Anzeigen, 1780, St. 105), who from

a spirit of severity wished to exclude for ever from the Church

those who had shown weakness during persecution. They
arose at the time of the Decian persecution, towards the

middle of the third century, and had for their founder the

Eoman priest Kovatian, who accused his Bishop Cecilian of

showing too much lenity towards the la])si. These schismatics

were called Novatians from the name of their leader; but

from a spirit of pride they gave themselves the name of

Catliari (Puritans), kut i^o^yv, because their communion alone

was in their eyes the pure bride of Christ, whilst the Catholic

Church had been contaminated by the readmission of the

lapsi. Their fundamental principle of the perpetual exclusion

of the lapsi was in a manner the concrete form of the general



NICiEA : CONTENTS OF THE CANONS. 411

principle, Lronglit forward two generations before, that whoever

after baptism once fell into mortal sin, should never be re-

ceived back into the Church. The Catholic Church was her-

self in those times very much inclined to severity : she granted

permission to perform penance only once ;^ whoever fell a

second time was for ever excluded. But the Montanists and

Novatians exceeded this severity, and professed the most

merciless rigour. A portion of the Novatians— those of

Phrygia^
— followed the Montanists in a second kind of

rigourism, in declaring that any one of the faithful who
married again after the death of his consort committed adul-

tery. What we have said shows that the Novatians were in

truth schismatics, but not heretics
;
and this explains the mild

manner in which the Council of Mceea treated the Novatian

priests (for it is of them only that this canon speaks).^ The
Council treats them as it had treated the Meletians.* It de-

cides, in fact, 1st, ware
'^(^eipoOeToviuLivovg, k.t.X., that is to say,

"they must receive imposition of hands." The meaning of

these words has been a matter of dispute. Dionysius the Less

translates them in this way : ut impositionem manus accipi-

entes, sic in clero permaneant^ The Prisca^ gives a similar

translation
;
and then it may be said that the eighth canon,

according to the two authors, would be entirely in accordance

with the decision given by the Council of Mcaea on the sub-

ject of the Meletians. That decision ordered that the Meletian

clergy should not indeed be ordained anew by a Catholic

bishop, but that they ought nevertheless to receive from him

imposition of hands/ They were treated as those who had

received baptism at the hands of heretics. Beveridge^ and

Van Espen^ have explained this canon in another manner,

resting upon Eufinus,' and the two Greek commentators of the

middle ages, Zonaras and Balsamon. According to them, the

'Xei'po66Tov/xevov<; does not signify the imposition of hands

^ The Pastor HermcBf lib. ii. Mand. iv. c. 1, says : Servis enim Dei pceni-
tentia una est.

2 Socrat. Hist, Ecd. v. 22.
3 Of. Mattes, die Ketzertaufe, in the TuUnger. theolog. Quartalschr. 1849,

S. 578.
* See above, sec. 40. '^ In Mansi, ii. 680. * In Mausi, vi. 1128.
"^ See above, sec. 40. ^

I.e. p. 67. ^ Commentarius in canones, p. 94.
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wliicli was to be received on their returning to the Catholic

Church : it simply refers to the priesthood received in the

community of the Novatians
;
and consequently the sense of

the canon of the Council of Nicaea is as follows :

" Whoever
has been ordained when amongst the Novatians, must remain

among the clergy." It seems to me that the Greek text is

more favourable to the first opinion than to the second, as the

article is wanting before 'x^eipoOerovfiivov^, and avrov^ is added
;

but this first opinion itself supposes that the reference is to

those who were abeady clerics when they were in Novatian-

ism, so that the meaning and fundamental idea is nearly the

same in the one interpretation as in the other : for even sup-

posing that Beveridge and Van Espen are in the right, it does

not follow that the Novatian clerics were admitted among the

orthodox clergy without any condition, particularly without

some imposition of hands
;
on the contrary, it is clear that

they were not treated with more consideration than the

Meletian clergy. Gratian appears to us to be in opposition

to what our text tells us, and to the practice of the ancient

Church, as well as to the analogy of the case of the Novatians

with that of the Meletians, in supposing that the eighth canon

of Mcsea prescribes a re-ordination.^

The Synod decided, besides, that the N'ovatians who came

over should promise in writing a full submission to the doc-

trines of the Catholic Church. By these doctrines the canon

does not seem to mean the doctrines of the faith in the special

sense of the words : it seems rather to have reference to the

admission of the lapsi, and those who contracted second mar-

riages. To quiet the Novatians on the subject of the lapsi,

care is taken to add that they must have submitted to a pre-

scribed penance ;
that is to say, that the lapsi should, before

being readmitted into the Church, undergo a long and severe

penance.
After having established these two rules of discipline, the

Synod adds the general condition, that Novatians (that is to

say, the N'ovatian clergy) who desire restoration to the Church

shall submit in general to all the doctrines of the Catholic

Church.

*
Gratian, Corp. juris canonici, cap. 8, causa i. qusest, 7.
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The Council adds also the following directions :
—

(a.) If in any city or village there exist only Kovatian

clergy, they are to retain their offices
;
so that, for example,

the !N"ovatian bishop of an entirely Novatian district may
remain as a regular bishop when he re-enters the CathoHc

Church.

(/?.)
But if there be found somewhere (perhaps it is neces-

sary to read el Be ttov instead of el Se tov) a Catholic bishop
or priest along with Novatians, the Catholic bishop is to pre-

serve his office
;
and the E'ovatian bishop must take the posi-

tion of a simple priest, unless the Catholic bishop thinks it

well to allow him the honour of the episcopal title (but with-

out any jurisdiction). The Council does not say what is to

be done with the INTovatian priests ;
but we may infer that, in

places which possess but one priest, the cure should return to

a Catholic priest, and the N"ovatian priest should retain only
the title. The Synod did not provide for the case of a con-

flict between several priests, but the rules made on the subject

of the Meletians enable us to supply this omission. Converts

are allowed to remain in the office and rank of the priesthood,

but they are to take their place after the other priests, and

they are to be excluded from elections.

(7.) Lastly, in a case where a Catholic bishop would not

leave the N'ovatian bishop the continuance of the episcopal

title, he should give him the post of a chorejoiscojous
^
or priest,

and this that the Novatian might continue to be visibly one

of the clergy, and yet there might not be two bishops in the

same city.^

This mildness of the Synod of Nicsea in the case of the

Novatians had no more effect in extinguishing this schism

than in the case of the Meletians
;

for Novatianism continued

until the fifth century.

Amongst the ISTovatian bishops who took part in the Synod,
we must especially mention Acesius, bishop of this sect at

Constantinople, whom the Emperor Constantino held in great

esteem on account of the austerity of his life, and had in co"-

^ See the art. Chorhischof in the Kirclienlexkon of "Wetzer and Welte, Bd. ii.

S. 495 f.

* S. Augustine makes allusion to this rule in his Epist. 213. See above, sec. 41.
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sequence invited him to the Synod.-^ Constantine asked him
if he were willing to subscribe the Creed and the rule on the

feast of Easter.
"
Yes/' replied Acesius,

"
for there is here,

O Emperor, nothing new introduced by the Council
;
for it has

been so believed since the time of the apostles, and thus has

Easter been kept." And when the Emperor further asked,

"Why, then, do you separate from the communion of the

Church?" Acesius replied by quoting different acts which

had been passed under the Emperor Decius, and by declaring

that no one who had committed mortal sin should be ad-

mitted again to the holy mysteries. He might be exhorted

to repentance, but the priest had not the right to pronounce
him really absolved, but the penitent must look for pardon
from God alone. Upon this the Emperor replied, "Acesius,

take a ladder, and climb up to heaven alone."
^ Sozomen has

suggested'^ that Acesius was of very great use to his party,

and it is generally believed that this canon was made so mild

towards the iNovatians out of respect for him.*

Can. 9.

Ec Ttre? ave^eTCLGTW^; irpoarj'^OTjcrav irpea^vTepot, rj avaKpi-

vofievoL ^puo\o^r\(7av tcu rjixaprrjixeva avrot^, koX ofjLoXojTjo-dvrayv

avTCJV, irapa Kavova Kivovfiepqt avOpoairoL to2<; toiovtol^ X^^P^
eTTiredeLKaai' tovtov; 6 Kavcbv ov Trpoa-lerai,' to yap aveTrl-

Xtjtttov i/cBL/cel rj KaOoXiKr] ^EKK\r]crLa.

"If any persons have been admitted to the priesthood

without inquiry, or if upon inquiry they have confessed their

crimes, and the imposition of hands has nevertheless been

conferred upon them in opposition to the canon, such ordina-

tion is declared invalid
;
for the Catholic Church requires men

who are blameless."

The crimes in question are those which were a bar to the

priesthood, such as blasphemy, (successive) bigamy, heresy,

idolatry, magic, etc., as the Arabic paraphrase of Joseph ex-

plains.^ It is clear that these faults are punishable in the

1 Sozom. Hist. Eccl. ii. 32
;
Socrat. Hist. Ecd. i. 10.

2 Socrat. Z.c. i. 10
;
Sozom. I.e. i. 22. ^ Sozom. ii. 32.

* Cf. Tillemont, M^moires, etc., t. vi article 17, p. 289, ed. Brux. 1732.

• In Beveridge, I.e. p. 70.
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bishop no less than in the priest, and that consequently oui

canon refers to the bishops as well as to the irpea^vTepoo in

the more restricted sense. These words of the Greek text,
" In

the case in which any one might be induced, in opposition to

the canon, to ordain such persons," allude to the ninth canon

of the Synod of JSTeocaesarea. It was necessary to pass such

ordinances
;
for even in the fifth century, as the twenty-second

letter of Pope Innocent the First testifies, some held that as

baptism effaces all former sins, so it takes away all the tTn-

2Kdimenta, orclinationis which are the result of those sins.-'-

The ninth canon of Mcsea occurs twice in the Corpus juris

canonici?

The following canon has a considerable resemblance to the

one which we have just considered.

Can. 10.

"OaoL irpoe')(6Lpia6r](Tav tcov TrapaireTTTCo/coTcov Kara dyvoLav,

T}
Kol TTpOeiBoTCOV TO)V

7rpO^€ipL(7afji6VCaV,
TOVTO OV TTpOKpLVet TO)

KavovL TO) eKKkrjcnaaTLK(£>' f^vmadevre^ <yap KadatpovvTai.
'' The lajpsi who have been ordained in ignorance of their

fall, or in spite of the knowledge which the ordainer had of

it, are no exception to the canon of the Church, for they are

to be deposed as soon as their unworthiness is known."

The tenth canon differs from the ninth, inasmuch as it

concerns only the lajpsi and their elevation, not only to the

priesthood, but to any other ecclesiastical preferment as well,

and requkes their deposition. The punishment of a bishop
who should consciously perform such an ordination is not

mentioned
;
but it is incontestable that the lapsi could not be

ordained, even after having performed penance : for, as the

preceding canon states, the Church requires those who were

faultless. It is to be observed that the word irpo^eipl^eiv is

evidently employed here in the sense of
"
ordain," and is used

without any distinction from ')(eipi^uv ;
whilst in the synodal

letter of the Council of Mcsea on the subject of the Mele-

tians, there is a distinction between these two words, and

irpox^LpL^etv is used to signify digere?

1 Cf. Beveridge, I.e. p. 70. « C. 4, Dist. 81, and c. 7, Dist. 24.
^ Socrat. I.e. i. 9.
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This canon is found several times in the Corpus juris
canomci}

Can. 11.

TIepi Twv 7rapa/3dvTCOV %w/3t9 avdr/KT]^ rj X(Oph dcfyatpia-eco^:

virap'^ovTCJV rj ycopX^ klvBvvov
i] tlvo<; toloutov, o jeyovev cttI

T^9 Tvpavvlho<; Alklvlov eho^e rfj avvoha, kov dvd^ioi rjaav

(j)iXav6pco7rLa<;, o/jLco<; '^^prjarevaaaOao et? avrou<i' oaoL ovv 'yvrjatcof;

[lera^ekovTaL, rpla errj ev aKpowpuevoL^ TroLrjaovcnv ol Tnaroi, koX

eTTTa errj vTroTreaovvrac 8vo Be errj ^wpt? 7rpoa^opa<; KOivcovr^-

Govai. tS Xaoj TOiV irpocrzv^cbv.

"As to those who lapsed during the tjo^anny of Licinius,

without being driven to it by necessity, or by the confiscation

of their goods, or by any danger whatever, the Synod decides

that they ought to be treated with gentleness, although in

truth they have shown themselves unworthy of it. Those

among them who are truly penitent, and who before their fall

were believers, must do penance for three years among the

audientes, and seven years among the substrati. For two years

following they can take part with the people at divine service,

but without themselves participating in the oblation."

The persecution of Licinius had come to an end only a

few years before the meeting of the Council of Nicsea, and

at the downfall of that Emperor. The cruelty with which

they were persecuted led a large number into apostasy. Thus

the Council had to take notice in several of its canons of the

lapsi ; and as there were different classes to be made among
these Icqm

—that is to say, as some among them had yielded

at the first threat, whilst others had undergone long tortures

before their fall—the Sjniod wished to take account of the

extenuating as well as of the aggravating circumstances, and to

proportion the punishment to the degree of the fault. This

canon does not say how the least guilty are to be treated
;
but

it decides that those who are the most guilty, and the least

excusable, should pass three years in the second degree of

penitence, seven years in the third, and two years in the fourth

or lowest class.^

The canon supposes that those who are to receive tliis treat-

1 C. 5, Dist. 81
;

c. 60, Dist. 60.

* See the fifth canou of the Synod of Ancyra, sec. 16
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meut ^-ere before tlieir fall fiddes, i.e. members of the Church,

and not simple catechumens. We shall see in the fourteenth

canon what the Synod decides with respect to catechumens

who showed themselves weak.-^

Can. 12.

01 Se 7rpo(TK\7]0evT€<; fiev vtto tt}? '^dpiTO<;,
koI rrjv Trpcorrjv

opfirjv ivBei^d/JievoL, koI diroOefievoi ra? t,(ava<^, fxera 5e javra iirl

Tov oIkuov efiercv dvaBpafzopre^; co? Kvve<^, w? rtm^ koX dp^vpia

irpoeaOav, koI ^6ve(j)LKL0t<; KaropdwaaL ro dvao-TparevcraaOaL'

ovTOL BeKa err] vTroirtTrreTCoaav jxerd tov t^9 rpieTOv^; aKpodaeoa^

'^povov. i(j)
diraai Be tovtoc^ irpoarjKei e^erd^eiv t^z^ irpoalpeaiv,

Koi TO eZSo? Trj<; pLeTavolm. oaoL fzev jdp koX ^o/3ft) koX BdKpvcrt

teal vTrofjLovfj koX dyaOoepyiac'^ ttjv iircarTpo^rjv epycp koX ov

(T')(rjp.aTi iTTiBeLKVVVTai, ovtoi TrXrjpcacravTe^ tov y^povov tov

wpLor/ievov Tr]<; aKpodo-ecof;, €Ik6t(d<; tcov ev'ycov KOivcovijorovai,

jieTCL tov i^elvat tm iirio-fcoTra), koI ^CkavOpoiTroTepov tl irepl

avTcov ^ovXevcraaOao. oaoi Be dBLa(f>6pco<; ijveyKav, kol to ayfjiici

TOV [/AT/]
etaievat €t9 ttjv ^EKfcXrjaLav apxetv avTol^ 7]yi]aavT0

77/309 Triv e7TLcrTpo(f)r)v, i^d7ravTQ<; TfKrjpovTWorav tov '^povov.
" Those who, called by grace, have shown the first zeal, and

have laid aside their belts, but afterwards have returned like

dogs to their vomit, and have gone so far as to give money
and presents to be readmitted into military service, shall

remain three years among the audiente.% and ten years among
the sulstrati. But in the case of these penitents, their intention

and the character of their repentance must be tried. In fact,

those among them who, by fear and with tears, together with

patience and good works, show by deeds that their conversion

is real, and not merely in appearance, after having finished the

tinie of their penance among the audientes, may perhaps take

part among those who pray ;
and it is in the power of the

bishop to treat them with yet greater lenity. As to those who
bear with indifference (their exclusion from the Church), and

who think that this exclusion is eufiicient to expiate their

faults, they must perform the whole period prescribed by the

law."

^ On the penitential system of tlie primitive Church, see Beveridge, I.e. p. 71

sciq. ; and Binterim, Denkwurdigkdteny Bd. v. Thl. ii. S. 362 if.

2 D
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*

In his last contests with Constantine, Licinius had made
himself the representative of heathenism; so that the final

issue of the war would not be the mere triumph of one of the

two competitors, but the triumph or fall of Christianity or

heathenism.-^ Accordingly, a Christian who had in this war

supported the cause of Licinius and of heathenism might be

considered as a lajosus, even if he did not formally fall away.
With much more reason might those Christians be treated as

lapsi, who, having conscientiously given up military service

(this is meant by the soldier's belt), afterwards retracted their

resolution, and went so far as to give money and presents for

the sake of readmission, on account of the numerous advan-

tages which military service then afforded. It must not be

forgotten that Licinius, as Zonaras and Eusebius relate,^ re-

•quired from his soldiers a formal apostasy ; compelled them,
for example, to take part in the heathen sacrifices which were

held in the camps, and dismissed from his service those who
would not apostatize. It must not be supposed, then, that

the Council forbade military service generally, as the writer

has shown in the Tiibinger Tlicol. Quartalschrift for 1841

(S. 386). But equally untenable is the opinion of Aubespine.^
He supposes that the canon speaks of those who promised to

perform a lifelong penance, and to retain the accustomed

penitential dress, but who afterwards broke their vow, and

took part in secular matters, and tried to make their way to

posts of honour. The cingulum which the canon mentions is

evidently the cingulum militice. It is in this sense too that

Pope Innocent the First has used it in his letter to Victricius

of Eouen. He says to that bishop, making, it is true, a mis-

take upon another point : Constituit Niccena synodus, si quis

post remissionem peccatorum cingulum militice secularis hahuerit,

ad clericatum admitti omnino non debet.^

The Council punishes with three years in the second degree
of penance, and with ten years in the third, those of the faith-

ful who had taken the side of Licinius in his strucrnrle against

Christianity. It was, however, lawful for the bishop to pro- I

mote the better disposed penitents of the second rank {aKpo-

'

^ Eiiseb. Hist. Eccl. x. 8.

3 In Van Espen, I.e. p. 97. ^ Cf. Fuclis, I.e. S. 40i.
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aai^) to the fourth, in which they could be present at the

whole of divine service (ev^r]). It is not stated how long

they should remain in this fourth rank
;
but from what the

eleventh canon says, it may be supposed that they remained

in it two years. As to those who underwent their penance
with more indifference, and who were content to pray outside

the Church, without taking any active part in divine service,

they were required to fulfil the whole time of their penance.
It is by considering the negation firj which comes before

elaievai as an interpolation, as Gelasius of Cyzicus, the Prisca,

Dionysius the Less, the pseudo-Isidore,^ Zonaras,^ and others

have done, that the interpretation given above may be obtained.

When inserting this canon in the de Fcenitentia,^ Gratian gives
it the same meaning that we do. If it is desired at any
cost to retain the negation, the last clause will be explained
as follows :

"
They consider it as sufficient obedience to the

Church not to go beyond what is allowed to them as penitents,

and not to attend without permission the missa fdelium"

Can. 13.

TlepX he Twv i^oSevovrcov 6 7ra\aLo<; Kal KavovLKo<; v6fio<i

^vXa'^O^a-erat koI vvv, axire, eo Ti? i^oZevoi, tov TeXevraiov teal

avayKacoTarov icpoSiov /irj aTToaTepelaOai' el he aTToyvcoaOel^s

/cat KOiva>VLa<; ttoXlv tv^cov, irdXiv ev toI<^ ^coctlv i^eraadfj^ fiera

TOdV KOLVcovovvrwv T?}? eu^rj? fiovT]^ earco' KaOoXov he koI irepX

iravTO'i ovTLvoaovv e^ohevovro^, alTovvTO<; tov fjueraa'^etv Ev^a-
ptaTca<;, 6 eTTLCTKoiro^; fiera ho/a/jLa(7La<; eirihoTQ).

" With respect to the dying, the old rule of the Church

shall continue to be observed, which forbids that any one who
is on the point of death should be deprived of the last and
most necessary viaticum. If he does not die after having
been absolved and admitted to communion, he must be placed

amongst those who take part only in prayer. The bishop

shall, however, administer the Eucharist, after necessary

inquiry, to any one who on his deathbed asks to receive it."

The Synod of Mcaea provides for the case of a lajosus being
in danger of death before he has fulfilled the period of his

»
Mansi, ii. 681, 690, 899, vi. 1129. 2 j^ Beveridge, I.e. i. 73.

3 C. 4, Dist. 5.
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penance, and decides that, in conformity with the old custom

and with old rules—for example, the sixth canon of the Council

of Ancyra—the holy Eucharist (icpoBLov) should be admini-

stered to the dying person, although he has not fulfilled all

his penance.-^ Van Espen^ and Tillemont^ have proved,

against Aubespine, that the word i^ohiov here signifies the

communion, and not merely absolution without communion.

The opinion of those two authors is also that of the two old

Greek commentators Zonaras and Balsamon, and of the Ara-

bian paraphrast Joseph. If the sick person should recover

his health, he should take his place in the highest rank of

penitents. The Council does not state the period he should

pass in it, but it is clear, and the ancient collector of canons,

John of Antioch, adds,
"
that such an one should remain in

that class the whole time of penance prescribed in canons

11 or 12."^

The Synod ends this canon more generally. In the begin-

ning it treats only of the la^psi, but at the end it considers all

those who are excommunicated, and orders that the bishop,

after having made personal inquiry into the state of matters,

may administer the communion to every man on his deathbed,

whatever his offence may have been.

This thirteenth canon has been inserted in the Corpus

juris can!"

Can. 14.

JTepl TOdV KaT7)')(ovixevcov /cat 'jrapanreaovTCiiv eSo^e r^ dyia

Kol fJueyaXr) avvoSw, ware rptcov ircov avTOv<; aKpooofJ-ivov^

fiovov, fJL6Ta ravra
6V')(e(T9at, fiera T(av KaT'q'^ovfievcov.

" The holy and great Synod orders that catechumens who

have lapsed be audientes for three years ; they can afterwards

join in prayer with the catechumens."

The catechumens are not, strictly speaking, members of the

Church : their lapse, therefore, in time of persecution, may
be considered as less serious than actual apostasy. But it was
also natural to prolong their time of probation, when, after

persecution, they asked again to be admitted among the cate-

^ Cf. Beveridge, I.e. ii. 79. ^ Van Espen, Commeniarius, I.e. p. 98.
3
Tilleniont, I.e. p. 361. * Cf. Beveridge, I.e. ii. 80 b.

^ C. 9, causa xxvi. q. 6.
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cliumens
;
and it is tins of which the fourteenth canon treats.

These catechumens should, it says, remain three years among
the audientcs, that is to say, among the catechumens, who only

take part at the didactic part of worship, at sermons, and at

reading. If they showed during this time of penance zeal

and marks of improvement, they might be admitted to prayer

with the catechumens
;
that is to say, they might form part of

the higher class of those who made up the catecJmmeni sensio

stridiori. These could be present at the general prayers

which were offered at the end of the sermon
;
and they re-

ceived, but kneeling, the bishop's blessing.

In the same way as Origen and several other writers, more

especially several Greek historians of the Church, so the Coun-

cil of Nicsea speaks only, as we have seen, of two classes of

catechumens. Some Latin writers, amongst whom Isidore of

Seville may be quoted, speak only of these two grades of cate-

chumens •} and it may be said, without any doubt, that the

primitive Church knew of no others. Bingham^ and ISTeander^

have maintained, and the opinion is generally held, that in the

fourth century there was formed a third class of catechumens,

composed of those who should receive baptism immediately ;

and also that the meaning of the ceremonies for the reception

of this sacrament was explained to them.. They were called

^coTi^o/xevot, and covijjetcntes ; but we notice that S. Isidore

makes competentes synonymous with 'yovvKkLvovTe<;. Beveridge

endeavours to prove that S. Ambrose also spoke of this third

class of catechumens ;* but the words of this Father, Seqicenti

die erat dominica ; post Icctioncs atque tradatum, dimissis cate-

chumenis, symlolum cdiquibus compdentibiis in haptisteriis trade-

ham hasilicce, show us that by catccliumenis he understands the

first and second classes, and that the compdentes belonged to

the third class.^

The fourteenth canon of Nictea has not been inserted in

the Corpus juris canonici, probably because the old system of

catechumens had ceased to exist at the time of Gratian.

^
Grig. vii. c. 14.

^
Bingham, iv. 20.

^
Neander, 2te Aufl. Bd. iii. S. 606.

*
Beveridge, I.e. ii. 81.

^ Cf. Binterim, Denkumrdigkeiten, Bd. i. Tlil. i. S. 17.
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Cax. 15.

A La Tov TTokvv rapa-^ov koX Ta<; aTd(T6L<; ra? <ytvofi€va<; eSofe

iravTOLiracn iTepiaipedrjvaL ttjv avvrjOeiav, rrjv rrapa tov xavova

evpeOeicav ev rcai /jbipeaiv, ware airb TroXew? et? iroXiv
fjur)

fjuerajSalveLV jJLrjTe eirlaKOTrov fJLTjTe irpea^vrepov ix7]Te SiaKovov,

el Si Ti9 fiera tov tt}? a^la^ koX /jL6ryak7j(; avvohov opov toiovt(^

Tivl
i'jn')(eiprj(jeLev, 7) iTTiBotr) iavTov irpd'yfxaTL tolovtw, ctKvpw-

Q7]<jeTai e^aTravTOf; to KaTaaKevaafxa, kol dTTOKaTaaTaOrjaeTai

Trj iKKXrjala, fj
6 eiriaKoiTOf; fj 6 Trpea^vTepo^ i^etpOTOVTJOi].

" On account of the numerous troubles and divisions which

have taken i^lace, it has been thought good that the custom

which has been established in some countries in opposition to

the canon should be abolished
; namely, that no bishop, priest,

or deacon should remove from one city to another. If any
one should venture, even after this ordinance of the holy and

great Synod, to act contrary to this present rule, and should

follow the old custom, the translation shall be null, and he shall

return to the church to which he had been ordained bishop
or priest."

The translation of a bishop, priest, or deacon from one

church to another, had already been forbidden in the primitive

Church.-^ Nevertheless several translations had taken place,

and even at the Council of Mcsea several eminent men were

present who had left their first bishoprics to take others : thus

Eusebius Bishop of Nicomedia had been before Bishop of

Ber3rtus ;
Eustathius Bishop of Antioch had been before

Bishop of Berrhcea in Syiia. The Council of Nicsea thought it

necessary to forbid in future these translations, and to declare

them invalid. The chief reason of this prohibition was found

in the irregularities and disputes occasioned by such change
of sees

;
but even if such practical difficulties had not arisen,

the whole doctrinal idea, so to speak, of the relationship be-

tween a cleric and the church to which he had been ordained,

namely, the contracting of a mystical marriage between them,

would be opposed to any translation or change.

In 341 the Synod of Antioch renewed, in its twenty-first

canon, the prohibition passed by the Council of Nicaea
;
but

the interest of the Church often rendered it necessary to make
^ See the Can. Almost. 13 and 14.
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exceptions, as happened in the case of S. Chrysostom. These

exceptional cases increased almost immediately after the hold-

ing of the Council of Nicsea, so that in 382 S. Gregory of

ISTazianzus considered this law among those which had long

been abrogated by custom.-^ It was more strictly observed in

the Latin Church
;
and even Gregory's contemporary, Pope

Damasus, declared himself decidedly in favour of the rule of

Nicsea.^ It has been inserted in the Corpus juris canonici?

Can. 16.

^'OcroL pL'yJroKLvBvv(i}<; fxrjTe top ^o/Sov tov Oeov Trpo o^OaXfjLwv

e^ovTE'^, /JL7]Te TOV iKKkrjaiaaTLKOv Kavova elSore*^, ava'^cop^aovcn

tt}? iKK\7](Jia<^, Trpecr/Svrepot, i) hidicovot rj 6\w<; iv tu> Kavovi

e^eTatpiievov ovtoi ouSa/zw? heKToi o^eiKovaiv eivai iv iripa

eKKknqcTLa, aXKa iraaav avrol'^ avar^K7}V iirdjeaOai, XPV) cuva-

arpecpeiv elq ra? iavrcov irapoiKLa^, rj iiriixevovra^ dicoivwvi]Tov<i

elvuL Trpoa'^Ket. el Be koI rokfJirjaeLe tl^ v<^apirdaat tov tu> eTepw

Sia^epovTa, koI ')(eipoTovrj(Tai iv Ty avTov iKKkTjcria, fit) (Tvy-

KaTaTiOe/jLevov tov IBlov iincrKOTrov, ov dve'^coprjaev 6 iv tk>

Kavovi i^6Ta^6/jLevo<;, aKvpo^ eaTat rj '^eipOTOvla.
"

Priests, deacons, and clerics in general, who have with

levity, and without having the fear of God before their eyes,

left their church in the face of the ecclesiastical laws, must

not on any account be received into another : they must be

compelled in all ways to return to their dioceses
;
and if they

refuse to do so, they must be excommunicated. If any one

should dare to steal, as it were, a person who belongs to

another (bishop), and to ordain him for his own church, with-

out the permission of the bishop from whom he was with-

drawn, the ordination shall be null."

This sixteenth canon has a good deal of connection with

the preceding. It contains two general principles : a. It

threatens with excommunication all clerics, of whatever de-

gree, if they will not return to their first church ;* h. It forbids

any bishop to ordain for his own diocese a person belonging
to another diocese. It may be supposed that the Council of

^
Cf. Neander, Kirchengeschichte, 2te Aiifl. Bd. iii. S. 317.

2
Beveridge, I.e. ii. 81

; ISTeander, I.e.
^
Cap, 19, causa vii. q. 1.

*
iVccording to Balsamon, exclusion from eommunio clerkalis.
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Nicsea lias here again in view the Meletian schism
;
but it

must not be forgotten that Meletius did not ordain strangers

to his diocese, and retain them afterwards, but the reverse—
he ordained clergymen for other dioceses.

We notice also, that in tliis canon the expression ev Ta>

Kavovi i^era^ofjLevo^ occurs twice to designate a cleric
;

it

means literally, any one who belongs to the service of the

Church, who lives under its rule (KavoDv), or whose name is

inscribed in its list {jcavcov)}

Gratian has inserted this canon, and divided it into two.^

Cax. 17.

^EirecBr) ttoXXoI iv tw Kavovi e^era^ojjLevoi rrjv ifXeove^iav koI

TYjv ala'^poKepBeiav BLO)KOVTe<; iirekdOovTO rod Oelov ypafM/uLaTOf;

Xe^yovTO^' To dpyvpiov avrov ovk eSco/cev iirl TOKcp' koI Savel-

^ovTe<; eKaroaTa^ diraLTOvaiV" iSiKalwcrev rj d'yia kol fieyaXr)

avvoBo^, o)?, el Ti? evpeOeli] fxera tov opov tovtov ro/cov^ XapL-

(3dvcov ifc
pLeTa')(€LpLaect)<^ y dXk(0<; /lerep'^o/jbevo^ to irpdyjia rj

rj/jLioXlaf; diraiTOiv i) oXo)? erepov tl inrcvocov alay^pov Kephov^ eveKa,

KaOaipedijaerac tov K\i]pov koI aWorpto? tov Kavovos eaTai*
" As many clerics, filled with avarice and with the spirit of

usury, forget the sacred words,
' He that hath not given his

money upon usury,'
^ and demand usuriously (that is, every

month) a rate of interest, the great and holy Synod declares

that if any one, after the publication of this law, takes interest,

no matter on what grounds, or carries on the business (of

usurer), no matter in what way, or if he require haK as much

again, or if he give himself up to any other sort of scandalous

gain, he shall be deposed from his clerical office, and his

name struck off the list."

Several of the oldest Fathers of the Church considered that

the Old Testament forbade interest to be received : thus, in the

fourth book of his controversial work against Marcion, Ter-

tullian wishes to prove to this Gnostic the harmony which

exists between the Old and the ^ew Testament, by taking as

^
See, on this point, tlie dissertation of Dr. Miinchen on the first Synod oi

Aries, in the Bonner Zeitschrift fiir Philos. und kathol. Theol. Heft 26, S. 64.
^ C. 23, causa vii. q. 1, and c. 3, Dist. 71.
^ Ps. XV. [LXX. xiv.] 6.

I
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an example the teaching- given about a loan at interest. Ac-

cording to Ezekiel/ says Tertullian, he is declared just who

does not lend liis money upon usury, and who does not take

what comes to him from it, that is to say, the interest. By
these words of the prophet, God had prepared for the perfec-

tion of the ISTew Testament. In the Old, men had been taught

that they should not make gain by lending money, and in the

I^ew that they should even bear the loss of what they had lent.^

Clement of Alexandria expresses himself in the same way :

" The law forbids to take usury from a brother, and not only
from a brother by nature, but also from one who is of the

same religion as ourselves, or who is one of the same nation

as ourselves, and it looks upon lending money at interest as

unjust : unfortunate persons should rather be assisted with

open hand and open heart."
^

In taking account of the prohibitions declared by the Jewish

law against lending at interest, the customs of that time must

have filled the Christian mind with horror of this qucestus. As
in the Jewish language there is only one word to express

usury and lending at interest, so with the Eomans the word

fcemis was also ominous in its double meaning. During the

last period of the republic and under the emperors, the legal

and mildest interest was twelve per cent., or, as the Eomans

called it, interest by month, or usura centesima ; but some-

times it increased to twenty-four per cent., hincc ccntcsimx,

and even to forty-eight per cent, quaternce centesimce.^ Horace

speaks even of a certain Fufidius, who demanded sixty per
cent.

;
and what is remarkable is, that he speaks of this Fufi-

dius when on the subject of apothecaries.^ As this exorbi-

tant interest was generally paid at the beginning of the month,
the reason why Ovid speaks of the celeres, and Horace of the

tristcs Kalcndas, is explained.^

The early Christians knew this loan at interest but little
;

they also kept themselves from it conscientiously, so long as

that brotherly love prevailed from which had come a com-

munity of goods. But unhappily other Christians became apt

1
xviii. 8. 2 Tertull. adv. Marc. iv. 17. ^ Stromat. ii. 473, PotL

*
Cicero, in Verr. iii. 70, Att. vi. 2. ^ 1 Satyr. 2. 1-14.

® Cf. Adam's Roman Antiquities, and QuartalscJirift, 1841, S. 404.
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scholars of the heathen in this matter. It was most hlame-

worthy in the clergy, whose savings, according to canon law,

helonged to the poor and to the Church, and least of all

ought to he abused to usurious gain through the oppression

of the poor. Therefore the forty-fourth (or forty-third) apos-

tolical canon gave this order :

" A bishop, priest, or deacon

who receives interest for money lent, must cease from this

traf&c under pain of deposition ;" and the Council of Aries,

held in 314, says in the twelfth canon: Dc ministris,- qui

fcenerant, jplacuit, eos juxta formam divinities clatam a com-

munione abstinere. The seventeenth canon of Nicsea also for-

bids all the clergy to lend money on interest
;
we say to all the

clergy, because in the preceding canon we have shown that by
the words ev tm Kavovi i^era^ofMevoi, the clergy must be under-

stood. The Synod, fearing lest the clergy should in future

practise usury in a hidden and underhand manner, was careful

at the end of the canon to define the different sorts of usury
which are forbidden.-^

The seventeenth canon of Mcaea is found twice in the Cor-

jms juris canonici?

Can. 18.

^HXOev 6t9 TT]V ajLav koX fieyaXrjV avvoSov, ore ev tlgl tottoi?

Koi iroXeai tol^ 7rp6o-^VTepoL<; rrjv Ev')(apLo-TLav ol hiaKovov

BcBoaacv, oirep ovre 6 Kavcov ovre 7} crvvrjOeia irapeEcoKe, tov<;

e^ovaiav firj e-^ovra^ Trpoacpepeiv tol<; Trpoa^epovo-L BiBovat, to

(TMfjia Tov XpLorrov. KUKeivo he iyvcopLO-Orj, on i^Zr) rtve<; roiv

BcaKovcov Koi irpo tmv eirLaKOircov tt}? Ev'^apL(TTLa<; airrovTaL,

Tama jxev ovv airavTa Treptrjpijadco' Kal ijuLfievercoaau ol Bid-

KOVOL T0L<; t8/ot9 [xeTpoi^, elSoTe^ on tov fiev iiria/coTrov vTrripeTat

eld, Twv Be Trpecr/SvTepcov eXarrou? Tvy')(avovai' Xa/jL^avercoaav

Be Kara Tr)v tcl^lv rrjv Eu^apiaTLav jJueTo, tov<; irpeajBvTepov^,

ff
TOV iinaKOTrov BlS6vto<; avTol<; rj tov Trpea^vrepov. aWa fiySe

KadrjaOaL ev /leao) tcov TrpeorjSvrepcov e^earw toI<; BiaKovoi^' irapa

Kavova ^yap Kal irapa tcl^lv icrn to yLvofMevov. El Be tl<; fir)

6e\ot Trecdap'^eiv Kal fieTa tovtov^ tov^ opov^, ireiravaOa) tij^^

BiaKovla<;.

* On tlie opinions of the old Fathers on the subject of loans at interest, see

the author's dissertation in the Quartalschrift, 1841, S. 405 ff., and Beltruge i. 31.
"
C. 2, Dist. 47, and c. 8, causa xiv. q. 4.

I
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"
It has come to the knowledge of the holy and great Synod,

that in certain places and cities deacons administer the Eucha-

rist to priests, although it is contrary to the canons and to

custom to have the body of Christ distributed to those who offer

the sacrifice by those who cannot offer it. The Synod has also

learned that some deacons receive the Eucharist even before

the bishops. This must all now cease : the deacons must re-

main within the limits of their functions, and remember that

they are the assistants of the bishops, and only come after the

priests. They must receive the Eucharist in accordance with

rule, after the priests
—a bishop or a priest administering it to

them. The deacons ought no longer to sit among the priests,

for this is against rule and order. If any one refuses to obej^

after these rules have been promulgated, let him lose his

diaconate."

Justin Martjrr^ declares that in the primitive Church the

deacons were in the habit of administering to each one of

those present the consecrated bread and the holy chaHce.

Later it was the bishop or the celebrating priest who ad-

ministered the holy bread, and the deacon administered only
the chalice : this is what the Apostolical Constitutions order.''^

We see that this was still the custom in the time of S.

Cyprian, by this sentence taken from his work de Lajpsis:

Solemnihus adimpletis calicem diaconus offerre prcesentihus cmpit.

It is evident that the word offerre cannot signify here to cele-

brate the holy sacrifice, but merely to administer
;
the ex-

pression solemnihus adimpletis shows that the divine service

was abeady finished, and consequently there is no question
here of celebrating, but merely of administering the chalice

for communion. In other analogous passages this meaning
of offerre is not so clearly indicated, and thence has arisen

the mistake that the deacons could also offer the holy sacri-

fice.^ It must not be forgotten, however, that certain deacons

did in fact venture to offer the holy sacrifice
;
for the first

Council of Aries says in its fifteenth canon : De diaconihus

qiios cognovimus multis locis offerre, placuit minime fieri debere.

It is not unlikely that during the persecution of Diocletian,

^
Apologia, i. NTos. 65, 67. 2

j^^i^^ y^ gj^^ 13^
3 Cf. Bintcrim, Denkw. Bd. i. Thl. i. S. 357 f.



428 HISTOEY OF THE COUNCILS.

when very many bishops and priests had been driven away
or put to death, some deacon allowed himself to celebrate the

eucharistic sacrifice
;
but such an act was altogether opposed

to the spirit and rules of the primitive Church. The Aiws-

tolical Constitutions show very plainly that it is forbidden

for deacons to pronounce the blessing and to offer the holy
sacrifice (henedicere et offerre). They could only fulfil the

duties indicated by their name BidKovo<;} But it very pro-

bably happened that in some places the deacon had over-

stepped the limit of his powers, and for that reason had

rendered necessary the prohibition of the Council of Aries.

I know, indeed, that Binterim has wished to explain this

canon of the Council of Aries in another way.^ He supposes
that the rebuke is not annexed to the word offerre, but merely
the words multis locis, and he explains the canon as follows :

" In future, the deacon must no longer celebrate and ad-

minister the holy Eucharist to other congregations besides his

own." I cannot believe in the accuracy of this explanation,

and Binterim has certainly done violence to the text of the

Council of Aries.

But besides, this canon of Mcasa says nothing directly of

this pretension of the deacon to wish to consecrate : it has

rather in view certain other abuses
;
and we know from

another source, that in Christian antiquity there was often

complaint of the pride of deacons.^ The deacons of the city

of Eome have especially been reproached on account of pride,

and the Council of Aries says on this subject in its eighteenth

canon : J)e diaconibus urhicis, ut non sihi tantum prccsumantj

sed honorem 'presbyteris reservent, ut sine conscientia ijjsorum

nihil tale faciant. It has been supposed that these pre-

sumptuous deacons of the city of Eome had given occasion

for fhe passing of this canon, and that it was decreed on the

motion of the two Eoman priests who represented the Pope
at the Council of Mcsea.*

In the primitive Church, the holy liturgy was usually

celebrated by a single person, more frequently by the bishop,

^ ConstituL apostoUcce, viii. 28.

»
DenkmirdigJceiten, Bd. i. Till. i. S. 360. See above, sec. 15.

» Cf. Van Espen, Com. in can. p. 101. * Of. Van Espen, I.e. p. 101.
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or by a priest when the bishop was hindered from being

present ;
but the other priests were not merely present at the

holy sacrifice, as is the custom now : they were besides con-

sacrificantes ; they did what newly ordained priests do now,
when they celebrate together with the bishop the mass at

their ordination.-^ These consacrificing priests ought to have

received the communion from the hands of the celebrant;

but in some places the deacons had taken upon themselves

the right of administering the holy communion to priests as

well as to the people, and this is the first abuse which the

canon condemns.^ The second abuse of which they were

guilty was, that they t^9 Evj(apL(7Tia^ aiTTovrai before the

bishop. It is doubtful what these words mean. The pseudo-

Isidore, Zonaras, and Balsamon give the meaning which most

naturally presents itself: "They go so far as to take the

Eucharist before the bishop." The Prisca, as well as Diony-
sius the Less and others, translate airTovrai, by contingant,

that is to say, touch ; and Van Espen interprets the canon in

this way :

" The deacons touch (but do not partake of) the

holy Eucharist before the bishop." But the word airrovTaL

includes the .idea of partaking as well, as the subsequent
words in the canon prove, which settle the order to be fol-

lowed in the reception of the Eucharist, and show us conse-

quently that these words r?}? Ev'xapLaTLa<; aTTTovrai signify

Eucharistiam sumere. It may be asked how it could happen
that the deacon could communicate before the bishop. When
the bishop himseK celebrated, this was clearly impossible;

but it very often happened that the bishop caused one of his

priests to celebrate, and contented himself with being present

at the holy sacrifice. The same thing would happen if one

bishop visited another, and was present at divine service.

In both cases the bishop would receive the communion im-

mediately after the celebrant, and before the priests. But if

a deacon undertook to administer the communion to the

priests, and to the bishop as well, it would happen that the

bishop would not receive the communion until after the

1 Cf. Morinus, de SS. ordinatione, Part iii. exercit. 8.

2
According to the Apostolical Constitutions, the deacons could not ad-

minister the sacred host even to the laity.
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deacon, for he would always begin by communicating liimself

before administering the communion to others
;
and this is the

abuse which the Council found it necessary to forbid.

The third encroachment of which the deacons were guilty

had reference to their places in church. Several among them
had placed themselves among the priests. The Synod con-

demns this abuse, and finishes with this threat :

" Whoever
shall not obey, after the publication of these rules, shall be

removed from his diaconate." Unhappily they were not

strictly observed
;
for even after the Council of Nicsea com-

plaints continued to be made of the pride of the deacons, and

S. Jerome says that
" he saw at Eome a deacon who took his

place among the priests, and who at table gave his blessing

to the priests."^

Van Espen remarks with truth that this canon of dis-

cipline proves the belief of the Council of Mcaea in three

great dogmatic truths : (1.) The Council of Nicsea saw in the

Eucharist the body of Christ
; (2.) It called the eucharistic

service a sacrifice (irpoa-cjiepeiv) ;
and (3.) It concedes to

bishops and priests alone the power of consecrating.

This canon is found in the Corpus juris canoiiici?

Can. 19.

JJepl Twv UavXiavLo-avTcoVj elra 7rpocr(f)vy6vTa)v rrj KaOoXtKrj

^EkkXtjo-lo,, opo<i eKTedeLTai, ava^aTrrl^eaOac avTov<^ e^aTravTO^'

el he TLve^ ev rw irapeXrjXvdoTi, 'Xpovw ev tw K\rjp(p e^rda-

Orfaav^ el fx\v afie/jLTrrot kol aveTriXrjiTTOV (paveiev, civa^airrLa-

6evTe<; '^eLpoTovelcrOcoaav viro rod t>}9 Ka6o\LKrj^ ^EKKKTjaia^

eTTLCTKOTrov' el Be rj avaKpicn^ aveirnr^Beiov'; avTov<; evplaKOiy

KaOaLpelaOaL avTOv<; irpoarjKei. *ilcravTO)^ he koX Trepl rcov

hcaKOvta-acoVj koX 6\co<; Trepl tcov ev rw KaKovi i^eraLO/jievcov 6

avTo^i Tviro^ 7rapa(f)v\a^6^creTai,. ^EfivrjaOTjpbev he hiaKOVia-awv

Toov ev Tftj a'^ijfxaTL e^eracrOeLawv, eirel firjhe '^etpoOeaiav Tiva

e^ovaLV, ware e^dTTavTO<; ev TOt? \aiKOL<i avTa<; e^erd^eaOac,
" With respect to the Paulianists, who wish to return to the

Catholic Church, the rule which orders them to be re-baptized

must be observed. If some among them were fc^rmerly (as

^ Hieron. Epist. 85, ad Evagr. ; Van Espen, I.e. p. 102.

«C. 14, Dist 93.
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PauL'aiiists) members of the clergy, tliey must be re-ordained

by the bishop of the Catholic Church after they have been

re-baptized, if they have been blameless and not condemned.

If, on inquiry, they are found to be unworthy, they must be

deposed. The same will be done with respect to the dea-

conesses
;
and in general, the present rule will be observed for

all those who are on the list of the Church. We remind

those deaconesses who are in this position, that as they have

not been ordained, they must be classed merely among the

laity."

By Paulianists must be understood the followers of Paul

of Samosata, the anti-Trinitarian who, about the year 260,
had been made Bishop of Antioch, but had been deposed by
a great Synod in 269. As Paul of Samosata was heretical

in his teaching on the Holy Trinity, the Synod of Mcsea

applied here the decree passed by the Council of Aries in its

eighth canon : Si ad Ecdesiam aliquis de hceresi venerit, inter-

rogent eum symholum ; et si perviderint, eum in Fatre et Filio

et Sjpiritu Saiicto esse haptizaticm, manus ei tantum imponatur
ut accipiat Spiritum sanctum. Quod, si interrogatus non respon-

dcvit hanc Trinitatem, haptizetur.

The Samosatans, according to S. Athanasius, named the

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in administering baptism ;^ but

as they gave a false meaning to the baptismal formula, and

did not use the words Son and Holy Spirit in the usual

sense, the Council of Mcsea, like S. Athanasius himself, consi-

dered their baptism as invalid. Pope Innocent the First said

of them in his twenty-second epistle,
"
They do not baptize

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Spirit,"

wishing above all to make it understood by that, that they

gave to these names an altogether false signification.^

The Synod of Nicsea, regarding the baptism of the Paulian-

ists as invalid, would logically af&rm that their ordinations

were also without value
;

for he who is not really baptized
can clearly neither give nor receive holy orders. Accordingly
the Synod orders that the Paulianist clergy should be bap-
tized

;
but by a wise condescension they permit those among

these clergy who have received Catholic baptism, and who
* Athanas. Oral. ii. contra Arian. No. 43. ^ Of. Tillemont, I.e. iv. 126.
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have given proofs of ability and of good conduct, to be

ordained as clergy of the Catholic Churcli. Those who have

not these conditions are to be excluded.

The rest of the text presents insurmountable difficulties,

if the reading of the Greek manuscripts be adopted, Q)aavT(o<;

Kol irepl tS)v BiaKovLaacov. In this case, in fact, the canon

would order : The deaconesses of the Paulianists can, if they
are of irreproachable manners, retain their charge, and be

ordained afresh. But this sentence would be in direct con-

tradiction to the end of the canon, which declares that the

deaconesses have received no ordination, and ought to be

considered as simply laity. The difficulty disappears, if in

the first sentence we read with Gelasius,^ SiaKovcov instead of

ScaKovta-acov. The Frisca, with Theilo and Thearistus, wlio

in 419 translated the canons of Mcaea for the bishops of

Africa, have adopted the same reading as Gelasius. The

pseudo-Isidore and Gratian
^ have done the same

;

• whilst

Eufinus has not translated this passage, and Dionysius the

Less has read htaKoviaaSiv.

Van ESpen has tried to assign an intelligible meaning to

this canon, without accepting the variation adopted by so

great a number of authors.^ According to him, the Synod
meant to say this in the last sentence :

" We have mentioned

above in particular the deaconesses, because it would not have

been otherwise possible to grant them the conditions which

have been made for the Paulianist clergy, and because they
would have been looked upon as simple lay-persons, seeing

that they have not been ordained." It is easy to see that

Van Espen here inserts a meaning which is foreign to the

text. Aubespine
*
has attempted another explanation, which

has been in later times adopted by ;N"eander.^ He supposes
that the deaconesses of the Paulianists were of two kinds :

those who were really ordained, and those widows who had

never received ordination, and who had only by an abuse the

name of deaconesses. The canon would continue the first

in their charge, and place the second among the laity. But

^
Mansi, ii. 906.

"

Corpus juris, c. 52, causa 1, qucsst. 1,

3 Van Espen, I.e. p. 103. *
Tillcmont, I.e. p. 362.

*
Neander, I.e. S. 322.

1
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the text itself does not make the least allusion to these two

kinds of deaconesses
;
and what Neander alleges against the

opinion of those who read BiaKovcov instead of ZiaKovLcrawv has

no weight. According to him, it would have been super-

fluous to speak again specially of the deacons in this passage,

since the clergy in general had already been spoken of in

that which precedes. It may be answered, that if the Synod
wished to make it understood that the present rules extended

to all degrees of the clergy, there is an explanation of its

reason for making express mention of the deacons and in-

ferior clergy.

The words of the canon, iirei firjhe ^(eLpoOecriav riva e^ovaiv,
still make the meaning of the sense difficult, and appear

opposed to the variation we have adopted. It cannot be

denied that the Apostolical Constitutions really speak of the

ordination of deaconesses by the imposition of hands,^ and the

Council of Chalcedon speaks of it still more clearly in its

fifteenth canon. According to this canon, on the contrary,

the deaconesses would not have received any imposition of

hands. Valesius
^ and Van Espen

^ have sought to solve this

difficulty by saying that, at the time of the Council of Nicaea,

the custom had not yet been introduced of laying hands on

deaconesses. But the Apostolical Constitutions testify to the

contrary. Aubespine has put forward another explanation,*

which proceeds from his theory analysed above : he maintains

that the deaconesses of the Catholic Church were truly
ordained by the imposition of hands, but that among the

Paulianists there were two classes of deaconesses, an ordained

and an unordained. It seems to us that a third solution

of this difficulty might be found, put forward by Baronius,*

and adopted by Justell.^ In supposing that at the time of

the Council of Nicsea the deaconesses received imposition of

hands, it must, however, be remembered that this act was

essentially different from clerical ordination properly so called :

it was a mere benediction, not an ordination. In describing,

^ Constitut. Apostol. viii. 19.

* Annotat. ad Sozom. Hist. Eccl. viii. 9. ^ Van Espen, I.e. p. 103.
* Cf. Bingham, Origines, etc., i. 356. ^ Ad ann. 34, 'No. 288.
*
Bingham, I.e. p. 359.

2 E
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then, clerical ordination by 'x^eipoOea-la sensu strictiori, it might
be said that the deaconesses had received no x^cpoOeaLa.

The decree against the Meletians, and the eighth canon of

Nicsea against the N'ovatians, prove that the Fathers of Mcaea
took the word '^ecpodeala as synonymous with mere bene-

diction.

Can. 20.

^ETreiBrj TLvh elcriv iv Tjj KvpuiKfj yovv KkivovTS^ koI iv raU

rrj^ 7r6VT€Koa7rj<; r^jxepai^' virep rod iravra iv irdarj iraponcla

<f)v\dTT6adao, e(7TWTa<j eSofe ttj dyia avvoSo) ra? eu^a? dirO'

BtSovai Tc3 0ea).
" As some kneel on the Lord's day and on the days of

Pentecost, the holy Synod has decided that, for the observ-

ance of a general rule, all shall offer their prayers to God
standinsr."

TertulHan says in the third chapter of his book de Corona,

that Christians considered it wrong to pray kneeling on Sun-

days. This liberty of remaining standing, he adds, is granted
us from Easter to Pentecost. By the word IlevTrjKoaTr) the

single day of Pentecost must not be understood, but rather

the whole time between Easter and Pentecost. It is thus,

for example, that S. Basil the Great -^

speaks of the seven

weeks of the tt}? ic/oa? Il€VT7)Koo-ri]<;.^ Instead, then, of pray-

ing kneeling, as they did on other days. Christians prayed

standing on Sundays and during Eastertide. They were

moved in that by a symbolical motive : they celebrated

during these days the remembrance of the resurrection of

Christ, and consequently our own deliverance through His

resurrection. All the Churches did not, however, adopt this

practice ;
for we see in the Acts of the Apostles

^
that S. Paul

prayed kneeling during the time between Easter and Pente-

cost. The Council of Mcaea wished to make the usual prac-

tice the universal law
;
and the later Fathers of the Church,

e.g. Ambrose and Basil, show* that this custom spread more

and more. The Catholic Church has preserved to our days

^ De Spiritu sancto, c. 27.
2 See Suicer's Thesaraus at the word Uivrr^xorT^,

3 XX. 36 and xxi. 5.

* Cf. Van Espen, I.e. p. 104.
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the principal direction of this canon, and it has been inserted

in the Corpics Juris canonici}

Sec. 43. Paphnutius and the ^projected Law of Celibacy.

Socrates, Sozomen, and Gelasius affirm
^
that the Synod of

Nicsea, as well as that of Elvira (can. 33), desired to pass a

law respecting celibacy. This law was to forbid all bishops,

priests, and deacons (Sozomen adds subdeacons), who were

married at the time of their ordination, to continue to live with

their wives. But, say these historians, the law was opposed

openly and decidedly by Paphnutius, bishop of a city of the

Upper Thebais in Egypt, a man of a high reputation, who
had lost an eye during the persecution under Maximian.^

He was also celebrated for his miracles, and was held in so

great respect by the Emperor, that the latter often kissed the

empty socket of the lost eye.* Paphnutius declared with a

loud voice,
"
that too heavy a yoke ought not to be laid upon

the clergy; that marriage and married intercourse are of them-

selves honourable and undefiled
; that the Church ought not

to be injured by an extreme severity, for all could not live in

absolute continency : in this way (by not prohibiting married

intercourse) the virtue of the wife would be much more cer-

tainly preserved (viz. the wife of a clergyman, because she

might find injury elsewhere, if her husband withdrew from her

married intercourse).^ The intercourse of a man with his

lawful wife may also be a chaste intercourse. It would there-

fore be sufficient, according to the ancient tradition of the

Church, if those who had taken holy orders without being
married were prohibited from marrying afterwards

;
but those

clergy who had been married only once, as laymen, were not

to be separated from their wives (Gelasius adds, or being only
a reader or cantor)." This discourse of Paphnutius made so

much the more impression, because he had never lived in

matrimony himself, and had had no conjugal intercourse.

^ C. 13, Dist. 3, de consecratione.
2 Socrat. Hist Eccl. i. 11

;
Sozom. Hist. Eccl. i. 23

; Gelas. Cj^zic. Hist,

Concilii Nic. ii. 32 : in Mansi, ii. 906, and in Hard. i. 438.
3 Paifin. Hist. Eccl i, (x.) 4. * Rufin. I.e.

"
Compare the sixty-fifth canon of Elvira.
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Paphnutius, indeed, had been brought up in a monastery, and

his great purity of manners had rendered him especially

celebrated. Therefore the Council took the serious words of

the Eg3rptian bishop into consideration, stopped all discussion

upon the law, and left to each cleric the responsibility of

deciding the point as he would.

If this account be true, we must conclude that a law was

proposed to the Council of Mcsea the same as one which had

been carried twenty years previously at Elvira, in Spain : this

coincidence would lead us to believe that it was the Spaniard
Hosius who proposed the law respecting celibacy at Nica?a.^

The discourse ascribed to Paphnutius, and the consequent
decision of the Synod, agree very well with the text of the

Apostolic ConstitiUions, and with the whole practice of the

Greek Church in respect to celibacy.^ The Greek Church as

well as the Latin accepted the priQciple, that whoever had

taken holy orders before marriage, ought not to be married

afterwards. In the Latin Church, bishops, priests, deacons,

and even subdeacons,^ were considered to be subject to this

law, because the latter were at a very early period reckoned

among the higher servants of the Church, which was not the

case in the Greek Church.^ The Greek Church went so far as

to allow deacons to marry after their ordination, if previously

to it they had expressly obtained from their bishop permission
to do so. The Council of Ancyra affirms this (c. 10). We
see that the Greek Church wished to leave the bishops free to

decide the matter
;
but in reference to priests, it also pro-

hibited them from marrjdng after their ordination.^

Therefore, whilst the Latin Church exacted of those pre-

senting themselves for ordination, even as subdeacons, that

they should not continue to live with their wives if they were

married, the Greek Church gave no such proliibition ;
but if

the wife of an ordained clergyman died, the Greek Church

1 Cf. Drey, Neue untersucJiungen uber die Constitutionen und CaiKmen der

Apostel, S. 57 and 310.
2
vi. 17. Upon the question of celibacy and ecclesiastical legislation, cf. a

dissertation by the author, in der neuen Sion, 1853, Nr, 21 ff. Hefele treats

of what relates to the Latin Church as weU as to the Greek.

3 Cf. Concil. Elvir. can. 33.
* Cf. Drey, S. 311, Ic.

^ Cf. Drey, I.e. S. 309. See also the rule of the Council of Neocresarea, c. 1.
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allowed no second marriage. The A'postolic Constitutions^

decided this point in the same way. To leave their wives ^

from a pretext of piety was also forbidden to Greek priests ;

and the Synod of Gangra (c. 4) took up the defence of mar-

ried priests against the Eustathians. Eustathius, however,

was not alone among the Greeks in opposing the marriage
of all clerics, and in desiring to introduce into the Greek

Church the Latin discipline on this point. S. Epiphanius also

inclined towards this side.^ The Greek Church did not,

however, adopt this rigour in reference to priests, deacons,

and suhdeacons
;
but by degrees it came to be required of

bishops, and of the higher order of clergy in general, that they
should live in celibacy. Yet this was not until after the

compilation of the Apostolic Canons (c. 5) and of the Constitu-

tions
(I.e.) ;

for in those documents mention is made of bishops

living in wedlock, and Church history shows that there were

married bishops, for instance Synesius, in the fifth century.

But it is fair to remark, even as to Synesius, that he made it

an express condition of his acceptation, on his election to the

episcopate, that he might continue to live the married life.*

Thomassin believes that Synesius did not seriously require
this condition, and only spoke thus for the sake of escaping
the episcopal office

;
which would seem to imply that in his

time Greek bishops had already begun to live in celibacy.

At the Trullan Synod (c. 1 3) the Greek Church finally settled

the question of the marriage of priests. Baronius,^ Valesius,*^

and other historians, have considered the account of the part

taken by Paphnutius to be apocryphal. Baronius says, that

as the Council of Nicsea in its third canon gave a law upon

celibacy, it is quite impossible to admit that it would altei

such a law on account of Paphnutius. But Baronius is mis-

taken in seeing a law upon celibacy in that third canon : he

thought it to be so, because, when mentioning the women who

might live in the clergyman's house—his mother, sister, etc.—
^ Const, vi. 17. ^ Canones Apostol. n. 6.

3
Exjiplian. Expositio fidei, n. 21, at the end of his book de Hceresihus. Of.

Drey, I.e. S. 312
;
Baron, ad ann. 68. n, 20.

^
Thomassin, Vetus etnovaEccl. DiscipUna, P. i. lib. ii. c. 60, n. 16.

* Ad ann. 58, n. 21. ^ Annotat. ad Socrat. HiHt. Ecd. i. 11.
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the canon does not say a word about the wife. It had no

occasion to mention her; it was referring to the crvveiadKiot,

whilst these crvvecadKroi and married women have nothing in

common. Natalis Alexander gives this anecdote about Paph-
nutius in full:-^ he desired to refute Bellarmin, who consi-

dered it to be untrue, and an invention of Socrates to please

the Novatians. Natalis Alexander often maintains erroneous

opinions, and on the present question he deserves no confi-

dence. If, as S. Epiphanius
^
relates, the Novatians maintained

that the clergy might be married exactly like the laity, it

cannot be said that Socrates shared that opinion, since he

says, or rather makes Paphnutius say, that, according to ancient

tradition, those not married at the time of ordination should

not be so subsequently. Moreover, if it may be said that

Socrates had a partial sympathy with the ISTovatians, he cer-

tainly cannot be considered as belonging to them, still less

can he be accused of falsifying history in their favour. He

may sometimes have propounded erroneous opinions, but there

is a great difference between that and the invention of a whole

story.^ Valesius especially makes use of the argument ex

silentio against Socrates, (a.) Rufinus, he says, gives many
particulars about Paphnutius in his History of the Church:^

he mentions his martyrdom, his miracles, and the Emperor's
reverence for him, but not a single word of the business about

cehbacy. (&.) The name of Paphnutius is wanting in the list of

Egyptian bishops present at the Synod. These two arguments
of Valesius are very weak

;
the second has the authority of

Eufinus himself against it, who expressly says that Bishop

Paphnutius was present at the Council of Mcaea. If Valesius

means by lists only the signatures at the end of the acts of the

Council, this proves nothing ;
for these lists are very imperfect,

and it is well known that many bishops whose names are not

among these signatures were present at Nicaea.^ This argument
ex silentio is evidently insuf&cient to prove that the anecdote

about Paphnutius must be rejected as false, seeing that it is

in perfect harmony with the practice of the ancient Church,

1 Hist. Eccl. sec. iv. vol. iv. Diss. 19, p. 389 sqq., ed. Venet. 1778.
*
Epiphan. Hceres. 69, c. 4.

^ j^atal. Alex. I.e. p. 391.

* Rutin, i. 4.
* See above, sec. 35.
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and especially of the Greek Churcli, on the subject of clerical

marriages. On the other hand, Thomassin pretends that there

was no such practice,-^ and endeavours to prove by quotations

from S. Epiphanius, S. Jerome, Eusebius, and S. John Chry-

sostom, that even in the East priests who were married at the

time of their ordination were prohibited from continuing to

live with their wives.^ The texts quoted by Thomassin prove

only that the Greeks gave especial honour to priests living in

perfect continency, but they do not prove that this continence

was a duty incumbent upon all priests ;
and so much the less,

as the fifth and twenty-fifth apostolic canons, the fourth

canon of Gangra, and the thirteenth of the Trullan Synod,
demonstrate clearly enough what was the universal custom of

the Greek Church on this point. Lupus and Phillips
^
explain

the words of Paphnutius in another sense. According to them,

the Egyptian bishop was not speaking in a general way : he

simply desired that the contemplated law should not include

the subdeacons. But this explanation does not agree with

the extracts quoted from Socrates, Sozomen, and Gelasius, who
believe Paphnutius intended deacons and priests as well.

Sec. 44. Conclusion : Spurious Documents.

It was probably at the conclusion of its business that the

Council of Nicsea sent to the bishops of Egypt and Libya the

ofiicial letter containing its decisions relative to the three

great questions which it had to decide, viz. concerning Arian-

ism, the Meletian schism, and the celebration of Easter.*

When the Synod had completed its business, the Emperor
Constantine celebrated his vicennalia, that is, the twentieth

anniversary of his accession to the empire.^ Consequently
this festival shows the terminus ad quern of the Council. Con-

stantine was declared Emperor during the summer of 306
;

his vicennalia must therefore have taken place during the

summer or autumn of 325. In order to testify his peculiar

^
I.e. n.l5 sqq.

^
if. n, 1-14 incl.

3 Kirchenr. Bd. i. K. 64, note 4
; and Kirchenlex. von Wetzer und Welte,

ai't. Colibat, Bd, ii. S. 660.
* Socrat. Hist. Eccl. i. 9. See above, sees. 23, 37, and 49.
'^
]5evere2'. I.e. ii. 43 b.
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respect for the Fathers of Nicaea, i.e. for the Synod itself, the

Emperor invited all the bishops to a splendid repast in the

imperial palace. A hedge was formed of a multitude of sol-

diers with drawn swords
;
and Eusebius can find no words to

describe the beauty of the scene—to tell how the men of God

passed through the imperial apartments without any fear,

through the midst of all these swords. , At the conclusion of

the banquet, each bishop received rich presents from the Em-

peror.-^ Some days afterwards, Constantino commanded another

session to be held, at which he appeared in person, to exhort

the bishops to use every endeavour for the maintenance of

peace ;
he then asked them to remember him in their prayers,

and finally gave them all permission to return home. They
hastened to do so

;
and filled with joy at the great work of

pacification just concluded by the Emperor and the Council,

they made known its resolutions^ in their own countries.

On his part the Emperor also sent many letters, either in a

general way to all the Churches, or to the bishops who had

not been present at the Council
;
and in these letters he de-

clared that the decrees of the Council were to be considered

laws of the empire. Eusebius, Socrates, and Gelasius have

preserved three of these imperial edicts :^ in the first, Con-

stantino expresses his conviction that the Mcene decrees were

inspired by the Holy Spirit ;
which shows the great authority

and esteem in which the decisions of Mcaea were held from

the very beginning. S. Athanasius gives similar testimony.

He says, in the letter which he sent to the African bishops,

in the name of ninety bishops assembled in synod :

"
It (the

Synod of Mcaea) has been received by the whole world (irdaa

r) oLKov/iivr)) ;
and as several synods are just now being assem-

bled, it has been acknowledged by the faithful in Dalmatia,

Dardania, J.Iacedonia, Epirus, Crete, the other islands, Sicily,

Cyprus, Pamphilia, Lycia, Isauria, aU Egypt, Libya, and the

greater part of Arabia."
*

S. Athanasius expresses himseK in

like manner in his letter to the Emperor Jovian in 363 :^ he

1 EuseMi Vita Const iii. 15, 16. ^ Euseb. Ic. c. 20.

3 Socrat. Hist. Eccl. i. 9
;
Euseb. Vita Const, iii. 17-19 ;

Gelas. I.e. ii. 36 :

ill Mansi, ii. 919 sqq. ;
Hard. i. 445 sqq.

* Atbanasii Ep. ad AfroSy c. i.
; 0pp. vol. L P. ii. p. 712, ed Patay.

^
Ep. ad Jovian. ; 0pp. I.e. p. 623.
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often calls the Synod of Nicsea an oecumenical synod, adding
that a universal synod had been convoked, that provincial

councils, which might easily fall into error, might not have to

decide on so important a subject as Arianism.^ Finally, he

calls the Council of Mcaea " a true pillar, and a monument
of the victory obtained over every heresy."

^ Other Fathers

of the Church, living in the fourth or fifth centuries, speak of

the Council of ISTic^a in the same terms as S. Athanasius,

showing the greatest respect for its decisions. We may men-

tion Ambrose, Chrysostom, and especially Pope Leo the Great,

who wrote as follows : Sandi illi et venerahiles patres, qui in

urbe Kiccena, sacrilego Ario cum sua impietate damnato, man-

suras usque in finem mundi leges ecelesiasficorum canonum

condiderunt, et apud nos et in toto orhe terranom in suis consti-

tutionihus vivunt ; et si quid usquam aliter, quam illi statuere,

'prcesumitur, sine cunctatione cassatur : ut quce adjperpetuam utili-

tatem generaliter instituta stmt, mdla commutatione varientur^

Pope Leo therefore considered the authority of the Mcene
canons to be everlasting; and he says in the same epistle

(ch. 2), that they were inspired by the Holy Ghost, and that

no subsequent council, however great, could be compared to it,

still less preferred to it. (Leo here especially alludes to the

fourth (Ecumenical Council.) Eastern Christians had so much
reverence for the Council of Mcsea, that the Greeks, S3rrians,

and Egyptians even established a festival for the purpose of

perpetuating the remembrance of this assemblage of 318

bishops at Mcsea. The Greeks kept this festival on the Sun-

day before Pentecost, the Syrians in the month of July, the

Egyptians in November.* Tillemont says truly :

"
If one

wished to collect all the existing proofs of the great venera-

tion in which the Council of Mca^a was held, the enumera-

tion would never end. In all ages, with the exception of a few

heretics, this sacred assembly at Mcsea has never been spoken
of but with the greatest respect."

^

1
0pp. vol. i. P. i. p. 324, n. 7

; p. 102, n. 7 ; p. 114, n. 25
; p. 166, n. 4

;

vol. i. P. ii. p. 712, n. 2.

2 Ic. pp. 718 and 720. ^ j^^q j^^ ^^ joB, n. 4, ed. Bailer, t. i. p. 1165.
*
Tillemont, I.e. p. 293 ; Baron, ad ann. 325, n. 185.

*
Tillemont, I.e.

'



442 HISTORY OF THE COUNCILS.

The words of Pope Leo which we have quoted especially

show the high esteem in which Eome and the Popes held the

Council of Nicsea. The acts of the Synod were first signed,

as before said, by the representatives of the Holy See
;
and it

is perfectly certain that Pope Silvester afterwards sanctioned

what his legates had done. The only question is, whether the

Council of Nicsea asked for a formal approbation, and whether

it was granted in answer to their request. Some writers

have answered this question in the affirmative
;
but in order

to establish their opinion, have relied upon a set of spurious
documents. These are : 1st, A pretended letter from Hosius,

Macarius of Jerusalem, and the two Eoman priests Victor

and Vincentius, addressed to Pope Silvester, in the name of

the whole Synod. The letter says,
" that the Pope ought to

convoke a Eoman synod, in order to confirm the decisions of

the Council of Mcaea."-^ 2d, The answer of Pope Silvester,

and his decree of confirmation.^ Zd, Another letter from Pope
Silvester, of similar contents.^ 4:tli, The acts of this pretended
third Eoman Council, convoked to confirm the decisions of the

Council of Mcsea: this Council, composed of 275 bishops,

must have made some additions to the Mcene decrees.* To
these documents must be added, btli, the Constitutio Sihestri,

proceeding from the pretended second Eoman Council This

Council does not indeed speak of giving approval to the

Mcene decrees
;
but with this exception, it is almost identical

in its decisions and acts with those of the third Eoman
Council.^ These five documents have been preserved in seve-

ral Mss., at Eome, Koln, or elsewhere : they have been repro-

duced in almost aU the collections of the Councils
;
but now

all are unanimous in considering them to be spurious, as they

evidently are. They betray a period, a way of thinking, and

circumstances, later than those of the fourth century. The

barbarous, almost unintelligible Latin of these documents,

particularly points to a later century, and to a decay in the

Latin language, which had not taken place at the time of the

Nicene Synod.
"We may further observe on the subject of these documents :

^
Mansi, ii. 719. 2

Mansi, ii. 720.
^
Mansi, ii. 721.

*
Mansi, I.e. 1082 ; Hard. i. 527.

^
Mansi, I.e. 615 sqq.

I
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1. Concerning the first : (a.) Macarius of Jerusalem, in this

document, appears as the principal representative of the Synod
of Mcsea

;
and he is, in fact, made to take precedence of the

Patriarchs of Alexandria and of Antioch, who are not even

named. Now, at the period of the Council of Nicsea, the see of

Jerusalem had no peculiar place of eminence. (/8,)
In the super-

scription, instead of
"
the Synod of Mcsea," etc., the document

has the words,
"
the 3 1 8," etc., an expression which was not in

use at the time of the Council of Nicaea. (7.) This document

is dated viii. Cal. Julias : we should therefore be led to conclude,

if we trusted to that date, that the Council asked the Holy See

for approval of its work a few days after its commencement.

2. Constant and others prove the spuriousness of the second

document—namely, Silvester's supposed confirmation of the

Synod—on the following grounds :
—

(a.) There is in the document a reference to the (false)

Easter canon of Victorinus (or Victorius) of Aquitania. Now
Victorinus did not flourish until 125 years later, about the

middle of the fifth cefitury.-"^ It is true that DoUinger^ has

recently offered a different opinion respecting this Victorinus,

suggesting that it is not Victorius of Aquitania who is re-

ferred to, but a Eoman heretic (a Patripassian) of that name,
who lived at the beginning of the third century. This Vic-

torius was a contemporary of Pope Callistus and of the priest

(afterwards antipope) Hippolytus, and subsequently resisted the

Easter canon drawn up by the latter, which afterwards came

into use, and even the Church doctrine of the Trinity. In

favour of this theory is the fact, that in the fifth of these

forged documents Victorius is mentioned along with Callistus

and Hippolytus, and an anathema is pronounced upon all the

three. If Dollinger is right, as we cannot doubt, the argu-
ment of Constant must fall away ;

but the spuriousness of

the document is still entirely beyond doubt, and has been

recognised by Dollinger.

(y8.) At the end of the document an entirely false clirono-

logical date is given, Constantino VII. et Constantio Ccesare IV.

consulihus. When Constantine became consul for the seventh

^
Tdeler, Handhuch derVhronologie, Bd. ii. S. 276.

3 In his Hippolytus, S. 246 ff.
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time (a.d. 326), his son Constantius was invested with that

dignity for the first time, and not for the fourth. Such a

chronological error would certainly not have been committed

in a writing so important in the Eoman archives.

3. The spuriousness of the third document betrays itself

chiefly in the fact that it contains the anathema pronounced

upon Photinus of Sirmium, which was not put forth until the

year 351, at the first Synod of Sirmium.

4. The fourth document is rendered doubtful by the con-

sideration, that it is impossible for all the writers of ancient

times to have been silent on the subject of a Roman synod
so important, and at which 2*75 bishops were present.

Athanasius and Hilary speak ex professo of the synods of

that period ;
but neither of them says a word of this great

Roman Synod, nor gives the slightest intimation of it. Be-

sides, if we give credence to the superscription of this docu-

ment, the Synod must have been held in the presence of

Constantino the Great, whereas the Emperor was not once in

Rome during the whole of the year 325.-^ But even if, as

Binius has suggested, the words prcesento Constantino have

been erroneously removed from the place where they were

followed by ajpud Nicoenum, and placed in the title of this,

it cannot, however, be denied : (a.) That the decree passed

by this alleged Roman Synod, which orders that Easter shall

be celebrated between the 14th and 21st of Nisan, is non-

sensical and anti-Nicene. (yS.) Equally incompatible with

the Nicene period is the rule that clerics are not to be

brought before a secular tribunal. This ^privilegium fori was

at that time unknown. (7.) Equally absurd is the ordinance

respecting the degrees in advancing to the episcopate or the

presbyterate, which directs that one must be an Ostiarius for

a year, twenty years a Lector, ten years an Exorcist, five years

an Acolyte, five years a Subdeacon, and five years a Deacon ;

that is to say, altogether forty-six years in the ministry, be-

fore he could become a priest. Such an absurdity was cer-

tainly never promulgated by a Roman council.

5. We have no need to give a particular account of the

supposed acts of an alleged second Roman Council in 324,
1
Ceillier, Histoire gendrale des aiUeurs sacres, iv. 613.
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which form the fifth document, as they say nothing of a con-

firmation of the Mcene Synod. As, however, this document

seems to have proceeded from the same pen as the other

four,-^ we may, by way of showing how little knowledge the

forger had of that period, simply point out that this second

Eoman Council was professedly held during the Mcene

Synod, as is expressly stated in the Epilogue,^ and that it

came to an end on the 30th of May 324, that is to say, a

whole year before the beginning of that of Mcsea.

Constant suggests^ that all these documents must have

been forged in the sixth century. He has treated particu-

larly of the fifth of the^e spurious documents, and in his pre-

face^ he suggests that it was composed soon after the time of

Pope Symmachus. Symmachus had been unjustly accused of

several crimes, but was acquitted by a Synod which met in

501 or 503; and at the same time the principle was asserted,

that the Pope could not be judged by other bishops. In

order to establish this principle and that of the forum privi-

legiatum, which is closely connected with it. Constant says

they fabricated several documents, and among others this

fifth: the bad Latin in which it is written, and the fact

that it was discovered in a Lombard MS., have caused it to

be thought that it was composed by a Lombard residing at

Eome. A principal argument employed by Constant to show

that this piece dated from the sixth century, the period during
which Victorinus of Aquitania lived, has been overthrown by

Bollinger's hypothesis, to which we have referred.

All these documents are therefore without doubt apocry-

phal ;
but though they are apocryphal, we must not conclude

from this that all their contents are false, that is to say, that

the Council of Mcsea never asked Pope Silvester to give his

approval to their decrees. Baronius thinks that this request
was really made,^ and on our part we think we can add to

his arguments the following observations :

*
Ballerini, de antiquis coUectionihus, etc., in Galland's Sylloge dissert de

vetustis canonum collectionibm, i. 394
; Blascus, de collect, can. Isidori Merca^

ioris, in Galland, Sylloge, I.e. ii. 11, 14.

^
Mansi, ii. 615.

'
EpistolcB Pontificum, ed. Coustant. Proef. p. Ixxxvi.

*
§ 99. 6 Ad ann. 325, n. 171 and 172.
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(a.) We know that the fourth (Ecumenical Council, held

at Chalcedon, sent to Pope Leo their acts to be approved

by him. Anatolius Patriarch of Constantinople wrote in the

following manner to Leo : Gestorum vis omnis et confirmatio

auctoritati vestrce Beatitudinis fuerit reservata} The Council

speaks in the same way as Anatolius in the letter which they
wrote to the Pope : Omnem vdbis gestorum vim insinuavimus,

ad comiorohationem nostrce sinceritatis, et ad eorum, qucB a nobis

gesta sunt, firmitatem et consonantiam? The Emperor Marcian

also regarded this approval of the Pope as necessary for the

decrees passed at Chalcedon; and he asked repeatedly and

earnestly for this approval, with the suggestion that it should

be given in a special writing ;
and he directed that it should

also be read everywhere in his Greek dominions, that there

might be no doubt of the validity of the Council of Chalcedon

The Emperor says he is astonished that the Pope had not

sent these letters of approval: Quas videlicet in sanctissimis

ecclesiis ^erlectas in omnium oportebat notitiam venire. This

omission, he goes on, nonnullorum animis amhiguitatem multam

injecit, utrum tua Beatitudo, quce in sancta synodo decreta sunt,

confirmaverat Et oh eam rem tua pietas literas mittere digna-

hiticr, jper quas omnibus ecclesiis et ^opulis manifestum fiat, in

sancta synodo peracta a tua Beatitudine rata haberi.^

^ (b.)
These texts, explicit as they are, authorize us in believ-

ing, not quite without doubt, but nevertheless with a certain

degree of probability, that the principles which guided the

fourth Council were not strange to the first
;
and this pro-

bability is greatly increased by the fact that a Synod com-

posed of more than forty bishops, assembled from all parts of

Italy, very explicitly and confidently declared, and that in

opposition to the Greeks, that the 318 bishops at Nicaea con-

firmationem rerum, atque auctoritatem sanctce Bomance ecclesice

detulerunt^

(c.) Socrates tells us that Pope Julius asserted:^ Canon

1
0:pera S. Leon. M. (edit. Bailer.), i. 1263; cf. p. 1126, and ibid. not. 8,

p. 1134.
2 Ibid. p. 1100.
' Rid. p. 1182 sq. Cf. p. 1113 and 1120.
<
Mansi, vii. 1140 ; Hard. ii. 856. ^ Hist. Eccl. ii. 17.
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€cclesiasticiis vetat, ne decreta absque sentenfia episcopi Eomani

ecclesiis sanciantur. Pope Julius then clearly declared not

only that oecumenical councils ought to be approved by the

Bishop of Eome, but also that a rule of ecclesiastical dis-

cipline (canon ecclesiasticus) demanded this. • We must not

regard these words as an allusion to this or that particular

canon. But as Pope Julius filled the Holy See only eleven

years after the Council of Mcsea, we are forced to believe

that such a rule must have existed at the time of the Nicene

Synod.

(d.) The Collectio Dionysii exigui proves that, about the year

500, it was the general persuasion at Eome that the acts

of the Council of McoBa had been approved by the Pope.

Dionysius in fact added to the collection of the Mcene acts :

Et placuit, id licec omnia mitterenticr ad episcopum Eomce Sil-

vestrum} It is this general persuasion which probably made

people think of fabricating the false documents of which we
have spoken, and gave the forger the hope of passing his wares

as genuine.

^
Coustant, Epistolce Pontificiim, 'prcef. pp. Ixxxii. and Ixxix. ; and App. pp.

,51, 52. Cf. Hard. i. 311 ; Richer, who opposes Dionysius, Hist. Condi, i.

3 4.





APPENDIX.

THE SO-CALLED APOSTOLIC CAKONS.

ABOUT
the year 500 A.D., Dionysius the Less, who was an

abbot in a monastery at Eome, translated a collection of

canons from Greek into Latin, for Bishop Stephen of Salona,

at the head of which he placed fifty canons, which, according

to him, proceeded from the apostles, and had been arranged

and collected by their disciple Clement of Eome. Dionysius

placed after them the canons of Mcsea, of Ancyra, of Constan-

tinople, of Chalcedon, etc. We are still in possession not

only of this collection, but even of its -Prcefatio, which was

addressed to Bishop Stephen : it is to be found in every good
collection of the Councils.-^ The words of this preface,

Ganones, qui dicicntur apostolorum, show that Dionysius had

some doubt as to the apostolic origin of these canons, which

is made more evident when he adds : quibus plurimi conseTisum

non prcehuere facilem. Dr. von Drey, who is the author of

the best work upon these apostolic canons, and also upon
the Apostolic Constitutions, thinks^ that by plurimi we must

here understand only the Greeks, for the translation by

Dionysius is the first Latin translation of these canons. This

last statement is true
;
but we must not conclude from it that

the Greek text of these canons was not known in the West,

and especially in Italy, where at this period so many spoke

Greek. We must not conclude, however, that this sentence

of Dionysius, Quamvis 'postea qiccedam constituta pontijkum
ex ipsis canonibus assumpta esse videanticr, referred to the

Popes: the word pontificcs rather signifies the bishops, and

^ Hard. Collect. Condi, i. 1 ; Mansi, Collect. Condi, i. 3.

» S. 206.

2 F
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especially the Greek bishops, who made use of the so-called

apostolic canons in their Synod, in the arrangement of their

own canons.

About fifty years after Dionysius the Less, Joannes Scho-

lasticus of Antioch, who was made Patriarch of Constantinople
in 565, published a Greek collection of canons, GvvTa^yba

Kavovwv, which also contained the apostolic canons
;
but instead

of numbering fifty, they here amounted to eighty-five. This

collection is still in existence, and was printed in the second

volume in folio of the Bibliotheca juris canonici, by Voellus

and Justellus (Paris 1661). The arrangement of the apostolic

canons is here also attributed to Clement of Eome, and

Joannes Scholasticus implies that the most ancient Greek col-

lections of canons also contain the eighty-five apostolic canons.^

It is undeniable that the Greek copy which Dionysius had

l)efore him belonged to a different family of collections of

Councils from that used by Joannes Scholasticus, for they
differ frequently, if not essentially, both in text and in the

way of numbering the canons
;
and hence it is explained how

Dionysius the Less knew only of fifty apostolic canons. It

is supposed that at first there were indeed only fifty in cir-

culation, and that the thirty-five others were added subse-

quently. However that may be, it is quite certain that, if

Dionysius the Less did omit these thirty-five canons, it was

not out of consideration for Eome, as was suggested by De
Marca ;

for none of these canons was so much calculated to

shock the Eoman Church as was the forty-sixth of the first

series, which, in contradiction of the Eoman practice, declared

all baptism by heretics to be invalid.^

When Joannes Scholasticus became Patriarch of Constan-

tinople, he brought his collection, and consequently also the

eighty-five apostolic canons contained in it, into ecclesiastical

use; and in 792, in its second canon, the Trullan Synod de-

clared not only that the eighty-five apostolic canons had the

force of laws, but besides this, that they must be considered

as of apostolic origin, whilst they rejected the Apostolic Con-

ztitutions. It is quite true, it says, that the apostolic canons^

*
Bickell, GeschicJite des Kirchenrechts, Giessen 1843, S. 76.

« VgL Drey, I.e. 207 ; Bickell, I.e. 85. 3 c. 85.
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recommend the observance of the Constitutions ; but as the

latter were soon falsified, the Synod could not accept them.

It did not, however, doubt their apostolic origin.-^

The Synod in Trullo being, as is well known, regarded as

oecumenical by the Greek Church, the authenticity of the

eighty-five canons was decided in the East for all future time.

It was otherwise in the "West. At the same period that

Dionysius the Less translated the collection in question for

Bishop Stephen, Pope Gelasius promulgated his celebrated

decree, de lihris non reci^pienclis. Drey mentions it,^ but in a

way which requires correction. Following in this the usual

opinion, he says that the Synod at Eome in which Gelasius

published this decree was held in 494
;
but we shall see here-

after^ that this Synod was held in 496. Also Drey considers

himself obliged to adopt another erroneous opinion, according
to which Gelasius declared in the same decree the apostolic

canons to be apocryphal. This opinion is to be maintained

only so long as the usual text of this decree is consulted, as

the original text as it is given in the ancient manuscripts
does not contain the passage which mentions the apostolic

canons.* This passage was certainly added subsequently,

with many others, probably by Pope Hormisdas (514-543),
when he made a new edition of the decree of Gelasius. As

Dionysius the Less published his collection in all probability

subsequently to the publication of the decree of Gelasius, pro-

perly so called, in 496, we can understand why this decree

did not mention the apostolical canons. Dionysius the Less

did not go to Eome while Gelasius was living, and did not

know him personally, as he himself says plainly in the Prcefatio

of his collection of the papal decrees.^ It is hence also plain

how it was that in another collection of canons subsequently
made by Dionysius, of which the preface still remains to us,

he does not insert the apostolic canons, but has simply this

remark :

^
Quos non admisit universalitas, ego quogiie in hoc

» Cf. Hard. iii. 1659. 2 g. 214.
3
[Hefele, Conciliengeschichte, Bd. ii.]

* Cf. Ballerini, edit. 0pp. S. Leonis M. vol. iii. p. clviii. n. iii. ; and Mansi,
viii. 170.

6 Hard. i.
« Cf. BickeU, S. 75.
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opere prcetermisi. Dionysius the Less, in fact, compiled this

new collection at a time when Pope Hormisdas had already

explicitly declared the apostolic canons to be apocryphal.^

Notwithstanding this, these canons, and particnlarly the fifty

mentioned by Dionysius the Less, did not entirely fall into

discredit in the West
;
but rather they came to be received,

because the first collection of Dionysius was considered of

great authority. They also passed into other collections, and

particvilarly into that of the pseudo-Isidore; and in 1054,

Humbert, legate of Pope Leo ix., made the following declara-

tion : dementis liber, id est itinerarium Petri apostoli et canones

apostolorum numerantur inter apocryjpha, EXCEPTis capitulis

QUINQUAGINTA, quce decreverunt o'-egidis orthodoxis adjungenda.

Gratian also, in his decree, borrowed from the fifty apostolic

canons, and they gradually obtained the force of laws. But

many writers, especially Hincmar of Eheims, like Dionysius
the Less, raised doubts upon the apostolical origin of these

canons. From the sixteenth century the opinion has been uni-

versal that these documents are not authentic
;
with the excep-

tion, however, of the French Jesuit Turrianus, who endeavoured

to defend their genuineness, as well as the authenticity of the

pseudo-Isidorian decrees. According to the Centuriators of

Magdeburg, it was especially Gabriel d'Aubespine Bishop of

Orleans, the celebrated Archbishop Peter de Marca, and the

Anglican Beveridge, who proved that they were not really

compiled by the apostles, but were made partly in the second

and chiefly in the third century. Beveridge considered this

collection to be a repertory of ancient canons given by Synods
in the second and third centuries. In opposition to them, the

Calvinist Dallaeus (Daille) regarded it as the work of a forger

who lived in the fifth and sixth centuries; but Beveridge

refuted him so convincingly, that from that time his opinion,

with some few modifications, has been that of all the learned.

Beveridge begins with the principle, that the Church in the

very earliest times must have had a collection of canons
;
and

he demonstrates that from the commencement of the fourth

century, bishops, synods, and other authorities often quote, as

documents in common use, the Kavcbv airoaTokiKo^, or k/cKkrj^

.
1
BickeU, l.c
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<Tia(jTLKo<;, or ap'^ato^ ;
as was done, for instance, at the Council

of NiCcTa, by Alexander Bishop of Alexandria, and by the

Emperor Constantino, etc.^ According to Beveridge, these

quotations make allusion to the apostolic canons, and prove

that they were already in use he/ore the fourth century.

Dr. V. Drey's work, undertaken with equal learning and

critical acuteness, has produced new results.^ He has proved,

1st, that in the primitive Church there was no special codex

canonum in use
; 2d, that the expression kuvoov airoarokLKOfs

does not at all prove the existence of our apostolic canons, but

rather refers to such commands of the apostles as are to be

found in Holy Scripture (for instance, to what they say about

the rights and duties of bishops), or else it simply signifies

this :

"
Upon this point there is a rule and a practice which

can be traced back to apostolic times;" but not exactly a

written law.^ As a summary of Drey's conclusions, the fol-

lowing points may be noted :
—Several of the pretended apos- /

tolic canons are in reality very ancient, and may be assigned

to apostolic times
;
but they have been arranged at a much

more recent period, and there are only a few which, having
been borrowed from the Apostolic Constitutions, are really

more ancient than the Council of Mcsea. Most of them were /

composed in the fourth or even in the fifth century, and are

hardly more than repetitions and variations of the decrees

of the Synods of that period, particularly of the Synod of

Antioch in 341. Some few* are even more recent than

the fourth CEcumenical Council held at Chalcedon, from the

canons of which they have been derived. Two collections of

the apostolic canons have been made : the first after the

middle of the fifth century ;
the second, containing thirty-five

more than the other, at the commencement of the sixth cen-

tury. From these conclusions Drey draws up the following

table :^—

* Cf. Bickell, Gesclilch. des Kirchenreclits, S. 82, where all the Quotations from

ancient authors are collected.

2 Neue Untersuchungen iiber die Constitutionen u. Canones der Apostd,

Tubing. 1832.
3 Cf. Drey, I.e. S. S79 ff. ; Bickell, l.c, S. 81 and S. 6.

* C. 30, 81, 83.

» S. 403 ff.
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The apostolic canons are taken,
—

1. C. 1, 2, 7, 8, 17, 18, 20, 27, 34, 46, 47, 49, 51, 52,

53, 60, 64, and 65, from the six first books of the Apostolic

Constitutions, which originated in the East, and particularly
in Syria, in the second half of the third century.

2. C. 79, from the eighth book of the Apostolic Constitu-

tions, considerably more recent than the six first, but which,

together with the seventh, was united to the six first books

before 325.

3. C. 21-24 and 80, from the Council of Mcsea.

4. C. 9-16 inclusive, c. 29, 32-41 inclusive, and 76, from

the Council of Antioch held in 341.

5. C. 45, 64, 70, and 71, from the Synod of Laodicea.

6. C. 75, from the sixth canon of the Council of Constan-

tinople, held in 381.

7. C. 28, from the Synod of Constantinople, held in 394.

8. C. 30, 67, 74, 81, 83, from the fourth (Ecumenical

Council.

9. C. 19 is an imitation of the second canon of !N"eoc3esarea.

10. C. 2 5 and 2 6 are from Basil the Great.

11. C. 69 and 70 from the pretended letter of S. Igna-
tius to the Philippians.

12. Eather less than a third of the apostolic canons are

of unknown origin.

Bickell, in his History of Ecclesiastical Law, while he adopts
for the most part Drey's conclusions, has shown that he brought
down the origin of our canons to a period somewhat too

recent. When, for instance. Drey supposes that the thirtieth

apostolic canon is taken from the second canon of the fourth

(Ecumenical Council held at Chalcedon, that the eighty-first

apostolic canon is taken from the third canon, and the eighty-

third apostolic canon from the seventh canon of the same

Council, BickeU remarks that the three canons of Chalcedon,

of which we are speaking, certainly bear some analogy to

the apostolic canons
;
but this analogy, he says, is far from

being striking, and certainly does not prove that the composer
of these canons extracted them from those of the Council

Besides, it must not be forgotten, that in giving directions as

to what is to be done when a bishop is formally disobedient
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(that he should be cited three times), the Council of Chalcedon,

nay, even that of Ephesus (431) and that of Constantinople

(448), quote canons which they call ecclesiastical and divine.-^

Now these canons are nothing else but the seventy-fourth

apostolic canon, which alone gives directions as to what is to

be done in such a case. Bickell further quotes a passage
from the acts of the seventh session of the Synod of Ephesus
held in 431, in which Eheginus Archbishop of Cyprus, in a

memorandum of which we have now only the Latin transla-

tion, appeals to the canones apostolici, and to the definitiones

Niccencc Synodi, to prove his Church to be independent of that

of Antioch.^ If, as we doubt not, Eheginus intends here to

speak of the apostolic canons, and especially of the thirty-

sixth (according to Dionysius), it is evident that these canons

were then in use. This may be further proved from the

Synod of Constantinople held in 394,^ which, in the words

Ka6oi)<; ol aTToaroXiKol Kavove^ Bicopia-avTo, seems to allude to the

apostolic canons.

It is true that Drey endeavours to explain Kavove^ aTroa--

roKiKol in the sense pointed out above; but it is probable

that we must here think of canons formulated and written,

and not only of an ancient ecclesiastical practice. In fact, (a)

there is no ancient ecclesiastical custom which ordains that

a disobedient bishop should be summoned three times. (/S) At

such a recent period, when there were already collections of

canons, it was more natural to quote these canons than a

simple ecclesiastical tradition. (7) The definitiones Niccence

SynodA and the canones apostolici would not have been placed

on an equal footing if these canones had not been positively

reduced to form. (8) Since these ancient Synods themselves

quoted canons which they called apostolic, and which, as we
have seen, were then in use, it must be concluded that it was

not the apostolic canons which were framed according to the

canons of these Councils, but that the reverse was the case.

Drey, as we have abeady remarked, supposes that a great

number of the apostolic canons were taken from those of

1 In Mansi, iv. 1136 sq., 1228, vi. 712, 1038 sqq., 1095
;
Hard. i. 13G0 sq.,

1433, ii. 148, 340, 377.
2
Mansi, iv. 1485 ;

Hard i. 1617. »
Mansi, iii. 853 ; Hard. i. 957.
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the Council of Antiocli held in 341, and Bickell agrees with

him on this point.-^ It cannot be denied that Drey's opinion
has much to be said for it : it does not, however, appear to

US quite unassailable
;
and perhaps it may still be possible

to prove that the canons of this Council of Antioch were

rather taken from the apostolic canons. It may also be the

same with the Synod of Mcaea, which, in its first, second,

fifth, and fifteenth canons, alludes to ancient canons in use

in the Church. Perhaps the Council placed the canons re-

ferred to among the apostolic canons which may have circu-

lated in the Church before being inserted in our present

collection. This hypothesis is in a certain way confirmed

by a document to which Galland^ has drawn attention, but

which Drey and Bickell have overlooked. We have mentioned

in the present volume, that in 1738 Scipio Maffei published
three ancient documents, the first of which was a Latin trans-

lation of a letter written on the subject of Meletius by the

Egyptian bishops Hesychius, Phileas, etc. This letter was

written during the persecution of Diocletian, that is, between

303 and 305: it is addressed to Meletius himself, and

especially accuses him of having ordained priests in other

dioceses. This conduct, they tell him, is contrary to aU

ecclesiastical rule {aliena a more divino et eegula ecclesias-

tica), and Meletius himseK knows very well that it is a lex

patrum et propatrum . . , in alienis parceciis non licere alicui

episcoporum ordinationes celebrare? Maffei himself supposes
that the Egyptian bishops were here referring to the thirty-

fifth canon (the thirty-sixth according to the enumeration of

Dionysius), and this opinion can hardly be controverted.

The Greek text of the apostolic canons exists in many
ancient manuscripts, as well in those which contain the Apos-
tolic Constitutions (and then they are placed at the end in a

chapter by themselves *),
as in the manuscripts of ancient col-

lections of canons. In the ancient collections they generally

number eighty-five, corresponding to the number found in the

1
BickeU, S. 79 f.

2 Biblioth. vet. PP. t. iii. Prolog, p. x.

*
Routh, Peliquice sacrce, iii. 381, 382.

* Lib. viii. c. 47.
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copies employed by Dionysius the Less and Joannes Scho-

lasticus.^ On the other hand, when they are collected in the

manuscripts of the Apostolic Constitutiotis, they are divided

into seventy-six canons.^ For it must not be forgotten that

in ancient times the number of canons, and the way in which

they were divided, varied greatly.

The fifty apostolic canons in the translation by Dionysius
the Less appeared for the first time in the collection of the

Councils by Merlin,^ published in 1523, and they are found

in the more recent collections of Hardouin* and Mansi.^

The Greek text was edited for the first time by Gregory
Haloander in 1531. In 1561, Gentianus Hervetus pub-
lished a superior edition of them. These two latter authors

divide the canons into eighty-four, and Hervetus' division

has been adopted by Hardouin,^ Mansi,^ and Bruns.^ In

our edition we also have adopted the number of eighty-five,

at the same time accepting for the fifty -first the division

established by Dionysius the Less. For the sake of per-

spicuity, we have besides placed the two methods of enu-

meration side by side : first that of Dionysius the Less, then

that of Hervetus, Hardouin, Mansi, and Bruns
;
so much the

more, as all our quotations up to this time have been made

according to the second enumeration. We shall also borrow

their Greek text from those authors, which here and there

differs from the text placed at the end of the ConstitvMoiis?

The Latin translation of the first fifty canons is by Dionysius
the Less ;

that of the last thirty-five is by Cotelerius.

1 We must mention, however, that Scholasticus gives No. 51 twice over
;
but

the first No. 51 is an entirely unknown canon. Cf. Biblioth. jur. can. of Yoellus

et Justellus, vol. ii. p. 569, tit. xxxvi.
2 Cf. the edit. Patrum Apostolic. 0pp. i. 442 sqq., by Cotelerius. Ueltzen

replaces the number of 85 in his new edition of the Apostolic Constitutions,

1853, p. 238 sqq.
3 See above, p. 67. * Hard. i. 33 sqq.

^
Mansi, i. 49 sqq.

6 Vol. i. p. 9 sqq.
^ Vol. i. p. 29 sqq.

« Bihl Ecclesiast. i. 1 sqq. Cf. Bickell, I.e. S. 72 f.

* See this text in the edd. of the Constit. Apostol. by Cotelerius and Ueltzen.
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KANONES
TflN AnnN KAI nANSEHTXlN AnOSTOAHN.

Begulce ecclesiasticce sanct07iim apostolorum prolatce 'per Clementem

Ecclesice Bomance pontificem.

Can. 1.

^Eirla-KOTTO'^ '^eipoToveladco viro eiriGKoirtdV Suo r\ rpLwv,

Episcopus a duobus aut tribus episcopis ordinetur.

According to Drey/ this canon is among those whose apos-

tolic origin cannot indeed be proved, but which dates back

to a very remote antiquity, that is, to the first three centuries

of the Christian era. Its sources are certainly the Aijostolio

Constitutions?

Can. 2.

TIp€(r/3vT€po^ v(j) €V09 iirLaKOTTOv 'X^etpOTOveiaOco, koI hicLKOVO^

Kot 01 XoLTTol KkrjpLKoL

Presbyter ab uno episcopo ordinetur, et diaconus et reliqui

clerici.

The same remarks are applicable as to the first canon.

Can. 3.

EX Ti9 eirla-KO'TTO'^ rj irpeafivrepo^; nrapa Tr)v tov Kvpiov Std*

Ttt^iv, Tr)v eirl ry Ova[a, TrpoaeviyKr) erepd riva iirl to OvaLa-

GTrjpLov, Tj fiiXi rj ydXa rj olvtI olvov crUepa rj iTnrrjBevTa rj opvei^

rj ^6)d TLva rj oairpia, w? irapd rrjv hiaTa^iv Kvplov iroLwv,

Ka6aip€ia6(0, 7rXr)v vicov
')(^LBp(ov rj (7Tacj)v\rj<^, tS KacpM rfti

BiovTL.

Si quis episcopus et presbyter prseter ordinationem Domini

alia qusedam in sacrificio offerat super altare, id est aut mel,

aut lac, aut pro vino siceram, aut confecta quaedam, aut vola-

tilia, aut animalia aliqua, aut legumina, contra constitutionem

Domini faciens, congruo tempore, deponatur.
The Latin text by Dionysius the Less, and the Greek text

as it is to be found in the collections of the Councils, here

present variations on several points. Thus, (a) the Greek text

1
l.c. S. 264-271. *

iii. 20, viii. 4, 27.
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unites into one single canon what Dionysins divides into ISTos. 3

and 4
;

so that in the collections of the Councils the numbers

of the Greek text no longer coincide with those of the trans-

lation by Dionysius. We have preserved the enumeration of

Dionysius, and have accordingly divided the Greek canon into

two. (h) We have not, however, thus produced complete

harmony between the two texts
; for, according to the Greek

text, the words jprceter novas sjpicas et uvas belong to the third

canon, whilst according to Dionysius they form part of the

fourth. These words are evidently a translation of the Greek

phrase, TfXrjv vecov '^IBpcov rj (TTacl)v\7]<;. (c) Bearing in mind
these transpositions, the words congruo tempore in the third

canon may be explained as follows :

"
Except fresh ears of

corn and grapes when it is the right time for them." (d) If

the words froeter novas sjoicas et uvas are not placed in the third

canon, but in the fourth, we must also place the words congruo

tempore in the fourth, and then the meaning is the same as

before. As to the antiquity of canons 3-5, we will make the

following remarks :
—

4-11 three speak of what ought or ought
not to be offered upon the altar. The substance of these

rules is ancient : one might even perhaps say that it is partly

ordained by our Lord Himself
;
and it is to this that the first

words of the third canon refer. The details contained in this

same third canon seem to have been inserted in order to combat

the customs of the ancient heretics. The fourth and fifth

canons are hardly more than explanations and commentaries

on the third, and thus betray a more recent origin.-^

Can. 4 (3).

M.r] i^ov Be earco Trpoa-dyeaOal to erepov eh to OvaiacrTriptoVy

rj ekaiov et9 Tr]v Xvyyiav Koi Ovfilajbua tS KaLpw t^9 a'yla^

'n-poa^opd<;.

Offerri non licet aliquid ad altare praeter novas spicas et

uvas, et oleum ad luminaria, et thymiama id est incensum,

tempore quo sancta celebratur oblatio.

Can. 5 (4).

*H dWr] Tracra oiroopa eh oIkov a7roaTeWecrd(o, dirap'^r) to)

iiria-KOTra) koI Toh irpea^VTepoi^, oXkd fir) 77/309 to OvaLaaTTjpcoV
'

Vgl. Drey, I.e. S. 335 ff.
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BrjXov Se, ft)? C7ri<TK07ro<; kol ol irpea^vrepoL iirifiepl^ovaL to7^

hiaKOVOL^ KOL T0t9 Xot7rOt9 Kk7}pLK0l<i.

Keliqua poma omnia ad domum, primitisB episcopo et pres-

byteris, dirigantur, nee offerantur in altari. Certum est autem,

quod episcopus et presbyteri dividant et diaconis et reliquis

clericis.

For these two, see the remarks on the third canon.

Can. 6 (5).

^ETTiaKOTTO^ Tf '7rpeapvT€po<; rj hiaKovo^ T7]v eavrov yvvalKa

fiT) ifc/SaWeTco Trpocfxiaei evXa/Seiaf;' eav he eK/SdWrj^ acjiopL^iaOa}'

iTTifievoov Be, KaOatpelaOco.

Episcopus aut presbyter uxorem propriam sub obtentu reli-

gionis nequaquam abjiciat ;
si vero ejecerit, excommunicetur

;

et si perseveraverit, dejiciatur.

Drey-^ supposes that Eustathius of Sebaste gave occasion

for this canon towards the middle of the fourth century.

Compare canons 1 and 4 of the Synod of Gangra. According
to the Greek text, it would be necessary to place the words

et diaconus after the word presbyter in the Latin translation.

Can. 7 (6).

^E7rLCTK07ro<; r irpecr^vrepo^ rj Blclkovo^ KO(TfiLKa<; ^povrlBa^

fi7] avaXapb^aveTco' el Be fxr], KaOacpelaOco.

Episcopus aut presbyter aut diaconus nequaquam seculares

curas assumat
;
sin alitor, dejiciatur.

This belongs to the most ancient canons, which contain

rules perhaps proceeding from the apostles and their disciples ;

but it must have been arranged more recently (in the third

century). The Apostolic Constitutions^ contain a similar rule.*

Can. 8 (7).

JSl' re? eTria-KOTTOf; fj irpeafByrepo^ fj BidKOVO^ rrjv or/lav rov

TId(T')(a r^fjuepav irpo Trj^; eapivrj<i laTjfieplas fiera ^lovBalcov

iTrtreXeorei,, KaOatpeladco.

Si quis episcopus aut presbyter aut diaconus sanctum

Paschse diem ante vernale sequinoctium cum Juda3is celebra-

verit, abjiciatur.

We have seen in the present volume that a fresh difficulty
1 Constit AjJosL S. 341. 2 ^ q^

3
D^gy^ g^ 240-2iS and 403.
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arose during the third century, added to those abeady existing,

for determining? the time for celebratincj the Easter festival.

After having discussed whether it ought to be fixed according
to the day of the week or the day of the month, and after

having inquired at what time the fast should end, it was

besides questioned, during the third century, whether Easter

ought always to be celebrated after the vernal equinox. The

Council of Mcsea answered this question in the affirmative—
if not expressly, at least implicitly.-^ The Synod of Antioch,

held in 341, gave a similar decision, and Bickell considers

that^ this canon was taken from the first canon of Antioch.

Drey,^ on the contrary, believes that the canon of Antioch

was derived from the Ajoostolic Constitutions^

Can. 9 (8).

El Tt? iiTicrKOTTO^ rj TrpecrjSvrepof; y hiaKOVO^ rj i/c tov Kara-

\6jov TOV lepaTLKOV 7rpoo-(popd<; ryevofjbevr]<s firj fMeTaXd/Sot, rrjv

alrlav elirdTco' koI iav evXoyo^; y, avyyvoiixrj'i rvy^aveTW el 5e

IJjT] XejeL, a(f>opL^6ada), eo? alTio^ fiXdj3r)<; yevofiepo^ T(p \cm kol

VTTovoiav 'iTOirj(Ta<; Kara tov irpoaeve^yKavTo^.

Si quis episcopus aut presbyter aut diaconus vel quilibet

ex sacerdotali catalogo facta oblatione non communicaverit,

aut causam dicat, ut si rationabilis fuerit, veniam consequatur,
aut si non dixerit, communione privetur, tanquam qui populo
causa Isesionis extiterit, dans suspicionem de eo, qui sacrifi-

cavit, quod recte non obtulerit.

The Latin text of Dionysius the Less seems to imply that

these words ought to- have been added at the end of the

Greek text, w? pur] vyi(o<^ dvevejKovTo^ (as if he had not regu-

larly offered) ;
and these words are to be found in some Greek

manuscripts. As to the antiquity of this canon, see the note

on the one foUo^ving.

Can. 10 (9).

TIdvTa<; T0U9 elaLovTa^; inaTov^ /cat twv ypa<pcov aKovovTaf;,

1X7) irapapLevovTa^^ 8e ttj Trpoaev^fj koX ttj dyla pLeTaXri-y^eu, w?

CLTa^iav ipbiroiovvTa'^ Ty iKKXrjala, dcpopl^eaOat XPV'
Omnes fideles, qui ingrediuntur ecclesiam et scripturas

audiunt, non autem perseverant in oratione, nee sanctam com-
1 See above, sec. 37. 2 g, 331. 3 g. 403. * ConstU. Apost. v. 17.
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munionem percipiunt, velut inquietudines ecclesiae commo-

ventes, convenit comnninione privare.

This tenth canon is evidently connected with the ninth.-^

Drey believes that in substance they are both very ancient,

and arose from those times of persecution, during which some
Christians abstained from receiving the holy communion from

remorse of conscience. Drey is evidently in the wrong when
he maintains that this tenth apostolic canon was copied word

for w^ord from the second canon of the Council of Antioch

held in 341. The reverse of this is more probable. See our

introductory remarks on these canons.

Can. 11 (10).

Ei Ti? aKOLVCoviTTq) kclv iv o'Ikco (TVvev^rjTai, ovro<; a^opt^ea-Oco,

Si quis cum excommunicato, etiam domi, simul oraverit, et

ipse communione privetur.

This canon must be considered, as to its contents, as among
the most ancient of the apostolic canons, which stretch back

to apostolic times. As to its present form, Drey^ supposes
that it was taken from the second canon of the Council of

Antioch
;
but see what is said at the end of the note on the

preceding canon.

Can. 12 (11).

Ev Tt9 KaOrjprjfjievq) K\7]pLK0<; cjv w? Kk7]piKu> avvev^r^rat,,

Ka6aip6La6(0 Kol auro?.

Si quis cum damnato clerico, veluti cum clerico, simul

oraverit, et ipse damnetur.

On the antiquity of this canon the same observations may
be offered as those upon the tenth and' eleventh. According
to Drey,^ this canon must have been formed from the second

canon of the Council of Antioch.

Can. 13 (12).

Et Ti9 fcXrjpiKO^ 7j XaiKo^ acpcopcafjuevo^ tjtol oZeiCTO<;, aireXOcov

iv erepa iroXei, Be'^Oy avev ypafi/idTcov crvcjTaTiKwv, a^opi^eaOco

Kol 6 he^ajxevo^ kol 6
Se^j^^etv*

el Se
d(j)a)pLo-fjb6vo<; elrj, iinTeivea-Od}

avTu> 6
d(j)opL(Tfib<;, (w? 'y^evaapAvco koI diraTriaravTL ttjv 'EkkXt)'

Giav rov ©60V.

Si quis clericus aut laicus a communione suspensus vel

1 S. 255 f. and 405. « Ic. S. 405. " Ic. S. 405.
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commnnicans, ad aliam properet civitatem, et suscipiatur

prseter commendaticias literas, et qui susceperunt et qui sus-

ceptus est, communione priventur. Excommunicato vero pro-

teletur ipsa coireptio, tanquam qui mentitus sit et Ecclesiam

Dei seduxerit.

The Greek text has rJToc dBeKTo^, that is, sive esccommuni-

cafus. It is supposed that we should rather read tjtol BeKro^,

because in the latter part of the canon two sorts of penalties

are appointed : (a) When one who is not excommunicated is

elsewhere received, without having letters of recommendation

from his bishop, he is to be excommunicated, and also he who
received them

; (13) If one who is excommunicated succeeds in

being received elsewhere, the period of his excommunication

shall be prolonged. The contents of this canon are certainly

ante-Nicene. Drey^ supposes the form to be derived from

the sixth canon of the Council of Antioch. See the note on

the tenth canon.

Can. 14 (13).

^Ettlo-kottov fJLT} i^elvat KaraXei-ylravTa Trjv eavrov irapoiKLav

erepa iTTCTrrjSav, Kav vtto ifKeLovwv avajKd^ijrai,, el
[Jlj] tl<;

€v\oyo^ alrla ^ tovto ^La^ofievr] avTov iroielv, co? irXeov ri

K€pSo<^ Bvva/jL6Pov avTov Tot? eKelae Xcyo) evcre^eia^ avfi^dX-
\e<j9ai' KoX TOVTO 3e ovk

d(j) eavTov, dXKa Kpiaeu ttoWoov iiTL-

a-fcoTTODV Kol TrapaKXrjcret fjueyiaTrj,

Episcopo non licere alienam parochiam, propria relicta, per-

vadere, licet cogatur a plurimis, nisi forte quia eum rationabilis

causa compellat, tanquam qui possit ibidem constitutis plus
lucri conferre, et in causa religionis aliquid profectus prospi-

cere
;

et hoc non a semetipso pertentet, sed multorum episco-

porum judicio et maxima supplicatione perficiat.

The prohibition to leave one church for another is very
ancient. It had been before set forth by the Council of

Aries in 314, and by the Council of Mcsea in its fifteenth

canon, as well as by the Synod of Antioch in 341, and it was

renewed by that of Sardica. This fifteenth canon is therefore,

as to its substance, very ancient
;
but its present form. Drey

supposes, is post-Mcene, as may be inferred, he thinks, from the

lightening of the penalty, which could not have been decreed
1 Lc. S. 257 and 405.
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by the ancient canons. Drey therefore concludes that tliis

canon was framed after the eighteenth and twenty-first canons

of Antioch.^ But see the note on the tenth canon.

Can. 15 (14).

Et Tfc9 irpeapvTepo<; fj ScdKovo<; rj 6\a)<: rod Karakoyov tcov

/cXrjpLKcov djrdXeL'yjra'; rrjv eavrov irapoLKiav el<s irepav direkdrj^

Koi 7ravTe\(t)<; fxeraaTa^ BiaTpi/Sr) ev aXkrj nrapoLKia irapa yvoofirjv

rod IBlov eTnaKOTTOv tovtov KeKevofxev fjbrjKeri XetrovpyelVj

fiaXiaTa el TrpocTKdXov/nivov avrov rod iirLGKoirov avrov iird-

vekOelv ou;^ virriKOvaev eirtpievoyv rrj dra^La' w? \alKo^ /juivroi

CKelae KOLvcovelrco^

Si quis presbyter aut diaconus ant quilibet de nnmero

clericorum relinquens propriam parochiam pergat ad alienam,

et omnino demigrans praeter episcopi sui conscientiam in

aliena parochia commoretiir, hunc alterius ministrare non

patimiiTj prsecipue si vocatus ab episcopo redire contempserit,
in sua inquietudine perseverans ;

verum tamen tanquam laicus

ibi communicet.

The same remark is applicable as to the fourteenth canon.

According to Drey, this fifteenth, as well as the following

canon, must have been formed from the third canon of the

Council of Antioch, held in 341. See the note on the tenth

canon.

Can. 16 (15).

El Be 6 €7rl(TK07ro^, 'Trap'
m rvyx^dvova-L, Trap* ovSev Xoytcrd-

lievo^ TTjv Kar avrcov opiadelaav dpyiav, Be^eraL avTov^s w?

KkrjpcKOv^, dcpopL^iaOco w? Bi,Ba(7Ka\o<; dra^la^;.

Episcopus vero, apud quem moratos esse constiterit, si

contra eos decretam cessationem pro nihilo reputans, tanquam
clericos forte susceperit, velut magister inquietudinis com-

munione privetur.

The same remark is applicable as to the fourteenth canon.

Can. 17 (16).

'O BvctI ydfiOL^ (rv/JL7r\aKel<; fiera to ^dTTTicfia rj iraWaKrjv

Kr7]adfjLevo<; ov Bvvarai elvai eTriaKoiro^ rj 7rpea^vTepo<; y oXw?

Tov KaraXoyov rod lepariKOv.

Si quis post baptisma secundis fuerit nuptiis copulatus aut

1
Drey, S. 274 and 405.
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concubinam habuerit, non potest esse episcopus aiit presbyter
aut diaconus, aut prorsus ex numero eorum, qui ministerio

sacro deserviunt.

It is certain that this canon in its substance is an apostolic

ordinance.-^ The form, however, is taken from the Ajoosfolic

Constiti'MonSy consequently about the third century.^

Can. 18 (17).

'O XVP^^ Xaffcbv 7) iic^€^Xi]/jL6V7]v rj iralpav rj olKeriv r) tcov

iin G-k7)V7]<; ov BvvaraL etvat iTrccrKoiro'i y irpea^vrepo^; rj hicLKOvo^

rj oXo;? Tov KaraXoyov rod leparcKov,

Si quis viduam aut ejectam acceperit, aut meretricem aut

anciLlam, vel aliquam de his qui publicis spectaculis manci-

pantur, non potest esse episcopus aut presbyter aut diaconus

aut ex eorum numero qui ministerio sacro deserviunt.

A similar remark applies to this as to the seventeenth

canon. See Lev. xxi. 14, where we have a similar ordinance

for the Jewish priests.*

Can. 19 (18).

'O Bvo aSeX<pa<; ayay6/jLevo<; y dBeXcjyLSijv ov SvvaraL elvai

k\7jplk6<;.

Qui duas in conjugium sorores acceperit, vel filiam fratris,

clericus esse non poterit.

This canon, like the preceding, renews a command con-

tained in the Old Testament.^ The Synods of Elvira^ and

of Neocaesarea'^ enforced it also. This nineteenth canon may
therefore be considered to be contemporary with those synods,

especially to be an imitation of the second canon of !N"eo-

caesarea.^

Can. 20 (19).

KXr}pLKo<s iyyva^ BtSov<i KaOatpeiaOo),

Clericus fidejussionibus inserviens abjiciatur.

We have seen in sec. 4, that from the third century it was

decidedly forbidden that priests should be tutors or guardians ;

in a word, that they should meddle with the settlement of

1 1 Tim. iii. 2-13 ;
Tit. i. 5-9; 1 Pet. v. 1-4.

2 Constit. Apost. vi. 17. ^
Drey, I.e. S. 242 and 403.

* Of. Drey, I.e. S. 251 and 403. » ggg Lev. xviii. 16, xx. 21.
« Can. 61. 7 Can. 2. 8

Drey, I.e. S. 251 and 409.

30
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worldly business. A similar prohibition is given in the pre-

sent canon, which in the main is very ancient, and was taken

from the A;postolic ConstitiUions}

Can. 21 (20).

Evvovxo^ el fJLev ef i7njp6La<; avOpcoircov eyevero tl<;, rj iv

BiwyfjiS d(j)7]pe07j
TCL difSpcov^ rj ovtco<; e^u, Kav eariv d^Lo^j

yivkaQw.

Eunuchns si per insidias hominum factus est, vel si in

persecutione ejus sunt arnputata virilia, vel si ita natus est,

et est dignus, efficiatur episcopus.

The (Ecumenical Synod of Mcaea, in its first canon, gave
a similar command to that contained in this and the two fol-

lowing canons. In enforcing it, the Synod professed to be

conforming to ancient canons, by which it intended the

twenty-first, also the twenty-second and twenty-third apos-

tolic canons. Drey,^ on the contrary, considers that this

apostolic canon was framed from those of Nicaea
; perhaps it

may have been the Valesians who gave occasion for these rules.^

Can. 22 (21).

'O aKpcoTrjpidcra^ eavrov fMrj yLveaOoy KkrjpiKo^' avro^ovevTi}^

fydp ecTTLV eavrov koI t^9 tov Geov hrjixiovpyla'^ i'^Opo';.

Si quis absciderit semetipsum, id est, si quis sibi amputavit

virilia, non fiat clericus, quia suus homicida est, et Dei con-

ditionibus inimicus.

See the note on the preceding canon.

Can. 23 (22).

Ei Tt9 KXr]pLKo<; (ov iavTov dKpcoTTjptda-etj KaOaipeicrOoDy

(j)0V6VTr]<; ydp iaTtu eavrov.

Si quis, cum clericus fuerit, absciderit semetipsum, omnino

damnetur, quia suus est homicida.

The same remark as on the twenty-first canon.

Can. 24 (23).

AalKo^ eavrov dKpcorrjpidaas d(j)opL^ea6co errj rpla' irri/SovXo^

yap iart t^? eavrov fo)?}?.

^ Constit. Apost. ii. 6. Cf. Drey, I.e. S. 248 and 403. See also above, the

seventh apostolic canon.
2 S. 266 f. and 410. * See above, sees. 4 and 42.



THE SO-CALLED APOSTOLIC CANONS. 467

Laicus semetipsTim abscindens annis tribus commiinione

privetur, quia suce vitse insidiator exstitit.

The first canon of JSTicsea, which is also on the subject of

voluntary mutilation, has reference only to the clergy, and

does not appoint any penalty for the laity who mutilate

themselves. This might incline us to the opinion that the

present canon was given to complete those of the Council of

Xicaea, and consequently that it is more recent than that

Council. But there is no doubt that the Council of Nicaea

had this canon before it, and spoke of self-mutilation only as

an im^edimentum ordinis. Athanasius, in his Historia AriaTV-

orum ad monaclios} shows that voluntary mutilation was also

severely punished in the laity, and that they were excluded

from communio laiccdis. Drey^ is of opinion that these canons

are more recent than those of Nic^a, and that they were

formed from the latter.

Can. 25 (24).

'J5J7rtWo7ro? Tj iTpea^vrepo^ rj Blukovo^ eVl iropvela rj iinopKLa

Tj KkoTrf) d\ov<; Ka6aipeLa6(o, Kal fir) a^opl^eaOco' Xiyec yap rj

jpacpi]' OvK ifcBLK^a-ec<i BU iirl to avTo' 6fJLOLco<i Be ol XolttoI

KkrjpLKol rfj avrf} alpeaet VTroKelaOcocrav.

Episcopus aut presbyter aut diaconus, qui in fornicatione

aut perjurio aut furto captus est, deponatur, non tamen com-

munione privetur ;
dicit enim Scriptura : ISTon vindicabit

Dominus bis in idipsum.
This canon alludes to a passage in the prophet Nahum.'

It certainly belongs in the main to the most ancient canons
;

for S. Basil the Great says in his letter to Amphilochus (c. 3),

that, according to an ancient rule {apxcuov Kavova), thieves,

etc., were to be deprived of their ecclesiastical ofi&ces. Leo

the Great, however, calls this an apostolic tradition.* Drey^

supposes that this sentence of S. Basil's gave rise to the

canon.

Can. 26.

Similiter et reliqui clerici huic condition! subjaceant.

In the Greek this canon is not separately counted; it

» C. 28, 0pp. voL i. p. i. p. 884, ed. Patav. 2 ic, s. 268 and 410.
3 Nalmm i. 9. *

Ep. 92 (according to Ballerini, Ep, 167), ad Rustic, n. 2.
* U. S. 244 and 412.
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forms only the last sentence of tlie one preceding. As for

its antiquity, see the remarks on the twenty-fifth canon.

Can. 27 (25).

Tcov et? Kkripov irpoaekOovTOiv a'ydjiwv Kekevofiev jSovXo/iii'ou^

yafielv avar/vdoaTa^ koI -^^aXra^ ixovov^;,

Innuptis autem, qui ad clerum provecti sunt, prsecipimiis,

lit si voluerint uxores accipiant, sed lectores cantoresque
tantummodo.

Paphnutius had declared in the Council of Nicsea^ in

favour of an ancient law, which decided that, whoever had

taken holy orders when unmarried, could not be married

afterwards. The Synod of Ancyra, held in 314, also recog-

nised this law, and for that reason, in its tenth canon, estab-

lished an exception in favour of deacons. The Council of

Elvira went still further. These approaches prove that the

present canon is more ancient than the Council of Nicsea,

and that it is a faithful interpreter of the ancient practice of

the Church. Even Drey'^ says that this canon is taken from

the Apostolic Constitutions (vi. 17), and consequently is ante-

Mcene.

Can. 28 (26).

^EiTLaKOirov rj TrpeajSuTepov tj hioLKOvov rvirrovTa Triarov';

d/naprdvovra^ rj diriaTOV^ aZiKria-avTa^^ tov hia tolovtcov (po/Setv

OeXovja, KaOaipelaOaL irpoaTdrToiiev' ovSafiov yap 6 KvpLo<;

TOVTO y/jid<; iSiSa^e' Tovvavrlov Se avTo<; TV7rT6/JL€vo<; ovk dvre-

TUTTTe, \oi,Sopovfi€vo^ OVK dvTeXoiBopeiy 7rda)(cov ovk r^irelXeu

Episcopum aut presbyterum aut diaconum percutientem
fideles delinquentes, aut infideles inique agentes, et per hujus-

modi volentem timeri, dejici ab officio suo prsecipimus, quia

nusquam nos hoc Dominus docuit
;
e contrario vero ipse, cum

percuteretur non repercutiebat, cum malediceretur non remale-

dicebat, cum pateretur non comminabatur.

Drey believes this canon to be one of the most recent of

the apostolic canons,^ for no ancient synod ever thought it

necessary to put forth such decisions. The Synod of Con-

stantinople, held A.D. 394, was the first to forbid the clergy to

1 See sec. 43. * Ic. S. 307 fif. and 403.

'
S. 345 and 410.
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strike tlie faithful, and tliis apostolic canon is only an imita-

tion of that.

Can. 29 (27).

Eo Tt9 eTrLaKoiTO^ i) irpea^vTepo^ rj BcaKOVo^ KadaipeOeh BcKaieo';

iirl iyKk7]/jLaac cf>avepoc<; TokfirjaeLev a-y^aaOai Trj<; irore iy^eipLO--

6eLar]<; avro) \eLTOvpy[a<i, ovto<; TravTairaaiv iKKOTrreaOco r?}?

^EKKXTjaca^.

Si qiiis episcopus aut presbyter aut diaconus, depositus

juste super certis criminibus, ausus fuerit attrectare mini-

sterium dudum sibi commissum, hie ab Ecclesia penitus ab-

scindatur.

This canon is similar to the fourth of the Council of

Antioch, held in 341. Drey believes
^

this apostolic canon

to be more recent than that of Antioch, and intended to cor-

rect it
;

for the latter refers only to the case of a bishop who
is regularly deposed, and that for acknowledged sins. But it

may be, on the contrary, that our canon is more ancient than

that of Antioch. The Fathers of Antioch perhaps only

applied to S. Athanasius the orders of a rule before known.

See the comments upon the tenth canon.

Can. 30 (28).

Et Tt<i eirLcrKOTro^s Bia '^prjfiaTCOV t?}? a^ia<; TavTr)<; iyKparr)^

<yevrjTai, rj 7rpecT^vT€po<; rj hiaKOVo^, KaOaLpeiaOo) Kal avro'; koI

6 'xeLpOTOVTjaa'^, Kal eKKOirreaOco rrj^ KOtvcovLa<; iravraTracrLV, &)?

^i/.L(ov 6 fjLdyo<; airo ipLOv JJerpov,

Si quis episcopus aut presbyter aut diaconus per pecunias
banc obtinuerit dignitatem, dejiciatur et ipse et ordinator ejus,

et a communione omnibus modis abscindatur, sicut Simon

maejus a Petro.

We have seen in the comments upon the canons of the

Synod of Elvira, that this Council in its forty-eighth canon

forbade all fees for the administration of baptism as simoniacaL

The Council, however, did not use the word simony; but at the

time when the thirtieth apostolic canon was formed, the word

simony seems to have been used as a technical term. This

observation would go to prove that this apostolic canon has

a later origin : it is hardly probable, indeed, that in times of

1 S. 293 and 405.
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persecution it should have been attempted to buy bishoprics

for money. But the Synod of Sardica shows from its second

canon that it was then aware of such cases. Abuses of the

same kind also drew S. Basil's attention.-^ Drey
^
thinks that

this thirtieth apostolic canon is only an extract from the second

canon of the Council of Chalcedon. See the remarks above.

Can. 31 (29).

Eo T£9 iTTLO-KOTTOf; KOCTfJblKoh ap')(pV(7L ')(^p7J(Td/Jb€U0^
St' aVTCJV

iyKpaTr]<; yevrjTac iKKkrjaLaq^ KadaipelaOo) koI a^opL^ea6(o, kol

oi KOLvcovovvTe<; avroj Traz^re?.

Si quis episcopus secularibus potestatibus usus eccTesiam

per ipsos obtineat, deponatur, et segregentur omnes, qui lUi

communicant.

The object of this canon is to oppose the intervention of

Christian Emperors in the choice of bishops : it is not ]3ro-

bable that it was decreed by an ancient council
;
rather it

must have been composed by whoever collected the apostolic

constitutions and canons. Drey^ strongly doubts whether

any ancient council would have dared to offer such explicit

and declared opposition to the Emperors.

Can. 32 (30).

Et Tt9 TTpea-jSvTepo^ Karacppovijaa^; rov IBlov i'jno-KOTrov
%ft)/)t9

avva'ycoyrjv koL 6vcnaaT7]pLov irrj^et, firjSev KaT6>yvcoKCi)<; rod eirt-

GKOirov ev evae^ela kol BiKacoavvrj, KaOaipeiaOco (09 (^ikap'^o^'

Tvpavvo^ yap Icttlv ayaavTca^ Be koX ol XocttoI KXrjpcKol koI oaoc

ev avTQJ irpoaOoiiVTaL' ol Be XalKol dcpopL^eadoyaav ravra Be

/jLerd fjblav koX Bevrepav kol TpLTTjv TrapdKXrjaLV tov iTnaKoirov

tyiveaOo),

Si quis presbyter contemnens episcopum suum seorsum

collegerit et altare aliud erexerit, nihil habens quo reprehendat

episcopum in causa pietatis et justitise, deponatur, quasi pria-

cipatus amator existens, est enim tyrannus ;
et cseteri clerici,

quicumque tali consentiunt, deponantur, laici vero segregentur.

Haec autem post unam et secundam et tertiam episcopi ob-

testationem fieri conveniat.

It happened, even in the primitive Church, that priests
1
Epistola 76. *

l.c. S. 352 ff. and 411. ^ g. 361.



THE SO-CALLED APOSTOLIC CANOXS. 471

caused schisms : this was the case, for instance, in the ISTova-

tian schism. But as the synods of the fourth century, and

particularly that of Antioch, held in 341,^ treat of the same

subject as the thirty-second apostolic canon, Drey^ considers

that this canon was formed after the fifth of Antioch. But we
will here once more recall what we said on the tenth canon.

Can. 33 (31).

El t£9 7rpe(7/3uT6/309 rj ZiaKOVO^ airo iina-KOTTOV yevrjTac a^ay-

pL<TfMivo<;, TovTOV
jJLT] i^elvai irap irepov Bi'^eadai., aW rj rrrapa

Tov a^opiaavTo<; avrov, el
/burj

av Kara avyKvplav rekevr^cTTj 6

a(^opi(Ta<; avrov iirlaKOTTO^;.

Si quis presbyter aut diaconus ab episcopo suo segregetur,

hunc non licere ab alio recipi, sed ab ipso, qui eum sequestra-

verat, nisi forsitan obierit episcopus ipse, qui eum segregasse

cognoscitur.

We have several times had occasion to remark that the

ancient councils gave similar rules to those of the thirty-third

apostolic canon. Drey believes this canon to be in substance

of very high antiquity, but in its form taken from the sixth

canon of Antioch.

Can. 34 (32).

MrjBeva rcdv ^evcov iTTLa/coTrcov r) irpear^vreprnv rj BiaKovoyv dvev

crv(naTiK(x3V irpoaSe'^eaOac' kol iirtcpepofievcov avTcov avaKpivea-
Owcrav Kol el [jlIv wort KripvKe<i r?}? evae/Bela^;, irpoahe'^eaOccxTav,

el he
fJ^rj^e^ tijv %jOetai/ avToh ejri'^opTjyrjcravTe^; eh KOLVCovtav

avTOv<; fJLr) 7rpoahe^7]a6e' ttoWo, yap Kara cTvvapTrayrjv ylverai.

Nullus episcoporum peregrinorum aut presbyterorum aut

diaconorum sine commendaticiis recipiatur epistolis; et cum

scripta detulerint, discutiantur attentius, et ita suscipiantur,

si praedicatores pietatis exstiterint
;

sin minus, hsec qute sunt

necessaria subministrentur eis, et ad communionem. nuUa-

tenus admittantur, quia per subreptionem multa proveniunt.

The thirteenth canon contains a similar rule. In the primi-

tive Church, Christians who travelled could not in fact be

received into a foreign church without letters of recommen-

dation—litteris commendaticiis. Thus, for instance, about the

middle of the second century, Marcion was not received at

^ C. 5.
* S. 257 and 405.
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Itome, because he had no letters with him from his father the

Bishop of Sinope. There is also mention of these letters of

recommendation in the twenty-fifth canon of the Synod of

Elvira, and in the ninth of that of Aries. According to Drey,^

this canon in the main belongs to the most ancient apostolic

canons
;
but according to the same author,^ it must have been

arranged after the Apostolic Constitutions^ and after the seventh

and eighth canons of Antioch.

Can. 35 (33).

TQv<i eiriaKOTTOv; eKaarov e6vov<i elhevai
y^prf

rov ev avroc^

irpcJTOV, Koi '^yeladaL avrov co? KecpaXrjv, kol [xrjhev to irpaTreiv

irepiTTOv dvev t^9 eKeivov fyucofjurj^;* eKelva Se ^ova Trpdrretv

CKaaTOV, ocra Trj avrov irapoLicia eTn^aXKet kol TaL<; vtt avrrjv

^((apaL^' aWa firjSe eKelvo^ dvev T7]<; iravTccv yvcojjLT)^ TroLeiTco tl'

ovTQ) yap o/jLovoia earac Kal Bo^aad^aeTaL 6 0eo9 Bta Kvplov
eV dryiq) JJvevjjLari,,

Episcopos gentium singularum scire convenit, quis inter eos

primus habeatur, quem velut caput existiment, et nihil am-

plius propter ejus conscientiam gerant quam ilia sola singuli,

quae parochise proprias et villis, quae sub ea sunt, competunt.
Sed nee ille prseter omnium conscientiam faciat aliquid. Sic

enim unanimitas erit, et glorificabitur Deus per Christum in

Spiritu sancto.

According to Drey's* researches, this canon is either an

abridgment of the ninth canon of the Council of Antioch, held

in 341, which treats of the same subject, or else this canon

of Antioch is an amplification of the apostolic canon. Drey^

finally adopts the former opinion.

Can. 36 (34).

^ETrlaKOTTOV [mi-j ToX/jLav 6^(0 TO)V iavTov opcov '^eipoTovia^

iroLelaOaL eh ra? /x^ v7ro/ceLfiiva<; avrcp TroXet^; Kal
'^copa';'

el Be

eke'y')(6e[r]
tovto TreiTonjfca)'; rrrapd rrjv rcov Kare-^ovrwv ra^i tto-

Xei^ melva^ rj ra? p^copa? yvco/JLrjv, KaOaipelaOu) Kal avTO<; Kal

ov<; e^eipoTOPTjaev.

Episcopum non audere extra terminos proprios ordinationes

facere in civitatibus et villis, quse ipsi nullo jure subjectae

1
I.e. S. 257 ff.

2 s. 403 and 406. » Ccnstit. Almost. iL 58.
* S, 323-331. * S. 406.
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sunt. Si vero convictus fuerit hoc fecisse praeter eomm con-

scientiam, qui civitates illas et villas detinent, et ipse depo-

natur, et qui ab eo sunt ordinati.

A similar rule was adopted by tbe Synod of Elvira/ by that

of NiciTsa,^ and by that of Antioch.^ Drey acknowledges (S.

271 and 406) that the rule here expressed has been observed

from the first times of the Church
;
he also makes no difficulty

in classing this canon, in the main, among the most ancient

apostolic canons. He thinks, besides, that it was taken from

the Synod of Antioch held in 341.

Can. 37 (35).

El Ti9 ')(ei,poTOV7]6el<; iirLo-KOTro^ fir) KaraBi'^oLTO ttjv Xetrovp-

fylav Kac rrjv ^povTiBa tov \aov Tr]v iy^eipcadelaav avTa>,

TOVTOV d(pcopLafJLevov Tvy^dvecv, eo)? dv KaraBe^Tjrar a>aavTco<i

Koi TTpea/SvTepo^ rj Blclkovo^. El koX
/jltj he')(Sei'r],

ov irapa ttjv

kavTov fyvoofjbTjv, dXkd irapa ttjv tov \aov fio'^OrjpLav, avTo^

/jLeverco eVtcr/coTro?, o Be Kkijpo^ t?}? TroXeo)? dcpopL^iadco, on
TOtovTOV \aov dwiroTaKTOV TraLBevTol ovk i<yivovTO»

Si quis episcopus non susceperit officium et curam populi
sibi commissam, hie communione privetur, quoadusque con-

sentiat obedientiam commodans, similiter autem et presbyter
et diaconus. Si vero perrexerit, nee receptus fuerit non pro
sua sententia, sed pro populi malitia, ipse quidem maneat

episcopus, clerici vero civitatis communione priventur, eo quod
eruditores inobedientis populi non fuerint.

This rule was made partly by the Synod of Ancyra* and

partly by that of Antioch.^ Drey
^
holds this canon to be an

imitation of the two canons of Antioch
;
but perhaps the con-

trary is really the truth. See the note on canon 10.

Can. 38 (36).

Aevrepov tov eTOV<; avvoBo^ yivkaQcii TOdV eTncTKOTrcov, koi

dvaKpLveTcocrav aXX7]\ov^ tcl BoyfULTa t^9 evae^eia^ koI ra?

ifi7rL7rT0vaa<; ifCKXrjaiaaTiKd^ dvTL\oyLa<^' BcdkveTCoaav dira^

fiev Trj TeTapTT] e^BofidBc t^s irevTTjKoaTrj^, BevTepov Be virep'

^epeTalov BwBeKdTrj.

»C. 20. 2C. 16. 3 0. 13 and 22.

* C. 13. ^ C. 17 and 18.
« U. S. 294 and 406
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Bis in anno episcoporum concilia celebrentur, ut inter se

invicem dogmata pietatis explorent, et emergentes ecclesias-

ticas contentiones amoveant
;
semel quidem quarta septimana

pentecostes, secnndo vero duodecima die niensis Hyperberetsei

(id est juxta Eomanos quarto idus Octobris).

The Synods of Mcsea^ and of Antioch^ also gave rules about

provincial synods. According to Drey/ this canon must be

more recent than these two Sjnaods, and especially must have

been taken from the canon of Antioch.

Can. 39 (37).

TIdvTcov TMV iKK\r)(TLaorTiK(x)P TTpay/naTcov 6 eTTiV^OTro? ep^ero)

TTjV (ppovTiBa Kol BioiKeiTO) avTCL, 0)9 ©eov i(jx)pcovTO(i' fMr)

e^elvat he avrat acpeTepl^eaOal tl i^ avrcov r) Gvyyeveaiv lhiOL<i

TO, Tov ©eov ')(apLt,ea6ai' el 8e 7revr]T€<; elev, i7rL')(op7]y€LT(o <W9

irevqaiv, oKKa jxt) 7rpo(pdaet tovtcov ra tt}? ^EKK\7)ala<; direii-

irokeLTCt).

Omnium negotiorum ecclesiasticorum curam episcopus ha-

beat, et ea velut Deo contemplante dispenset ;
nee ei liceat

ex his aliquid omnino contingere, aut parentibus propriis quae

Dei sunt condonare. Quod si pauperes sunt, tanquam pau-

peribus subministret, nee eorum occasione Ecclesise negotia

deprsedetur.

This canon and the two following!' are in a measure similar

to the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth canons of Antioch
;
so

that Drey considers them more recent, and derived from those

two canons. But see what was said about the tenth canon.

Can. 40 (38).

01 irpeafivrepoL kol ol BcaKovoc dvev jvco/jL7]<i tov eTno-Koirov

fiTjhev eTTLTeXeLTcoaav avro^s yap eaTLV 6 TreTTio-rev/JLevo^ tov

Xaov tov KvpLov, koI tov virep to3V '>^v')(wv
auTcov \6jov dirai-

TrjOrja-ofievof;.

Can. — (39).

"EcTTO} (j)avepa to, cBta tov eTnaKoirov TrpajfiaTa, e^ye Kal

tBLa ex^t, Kal <pavepa to, KvpiaKa, ha e^ovcriav e^p tmv ISlcov

Te\evT(ov 6 eVtWoTTO?, oh BovXcTat Kal <h<; /BovXeTac KaTaXelyjrat,

Kal fxr) TTjOo^acret tmv eKKXTjaiaaTLKCov Trpar/fiaTcov SiaTTLTrreiu

1 C. 5. 2 c. 20. ' S. 334 and 406.
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ra Tov iTTLa-KOTToVj iaO' ore yvvaiKa koX 7ra2Sa<; K€KT7jfjLevov 7)

(TXTf^eveh fj OLKera^;' BiKaiov fyap tovto irapa Qew koI avOpco-

TTOif; TO firjTe ttjv ^EkkXtjo-mv ^y/JLLai/ riva viro/JLeveLV dyvola tmv

TOV eTTicTKOTrov TTpayfidrcov, fi'^re tov iirLdKOirov 7) tov<; avTov

(TvyyeveLf; irpocpdcrei, tt)? ^EKK\'r)aia<; Trrj/juaLveaOaL, rj koX et?

TTpdypiaTa i/jLiriTTTev tov^ avTM hia(^epovTa^t koX tov avTov

OdvaTov Bva^7]ijLLat<; Trepi^dWeaOai.

Presbyteri et diaconi priieter episcopum nihil agere perten-

tent, nam Domini populus ipsi commissus est, et pro animabus

eorum hie redditurus est rationem. Sint autem manifestae

res proprise episcopi (si tamen habet proprias) et manifestse

dominicse, nt potestatem habeat de propriis moriens episcopus,

sicut voluerit et quibiis voluerit relinquere, nee sub occasione

ecclesiasticarum rerum, quae episcopi sunt, intercidant, fortassis

enim aiit nxorem habet, ant filios ant propinquos aut servos.

Et jnstum est hoc apnd Deum et homines, ut nee Ecclesia

detrimentnm patiatur ignoratione rerum pontificis, nee epis-

copus vel ejus propinqui sub obtentu Ecclesise proscribantur,

et in causas incidant qui ad eum pertinent, morsque ejus

injuriis malse famse subjaceat.

See our remarks on the thirty-ninth canon.

Can. 41 (40).

TIpoaTaTTOfiev iiriaKoirov i^ovaiav e'^eiv
tmv t/j? ^EKK\7]o-La<^

TTpay/jidTcov' el yap t<x9 Tifiia^ TOdV dvOpcoTrcov '>^v')(a<i
avT(a

7n,(TT6VT6ov, TToXXw av fioXXov Beoc iirl tcov
'y^prjfidTcov

ivTek-

XeaOaL, wcrre kuto, ttjv avTov i^ovcrlav irdvTa BcoiKelaOaL, Kol

Tot9 heopbevof^ hia tcov irpecr^vTepcov koI BcaKovcov
i7rc')(^a)p7j-

yelaOao fJueTa (po^ov tov Oeov koI irda-r]^ evXa^elas' [leTaXajju-

fidveiv Be kol avTov tcov BeovTMv {eiye BeoLTo) eh Ta? dvayKaia^

avTta ^peia<; Kol tcov eTTi^evovfievcov dBe\<pcov, cw? KaTo, firjBeva

TpoTTOv avTOv^ vcTTepeladaL' 6 yap v6fjL0<; tov ©eov BieTd^aTO,

Tov<i Tw 6v(nacrT7)pL(p virrjpeTovvTa^ eK tov 6vaiaaTT)piov Tpe-

^eadac eireiirep ovBe cTpaTiooTal iroTe IBloi<; cxpavioL^i oirXa

KaTa TToXefiLcov iin^epovTac.

Prsecipimus, ut in potestate sua episcopus Ecclesise res

habeat. Si enim animse hominum pretiosse illi sunt creditse,

multo magis oportet eum curam pecuniarum gerere, ita ut

potestate ejus indigentibus omnia dispensentur per presby-
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teros et diaconos, et cum timore omnique soUicitudine mini-

strentur, ex his autem quibus indiget, si tamen indiget, ad suas

necessitates et ad peregrinorum fratrum usus et ipse percipiat,

Tit nihil omnino possit ei deesse. Lex enim Dei prsecipit, nt

qui altari deserviunt, de altari pascantur ; quia nee miles sti-

pendiis propriis contra hostes arma sustulit.

See our remarks on the thirty-ninth canon.

Can. 42 (41).

'JETTtWoTTO? rj '7rp6(7^VT€po<; rj BtdKOVO<; kv/Sol^ <T')(o\d^o)v koI

fie6at,<; rj iravcrdadco rj KadaLpeiaOco.

Episcopus aut presbyter aut diaconus alese atque ebrietati

deserviens, aut desinat, aut certe damnetur.

The Council of Elvira, in its seventy-ninth canon, has a

similar prohibition of the game of thimbles. As to the diffe-

rent Idnds of usury of which the forty-fourth apostolic canon

speaks, they were all prohibited by the twentieth canon of

Elvira, the twelfth of Aries, and the seventeenth of Nicsea.

This and the two following canons should be included in the

number of the most ancient so-called apostolic canons. Their

origin is unknown.-^

Can. 43 (42).
'

TTToSLaKOPOi; rj T|raXT779 rj dvayvcoaTTjg ra o/iota ttoiwv tj irav-

o-ddOoa rj d^opc^iaOco, wcravTO)^ koI oi XalKoL

Subdiaconus, lector aut cantor similia faciens, aut desinat,

aut communione privetur. Similiter etiam laicus.

Compare the remarks on the forty-second canon.

Can. 44 (43).

'JE^TTtcr/coTTO? r) irpea-^vrepo'^ 77 SidKovo^ t6kou<; diraLTcav Tov<i

Zavei^ofievov^ rj iravadaOco rj KaOacpeio-Oco.

Episcopus aut presbyter aut diaconus usuras a debitoribus

exigens, aut desinat, aut certe damnetur.

Compare the remarks on the forty-second canon.

Can. 45 (44).

'EirLO-KOTTOi; rj irpecrPvTepo^ rj ^idKovo^ alperiKoi^ avvev^d-

fL6vo<; fjbovov, d(j)opL^ea6co' el Be koI iTreTpeyjrev auTot? ox? Kkrjpi-

KOts evepyTJo-al n, KaOaipeiaOo).
1 Cf. Drey, I.e. S. 244 f.
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Episcopus, presbyter et diaconus, qui cum hsereticis oraverit

tantummodo, communione privetur ;
si vero tanquam clericus

hortatus eos fuerit agere vel orare, damnetur.

This canon is merely an application to a particular case of

general rules given by the apostles, and this application must

have been made from the first centuries : therefore this canon

must in its substance be very ancient.-^ Yet Drey^ believes

that it- was derived from the ninth, thirty-third, and thirty-

fourth canons of the Council of Laodicea.

Can. 46 (45).

^EiTLcrKOTrov i) irpeG-^vrepov alperiKcov Be^afzevov paTrrio-fjia rj

Ovalav KaOaipelcrOai irpoaTCLTTOfJiev' Tl^ jap o-v/jL^cov7]aL<; rou

XptaTov 7rpb<; top BeXiaX ; rj tl<; fiepl^ ttkttov /jLera airicTTOV ;

Episcopum aut presbyterum haereticorum suscipientem bap-
tisma damnari prsecipimus. Quse enim conventio Christi ad

Belial, aut quae pars fideli cum infideli ?

Drey holds this canon and the one following to be very
ancient.^ Dollinger, on the contrary, as we have said,* con-

siders it to be more recent. This opinion had before been

enunciated by Peter de Marca, who argued justly, that if this

canon had been in existence at the period of the discussion

upon baptism administered by heretics, that is, about the year

255, S. Cyprian and Firmilian would not have failed to quote
it.^ This canon and the following are taken from the A;pos-

tolic Constitutions^

Can. 47 (46).

*E7rL(T/co7ro<i rj irpea^mepo^ tov kclt okrjOeLav e'^ovra j^dir-

Tia-fjia iav avcoOev (BaTTTlarj, rj tov fjL€/jLo\vafievov irapa tcop

aaejBSiv iav pbrj ^aTTTLarj, KaOaipelaOco, w? jekoiv tov GTavpov
Koi TOV TOV Kvptov OdvaTOV Kal fir] BiaKplvcov iepia<; tcov i/reu-

Bt€p6(0V.

Episcopus aut presbyter, si eum qui secundum veritatem

habuerit baptisma, denuo baptizaverit, aut si poUutum ab

impiis non baptizaverit, deponatur tanquam deridens crucem

1 Cf. Drey, I.e. S. 253. 2 g. 410.
3

I.e. S. 260 f.
*
§ 6.

'^

Marca, de Concord, sacerd. et imperii, lib. iii. c. 2, § 2-5.
^ vi. 15.
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et mortem Domini, nee sacerdotes a falsis sacerdotibus jure
discernens.

See flie remarks on the preceding canon.

Can. 48 (47).

El Ti9 XalKO<; rrjv eavrov yvvalKa iK^dWcov erepav Xaffy rj

Trap' aWov dirdXeXvfievrjv, dcpopL^ea-dco,

Si quis laicus uxorem propriam pellens, alteram vel ab alio

dimissam duxerit, communione privetur.

The same rule was given by the eighth and tenth canons

of Elvira, and by the tenth of Aries. Drey^ reckons this

canon among the most ancient. Its source is unknown.

Can. 49 (48).

Eo Ti? i7r[(TK07ro<; rj irpea^vrepo^ Kara rrjv rod KvpXov Zlu-

ra^iv /jLT) /SaiTTLarj 66? IIarepa Kal Tlov Kal a/ycov Ilvevfia, aXV
eh rpel^ dvdp')(pv^ rj rpec^ vlov<; i) r/^et? 7rapaK\,i]Tov<;, Kadai-

pelaOcD.

Si quis episcopus aut presbyter juxta praeceptum Domini
non baptizaverit in nomine Patris et Filii et Spiritus sancti,

sed in tribus sine initio principiis, aut in tribus filiis, aut in

tribus paracletis, abjiciatur.

This canon must be reckoned among the most ancient

canons, and is taken from the A2yostoUc Constitutions?

Can. 50 (49).

EX Tt9 iirlaKOTro^ rj irpea^vrepo^ fjurj rpla ^airrio-fiaTa fjLia<;

fiv^cr€co<; eTnTeXearj, aXV ev /Bdirriafia et? rov Odvarov tov

KvpLou 8cB6/JL6vov, KaOatpeicrOco' ou <ydp etirev 6 Kvpco^' Ek rov

Odvarov fJLOV ^aTTTLaare, dWa' UopevOevre^; pLaOr^Tevaare Trdvra

ra edvT), fia7rTL^ovTe<; aiiTOV<; eh to ovopLa tov Harpo'; Kal tov

Tlov Kal TOV ar^iov IIv6vp,aT0<;.

Si quis episcopus aut presbyter non trinam mersionem

unius mysterii celebret, sed semel mergat in baptismate, quod
dari videtur in Domini morte, deponatur. Non enim dixit

nobis Dominus : In morte mea baptizate ;
sed : Euntes docete

omnes gentes, baptizantes eos in nomine Patris et Eilii et

Spiritus sancti.

1 S. 251.
« vL 11, 26. Cf. Drey, I.e. S. 262 and 404.
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This canon is anions^ the most recent of the collection.^

It is not known from what source it was derived.

Here the Latin translation made by Dionysius the Less

ends. From the fifty-first canon we give the translation by
Cotelerius.

Can. 51 (50).

Ec Tt9 eV/cr/coTTO? rj irpea^VTepo^ rj BtaKOVo^ rj oXw? rov

KaraXoyov tov leparcKov ydfjLcov koX Kpewv koX oXvov ov Bl

dcTKr^aLV dWa Blu ^SeXvplav aTre'^erat, i'7Ti\a66/jL€vo<; otl nrdvTa

KoXd Xiav, Kol OTL dpaev Kal Oifkv eiroirjo-ev o 0eo9 tov dvOpcoiroVy

ciXkd
l3\a<7(j)7]fjL(ov SiajSaWet rrjv Brj/jutovpylav, rj BiopOovaOa) rj

KaOaLpelaOco koI Trj<i ^EKK\r]aLa<; dTTo/SaWeaOco' waavTW^ Kal

\a'LK6<;.

Si qnis episcopus aut presbyter aiit diaconiis, aut omnino

€x niimero clericorum, a nuptiis et came et vino non propter

exercitationem, verum propter detestationem abstinuerit, obli-

tus quod omnia sunt valde bona, et quod masculum et femi-

nam Deus fecit hominem, sed blasphemans accusaverit crea-

tionem, vel corrigatur, vel deponatur, atque ex Ecclesia

ejiciatur. Itidem et laicus.

This canon is evidently directed against the Gnostics and

Manichoeans, who, in accordance with their dualistic theory,

declare matter to be satanic. Therefore it may be said to be

very ancient, that is, from the second or third century : it is

very similar to the ordinances in the Apostolic Constitutions.^

Can. 52 (51).

Ei Tf9 iirlaKoiro^ rj 7rpeal3vT6po<; tov eTnorTpe^ovTa diro

uixapTLa<^ ov 7rpoaBe')(eTai, aXX' aTTO^dWeTai,, KaOaipeiaBco^ oTi

\v7rel XpcaTov tov elirovTa' Xapd yiveTai iv ovpavM eVt evl

afxapTaiXcp fJL6TavoovvTL

Si quis episcopus aut presbyter eum, qui se convertit a

peccato, non receperit sed ejecerit, deponatur, quia contristat

Christum dicentem : Gaudium oritur in ccelo super uno pec-

catore poenitentiam agente.

This canon in substance belongs to a period before the end

of the third century, and is directed against the severity of

^ Of. Drey, I.e. S. 361 ff.

« Constit. Apostol. 1. vi. c. 8, 10, 26. Ctf. Drey, Ic. S. 281 and 404.
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the Montanists and Novatians. It is taken from the Aipos*

tolic Constitutions}

Can. 53 (52).

Ki Tt9 iirlaKOTTO^i fj irpea^vTepo^; rj EidKOVo<; iv rat? rjfjLepav^

rcjv iopTcov ov fjueraXafi^dvec Kpewv koX olvov, /SSeXuo-cro/Aei/o?

KCii ov Bo doTKrjaiVy KadaipelaOco w? K€KavT7}pLao-/jL6vo<i t^i/ ISLav

a-vvelBrja-tv, koI alno^; (TKavBaXov TroXXot? ycvofjuevo^.

Si qnis episcopus aut presbyter ant diaconus in diebus fastis

non sumit carnem aut vinum, deponatur, nt qui cauteriatam

habet suam conscientiam, multisque sit causa scandal!

This canon, like the fifty-first, is aimed against the Gnostic

and Manichsean errors, and probably is of the same antiquity.

It was also taken from the Apostolic Constitutions.^

Can. 54 (53).

Et Tt9 KKrjpLKO^ iv KaTTrfKelcp ^(opaOeli) iaOlwv^ d^opL^ecOcCj

irape^ tov iv iravBo^eiq) iv oSo) St' dvdyK7]v KaTaXvaavTO<;.

Si quis clericus in caupona comedens deprehensus fuerit,

segregetur, praeterquam si ex necessitate de via divertat ad

hospitium.

This canon is very ancient, and of unknown origin.^

Can. 55 (54).

Et Ti9 KXrjptKo^ v^pl^eu tov eTrlcr/coTrov, KaOaipelaOoi' "Ap-

^ovra ryap tov Xaov aov ovk
ipe2<; KaKco<;.

Si quis clericus episcopum contumelia affecerit injuste, de-

ponatuT ;
ait enim Scriptura : Principi populi tui non male-

dices.

Drey supposes* that this canon and the one following are

not ancient : 1st, because in the primitive Church the clergy

would not have behaved so outrageously against a bishop;
and 2d, because the lower clergy, whom the fifty-sixth canon

mentions, were not known in the primitive Church,—^bishops,

priests, and deacons not being distinguished. The source of

the canon is unknown.

1 Constit. Apostol. 2, 12 ff. Cf. Drey, I.e. S. 277 and 404.

2 ConsUt. Apostol. v. 20. Cf. Drey, I.e. S. 285 and 404.

» Cf. Drey, S. 245.
* S. 299.
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Can. 56 (55).

El Ti9 KXrjpiKo^ vppL^€L iTpeaPvTepov rj Zlclkovov, a<f>opt^6aBQ).

Si quis clericus presbyterum vel diaconum injuria affecerit,

segregetur.

See the remarks on the preceding canon.

Can. 57 (56).

El Tt9 [kXtjplko^;^ '^coXcov rj kco^ov ij TV(p\ov rj ra<; jSdaeLf;

TreTrXrjjfjiivov ^Xefafet, d(j)opL^icr6co' coaavTw<^ koX \alic6<^.

Si quis clericus mutilatum, vel surdum aut mutum, vel

caecum aut pedibus debilem irriserit, segregetur. Item et

laicus.

The coarseness alluded to in this canon, as also in the

fifty-iifth, proves that it was formed at a recent period.-^

Can. 58 (57).

^EiriaKO'iro^ rj irpea-fivrepo^; d/jueXwv rov K\rjpov ff rov Xaov

Kol
fjLT}

iraL^evcov avTov<; rrjv evaejSetav, dcfiOpL^iadcOj eTTL/jbevcov

Be rf) paOv/jLLO, KaOaipeladco.

Episcopus aut presbyter clerum vel populum negligens,

nee eos docens pietatem, segregetur ;
si autem in socordia per-

severet, deponatur.

This canon seems to have been formed towards the middle

of the fourth century, at a time when the clergy, and espe-

cially the bishops, often left their churches, and betook them-

selves frequently to the city where the Emperor resided.^

Can. 59 (58).

El t£9 iTTLCTKOTrof; t) TrpeajStnepo^i tlvo<^ tcov KkrjpiKcov ivBeov^

ovTO^ fiT) iiTL'XppTjyeL
TO, BeovTtt, dcpopL^iadd)' iiTLfxevcov he KaSai-

peiaOco, &)9 ^ovevcra<; tov dSe\(l)ou avTOv.

Si quis episcopus aut presbyter, cum aliquis clericorum

inopia laborat, ei non suppeditet necessaria, segregetur ; quod
si perseveret, deponatur, ut occidens fratrem suum.

We may repeat here what was said about the canons 39—41,
to which the present canon is related. Drey^ considers it to

be more recent than the somewhat similar twenty-fifth canon

of the Synod of Antioch of the year 341.
1
Drey, I.e. S. 300. 2

p^ey, I.e. S. 300 ff.
3 g. 302 fif.

2 H
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Can. 60 (59).

Et Tt9 ra '\}r6V^6'7Ti'ypacj)a
rcov aae^cov ^tpXia &>? wyua eVl

TTj^ ^EKKXrjcrla^ hrjiioatevei iirl Xv/nrj tov Xaov koX tov KkrjpoVj

KaOaipeLcrda).

Si quis falso iiiscriptos impionim libros, tanquam sacros in.

Ecclesia divulgarit, ad perniciem populi et cleri, deponatur.

This canon belongs in substance to the second century of

the Christian era. It bears a certain similarity to the A^pos-

tolic Constitutions;^ but, according to Brey,^ it must have

been composed much later, as he concludes from the expres-

sions "to spread in the Church," and "
people and clergy," which

entered into ecclesiastical language at a later period.

Can. 61 (60).

JEt Tfc? KarrjryopLa jevTjTai, Kara Triarov Tropvela^ rj fjLOL'X^eia^ fj

oXXt]^ Tivo<s a7r7]yopevfjLep7]<; irpd^ecof; koX iXey^OeLrj, eh KXrjpov

/JLT] dyia-Oco.

Si qua fiat accusatio contra fidelem, fornicationis vel adul-

terii, vel alterius cujusdam facti prohibiti, et convictus fuerit,

is non provehatur ad clerum.

This canon belongs to the third century.^ A similar rule

was made in the thirtieth and seventy-sixth canons of Elvira,

in the ninth of Neoc^esarea, and in the ninth and tenth of

Nicsea. The source of this canon is unknown.

Can. 62 (61).

Et Ti? Kkr}pLKo<i Bca (po^ov dvOpwinvov ^lovSaiov rj ''EXKr]vo<;

Tj alperiKOv dpvijarjrai, el fiev ovofia XpLarov, diro^aXKeado), el

Se KoX TO ovofjua tov kXtjpikov, KaOaipeiaOco' fjueTavoTjcra^ Be ox?

XalKo<; Se^6r]T(o.

Si quis clericus propter metum humanum Judaei vel gen-
tilis vel hseretici negaverit, siquidem nomen Christi, segre-

getur; si vero nomen clerici, deponatur; si autem poeniten-

tiam egerit, ut laicus recipiatur.

Drey* thinks that the persecutions of the Christians at the

commencement of the fourth century, under the Emperors

Diocletian, Galerius, Maximin, and Licinius, gave occasion for

this canon, which is from an unknown source.

1
vi. 16. 2 ic. S. 281.

3 Cf. Drey, I.e. S. 2i3. *
I.e. S. 316.
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Can. 63 (62).

El Ti? iTTLaKoiro^ tj irpea^vTepo^; rj hiCLKOvo^ fj o\o)<; tov Kara-

\6yov TOV lepariKou ^dyrj Kpea ev aip^aTi "yfrv^i)^ avrov 17 dr^pid-

\coTov rj 6v7](TLfjLaloVj KaOaipelaOa}' tovto yap 6 v6fJbo<; diruTrev,

El Be \alKo<; eirj, d<j)opt^6cr6co.

Si qiiis episcopus aut presbyter ant diaconiis, aut omnino

ex catalogo clericorum, manducaverit carnem in sanguine
animse ejus, vel capturn a bestia, vel morticinium, deponatur ;

id enim lex quoque interdixit. Quod si laicus sit, segregetur.

This canon must be classed among the most ancient of the

collection.^

Can. 64 (63).

Ei Tt9 KkrjpiKo^; r) \alKo^ elaeXOt} eh a-vvaycoyrjv ^lovBamv tj

alpeTinSiV avvev^aadai, KaOaipeiaOoi koI dcfyopc^ecrdco.

Si quis clericus vel laicus ingressus fuerit synagogam Judse-

orum vel hsereticorum ad orandum, ille deponatur, hie segre-

getur.

The same remark applies to this as to the sixty-third canon.

This canon was formed from the A;postolic Constitutions?

Can. 65 (64).

E't Tt9 K\,7]pLKo<;
ev

fJ-d^^y
tlvcl Kpovaa^ teal diro tov evo<;

Kpov(T/jLaTO<s aTTOKTeivet, KadatpelaOco Bca ttjv irpoTreTeiav avTov'

ei Be XaiKo^ etr], d(j)opL^ea6co.

Si quis clericus in contentione aliquem ferierit, atque ex

ictu occiderit, deponatur ob suam prsecipitantiam ; laicus vero

segregetur.

It was not thought necessary to make such a law as this

during the ancient Church : it was only subsequently, in the

midst of the contentions excited by Arianism, that it became

indispensable that such acts of brutality should be condemned.

The origin of this canon is unknown,^ We must remark,

further, that according to the order followed in the apostolic

canons, where they are placed after the Apostolic Constitutions

(as in Cotelerius, Galland, Drey), the present canon follows the

sixty-sixth, so that they change places. We prefer to follow

1 Cf. Drey, I.e. S. 249.
2 Constit Apostol ii. 61. Cf. Drey, I.e. S. 254 and 404.
3 See above, C. 28 j

and Drey, I.e. S. 341 ff.
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the order which is observed in the ancient collections of canons

and of councils.

Can. 66 (65).

Ei Ti9 K\r]pi,KO<; evpeOy Trfv KvpcaKrjv rjjjbepav vrjaTevcov rj to

crdp^aTOV TrXrjv rov ej/09 fiovov, KaOaipeidOco' el he Xat«09,

d<^0pLl:l,ea6(O.

Si quis clericus inventus fuerit die dominica vel sahbato,

prseter unum solum, jejunans, deponatur ;
si fuerit laicus,

segregetur.

In some countries—for instance in Eome, and also in Spain
—

Saturday was a fast-day ;
but in other countries this fast was

not observed/ and this difference is very ancient. The custom

of fasting on Sunday is to be met with only among those

sects who professed a sort of Gnostic dualism,—for instance,

the Marcionites. It may therefore be said that this canon

belongs to the most ancient of the collection, and that it is

formed from the Ajpostolic Constitutions?

Can. 67 {^^).

Eo Tt<? irapOevov dfJuvrjaTevrov (Biacrapbevo^ ^X^h d^opt^eaOco'

firj e^elvav he avro) erepav TuLfifidveLV aXX iKelvrjv, ijv yperlaaTO,
KCLV Trevf^pa rv'yj(avrf.

Si quis virginem non desponsatam vi illata teneat, segre-

getur, nee aliam ducat, sed banc, quam sic elegit, retineat,

etiamsi paupercula fuerit.

The eleventh canon of Ancyra had before condemned the

rape of girls, but it concerned only those girls who were be-

trothed, as also did S. Basil the Great, in the twenty-second

chapter of his second canonical letter to Amphilochius.^ As, in

point of severity, this canon holds the middle course between

the ancient ordinances of Ancyra *and of S. Basil, and the

more recent rules of the Council of Chalcedon,* Drey con-

cludes^ that its origin must be referred to the period between

these Councils of Ancyra and Chalcedon, and it must there-

fore be considered as among the most recent of the collection.

^ See above, the explanation of the canons of the Synod of Elvira
;
and Drey,

I.e. S. 285.
2 V. 20. Cf. Drey, I.e. S. 283 ff. and 404, where it is numbered 65.

3
0pp. iii. 293, ed. Bened. * C. 27. •

«
I.e. S. 349.



THE SO-CALLED APOSTOLIC CANONS. 485

He goes so far as to think^ that we should not be wrong in

regarding it as an imitation of the twenty-second canon of

Chalcedon.

Can. 68 (67).

Et Tt9 iirL<TKO'iro^ rj 7rpea-^VTepo<; t) BLUKOVOf; Bevripav ^etpo-
Toviav Several, irapd Tf.vo<;, KaOaipeiadco koI avro? koI 6 %efpo-

Tovrjaa<i, et l^yfie. apa avoTalr], otl irapa aiperiKcov 6'^et ttjv

'^ecpoTOvlav rov^ yap irapa tmv tolovtcov paima-Oevra'; rj x^Lpo-

TOV7]9evTa<; ovre TrtcrTou? ovre Kkr]ptKov^ elvai Svvarov.

Si qnis episcopus vel presbyter aut diaconns secundam

ordinationem acceperit ab aliqiio, deponatur et ipse, et qui
eum ordinavit, nisi ostendat ab hsereticis ordinationem se

habere; a talibns enim baptizati et ordinati neque fideles

neqne clerici esse possunt.

The same remark applies to this as to the forty-sixth

canon.^ Its origin is not known.

Can. 69 (68).

Et Tt9 iirla-KOTTOf; rj irpea^VTepo^ rj ^lclkovo^ tj dvayvaxTTijf; rj

'^akT7]<^ Tr]v wylav reaaapa/coaTrjv tov wda'^a rj rerpaSa rj

rrrapaaKevTjv ov vrjarevoc^ KaOaipelaOoi, iKTO<; el
/jurj

Si,* daOeveiav

acofiarcKrjv epbirohi^oLTO' el Be \alKo<; etr}^ dcjyopL^iaOo),

Si qnis episcopus aut presbyter aut diaconus aut lector aut

cantor sanctam Quadragesimam non jejunat, aut quartam sex-

tamque feriam, deponatur, nisi infirmitate corporis impediatur ;

laicus vero segregetur.

The custom of fasting before Easter, during Lent, is very
ancient. S. Irenseus even believes that it proceeded from the

apostles. Therefore Drey considers this canon to be one of

the most ancient, and that it may be traced back to about the

third century.^ In another passage,* Drey gives it as his

opinion that this canon and the one following were taken

from the spurious Epistle of S. Ignatius to the Philippians.^

Can. 70 (69).

. Et Tt9 eTTLO-KOiro^ rj irpea-jSurepo^ rj SidKOvo<; y oXtw? Toy

KardXoyov TOiv KXrjpLKcov vrjarevoL fxera to3V ^lovBaicov y avveop-

1 S. 412. 2 cf. Drey, Ic. S. 263. 3
D^gy^ i^^ g^ 250.

*S. 412. 6 C. 13 and 14.
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rd^ot fjL€T avTcov ^ Bi'^otro irap avrcov to, t^9 eo/3T?5? ^evia, olov

d^vfia 7]
Ti TOLOVTOV, Ka0acp€La6(o' el Be \aiKo<;, d(j)opL^ea6co.

Si quis episcopus aiit alius clericus cum Judseis jejunet, vel

dies festos agat, aut festorum munera ab ipsis accipiat, veluti

azyma hisque similia, deponatur; si laicus haec fecerit, segre-

getttr.

According to Drey/ this canon and the one following date

from the end of the third or the middle of the fourth cen-

tury. The Synod of Elvira had before recommended, in its

forty-ninth and fiftieth canons, that too intimate connections

with Jews should be avoided. Drey^ is, however, of opinion
that this canon and the one following were derived from the

thirty- seventh, thirty-eighth, and thirty-ninth canons of

Laodicea.

Can. 71 (70).

El Ti9 XpicTTLavo^ eXaiov direver^Krj eh leph iOvcov rj eh

<TVvayco'yr)v ^lovBalcov iv rat? eoprah avTCJVj rj \v^vov<; aTrrei,

d(f)0pL^ea6(o.

Si quis christianus ad templa Gentilium aut ad synagogas
Judseorum oleum deferat, vel in istorum festis lucernas accen-

dat, segregetur.

See the comments on the preceding canon. The Council

of Elvira had before made several rules for preventing Chris-

tians from communicating in sacris with pagans.^

Can. 72 (71).

Wt TL<; /cXr}pLKo<; y Xat/co? diro Trj<; dy[a<; eKKXrja-ia^ d(j)e\7jTat

KTjpov Tj eXatoVj dcpopL^eaOco [koI to iTTLTre/jLTTTOv irpooTiOerct) pLeO'

ov ekapev],

Clericus aut laicus ceram aut oleum e sancta ecclesia aufe-

rens, segregetur, ultraque ablatum quintam partem restituat.

The robbery here spoken of shows that this canon was

formed in corrupt times : it must therefore be reckoned among
the least ancient, and is of unknown origin.*

Can. 73 (72).

^Kevo^ '^pvaovv Koi dpyvpovu dycaadep t} oOovqv pLTjBeh eTO

eh OLKelav '^Tjatv a<j)eT€pL^ia6(0' irapdvopLOv ydp. El Be Tt?

(pcopaOeirjj eirLTLpbdaOu) d^opiapLO),
»

I.e. S. 287. 2 s, 410. 3 c. 2-4 and 55-57. * Cf. Drey, I.e. S. 345 f.



THE SO-CALLED APOSTOLIC CANONS.

Yasa argentea aureave, necnon linteamina Deo consecrata

nemo deinceps in proprios usus vertat, nefas enim est. De-

pretensus in eo segregatione multetiir.

What this canon says is entirely in harmony with the

views and customs of the ancient Church. It supposes, indeed,

an opulence which the churches hardly possessed in the first

ages : it is proved, however, that from the third century
several churches were in possession of a considerable number

of vessels of gold and silver. "We may therefore trace this

seventy-third canon back as far as the second half of the third

century. Drey,^ however, holds it to be more recent
;

it is of

unknown origin.

Can. 74 (73).

^EttIctko'ttov KarrjyoprjdevTa iirt tivi irapa a^LOirlo-Tcov avOpoo-

TTcov, KoXelaOaL avrov avayKacov vtto twv eincrKoiTGOV kolv fiev

airavTrjari koX ofidkoj^ar} y iXey^deirj, opi^eaOai to iTriri/JLiov

el Se Ka\ovfJL€Vo<; firj viraKovaoc, KaXeiaOca koI Bevrepov, diroa-

reWofievoyv iir avrov Bvo i'jrccrKOTrcov' iav Be kol ovtco Kara(ppo-

vrjaa<i fir] airavrriar], rj (7VVoBo<; aTTO^aiveaOco Kar avrov ra

BoKOvvra, 67rco<; firj Bo^rj KepBaiveiv ^vjoBlkcov.

Episcopum ab hominibus christianis et fide dignis de

crimine accusatum in jus vocent episcopi. Si vocationi paruerit

responderitque, fueritque convictus, poena decernatur
;

si vero

vocatus haud paruerit, missis ad eum duobus episcopis iterum

vocetur
;

si ne sic quidem paruerit, duo rursus ad eum missi

tertio vocent episcopi. Si hanc quoque missionem aspernatus

non venerit, pronuneiet contra eum synodus quae videbuntur,

ne ex judicii detrectatione lucrum facere videatur.

This canon and the one following are certainly ancient in

some parts ;
but they are undoubtedly subsequent to the

Council of Nicsea. Drey^ supposes that this canon was

formed in compliance with what the Synod of Chalcedon

decreed against Dioscurus. See our remarks at the com-

mencement of the Appendix.

Can. 75 (74).

El<; fJLapTVpMV ttjv kut eiricrKoTrov alperiKov fir} irpoaBi-

1 Ic. S. 306.
2 U. S. 335 ff. and 412.



488 APPENDIX.

'^eaOai, oXka firjBe Trtarow eva fiovov iirl cTOfjiaTO^ yap Bvo ^

rpccov fJLapTvpcov a-TaOrjaerai irav prjpLa.

Ad testimonium contra episcopum dicendum nee h?ereticiim

hominem admittite, nee etiam fidelem unicum
;

ait enim lex :

In ore duorum vel trium testium stabit omne verbum.

See the comments on the preceding canon.

Can. 76 (75).

Otl ov
')(^prj

iiTLaKOirov to3 aBeXcjxp rj vlw ^ €T€pa> (Tvyyevel

'^(apl^ecrOai irdOei dvOpwirivcd' ov yap ttjv tov Geov ^EKKKrjcriav

viro KXrjpovofiovf; 6(j)6l\ei. TiOevai' el Be rt? tovto TroLrjaei^ uKvpo^

/leverco y '^ecpOTOvlay avro^ Be iTrorifidaOco d^opLcrixw.

Episcopum fratri suo, aut filio vel alteri propinquo episco-

patum largiri, et quos ipse vult, ordinare non decet
; sequum

enim non est, ut Dei dona humano affectu divendantur, et

Ecclesia Christi, episcopatusque haereditatum jura sequatur.

Si quis ita fecerit, ejus quidem ordinatio sit irrita, ipse vero

segregationis ferat poenam.
The twenty-third canon of the Sjoiod of Antioch, in 341,

makes a rule almost similar to this in the main. Therefore

Drey-^ believes that the apostolic canon was formed from that

of Antioch.

Can. 77 (76).

EX Ti^ dvdirrjpo^; t) top o^OaXfibv tj to o-«eXo9 ireTrXrjy/JLevo^;,

d^Lo<; Be ecTTLV, eiria-KOiro^ yiveadco' ov yap Xco/St] (7cop,aT0<i avTov

fiiaiveiy aWa '\jrv'^7]<i fio\vap.6<;.

Si quis fuerit vel oculo laesus vel crure debilis, caeteroquin

dignus, qui fiat episcopus, fiat; non enim vitium corporis

polluit, sed animi.

The canons 77-79 inclusive belong to the first three cen-

turies of the ChurcL Their origin is unknown.^

Can. 78 (77).

Ka)(j)o<; Be cov koX tuc^Xo? fjur] yivkcQw eTTidKOirov ov-^ co?

fie/SXa/jL/jbivo^f dXX* iva fir} to, eKKkrjaiaaTLKa TrapefiTroBi^oLTO.

Surdus vero, mutus aut caecus ne fiat episcopus, non quod

poUutus sit, sed ne impediantur ecclesiastica.

I Ic. S. 360 fiF. and 406.
^
Drey, I.e. S. 264 flF.



THE SO-CALLED APOSTOLIC CANONS. 489

Can. 79 (78).

^Edv Tt9 Sal/iova e^y, /cXrjpLfCo^ fir] (yivea-Oco, cXka jir^he tol<;

TTto-TOfc? crvvev^eaOca' KaOapiaOeh 5e TrpoaBe^ecrOco koIj iav y

d^co<;, ryiviadco,

Dffimonem qui habet, clericiis non sit, nee etiam cum
fidelibus oret. Emundatus autem recipiatur, et si dignus

habeatur, clericus existat.

This canon may have been formed from the Apostolic Con-

stitutions}

Can. 80 (79).

Tov ef eOvLKOv ^iov irpoaekOovTa koI ^airTLaOevTa tj e/c

<j)av\7](; Staycoyrj'i ou hUaiov ian irapavTLKa irpo^eipL^eaOat
iTTLaKOTrov aBcKov yap tov firjhe irpoTreipav iirtBeL^dfievov irepcov

elvab BiBdaKoXov el fi^irov Kara Oeiav x^P^^ tovto ylverac.

Qui ex gentibus, aut post vitam non laudabiliter actam per

baptismum ad ecclesiam accessit, hunc non decet mox prove-
here ad episcopatum ; iniquum enim est, aliorum existere

doctorem, qui probationem non dederit, nisi forte divino id

munere contingat.

S. Paul gives a similar rule.^ Cf. Drey,^ who considers it*

to be an imitation of the second canon of Mcaea.

Can. 81 (80).

EtTTOfjuev^ OTL ov
')(^pr)

iTTLCTKOirov 7] irpea^vrepov KaOiivai

eavTov eh Br]/jLoaLa<; BLOLKrjaeL<i, dXka 'irpoaev/caipelv Tal<i i/CKXi]-

(TLaaTLKah XP^^^^'^' V '^^I'OeaOco ovv tovto firj irocelv rj KaOai-

pelaOw ovBel<; yap BvvaTac Bval KvpLOC^ BovXevecv, KaTcu t^v

KvpLaKTjv irapaKeXevaLV.

Diximus non oportere, ut episcopus in publicas admini-

strationes sese demittat, sed Ecclesise utilitatibus vacet. Aut

igitur persuadeatur hoc non facere, aut deponatur. Kemo
enim potest duobus dominis servire, juxta Domini admoni-

tionem.

So long as heathenism predominated, it was exceedingly

dangerous for Christians to accept public offices, because they

obliged those who filled them to communicate often in sacris

with pagans. See (sec. 1 2) the canons of Elvira, and the com-

1
viii. 32. Cf. Drey, Ic. S. 403. ^ j tj^^ j^^ q^ 2 sqq., and Tit. i. 6.

3S. 243. *S. 410.
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nients accompanying them. At this period, however, it was

only the laity who competed for public offices : among the

bishops, Paul of Samosata was the first known example of

this kind. Such cases increased when, under Constantine

the Great and his successors, Christianity gained more and

more the upper hand
;
and it became important to forbid

bishops to accept civil employment by a special ordinance.

Drey^ considers this canon as an abridgment of the third

canon of Chalcedon.

Can. 82 (81).

OlKera^; 6t9 Kkrjpov irpo'^eLpi^eaOai dvev tt}? tcjv heairoTwv

ryv(o/jL7j<;y dvaTpoiTr]v to tolovto ipyd^erat' el Se ttotc koI d^co<;

^avelr) 6 olKerr]^ Trpo^ ^ecporovcav ^aO/jLov, olo^ koX 6 ri/jL6T6po<i

^OvqaLjjLo^; €(f)dv7)j kol
(Tirf')(u>p7](Tovcnv

ol SeaTrorac kol iXevOepco-

aovab KOL Tov ockov eavTwv i^airoarekovcTL, fyiveaOco.

Servos invitis dominis ad clerum promoveri non permitti-

mus, ne molestia possessoribus fiat, hoc namque domos evertit.

Si quando vero servus dignus videtur, ut ad ordinationem

ascendat, quemadmodum visus est Onesimus noster, et con-

sentit dominus ac manumittit, suique juris facit, fiat clericus.

We are not in a position to fix the antiquity and origin of

this canon.
•

Can. 83 (82).

*E7rL(TK07ro<; t] nrpea^VTepo'; rj BcaKovo^ CTpaTela cr'^oXd^cjv

KoX ^ov\6fM€uo<i d/jLcporepa Kari^etv, ^Pco/jLalKrjv dp')(r)v
koX

lepaTCKTjv BloUtjctlv, KaOaipeiaOco' rd fydp tov Kataapo^ KaLaapc,
KOL rd TOV ©eov rw Oew.

Episcopus vel presbyter vel diaconus militiae dans operam,
et utraque volens retinere, Eomanum magistratum et sacer-

dotalem administrationem, deponatur. Quae enim sunt Caesaris

Csesari, et quae sunt Dei Deo.

Drey
^
considers this canon to have been formed from the

seventh of the fourth CEcumenical Council, and consequently

that it is one of the most recent of the collection. See, in

opposition to his opinion, our remarks at the beginning of

this Appendix.

1 Ic. S. 246 and 411.
» S. 249 and 411.
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Can. 84 (83).

Oo"Tt9 v/SpL^ei, jSaaiKea rj dp')(pvTaj Tificopiav tlvvvtcd' koI el

fiev Kkr]piKO<;j KaOaipelcrdo}, el Se \a'iKo<^y dtpopt^eadco,

Quicunque commiserit aliquid contra jus adversus Csesarem

aut magistratum, puniatur ;
et quidem si clericus fuerit, de-

ponatur ;
si laicus, segregetur.

It might be thought that this canon was formed in a time

of persecution, when it could be more easily understood that

Christians should despise the Emperors ;
but nevertheless it

was not so. This canon fits in much better to the time of

the Arian struggle, when such offences against the Emperors
were much more abundant. The origin of the canon is

unknown.^

Can. 85 (84).

"EaTco TTaacv vfuv KKrjpLKol^ Koi \alKOL<i ^c/SXla ae^do-fjuLa

Kol dyittj T?}? fiev iraKaia^ hiaOrjKrj^ Mci)V(7eco<; irevTe^ Teveai^,

"E^oho^, AevLTLKoVy ^ApidfjLol, AevrepovofiLov ^Irja-oO vlov Navrj

€v, *Povd €v, BaatXeLcov reaa-apa, UapaXeLTrofjiivcov rod ^i^lov
Tcov rjpLepodv Bvo, ^EcrOrjp eVy Ma^ajSalKcbv rpia, ^lo)^ ev, WaX-

TTjpLov evy ^oXofjLOJVTO'i Tpla, IlapoLfJLLai,, ^EKKXtjaLaarr)^, Alafia

dafidrcov npo^r}T(ov BeKaBvo ev, 'Haatov ev, ^lepe/jblov ^v,

'le^eKtrjX ev, AavLrjk ev e^coOev Be Trpoa-taTopeLaOco vjjLlv, fiav-

Odveiv vfjLCJV Tov<; veov^ ttjv ao^lav tov 7ro\v/jLadov<; ^eipd'^.

'H/JLerepa Be, tovt eart t^? kucvt}^ Btad^KTj^;, EvayyiXca Teaaapa,

MarOalov, MdpKov, Aovkcl, 'Icodvvov HavXov eTrcaroXal BeKa-

Tecraapef;, Uerpov eindToXai Bvo, ^Iiodvvov rpeU, ^laKco^ov fila,

^lovBa fila, KXfjfievTO^ eiriaToXal Bvo teal at BcaTayal v/jllv rot?

eirLo-KoiroLf; BC ifjLov KXrjjjLevTO<i ev oktco /St^Xtot? 7rpo(T7re(f>cov7j-

fievai, a? ov Bet Brjfjtocrtevetv eVt irdvTcov Bta rci ev avrat^

fiva-TtKctj Kol at npd^et<; r)ixS)v tcov dTroaroXcov.

Sint autem vobis omnibus, cum clericis turn laicis, libri

venerabiles et sancti : veteris quidem testamenti, Moysis

quinque,
—

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numeri, Deuterono-

mium
;
Jesu filii Navae unus

;
Judicum unus, Euth unus

;

Eegnorum quatuor, Paralipomenon libri dierum duo
;
Esdrae

duo
;
Esther unus

;
Judith unus

;
Machabseorum tres

;
Hiobi

unus
;

Psalmi centum quinquaginta ;
Salomonis libri tres,

Proverbia, Ecclesiastes, Canticum canticorum
; Prophetse sex-

1 Cf. Drey, I.e. S. 347.
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decim
; prseter hos nominetur vobis etiam Sapientia multiscii

Siraclii, quam adolescentes vestri discant. Nostri autem, id

est libri novi testament! : Evangelia quatuor, Matthaei, Marci,

Lucse, Joannis
;

Pauli epistolse quatuordecim ;
Petri duse

;

Joannis tres
;
Jacobi una

;
Judse una

;
dementis epistolse

duse; et Constitutiones vobis episcopis per me Clementem
octo libris nuncupatse, quas non oportet inter omnes divul-

gate, ob mystica quae in eis sunt, et Acta nostra apostolorum.
This is probably tbe least ancient canon in. the whole col-

lection.-^ In most of the Greek manuscripts the apostolic

canons are followed by a short epilogue, containing an ex-

hortation addressed to the bishops, recommending them to

observe these canons. It ends with a prayer, which is

printed with the apostolic canons in Cotelerius,^ GaUand,^

Mansi,* Ueltzen,* and also in Latin in Drey.^

1 Cf. Drey, I.e. S. 370. » p^tr. Apost. i. 454.
3 Bibl. PP. iii. 248. * Vol. i. p. 47.

* Constit. Apost. p. 253 sq.
«

I.e. S. 235.
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AcESius, Novatian Bishop of Con-

stantinople, at the Synod of Nictea,
295, 413.

Achaia, synod in, 92.

Adultery, ecclesiastical punishment
of, 141, 157, 164, 166, 219 ; of wo-
men with clerics, 165, 223 ; with
a Jewess or heathen woman, 170 ;

with the previous knowledge of the

husband, 167, 219 j connected with

child-murder, whether it breaks
the marriage bond, 164, 167, 220 ;

of a cleric, 223.

j3Elia (see Jerusalem).

Agapse, 213.

Age, canonical, for a priest, 228.

Agrippinus, Bishop of Carthage, 86,

92, 104, 106.

Alexander, made Bishop of Alexan-

dria, 242 ; opposes Arius, 247 ;
his

two letters against Arius, 248, 249 ;

a third letter of his, 250 ; his doc-

trine, 249.

Alexandria, synods at, on account of

Origen, 87 ; on account of Meletius,
130 ; Arius, 247, 248 ; the Alex-
andrian Church before Arius, did

not hold Arian doctrine, 236 ; the

patriarchal rights of, confirmed at

Nic^a, 389.

Anatolius, his Easter canon, 320.

Anchialus, synod at, 78.

Ancyra, synod at (314), 199 ; canons

of, 201.

Antioch, three synods at, on account
of Paul of Samosata, 118 ff. ; pre-
tended letter of third synod, 120 ;

relation of the school of, to the doc-

trine of the Logos, 237 ; the patri-
archal rights of, confirmed at Nicsea,
389.

Apollinaris, of Hierapolis, on the
Easter question, 310.

Apostasy, and return to the Church,

146, 157, 195, 196; treatment of

apostates in sickness, 195, 196.

{Gf. Dymg.)
Apostolic canons, their antiquity, 107,
449 ; their publication, 449 ; their

value, 450 ; their sources, 454 ; edi-

tions of them, 457.

Apostolic Council, 77.

Appeals, to the Emperor, 178, 180,
197 ; to the Pope, 356.

Arabia, heretics in, 91 ; synods there,
91.

Arians, measures of the Emperor
Constantino against, after their

condemnation at Nicsea, 295, 297.

Arianism—whether, before the time
of Arius, his opinions were taught
in Alexandria, 236 ; whether those

opinions were held in the ancient

Church, before Nicsea, 231. {flf,

Nicsea, Arius.)

Arius, his mental tendencies, 239 ;

his relation to Philo, 240 ; the Arian
and Gnostic Demiurge, 241 ; time
and place favourable for the propa-
gation of Arianism, 239, 241 ; per-
sonal history of Arius, 241 ; opposes
his bishop, 243, 245 ; his doctrine,

243, 249, 251, 254 ; denies that
Christ had a human rational soul,

238; gains friends and followers,

246, 277 ; leaves Alexandria, 252 ;

his letters, 252; his Tlialla, 254,
257 ; returns to Alexandria, 259 ;

is at Nicaea, 277 ; what bishops at

Nicsea were on his side, 277 ;
he i?!

condemned and exiled, 295, 297.

Aries, first synod there, 180 ; was a
Western General Synod, 182; its

acts, 183 ; its canons, 184 ; its de-
cision respecting Easter, 321.

Arsinoe, synod at, 117.

Art in churches forbidden by the

Synod of Elvira, 151.
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Asiatic synods on account of Noetus,
92.

Athanasius, his youth, 273 ; his in-

fluence at Nicsea, 273, 274, 278.

Audians, 334.

Aurelian, the Koman emperor, de-

cides against Paul of Samosata,
125.

Baptism, to be administered to chil-

dren soon after birth, 97 ; laymen,
nob bigamists, may baptize in case
of need, 152 ; baptism of sick, and
in articulo mortis, 142, 152, 187 ; of

catechumens after two years' pro-

bation, 155 ; deacons may baptize,
170 ; women with child to be bap-
tized at once, 226 ; not to be ad-

ministered hastily, 377 ; preceded
by laying on of hands, 153 ; the
cleric to receive no present from
the baptized person, 157 ; newly
baptized person not to be ordained

priest, 377 ; whether baptism re-

moves the impedimenta ordinis, 414;

repetition of, forbidden, 477 ; to be
in the name of the three Persons in

the Holy Trinity, 478 ; not merely
into the death of Christ, 478; by
trine immersion, 478.

Baptism of heretics (cf. Heretics).

Baptismus clinicorum, 229.

Basle, Synod of, whether an oecu-

menical, 69.

Beryllus of Bostra, 91.

Bestiality, 215 ff.

Betrothed woman, carried off, 211
;

may not be married by one who
has seduced her sister, 221 f .

Bigamy, 141 f., 189, 196, 218, 226.

Bishop, may not exchange his diocese

with another, 185, 195, 422, 423 ;

must not receive a person excom-
municated by another bishop, 159,

193, 196, 386 ; must not officiate in

another bishop's diocese, 194 ; par-

ticularly, must not ordain, 196 ;

nor yet ordain one from a strange
diocese for his own, 423 ; may offer

the sacrifice in a strange diocese,
195 ; penance and the holy com-
munion in the bishop's power, 149 ;

only in case of necessity in the

priest's, 149 ; rule of Nicaea on the
election and consecration of a

bishop, 381 ; older rule, 195 ; his-

tory of episcopal elections, 382,
384 ; no novice to be a bishop,
377 ; the comprovincial bishops
have the right to appoint a new I

bishop at a synod, 383 ; every new
bishop must be ordained by^even
or three or more other bishops, 195,
381 ; the metroj)olitan has the right
of confirming the election of every
bishop, S81, 383, 385, 396 ; more
recently this right was transferred
to the Pope, 386 ; a bishop rejected
by a church without any fault of
his own may retain his office of

priest, 217 ; how schismatical

bishops are to be treated on re-

turning to the Church, 352, 413.

Bithynia, synod there in favour of
the Arians, 258.

Blastus, an Ebionite Quartodeciman,
313.

Body of Christ, without a human soul,
238.

Bostra, synod at, 91.

Britain, its Easter festival, 330.

Business, worldly, forbidden to clerics.

460.:

C^SAREA in Palestine, synod there
on account of the Easter contro-

versy, 82; relation of this see to

Jerusalem, 405, 408.

Csesarea in Cappadocia, recognised as

supreme metropolitan (exarchal)
diocese, 395.

Calicem offerre and benedicere, 427.
Canon = ordo clericorum, 43.4:.

Canones apostolorum (see Apostolic
Canons).

Carthage, primacy of the bishop, 162,

174; synod there under Agrippinus,
86 ; Synod, a.d. 249, 92; a.d. 251,
94; A.D. 252, 96; A.D. 255, 99;
A.D. 256, 100.

Catechumens, whether two or three
classes of, 421 ; period of, lasted
two years, 155 ; accelerated bap-
tism of, 142 ; in case of women
with child, 226 ; punishment for

sins, especially carnal sins of, 139,

142, 225 ; punishment of lapsed,
420; those who sacrificed to idols

not to be ordained after baptism,
211 ; negligent attendance of, at
divine service, 156 ; receive laying
on of hands before baptism, 152,
153.

Cathari = Novatians, 409.

Cathedra prima, 162.

Cecilian of Carthage, 174.

Celibacy, one who becomes a cleric,

being unmarried, must not marry,
except a lector, 435 ; decision of the

Synod of Elvira on celibacy, 150 ;
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Synod of Aries recommend it, 197 ;

whether a law on the subject was

given at Nictea, 380, 435 ; puuish-
ment for the loss of celibacy by
marriage or impurity, 223 ; deacons

may make a condition at their or-

dination that they shall be allowed
to marry, 210.

Cemeteries, 150 f. ; women must not

spend the night in, 151.

ChaJcedon, oecumenical synod there, by
whom convoked, 11 ; who presided,
31 ; lays its acts befoi-e the Pope
for his confirmation, 44G.

Chalice may be administered by
deacon, 427.

Charioteers, their reception into the

Church, 164, 187.

Chorepiscopi, 17 f., 230; limitations

of, 211 ; successors of the seventy
disciples of Christ, 230 ; presence
at synods, 17 f.

Christians, have heathen tenants and
slaves, 154 ; allow their fruits to be
blessed by Jews, 158 ; may not eat

and associate with Jews, 159 ; may
not hold the office of flamen, 138 ;

may not adorn heathen festivals,

162 ;
nor be present at heathen

sacrifices, 163 ;
must avoid all in-

tercourse with heathen, 155, 162.

Christology of the Arians, and of

Lucian of Antioch, 238.

Church—no pictures to be in churches,
151 ; satires not to be placed in,

159 ;
in some churches only a dea-

con placed, without a priest, 170; a
cleric not to go fromonechurchto an-

other, 185, 195, 422, 423; negligent
attendance at church punished,
145 ; even in case of catechumens,
156 ;

church vessels not to be turned

\
to private use, 487 ;

church pro-
. perty, security of, 214, 475; wax

and oil of church not to be used

by private persons, 487 ; offerings
of fruit, etc., to the Church, 458-
460 ; bishop may have private pro-

perty, 475.

Cinerarius, 165 f.

Cirta, synod at, 128.

Clement of Alexandria on the Easter

question, 312.

Clerics, who might not become, 146,

149, 169, 414; a neophyte might not,

377, 378 ; nor one who had been

guilty of mortal sin, 146, 149, 169,
414

; if he did, he must be deposed,
414 ; nor one who had married a

comcpta, 196 ;
or whose wife had

been guilty of adultery, 226 ; nor
one who has emasculated himself,
375 ; whether one formerly incon-
tinent could be received into the
number of the clergy, 226, 227 ;

clerics who have been guilty of

carnal sins before their ordination
can perform only a part of their

duties, 226, 227 ; priests and bishops
who have been guilty of a serious
sin before, are to be deposed, 378,
414 ; one who has received clinical

baptism not to become a priest,
227 ; freedmen whose masters are

heathens, not to be clerics, 171 ;

whether slaves may be ordained

{see Slaves) ; one must be thirty
years old before he is ordained

priest, 227 ; no bishop must ordain
one from a strange diocese, either

for his own or for any other

diocese, 196, 423 ; clerics ordained

by traditores, 191 ; clerics must
not change their churches, 185,

195, 422, 423 ; are restrained from
merchandise, 145, 191 ; and from

being guardians, 84 ; must receive
no strange or doubtful women into

their houses, 148, 379 ; must not
live with a wife who has been an
adulteress, 165, 226 ; punishment
of the clergy for impurity, 145, 223 ;

treatment of the clergy who became
traditores or lapsi^ 191, 201, 202,
415 ; treatment of schismatic al
clerics who return to the Church,
352, 411.

CoUuthus, 250.

Comatus, 165 f.

Commcndatitiae epistolas (see Epis-
tolse).

Communicatorias literae [see Epistolae).

Communion, holy, he who does not

partake must not sacrifice, 148 ;

reception of, must be decided by
the bishop, 149 ; only in cases of

necessity by a priest or deacon, 149 ;

its administration by the bishop,
419 ; the usurpation of deacons in

its administration, 427 ; it is the

Body of Christ, 430 ; it must be re-

ceived by all who come into church,
461, 462 ; especially by the clergy,
461 ; as a sacrifice {see Sacrifice).

Comprovincial bishops, their part in

the election of a bishop, 383.

ConcHiabulum of the Donatists (a.d.

312), 175.

Concilium universale, or plenarium, 3.

Concilia mixta, 5.



496 INDEX.

Confirmation, right of, belonged to

the metropolitan, 381, 384 ; laying
on of hands in articulo mortis, 152,

187 ; converts to be confirmed, 113,
188 ; one baptized by a deacon to

be confirmed by a bishop, 169.

Constantino the Great, becomes sole

emperor, 259 ; takes part in the
Arian controversy, 259 ; regards
the matter at first superficially,
260 ; sends Hosius to Alexandria,
260 ; convokes the Synod of Nicsea,

261, 268 ; his zeal for the o[jt,oov(no?,

289 ; measures against the Arians
after their condemnation by the
Council of Nicsea, 295, 297.

Constantinople, first svnod at, by
whom convoked, 9

;
who presided,

35 ; second QEcumenical Synod, by
whom convoked, 13 ; who presided,

31; third CEoumenical Synod there,

by whom convoked, 13 ; fourth, 30.

Constance, Council of, whether oecu-

menical, 58.

Converts, treatment of, 146, 188, 196.

Council (see Synod).
Corinth, synod there, on account of

the Easter controversy, 83.

Courtezan, heathen, converted, 156.

Cyprian, S., 93 fi". ; his argument with
reference to heretical baptism, 113.

Cyril of Alexandria, his Easter table,
329.

Deacon, one guilty of mortal sin

could not be a, 169 ;
or must after-

wards discharge the duty of one
in minor orders, 228 ; deacons in

churches where there are no priests,

170; may baptize there, 170; may
do nothing without the knowledge
of the priest, 194 ; may not ofi'er

the sacrifice, but may offerre in

another sense, 193, 427 ; may not
administer the Eucharist to priests,
427 ;

must receive the holy Eucha-
rist after the bishop and the priests,
427 ; must not sit among the priests,
427 ; no more than seven deacons to

be in one town, 230 ; may at their

ordination make the condition that

they shall be allowed to marry, 210.

Denunciations, punishment of false,

168, 169, 192.

Diaconi lapsi, how to be treated, 202.

(Compare Clerics.)

Deaconesses, their ordination, 432.

Dead, prayer and sacrifice for the,
92 ; their souls disquieted by light-

ing of tapers at their graves, 150.

Degrees of relatioaship, forbidden,
142, 165, 222, 224.

Diocesan synods, 4, 16.

Dionysius the Great, of Alexandria,
99, 103, 107, 117, 119 ; his doctrine
of the Logos, 234 f . ; his Easter

canon, 319.

Dionysius of Eome, 234.

Dionysius the Less, his Easter table,
330 ; his collection of canons, 449.

Divorce, 141, 142, 190, 196.

Doctrines, history of, according to
the HegeKan and the Catholic idea,
233.

Donatists, 128; origin of schism, 172
decision of Synod of Aries, 191 f.

they appeal to the Emperor, 197
further history of the, 198.

Dying, mildness towards the, 419.

Easter festival, synods respecting,
80; decision of Synod of Aries on the,

184, 321 ; Synod of Nicjea on, 298,
322 ; anciently, three ways of cele-

brating Easter : the Ebionitish, the

Johannean, and the ordinary cus-

tom, 299, 306; their differences,
300 ; home of Quartodecimans, 305 ;

first Easter controversy between

Polycarp and Anicetus, 309 ; second
Easter controversy between Ebio-
nitish and orthodox Quartodeci-
mans, 310 ; Blastus, Ebionitish

Quartodeciman at Eome, 313 ; third
Easter controversy between Victor
and Polycrates, 313 ; astronomical

question arises in third century,
with reference to the equinox, 316 ;

the Protopaschites, 321 ; the Easter

canons, 318 ; even after Niece a,

irregularities in the, 328 ; Cyril's
Easter table, 329 ; that of Victor of

Aquitaine, 329, 445
;
that of Diony-

sius the Less, 330 ; British Easter

custom, 330 ; since Charles the

Great, uniformity in time of, 330 ;

post-Nicene Quartodecimans, 332 ;

Audians, 334
;

rule of Apostolic
Canons, 460.

Elvira, Synod of, 131 ; was it Nova-
tian ? 134

;
its canons, 138.

Emasculation, taught by the Vale-

sians, 92 ; practised by many Chris-

tians, 376 ; forbidden at Nicsea,

376.

Ephesus, synod at, on account of the

Easter question, 81 ;
CEoumenical

Synod of, 10, 33 ; metropolitan

(exarchal) rights of the see of, con-

firmed at Nicsea, 395.
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Xmpernrg, presence of, at synods, 25
;

whether at other than oecumenical

synods,- 26 ; presence of their com-
missioners at synods, 26 ; whether

they presided at synods, 28 ; con-

firmed decrees of synods, 42 ; the
Donatists appealed to the Em-
peror in ecclesiastical matters, 178,
180.

Epistolse communicatorise and confes-

sorise, 146, 189.

Eucharist {see Holy Communion).
Eunuchs, immoral connection of

women with, 166 ; whether they
could be clerics, 376, 466 ; punish-
ment of emasculation for clerics and

laymen, 466. {Cf. Emasculation.)
Eusebians, 285 ; their want of agree-

ment, 288.

Eusebius of Csesarea, 246 ; proposes a
creed at !Nico3a, 288 ; his behaviour
at Nicjea, 289.

Eusebius of Nicomedia, on the side of

Arius, 245
;
his doctrine, 245

;
his

creed, 286 ;
his behaviour at Nicaea,

295 ; subscribes ofjcotouerios, instead of

of/,oovfft>)?, 295.

Excommunicated, restoration of, in

artlculo mortis, 149, 419 ; restored,
must enter the fourth grade of peni-
tents, 419; one excommunicated by
his own bishop, not to be restored

by another, unless that bishop has

died, 159, 193, 387; the provincial

synod may inquire whether he has
been rightly excommunicated, 387 ;

intercourse with, forbidden, 462.

Exucontians, 238, 251.

Fasting, rules on, 146 ; not allowed
on Sundays and feast-days, 147 ;

Manichsean fasts, 213 ; fasting in

Holy Week, 302 ; fasting in Lent,
303 ; allowed on only one Saturday
in the year, 484; all Saturdays fast-

days, 147.

Feasts, heathen, supported by Chris-

tians, 162._
Fees at baptism, forbidden, 157.

Felicissimus, deacon, 93.

Felix of Aptunga, 174.

Firmilian of Csesarea, 89, 90, 102.

Flamines, punishment of Christians
who took the office of, 139, 160.

Flesb-meat not to be regarded as sin-

ful, 21.3, 479.

Food, laws of, in ancient Church, 479,
483.

Freedmen, whose masters are heathen,
not to be clerics, 171.

Gaul, synods in, on account of Easter

question, 81 ; pretended synod in,

on account of Montanus, 83.

Gelasius of Cyzicus, his history of the

Synodof ISicaea, 263.
^

Gladiatorial games, forbidden, and re-

garded as murder, 139.

God, mother of, expression used even

by Alexander of Alexandria, 252.

Graves, lights upon, 150.

Gregory in the Council of Nicsea, 267.

Gregorian calendar, 331.

Guardianship, forbidden to clergy, 92.

Hands, laying on of, different from

ordination, 352, 411 ; catechumens

receive, before baptism, 153. {Cf.

Confirmation.)
Heathens, feasts of, not to be shared

in by Christians {cf. Communicatio
in sacris).

Heathenism, some Christians of early
times stood in close relation with,
138, 154, 160.

Heraclea, recognised as metropolitan
see of Thrace, 395.

Heretical baptism, controversy re-

specting, in Asia Minor, 87 ;
in

Africa, 98
; synods on account of,

87, 98 ; valid in ancient Church,
104; TertuUian's view on, 106;
those who have received, on re-

turning to the Church, to undergo
the two sacraments of penance and

confirmation, 112
;

the ordinance
of the Council of Aries on, 188 ; de-

cision of the Council of Nicaea on,
430 ; Apostolical Canons pronounced
invalid, 485.

Heretical ordination, invalid, 485.

Hierapolis, synod at, 78.

Hippolytus, on paschal controversy,
318 ; his Easter canon, 319.

Hosius, presides at first (Ecumenical

Synod at Nicsea, 39, 260, 281.

Hypostasis, frequently identified in

ancient times with Substance and
Ousia, and even at Nicsea, 295.

IcONiUM, synod at, 89.

Idols, images of, he who breaks them
and perishes in consequence, not to

be considered a martyr, 163 ; that
which is offered in sacrifice to, not
to be received by Christians, 154 ;

Christians not to be present at,

sacrifices, 163.

Incest with a step-daughter, 165.

Infant baptism, 97.

Infanticide, 164, 167, 220.

2 I
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Informers, punished, 1G8
the clergy, 169, 192.

against

Jacoe (orJames),Bishopof Nisibis, 272.

Jerusalem, destruction of, 404; settle-

ment of Christians in, 405; rebuild-

ing of ^lia, 405 ; rights of the
Church of, declared at Nicsea, 404 ;

relation of the see of, to Csesarea,

405, 407 ; receives a portion of the

patriarchate of Antioch, and be-

comes itself a patriarchal see, 408 ;

synod at, about Easter, 82.

Jews, bless fruits in Spain, 158; Chris-
tians to have no intercourse with,
not to eat with, 159. {Cf. Communi-
catio in sacris. )

Judith, whether the book of, was
declared canonical at Nicaea, 371.

Laity at councils, 18, 24.

Lambesitanum, Concilium, 90.

Laodicea, Easter controversy at, 310.

Lapsi, treatment of, 93, 96, 138 ;

synods respecting, ih. ; who yielded
to physical constraint, 202, 209 ;

different grades of, 203, 210 ; treat-

ment of those who fell under Lici-

nius, 416 ; of those who entered

military service under Licinius,
417 ; punishment of catechumens
who became lapd, 420 ; how to
treat fallen priests, 201 ; punish-
ment of traditores^ 191 ; restoration

of lapsi in articulo mortis, 149, 419 ;

when restored, to enter the fourth

grade of penitents, 420.

Lateran Synod, the fifth, was it

oecumenical ? 62.

Lenocinium, punishment of, 142.

Lent, fasting in, different in different

parts of the ancient Church, 303 ;

practice of Quartodecimans, 302 ;

the whole of Lent a fast, 485.

Leontius Castratus, Bishop of Antioch,
376.

Letters, of women, 171 ; of peace, 146,
189. {Cf. Epistolre.)

Libellus Synodicus, 78.

Licinius, Emperor, 258 ; conquered,
259 ; death of, 277 ; his persecution
of Christians, 416.

Lights on graves forbidden, 150.

Literse Communicatoriae {cf. Epistolge).

Aeyos ivoiuStrog and Tpo(popiKos, 232.

Logos, doctrine of {cf Son of God).
Lucian, martyr and priest at Antioch,

his doctrine, 237 ; his creed, 238.

Magistrates {cf. Offices).

Marcellinus, Bishop of Rome, 127.

Marinus, Bishop of Aries, 178.

Marriage, with heathens, Jews, here-

tics, 144, 190 ; during the lifetimo

of first wife, forbidden, 141, 142,

189, 196
;
a woman who has sinned

with one, not to marry another,
143 ; one who has seduced the sister

of his betrothed, not to marry the

latter, 222
; marriage with a sister-

in-law, a brother- in - law, and a

step-daughter, forbidden, 164, 165,

224, 465 ; second marriage, 218 ;

clerics not to feast with those who
marry a second time, 226 ;

those
who marry more than twice to be

punished, 225 ; punishment of a

second marriage, 218, 226 ; what
kind of celibacy has value, and
what is sinful, 479 ; a cleric who ab-

stains from matrimony because be
thinks it impure, to be deposed, 479.

Maternus, Bishop of Coin, 178, 181.

Meletius, Bishop of Lycopolis, 130 ;

origin of Meletian schism, 341 ;
de-

cision of Nicene Council on this

subject, 353 ; later history of Me-
letians, 354.

^lelito. Bishop of Sardes, 310.

Merchandise, relation of clergy to, 145.

Mesopotamia, pretended synod in, 126.

Metropolitan rights, in Africa, 162 ;

in general, and the relation of the
ecclesiastical to the civil division of

provinces, 381 {cf. Provinces) ; tbe

three provisions of the metropolitan
arrangement confirmed at Nicoea,

385, 387 ; the metropolitan has the

right of confirming the election of

bishops, 396 ; even the Patriarch

cannot withdraw this right from the

metropolitan, 396 ; afterwards this

rightwas transferred to the Pope. 386.

Military service {cf. SerNace in War).
Montanism, synods on account of, 77,

89, 111.

Murder, ecclesiastical punishment of,

140, 220 ; murder and adultery con-

nected, 164, 220.

Narbonne, synod at, 116.

Neocsesarea, synod at, 222.

Nepos, Egyptian bishop and Millen-

arian, 117.

Nicsea, first (Ecumenical Synod
at, by whom convoked, 91, 261,
268 ;

who presided, 36, 281 ; sizs

and position of the city of, 270 ;

genuine and pretended acts of the

first Synod of, 262
;
authorities for
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the history of the Synod of, 264 ;

number of members of Synod, 270 ;

Latins present at, 271 ; most pro-
minent members, 271

;
uneducated

members, 272 ; date of the Synod,
274, 439

; disputations at the Synod,
277 ; whetherjbjeathen philosophers
were present at the Synod, 278;
arrival of the Emperor, and solemn

opening of the Synod, 279 ; mutual.

accusations of bishops, 282 ; manneT
of deliberation, 282

; debates with
the Eusebians, 285

;
on ilooo-ixs

and ef/,oov(rio;, 287 ; Eusebius of

Csesarea proposes a creed, 288
;

his behaviour at the Sjniod, 288 ;

Nicene Creed, 293 ; who did and
did not subscribe, 295 ; subscrip-
tions in the Acts, 296 ; punishment
of Arius, 295, 297 ; decision of

Easter question, 298 ; on the Me-
letians, 341 ; number of Nicene
canons, 355 ; canons of Sardica often

interchanged with those of Nicsea,
356 ; Arabic canons of Nicaea, 359 ;

how the opinion arose that the

Sjmod of Nicsea published more
than twenty canons, 367 ; more

pretended canons of Nicsea, 369 ;
—

contents of Nicene canons, 375 : (1.)

In reference to eunuchs, 375 ; (2. )

That no novice is to be ordained,

377; (3.) Against Syneisacti, 379;
(4.) On the election and consecra-

tion of bishops, 381 ; (5. )
On

excommunication and provincial

synods, 386; (6.) On the patri-

archates, 389 ; (7.) On the rights of

Jerusalem to honour, 404; (8.) On
the Novatians, 409; (9, 10.) On
iinwqj!thyLclerics5_414j (11-14.) On
penance, 416 ; (15, 16.) Change of

positions, 422 ; (17.) Against usury,
424; (18.) Against the usurpation
of deacons, 426; (19.) On the fol-

lowers of Paul of Samosata and
heretical baptism, 430; (20.) On
standing in prayer, 434 ;

—whether
the sixth Nicene canon says any-

thing on the Eapafiy^ 394, 396 ;

certainly in its Latin form, 401 ;

whether this notion was rejected

by the fourth (Ecumenical Synod,
401

; end of the Council of Nicsea,
439 ; confirmation by Emperor, 440 ;

distinction of the Council, 440 ;

whether it asked for the confirma-
tion of the Pope, 442, 445 ; spurious
documents referring to the Nicene

Council, 441 ; newly discovered

Coptic documents, 294, 379, 382,

388, 390.

Nicsea, second (Ecumenical Synod of,

by whom convoked, 14; who pre-
sided at, 30.

Nicolas, S., at the Synod of Nicsa,
272.

Nicomedia, pretended synod at, 260.

Night, prayer at, in the cemeteries,
151 ; women excluded from, 151.

Noetus, 92.

Novatian schism, origin of, 93 ;

synods upon, 93 ; ordinance of

Nicene Synod respecting, 410.

Office, ecclesiastical, not to be ex-

changed with another, 185, 195,

196, 422, 423.

Offices, public, forbidden to Chris-

tians, 139, 160, 161; afterwards

allowed, 187.

'OfAoiovcrios, 295.

'Of/,oou<nos, rejected by the Synod of

Antioch of A.d. 269, 124; Diony-
sius. Bishop of Alexandria, on this

expression, 236 ; Arius rejects it,

245
;
debates on it at Nicsea, 285 ;

Zeal of the Emperor for it, 289; Euse-
bius of Csesarea wishes to avoid it,

288 ; S3aiod of Nicsea adopts it into

its creed, 287 ; some friends of

Arius write ofAowva-ios for, 295 ;
ridi-

culed by the partisans of Arius, 295.

Ordination, whether that admini-
stered by a schismatical cleric must
be repeated, 352, 411

;
no bishop

may ordain a strange cleric for his

diocese, 423 ; nor any cleric in a

strange diocese, 196 ; chorepkcopi
and town priests not to ordam,
212 ; whether baptism removes the

impedimenta ordinis, 414. {Cf.
Clerics. )

Oriental Synod, on account of Cerdo,
83 ; pretended, on accounti of

Manes, 126.

Origen, synods on account of, 87 ;

gains over Beryllus of Bostra, 91 ;

argues with the Hypnopsychites,
91 ; defective in his doctrine of the

Logos, 232.

Osrhoene, synod on account of the
Easter festival, 81, 82.

Ola-la {cf. u^'offTutrii).

PiEDERASTiANS, not toreccive the holy
communion even in articulo mortis,
167.

Palestine, synod in, on account of

Easter feast, 80, 82.
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Pantomimi, reception of, into the

Churcb, 164, 187.

Paphnutius, 272, 284, 435.

Pascha, idea of, 307 ; cr«(r;^a k-ja-trra.-

fftf/.ov and eTxvfuffiiJt,ov^ 308. {Cf.
Easter. )

Patriarchal rites, confirmed at Nicsea,
389 ; when the title of Patriarch

assumed, 391 ; which were the

patriarchal or supreme metropoli-
tan sees, 395 ;

in what the patri-
archal rights consisted, 393 ; dif-

ferent in different places, 394, 400;
when Jerusalem became a patri-

archate, 408 ; Roman patriarchate
embraces the whole West, 397 ;

in some parts of the West, Rome
has not full patriarchal rights, 401.

Paul of Samosata, 118, 237 ; baptism
of his followers invalid, 430 ;

how
to deal with the clergy of his party
when theyreturn to the Church, 430.

Penance, only one, 411 ; of the lapsi,
138 {cf. Lapsi) ;

on account of

murder, etc., 139 ; on account of

impurity, bigamy, etc., 140 f., 149,

164-168, 170; for prostitution of

children, 142 ; for intercourse with

heathenism, 154, 162 ; power of

penance in hands of bishop, only
in case of necessity allowed to priest
or deacon, 149.

Pentecost, during, people are to stand
m prayer, 434

; feast of, 155.

Pergamum, pretended synod at, S3.

Petavius, defence of, 233.

Peter of Alexandria, his doctrine of

the Logos, 237.

Pictures, forbidden in churches, 151.

Pierius, his doctrine of the Logos, 236.

Pisa, synod at, whether oecumenical,
57.

Pistus, Arian Bishop of Alexandria,
246.

Plays, scenic, 139, 164, 187.

Polycarp, S.
,
on Easter festival, 309.

Pontus, synod at, 81, 82.

Pope, convokes oecumenical councils,
6 ; share of, in first eight oecumeni-
cal councils, 8

; all later cecumeni-
cal synods undeniably convoked by
the Popes, 8, 15 ; Pope, or his

legates, preside at cecumenical

synods, 27 ; actually presided at

most ancient cecumenical synods,
28 ; confirmation of decisions of

councils belongs to the Pope, 42,
446 ; confirmed, in fact, the deci-

sions of first and fourth (Ecumenical

Synods, 425 ; relation of Pope to

oecumenical synod, 48 ; whether
the Synod of Niciea ordained any-
thing with reference to the primacy
of the Church, 394, 396, 401 ; prima
sedes non judicatur a quoquam, 128 ;

no universal ordinances promulgated
without consent of Pope, 8, 446.

Possessed, 148, 151.

Prayer, at night, in cemeteries, 150 ;

to be offered standing on Sundays
and at Pentecost, 434.

Priests, country, their functions, 229 ;

when they may minister in towns,
229 ; their celibacy [cf. Celibacy) ;

not to ordain in towns, 212
;
must

be respected by other clerics, 481
;

must maintain poor clerics, 481 ;

negligent priests to be punished,
481 ; must hold no separatist ser-

vice, 469. {Cf. Clerics.)

Priests, heathen, Christians acting the

part of, 138.

Primacy {cf. Pope) ; ecclesiastical, in

Africa, 162, 174.

Privatus, a heretic, 90, 97.

Prostitution, ecclesiastical, punish-
ment of, 143.

Protopaschites, 321.

Provincial divisions, origin and rela-

tion to civil, 381 ;
Nicene Council

decides that the ecclesiastical pro-
vince shall ordinarily be same as

civil, 382 ;
three subjects of provin-

cial arrangements, 384 ; division of

provinces in Africa and Spain, 162 ;

in Egypt, 389.

Provincial Synods, to be held twice a

year, 387.

QuAKTODECiMANS {cf. Easter).

Raptus {cf. Virgins).

Regiones suburbicarise, 398.

Robber-Synod, 8, 42.

Rome, the patriarchal rights of this

see confirmed at Nicaea, 394 ; patri-
archate of, extends over the whole

West, 397 ;
in some provinces of the

West, Rome has not full patriarchal

rights, 401 {cf. Pope) ; pretended
synods at Rome in second century,
83 ;

on account of Origen, 88 ; synod
atRome{A.D. 251), 95; (about A.D.

260), 118; (A.D. 331), 179.

Sabellttjs, 118.

Sabinus of Heraclea, 272.

Sacrifice, Christian worship is a, 92,

201, 227, 429; one who does not com-

municate, not to make ofif^rings, 148.
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Sacrifices, heathen, Christians not to

be spectators of, 1G3.

Sardica, Synod of, whether ojcume-

nical, 55.

Satires not to be placed in churches,
159.

Saturday, fast on, 147 ; only one Sa-

turday in year to be a fast-day, 484.

Secundus, Arian bishop, exiled, 295.

Sedes prima, in Africa and Spain=
metropolitan see, 1G2.

Seleucia, pretended synod at, 85.

Seuex, in Africa= metropolitan, 174.

Service, divine, not to be left before

the end ; all present at, to take part
in prayer and in holy communion,
461 ; private, in conventicles, for-

bidden, 4G9.

Service in war, obligation to, 185 ;

those who served under Licinius

punished, 417 ;
forbidden to the

higher clergy, 490.

Sicily, pretended synod in, 83.

Sick, may be baptized and confirmed
before the regular time, 142, 187.

Simony, fees regarded as, 157 ; no one

by, to become bishop, 4G9.

Sin, one guilty of mortal, not to be
made deacon, 1G9. {Gf. Clergy,

Penance, Lapsi.)
Sins of thought, not punished by the

Church, 225.

Sinuessa, pretended synod at, 127.

Slaves, treatment of, and care of

Church for, 139 ; Christian masters
not to provide an idolatrous serAuce

for heathen slaves, 154 ;
slaves used

for indulgence of lust, IGG ;
not to

be ordained without consent of mas-

ters, 490.

Son of God, the prae-Arian doctrine

of the Son of God, 231 ; that of

Origen, 232, 239 ; that of Dionysius
of Alexandria, 234 ;

of Dionysius of

Eome, 234 ; of Theognostus, Pierius,
and Peter of Alexandria, 23G ; of

Lucian of Antioch, 237 ; of Arius,

239, 249, 251, 253 ; of Eusebius of

Nicomedia, 245 ; the orthodox doc-

trine of the Logos of Bishop Alex-
ander of Alexandria, 251 ; how
Arius misrepresents the orthodox

doctrine, 252 ;
Arius teaches that

the Son is avo^«<9j to the Father,
257 ; the Eusebians declare their

doctrine of the Logos at Nicsea,
286 ; the Fathers of Nicaia com-

pelled to express themselves care-

fully, 287 ; they select the o^sauV/oj,

287 ; doctrine of the Logos of Euse-

bius of Cffisarea, 288 ;
the Nicene

doctrine, 289.

Spadones {cf. Eunuchs).
Spain, metropolitan divisions in, 162.

Spiridion, Bishop of Cyprus, mem-
ber of the Synod of Nicsea, 272,
284.

Standing, on Sunday, in prayer, 434.

State, office of, under what "condi-

tions to be held by a Christian,
187.

Stephen, Pope, his part in controversy
respecting heretical baptism, 99 ;

whether he considered all heretical

baptism as valid, 108.

Step-daughter, marriage with, forbid-

den, 1G5.

Strike, clergy not to, 468.

Subintroductse mulieres, 148, 219, 379 ;

Leontius emasculates himself, in

order to live with a suh'mtroducta,
376 ; wider meaning of, 380.

Subordiuationism, 234, 239.

Suburbicarise regiones and ecclesise,

398.

Superpositio, 148.

Superstition, with tapers, 150 ; Chris-

tians allowing their fruits to be
blessed by Jews, 158.

Synnada, synod at, 90.

Synod, idea and origin of, 1
; whether

a divine or human institution—their

authority, 1, 2; most ancient synods,
2, 77 ; different kinds of synods, 2

;

idea of an oecumenical synod, 3 ;

reasons for holding oecumenical

synods, 5
;
who convokes synods,

6 ;
who convoked, in fact, the first

eight oecumenical synods, 8 ; who
the later, 8, 15 ; members of synods,
16 ; chorepiscopi as members, 17 ;

laity at synods, 18, 24, 25 ; women
at synods, 24 ; emperors and kings
and their commissaries at synods,
25 ; whether they have a right to

be present at other than oecumenical

synods, 26 ; doctors, abbots, titular

bishops, etc., at synods, 21, 64 ;

who has a vote at synods, 18, 19,

23 ; who subscribes the acts, 20,
25

;
secretaries and notaries of

synods, 21 ; presidency of synods,
27 ; who presided at the first eight
oecumenical synods, 28 ; who pre-
sided at the Robber-Synod, 42

;

confirmation of decrees of synods
by the Emperor, 42, 440

; by the

Pope, 44, 442, 446
; relation of

Pope to oecumenical synod, 49 ;
m-

fallibility of the oecumenical syiiod,

2 I 2
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52 ; appeal from Pope to oecume-

nical synod, 54
;
number of oecu-

menical synods, 54; uncontested and
contested oecumenical synods, 55 ;

order of precedence at synods, 64 ;

solemnities at the opening of a

synod, 65 ;
manner of voting at

synods, 66 ; manner of publication
of decrees of synod, 67 ;

collec-

tions of councils, 67 ; works on the

history of synods, 67 ; provincial

synods to be held twice a year,
387.

Synodicus, libellus, 78.

iSynoduS lvly,ju,nvtra, 4.

Tapers, not to be lighted at graves,
150.

Taverns, clergy not to frequent, 480.

Tertullian, on heretical baptism, 106.

Theatre (see Plays).
Theft of clergy, how punished, 467.

Theodotus the tanner, 80.

Theognis of Nicsea, 295, 297.

Theognostus, his doctrine of the

Logos, 236.

Theonas, Arian bishop, 295.

Traditores, 191 ; clericaJ, to be de-

posed, 191 ; ordination by, whether
valid, 191.

Travellers, must have letters of peace, |

463, 471 ; without sucb, to be

relieved, but not received into

communion, 471 ; support of, from
church property, 475.

TruUanum, 56.

Unchastity, punishment of, 140,
141

;
of virgins dedicated to God,

143, 218 ; of virgins in the world,
143; of young people, 149, 218 ; of

widows, 167 ; of clerics, 145, 223,
467 ;

of women with slaves, 165 ;

with eunuchs, 166 ; with beasts,
215 ; one guilty of unchastity not
to be ordained, 149, 228

; forgive-
ness of, after baptism, 149 ; pun-
ishment of parents who prostitute

their daughters, 142
; unchastitv

coupled with infanticide, 220.

'TToffraffi?, used in same sense as
Substance or Essence at Nicaea,
295.

Usury, forbidden, 145, 190, 424, 476.

Valesians, heretics, 92.

Viaticum, 419.

Victor, Pope, his part in the Easter

controversy, 313.

Victorias of Aquitaine, his 'Easter

cycle, 330, 443.

Victorius, Roman heretic, in the third

century, 443.

Vienne, the S^^nod of, in 1311, was it

oecumenical? 56.

Vigils in cemeteries, 150 ; forbidden
to women, 151.

Virgins, punishment of the errors of,

143
;
of both sexes, 144, 149, 218 ;

one who has taken a vow of vir-

ginity not to marry, 218 j rape of,

211.

Virginity, what kind of value, and
what sinful, 479.

Weapons, use of, out of war, for-

bidden, 185.

Widows, punishment of, for carnal

sins, 167.

Wine, not sinful, 479.

Withcraft, murder through, 140 ; ec-

clesiastical punishment of, 221.

Witnesses, punishment of false, 168.

Women, strange, in the houses of

clerics, 148; at synods, 24; not to

spend the night in cemeteries, 151 ;

not to receive or send letters, 171 ;

not to keep slaves for pleasure,
165 ; with child to be baptized,
226.

Zoega edits Coptic fragments re-

ferring to the Council of NicaBa,

265.

Zosimus, Pope, takes the canons cf

Sardica for Nicene, 356.
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From the Right Rev. the Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol.

' A useful, valuable, and instructive commentary. In all the interpretation is set forth
with clearness and cogency, and in a manner calculated to commend the volumes to the

thoughtful reader. The book is beautifully got up, and reflects great credit on the

publishers as well as the writers.'

From the Right Rev. the Bishop of Winchester.

' I have looked into this volume, and read several of the notes on crucial passages.
They seem to me very well done, with great fairness, and with evident knowledge of

the controversies concerning them. The illustrations are very good. 1 cannot doubt
that the book will prove very valuable.'

[Continued on next page.
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The following Notices are extractedfrom Reviews which, among many otJiers,

have appeared of this Commentary.

From "The Cliurcli Quarterly Review.'

'The annotations are clear and intelligible, and have a certain definiteness and direct-

ness of tone which impresses us favourably, and, we think, will be generally liked. . . .

Every reader must gain something from it.'

From ' The Literary Churclunan.'

'From so many contributors we are led confidently to expect a well-considered,

careful, and edifying comment, constructed with sufficient learning and Biblical know-
ledge. And this confidence will not be disappointed on examination. . . . We regard
the work as well done, and calculated both to instruct and to benefit those who consult

it. The printing, paper, illustrations, and all such matters are of unusual beauty and
excellence.'

From '
Tlie Literary World.'

• This commentary has many advantages for those who are unacquainted with the

original language of the New Testament It is quite sufficiently critical for most

persons, gives various renderings, and a considerable amount of exposition, without

becoming burdensome and harassing. There are few better commentaries having a
similar scope and subject; indeed within the same limits we do not know of one so good
upon the whole of the New Testament.'

From ' The Glasgow News.'
' Another volume will complete this inagnificent work.'

From ' Sword and Trowel.'

• This valuable commentary runs the risk of being forgotten in the flood of other

expositions, but it deserves a far better fate. . . . Able scholars have united to produce
this work; in fact, the united scholarships of England and America is laid under tribute,
and the result must be singularly useful. The aim is the instruction of the English
reader of ordinary education

;
hence everything is clear, concise, and important. The

scholar could not desire greater accuracy, and the plain man could not wish for greater

gimplicity.'

From * The Christian World.'

• I know of no commentary in English, covering the whole of the New Testament,
which is BO good a one for those unacquainted with the original tongue. "Without being
what is called a practical commentary, it includes all the real advantages of one, and its

exegesis and criticisms are more abundant in quantity and higher in quality than any-
thing which the general reader has been able to obtain upon the entire New Testament.'

From ' The Freeman.'
' This international commentary is one of the ablest published in this age of commen-

taries. The first volume appeared some time ago when commenting seemed overdone.
But there is a future for it

;
and we predict that when the work is completed by the

publication of the fourth volume, it will take its place among the most popular of the

century. It is written by some of the most competent scholars on both sides of the

Atlantic, is adorned with good illustrations that have historical value, and the mechanical

arrangement of the text, with its corrections, and of the notes is admirable. The
publishers have spared no pains to secure volumes that shall be worthy of the theme
and of the scholarship of the age.'

From * Church Bells.'

'We are able in all sincerity to give a cordial welcome to the third volume of this

beautiful work. In previous notices we remarked that among all the three recent
Commentaries on the New Testament—the other two being the Speaker's, edited by
Canon Cook, and Cassell's, edited by the Bishop of Gloucester—this one was conspicuous
for the beauty of its form, for its convenient method, and for what we call a greater
uniformity of treatment. . . . The commentary before us is so good throughout that
we pass from book to book with the certainty that we shall never be disappointed. . . .

We place this third volume on our shelves with fresh thanks to Editor and Publisher,
and with the confident expectation that we shall seldom consult it in vain.'
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From 'The Scotsman.'
' The commentators have done their utmost to give a clear and competent account of

both the history and the meaning of the writings they discuss
;
and without aiming at

high scholarship, they have conveyed to their readers the best results of the best

scholarship. . . . We doubt not that the work will prove of much service to the more
popular audience to which it appeals, who will find much intelligent criticism, and much
illustration, cast by theology and history upon the text.'

From ' The Aberdeen Free Press.'

•One is inclined to call on this commentary to show cause why it should exist. Nor
need Dr. Schaff and his coadjutors decline to answer. For, in truth, their work presents
features which are found nowhere else. While based on scientific exegesis and using
all the resources of modern learning and science, all merely technical expressions are

carefully kept in the background, and only the ripened results are given in a form
fitted to be intelligible and interesting to the common reader. Scholars will recognise
how thoroughly the work has been done, while those who seek only to understand the

Scriptures will find themselves unhindered by technical discussion, and the way deftly
laid open for their entrance into the kingdom of revealed truth. It is a popular com-

mentary in the only sense deserving of the name.'

From ' The Melbourne Spectator.'
' One of the most useful, accurate, and complete commentaries of the kind which has

yet been published.'

From 'John BulL'
' We have carefully examined a chief part of the notes—indeed, all the crucial ones—

and fully endorse their claim to completeness and perspicuity. . . . For fulness,

orthodoxy, and, what in these days is of moment, cheapness, this commentary may vie

with any of those which have recently challenged the confidence of the theological

public'

From 'The Churchman.'
'We heartily recommend the present portion of what promises to be a really valuable

work. The notes are terse, fresh, suggestive, and, in tone and temper, all that a devout
reader could desire. The maps and illustrations are of a high order.'

From 'The British Quarterly Revie-w.'

'The notes are brief, affirmative, and complete; they neither evade difficulties nor
discuss them, but indicate both conclusions and reasons. . . . The special merit of

the annotations is the degree in which they enable each reader to form judgments for

himself. . . . Among the popular commentaries which are so characteristic of our day,
this may fairly claim a high and equal place. For ordinary readers, teachers, and

preachers, its scholarship, exegetical acumen, and thoroughness are a sufficient and

satisfactory provision.'

From ' The Morning Advertiser.'

' The best popular commentary which has yet been produced. . . . We have said

enough to show the excellent spirit and fearlessness with which this volume of the

"Popular Commentary" is done. The volume is both illuminated by learning and
illustl-ated by engravings.'

From 'The Watchman.*
' The commentary is thoroughly scholarly and thoughtful ;" and, above all, it is intensely

devout, and everywhere glotvs with the fire of love to the person of the Lord Jesus and.

the cause of evangelical truth. English readers have the utmost reason to thank God
for the appearance of so thoroughly sound, learned, devout, and earnest a help to Bible

reading as this volume enshrines.'

From 'The United Presbyterian Magazine.'
' The commentary has our warmest commendation, and we would account it a happy

day for our country if, with the Bible itself, it were to be found in all the homes of the

working classes as well as the upper classes of our land.'

[Continued on next page.
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From 'The Evangelical Magazine.'
' The second volume has just been published of this really admirably work. . . . The

reader is not perplexed with controversial exegesis, but he will find throughout a well
considered exposition, of great value and importance. The names of the writers are a

pledge for accurate scholarship, well considered translations, and ample acquaintance
with the entire surroundings of the nan-ative which they here illustrate.'

From 'The Record.'

'The first volume was warmly recommended in these columns soon after it was
published, and we are glad to be able to give as favourable a testimony to the second
volume. The commentators have given the results of their own researches in a simple
style, with brevity, but with sufficient fulness

;
and their exposition is, all through,

eminently readable. The work is one which students of even considerable learning may
read with interest and with profit. . . . The results of the most recent inquiries are

given in a very able and scholarly manner.'

From 'The London Quarterly Review.*
' The second volume lies before us, and cannot fail to be successful. "We have care-

fully examined that part of the volume which is occupied with St. John—of the Acts we
shall speak by and by and elsewhere—and think that a more honest, thorough, and, in
some respects, perfect piece of work has not lately been given to the public. The two
writers are tolerably well known

;
and known as possessing precisely the qualities,

severally and jointly, which this kind of labour demands. We may be sure that in them
the highest Biblical scholarship, literary taste, and evangelical orthodoxy meet. There
is something beautiful in their conjoint authorship, and in the account they give of it
The suppression of individuality is ethically graceful, and more than graceful. , . . We
must needs make a digression in order to notice a very beautiful note

; one, indeed, that
is more than simply beautiful, inasmuch as it throws a rich light on the coming dis-

course. ... It will be found, by one who reads on from this point, how invigorating a
little introduction like this is. Drs. Milligan and Moulton abound in similar instances
of insight into the hidden links between history and teaching. . . . The large and noble
views which are propounded in this note are not usually found in commentaries, certainly
not in "

popular" commentaries. . . . The note of our two commentators on ver. 26 we
may once more quote as a model in its dealing with a difficulty. Of this also we may
say that it is the clearest, most finished, and most satisfactory note we have seen on the

verse. . . . But we must lay down these most profitable volumes. We feel that the
authors have laid us under a deep debt. Not long hence we hope to have their guidance
in a study of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit in St. John's Gospel.'

From 'The Wesleyan Methodist Magazine.'

'This volume fully sustains the high character of its predecessor. The Introduction
to St. John's Gospel is everything that could be desired. The exposition is quite as

scholarly as it is popular. . . . We have some fine and masterly commenting. . . , The
Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles is the most interesting and popular exposition
of that book we have yet met with. . . . The work, as a whole, is well worthy of the

reputation of its learned authors.'

From ' The Aberdeen Free Press.'
' The second volume of this most valuable commentary has now reached us. . . . From

the names and position and reputation of the writers, we naturally expected a contribution
to scientific exegesis of marked and outstanding value, and we have to say that we
have not been disappointed. The work done is of a very high order indeed. No
difficulty has been evaded.'

From 'Methodist New Connexion Magazine.'
' The present volume, like its predecessor, is issued in a style which places it beyond

criticism as regards external features. . . . For scholarly thoroughness the "
Fopxilar

Commentary
"

is unsurpassed, if not unrivalled, by any similar work extant.'

From 'The Methodist Recorder.'

'The thoroughness and conscientiousness with which the least details are discussed

show that the work has been a labour of love, and where, as here, such love is united
with complete knowledge the result is a model commentary.'.
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From 'The Baptist Magazine.'
' The second volume will do more than maintain the favourable impression created by

the first. It possesses all the excellences of its predecessor, and has many others

peculiarly its own.'

From 'The Methodist.'
' The notes are full of proofs of care and of scholarship, and put within the reach of the

readers of English many of the results of minute study of the original text. Though the
work is not designed primarily for homiletical purposes, yet there is in it, here and there,
a rich suggestiveness which preachers will well know how to appreciate.'

From ' The Daily Review.
the'We trust that this work will meet with that cordial reception at the hands of

Christian public which it so well deserves; . . . our readers cannot fail to see that
it contains the results of the ripest scholarship of; our own day, and that its

value is not confined to the unlearned. It will prove serviceable to pastor, to Sabbath-
school teacher, and to the artisan, who desires to be, as a scribe, instructed unto the

kingdom. We can only express the hope that, among all these classes, the "
Popular

Commentary on the New Testament "
will secure a circulation commensurate with its

great and numerous merits.'

From ' The Catholic Preshyterian.'

^

' The "
Popular Commentary on the New Testament "

is a book that attracts at first

sight—handsome, substantial, well printed, well illustrated
;
and the more it is examined

the more it appears adapted to its purpose. That purpose is to present to ordinary
readers, in a simple form, the best results of receut scholarship on all expository and
illustrative matters connected with the New Testament and at the same time to bring
out the great practical and spiritual lessons of the various books. The most competent
scholars and trustworthy expositors are responsible for this work, on which, it is evident,
no pains have been spared.'

From * The Clergyman's Magazine.'
'The commentary with which we have been most impressed and delighted is that

which is called the "Popular Commentary," of which the second volume is now before
us. This immense volume is full of illustrations and maps. It is profound, no less than

popular ;
we have all the results of a very extensive and exact scholarship ;

the con-
clusions arrived at present in a simplified form the result of most careful processes. In

respect to copiousness, scholarship, careful exegesis, and abundant illustration, the work
leaves nothing to be desiderated.'

From ' The Spectator.'
'A valuable addition to the already copious library of exegesis which is now at the

command of the English student, or reader of the Bible.'

From 'The American Presbyterian Review.'
'

Nothing has been spared to make this beautiful volume attractive and useful. While
its design, which is to put English readers in possession of the latest results of scholar-

ship, excludes much that is technical, the standing of the authors renders their work of

almost as much value to students of the origiucal as if it were expressly intended for

them. . . . With all these assurances of accuracy, the volume presents a rare combination
of attractions. . . . Throughout the commentary the scholarship and reverent treat-

ment are eminently characteristic. This second volume in both parts cannot fail to

attract, and to prove satisfactory to all classes of readers, and will awaken expectation
of the remainder of the series.'

From 'The Guardian.'
' There are few, if any, better helps for the study of the Acts than those contained in

this volume, and the Dean of Chester's contributions give it a special usefulness and
value.'

From 'The Irish Ecclesiastical Gazette.'
' This most valuable commentary. . . . The notes strike us as wonderfully full.

The text is beautifully and clearly printed, and footnotes supply aliter readings, or more
accurate renderings of the original. A peculiar speciality in this commentary are the
woodcuts and steel engravings which illustrate the sacred narrative, and which are

beautifully executed. We must add, however, that the fairness of. the criticism, as far

as we have been able to judge of it by some crucial tests, and the strong desire mani-
fested to be impai-tial, goes more to recommend the commentary to our judgment than

any other feature in it.'

[Continued on next page.
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From the Very Rev. Edward Bickersteth, D.D., Dean of Lichfield and
Prolocutor of Canterbury.

' I have been looking into this volume, and I am much struck with the fulness and

accuracy of the annotations, wherever I have examined them, as well as with the

general excellence of the work.'

From Eev. W. G. T. Shedd, D.D. {PreBb3rterian), Professor In Union Theological
Seminary, New York.

'

Having examined the volume with some care, it impresses me as admirably adapted
to the class for whom it is prepared, and calculated to promote a popular understanding
of the Word of God. It selects the important words and clauses, and explains them

concisely yet thoroughly. It grapples with the difficult questions, and answers them

generally in a satisfactory manner. The illustrations are well chosen, and the style in

which the book is made is very attractive.'

From 'The General Baptist Magazine.'

'As an exposition it is lucid and full, informing and suggestive, marked by solid

scholarship and glowing devotion. Nowhere are difficulties shirked, and all the crucial

passages we have tested—and they are many—are handled in a most felicitous and
effective way. Altogether it is, far out of sight, the best commentary for the home, the

school, and for popular use generally, in existence.'

From 'The Primitive Methodist Magazine.'

'When the second volume appeared we gave the work a somewhat lengthy notice,

speaking in high terms of its qualities, and warmly recommending it to our readers.

We had not, indeed, fallen in with any work of the kind which impressed us more

favourably, or seemed in most respects to come nearer to our idea of what a 'popular'

commentary should be. The favourable opinion then formed, has decidedly improved
upon a more intimate acquaintance with the work. In our Biblical readings we have
often had occasion to consult it, and seldom, if ever, without obtaining substantial help ;

more than once indeed the help has been such as to evoke our warmest gratitude. . . .

It would be difficult, we imagine, to bring together an equal number of men better

qualified for the important work assigned them
;
and we can with confidence say they

have performed it in a manner worthy of their high reputation. Our estimate of the

work may be judged by the fact, that on being asked the other day by some young
missionaries what commentary we would recommend, we said in reply, by all means

get Schaff's Commentary, now being published by the Messrs. Clark of Edinburgh.'

From 'The Christian Progress.*

' The results of modern scholarship are presented in a simple and intelligible form :

and we think that many will be thankful to the publishers for such a combination of

scholarly information and exegesis, with simplicity and clearness of expression.'

From ' The North British Daily Mail.'

' There is no crudeness, no superficiality, no sign of hasty composition. The whole
bears the mark of patient, careful, earnest work. There is no parade of learning, but

there is abundant evidence of admirable scholarship, while there is also a keen and clear

insight into the meaning of the inspired writers.'

From 'The Homilist.'

' The explanations are chiefly exegetical, but some are doctrinal and practical. The
results of extensive reading and very careful thought are given in brief but clear

language. . . . The work is chiefly intended for English readers, but the most scholarly

may derive pleasure and profit from it.'
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Just 'published^ Second Edition, in One Volume^ 8uo, price 125.,

FINAL CAUSES.

By PAUL JANET, Member of the Institute, Paris.

€vanSUtttS from ti)t Uttit dfreiui^ edition "bp OTilliam ^fflecfe, ^M.

CONTENTS.—Prkliminary Chapter—The Problem. Book I.—The Law of

Finality. Book II.—The First Cause of Finality. Appkndix.
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