
36 Letter of the Three Patriarchs 

surrounding Assyrians, as did the furnace of the children long ago with 
the Chaldaeans144

• 

(7.3) Also the leading apostles of blessed memory, Peter and John, 
while preaching in Lydda145 

- also named the city of Zeus, eighteen 
miles distant from Jerusalem - built with their own hands a house of 
prayer named after the Mother of the Lord, the Mother of God, and 
pleaded with her to be present at the sacred enthronement, saying to her, 
"Where were you, Lady? We have erected a church for you in Lydda. 
Come and bless its inauguration". And she said to them, "But I was 
there and I still am with you". At this point, by some divine energy her 
image was set up on one of the columns of the church, where the 
Mother of God herself later on being present, gazed at her own imprint 
and image, and was filled with joy and amazement, and wondered and 
was astonished at the maternal glory, because God the Word, having 
become man through her, rendered her honour. 

(7.4) This image survived until Julian the Apostate146 sent some 
Hebrew painters to be informed of the truth. And indeed when these 
saw the imprint set on one of the columns of the church, the full length 

144. Cf. Dan. 3:23. 
145. Cf. Acts 9:32; Walter, A. 2, p. liv. 
146. Emperor (361-363); he attempted to revive paganism (G.W. Bowersock, Julian the Apostate 

[Cambridge, Mass., 1978]; R. Browning, The Emperor Julian [London-Berkeley, 1976]). 
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'tOUS 3tEQt1; 'A<J<J'UQLOUS, ros 'tOUS mi>..m Xa>..balous ~ xaµt VOS 'tWV 
n:alb(l)'V. 

(7.3) Kai. QU'tOL b£ ol XOQU<j>aiot xai. µax<iQLOL am)<J'tOAOL IIETQOS 
xai. 'Ico<iVVYJs, £v AuMn Tfl xa>..ouµevn .'.\tos n:6>..et n:Qo µt>..lcov 

5 OX'tCOXalbexa 'tWV 'IEQO<JOAuµcov 'tllS bta'tQtoas n:mouµevm en:i. 'tO 
xfiQuyµa, EUXTTjQLOV o1xov en:'ov6µa'tt 'riis µT)TQOS 'tOii KUQLOU xat 
0eoµTjTOQOS en:mxoboµfiaaVTES tbi.ms n:aA<iµms, 'tQU'tT)V n:aQayeve
a0m ds 'riJv TOii vaoii leQa'ttxi)v ev0Q6vtmv ex>..tn:aQoiiVTES, Ecj>T)aav 
3tQOS au'tfiv, Iloii ~a0a KuQi.a; 'Ebetµaµe0a aou yaQ vaov ev Aub-

10 bn· bEiiQO Els aytaaµov 'tWV eyxmvi.cov aU'tOii. 'H b£ Ecj>T)<JE 3tQOS 
au'tous. Kay<i> au't60t µe0'uµ<i>v i]µT)V xai. dµi.. Kat bi) 0ei.~ 'tLVL EVEQ
yei.~ 0 xaQaX'riJQ auti'js ecj>'evt 'tWV XLOVCOV 'tOU vaoii eyxa0i.bQU'tO' Ev 
<i> xai. au'riJ ~ 0eoµTj'tCOQ ds U<J'tEQOV n:aQayevaµEVT) xat 0eaaaµEVT) 
TO i'.btov an:6µoQyµa xat £1;etx6vtaµa, X«QciS TE xai. 0aµoous ava-

15 3tAT)a0Etaa, 0auµaam b£ xat exn:>..ayijvm en:l tj'j 'toii £1; au'rijs evav-
0Qcon:fiaaVTOS 0eoii A6you µT)'tQlXfj EUXAEL~, a'litj'j 'tO aeoas <in:ovd
µaVTOS. 

(7.4) "Ovn:EQ xaQaX'rijQa µEXQLS 'Iou>..tavoii Toii n:aQaoaTOu 
&n:oacpt;6µevov, 'E6Qai.ous Ttvas <in:o<J'tei.>..aVTos t;wyQ<icj>ous ds 'to 

20 n:u0£a0m 'tO aAT)0ES' xal bi) TO ex't\Jn:coµa ecj>' evt 'tWV xt6vcov 'toii va
oii xa0tbQuµ£vov OQ<i>VTES, OAT)V EV'tE'tUn:COµEVT)v 'riJv ~>..txi.av, ~ TE 
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38 Letter of the Three Patriarchs 

figure impressed -the purple and the raiment- and they saw her as if 
she were still looking at and speaking to them, they tried to chisel her 
out with masons' techniques, only to discover that she shone even more 
brightly and that the impress in the depth of the column remained 
unchanged 147

• 

(7.5) Similarly, the divine apostle and evangelist Luke148 drew with 
coloured paints on a tablet the portrait of the All-Pure, the revered and 
divine features of the holy Mother of God, Mary, while she was still 
alive and living in holy Sion, thus bequeathing this mirror-image to a 
later generation. And when he showed it to the Mother of God, she said, 
"My blessing shall be with it". 

(7.6) Similarly, in a city near this very Lydda, Aeneas the 
paralytic149

, who was cured by Peter the chief (of the apostles), built 
with his own hands and in co-operation with some of the Seventy 
disciples of the Lord a house of prayer in the name of the Mother of the 
Lord and Mother of God1so. And when the work was completed the 
neighbouring Jews and Hellenes began to quarrel among themselves, for 
each group wished to usurp it for themselves, and so they had recourse 
to the governor then in charge. He being a shrewd man, granted them 
what was advantageous to both saying to them, "Look, we will close the 
church and secure its doors with seals and place guards for three full 
days. Afterwards when the doors are opened, the building shall belong 
to whatever group receives some token of their faith". And indeed after 
the third day when all had gathered together with the governor and 

147. Cf. George the Monk. p. 786. 
148. Cf. George the Monk. p. 785; see also Waller. A. 3. p. Iv. 
149. Acts 9:32-35. 
150. See above. Waller. A. 4, p. lvi. 
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