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R&FEIUiJIC'.ESi laJIT 6260, 3 Augu.at 1963 
HIT-6282• 22 J.wg\lst 1963 
NIT~295; 9 September 1963 

Ille follood.Dg 1a for 70\l:l' :information &lid what.ever uae you wish 
to lli&U oL U vaaill tae eecurity lladtationa deaign.ated. ~ reporting 
b7 70ll ot th1'1 w-UOll nffd not C.l.te CAS the aource. 

l. The goY-t vill att-.pt to sentence the Freedom :;ov-nt 
oJ: !ran (.P'MI) defendant• 1n t.he trial. f'J'fllfll ten to t'Uteen 7eara in 
;)ail. nu,. is aaid to bcl at tbe Shah• s Wish. ( fb.i.11 is fr<111 an Iranian 
intaUigence otficer (C} with acceu to reports concerning internal 
seclll'it7 111&ttera. we cOJl8ider th• intarmt.Uan to be rellable. Dau 
of Worrdt.ion ill 22 Oct.obar 1963·) 

2. The 11'.MI bl ftGre.n would Uke to 11t.11ge dEllllOllAJ"ations against 
the trial• of the 1'MI l&tldera but they are ll?lcert.ai.n whether it wolWI. 
be vise t.o d-tn.te •inc• euch act.ion might result in the defenc:lanta• 
receiving a atiffer Nat.enO<t. th1.1.t1, the F1''I, in coordination >dth t.b.e 
National Front stwilmts abroad, w1ll d-.onetrate against the tml.s 
abroad in order to bring world attention to bear on the trial. ('l'hls 
ie t'rcai aurniall;y rell&ble source, :from a central council member of the 
F,,;r. Date of Wora&Uon ill ~ October 1963.} 

3. a. The l"i-ll ia caneerned that the National. Front in Iran hu 
wallhed it• llanda of the FMI tl'ial.8. The FHl l.eadere on trial 
ban aakod. thpae on the outside whether tha7 should put. up a 8tiff 
ct.tense ~ not.. Tbe F!U on the 01.1ta:Lie ia l.llldecided what it shol.lld 
u. 

b. Jatar Sharif-J!:muli. haa .uked the Shah to pardon l,ehdi 
Buargan. Sb&r:l.:t-~ asked this &8 head o:r th• 6ngineera 
Assoei&tion, ot which Basarg.iD ia also a leading JJIOllll:>er. The 
Shah told Sharif'~ that t.he caae agaiDSt Bazargan was rather 
grave. Sllal'if-&llaai aa.id, "But ;your H&,jesty•e cw.passion ia 
gl"l!&t..r. • the Shah B&id he was ver;r busy with foreign visi tore 
at. the t.iAe bllt that he would look into the D1&tter. The Shah 
Hilt word to Basargaa 5.u pri- that he au.st caiae and aee the 
Shah and beg 'I.he Shah'• perdcn. Basargan re.f'l»ed, since this 
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would diecredit him and the F .J: with the p400ple of Iran. l"or 
his :l.nterceoeion,.~hari.f-i>mami got eCllle credit with the oppoa1-
t.ion. Oeneral'::'211ili&ni t£-t, head of the l.illtar;r Co\U"t. in the 
F:J: trials, apologized to Sacargan a.nd ll&id he was SJapathet1c 
with biln but that he had to do bill dat.y. Buargan•11 aotber 
died about three ....,eka ago and hundreda of adverti•-~• llX

prHeing eymp&thy have appeared in the local pr•••• 
c. !l&j Aqa Reza Zanj&ru., a mullah tied in w1 th the Fiotl 

and probibly with the Fllda.yan Iel&a, is beizl& watched clGMl.y. 
During the curr&lit tria.:..a, thers ii 1urvelllan.oe in depth on 
the 11treeta around hie home. 

d. (The in!ormation in pa1·agrapb J i• from a wiual.ly nliable 
eoarce from a fo~er ol th• FMI, Dat.e o1' W~tion ia 23 
Octeber 1963.) 

1+. Ball&I'gan ia highly reapect<Mi as a uni voraity proieesor and 
a.lso for hie piety, Strange aa it nia7 ae.a, he ia atill being talked 
about for head of the Technical iaclllty at the lluivera1ty of Tehran. 
As a lll&tter of l'nct, the Technical faculty met with Chancellor Jahanahah 
:;aleh on 20 October. ~eh -• de!e&ted becauH ewm tb<>H he wanted to 
~tand for dean of the faculty refu11ed. 1be mHti.Dg broke ap with no 
one being electo0d or appointed. (Thia ia frQll a univ .. reity etu.dent. 
(CJ wtlO is a National j'ront student leader,) 
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Mohammad Tavakoli, Civil Engineer 
John D. Stempel, U.S. Embassy 

May 8, 1978 - El Chico Restaurant 

Tl1e Iranian National Liberati.on Front 

AHB/DCM, OR, NEA/TRN, IRN/RNA 

XGDS-4 

Tavakoli and Stempel ::-ir~t at the rJ1 Chico rcsLaurant where 
they were introduced by a frlend. Tavak~li h~d bee~ billed 
~a Sten~el as somco~e who had con~·acts w1th 11herat1on move
::.ent elements and might, in fact, himself be an import:ant 
liberation movement figure. The individual who introduced 
Stempel and Tavakoli remained for about 15 minutes of light 
co:n•ersation on Stempel' s background. It was .::lear throughout 
the evening that there was a substantial suspicion by 
'iavakoli that Stempel was either a "SAVAK fink" or ClA agent. 

Conversation developed slowly; d1Jring which time, it emerged 
that the third party who was- called Bahram had studied civil 
engineering in England, political science in the U.S. and had 
taught for a few years at the University of Dayton. Tavakoli 

c·Ji'iS reluctant to provide his full name, but did so upon 
''irect question. Tavakoli who appeared to be in his early to 
:Hirl-40' s, said he had stt.:dierl engineering in Germany. 

After ;ome verbal prodding, Tavakoli asked Stempel what he 
thought Iran's problems were. Stempel discussed the problem 
uf balancing political development with economic devel~pment 
:ir1d said he was interested in learning more about Iranian 
socic·ty. Tavakoli then asked what Stempel thought Ira~ians 
!elt about the U.S. Stempel replied there were many views 
1.cld by Iranians--some thought the U.S. was not sufficiPntly 
vi in defense of the "free world", while otl1ers dis] iYt·d 

tantial American p:-escnce on all counts. M::my others 
:,.1n:ire Am,.rican technology, but dislike many aspects of 
/\i:)L·rican society. Many Iranians, Stempel noted, used 
:·:ciericans as scapegoats for suburban ills which would exist 
~ith or without the American presence. Tavakoli said there 
1·,rvre "several tbousand 11 American rni1itdr-y present in Iran. 
;.;1 (•mpel cu;mtered by noting that it w:is rrnml>erc-d in lhe lOO's 
::llhe than the l,OOO's. Most r.-.1 L'rP iuvolvl:'d in tL·chnical 
: rnin n!(; many Iranians thought there w1·r: ~1ore military 
'han tfere actually were because many c1vil1ans who work here 
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have 11ad a military hack[;round. Tavakoli then opened up a bit 
for the first time and said he gu<'ssed slightly under half of 
the people in Iran distrusted and disliked Americans because 
of their support for the Shah and t:he government: Steml'el 
replied he was aware of this feeling though he might quibble 
with the numbers. 

At this point Tavakoli abruptly 3sked Stempel if he thought 
it was safe to talk in a public place hec2use "they were 
always present''. Stempel noted t~e good locati?n of the.table 
And said of course some conversations would be inappropriate 
but general conve~s!ltian such as ~e we~e having ~ere no problem 
for him. Tavakoli then lowered his voice and said he knew 
t~e top leadership of the National Liberation.F~ont very we~l, 
but said many of those whom he knew were suspicious of American 
motives for wanting to talk about the movement (Comment: . 
includinec Tavakoli). Just what were our reasons for wanting 
<liscussi~ns with the liberation movement? Stempel replied in 
general terms saying that the U.S. was alw~ys interested in 
political and economic movements. It was important to ~now 
a great deal more than we did abo':'t all c1;1ltures, espe~ially 
those as complex as Iran, if American policy was to faithfully 
represent American interests. Tavakoli said he felt.there was 
a great gap between American's ~ntcrcsts a~d the policy of 
their government. Stempel replied that ~his ~as n?t always,, 
so and a discussion of the influence of American Lnterests 
on foreign policy followed. 

TGvakoli then asked if Stempel knew Professor Richard Cottam. 
Stempel indicated he had never met th7 man but ~as aware of 
his State Department background 3nd his rcput2tion as a 
scholar. Tavakoli urged Stempel to reread Cottam's book, 
Nationalism in Iran. It is a good history of the ev7nts . 
which led to the creation of the Liberation Front first in 
the early 50s and finally as presently organized during the 
1962 National Front riots. Tavakoli then asked if Stempel 
had some way of proving he was a State Department officer and 
whether he would mind his name being checked with Profess?r 
Cottam. Stempel readily agreed to any check that Tavakoli 
wanted to make and suggested that: he or his friends could 
begin with the State Department Register. Tavakoli pressed 
further asking if therJwas some way that the Embassy could 
dirPctly confirm to Engineer Mehdi Bazargan that Stempel !~s 
an Embassy employee. Stempel replied that any o~ Tava~oli s 
academic friends could call the Embassy and confirm this, bu~ 
St<'rnpel knew of no other way and inquired as to what Tavakoli 
meant by this. (Comment: Tavako~i may have bec;n pro')ed for 
some> kind of intelligence connect ion.) Tavakoli then askc;d 
if the Emhassy would be interested in discussions or mc~t1ngs 
with National Front Leaders. St cmpel replied that tl1e Lmh:issy 
was interested in the general subject but perhaps things 
should proceed more slowly. Stempel expressed his own 
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doubts that Tavakoli was who he said he was (Stempel did this 
at several points in the conversation when Tavakoli expressed 
suspicions of him.). Tavakoli said that if Stempel checked out 
all right he would be prepared to arrange a meeting with 
Stempel with people he described as National Liberation Front 
leaders, including Bazargan. When Stempel asked how he would 
know it was Barzagan, Tavakoli replied "you Americans have 
your sources". Stempel indicated he had met, socially at 
least, one or two of the National Fronters (he did not identify 
which ones) and would be willing to attend such a meeting. 
'Tavakoli indicated he would call Stempel at home after a 
suitable interval, "if everything is ok". 

COMMENT: The meeting was a curious one filled with expressed 
suspicion on both sides but also a willingness to continue the 
dialogue. Stempel sugg~sted that discussions should be seen 
as part of a process. Tavakoli expressed suspicion of U.S. 
motives and returned several times to the question of what the 
U.S. hoped to gain. The reply was always some variety of the 
basic theme: better understanding and appreciation of the 
movement. At one point, Stempel had to assure Tavakoli point 
blank that he was not working for any intelligence service and 
hoped Tavakoli could say the same. This elicited a wry smile. 

Tavakoli handled himself very carefully and was at first 
unwilling to see his companion leave. After the third 
individual left, however, Tavakoli warmed up slightly and 
despite his suspicions of motives, talked in terms of a 
meeting. The accompanying indi vi dua 1 "Bahr am" seemed '!'uch 
more Americanized and perhaps was sent along to establish 
Stempel's bonafides. After a little fast sword play on Ohio 
State faculty members whom both knew, Stempel felt Bahram 
believed Stempel had been honest about his background. 

c:i-:ou:T /I, I MJ)l s 
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Dr. Yadollah Sahabi, National Liberation Front 
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Tav::i.koli picked me up c-:<bodt 9: OU A. !Tl (-lnd l_:1·J,)°K Tl](: h1. j e 
. 1hol1t 15 ninutes from my own hcc1S('_. Tl1ere. I w:1s i-11 to 
Eng. Ra/:'.aq~~an and Dr. Sah0bi, a retired. pi ·)f(~ssor f1 tJm 

Tehran lJ!1lv,';~;i_ty., T_,J.'.'Okr::'-lj h;:id idc•nli c-1 ns the lea(lcr. 
nf t·Jic I..jb01 ntion MoVCTTI.c>~-tt of Iran (LMT) S.:-1h.:J.'.;i as a 
c1ose :-1ssociate (We believe ht~ is one of Ba2arg:,!1 1 s t.op counselors.). 
\'J'c t'XC~·nnt::,cd p1casantL-ics and began discussing politic$ in Iran 
v.c·ry gingerly. It was obvious that the two Front leaders (Tavakoli 
p1ayC>d the role of translator but ·contril•uted substantively to the 
discussion in a way which indicated that he, too, is a member of 
'he i lllWr c ire 1 e.) wanted to exchan:,e analyses and were prepared 
lo talk fr~nkly. In the course of discussion they set forth LMI 
\'i1c1s of !he prcsf:'nt situation of the Liberati.on Movement of Iran 
(offi('al Englisti title·) Jn Jrnn ;ind quiz:c:ed me on President Carter's 
HumCJn Rights prot;ram. Ar the rnn1~l l1si nn ~~f the ev(~ning, RAzrtrga.n 
han·'ed me a letter which he had clr>l iv .. ·r1·d 1-0 the Sh-1h requesting 
a television interview belwcen the ~~hz:ih ;ind LMJ 1 C'ndcrs. 

rhe ( onversation, which 1.ist-ed 111'..,i o\, r '1-.; 1 h·:_1urs is dcse!-ibcd. 
helow by major sub1-1ectdings a.s i-t c·v'o1v.::_·d. 

11.S li111n;m Rif,l~Ls Policy 
'1'he LMI 1cnclc·t·s 1-1C'f~.:-1n by ;~.sking :me what J_ thcYught: rresil:cnt 
(',irrcr's !1uman Hi s policy '.va.s. ".Jrawing on v.:_:rtious bric::f~ng 
11,1t(·1·i:11, Id<.:~ thL' {\dnii_nisL.ration's h.._trr;an rights poJicy 
is orH' uf s0eking to streng'then the values relating to perf;una.t 

-1nd '"ic· i al freedom. The LMI leaders asked about the droll in 
:'r<'~~id(·nt Carrer's popl1lctrity, questioning whether this wa~ 
,lf 11-ii 1 111 ;i{)lc to hi~~ Lurr::;;tn ri.ght-s policy itself or his failur'e 10 

11 11 ';('•\Jtc· it more v·igoro--;isly. T rep-lied that there were rn-my 
1 

1(·11\1-,; involved YP.lAt.ing lo presidential popularity and t 
1 

!1:1 t r h(' human r-Lgh 1 s po 1 icy l-'a<l only minor effect on his .-n·i t y. 
i :1 1l 1 l.('r c;.lscs, t hf.-'rf> wa.s criticism of the Administrntiori s 

1!1:111, ,lits effort-~; on both si<les--doirlg too rn:.1ch <:ind doing ! no 
! 11 1 l1' ! po·il:tl'd oul the fact that American Congression;Jl :i_1,1 r.-rL:st 

1'.1.111 1 ir,ht.s di<l predate the present administration; the:!'·c ·, .. :as 
·1 1 1111 vncinu:; -c-lc·nwnts of America's human rights posture 
1,..111 ~.i.~,.~; <'f the pnlit_lcCJl fence. 

·r·:CEET/L IM!')IS 

2. ~EC~ET/LIM_Q.IS 

Liberation Movement of Iran's View of History 
Ar-this point, Bazargan broke in to describe his movement's view 
of politics in Iran over the past 25 years, firmly insisting that 
the CIA had put the Shah back on his throne. (He maintained this 
posture despite my denial and we agreed to disagree, he accepting 
t:he possibility of other factors and my allowing that American 
influence was certainly strong at that time.) Bazargan portrayed 
a picture of steadily diminishing political liberties in Iran from 
1953 to the end of 1976. I took issue with this, noting that 
there seemed to be an ebb and flow, with more political activity 
and freedom at some times and less at others. BaocArgan maintained 
that the overall trend was downward. 

JZ.r~nt Developments 
Beginning in early 1977, some political liberalization was allowed, 
according to Baz.argan. The LMI over the spring and summer of 1977 
began to test how many speeches could be given <'lnd to what size 
audiences. The group's major effort w3s a Bazargan speech to 11+, 001 
at one of Tehran's major mosq<-1es in April 1977 . 

All three Liberation Front leaders insisted that the Shah must 
have been forced to liberalize and they attributed this wholly to 
President Carter's human rights policy. I suggested that President 
Carter's human rights policy was merely one factor, that events 
wiLhin Iran had urged many others to pre'is the Shah to liberalize. 
Discussion of this point indicated thatLMI leaders are firmly 
convinced the Shah would never have liberalized unless he was force< 
to by external forces. Conceding that SAVAK was not involved in 
internal dissidence as much as before, Bazargan said that as long 
as the potential fo operations against oppositionists exist, such 
anti-dissident movement as the "Underground Committee for Vengeance' 
were still possible. He acknowledged that activities by this 
cc,rnrnit:tee against known I.Ml members had tapered off over the past 
ten days. He attributed no signific<'lnce to this. 

Returning to the libcrali~ation which took place in 1977, Bazargan 
said that following the Shah's visit to Washington, repression 
again seemed the order of the day and that this continued and 
intensified until President Carter's visit to IraQ~n New Year's 
day. After that, said Bazargan, it s<ecmed to the' LMI that the 
<;overnment re.sorted t.o brute force. A spirited discussion followed 
I suggested the government had revPrsed its heavy hand sometime iu 
e,-,rly Decemher he fore the C'.,arter visit. Baz3rgan uncomfortably 
conceded this but noted it was in preparation for the President's 
visit. I suggested tB't the post-January 1 period seemed rather 
a period of administrative ineptness with untrained police 
responsible for the Qom incident on January 9 and administrative 
i ncompetc-nce a rna.i or (and admit. ted by GOI) c«usc of the Tabriz 
dc,ts in February. SAVAK had not seemed to play R sienificant 
role, perhaps thaL was ~hy things had gone so poorly. Bazargan 
2nd Tavakoli leaped into the discussion, insisting SAVAK bad been 
urchcstrating all these events. I replied that my own personal 
i~(·tnling of them would rot support such a s1 Rl erneuf- S/i..V/\K C:('('l1K'd 
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as confused as everybody else.," We continued discussing events 
down to the present with the T"Mr_· leaders beginning to consider 
among themselves the ~ossibility· that there was less organization 
behind the government s response than they had at first thought. 
There was no attempt to convince me that I was wrong,. and there 
appeared a sincere appreciation of my willingness to talk frankly. 

Bazargdn then continued by presPnting the case for believing that 
the violenC'e of the past six weeks was a government olot to show 
Lhat people are not really ready for freedom. he and Sahabi expressed 
hC'ated di~approval of [!,OVeri1mcmt at.tempts to intimidate the · 
dissident muvement'and while they could not or would not present 
any difinilive evidence of government involvement, they were so 
firmly convinced that officialdom was behind the attacks, that I 
assume they must have what they feel is reliable information to 
that effect. 

Projection for: the_l'l1~l!_r_e_ 
At this point Bazargan said the hour was growing lace (both 
Razargan and Sahabi are well along in years), and we agreed to 
continue the discussion on May 30, before my vacation. I 
expressed a desire to know more about the LMI and they wished to 
go into future prospects at greater length. Bazargan made the 
point three times that this is a critical period for democracy in 
Tran. There must be some form of dissidence allowed and this 
opportunity cannot be lost. Following the meeting, Tavakoli 
3ddL'd that the LMI' s failure to find a role in Iranian life would 
undoubtedly leave fertile breeding ground for terrorists (a standard 
theme since 1953). He hinted that six months ago terrorists had 
hcL,1m insisting that it was hopeless to think of non-violent 
change and that there would be growing pressure on the LMI. I 
asked him how he knew this--did the Movement have any contacts 
with terrorists? He became vague, indicating the LMI had learned 
this from "friends." I did not press the point. 

We briefly discussed the relationship of the LMI to the Islamic 
movl'ment and Bazargan and Tavakoli said that the Islamic movement 
was basically pro-Western. It would be a pity if the Shah drove 
it into the hands of other hostile forces. 

H.,,-.;;q;an and s."habi (wl10 did not talk much) are both alert, 
int el 1 ir.cnt. individuals, though tCicy k1Ve a particular bias ·and 
1•1vs1•11t tlccir i'kolo1.';ical oise well, It is possible to have an 
l1011l'St ~ind spir·itcd discussion ;ind they are willing to accept 
c>l lH·r ,·,oi nts of view. They were obviously pleased with the meeting 
,rnd «xpn•;;sed positive interest in others. Razargan stated he 
l(l()l't'd ftirw;ir<l to a dialog with the American Embassy and was quite 
l'l""''"d vcith Lhe initial talk. He then handed me a copy of his 
I •·It 1'1 to the Shah, which cal led for the Shah to meet on television 
with l""'"'lf and olher opposition leaders Lo di.ocuss the following 

j1·( i, 1) i-he n1onarchial order and constitutional law; 
.'I :1,, «,,,,,lth ;111cl d"pth ,if the OJlfl""ition in Iran; 3) legal 
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freedoms and police violence; and 4) services and achievements of 
the White (Shah-People) Revolution. He asked me point-blank if I 
thought the Shah would accept. I replied I didn't know, but it 
seemed more likely to me that he would turn down a television 
show but might want something more private. 

POL: JDStem~~: lab: 5·-31- 78 
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SUBJECT F•1rther Discussi.ons wLth Liberation Movement of 
Tran (LMI) officials 
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I was greeted warmly ty Tavakoli and Razargan who apologized 
that Dr. Sah8bi could nci: join us h~cause of il1nes.'L After 
the ~is 1-1al plQF1santries 2nd very friendly "tarcf", I asked if 
Bazrtl"'gnn hrtd received An answer from his 1 ctter to the S1Ja~t 
StJggest_ing a television interview Letwe0r1 :he Sb~h and opposition 
~ea(k~rs (see May 25 Bazargan/Stcmpel rnemcon). Rti.?.argan replied 
cha~ there had been .. i;o answer, b~t chat Le was intrigued by 
Minister of Informacion Homayoun s prrss cuntcrence (r0ported 
by Tehran ) , which stated that dissidcmts who expressed their 
loyalty to the country and monarchy would he allowed media time/ 
space to present their case. 

In response to my question as to the LMI's attitude towards 
this statement, Bazargan said that if the Shah can define what 
he means P,y monarchy, "we are prepared to say whether we believe 
in it." Historically, the Iranian monarchy h<is been a dirtatorial, 
not~ constitutional, ~nstitution. Then, choosing his words 
car2tully, BazC1rgan sa1.d the LMI believes in ·the constitution. 
"If the Shah is.ready to implement all. provisions of the 
cons ti tu ti.on, then we are prepared ·to accept the monarchy." 
Bazargan said there were two questions. On the theoretical side, 
w1l1 the Shah accept the constitution? On the political side, 
will he abide by it? Is he ready to relinquish some power to 
groups that may come forwa:rd? Ta·1akoli said that LMI believes 
he is not. 

Wha~ about LMI? 
At --t}1r~;--p01=11t~I suggested l t would be riot only useful but 
'"'ccssary for us to know more about the T,Ml. Unless we knew 
some thing about t:he strength and depth of organ:i zati.on and had 
~;cimc undcrs tanding of the Movl.'.micn t 1 s doctrine, it would be 
·iifficult to take it seriously. How did I know I was not 
1jst1·ning to two gentlemen who were merely expressing the 
views of a few close friends? 

·1·;Jvakc1lj broke in 
c1..ir~·fit•d first: 
1·)1:1nnPJ" intp the 
t lw J.Jv:! had htard 

and said 
Does the 
Embassy? 
that the 

ther~ was one question that must be 
Ca-rter administration .have a 'iseparate 

In response to my probing, he said 
Carter J\rfmi.nist~at ion tias its 0

0\-111" 
),) 

SECRET/LIMP!~ 

2. 

sources within the Embassy. (CoITu~ent: At first I thought this 
might b~ a vague reference to illicit CIA connections. The 
subsequent discussion convinced me that someone told LMI leaders 
in the U.S. that there were separate entrees of some kind.) 

I replied that as far as I knew there were no "separate channels." 
Individuals occassionally wrote informal letters to personal 
friends; perhaps someone had misinterpreted this sort of 
correspondence as an "official" channel. The Ambassador was the 
President•s pf~sonal representative and apriroved messages to 
Washington. I then indicated to Bazargan that I discussed our 
talks only with the Ambassador, his deputy and the political 
counselor. The Ambassador, of course, had the final say on what 
was forwarded to Washington, where he could be certain it would 
be read by a politically responsible officer. I asked then 
how wide> ly they hild discussed our previous conversation .. Tavakoli 
rcoplied that they had not di.sc11ssecl it with "others". After a 
brief discussi'JTI with Hazargan. 1 Tavakoli. made a more forward 
':>t>1tement. The LMI wished to be responsive to our wish to kn0w 
'T":.re about the moven:ent. They ho~>ed to continue full <1nd frank 
(he stressed the fra11k) exchanges ~ut were even prer1 ared to give 
"iJS informAtion ,_1nilaterally becausf ,the Movement believed ~t was 
in its i'1terest to do so. He noted .the Movement had sL:ppl:i.ed 
:nuch information to Richard Cottam when he was a State Department 
officer and continued to do so. The Movement thought in that 
instance it had been very helpful. I indicated I would, if he 
and Bazargan wished, report any particularly sensitive information 
directly to the Ambassador. Both said that they saw no need for 
that kind of restriction and would be prepared to discuss the 
Movement in more detail at our next meeting, probably after my 
return from vacation (this would probC1bly be the first week of 
:uly). This kind of new step, however, required consultation 
with other leaders. 

Ba~a~gan then asked about a co~tact thAt had been made by an 
Embassy officer thi:ongh an Iranian friend before I began meeting 
wiLh the gr<,up--should ~his go ahead? After some_sparring, we 
~clormined that Political Counselor Lambrakis had made the 
1-('~uest several weeks earlier through another dissider1t leader. 
P)a~·.argan expressed the vi.ew that further contact was not 
rtPcessarv, but he would be glad tn meet with Mr. La~brakis 
if- ~he latter desired. I repliea-that I would check with 

l.-1mbrakis t:o see. (Comment: On the whole, Lambrakis and 
f '.A?lieve occasional social C':->nt:act between Bazn.rgan GJnd Lambrakis 
~ould be a good thing, since it would show watching GOI eyes 
where our 11 contact 11 v...~as. Those leaders, including Tavakoli, 
"\·ho are t1-1ought not to be kn0wn to the no1 ice w•xuld not. of course 
· .. .:.:-o.nt to meet with L;unbrakis.) 

V:!rions Incidents 
,\,_ -Cf~-[s p-OI-Dtthe· cocversatian becam<~ more i.nformA.1 as we tad 
·l1~ssert. Tavakoli arid Ba~argBn offered the following information 
(,n events in Iran over the past ten days 
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The Shah's pressure on the dissident movement has definitely 
increased. Despite the prevailing quiet, there have been a 
number of incidents. The most important had been in Qom where 
there have been quite a few arrests of both mullahs and religious 
students up to May 29. Ayatollah ShaFiatmadari is under close 
SAVAK surveillance. One prominent mullah arrested is Mr. Nateq 
Nouri. Two other mullahs were arrested in Tehran on May 29, 
Fazlolah Mahalati and Jaafar Shojooni. The LMI professed not to 
know why they had been picked up. (Nateq and Mahalati were among 
those recommended for arrest by another contact who had talked 
with the Court Ministry. They, and presumably Shojooni, are both 
_Khomeini men.) 

Projected Demonstrations 
SAVAK has contacted all mosques in the major cities a~d said 
there will be no ceremonies on June 5. Religious leaders and 
LMI leaders have called for people to stay inside, a form of 
general strike to show the government that the whole country is 
both unified and dissatisfied. The LMI believes that any 
political meeting will be met by army attacks on demonstrators. 
The Fifth of June date celebrates the moment at which the Shah 
ordered the army to shoot to kill in the 1963 National Front 
riots, which led to Ayatollah Khomeini's exile. 

In response to my question, Bazargan said it was not clear there 
would be demonstrations on the 19th of June. This depended 
on what happened on the Fifth. 

On Friday, May 26, commandos attacked thirty students who were 
mountain climbing northeast of Tehran. These commandos were 
riot police who brought along their own medical teams. The 
students were beaten badly, then taken to the village of Afjeh 
for medical aid. Veils (chadors) were pulled off the women who 
were insulted for a period which ranged from 4 to 5 hours. At 
least some of the group were released, but Bazargan did not know 
if any of the rest had been arrested or not. Tavakoli asked what 
my in.terpretation of this event was, and I replied it sounded 
like police overreaction. 

The government has stopped the pay of Aryamehr University 
facetlty membPrs who had been striking against the University's 
proposed move to Isfahan. ' Bazargan said his sources believe 
the army wants to use the l'lryamehr campus to establish its own 
engineering school. Bazargan reported that a low-level staff 
member at 1'chran University said the Empress Farah had convened 
a trustees meeting to hear student representatives discuss their 
problems. At the conclusion, she indicated she would set up a 
meeting for the students with Prime Minister Amouzegar. At her 
direction the board of trustees reportedly approved a 15,000 
rial housing allowance per month for faculty members. 

~~:.c~t;T/LIMQ_~ 
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COMMENT: LMI views of the incid~nts above, particularly the 
police attack on students, probal,ly do not tell the whole story. 
They should be treated as having a kernel of truth covered by 
some exaggeration until modified or confirmed by other sources. 

Tavakoli's Role 
Tavakoli's behavior this evening clearly showed he is a respected 
member of the inner circle of the LMI. Bazargan deferr;d to him 
on two or three occasions, and he entered the conversation on 
his own, not just as an interpreter. 

POL:JDStemp~:lab:6-l-78 
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Henry Precht, Esquire 
NEA/IRN 
Department of State 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Henry: 

T,ehran, Iran 

June 6, 1978 

Welcome to Command Central, NEA/IRN style. We are delighted 
to have you aboard, though "perhaps -not as much as Myles is. 
What we have for you today ·should 'give you something to 
get your teeth into early: - -'l'he memcons enclosed with this 
letter are being very closely held as you see, and I wanted 
to forward them to you with a word for explanation and com
ment so they may be used to_ best advantage. 

Mohammad Tavakoli, who is a ranking member (but who has 
thus far not admitted to it) of the Liberation Movement of 
Iran (LMI) contolling board or executive committee, was 
introduced to John Stempel as a byproduct of another contact 
within the Mission. As you will see from the memcons, the 
relationship has developed ·slowly but, as we understand from 
our other contacts, very satisfactor.ily from the LMI point 
of view. Despite their suspicions, they appear to be on the 
verge of beginning meaningful discussions with ,John which 
could give us some real insights into and information about 
the LMI and various fringe groups, to supplement that from 
other POL .;.nd Embassy contacts. 

'I'he LMI will almost certainly at some point begin exhorting 
us to do different things. ·we know from the way the initial 
contact was arranged that they are quite eager to talk to us, 
but have the usual paranoia about CIA involvement. You and 
others might give us your ·thoughts in due course about the 
directions we m:l'.ght like this contact to go, the pressures we 
should be prepared to accf!:pt, and wha,t aims of our own we 
might want to press at some future time. We think :t:or the 
moment we should keep this· 'specific business as quiet as 
possible. · · · · · · · · · 

As far as additional distribution is concerned, we will 
leave that to your discretion. Obviously, continued utility 
of this contact depends on extreme discretion by those who 

SECRET/LIMDIS 
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know about it. We do not know the genesis of t~e.LMI's belief 
that the Administration has a "separate_ channel into the 
Embassy (see May 30 memcon), but we would hate to see our 
side billing this contact as that sort ·of thing. We are 
handling the matter here by simply saying generally that w~ 
are in touch with a whole range of people on various occasions 
and letting it go at that. 

we 
us 
in 
in 

find it faa:cinating ciiat Richard Cottam, as several of 
had thought is stil!l a principal contact for the LMI 
the u.s. and that they were willing to confirm this, even 
the early stages ofidiscussion. 

Sincerely, 

Charles W. Naas 
Minister-connselor 

Attachments: 
as suited above 

POL:JDStempel/bjh 
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l!\~!_:\ClRA_:'!_\)_\_'.t:~ OF CONVERSATION 

PARTICIPANTS: Eng. Mehdi Bazargan, National Liberation Front 
Mohannnad Tavakoli, Civil Engineer, National 

Liberation Front 
Dr. Yadollah Sahabi, National Liberation Front 
John D. Stempel, Political Officer, U.S. Embcissy 

DATE & PLACE: July 18, 1978 - Private home in Darrous, Tehran 

'SUBJECT Liber1t"tion Mt'.lv<omen t ~·f Iran (Li11) ~ - Unc·ertaint·y 
Over Iranian Politics, Reticence in American 
Contact · 

DISTRIBUTIQN: CHARGE, OR, "1.10L, NEA/ llzti 

SUMMARY AND cmIMENT: 
This---rneetilli~wa5-Tr1" rnnny w&ys my lea0t satisfactory encounter 
with the Liberation Movement o1ficials, hecause it represented 
the first regression in trust by the LMI and they appeared 
confused and lacking In political irc.a,c;ination. It was clear 
from th<:' outset that all. three LMl Jen<krs were focusing upon 
the Iranian Socie!:y for tbe DciC'nse of LilJerty anrl human Rir,hLs 
pre~s interview of July 12 which catalogued alleged deviations 
of the government in the political right~ area. ln discussion 
regarding recent politicnl devclopmcnt~>--thr.o projected demon
stration Lows, proposed elector;:::l activities and religious 
lcacl\~rs 1 vie:Ps--the Front leaders spc'nt 1•1ost of their time 
cri.ticizing the GOl' s intentions and cxi•ressing disbelief that 
the 8overnmcnt would carry through. Thcv accur.ately reflect<~d 
the confusion 1~1ich the Shah has apparcn~ly successfully sewn 
among the oppositionists. 

The leaders would not discuss projected Ljl)eratio11 }fovement 
actions but wished to talk primarily about doctrine and 
ideology. They in effect retreated from their offer funde at 
our May 30 meeting) to discuss the F~onl Dore frankl!. 
Probably the principal reason for this was their belief that 
news of our meeting had gotten out. Tavakoli said they had 
heard reports of our contact. !IC' coulc1 not or would not be 
more specific, and I assured him that from our side there 
had been very restrictive discussion. They appeared to accept 
this but n0vertheless remained suspicious. They would not 
ar;rcc .:1t tlii f; tiI:~e tCl a process whc~rcby l could contact theT:i 
and lC'ft the impression that they would cnl 1 me again in n 
\Veek or twu. 

Clec:trlv, the Sh:1h' s recent moves have SC\·:n confusion and 
suspicion. Their reluctance to go into detail about the 
purportr·d lc~1k of our talks raises the qu~srion of whether 
there h2.s been some inadvertent. discu::sio:1 so~c·.-:hc~rc or 
whether they are merely using this as a means of pulling J.t·1 
th,,ir horns. 16 
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In addition to su;1plying " copy of i::he Iranian Socit'ty for the 
Defense of Liberty and H.R. 's handout, they informed ~e of a 
meeting to be held the cv1'ning of July 20 in a garden at a 
major intersection seven blocks from the Embassy (Taktc Jamshid 
and Pahlavi). They do not expect difficulty but are alert to 
the possibility the police may try to lirrit or otherwise inter
fere with the meeting. Main points of discussio~ are given 
below. End Summary. 

OPPOSITI01'1 Hl!;'.fAN RIGHTS OFFENSIVE: 
The Iranian Society for the defense of Liberty and Human Rights 
(SDLHR) press conference of July 12 catalogued a number of 
problems, all. of which had been the subject of Embassy 
reporting. ",A copy of the group's statt'ment is being transmitted 
separately. Bazargan and Tavakoli asked me what I thought of 
it. I replied that it was a useful collection and docuE1entalion 
of a number of problems and certainly deserved the attention it 
had gotten. Tavakoli, who increasingly took the lead this 
evening, interjected that this proves the Shah cannot be 
trusted and seemed to be trying to elicit an official U.S. 
response. 

I asked whether there was any official connection between the 
LMI ancl the Society. Bazargan replied that the LMl supports 
the S!JLHR but has no organizRtiona1 ties to it. Moverncnt: 
members join the SocieLy tts individuals. The Society's 
constitution calls for it to be independent from politics. 
That is why it h;:;s felt safe in establishing an "off-ice" 
here. 

LEf;J;;,r;E REG,\RDI:'.G E!·lllASSY /l.1'11 TALI:S: 
Atthis-j:ioint.-;-\~\~i.ifi)fi.brofe0ll1. and. nsked if I had told 
anyone about our talks. I reiterated, as I had six weeks 
earlier, thnr l had told only the Ambas~aclor, his Dcputv 
and my own boss. I asked why the question. He replied. that 
word that t·hc L:-11 was tallcinr; to the: Embassv h(1d gotten bacl: 
to them fror1 another sourcQ. I asked for p2rticuiarE, and lie 
indicated that the group did not know any details, l pressed 
him on this, but he could noc (or would not) give me 
additional. I said many people made conjectm:c:s about 
contacts and gave him copies of two newspaper ~rticlos to 
show how these were occasionally erroneously treated. I 
asked him if there could have been someone guessing if we 
had contacted each other or someone. withiD his o-vm gruup. 
Bazargan s3id only three or four oLhcr 17~9r.~bcrs of the g:roup 
knew of their contact with rne. 1 our conc0;-r1 tln~ 
these contocts were made pt;.hlic but no,,t that it t·.~a:=; lJ~JC; 

policy to inforLl ourscl,rcs ebout nnd meet with various grour.~ 
Someone might have simply assumed ~:¥ had met at p~rt·ies or 
elsewhere. I pledged to do some ~carchi11g fLom n-,y ~;j clc and 
ur8ed them to clo some more specif/ c inves l iga ti on. They 
indicated their readiness to proceed. 

17 
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LMI AND POLITICAL LIBERALIZATION: 
I askeo what the ~lovement s view of the recent electoral bill 
and the projected demonstration law. I wondered whether thito 
had affected LMI attitudes or strategy. Bazargan said the 
electoral law was interesting. The group was taking a step·· 
by-step approa·ch to the new law. However, all Iranians 
remained deeply suspicious 'of the Shah's intentions. How 
could a man who had ruled autocratically for 37 years 
suddenly be converted'! The SDLHR had accurately documented 
xecent .Violations-and.xhe LMI belie¥od ~he Shah was nut 
sln~~ie:•· · · 

Any demonstration law in Iran.would simply be a tool to 
establish police control over oppositionist factions, unlikP 
the U.S., where signing up for demonstrations gave protection. 
The government's intention was what was import-ant. There was 
no reason to believe che Bovernment really wanted freedom. 
The government had kept stories about. the Societv's activities 
out of the press. The press refused to carry ads for a 
major religious/political meeting to be held the evening of 
July 20. Bazargan then gave me two handbills which <J.nnounced 
this meeting under the names of about a hundred leading 
religious and political. figures. Bazargan comme~tcd ~h<J.1; the 
meeting was being held in response to Ayatollah Khomeini s 
call for a restrained observance of the 12th Imman's birthday. 
(C0?-2·!ENT: It was clear from our discussion that the LMI 
political leaders are hand-in-glove with those mullahs who 
suµport Khomceini., not those who are personally loyal to 
Shariatoadari. Other leaders had not signed these handbills.) 
In response to my question, Bazargan assured me that the meeting 
would be open. Reporters and press attaches were welcome to 
come, and presumably anybody else could. He did not expect 
trouble but thought there might be police guards with a 
"potential" for interference. 

FUTURE LMI STRATEGY: 
rn--response -fomVji"rodding .as to what stra~egy the M~vement 
would take in dealin~ with the projected liberalization 
mceasures, the L~·ll le;;ders jockeyed back and forth decrying 
t110 govcrnn:<,nt's intentions ~md finally saying that any 
efforts would be useless unless the GOI was "obliged" to 
change its attitudes. Speaking for the three, Tavakoli 
said grudgingly that Lh~ LMI would take pa~t.in_any effort~-
such as elec=ions--buL the LMI was not optimistic. I replied 
that the Embassy was taking a very c-bjective, wait-and-see 
a rt i t:nlc as wcl 1. I then probed the LMI leaders on how the 
r.::1 £ucicLior1c:<l. They recounted the history of the Liberation 
l~voront th1·ough its nine months of open existence in 1961: the 
s~ndi of irs le•ders to jail for four to ten years, and its 
r(·viv:1 on a "sd,1i-clandcstine" basis in 1971. They carefully 
Ji;:•i11L.hc·d thr' inj•O::t.ance of the Union of National Front 
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groups un7er D~rious Foruli-ir. They stresr,cd that the· I.?!I hnd 
_egun ':1or.nng~in the late7Cs to j1nplant its ideol.ogic.cl thrus~ 
in society. ihe Movement wns political and closel~ tloJ to 
Islar~--here Tavakoli broke in to stc.t.e that the eh~ico for 
Iran s youth was between Marxism and Moh!lmm;icli.sr'!. 

This led to, the 9uestion .JS to how th; L!'·'.I felt about supportint: 
;he mullahs d~;iro to have ~ veto, tnrou1,h the Council of Ulerna 
bn all l~ws _pas 0 ed. TavaL0)1. ~aid t·Jio Co1•nci.l has nei·•:·r re~lly 
. een estahl~sb~d, th.e concept .J .. s. ~dcak ;;.rHi it nceJs cla'!":ifvi_ 11 rr 
;I wondered aloud .. wh.ether t·he·mulh,.hs· 17'i°ght not us,-, 'it"to"tak~:'· 
pow':'r and freeze out che more secular r;rouµs. Tavakoli said 
I. d:-d not understa~1<l ~-hat 1 he Isla:nic expcri enc(· was not 
simila~ to the C~r~ st; ~n1 experience in t:bc i;;\. '.',t. Tho 1:.1 crna 
would accept. po~1.r1cal lea<ll'rship, ,, 11 J they 1 .: ·i·ly i·lislocd to 
measure conform7cy of relir,ious law with civil law. I 
expr~ssccl scept:ici.sm that l'.d.s cou]cl be the: c ':e and ., .. r_:. os-rrcc·1 
to dis<J.gree. . (COi·1MENT: The LMI leaders clc;c"l y bdic·v·.· tha i:· 
the~ will dominate any type of coalition with r~liPious le!ldcr• 
Their sel £-assurance is rcr'.lR.rkable, hut sC>e11 1 ~: !_:OFH2-~·~::1c-1L : 11 ,i spla~'~c·i 

Tavakoli then assured me ~hat the ma''ses of tlle Iraniilil people 
followed the LMI \."'cause J.l promised decisive :iccion "'·.ni.nst 
t:~e Shah, ar;d b';'haved "realistical.l.y". There folJ.0"1.·,l' five 
minutes ?f ideo,ogy which pictured the ua as tl1c> i.ntel lect·u1l 
leaders~1p of the Iranian "fr?edom movement". When I mi J.diy' 
suggested that Ayo~ollah Shar1atmadDri had sGirl It was not 
neces~ary to_overtnr~w the_Shah, Tavakoli responded shHrpl.y 
that if Shariatmadari confLrmed that view, he would be deserted 
~y the mass of the people (COMMENT: very dubious). The LMI 
is clear!y un':'asy abou~ ~he prospect that other opposition 
~roups, .especially religious ones, ~ill come to a coherent 
~deolog7cal program that: embraces the Shah. I got the definite 
~~~r~~~~on that such a development would severely destabilize 

LMI ORGANIZATION: 
WheDI probea~urther about the LMI' s present organization. 
the leaders quickly drew back. I expressed the veiw that it 
~ould be helpful to kn?w more about their org8nization since 
-t he!ped to put them in perspective. They replied smoothly 
that :hey had thought I was only interested in background and 
doctrine. They were uneasy about giving me information on 
the MovcmPnt because of the security problems and the fact that 
the Mo'.'ement had not yet become "open". I asked whether this was 
~ ba~kir;g off from what they had said six weeks earlier. 
I~va~ol1._a~J Bazar~an ~arefu~ly avoiJed either confirming or 
denying this, but in discussing future meetings used t~c term 
"7xch~l_lf'P of i.nfonnation" which had been the ',)h~8Se Phi~!~ 
signa.lled more restrained contact. I suggested that some wav 
~c worker! out t~ ;ill011 me to contact them

0

other th2n co:llin>c. 
1.~ng. Ral-'~1ri?1n <li~-c~ctly (':·:hich I have never dc1nC'). 1\ftc·r s 0 ; 1~ 0 
~ntcrnnl _d:;.~;c 1~;sDJ on, Tavaknli said he would call r:ic 2 ]n "in 
« ·~ ... Jcek 01 t·wn and \\re could arrnnr;e to meet n~~a.jn. other 
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e alone T vakoli to meet m 
. . s all right for a 11 coming to my 

two lcader.s said it wa ossiblity of e':'entua y the recent events 
and they accept~fe;~e f~om the disc':'ssio~ ih~;s left with t,he 
house. It was h ·r initial paranoia ~n,, which is exa7tly 
had ~ncr;;~se1 t t c~h us' we' 11 call y~~!I ~eems to b7 going d 
feeling on ,d at the mome~t. contact will an 
wh<ere matters sta~e soul searching .. Ou~e immediate future. 
through some se~~ . ore restrained in t 
should be somew at m 

'V'l'h 1 "b 'I 20-78 
·poL:~DSt<lm]'je.ll: a : -

E.0. 11652· XGDS-4 
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSA1ION 

PARTICIPANTS: Mohammad Tavakoli, Liberation Movement of Iran (LMI) 
John D. Stempel, Political Officer, American 

Embassy, Tehran 

DATE & PLACE: August 21, 1978 North-side restaurant 

SUBJECT Iranian Political Situation 

DISTRIBUTION: AMB, DCM, OR, POL, NEA/IRN 

Tavakoli contacted me August 20 after a month's lapse since 
our last conversation. He met with me alone without the 
other LMI officials who had met with us previously. The 
purpose of the meeting from his point of view was to present 
LMI versions of various events of the past month. 

The following major points emerged from the meeting: A) LMI 
has an entirely different perception of reality than most 
other opposition groups and certainly a totally different 
perspective than government. This difference is so marked at 
'the present time as to make dialogue between the GOI and the 
LMI extremely difficult if not impossible. B) Tavakoli 
said that the nationalist movement in Iran lacks a popular 
base. The choice is between Islam and communism for the 
movement must have an ideology. C) The GOI has been con
sistently provocative with respect to police and military 
forces around the mosques. "The people" will undoubtedly 
continue to demonstrate and there may be additional violence. 
The LMI is predicting that there will bemartial law in Tehran 
by August 23. or 24. (Comment: This seems unlikely). 

Recent Events: Tavakoli described the aborted political 
meeting (reported in Tehran 7022). He indicated that a 
member of Iranian Committee for Human Rights and Freedom, 
Eng. Hashem Sabaghian who had arranged for the use of the 
property where the meeting was held, was picked up by SAVAK 
on July 22 and remains' in the Komite prison in Iran. His 
family has visited him'once and he is in good health. The 
International League for Human Rights has cabled the Prime 
Minister in protest of this arrest and the Committee for the 
Defense of Human Rights has protested police action in 
breaking up the meeting. 

Tavakoli jumped on the Shah's August 17 press conference 
statement that liberty was costing so much as evidence that 
the Shah will not keep even a minimum promise about democrat
ization·. He reviewed recent disturbances in Isfahan and 
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Shiraz, arguing that they were government provocations. He 
said adoctor in Shiraz had reported 38 killed and 300 injured 
in the early August riots in Shi_raz. I suggested that his 
figures were way in excess of what other sources had reported 
but he doggedly stayed with them and added that police had 
burned mosque rugs, bicycles and motorcycles and even attacked 
a woman in the mosque area. (Comment: This does not square 
with any other report of the Shiraz events or even other 
dissident comments heard here.) In Bchbehan, Tavakoli 
claimed ten were killed in an attack on the mosque. In 
Tehran, Tavakoli reported activities at mosques in recent 
days and noted that police had been very active in breaking 
up meetings in the Lurzadeh, Tmam Hossein and bazaar mosques. 
Ile noted that LMI officials, including Eng. Bazargan were 
speaking at various mosques, but the KAnoon-eh-Tohit mosque 
in Kennedy square was closed Aui:;ust 20, the night Bazargan 
was to talk. In the Qoba mosque five blocks from the 
Pars American club, Tavakoli said crowds h;id reached 20,000 
for the evening prayer service over the past few days. 
(Comment: We drove by the area fol lowing our meeting and 
Tavakoli walked with me through the area around the mosque. 
This old crowd guesser from Berkley would say that n~t ~ore 
than six or seven thousand people were present both inside 
and outside the mosque. The speeches were anti-government 
but we did not stay long. Eight trucks of government troops 
were drawn up in three locations but behavior of both troops 
and crowd was unexceptional during the 15 minutes we were 
present. 

Abadan Theatre Disaster: Tavakoli outlined the LMI's view 
OIAbadan, stressing inconsistencies in the variolB storie~. 
He was particularly concerned to note that the Abadan Police 
Chief is Brig. Razmi who was Chief of Police in Qom during 
the January riots. Tavakoli claimed that figures were falsifie 
in the early news reporting and that SAVAK officers at at 
least one local paper stopped initial news reports. He was 
critical of the Abadan fire department for not coming to 
the scene more quickly and criticized the government for 
saying that terrorists or guerrillas were resp?nsible.since · 
"they never attack the '~eople". I took sharp issue with 
this latter statement and asked if he were suggesting govern
ment collusion or responsibility. He backed off any direct 
conclusion bue said the LMI was conduct:ing its own investiga
tion and noted that the French Press Agency man in Iran and 
other reporters had gone to Abadan. 

Respoddbility for Unres.t--Forei_g!'~':'E. D-','111<?.'3t~£~ TavaJ;oli 
bore own heavily on pol ice responsibTiity Tor provok1.ng 
unrest and suggested that there wer~ two ways.people.c?uld 
be provoked: A) by constant prodding by police officials 
around the mosques and B) external agents. In :esponse to 
a question as to who these agents were, Tavakoli suggested 
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some may be government people but "others may be from outside " 
We talked this point at some length and he admitted apparently 
somewhat reluctantly that LMI leadership suspects there may 
be "others" not under full movement control. He did not go 
a7 far as to sugges.t they had foreign backing but listened 
with renewed attention when I detailed some of the reasons we 
suspect there ~ight be foreign elements involved. He did not 
demur and suggested that LMI's influence on the religious 
movement was not as complete as they would like it to be. 

'.fhe _Union o~ Nati?na~ f!~I!!. specifically, Darrious Forouhar 
an? Dr .. Kari_m Sanjabi, came under sharp criticism. Tavakoli 
said th~s group now believes it cannot work with the Shah 
though it.once thought so (Comment: In the absence of direct 
~o~tact wit~ thes~ ~en we are.inclined to doubt they have 
shif~ed their position so rad~cally, particularly as the 
Iran~an scene has been opening up. It is clear that there is 
considerable f:iction within the opposition coordinating group, 
between ex-National Fronters and the more militant Liberation 
Movement.stalwarts.) · 

LMI ideolo_gy__!'J1_d their reaction to the Shah's Liberalization: 
In response to a<ffrect question on the Snall'"S-C-onstitution 
day speech, Tavakoli said it contained some good sentiments 
but there was no reason to believe the Shah's actions would 
fulfill ~he promise of ~is words. He expressed surprise that 
the American Embassy still spoke of these things and said 
that one purpose of our exchange of information was to have 
a c?rrect (meaning LMI) view of events reflected in American 
policy. I suggested that our concern with these elements 
occur because they are a fact of public life that we too 
were w~tching to see if action matched words'. 

Tavakoli stated that the close tie between the LMI and the 
religious movement was necessary. Iran was becoming split 
b~ the marxists and the religious. He left no room for a 
mi~dle~of-the-road philosophy supportive of the Shah. All 
this will pass and the true conflict for the future will be 
between I~lam an? communism. For this reason the Liberation 
M~vement is m?vin~ to. close.r lin.ks wit.h religious leaders. 
Since Mossadeq s time, the Liberation Movement had lost its 
popular ba:e.and must rebuild around Islam. (This is the 
~ost surprising statement an oppositionist has made to me 
in over two years. Opp~si~ionists normally contend they 
represent a thwarted majority of the people who cannot 
speak their minds.) 

Con<:._~~d_!n_g_ Cornm_e_ri!_: Tavakoli was more relaxed at this 
meeting than previously. I asked him if he had any other 
c~ues as to who had learned of 011r earlier meetings. He 
did not ~o into names but did say that there had never been 
a reference to specific meetings but only to Liberation 
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· 1 knew of these 
t Only four LMI officia .sto i."ndicate someone Movement contac ~· d to me 

contacts. I ~aid that this seeme . t He agreed that 
·nad been guessing or making a gei:ier~l p~~~h~t suspicions. 
this might be the case but remaine so 
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TAGS: PINS, PORS, IR 

SUBJECT: KHOMEINI PLACED UNDER HOUSE ARREST, LIBERATION 

MOVEMENT OF IRAN (LMI) SEEKS FURTHER U.S. CONTACT 

SUMMARY: LMI REPRESENTATIVES INFORMED EMBOFF THAT IRAQI 

\Mil GOVERNMENT HAS PLACED AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI UNDER HOUSE ARREST 
1r;M 

! t'.ON2 AND WILL ONLY ALLOW RELATIVES TO VISIT. KHOMEINI MAY WANT TO 
I' ~1 

: r S LEAVE IRAQ. LMI ·"BtLIEVES EITHER USSR OR US PRESSURED IRAQIS 

· IW TO MAKE MOVE. EMBOFF DENIED US RULE. LMI SUGGESTS MEETING 

11 IR WITH US REPRESENTATIVES TO CLARIFY ITS GOALS AND ENLIST US 
\[iP 

FA ASSISTANCE. IN VIEW OF INCREASING ACTIVITY BY LEFTISTS, 

FURTHER DEMONSTRATIONS MAY BE IN STORE. END SUMMARY. 

1. AT URGENT REQUEST OF LMI REPRESENTATIVE, POLOFF STEMPEL 

MET WITH TWO REPRESENTATIVES OF MOVEMENT SEPT 25. LMI 

ASKED FOR MEETING BECAUSE NEWS HAD REACHED IRAN SEPT. 24 

THAT IRAQI GOVERNMENT HAS PLACED SOLDIERS AROUND KHOMEINI 

1 

HOUSE AND HAD ONLY ALLCWEQ .. TWO PEOPLE_,__BOTJI RELATIVf;h_l.l!llQUGH __ 

"[.JDS l~:_~~---n·:;·;~;;~•-T~c~=-· _ ;;;:;~•~••:_-•:•:"""' . 
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I POLICE LINE. POLICE TOLD KHOMEINI MOVE TAKEN BECAUSE I 

IRAQ WANTS GOOD RELATIONS WITH IRAN. KHOMEINI SAID HE 

WOULD PROBABLY WANT TO LEAW:IRAQ. LMI REPRESENTATIVES 

SAID MOVEMENT CONVINCED IRAQIS WOULD NOT DO THIS ON THEIR 

OWN AND ACCUSED EITHER US OR USSR OF "FORCING" IRAQ 

TO DO THIS. LMI REPS SAID IRANIAN RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY 

VERY TENSE AND SOME RELIGIOUS LEADERS WERE CONSIDERING 

ISSUING ORDER TO KILL US AND SOVIET CITIZENS IF 

COMPLICITY OF EITHER IS PROVED. EMBOFF TOLD LMI PAIR 

IT WAS ABSURD TO THINK US HAD A HAND IN SUCH ACTION AND, 

WHATEVER CAUSE OF AYATOLLAH'S INCARCERATION, IT WOULD 

BE DISASTROUS FOR ALL CONCERNED IF ATTACKS WERE MADE 

ON FOREIGNERS. LMI MEN SEEMED MOLLIFIED AND STOOD 

DOWN FROM HOSTILE ATTITUDE. 

2. LMI PAIR THEN SKETCHED OPPOSITION VIEW OF PRESENT 

SITUATION: SHAH IS HATED BY "VAST MAJORITY" OF 

IRANIAN PEOPLE. LEFTISTS, ESPECIALLY TUDEH UNDER

GROUND GROUPS, ARE BECOMING ACTIVE AND ARE ORGANIZA

TIONALLY BETTER ABLE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF MARTIAL LAW 

THAN OTHERS. US SHOULD STEP IN TO HELP IRAN THROUGH 

DIFFICULT TRANSITION. 

S CRET 
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lsENIOR LMI MAN PRESENT THEN SAID MEETING WITH STEMPEL I 
HAD BEEN REQUESTED TO ARRANGE "HIGH LEVEL" CONTACT WITH 

USG TO PRESENT LMI VIEWS. SUCH MEETING COULD CONSIST 

OF TWO OR THREE INDIVIDUALS PER SIDE AND WOULD HAVE AS 

ITS GOAL EXPLANATION OF LMI POLIC.IES AND SECURING U.S. 

BLESSING FOR TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS WHICH WOULD 

CULMINATE IN END OF PAHLAVI DYNASTY "IN BEST INTERESTS 

OF BOTH IRAN AND U.S." LMI WOULD ESTABLISH IT HAD GOOD 

RELIGIOUS CONTACTS AT SUCH A MEETING. EMBOFF ~EPLIED 

U.S. STARTS FROM PP.EMISE THAT SHAH HAS KEY ROLE IN 
FUTURE POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 

/ ~ AND IDEA OF SUCH A MEETING SEEMED PRE~.ATURE 

ANO SOMEWHAT GRANDIOSE. HE PROMISED RESPONSE LATER. 

(COMMENT: DESPITE EMBOFF'S RATHER HARSH DENIALS, 

LMI TEAM INSISTED U.S. "COULD DO ANYTHING IT WANTED TO" 

WITH RESPECT TO IRANIAN GOVERNMENT. EMBOFF SAIU THIS 

WAS RIDICULOUS.) 

3. IN PROCESS OF DISCUSSION, LMI TEAM HAMMERED HEAVILY 

ON THEME THAT ANARCHY SERVED NO ONE AND THAT SHAH AND 

PRESENT GOI COULD NOT BE TRUSTED TO IMPLEMENT PROMISES. 

EMBOFF ASKED LMI WHAT STEPS IT WOULD BE TAKING TO 

ADAPT MORE OPEN SITUATION TO ITS OWN ..mil ENDS. DESPITE 

LMI DENIAL THAT IT WOULD COOPERATE WITH GOI, IT WAS 

CLEAR SOME INTENSIVE THOUGHT HAD BEEN GIVEN TO POSSIBLE 

ELECTORAL STRATEGY AND LMI WAS EXTREMELY UPSET BY FAC~ 

KHOMEINI'S WINGS HAD BEEN CLIPPED. LMI SAID THERE 
L ~ 
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I WOULD B_I;: l;'UBLIC STRIKE' PROBABLY A "QUIET DAY'" IN 

TWO OR THREE DAYS" TIME TO PROTEST TREATMENT OF 

KHOMEINI. PAIR ALSO ADDED THAT TUDEH UNDERGROUND GROUPS 

WERE PLANNING DEMONSTRATION FOR OCTOBER 15 WHICH WOULD 

PROBABLY BE CONFRONTATION WITH GOI IF NOT HANDLED 

PROPERLY. (THIS LAST REPORT, IN SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT FORM, 

ALSO CAME TO POL COONS FROM DIFFERENT SOURCE·) 

4. COMMENT: LMI CLEARLY OFF BALANCE BY IRAQI MOVE AND 

REMAINS UNSURE HOW IT SHOULD PLAY PRESENT IRANIAN 

LIBERALIZATION PROGRAM. REQUEST FOR MEETING WITH "POLICY 

LEVEL" U.S. OFFICIALS, A LONG-TERM OPPOSITION J>.IM, 

APPEARS EFFORT TO GET USG TO HELP PULL LMI CHESTNUTS 

OUT OF FIRE. 

s. FOR BAGHDAD: WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFO YOU CAN 

DEVELOP ON OFFICIAL IRAQI LINE AND ACTUAL SITUATION OF 

KHOMEINI IN HJl:OIXKX NAJAF OR BAGHDAD. 

L 
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PARTICIPANTS: l><lhram Bahramian, Liberati.on Mo•»crrient of Il"~n (LMI) 
H_ohammad Ta\ .. -akolt, '' 11 11 

John D. Stempel, Political Officer, U.S. Embassy 

DATE & PLACE: Sept. 25, 1978 - Dov;l;:t Street 

SUBJECT LHl seeks Hi.j!'h Level U.S. Meeting 

DISTRIBUTION: AHB/DCM, IP'tJL, OR, BIO (Tavakoli), Df.O, NE/./TRN 
INR/RNA, Il:r'./OIL/B 

SUMYLARY: LMI officials <H;kcd for nn urgent· meeting with ?oloff 
Stempel to find out if tbc U.S. had anything to do with ~he Iraqi 
government placing Ayatoll<Jh Khomeini under· house an: est. Ll-11 
officials said their movf:ment seeks n policy-level rneei.-cng with 
American officials to prescmt their case for scr-kfng lJ. S. 
support in arranging transit:ion from present &uthorit:nrian 
government in Iran to a more, d<2rnocratic cystem. LMI men suggest 
communist and other violent actors are beginning to play an 
important role jn Iran. TJ;ey claim popular feeling is over
whelmingly against the Shah. 

KHOMEINI INCARCERATION: Accepting their request for an urgent 
meeting, Stempel met with Bahramian an:! Tavakoli and dro·,·c around 
northern area of Tehran while discusLSon took place. LHT duo 
were obviously agitated and i.nformed Stempel that on September 
23 Iraqi authorities had placed Ayatollah Kho1;wini under virtual 
house arrest. Only two people had been allowed into his home 
since, and the Iraqi police had informed Khomeini that Iraq 
wanted good ties with Iran and he was to stop political activit:ies. 
Khomeini replied: "Down with Iran, I have been serving my country 
and my people and I will leave this place." 

LMI pai.r said Movement believes either the Soviet Union or the · 
U.S. is behind this action which is extremely dangerous. Iranian 
religious corr.munity was tense all day on September 24 and 
several Ayatollahs wanted to give the command to kill Americans 
and Russians. Stempel replied the Embassy in Tehran knew nothing 
about restrictions on Khomeini and said it was absurd to think 
the lJ. S. would have this sort of influence on Iraq. He said 
it would be a disaster if the religious community "began killing 
Americans" on SUC'.h a flimsy pretext. The Iraqi govermncnt 
feared Soviet activity and had its oHn reasor.s for l·canting to 
rein in Khomeini. 

After several minutes of further disc'.1ssion, the LMI men relaxed 
somewhat and '.-?e:o-:0 11ot nc:arly so tensP Gurin;: th(' remaii.1d,~1~ of 
the rnectir1g. Tb v did BU?~cst :~c ll.S. should use its it~1lut·n~~ 
to get Kt-ioDeini t.\c·d. S~:er::j)el 1·epliccl it was rediculous to 
c>V<:n SULgcst t}d \·\!S a possibility. 

2<;i 
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LHI SEI:KS HiGH-I.EVEL MEETING: Bahramian then describ0d the 
present political situation in the following terms: The 
c01rnnunists are very active and the Tudeh underg,round 
organiz'1tion has benefited substantially from Martial Law, 
since it can work more effectively than legal organizati.ons. 
There is to be a major strike of some kind on the 15th of 
October which the Tudeh and other J:Ddicals are likely to 
attempt to convert into a violent attack ar,ainst the govern
ment. There wi.11 be a lesser "public strike" in a few d:'lys 
to protest Khomeini's restriction, probably a stay-home day. 

2. 

The LMI does not trust the Shah and does not believe ne intencis 
to create any khtd of democratic system. There was considerable 
discussion on this point and Stempel asked point blank how the 
LMI planned to play its cards in t!w next few months. Tavakoli 
said the Ll1I needed a year or two to get organized and thought 
the government would have to be watched and at least verbally 
attacked if there was to be any progress. (COMMENT: While 
the LHI men talked non-cooperation with the ['.OVernment, it is 
clear that they have given intense thought to possible electoral 
strategy.). 

Bahramian then said there should be a meeting between U.S. 
officers who had policy influence and the LMI. The LHI would 
describe its tactics for achieving the go'l of democratization. 
Stempel asked what purpose such a meeting: would serve and what 
result was expected. Bahramian said it wbuld serve to convey 
the LMI's policies to Washington at a suitable level and the 
LHI hoped to achieve U.S. blessing on non-violent activities 
aimed at getting rid of the Pahlavi Dynasty. Stempel replied 
the U.S. obviously did not see the Irani$n situation the way 
the LMI did and regarded the Shah as a fbrce for stability 
and as a major factor for guiding democratic change. Stempel 
was then treated to an impassioned few minutes· describing how 
the mass of Iranians disliked the Shah and wanted him gone; 
"But we are not asking you to get rid of him, just to agree 
to help us change." Tavakoli said for two years the Ull has 
tried to keep nationalists activities· non-violent. "Now we 
are reaching the point where the masses· are beginning to leave 
us for violent activities." The LMI does not seek violence or 
anarchy which only benefi.ts the communists. Bahramian said 
it might even be possible to have the Shah attend such a 
meeting, but Tavakoli disagreed and said the Shah had to go. 

Stempel said he would, of course, report the request to his 
government but such a meeting seemed a little grandiose and 
not merited by the State of U!I/US discussions to date, nor 
by tlie assumptions on which the LMl was operating. How did 
the U.S. go·,crnment know that Tavakoli and his friends spoke 
for anythinr; more than themselves? The LMI pair replJ cd that: 
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full. evidence of their Ilon:• Fj ,., . . 
meeting, which might well tak~d~l· M:tdd b':' given at tl:fc 
':r ~~ree people to a side. S ... ~c,_ ,?':'~side Iran with rwo 
the:n request later. tempo[ saJ.o he would resp0nd to 

OTH~R. EVENTS: . The I.MI mr>n •• 
art1f.Lc1.al groun revolvit···· :aid ~lw N:.tional Front was an 
the LNI was not' real 1 '::· n.roui;n 'ndiv1.duals. They ~aj d 
(COJ1NENT: Th",. , .. · y co,,peratrng \·.'ith the Front any more. 
from another '~~,·c '.',~0.t: r(~hspond n ~:o whet t two th 

~· ·' . n ave told us.) o e:: Front TI1€T•bers 

The.recent death of Ayatollah • ' 
accident near Ya2d was a Pia, or (.olpaycgan s son in a t~;,ffic 
~· cro~d in Iilzd forced th; ~OI ~~us~ f~r r~ligious meetings. 
reig t the bodv to Qom d t . a an on its plans to air 

religious faithful. to ·Qo!'.1 tie body was driven by the 

Tavakoli mac'e t' . 
• 

1
• De point that A . ~ 

recei:tly empha~:l:-:ed no ncr•<>tJ" Yt';ltollah ::>hariatmadari has 
as hi o co t · 1 · " a ion,, in th the Sl h 

• •• L •• '" l.nucc support ior Kh ". . . rn ' as well 
Crl. tic t.zecl Age·1Jce Franc 0 p . , . ~mE ii:J · , Tavakoli harshly 
ofd the opposit·i 0'.1 lTIOVi"m~ni·1.:s~ o: cl :Lts Ullhelpfu1" covcra<>e 

.un er J.Jressurc from. the G(JI ~~~ sa:. the ".'FP st~ffer was o 
LMI pair added tl>at th ·. · cau~c of his Soviet wife Th squa . .c eir count of tot 1 _, __ _, . . e 

re ep1.sodc <md surround· a --.u<:<tt1--J.n the Jaleh 
asked "-here the bulk were . ini:; area.s approaches 1, 000. When 
~e~e ,~ur~ed without doc~""'~~~~~d' ~.ney suggested that many 
Easte, n 1ehran. (COMMEN'l': W~ ~n "n ~eskaral;ad cemetary in 
where, but have no further evict ave heard this rumor else-

ence to substantiate it.) 
LATER.CO~!ENT: On September 27 I . 
~~strl.ctions on Khomeini had be~n r-:ifian press announced 

ere. has been no call for a p bl.. J te?. As of September 28 
strati.on. u 1.C strl.ke or other demon- ' 

Conversations with other l' r· J 
us -th~~ the pus sure for ;a,/~~~. =~ont ~igure~ suggest to 
o~f,~1rils hils at least art ~f ·~~~ ~evel .me~ting with U.S. 
within the Liber1tion Hp . 1.t~ roots in internal confli t 

c ovcil!cnt and the Front. c .s 

<:C\11·"1 
POL: JDStemr)~r':·1.ab: 9-28- 78 
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TAGS: PINS, PORS, PINT, IR OF IRAN (LMI): NEXT STEPS SUBJECT: LIBERATION MOVEMENT 

REF: TEHRAN 9251 

L 

SUMMARY: To RES ERVE POSSIBILITY OF MEETING WITH LMI WANTS 

U.S. OFFICIALS. BRITISH ARE BACKING NAHAVANDI LMI BELIEVES 

GROUP EXPECTS PRESENT SITUATI STUDY GROUP. ON WILL CHANGE IN 

IMPORTANT WAYS OVER NEXT TWO WE • EKS END SUMMARY. 

OLOFF STEMPEL MORNING LMI REPRESENTATIVES CONTACTED p 

1. REQUEST FOR POLICY-LEVEL MEETING OCT 11 FOR ANSWER TO THEIR 

y PAINTED SCENE IN IRAN AS WITH U.S. OFFICIALS (REFTEL). THE OF 

PEOPLE ON STRIKE BECAUSE/DISCONTENT WITH VERY GREY WITH SOME 

OTHERS STRIKING BECAUSE GOVERNMENT, AND GOI ORDERED THEM TO 

Du SO TO HIDE "REAL NAT URE OF UNREST." LMI REPS THEN ASKED 

WHAT U.S. RESPONSE WAS. 

SUPPORT FOR SHAH AS EMBOFF THEN SKETCHED U.S. POLICY: 2

• POLITICAL LIBERALIZATION, BEST MEANS OF ACHIEVING SUCCESSFUL 

~:ic·o;;uN-:Z-s ~~~--;;-;-Ro~~-s-" ORAFTINGO OA._) ·--· -X · ~ 

-ll-?L _y~~.CWNaa~------ ---- -lo _ __ _ __ I 
1 
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!"SUPPORT POR POLITICAL LIBERALIZATION, BUT NON-INTERVEN;;bN 

IN INTERNAL IRANIAN AFFAIRS. EMBOFF SAID THIS WAS USG 

POLICY, AND USG COULD NOT AGREE WITH LMI ASSUMPTION THAT 

SHAH HAD TO GO. IT WAS TIME FOR OPPOSITION ELEMENTS TO 

WORK 'I'OGETHER TO PRESERVE SYSTEM FROM CHAOS THAT WOULD 

BENEFIT NO ONE AND POSSIBL•Y LEAD TO MILITARY OR 

TOTALITARIAN TAKEOVER. 
THERE APPEARED ·ro us ENOUGH 

ELEMENTS OF COMMON INTEREST EVEN BETWEEN LMI AND GOI 

THAT THERE WAS A GREAT DEAL MORE ROOM FOR GENUINE 

POLITICAL WORK THAN THERE HAD BEEN. SHARIF-EMAMI GOVERN-

MENT WAS SEEKING GOALS--PRESS FREEDOM, UNIVERSITY 

INDEPENDENCE, FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY, AND FREE ELECTIONS--

WHICH ALL SUPPORTED. 

3. LMI REPS SAID '!'HEY COULD AGREE WITH MOST OF WHAT WAS 

SAID EXCEPT FOR ROLE OF SHAH. THEY EXPRESSED CONCERN FOR 

POSSIBLE "UNFORTUNATE OUTCOME" OF ANARCHY AND SAID EVENTS 

IN COMING TWO WEEKS WOULD PROBABLY GIVE EVERYONE 

DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE (COMMENT: IN MARKED CONTRAST TO 

ANXIETY EXPRESSED AT MEETING DESCRIBED REFTEL, LMI PAIR 

SEEMED CONFIDENT THAT TIME AND CIRCUMSTANCE WOULD BRING 

USG CLOSER TO THEIR VIEWS). 

4. EMBOFF SAID LMI COULD HEAR USG POLICY EXPRESSED AT 

POLICY LEVEL IN Wl'.SHINGTON IF DESIRED. LMI REPS 

HASTENED 'I'O REASSURE EMBOFF THAT THEY "13ELIEVED THEY 

WERE GETTING STRAIGHT U.S. LINE AND THOUGHT WASHINGTON _j 

_ ~~Q.1'fil:'L'~N~O=F~O=R=N"-----
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'MEETING WAS NOT NECESSARY "AT MOMENT"; THEY WISHED, 
-1 

HOWEVER, TO LEAVE OPEN THE POSSIBILITY AND THEREFORE 

RESERVED FORMAL RESPONSE TO OFFER UNTIL LATER. 

5. LMI OFFICIAL THEN~~SKED WHAT USG THOUGHT BRITISH 

ROLE WAS. EMBOFF REPLIED LMI WOULD HAVE TO ASK UK, 

(WHICH THEY NOT PREPARED TO DO, ACCORDING TO SOURCE) • 

EMBOFF THOUGHT UK POSTURE TOWARD GOI WAS ESSENTIALLY SAME 

AS U.S., BUT LMI REPS SAID THEY HAD IMPRESSION UK WAS MUCH 

MORE DISPOSED TO HELP SHAH AND ROYAL FAMILY AND WERE 

DEFINITELY SUPPORTING MINISTER OF SCIENCE AND HIGHCR 

EDUCATION NAHAVANDI'S NASCENT POLITICAL GROUP. U.S. AT 

LEAST "HAD ITS HEART IN THE RIGHT PLACE." EMBOFF 

CAUTIONED LMI NOT TO MISINTERPRET U.S. POLICY--WE 

THOUGHT SHAH'S CONTINUED PRESENCE NECESSARY FOR SUCCESSFUL 

OUTCOME OF CHANGES IRAN WAS GOING THROUGH. 

6. IN RESPONSE TO EMBOFF'S QUESTION ABOUT DEVELOPMENTS 

lN NEAR FUTURE, LMI REPS SAID THERE WOULD PROBABLY BE 

RELIGIOUS PARADES ON OCT. 14 HOLIDAY CELEBRATING BIRTH 

OF IMAM REZA, AND THERE WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY BE "GENERAL 

STRIKE' OF SOME KIND OCT 18 OR 19 (PAIR LEFT IMPRESSION 

EXACT DATE AND MODE NOT YET SET) . LMI REPRESENTATIVES 

THEN GAVE EMBOFF LATEST STATEMENT OF MOVEMENT'S POSITION 

IN PERSIAN AND ASKED TO SEE ENGLISH TRANSLATION. EMBOFF 

SUGGESTED THEY RECONTACT HIM IN TWO OR THREE DAYS, AND 

PAIR AGREED TO DO SO. 

____ _sECRET /NOFORN 
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

PARTICIPANTS: 

DATES& PLACE: 

SUBJECT 

DISTRIBUTION: 

~o~n D.dStempel, Political Officer 
o annna Tavakoli, Liberation Movement 

October 19 and 31; Tehran, Iran 

LMI Views Toward Elections Soften 

AMB/DCM, POL, OR, BIO, NEA/IRN 

of Iran ( 

Tavakoli had asked to met with 
summary translation of the most me to get a copy of the Embassy 
newspapers are referring to th ~~ent ~I document (Some 
Movement", but Tavakoli sa s e . as the Iranian Freedom 
received the translation y LMlI is be~ter.). After he had 
events. ' we ta ked briefly about current 

Tavakoli sa·id 20 had been kill d 
October 15-16 demonstrat· .e and 50 wounded during the 
attacks in other cities ~~n!e~~ Kerman: There had been police 
was the government causing . 1. He wished to conclude that it 
pointed out that no one hadvio ence, not the ?emonstrators. I 
and.asked if it was LMI stra~emonopoly o~ various inc±dents 
~gainst the government rather ~h to con~inue demonstrating 
its policy of elections Tavak f~ pu~~ing the government on 
~rust the Shah and would not wao i sai t~e.LMI still didn't 
if they were not going to b f nt to participate in elections 
would consider as a r . e ree. I asked him what the LMI 
Tavakoli said therep~o~l~i~~en~uarantees f~r free elections 
thought Sharif-Emami had t ne under this government and 
representatives would prob~bTo. LMI an? ~ational Front 
un~ess ~h~re could be some so~ noft participate in elections 
prime minister. t o government under another 

In response to a question as 
scheduled to become PM Tav kt~_whe~he: Ali Amini had not been 
but Amini did not wish' to ba o i ~a~d it.h~d been a possibility 
of SAVAK and the Army l ecome rime Minister without control 
on his chance to beco~e PMs~~~e~t~d ~ini had missed the boat 
of wax instead of a parti 1 a tried for the whole ball 
and agreed perhaps this w:s ~~~cess. Tavakoli grinned wryly 

I asked Tavakoli wheth h 
would not bring on a ~f. e thought continued demonstrations 
hoped not, that militmi itary government. He said the LMI 
violence and greater da:y government would lead to increasing 

isaster r noted th t h expressed U.S. opposition to ·. 1 . a t e Embassy had 
ravakoli seemed genuinely 1 mi ~tary ru~e to the government. 

p ease and said everyone hoped the 
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the situation does not deteriorate. I replied, with somewhat 
of a "show me" attitude that pushing the Shah toward free 
elections was a better strategy than offering continuing 
violence. Tavakoli again said the government could not be 
trusted. I said many moderates thought the opposition did 
not seriously want elections. Was the LMI really trying to 
"con" everybody? ·Did they only want political power at what
ever price? If the LMI was serious about elections, why 
weren't they pressing for guarantees rather than demonstrating? 
Tavakoli was somewhat taken back at my vehemence and said the 
LMI was of course considering the possibility of doing some
thing in this line. I replied that the U.S. felt now was a 
good time for various opposition groups to take the govern
ment's promises seriously enough to begin trying to see if 
they could be realized. It seemed to me that only those who 
sought chaos (perhaps for reasons unrelated to Iran) sought 
continned violence. Tavakoli acknowledged this might be so 
and that Tudeh activities in the universities was beginning 
to concern both the LMI and the National Front. He indicated 
he would be out of touch for a while but definitely wanted to 
meet with me again. We settled on October 31. 

Tavakoli seemed more disposed to consider the possibility of 
cooperating with the government towards some form of elections. 
He accepted without a strong demur my posing of the inconsis
tencies between advocating violence and working with the system. 
He was clearly uneasy about LMI's work with the demonstrations 
but also clearly sees it as a means of keeping pressure on the 
government. He said nothing about the projected meeting 
between Eng. Bazargan and Khoneini in Paris, either because 
he was under instructions not to do so or because a final 
decision on the meeting ( announced two days later) had not 
been made. 

At our meeting October 31, Tavakoli said the only answer to 
stopping unrest was Khomeini. He expected Bazargan to return 
November 2 or 3, and would have a better idea of where the LMI 
stood at that time. 

POL:JDSte~:lab:ll-2-78 
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ACTION: 

POL-~ 

AMB 
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SHIR 
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_ J CHARGE TO 
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ACTION: SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

SECRET TEHRAN J 18 12 
STADIS 
LIMDIS. 

E.O. 12065: XDS-4 12-3-98 (STEMPEL, J.D.) OR-P 

TAGS: PINS, FORS, IR 

SUBJECT: KHOMEINI CONTACT 

REF: STATE 303337 

1. MOHAMMAD TAVASSOLI OF REFTEL IS INDIVIDUAL KNOWN TO US AS 

MOHAMMAD TAVAKOLI WITH WHOM POLOFF STEMPEL HAS BEEN IN COtlTACT 

REGULARLY SINCE MAY 1978. HE rs NOT RPT NOT A "KrDMEINI MAN" 

EXCEPT IN LIMITED SENSE. HE IS A SECOND-ECHELON LIBERATION 

MOVEMENT OF IRAN (LMI) LEADER BEHIND MORE PROMINENT FIGURES 

SUCH AS BAZARGAN AND SAHABI WITH WHOM WE HAVE ALSO HAD 

CONTACTS. LMI IS, OF COURSE, MOST PRO-KHOMEINI GROUP IN 

OPPOSITIONIST GALAXY. 

2. TAVASSOLI WAS SOMEWHAT DISCONCERTED TO HAVE DEMONSTRATED 

TO HIM THAT EMBASSY KNEW WHO HE REALLY WAS. THIS CONTACT IS 

PARTICULAR.LY SENSITIVE FOR SEVERAL REASONS. WE WOULD BE 

INTERESTED IN KNOWING WHETHER SOURCE GAVE US THIS NAME ON HIS 

l 

L jpc~ e l__cla_])_ _ 

·I,: GBLambrakis e;/~ 

SECRET 37 



CONFIDENTIAL 
Classification 

Pag•__J~of /IV~ 
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lOWN INITIATIVE. EMBASSY REALIZES WHOLE QUESTION OF u.s~l 
CONTACTS WITH OPPOSITION HAS REGREITABLY ENTERED PUBLIC 

AREA AT HOME, BUT HOPES DEPARTIIENT CAN PROTECT SENSITIVE 

SOURCES SUCH AS THIS ONE AND OTHERS. NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 

SUCH AS NOV 28 WASHPOST OBERDORFER PIECE, WHICH WAS JUST 

PLAIN WRONG FOR STARTERS, CAST UNHELPFUL GLARE OF PUBLICITY 

WHICH IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES COULD CAUSE LMI AND OTHERS 

TO PULL BACK DURING PERIOD WHEN IT COULD BE VERY IMPORTANT 

TO KEEP SUCH DISCREET CHANNELS OPEN. 
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0 141416Z LEC 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASRDC IMMEDIATE 2213 
BT 
C 0 N F I D E N T I A L TEHRAN 12249 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 12065: RDS-4 12-14-98 (STE~PEL, J.D.) OR-P 
TAGS: PINS, , INT. IR 
SUBJECT: LIBERATIO~ MOVEMFNT OF IRAN (.LMI\ VIEWS OF 
RECENT f.VENTS 

CH :~GE 
APPR;I 
rnFTD 
CI.EAR 

DISTR: 

SUMMARY: LIBERATION MOVEMENT OF IRAN (LMI) SOURCE OFFE~ED 
LMI VIEW OF TASSUA/ASRURA DEMONSTRATIONS AND CALLED FORCE
FULLY ON U.S. TO DUMP SHAH. EMBOFF RESTATED SUPPORT FOR 
COALITION GOVERNMENT UNDER SHAH. END SUMMARY. 

1. LMI SOURCE TELEPHONED EMBOFF STEMPEL AT HOME EVENING 
DEC 13, PREPARED TO DISGORGE FULL LMI LINE ON RECEN~ NON
VIOLENT TEHRAN DEMONSTRATIONS DEC li-11 (TASSUA AND ASHURA). 
SOURCE SAID LMI CROWD COUNT WAS BETWEEN 1 AND 1.5 MILLION 
DEC 1~ AND 1.7-2.0 MILLION DEC 11. ~MBOFF SUGGESTED TRESE 
WF.RE HIGHER THAN ESTIMATES BY PaESSMEN AND OTHERS WHO 
ATTENDED RALLIES, BUT SOURCE STUCK TO HIS FIGURES. 

L LMI BELIEVED DEMONSTRATIONS WERE A "'WALKING REFEREN
DUM"' !GUNST SHAH. SPIRIT OF PEOPLE WAS TREMENDOUS AND 
UPiIFTING; FACT THAT PARADE WENT OFF PEACEFULLY SHOWED 
WH!T COULD HAPPEN IF SHAH "'GAVE UP POWER" OVER PART OF 
TEaRAN AND KEPT EIS TROOPS AND SECURITY PEOPLE OUT OF THE 
WAT. PARADE ALSO SHOWED NATIONAL FRONT COULD ORGANIZE 
GOVERN:-ll:NT. SOURCE DESCRIBED THOSE WHO MARCHED AS .. TIP OF 
ICEBERG•· AND SAID EVENT SHOWED OVERWHELMING SENHMENT FOR 
GETTING Rit CF SHAH. EMBCFF ASKED ABOUT PRO-SHAH EFFORTS 
OF PAST TWO DAYS. SOURCE REPLIED THESE WERE ~OVERNMENT 
PROVOCATIONS--IN ISFAHAN ~OI TROOPS HAD TURNED VIOLENT AND 
WERE .. ;>1ASS!CRI NJ .. PEOPLE. WHENEVER GOI GOT INVOLVEL, THER!; 
SEEMED TO BE TROUBLE. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION, SOURCE SAID 
LMI COULL NOT REALLY GIVE ACCURATE FIGURES ON CASUALTIES, 
SINCE SOLDIERS .. ~ERE HUNTING DOWN PEOPLE IN THEIR BO~E, 
EVEN BY HELICOPTER !I NECESSARY... HE THOUGHT {!LLED 
NU~BEREL BET'<EEN 50 ANt 2000, HOWEVER. (NOT!:; THIS 
SDBS~A~TIALLY FXCEEDS FIGURES REPORTED BY U.S. CONSUL 
~~b~~~1N~~r,··~m~~$.r REPRESENT LMI/NATIONAL FRONT (INF) 

3. SOURCE THEN STATED EVENTS OF PAST FEW DAYS SHOWED U.S. 
SHOULD FORCE SRAH TO LEAVE. EMHOFF GAVE STANDARD 
DISCLAIMER ~'HAT U.S. HAS THAT PO•iER OR lj'ANTS TO INTIRVENE 
IN IRAN. SOURCE REPLIED .. U.S. IS AL>AYS A;Air;ST ?V.OPJF. 
FROM VIETNP.M TO IRAN... EM30FF ?HEN U~LOA~.ED so·im~·.' 
SfiARPLY ON SOURCE, CHALLENG!N~ HIS PROP.<.;;i.NJIS'! IC 'liE OF 
EVENTS. FMBOFF 7HEN REITEnATED U.S. POSITION T~A~ COALI
TION 30VERN~ENT REPRESENTED B3TTER 'HY TO ACH!:E'IE L:4I 11)J• 
GOALS THAN CONTINUED CONFRONTATION. WHY tIDN"T INF U~~ 
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ITS NF,W-:FOUNt CONFHENCY, TC CRUTE '.;OVE'1N~.ENT? soOCY 
PEPIIED WITH FAMILIAR LITA~! ON DISTRUST OF SP'"· ~ITF•LE~ 
:<EATHERS WERE SMOOTHEr OVER, AND SOl1'lCE OHEREt TO PROV EE 
SOME AllD!nONA~ DOCUM>:NTAT!ON ON AS';URI, RA!.L!ES ',iF!!I'I 
NZYI FEli DAYS. EMBOFF ACCEPTED :;1A~LY. 

4. COMMENT: nAVOR OF A~OVE rs sr~ILAR TO CO~'~E~TS FRO,~ 
VAST MAJOR! TY OF OUR OTHER !NF-SUPPORTING CONTACTS. 
TROUGH TAVASSOL! !!AS AL~AYS BEEN A RARJ;-L!NER, PER~APS 
BECAUSE RE IS .. OFF IC !AL" LM l CONTACT W !TR EM BAS SY, Kl S 
VIEW THAT PEACEFUL NAT£JRE OF t.EMCNSTRAT!ONS MFRELY UNtER
L!NED NATIONAL FRONT srREN~TH AND WAS REASON IO PR~SS 
CHALLENGE TO GO! AUTHORITY IS ALSO PROMINENT AMONG. 
CGMMITTEr INF ~EME~RS. IF THO'JG;t'!'S OF MORE cc~CILIATCPY 
STRATEGY AR! B~I~G DISCUSSED, TqEf ARI ~OT YET REFLICTlr 
IN INF SUPPORT:i:lS' PUBLI~ TAL\. SULL!VH 

BT 
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0 £214497 JAN 79 
·FM AMlMBASSY TinRA~ 

C 0 N F I t E 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 2618 
BT 
c c N F I D E N T I A L SECTION ?1 TEHRAN r0e6E 

E.O. 12055: XRDS 1-2-99 (STEMPEL, J.D.) ·cH-P 
TAGS: PINS, P~8V, PORS, IR 

c:,~;A?.: 

'!:I ST?: 

SUBJECT: CC~TAM ON KHOMEINI, LIBERATIOK MCVEMZNT 'lMI) 
AND NATIONAL FRONT (INF) 

SUl".t'ARY; PROF RICFW>:C COTTAM REVIE't/E:C HIS DE~ 25 MF.ETrnG 
WITH AYATOLLAH KEO~El~I FOR EMB,SSY A~D OFFERED EIS 
IMPRESSIONS OF OPPOSITI8N AFTER SHOrtT VISIT TO IRAN. HE 
BElIEVES LIBERATICN MOVEMENT (I.Ml) ANJ: OTHERS ULL 
RELUCTANTLY AC~JIESCE IN BAKETI~R GOVERNMENT BU? HOPE 
FOP EVE1'TUAI. SH:IFT TO LMI-BACUD '"ADVISORY" COUNCIL PLUS 
SHAH'S PER~ANENT DEPARTUYE. COTTA~ DISCRIBEt KHC~EI~I 
ORGA~IZATION A~D SAID HE BELIEVES GROUP HAS GOOD CO~TROL 
CF STREET MCES. ALI OPPOSITIONISTS AGRE! THAT CONTINUEt 
DISORDER WILL OPEN WAY FOR COMMUNIST ORJANIZATIONS TO PLAY 
GREATER ROLE. ENI: SUMMARY. 

1. PROF COTTAM MET WITH EMBOFF STE~PEL JAN 1 FOR T~O-HOU& 
REVIEW OF PRESENT POLITICAL SHUATION, INCLUJ:I'JG RE?ORT 
ON HIS MEETI~G WITH AYATOLLAH ~HOMEI~I DEC 28. COTTAM 
SPENT DAY ~'ITH 1<30MEINI ENTOUR/.'.;Z AND BELIEVES E:BRAHIM 
YAZDI TO BE LEAJ:ING TACTICIAN IN KHOMEINI CAMP. COTTAM 
FOUND KHOMEI~l TO BE VERY MUCH A GENERALIST ~HO DISLIKES 
TO GET IN?O DETAIL. {qQMEINI IS THE BOUNDARY-SETTING, 

!CHARISMATIC LEADER OF THE ISLAMIC MOVEME~T WITH YAZLI 
AS HIS CHIEF OF STAF:f. COTTAM DESCRIBED SADEQ JOB ZADEH 'S 

'MAIN CONTACTS AS WITH THE MUSA SADR GRCUP IN LEBhNON 
· (COT'J:AM BAD NOTHING TO OFFER ON THAT PUZZLE) A~D WITH 
BOUMEDIENNE IN ALGEP.IA. GO:EZEDEH'S RELATIONSHIP '.VITH 
QADDA!'r BLOWS HOT AND COLI:, .. SINCE BOTH ARE A LITTLE 

: SCREV.:Y •.. 

·2. KHOMEINI DII STATE THAT HE WAS NOT INTERESTED IN 
MULLAHS .TAK 11\G OVER GOVERN'1ENT AND LEFT IMPRESS IO:-< THAT 

0

PRESENT SUCCESS OF MOVEMENT WAS GOI-CRLAINEL ANL INLVIT
ABLE. COTTAM WAS STRUCK BY HOW LIT7LE KE0'1EINI'S ~GO 

'APPEARED TO EE INVOLVED IN MOVEMENT AND BY ABSENCE 
OF I·EFERENCE PA'J:TER% A"1CNG THCSE AR OU NI: KEOMEI'H. 
COTTA'1 NOTES THIS IS EXTREMELY UNUSUAL, AND PROBA3LY 
REFLECTS EGILITARIAN DO~INANCE OF ISLA~IC SOCIALIST 
IDEOLOGY EXPOUNDED BY AI! SHARIATI, WHICH IS rc~INANT 
IN'fiLLECTUH CURRENT IN '(!!OMEINI MOVEl':ENT. ENTOURA;F. 
ARCUND KHOMEINI WAS DESCRIBEt AS HALF GRADUATE STUfENTS 
WHO HAVE DROPPID OUT TO WOR~ FOR MOVEME~T AND HlLF YOUNG 
f.ULLA3S LEARNING AT THE FEET OF THE MASTER. 

3. COTTAM OFFERED OBSERVATION T5AT BECAUSE OF ACCEPTANCE 
'OF SHARIATI'S ISLAMIC SOCIALISr IN 'HOMEINI MOV!MENt, 
.CONSERVATIVE MULLAHS IN IRAN (READ: S£Ar:lh'!'MAN.!::I GROUP) 
:ms'TRUST Hit-:; CO'ITAK HEARD ONE Al'ATOLLA'l "EFE'l I'O ::'~Ot'El'iI 
AS "p~ACTICALLY A SUNNI." OVER~B1L~I~G ~AJCRITY Gf CCTTA~'S 
IDUCATED CONTACTS IN IRAN REGARD KROMEI~I AS R!~CrIO~ARY, 
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0 021449Z JAN 79 
FM AKFMP.ASS Y T"8HH.\ N 
TO SECSTATI WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIITE 2610 
BT C 0 N F I DE NT I ,AL SECTION 02 TEF.RA~ Z00Ef 

BE l!NKE1, IF AT AL~, 'A'ITH ilEST OF NATIC~H F'\CNT (INF). 

?. COTTAM s>.rD :<HOMEINI PEOPLE ARE VERY PROUc OF TaEE 
ORGANIZATIONAL ABILITY TO GET T?.~ FEOPLE OUT I~ T~' 
STREITS. THIJ HAVE A SMALL PROBLEM WITH TBE INF. JUT 
RESCIVE1 IT CN 1EC 10-11 BY GIVl~G TBE I~F IT~ C~N 
"SECTION" WITH ITS OWN sio;ANS. COTTAM TROUGET L~l co=1n 
FINt. ENOUGS Goor r.EN TO (lOVERN Af'!) DIS&;}!<Ll'D 'llITR VIE\' 
THAT ONLY TWO OR THR;:E CF ?RESE~T VISIBLE UAIIR5R!P l'i 
LMI SEEMED TO EA.VE EXPERH:NCE rnD SLNSE ~%ESSARY ~o 20. 
MOIERN MINISTRIES, COTTA~ AGREFt THIS ~AS KEY QUESTIO~. 
Ho~EVER, AND SAID THERE ~E~AINS SUBSTANTIAL ROO~ F01 ro~ET. 

8. ALL OPPOSITICN!Sl'S CCTTAM HAI SEEN AGREEr THAT ?!JP HR 
TROUBLE WODLD LEAD TO POLARIZATION BITWEEN ISLA~IC ~OV!
MENT ANI TUrEH. TUrEH 1;ou1r BE THE MAJOR 3AINER IN SUCH 
A POLARIZATION, SINCE ITS ORGANIZATIO~ RAS ~CT HT R-,:&l.LY 
.. GONE PUBLIC" ~ND MANY OF ITS FORME'1 LEADERS ARF C'ILY JUST 
RECENTLY OUT Cl' JAIL. COT'::AM NO'!':U THIS P:JT SCME nESSURE 
ON LMI TO WOR~ OUT A S!TTLE~tNT, BUT NOT E~OUGE TO CV'i\-
CO~E ANY tROMEINI HARD-LINE. SULLIVAN 
BT 
Ne066 
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DE RUQMRR #9608 241 ** 
ZNY CCCCC ZZH 
0 291214Z AUG 79 
Fl1 AMEM:BASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3523 
BT 
C 0 N r I D E N T I A L TEHRAN 09608 

E.O. 12065: GDS 8/29/85 (SWIJT, E. ANN) OR-P 
TAGS: SHUM, IR 
SUBJECT: REPORTED CONVICTION or Il!ANIAN SOCIALISTS 
BY REVOLUTIONARY COURT 

REF: STA'l'E 4297 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT), 

2. EMBASSY HAS NO RECORD OF ANY or PERSONS MENTIONED 
REFTEL HAVING BEEN EXECUTED BY PGOI. 

3. PGOI HAS BEEN KOLDING TRIALS or SOME MEMBERS OF 
SOCIALIST WORIERS PARTY WHO ARE CHARGED WITH COUNTER
REVOLUTION AND ARMED REBELLION IN IHUZESTAN. 

jATE~~ mm I M~~:~Riog~D p~mT~1g~A .. gmm_ AND 

CLASS CONJIDFNT!AL 
CH\!GE STATE ~/29/79 
APPRV CHARGE:VLTOMSETH 
DRFTD POL:EASWIFT:GO 
CLEAR NONE 
DISTR POL2 CHG IC! 

CHRON RF 

REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES AND ARMED REBELLION AGAINST 
THE PGOI AUGUST 26"AND SENTENCED TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT. 

5. EMBASSY HAS NO RECORD OF EXECU'l'ION OF HAMID SH!HRADI. 
CAN DEPARTMENT SUPPLY MORE DETAILS? 

s; SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY IS A 'l'ROTS[T!TE MAR~IST 
PARTY WHOSE LEADER, BABAK ZAHRAIE, AND MANY OF ITS 
MEMBERS ARE U.S. EDUCATED. 

7. WE ARE STILL CHECKING FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
AND WILL INFORM DEPARTMENT OF FINDINGS ASAP. TOHSETH 
BT 
#9608 

NNNN 
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"FMR~~~R~:0 G M:i~~i~~'wf'~gfj4 U.S. COURT HOUSE 1310 - 5TH AVE 
~~~AMERICAN AMBASSADOR, AMERICAN EMBASSr, TEHRAN IRAN 
"UN CLAS 
oMY CONSTITUENT MRS ·FALLABI II 
~PRESENfLY !~PRISONED · FE OF GROLAM ABBAS FALLAHI 
~~F0 WASHINGTON STATE. !~P:~~~ITEM~VE~~L~~~~I~~~M~~~~~T~~~iDENT 
< U CAN PROVIDE IN URGIN~ HIS RELEASE 
~BT WARREN G ~~~NUSON, USS • 

~ #0106 
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NNNNVV ISB021BRA638 
00 RlJQMHR 
DE RUIBC #0176 2432216 
ZNI CCCCC ZZB 
0 312247Z llJG 79 
fM SECSTATI YASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSI TEHRAN"IMMEDIATE 4374 
BT 
C 0 N 1 I D I N T I A L STATE 230176 

~ 
~ E.O. 12065: GDS 8/31/85 (CLEMENT, CJ 

~TAGS: SHUM, IR 

~SUBJECT: REPORTED CONVICTION or IRANIAN SOCIALISTS BI 
~ RJ:YOLUt'IONARI couars 

rJOJ:rn::l 

! RU: (A) STATJ 226426, (B) TERRAN 9608, (B) UHRAN 9655 
:t 

i 1. (C - INTIRI TEXT) 

~2. MRS. ANN FALLAHI, AMCIT VIFE or GBALAM "RORMOZ" 
•fALLABI, BAS INFORMED US THAT LETTERS HIS FAMILY HERE HAS 

RECEIVED FROM FRIENDS IN IRAN INDICATE A FEAR THAT 
JALLARI WILL BE EXECUTED. f ALLAHI IS PART or THE TWELVE 
MEN AND TYO YOMEN or THE SOCIALIST YORKERS PARTY GROUP 
BEING TRIED IN AHVAZ, J!LLAHI IS A PERM!NENT RESIDENT 
ALIEN YBO RETURNED TO IRAN ABOUT SIX MONTHS AGO TO "TAKE 
PART IN THE REVOLUTION.• BE VAS ARRESTID IN ARVAZ ABOUT 
TWO MONTHS !GO. 1!E REPORTEDLY HAS BEEN Cl!ARGED WITH 
SELLING NEWSPAPERS TO OIL FIELD WORKERS AND IN FOMENTING 
STRIKE ACTIYlrt THERE. J'ALLAHI IS TWENT!•TBREE YEARS OLD. 
!!IS PARENTS, TYO BROTllERS AND ONE SISTER HAVE LIVED IN 
THE US FOR THE PAST TH~EE YEARS. 

~. EVEN AT THE RISK THAT JALLAHI AND OTHERS (SEE REFTELS) 
HAVE ALREADY BEEN EXECUTED AND THAT REPRESENTATIONS CON-

CERNING THEM WOULD THEREFORE BE INEFFECTUAL, YE YOULD 
APPRECIATE YOUR CONTACTING THE PGOI ON THE POLITICAL 
LEVEL (POSSIBLY MINATCBl) ON THIS MATTER. YOU SHOULD 
MAKE CLEAR THAT WE RECOGNIZE THAT PEOPLE LIXE FALLAHI 
ARE IRANIAN CITIZENS SUBJECT TO IRANIAN LAYS: WE ARE NOT 
ARGUING THEIR GUILT OR INNOCENCE: AND WE A~E NOT 
TRYING ro INTERFERE IN INTERNAL IRANIAN AFFAIRS. NEVER
THELESS, YE HAVE A LEGITIMATE INTEREST IN SUCH CASES BOTR 
ON GROUNDS OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND DUE PROCESS AND ON THE 

so 
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CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 09819 

DE RUQMHR #9819 248 ** 
ZNY CCCCC ZZH 
O 051232Z SEP 79 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3643 
BT 
C 0 N F I D E N T I A L TEHRAN 09819 

E.O. 12065: GDS 9/5/85 (SWIFT, E. ANN) OR-P 
TAGS: SHUM, IR 
SUBJECT: IRANIAN SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 

REFS: (A) TEHRAN 3611, (B) STATE 23076 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

CLASS 
CHRGE 
APPRV 
~RFTD 

CL"AR 
DISTR 

2. NEWSWEEK CORRESPONDENT TOLD POLITICAL OFFICER 
SEPTEMBER 5 THAT REMAINING SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 
MEMBERS MAY BE BROUGHT TO TRIAL IN AHWAZ AS EARLY AS 
SEPTEMBER 6. CORRESPONDENT SAID THAT HEAD OF SOCIALIST 
WORK~RS PARTY IN TEHRAN, BABA' ZAHRAIE, HAS BEEN TRYING 
TO STIR UP INTERSST IN THE CASE. 

' EMBASSY HAS BEEN ATTEMPTING TO CONTACT ZAHRAIE BUT 
RE SEEMS VERY SUSPICIOUS OF OUR INTEREST AND RELUCTANT 
TO TALK WITH US. wE SPECULATE HE MAY FEEL THAT CONTACT 
WITH THE AMERICAN EMBASSY AT THIS POINT WILL NOT BE 
HELPFUL TO THE TRIAL IF IT BECOMES KNOWN. WE WILL 
KEEP TRYING. 

4. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM SENATOR 
WARREN G. MAGNUSON, FROM HIS HOME DISTRICT OFFICE (U.S. 
COURT HOUSE 1010 - 5TH AVENUE, ROO~ 900, SEATTLF., 
wASHINGTON, 98104). QUOTE: MY CONSTITUENT MRS. FALLAHI 
WIFE OF GHOLAM ABBAS FALLARI PRESEN?LY IMPRISONED I~ 
AHi/AZ. MR. FALLAHI PERMANENT RES I DENT OF WASH I NGTO~ 
3TATE. APPRECIATE EVERY POSSI:BLR ASSISTANCE YOU CB 
PROVIDE IN URGIN~ HIS RELEASE. UNQUOTE 

5. wOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT CONTACTING SENATOR 
~AGNUSON AND BRIEFING THE SENATOR ON THE CASE. EMBASSY 
FEELS STRONGLY THAT DIRECT_E!iB_a5s_y INTERVENTION IN THE 
CASE BEYOND WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY DONE \iITH MINISTER 
~1INACHI MI~HT \iELL BE EXTREMELY HARMFUL TO FALLAHI 'S 
CASE. EMBASSY CCUJ,D NOT IN ANY CASE TRY TO DO ~ORE THAN 
ATTEMPT TO ASSURE FALLAHI RECEIVED FAIR TRIAL UNDER 
REVOLUTIONARY IRANIAN LAW. TOHSETH 
BT 
#9819 
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C 0 N F I D E N T I A L TEHRAN 9905 

DE RUQMHR #9905 252 ** 
~Ni9i~g~~ ~i~ 79 
FM AMEMB!SSI TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASRDC IMMEDIATE 3697 
BT 
C 0 N F I D E N T I A L TEHRAN 09905 

E.O. 12065: GDS 9/9/85 (SWIFT, ELIZABETR A.) OR-P 
TAGS: SHUM, IR 
SUBJECT: IRANIAN SOCl 1 tIST WORKER PARTY 

REF: TEHRAN 9819 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

CLASS 
CHRGE 
APPRV 
DRFTD 
CLEAR 
DISTR 

2. FARSI LANGUAGE PAPER BAMDAD SEPTEMBER 9 PUBLISHED 
FULL TEXT or LETTER BT BABAK ZARRAI,READ OF THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY TO AYATOLLAH GODUSI, IRANIAN PROSECUTOR 
GENERAL. LETTER APPEALS TO GODUSI TO INVESTIGATE THE 
CASE OF THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY MEMBERS IN AHWAZ 
AND EITHER RELEASE THEM OR BRING THEM TO PUBLIC TRIAL. 

3. LETTER SAYS THAT ON HAY 31, 1979 NINE MEMBERS OF THE 
PARTY WERE ARRESTED IN AHWAZ FOR 00 SABOTAGE". ON JUNE 23 
SEVEN OTHERS WHO RAD GONE TO AHWAZ FROM TEHRAN TO LOOK 
INTO THE CASE WERE ALSO ARRESTED. OF THE 14·ARRESTED TWO 
WERE SUBSEQUENTLY RELEASED. ON THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 26 
MAHSA HASHEHI AND FATEMEH FALAH!, TWO WOMEN IN THE GROUP 
WERE TRIED BEHIND CLOSED DOORS FOR LESS THAN AN HOUR AND 
SBNTENCED TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT. LETTER CONTINUES THAT 
WQRD WAS RECEIVED BY THE PARTY AT THE SAME TIME TH~T 
THE OTHER 12 WOULD BE TRIED SOON AND EXECUTED. ONLY THE 
URGENT PROTESTS OF IRANIAN AND FORE!GN GROUPS SAVED THEM. 

4. LETTER CHARGES THAT THE 12 HAVE BEEN IMPRISONED IN 
AHWAZ "WITHOUT PERMISSION TO HEET tHEIR FAMILIES, 
ATTORNEYS OR MEMBERS OF THE PARTY. PRISONERS WERE 
ARRESTED FOR BEING INVOLVED IN SABOTAGE (WRICH ZAHRA! 
DENIES) BUT ZARRAI INDICATES THAT FULL CHARGES ARE 
UNCLEAR. ZAHRA! ALSO CHARGES THAT SOME OF PRISONERS 
HAVE BEEN TORTURED DURING THIS PERIOD. 

5. BAMDAD ALSO CARRIES LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER SIGNED 
BY VARIOUS US CITIZENS CALLING FOR SOCIALIST WORKERS 
PARTY MEMBERS RELEASE. A STORY ON HYDE PARK DEMONSTRA
TIONS BT I~ANIANS ON THEIR BEHALF IS ALSO CARRIED. 

6. EMBASSY HAS TRIED TO CONTACT BABAK ZAHRA! BUT HE 
HAS PURPOSEFULLY AVOIDED OUR CALLS (AT ONE POINT INFORMING 
POLOFF WHO KNEW HIS VOICE THAT HE WAS NOT AT HO~E). WE 
WILL LEAVE ANY FURTHER CONTACT UP TO ZAHRA!. TOMSETH 
BT 
#9901fl 
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EE RUQ'IHR #0n4 26''es·> 
ZNY CCCCC ZZH 
~ 17082BZ SEP 7S 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATF. W!.SHDC IMMF.fHT~ -..s?o 
BT 
C 0 N F I D E N T I A L TlqRAN 1"133 

E.O. 12065: ;~s P/l7/3t (S'N!FT, ELIZAllETH A.) OR-P 
TAGS: SHU~, IR 
SUBJECT: IRANIA\l SOCIALIST liOR!ERS PARTY 

R1l": TEHRAN 9el S 

l. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

CLASS 
~tIRGl': 
•\ up?,r 
f.RFTD 
CI.F.AR 
nISTR 

2. ON SEPTEMBER 16, POLOll RECEIVED CALL fROH MINISTER. OF 
NATIONAL GUIDANGE MINACHI CONCERNING SCHOOLING or HIS 
SON IN US. DURING CALL MINACHI STATED THAT NATIONAL 
REVOLUTIONAR! COURT PROSECUTOR QODDUSI WAS LOO~ING 
INTO THE CASE or THE SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY(SLP) MEMBERS IN 
PRISON IN AHWAZ. HE SAID HE WAS TALKING WITH THE 
REVOLUTIONARY PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE AND WOULD BE MAKING 
ARRANGEMENTS SOON (SIC) FOR POLOFF TO VISIT AHWAZ, MEET 
THE PRISONERS AND SEE PRISON CONDITIONS. (EMBASSY FEELS 
IT UNLIKELY THIS WILL BE ARRANGED.) 

3. MINACHI RECOMMENDED THAT EMBASSY STUDY B!MDAD ARTICLE 
OF ·sEPTEMBER 15 WHICH PUBLISHES THE REPLY OF AHMAD JENNATI, 
READ OF THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTIONARY COURTS or KHUZESTAN. 
TO THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY CHARGES. 

4. JENNATI'S REPLY IS LENGTHY: HE STATES THAT THE TWO 
SLP WOMEN WHO WERE CONVICTED RAD REFUSED TO UNDERGO 
INTERJIOGATION, ACCEPT THE INDICT,~ENTS OR ATTEND COURT 
HEARINGS. THE TRIAL OF THE SIX MEN IN AN OPEN COURT FIRST 
BEGAN WITH A FOUR-HOUR SESSION WRICH \IAS FILMEt FOR TV. 
THE SECOND SESSION rs YET TO FOLf.011. THE OTHER MEMBERS 
HAVE NOT REACHED TRIAL YET. JENNATI STATES SLP PRISONERS 
WERE DETAINED ON CF.ARGES OF "coNSPIUCY AND COUNTER
REVOLUTIONARY PLOTS AFFECTING 'U&DEsTAN, TURKOMAN SAHRA 
ANJ: i<:HUZESTAN ANI ATTE~PTING TO MAKE THE REVOLUTION 
D:CVIATE FROM .ITS Tl<U·;; cOURSE AND TO EXPLOIT THE STRUGGtES 
OF THE IRANHt; MOSLEM PEOPLE TO THE ADVANTAGE OF THL; 
E~EMBS or ISLA:1 EVEN ~T THE COST OF THE COUNTRY'S 
DISINTEGRATION Oh FOREIGN DOMINATION." JEN~ATI THEN 
INCLUDES QUOTES ''ROM WRITINGS OF THE GROUP TO PROVE 
HIS POINTS. 

5. THE BAMDAt ART1C1E AI.SO Q.UOTES THE CHIP' OF PRISONS 
IN AHWAZ AS SlYl~G T1lT THE SLP MEMBERS WERE NOT TORTURED 
AND THAT INDiED 'l'HEY HAVE WRITTEN A LETTER OF APPRECIATION 
TC T)l'il PASDAitAii STATING THAT THEIR CONDITIONS ~RE NOT BAD. 
ACCO'al1ING ro Pi\ISON CHI.EI PRISONERS WERE QUARANTINED 
ONE D~Y WHEN TliFY MABE ~ LOT OF NOISE BUT THEY WERE 
lMMElll•ATELY RELeASEt. 54 

6. AS BAMJ;A1 ARTICLE IS VERY LENGTHY WOULD APPRECIATE 
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IRAN 

A Comment on Terrorism in a Revolutionary Si_!~ation 

(C/\'OF0RN) N0w recognized as a revolution, a prolonged period of insta
bility marked by repeated student/religious disturbances began with several 
days of demonstrations in the shrine city of Qom in January 1978. By autumn, 
harassment an; physical violence directed against members of the An1 ('rican 
conmunity in lran had escalated; they were prompted to leave or, later, 
evacuated. In January 1979, the Shah of Iran left his country. Although the 
two major Iranian terrorist groups had contributed to the popular national 
attitude that nothing positive could be accomplished until the Shah and his 
foreign supporters were removed, they were not implicated in the anti-US 
actio~s of late 1978. 

(U) They were, however, part of the revolution. The symbol and leader of 
the uprising, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, was himself the most dramatic link 
between the religious opposition and the terrorists. Si.,...-::.e 1963, he had 
vilified the Shah's regime from exile abroad. In 1972, he had declared that 
it was every good Muslim's duty to support the Iranian People's Strugglers. 
His incessant propaganda barrages transmitted via cassette tapes and by in
country ~piritual leaders, developed the 1978 national insurrectionist cli
mate. Si ce the Ayatollah's return and creation of a provisional government, 
the terrcrist organizations have assumed different, public roles. The IPS 
(Mujahidin) have become "guardians of the revolution," used as a paran;ilitary 
force by the revolutionary counci 1. The People's Sacrifice Guerri I las 
(Chariks or Fedayeen) openly express leftist opposition to the new govern
ment. 

(U) Because of these fundamental changes and becnuse of tl1 diminished 
state of the American community in Iran, the definition of these groups as 
actual or potential threats to US personnel or interests must be altered. 
Nonetheless, because the definition was appropriate for 5 months of the re
porting period. tl1ey are still included in this volume. 

'•'· 

SECRET 

People's Sacrifice Guerr"llas (PSG Ch · • - ar1ka-ye-Feda'i-ye-Khalq) 

~xecutive Summary 

Iran 
PSG 

(S/~mFORN) A secular, Marxist group which · 
th - previously advocated the over-
K r~w. o_r the Sh.:h, the PSG is now openly critical of Ayatollah Ruhollah 

hoMein1's Islamic monopoly of the Iranian revolution. 

( S(NOFORN) The PSG is wel 1 trained by Palest· · 
extensive arsen· 1 of pistols . fles h. . in1an groups and has an 
sources as well as ex 1 ! r1 ' fmac in.eguns and handgrcn!'ldes of diverse 
f d P os1ves manu actur1ng capability R 1 e ayeen have seized some weapo11s from Irnninn security so~rces~cent y, the 

1

~/NOFORN) Now ~elieved t~ be several thous d ~ 
oper: ted in small, independent cells . ·1 an stron?' the PSG formL·rly 
targets directly linked to the lrania~r~mar1 y perpetrat1n.g actions a?ain:. ~ 
cutoff technique of assassination. It wa:ve~nment and ho~1ng .the vehicular 
eral anti-US incidents most nocably th t'k oweverf, also implicated in sev-
T h . ' e a eover o the Ameri E b . 

e :an in February 1979. In late 1978-earl 1979 can m ass~ in 
against Iranian military and ol ice forces yd . ' the g:oup ~scalated act1~ns 
a wedge between them and the ppublic. an installations in order to drive 

( H•·vpr~~ 3 B1 cink) 
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SECRET 
Iran 

PSG 

(S/NOFORN) A secular, revolutionary Marxist1 group which advocated guer
rilla warfare to overthrow the Shah, the PSG identifies more with Latin American 
revolutionaries than with the Soviet Union or ch,ina. It generally concen
trated on Iranian targets, arguing that even th'ough attacks on Americans 
demonstrated the Shah's dependence on the United States, they brought too 
heavy a response from the security agencies. 

(C/NOFORN) In the wake of a DPcember 1977 anti-American incident, a 
purported PSG document indicated a new PSG preoccupation with the US presence 
in Iran. It railed against ~xploitation of the country and called for the 
expulsion of all foreigners. 

(U) Soon after Khomeini's return to Ir.'ln, the PSG sent him an open letter 
deploring his "t.;::ndency to monopolize the revolution," and complnining of 
acts of religious inlolcrance toward ''anything that is not Islamic.'' 

(U) Scv'C-ral thuus:rnd. ( ?) 

Principal lead~rs: 

(U) Information not 3vailnble. 

Background: 

(U) Formed in 1970-71 by activist, dissident members of the Connnunist, 
Moscow-oriented 1udeh Party youth organization, the PSG first attempted rural 
insurgency on the northern slopes of the Alborz Mountains between Tehran and 
the Caspian Sea. Later, it engaged in urban actions, being most active in 
~arly 1975, and co.•pcrated with the IPS. In 1975 and May and June 1976, the 
PSG suffered sev~r~ setbrtcks: its operational leader was killed; other mem
bers were killed, arrested or committed suicide; and some of its safchr .ises 
and supply C<'nters were uncovered by the authorities. Although more arrests 
were made in February 1977 and some inadvertent shootouts with police took 
place, the group maiJ1tained a low profile and was presumed to be devoting its 
energies to reorganizing and retraining. Always considered capable of con
ducting terrorist acts, the PSG ended 18 months of relative inactivity in 
Decc:bcr 1977 with an anti-American operation. In 1978 and early 1979, it 
rscalated its cnmpairn against Tr~ninn 1nilitary and -0Iicc forces. 

-"- Ci~r-_ I 

SECRET 
;, 

?'" 

(S) Conflicting reports concerning possible PSG-IPS coordinatior . ..., .. r. 
receive'1 over the ye:drs. Bccau.1e the groups simultaneously changed s,_ w n! 

their ta· ics and the location of their bases in 1977, resumed cooperation ..., 1 , 

assumed. Throughout, however, continuing distinctions were noted. While tl;.· 

PSG reportedly has more expert leaders, the IPS has stronger grass root., 
support. Each grOup retains its ~eparate leade-.:::-shi~ and membership. Retro
spective analyses suggest that links deteriorated, not str·~ngthened, sin(•· 
the deaths of both groups' operational le_aders. Contra.'-iting ~2h:vior in 197R, 
as the PSG reactivated while the IPS was courting (or bein,; courted hy) 
moderate oppositionists and abstaining from terrorism, se" ... med to re·1der rt'
ports of coordination spurious. 

( s) Some 25 percent of all PSG members arrested were women, a hi~hly 

significant characteristic in a conservative Muslim country. 

Tactics/Methods of operation: 

(S/NOFORN/WNINTEL) PSG targets were almost exclusively Iranian: IraniJ.:1 
National Security and Intrlligcn~e Organization (SAVAK) personnel, police, 
mi.I itary and goverrnv~nt officials. Its mode of taking advantage of th" 
hei.1htened anti-Shah climat~ in 1978 conform~d to this usual pattern of ac 
t~o~--the PSG assaulted police and military forces. 

(C/NOFORN) In January 1978, in a letter addressed to a US defense con
tractor, the PSG reconsidered its erstwhile position on the waste of resources 
involved in targeting Americans and stated a new interest in them as lucrativ<! 
targets. It claim~d responsibility for bombing the Iran-American Society in 
December 1977; but it did not claim credit for and was not implicated in any 
other anti-American incidents until the February 1979 takeover of the US 
Emh;issy in Tehran. 

(S) Bearing ~rms in th~ir everyday, nonoperatio al acttvities resulted 
in 11 nint~~ntional gunfights with the Shah's police and a con,_·omitant loss of 

me1abers. 

(U) The PSG puhli:~hcs ~~'.:I?._!_e:._~~---~~r.ibat to draw attention to the life and 
struggles of work~rs 3nd tl1~reby to ed11cate, agitate an 1 mobilize them and 
raise class consciousness. 

(S/NOFORN) Somd reports suggested that the PSG had predominantly inde
pendent cells of two to five mcmbc~rs which exch3ngcd little inform:1tion. 
Military c(•lls (or teams) ·3rried out subversive actions, such as assas
sinations; policical teams pr·op.1g.1ndiz~d nt universities. 
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Headquarters/Bases: 

Iran 
PSG 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) Known to rely on urban and suburban safe
houses, in 1977 the PSG allegedly decided to break up some units based in Tehran, 
Isfahan, Shiraz and Mashhad. PSG relocation to smaller cities in the north 
and south was suggested. 'nle suggestion may have been a ruse to mislead the 
authorities. It was also questioned because of the difficulties terrorists 
were likely to encounter if they attempted to become assimilated in local 
COimDuni ties. 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) In mid-February 1979, the feda'i occupied 
Tehran University. 

Training: 

(S/NOFORN) The PSG is very well trained. Instruction is received from 
the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) and other rejec
tionist groups, at some bases in Libya, and from the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Oman (PFLO) in Oman and the People's Democratic Republic of 
Ye~en (PDRY). SAVAK accusations of Cuban training were never confirmed. 

Weapons: 

(S/NOFORN) PSG works well with explosives, notably pier c acid. It is 
1·nown to have manufactured explosives in large quantities but to use little; 
Lhus, a large store may exist. Only 2 kilograms of trinitrotoluene (TNT) and 
some kind of timing mPchanism were believed to have comprised the bomb used at 
the Iran-American Society. 

(S/N< FORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) Early weapons were acquired by theft. 
Later, a significant portion of PSG arms were obtained from Europe. The best 
weapon in the PSG arsenal is the Polish M63 9-mrn machine pistol. Other arms 
include: .38-caliber pistols, Spanish-made Astra revolvers, "Adnmik" revol
vers, "Port Said" suhmachineguns, high-powered hunting rifles with six-power 
field scope, Tungsten armor-piercing ammunition, and Polish-desigr.ed, AK-47 
rifles with grenade launchers and fragmentation antitank grenades. The last 
:nay have originated from licensed production in Iraq. Some weapons may have 
;H~en obtained from the IPS. 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) In mid-1977, PSG was believed to have re
t!rmPd from abroad, overcoming losses to goverrunP.nt spcuri ty forces which had 
.1ffected operations. 

(S/t;QFO~N/~'11.HNTEL) By mid-February 1979, the PSG had sPi?.ed Uzi n.c1-.hinc
"''1s, .38-caliber revolvers, and cor.mrnnications equipment from Iranjan '·"cu-
:ity forces. 60 
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( S) Early funds were obtained b robbe · · 
salaries. In 1976 and early 1977 1 y rLes, stealrng from parent• 
members and in PSG safehouse , ~ge sums of US currency were found o~ :• 
Palestinians and Libya In l 9si6 L .: money allegedly was provided by 
yearly subsidy for the.PSG IPs' 1 L ya was accused of providing a $400,' 

• a so may have helped with·funding. 

International connections: 

abov!~/N~!~~=~ts T!i:~ngw~~~ p:\b:sa;ini:~;· ar:D~Y,· thand Palestinians were "'" 
the Rejection Front. 

(S/NOFORN/WNINTEL) Mehdi Khanaba-Tehrani 1 d 
Confederation of Iranian Students (CIS) ' ea er of the Europe-b.; 
has a large membership with h d ' ma>'. be the PSG head in Europe. C!. 

h . ea quarters in West Germ d k 
t ere, in the United States B 1 • C any an ey branc!~···~ 
Probably only a small conti' et g~um,. alnada, England, Italy and Swe.l.-:~. 

ngen is vi.o ence-oriented CIS b 
attacked Iranian diplomatic establishm . • mem :rs h:n-. 
leaders have ties to West Germ e~ts in ~nn, Geneva, and Paris. CI~ 
PFLO, and the Popular Movement a~o!e~~or~~~s, S~iss anarchists, the PFLP, t::-· 

e L eratLon of Angola (MPLA). 

Event analysis: 

(C) PSG operations were intended t d · 
military and the Iranian people and o rive a wedge between the police or 
member of the public as a threat. force security personnel to regard any 

S/NOFORN) Well planned, PSG actions b" · · 
vehicles against select target M t mo il1zed a variety of arms and 
with automobiles in layL· . s. o ?r7ycles were frequently used in tan<l<''~ 

. ng siege to military posts d 1. · · 
c~rry:ng out assassination ambushes. In th 1 an P? ice stations or in 
s1nat1ons' one car was used to block h e. atte~, vehicular cutoff assas
m~ved the hit man or men into ran e. ~ee road w~ile anot~er or ~otorcyclt' 
t1ons in publicly circulated leaffets. PSG claimed credit for its opera-

Significant activities: 

(C/NOFORN) An escalation in the b f 
Ind posts was the most dramatic n~m er o armed assaults on security m~n 
. . trend in PSG activity in 1978. WhL"le assas-nnat1ons are still per·Jetrated h 

~han those chosen in 1974-75. ' t e targets are seemingly less important 

iad March 1974 (S/NOFORN) Assassinated 
penetrated Tudeh years earlier. 
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December 1974 (C) Assassinated lrc.nian agent assigned to the Joint 
Government Committee on Terrorism (in joint operation with IPS). 

May 1975 ( S/NOFORN) Assassinated a former PSG member who had 
cooperated with the authorities. 

December 1977 (S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) Bombed Iran-America So-
ciety, an academic center sponsored by the US International Communir at ionE 
Agency ( ICA, formerly USIS). 

January 1978 (C/NQ,'ORN) Sent letter of intent to target America< 
interests in Iran to US defense contractor. 

March 1978 (S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT) Launched an armed attack, using 
handgrenades, Molotov cocktails; and automatic weapons, on a police station 
in Tabriz. 

September 1978 - (U) Wearing gendarmerie uniforms, abushed a n;.J.rtial 
law military patrol in Tabriz. During 1 hour of fighting, nine were killed 
and seven injured. 

(S/NOFORN) Launched a frontal assault on a police bar
racks in southwest Tehran. 

ran. 

October 1978 
bush in Mashhad. 

(C/NOFORN) Attacked another police barracks in Teh-

(U) Killed a police colonel and his driver in an am-

(C) Possibly responsible for an attack on the Iraqi 
Consulate in Khorramshahr in which one security guard was killed and one 
wounded. The building was set on fire in an action to protest Ayatollah 
h'bomeini's expulsion from Iraq. 

. (C) PossL. ly respo:-isible for attacking an Imperial 
Iranian gendarmerie station in southwest Isfahan; one killed and several 
injur:d in a prolonged gun battle. 

November 1978 (S) Believed responsible for attempted vehicular cut-
off assassination of Kerman deputy police chief; his driver was wounded. 

December 1978 (S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) Four motorcyclists 
opened fire with automatic weapons on a police installation in Tehran; one 
policeman was killed, one wounded. 
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January 1979 
in Tehran. 

(U) 

Ir. 

Claimed credit for attacking three military Pi).~) 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) Attacked an armed for·· 
es bus near Tehran University. 

Gendarm.erie 
wounded. 

(C/NOFORN) Attacked a police station in Tehran. 

(U) 
Headquarters 

Two motorcyclists attacked the Imperial Irani 
1

., 

in Tehran. Several troops were killed, othf' r , 

official in Tabriz. 
(C/NOFORN) Probably responsible for murder of a poli 

(U). Took over the US Embassy in Tehran and held a nu·,
ber of hostages there until forced to leave by provisional government 1,~y:i l -
i..sts. 

s ion Center. 
(U) Assaulted the National Iranian Radio and Televi-
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Iranian Peo le's Stru 
lers (!PS - Mu·ahidin-e-Khal ) 

Executive Su:-;-::--:1ry 

Iran 
!PS 

) The vanguard of the religiou.s opposi~ion 
( S/ N. OFORNl~<OCONTRACT/WNINTEL f h d 

d the antireligious aspects o is ~o ern~za-
to the Shah' the MUJ.ah'idin oppo. se f h regime 

States and Western support o is ~ • 
tion program and attacked United . movement, the !PS has sevetal 
Now in the r:1ainstream of the rev~lut1onary 
thousand members and is still growing. 

· A b countries and \.l'ith Pal·-·s-
(S/NOFORN/WNINTEL) Trained primarily in ra . functio: al supf· rt 

. 11 anized in compartmentalized, 
t~nians' the l~S is. we or~al includes pi crate explosives' a_rm._,r-piercing 
wings. Its c·xtens1ve arse . t" quipment and a variety of guns. 
ar:u::unition, sephisticated c~mmunica ions e ' 
Libya is an important supplier. 

, h IPS targeted Iranian security personn:l~ ~n-
( S/NOFOR~) Until 1977! \ed. US) ties and US military and civilian 

stitutions with Western (inc u ing t 'it has eschewed terrorism and 
1 ll in Iran. In recen years, . .d. , 

personne --a . . . 1 . t. i .. cs who achieved the MuJahi in s 
deferred to organized pol1t1ca oppos1 ion . 

goal. 
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Iranian People's Strugglers (IPS - Mujahidin-e-Khalq) 

Orientation/Goals~ 

Iran 
!PS 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) Fanatic religious conservatives, the 
Mujahidin opposed the Shah's regime because of the antireligious aspects of 
its modernization program,. especially those which diminished religious 
leaders 1 po.,.•er and were blamed on Wes tern influence. Intensely xenophobic, 
the IPS attacked the United States for supporting the Shah. Called Islamic
Marxis~s, the group's Marxism denotes political activism more than philosophy 
· .. :hile its religious component highlights opposition to societal inequities. 

(U) The IPS emblem comprises several symbols denoting the character of 
the group. They include a verse from the Koran which expresses Islamic 
doctrine; the morning star, indicating hope brought by the first light of dcy; 
the sickle and anvil, symbols of the hardworking farmers and laborers; the 
gun, representing armed struggle; the olive branch, illustrating a desire for 
peace; a map of Iran and a globe, showing the fight to overcome oppression ir1 
Iran and elsewhere in the world. 

Estimated strength: 

( S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WJ'INTEL) Having grown dramatically in recent 
months, the IPS way now claim several thousand members or adherents. 

~rinciple leader: 

(S) Muhammad Taqi Shahram. 

(S/NOFORN) A Marxist ideologue who reportedly assumed the leader, hip in 
the fall of 1976, Shahram was said to be emphasizing ties between the lPS and 
the People's Sacrifice Guerrillas (PSG). 

(S) Founded in 1961, the IPS underwent several reincarnations in the 
n:,xt decade. It adopted the Mujahidin name in late 1971. In 1972, Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeir.i, the senior Shi 'a religious figure, declared that it was the 
duty of all good Muslims to support the !PS and overthrow the Shah. This 
edict gave the IPS l~gitimacy and enabled it to garner more widespread Tass 
roots support. Ultraconservative bazaar merchants responded most favo. ably. 

<s: After a period of action against Iranian and Western targets~ there 
was a period of decline in che summer of 1973, resulting from security force 
counterefforts brought on by the first anti-American assassination. 

65 

113 

SECRET 



SECRET 

(S/NOFORN) In May 1975, a split appeared to develop between the :-.'<• 
doctriciire Marxists and the religious fanatics in the IPS. The Marxi 'it, 
cooperated and operated with the PSG. This period of action in 1975-76 led 
to government suppression and, in turn, IPS operational quiescence startin~ 
in August 1976. In the fall of 1976, the Mujahidin operational leader w.1' 

killed, other members were arrested, killed or committed suicide with cyanit!.· 
capsules. The group, however, waS not considered severely affected by the-;·~ 
losses. 

(S/NOFORN) In retrospect, 1976 did mark the end of a dramatic period of 
IPS terrorism. In 1977, the IPS and PSG simultaneously changed some of their 
tactics and the location of their bases--developments cited as evidence of 1 

revitalized alliance. Yet, each group retained its separate leaders and 
;!lembers. Contrasting indi:ations linked the IPS to the National Front, a 
then-outlawed coalition of Iranian dissident groups of a moderate political 
orientation. 'lbe IPS seemed to avoid violence deliberately while courting (or 
being courted by) the National Front to give the coalition a chance to further 
its standard democratic political goals. 

(S/NOFORN) No concrete evidence linked the !PS to the 1978 student/reli
gious unrest until October 1978. At that time, the Mujahidin staged an open 
parade at Aryamehr University in Tehran and were greeted as folk heroes. 
Throughout, Khomeini and other Muslim ayatollahs had contacts with the IPS and 
through them ties between the religious opposition and the terrorists were 
probably iustained. 

Tactics/Methods of operation: 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) The Mujahidin initially operated against 
targ-~ts directly linked to the Iranian Government, such as P?lice stations and 
gove·-nment buildings. Gradually, institutions with Western ties--cultural 
cent rs, businesses and embassies, for example-~-were tar'geted. The IPS honed 
the 1ehicular cutoff technique of assassination against SAVAK officials and 
US military and civilian personnel in Iran. In 1975, the Mujahidin infil
trated the US Embassy and Armish-XAAG motor poo 1 by using Iranian r:::i t iontt l 
employees. It collected information on various s"-gments of the official US 
community, especially those affiliated in some way with the Emh,1ssy. Tht! IPS 
believed attacks on US tar~ets had greater impact than Iranian onPs: th('!' 
attracted media attention, discredited the Shah and contributed tow:trd 
forcing the exodus of US technicians and~ thereby, slowed down the modprni
zation program. 

(S) The !PS has the capability to monitor SAVAK corrununications. 

(S/NOFORN) GovPrned by a committee, the IPS is Ji vi<l~d into -111-'i l i
,ry/political grout'> which are trained as ass.1ssination squads and sup11nrt 
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Iran 
IPS 

wings. Support wings have a myriad of functions: intelligence and surveil
lance (of prospective assassin targets), propaganda (to write and produce 
pamphlets and leave them in public places), logistics (to select, acquire and 
transport supplie ;--including weapons smuggling), overseas contact teams (to 
maintain ties with memb··rs and sympathizers in Europe and the United States), 
medical teams (including physicians), an internal discipline t~am and a fi
nancial team. All are highly compartmentalized and vir'."°',1ally 1dependnet in 
their activities. 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT) The Organization of Islamic Groups is believed to 
be an IPS subelement. 

Head_ ·~r_ters/Bases: 

( S/~illFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) Known to rely on urban safehouses, in 1977 
the IPS reporteclly decid,,d (along with PSG) to break up some units based in 
Tehran, Isfahan, ShLraz and Mashhad. JPS relocation to smaller cities in the 
no~th and south was sugge~ted. The suggestion may have been a ruse to mislead 
the authorities. It was also questioned because of the difficulties terror
ists were likely to encounter if they attempted to become assimilated in local 
communities. 

(S/NOFORN) An !PS cell may exist in Paris. 

Training: 

(S/NOFORN/~INTEL) Instruction is received in Lebanon, Libya, and Syria 
from the Palestine Liberation Organization, Al Fatah and the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) and other rejectionist groups. 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) The People's Democratic Republic of Yemen 
(PDRY) claimed to have trained the 1976 assassins of US civilians. 

(U) SAVAK. claims of Mujahidin training in Cu~a were never confirmed. 

(S/NOFORN) In its terrorist days, the !PS preferred weapons self-suf
ficiency and m3nufactured ammunition, including armor-piercing rounds for X63 
machine pistols and high quality picrate explosives for use in improved bomb 
technology. IPS was known to have manufactured explosives in large quantities 
but used little; thus, a large store may exist. 

(S/NOFORN) The IPS arsenal includes .38-caliber revolvers, other revol
vers, ~Pmiautomatic pistols, silencers, .AJ<-47 rifles, M63 9-mm Polish machine 
pistole-;. Rrnwning 9-nnn automatic pistols, Spanish Astra pistols and relevant 
ap;•"'· ·1 r1,.•1. F~q!!ipment includP:s radios and handiLdkies as well as electronic 
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d·~vices such as osc1lloscopes, transfc.rmers, conde.nst2ts, relays anci 

grated circuits. 

(C/NOFORN) Libya provided weapons and aiP.T"l:unition via Kuwait and B.1hr 1
: 

~s_: 

( S/NOFORN) After Ayatollah Khomeini's call to the faithful to sup:
the Mujahidin in 1972, bazaar merc'..ants .'.:rnd religiously inclined indivi< .. li. 
opposed co secularization channeled funds to Khom~inl via students and i,: 
grims to Iraqi holy sites. (Until October 1978, Khomeini w·as based in N.1j :: 
Iraq.) He siphoned off a portion and gave the rest to the !PS. 

(S/NOFORN) More direct contributions by the same kinds of Khorn,,i·:· 

adherents may have been given to the IPS. 

(S/NOFORN) Libya provided financial assistance to both Khomeini :ind r· 
IPS. The Libyan Embassy in Beirut allegedly forwarded $100,000 to the '.1"1' 

hidin every 3 months. 

(S/NOFORN) IPS occasionally robbed banks. 

(S/NOFOR~) Iraqi, Libyan, PDRY, Syrian and Palestinian traini'.lg and .:ii,~ 
were! noted above. 

(C) Almost all !PS assassinations were of the vehicular-cutoff varic:ty. 
TI1e victim~ had been carefully surveille<l and their schtd.iles an•J r,)11tc"':-; 

goin~ to work f11lly comp~eh~nJ.!d by the t~rrcrists. 0ne to four p~rr i· ir
wPre involv~d and, alm0Rt inv2ri~hly, escaped. 

Jone 197J (S) Assassin1t1"d a J~.s \r:- <Y lie·utc·;L?~tt colon,~l, 
m.,,,:.J,~r of th·~ 1_·.-; )1i..:3·;~,m and )!ilit:iry A-;'.~i ;L,in.,.:» .\<lv~..:.~t'j Group, who W3 

Sl'.1-ving, :1:..; d tin,i'.ll ·11 3dviser t,) th•' irani:1;1 ~inistry of War. Two gun1·:,~i1 
cirri1•d 011t th" o~·i~Llt ion which w.1·:; h·~l ievt".J to h,:tve b.:en in retaliation for· 

th•" .-.,;-.,•c11ti1n1 0f convictt:d giv·~·r:11:!s. 

f; .. ,-,, l/'i (C) Ass:'s,;ir~1t~~d Ir.::rniJ.:1 a.g~~nt assigned to the Joint 

r-;,)·1·•r''" "!':: r:n .i tt· on Tt>rrori._sm (in joint operation with PSG). 

llli 
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~arch 1975 (C) 
thP Joint GovPrn•::i•nt . AssassinatPd Brig General Reza . . Com~1ttee on Terroris (. . . , Zand1pur, Chief of 

m in J01nt operation with PSG). 

'1ay 1975 (IT) a~snqlt to<>'· pl _, Ass~ssinatPd two US A' t< '1( n ti l r Force offic£>rs. 
by ,1n Inmian ' ..... : . - i f'.arly morning as the two A The 
off·. ..111 Liry cnanffeur fr f . mericans were being driven 
t "i~:s_at the rr·ir:i.1r.: An;i.,d Forces r> ~m tH~tr homes in north rn Tehran to 

hL .• d1tarv Ac;c::lc;til)(J' ~J • h_a{,qu:>rters ("Ompound whnre 
v·

1
n · · riu\'t sorv Cronp \ • . ·· · · :1ey worked .in 

c~r r_,''~71·~d thP officers' Vf'hicl~ from b;·11i·-~~ i r~~J.an car blocked the route as a 
~· nn \'an and or-d~rPd the - . - . . ir0e assassins le,1ped f h ~h .'l'ral ro nd , unanJt:-d Iranian dri rorn t e 

car. u at close r;ing~, they kill(:U the f;~r to duck. Tht·., fi::-ing 
o icers and fled in a t· ird 

(C) 

(C) 

Bumhcd Tran-A.1"ri ca S,')ci0ty in Mashhad. 

Ik:;i:;hcd Briti~~h ConsuJate in M'a.:.1-Jhad. 

(a t l (C) Assassinated an Iran1',on 
c.ua target was a HS consular off1'c1'al). '" cmpJoyce of the _ US Embassy 

August l 976 _ (U) . 
d0fense contract . .Assass1nated threP VS civilian 
M: or in a vehicular c t ff h 
, ay 1975, only this time four u o omicide operation 

terrorists were involved. 

Hay 

employr~ps of a US 
Similar to that of 

with Israeli 
re) Surveilled 

lrgation in Iran. 
Jl!wish Emi gr;ir-1 on Center, associ.ited 

b') 

(ReverU 7 Bl .1nk) 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
THE FILES 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Michael J. 
Metrinko "')~ 

The Cherik-E-Fedayan 

DATE: 18 August 1979 

I had dinner last night with a retired General who 
retains close contacts with active military and police 
personnel. He claimed that the "Cherik-E-Fedayan" were 
slowly leaving Tehran and beginning to concentrate their 
weapons and other resources in the Siakhal area of the 
Caspian. The Cherik-E-Fedayan, according to the General, 
believe that for the time being they cannot accomplish 
much publicly, and are going underground once again. 
"Truck loads" of weaponry and other armaments were being 
sent to a hidden depot near Siakhal for this reason. 

cc: Charge 
POL 
OR 
DATT 
SY 
ARMISH/MAAG 

Drafted:MJMetrinko:jk 

~~~-
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DRAFTER: GBi,amb 

ACTION: SEcsTATE WASHDC PRIORITY t/ '1 I .~> 

E.O. 12065: RDS-4 3/20/1989 (LAMBRAKIS, G.B.) OR-P 

TAGS: PINS, IR 

SUBJECT: Mujahiddin Structure and Allegiances 

1. C - entire text. 

During conversation March 19, Ambassador asked Prime c: l'(N;/ 2. 
Minister Bazargan for his assessment .of Mujahiddin 

structure and loyalties. Bazargan launched into a 

complicated explanation in French, which was difficult 

for Ambassador and Pol Counselor to follow, but appeared 

to say that there had been a split in the Mujahiddin 

movement t~ree or four years ago, with some of them 

following strict Marxist line. 

3. There was a further split of the main Islamic party 

later on, which can best be described as hardliners and 

softliners. These people are distinct from the Fedayeen 

but generally represent extremist views and have not 

always sypported Bazargan~9l ... movement. At the 

moment, both the Mujahiddin and the Fedayeen say they 

a~e supporting the movement but Bazargan indicated he 

did not put much faith in that. 

4. Bazargan noted in passing that the original Fedayeen, 

who had been involved in the Siakhalh uprising, were 

practically wiped out. Others took up their name and 

tradition later just as the Mujahiddin picked up 
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glorious names from I ran's past. 

5. Comment: Unlike Yazdi, Taleghani it and some others 
would appear Bazargan does not consider the Mujahiddin 

as an integral part of h. is movement. Nevertheless, 

involved in protection of the Mujahiddin forces are 

Embassy, among other tasks and B ' azargan' 5 reaction 

in our minds as to the reinforces a questjon exact role 

and allegiances of 

b~idge between the 

Deputy Prime Minister Yazd· i. As a 

government and the c . . omm1ttees Yazdi 

is clearly very powerful in his own right • bl and appears 
a e to influencee it:" '\%"''* give orders to the 

Mujahiddin movement. 

SULLIVAN 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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;· ~ "'; t-JE l'tiANIIJG OF F'RF.~D._\:.~ l \ 1 -l ;\,:. 
"''•\LL PIC•:'JI' VA NS ~· !i H '':t"-' ;.-, '0, '. ,· ~~ ?COR AP'-A S 01=' SOl.'T H 

" rr:E HeAl<T :JI'" 1f''S%LL11il CCtlNI!iY, Dfl.'Ji/[ r~sr r:c ;"IL
, ."OSSJill.Y S!-'E": ll" T:'2; SITUAT~ON. INSI'.if, Pl'!OfiCF'.' :'f 

"::c :1fTt:L Fl'.NCF: Alll!J;. Ft•R':"HER HIG!-( l.'ALL '.lF SANO.".AGS, ,., .. 
':.1.-At;:·rr. ;,u::n:!LLAS lii~IT.:::: PATI!:NTLY F'OR AN ATTACK. 

" c v~ !'• A STATE OF SIEGE," SAID ON£ OFJl"ICIAL :~~-Lo
• •' 'T :•."• t.v. "i.:1: ;.'!LL F!PhT II" NECEZSARY. THE PARTY OF ·~O'.' 
i '•;:-I. ~" l't.TCll US OFF' GUARD~ l:ltrr Ir/£ AP.E DETERIUN,EJ• TO 
r.- '··· T 'I !:: NOi .JUST A ?ATIU.: OVER .A BUD.DINS But A ST'?r;~
-· ;c;• ': L r.,::rnor.1, AllD wE AR[ 1'REPARED ro DIE FOR THIS." 

; ·~ ,; ! :::.~.UHS TO ar SECH. aur Ir COll.D \1£1.l BE THAT TllE!i 
.,, . ;· ~-:;'El<:·jr;; lilLL OtTER THE H£Aa.UHIS P'ROfll ATTJ\C!>'.IM. 

: <'':: ... i'l!,'.:J SIGNS THAT THE GOVE1Ull'l£#t nsn.F IS GC:Trzr.:- ~ 
I_ ffT!.:: 'i ll!EI) OF' THi THUG8£JtY or THE MU&Lil'I EXTREMISTS. 

THE!!! 'TAKEOVER OF L£'1SI' £1'11'1..ACEl'fillTS AUG. 13 l"!~"T \'":LL 
:·'.AV::" SER\!£;) A Pt.RPOSE ro11 THE GOVEP.Nf'l[NT, OR AT LJ'.:AST ~ •,::. 
l'"FP.crt. f All!'I-COMi'f!.111IST TlfEOCRA!:> AT TK£ TOP. or !RM •.. PO'.::.F 
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EXPLANATION TO DOCUMENT NO 

THE REVOWTIONARY ZEAL THAT AROSE AMOUG THE NOBLE IRANIAN PEOPLE 

AFTER THE OCCUPATION OF THE NEST OF ESPIONAGE AND THE REVELATION OF THE 

MOVEMENTS OF THE GREAT SATAN, WHILE THE PAWNS THAT FAWNED UPON THE 

AMERICANS CAUSED THAT EVERYWHERE PEOPLE FILLED WITH DEVOTrON FOR THE 

ISLAMIC REVOL.UTION ARISE TO CUT OFF THE ROOTS OF AGENTS OF AMERICA AND 

REVEAL THEIR TRUE NATURE. THUS THEY DISCOVERED AND COLLECTJ::D DOCUMENTS 

AND HANDED Tf!EM TO THE OCCUPIED NEST OF ESPIONAGE. 

AMONG THESE DOCUMENTS IS THE O!lE SENT TO THE OCCUPIED NEST OF 

ESPIONAGE BY THE FAITHFUL AND SELF-SACRIFICING FOLLOWERS OF ISLAM AT 

THE FIRST AND SEVENTH BASES OF TRANSPORTATION. 

THIS DOCUMENT CONSISTS OF A PLAQUE OF APPRECIATION DELIVERED BY THE 

U.S. l!ILITARY ADV1SORES ON IRAN TO BEHZAD MOEZZI ON THE OCCASION OF THE 

SOTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE HATEFUL PAf!LAVI DYNASTY. 

MOEZZI , AS THE COMMANDER OF THE SQUADRON AT THE FIRST WING OF 

TRANSPORTATION, HAD DEMONSTRATED THE UTMOST OF HIS QUALIFICATIONS WITH 

THE RISING OF THE TIDE OF THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTION OF THE IRANIAN PEOPLE 

UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF IMl\M KHOMEINI MOEZZI PROVED HIS DUTIFULNESS AS 

THE PERSONAL PILOT OF THE CRIMINAL SHAH, AND CARR!ED HIN AWAY FROM THE 

GRIP OF OUR NOBLE PEOPLE TO THE SANCTU.ARY OF HIS INTRANSIGENT MASTERS. 

MOEZZI, IN ORDER TO COMPLETE HIS SERVICES AND PROVE HIS FULL 

SERVITUDE, CARRIED AWAY TWO CYrHER OF THE AGENTS OF THE AMERICA. 

} 
1/-T ANY RA'I'E, THIS DOCUMENT SPEARS OF THE STRUGGLING RECORDS OF THIS 

" S'f-RliGG!..ER FOR THE CAUSE OF TF8 PEOPLE" ( MEMBER OF THE MUJAJlEDEEN-E-

KHALGH ORGANIZATION). 
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IN THE NAME OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD CmJSHER OF 'fHE OPPFESSORS AND 

HELPER OF THE DEPRIVED. 

1 - THIS "LAQUZ IS A DOCUMENT SUBMITTED BY THE FAITHFUL MUSLIM 

PERSONNEL OF THE FIRST AND SEVEN'1'H TRANSPOP:J: BASESE, FOLLOWERS 

OF THE IMAM'S COURSE OF ACTION TO THE MUSLH'. STUDENTS, FOLLOWING THE 

COURSE OF IMAM, TO DIVULGE THE TRUE NATURE OF WING- COMMANDER BEHZAD 

MOEZZI. MOEZZJ WAS CONFIRMED BY SAVAK, AND cou;J?ER INTELLIGENCE OF 

THE ARMY AND CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY OF THE U.S.A. l\ND MOS SAD OF 

ISRAEL.FOR THIS VERY REASON HE WAS PRIVATE PILOT TO THZ SHA'1. 

THIS DOCUMENT REVEALS THE P.TTACHMZNT OF THE WING-COMMANDER BEHZAD 

MOEZZI TO U.S. IMPERIALIS!1 AND THE HATEFUL PAHLAVI DYNSTY HE IS AT 

PRESENT 1'HE COMMANDER OF THE SEVEN'rH TRANSDORTATION BASE AT SHIRAZ. 

2- THIS PLAQUE IS AN APPRECIATION OF \UNG-CO!lt!ANDER sz;rnAD 

MOEZZI'S SERVISE BY THE U.S. IMPERIALISM ON THE OCCASION OF THE SOth 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE REIGN OF THE CORRUPT PAHLAVI DY:,ASTY. 

\'IE CALL THIS PLAQUE DOUMENT NO.] OF THE DENUNCEMENT OF THE MUSLIM 

PERSONNEL FOLLOWERS OF IMAM'S COURSE AT THE FIRST AND SEVEllTH TRANS-

PORT BASES. 

'rHIS IS WHAT THE PERSONNEL OF FIRST AND SEVENTH BASES OF TRANSPOR -

TATIO'! HAD EXPRESSED WHEN PRESENTING THIS DOCUMENT. 

WHEN THIS DOCUMENT WAS DELIVERED TO THE OCCUPIED NEST OF 

ESPIONAGE, WING COMMANDER BEHZAD MOEZZI WAS EMPLOYED AS COMMANDER 

OF THE TRANSPORTATION BASES. 

80 



~A wier 1:11story or the TUdeh Party) 

Tbe neucleus of the Tudeh Party 

In the earl~ parts of 1920 turmoil and confusion reigned in 

the north of Iraq. A group of ?00 Communists from Baku attacked 

Resht with two pl,nes and they intended to form the Socialist 

Republic of Gilan, At that time Moshir~Dowleh who was a patriot 

was at the helm of lffairs. Be assigned S~rdar Fakher Hektnat to 

Resht to re-establis~ the Gov~rnment control there, Sardar Fakher 

succeeded in \lining OV1,r lilirza Ituchek .Khan, a Communist Revolution-

ary who later fought agafnst Ellsanollah .Khan and other Comrrunists. 

It was Ehsanollah .Khan wh6 formed the Committee of the Comrrunist 

Iranfan Youth, 

Dn September ?, 1920, the first Corrrrnnist CoPgress of Eaf;tern 

Natirnas was held in Baku under tlie cha1rrranoh1r of Zinonoff, 

The Iranian Corrrrunists were rerresepted by Haidar Kh~n, Amu Oqli 

who endorsed the decisions of the Congre"s regar'l inf the fomentation 

of revolution in Inn, Af~hanistan, Iraq, India anri Arabia ac~inst 

the British. 

Near the end of 1920 a force of 2,000 corr:rr.un1sts who ·1.ere 

mostly Georgians and Armenians attackecl the north of Ir:rn un<ler 

the Command of Kazhanoff, They looted a number of rich peorle 

and returned to Baku w:fth their looty. such raids were rere~:ted 

every now and again until 1921. 

Coup d'Etat 

On February 21, 19~, Sardar Sepah (the late Reza Shah) 

came into power as corrrrander in chief in Seyed Zia 1 s Gov<>:rnre r.t, 

During the three months rule of Sayed Zi~ Tabatabai, in 

return for the recognition of the Soviet Government by Irrn, 

the Russians discontinUP<i their support of .the Irocni,0 n Corrnur.i'. ts. 

Slowly but surely GovPrnrrent forces vanquished the Con.rur: •·ts 
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some of whom crossed the frontier into Russia. Since that time 

Irano-Soviet relatirns entered upon a new phaze. The Soviets 

were given certain concessir·ns by Sardar Sepah and they withdrew 

their support of the Iranian Communists. 

Until 1928 there were no Communist activities in Iran. 

Then a certain Soviet national was sent to Iran .on a "iscientifi.c 

expedltion" .•ccorrling to official documents, he was sent to Iran 

to reorganize the dormant Communist party in this country. 

He succeeded in forming the "Union of Iranian Workers" which 

was later called the "ComlT'unist Party". 

In the esrly part of 1929, the Congress of Iranian and Turkish 

Collllr.unists was held secretly in Rezaieh. Hosseinoff was arpointed 

by the Congress to rep~esent Iran in the 9th International Congress 

in Moscow. 

The Iranien police had well fr.filtrated the young Conwunjs"t 

'· '-organization in Ir~n, but there was now lnw to deal with the 

Communists speedily and rffectively. 

In Kay 1932 a 7-article Law was approvecl by the Y.a jlis, 

which condemned persons belonging to any anti-monarchy ar 

Communist group from three to ten years imprieenment. 

The band of ~3 Men 

Dr. Erani hevjng comnleted the medical course in Iran h~.d 

left for Germany where he rrade a deep study of Marxist and 

Communist doctrines. He returned to Iran in 1930 and in 1934 

he published the Jlagazine 11DUNYA 11 (the World) in which Communist, 

Marxist and the views of Angels were discussed. The magazine 

maintained such a high standard that it took the Iranian Police 

quite some time to detect its orientation. 

Dr. Erani along with the 52 other per~ons were arrested 

and sentended to terms of imprieerunent varying from three to 

ten years. On Bahman 14, 1318 (February 1939) Dr. Erani was 

put to death by the administration of an air ampule and the 

other 52 were later release1. 
84 

t 
0 
Iii 
~-

-3-

Thanks to the vigilance of the secret police and the ruthless 

manner in which Reza Shah dealt with people who were even suspected 

of being Communists, there wcs no Communist movement in Iran.worth 

the name, during the reirn of Reza Shah. such communists as 

there were, spent their time behind the iron bars. 

The Tudeh Partr 

In 1941, British and Soviet troops occupied Iran and Reza 

Shah abdicated in favor of h~s son, the present Shah. The sov4et 

authorities p~el!!sed the then Prime J/1nister, the late J.'.r. Frourhi 

to pardon the political prisoners. 

The 52 coDUrunists along with 40 other persons formed the 

nucleus of the Tu~eh Party of IrRn in September 1941. 

The only important person among them was a Qajar Prine by 

the narr.e of Soleilllan l'.irza Moflsen E!!kandari. In a short tirr.e the 

Tudeh Party estebljshed workers, peasants, wolllen and youth 

orpan1zatjr,ns and in pursuance of the Communist "Uhited Front" 

extende~ 1ts activities by collaborating with other groups and 

parties, such as the anti-Facist Party of Mustafa Fateh who wanted 

to take control of the Tudeh Party., 1'J.1AF.D01l" which was the organ 

of •ostafa Fateh's Party later l>!icame that of the Tudeh Party. 

Some ti~e later the Party formjld a newspaper union known as the 

"Freedom Front" which cont~Olled 70'/t of the papers at the time. 

In 1942 the Tudeh Party had 8 seats in the Majlis. 

AzarbaYJan Democrat Party 

~hile the TW'leh Party was a country wide party which 

advocated Commun1rt ideas, the Soviets deemed it necess,ry to 

try and set up a pupret regime in the I~anian Azarbaijan. 

Mr. Jafar Pish~r1 whose credentials had been rejected by the 

14th llajlJ4 and who was leading the leftist •JtAVEB" group was' 

chosen for the purpose. 
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P1shaveri had already been to Baku along with Sbabaatari and 

hai met the high officials of the Caucasian Republic. With the 

help of the soviet Consul Qul1off and other Soviet otr1c1alll in 

Tabriz he laid the roun:iation of the Azarbayjan Democrat Partz;... 

'lhe •arty advocr ted the autonomy of Azarbayjan and the reco1J11t1on 

of Turkish as the official language in the Province. 

!'In September l?., 1949, the Democrat Party formed a 

constituent Assembly. Pishaveri was the head or the autonomous 

state "':I th Sha bi, star1 as second 1n comn:and. 

At this, juncture the Central United Council of the Tudeh 

Party declard He sff1liation with the Democrat Party. 

on December 13, 1944, the Democrats seized the Tabriz and 

ot.l1eor garrisons. Pishave>ri formed his Cabinet of nine V.in 1 ft·:rs 

•,'ten he rrecented to the Constituent Assembly. 

In Jc.nm.ry 1946 ~a./am took office as Prin:e J.'.ir.jster. Jly -th;~ t1n:e thP. Cent al Government had no authority in Azarl>eyjar.. 

Thr t:ovi•0 t i>rmy :In G1lan and ~azenderan was helping sT.o:H:ar 

t"·ove!".Pntt:. Th<> Tudeh arty now was at the height of its pow«r, 

rartlcularlY in the north. It controlled the "l!ihan" Party as 

,,el J "s the TabarHtan group formed by Ellsan Tabar!. It was 

uni Pr ~ uch c 1rcurr :- tn:cef that Qavam travelled to Mosc01I. 
_;__..-

On h1s r«turn to Tehrnn din Jlrarch 1946, he gave a frE'e hrnd 

to the leftist elE·tr€r.ts and rr.ovements. He conclude'.! an agre<:'.Dlent 

·:. Hh the Soviets v:h1ch 1nclu1ed a pass~ge about settling the 

";,aarbcy jbn protlcll'• v.h1ch was a domestic 1Tat ter". 

Qava11t incl u.1e•i three> Communists :In his cabinet, tr, Kcshavarz, 

Dr. Yazd1 an1 IraJ Eskandari who held the poftS of Kfoj sters of 

f;l.ucntion, Health and Arts&: Industry, so that "the necessF.rY 

reforms may be carried out". 
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In a reception given by the Tudeh Party in their club 

attenden by the fr1ir.e J!1n1ster, K1n1sters and the speaker of 

the 1'.aj]Js, l:r. !raj E.skandar!, in course or a speech declared, 

one 11t11Jion members and three Cabinet Min1sters. Nest 

shall hrve ten million members and the entire cabirrt." 

"We have 

year, we 

A man who was rart:lcularly effective in helping Qavarr h~r.dle ~) 
I'! 

corr.r.:ur.1st n J. ~ conv c ions as a"good the affairs nu; l'oza.far F:lruz who•e 1 t 

are to be strN'\t'JY que~·tjoned. 
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In December 1946, the late Gen. Razmara planr.ed the attack of 

the Goverrunent rorces on the insurgents who were comrranded by 

Ghulam Yahya, the Commander-in-Chief of the A~...r.bJurjan state. 

Within 10 daya the insurgents were shattered and the Democrat Group 

went to pieces. 

In the Tehran and in a 11. the soutnern and nortnern towns, people 
'{, 

attacked and looted the clubs of the Tudeh Party and set them on fire, 'll 

Tllo successive declarat10r,5 by the Party at this time indicated a 

il1ssenston that had oceured within the Party. 

A number of Tudeh members led by Ehs~n Tabar1 were of the 

opinion that the Party should concentrate on the educated classes, 

while others maintalned that it should corcentrate on the workPrs. 

Al-Ahmad, Englneel.' ~laseh1, ~leki, Anvar Khama1, Firuz Shohabpoo: 

Engine"r Zanjani were trylng to overthrow the "rulir:r class" of 

the Party. 

In l(ay 1)'47 the Baku and l'.oscow P.a,l:lo attackr«l the deviatiorii' ts 

whom they accused of 1'eing in the ray of the British. 

On 15th Bahman 1327 (February 194E) an attemrt was made on the 

life of the Shah, by an alleged Tudeh rrerrber and the Party was 

outlawed by the Gov, rnl"ent. A large nnmb!'r of Tm eh leaders were 

either arrested or imrrisoned, (The most imrortant ones managed 

escare d~r1ng Razmara's Premiership). 

Since April 1?49, the Party began its clandest.ine activities. 

The Party organ "Vardom" appears on Sat111rdaya and 10,000 copies of 

it are circulated throughout the country. The Party is believed 

to have 20,000 members in Tehran. 

The Tudeh Party has a considerable nUJl!ber,-- of sympathizers 

and off1clal members in the Ministry of Education, ~inistry of JUsti 

Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Interior. 
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A eons Ber; r·le nul"°t'er o£ Tu'l h 

e merrr,,,rs are in the H ia 
Crrartl!'ent of th . yg ne 

e J.:lnistry of Health who 
are sent to the 

for ant1-1tala i provinces 
r a and similar activities, 

They use such assignments 
Party end carry on Communist 

i r. favor of the 
propaganda among the 

reasants, This i 1 s a so true in case of the Forestry 
Department. 

A very large numb,r of the lo ti 
como ve drivers and brakesmen of 

the Stc.te RaHw-y a b 
. ~ re mem ers of the Central United Council 

The Party twi gr J(t • 
ea . influPnce in the Silo, Vanc.k and Tobacco 

Vonoroly factories h 
w ere a large sectic.n of the viorkers are 

_\:Jr,ssificatic n of JfembPrs 

The werrbers of the TU<leh Party 

ttie followinp frours: 
~r~ generally d1v1ded into 

a) Industr1al V orkers 

b) Industr.fal and Miscellaneons Workers 
c) Artisans 

d) Peasants 

e) EnJ.~ihtened (.fntellectual) classes 

Pc·1·ty: 
of the orrAnizat1ons knm·in to 

be attached to the Tudeh 

1) Tehrnn Un1 1 vers ty 8turlents Organizationa 

2) Tehran ~chools Students Organization 

3) Society to Conobnt Illiteracy 

4) Society of the Fart•sans -' of Peace 

5) Womens' Orr1 nizatfon6 

6) Society to Conobat Inorerialism 
011 Companies 

Democ;,atic Lawyers Associatlon ?) 

8) Newsrapermen•s Association 
Peasant's Organ:lzat1on 

9) Circle or D errocra tic Youth 

10) fociety to aid Peasants 
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11) United Central Council 

12) Club of Democratic Sportsmen 

13) Azarbaijan Society JJ 11 ·, .r. ...., a.M. 
JH) ~ ~ rf- ~--- p ,<>'.......-" ,._, t' 

University siu1ents Organization 

This is a Tery well-organized organization which is particularly 

influential in the facu.lties of medecine and law. By advo~ating 

free university education for the poor students and by demanding 

various other reforms, the organization has attracted a few hur.dred 

University stu-lents, arart from those who were already memtcrs of 

the Schools Stu-'lents Organ1zatlon. As University stu1l'rts, 501:-.e 

of thr·ir at any r&te are 11 kely to hold in future positicns of 

resronsibility and renrter consMerable service to the Party. 

Society to Cor.'bd IJ11.teracy 

Ad.ult cl~sso~ a:re coP'lucted by the Society in various r::irts 

of Tehran and in the villares and in provirx:es. Along with teaching 

the studentr how to ree>d an-'! · r·ite, approrriate propaganda is metci 

out to them by "teachers" who have been trair.ed ir the Cadre Clasu:s 

of the Party for the rurros.-. Since illiteracy is recognl zcJ hy any 

Governu.ent that may be in ro,•:er, the Society enjoys a cert,. 5 r; degree 

of "immunity" an-'! can con'.luct 1ts activities rather freely. 

SocietY to Covbat Irr,rialistic Oil Companies 

This society ~:ar f'our.1ed 1n 1950 so that the Ttrlch F,.rty oul l 

have its fe ir share of the "National Oil ~oveiren t" lei by th:o 

National Front. hCcording to available information it h~s about 

6,ooo members. 

Wop:en Organ1 zati on 

This organization has been particularly successful becausP it 

has been fully exploiting the grievances of the educatE!cb=;;i:1 ·;:orr.en 
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i n Iran. It ha~ been advocating equal rights for women in all 

~alks of life and rarticularly the right to vote. A large number 

of girls an1 ?:omen working in Government offices and teaching in 

schools belong to the Organi ,:a·tfon. 

It>e Derr.ocr,,tic I.awrnrs Assochltion 

This associGt}cn includes a nuirbl':r of well-kno1m judickl 

rer~oncl1t1es ~ho ccn be usefUl to the Party, wher.ever Party 

merr:bers arC' involve 1 judicially. 

The Derr.ocrpt1c ~·c- qaT'ermen Assoc:!at'"n 

This ~·r::ccht'on ie helpful in press and proi:agan<:'la \:ork. 

It1e §ocietr of th" t,.,rt1saris of Peace 

This socfrty hes bec·n collecting signatures for Peace nnd 

! r~ surrort of the conclusion of a peace treaty amor..g the Big Five. 

! t. hcos staged anti-v..ar demonstrations condemning the Ameri0 ,.ns :;nd 

''r i t1sh war-irongers and rresenting the u.s.s.P... as the Cham1 ion of 

~orld Peace. lt has received and sent repre~entatives (rom and 

•o other Peace Eoci~ties elsewhrre. 

Peace Caravans are also sent to vorious parts for propaganda 

Trc.:!ne.-J Tll''leh uerrbers are scrt to v:-ricus villages and r.ake 

• thorough stuily of' relntions between the peasants and the landlords. 
• 1 ~ rrievr.nces nf the reasants are then carefully turned to account 

new ~emlers are recruited from among the peasants who are 

'• I ned to form the nucleus of peasant cells. 

The Tudeh peasants of the village of :Rubat Karim, ma1e it "hot" 

'"' the Arrericvn i:obile Cinema peorle who were forced to le: vc the 

: nee. The rrindrle of "catch" them young is strictly ob:::erved 

1 r this Society. 
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The Azerbayjan Society forl!'.ed in Tehran has now 2,500 members 

and Ali Azari, the editor of the "Paik Emruz" is their candidate 

from Tabriz. The Society intends to establish a branch in Tabriz 

very soon. The Society is a substitute of the Azerbayjan Democrat 

Party. 

Society of the Graduates of Dan1sh-Saray1 Ali 

This society has its own paper "Jf.EHREGAN". 

One or the ;.ain factors that has contributed to the success 

of the Tudeh Farty ia wining over new adherents, has been the 

principle of choosing the right man for the right job. 

intellectual mel!lber of the Party deals with other prospective 

intellectual members. Trained 111errbers of the Party who have been 

working men themselves (like Ali Omid) deal with the working classes 

whose language they understand. There is no political "snobery" 

in the leading ran~s of the Tudeh Party. 

Some futur~ Plans 0f the Tudeh Party 

The T"hran tJrjversity Students Orga!'1:1zat:lon wi11 shortly 

incorporate the University students from Tabriz,&M Sh:lraz and 

Meshed and will form the Congress of Iranian University Students. 

The Youth Org3n:lznt'on of the Tudeh ~arty will develop into 

the "Movement for the defense of the rights of Youth" so that you{lg 

people of all clas~es and groups may be rallied under one orr:aniz,tj0n 

In conclus'on it must be added that the Soviets have paid 

sp~eial attention to the Kurds through their agent Kulla Uustafa 

Barzani who is at present in Russia. The Kurds have been promised 

autonomy for their cooperation. 
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1. The Armenian E'iucational Organ:I z~ t.j nn o'· Irnn 
II 

" " 
The Kur·' ish " II " " 

Orranj zd inn$ that come under the Organiz"' 5onr.1 Co!T'rrJ tttte 

of TehY"11n r-nd suburbs wMch is subor!ljna+e. to the Central Co!'"Jrit"e 

Society of Freedom of Iran 

2. Union of ¥.ount::ineers 

3. Union of Actors and Actresses 

t.. Assoc1ntion of National Combatting ne\vspar,:·'l'S 

Azerbayjan Soceity 

Workers Orer;n:l?ation attached to the Party: 

1. Unjon of C1nP~a Workers 

In1erondent Un;on of Plumbers 

Ur'cn of "Corstruct:lon" Workers 

'l. Un'cn of B::ikers of Tehran 

InderenJent Un'. r·n of Tail ors 

Ur;i6n of Psintcrs 

n Chintz Factory Workers 
II ., Vanek Factory No.5 Workers 

It Tobccco Monoroly Workers 
II Print1rr Workers 

II Te:i Store Of the Plan Org:.n1 zat con 
II Dry clec.ners and Dyers of Tehran 
II Sile Fc:ctory, Tehrr:n 

li:ech~l"lcs 

S'. :ltchmen (Railways) and traln 0ffic1rils 

Al 1 
':F· ,-)love come un,ler the orran1z«tion knovm as "CoilitJ:m 

r ~.~ .. '-c "" Unions" 
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Other Too eh Unions 

1. Union of Nurse~ 

2. f.ociety to aid ChildrPn 

3. Un1 on of Gov,,rnrrent F.irr1oyPes 

4. Union of Irr.n Telep:r~r"1st.s 

~. UnJon of He~lth (Hypiene Dert.) 

Internatfor-c;l Orf."1'5 uitfons with whlch the Tudeh is 

' M·soci·t:lc·n (l1~t,,rm.t'.onal) of Democra+,:lc Lawy1111is, Paris 

Cor-ris,.Jon of the Decbi·d.~'l' of HUl?'t.11 Ripbt.s, Pr.ris 

~·'"'""1:nr1 t. of tl'r F;•·l,,r· ti op of Worll Unions, Vienna 

Inn, Tehran 

r. l'Udell ~tut.ion 1n Aacrt.1jm. 

A., I..mdoN., Tro ot the 1Dlaipvwd loaidllr8 ilt xroaeat. co 1dent.1tiod .. 
.toll.ma1 ' 

le Ali mwm. Ollnllr' ot a ~ mUl ln Talr1s. 

2. Q!tAWAnI, (5tat1on Dotes '1'lmu are 8t?'ftt'lll hl1nclftd anbin ot the 
Orun'ARI tm1l;r in !nl1. ~i~f ~ iml~ horc doecr1bod 
u onm:.ru: u .INCh· 1'1::1minll ~). 

n. Parto:r ...,_. !Ille" in • D.'.llJ80 J.OOatecl next to the Sovlc4 Jn!'ol'ISltion 
ot1'1oa1 ~ '.llll1 otl Pllblni A~, 'l'a!r:l.11. 

n. ~ C"e clroulatiu.: 1ti ~. and in '1'ebrsl t.o tho ettect Uat t.1111 
A~el Dom:Jonatc ~ 1n !'>O<liot l1us81a C'8 planning t.o capture the 
?m"thDm ?lll'ttJ o£ Iran1an Auerb&ijan w! t21 the help or J.9C1"ba,tjlm1 Tudch 
Pazv lllllilen oors:t1 10 in tho COIU"llO or this i"nll.., , 

:r. Oti>tmt1at1on of the Tudoh ?arty .:.n ':.'ohran. 

A. !..cadalnlh1p. 

1. DI:'. TMhi 3.AUVI. I1D 1a cut ot ttJD ~ i.adorw Of tho llDlkll'
~ Tudeb and bu 'bDon handling PllZ'tq lll'1'aJ1'll 1n ouck • Tillq .. 
not to at.~ tho eump!o101'JIJ ol tho TehNn political poJJ.co. Zub
jeat. at ODO t1- WU dootal' at I:!pll'i&l Court aid lator na ll!Od1®1 
Id,,._. t.o m Inman :1nsun111oo OO"!IPllflJ'• TJo na d1110hnri:od 1'ro111 
this job beoalJ80 o1' hie ra:l!cal o;J1nl.0?11J. !Te has boon a IT.alxrr of 
tho ':Udoh l'C"t;;r for a ;ior!od or JllllV :ftllU'IJ• ·~ 1D n:iw runr:1nc a 
printo cllm.o in Tehran. 
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Sl8RD 
a. ~ •u.vr.. An oatlltandini: leader or tht ~ 'lladlll 

blOpe in cloeo touoh with ~h politioal Sl'OllPll 1a U. 
CIOlmt.&7· 

J. ?Ji'e, l!w-1811 FT:ruz, A lllNllt.Jv' 1ro111111 1lho ormtribllltn bltm:ll' to 
auwon 1'1nllmiall¥ Plll't7 aot.tTlu.a. Bbo u, hollliwr, in • d1tt1-
oul.t. poe1t10Q buoawe 11he 111lnC!ez- pol.Sao~. Bbl min
taina, llowrMJz'1 a ocmt.lct. wi.th 'l\ldeh l<ac:lial'e crl llft'l\ll&ltll tor 
lleC1"et. CKK>tinp in her om ta.. She •C1EU.. 11 uaed u a OCJm"illll' 
bl.>twen ~ lllCltlbon and oft.en OC'l'1811 Pll'V ~ 1n - hand
boc· 

4. !!adaqh r: ·~:;y;::. A-~ ~ a:thar. Alao ~ 
irxllrootl;r 1.n ·:'ude~1 aattv1t1ea and ltOllMti- at•.enda it.a 1111d.1Dcs. 

D. ~ :.OCtinc :'llloce 1n '!'otftin• 

l. r"'~ro or t'>fl PGX'\Y aN looatAld on !tuohe P'M''i ott lb1ablm. 
Iloai-t ::lolrlob r.bald., :'Wmll il:blet:ri. 

2. .:aict.J¥ op;J01J1te ''.uo.'io Far11 111nt.1oned above la ciot.i.r lmll. paa-
08,."0. :n ono ot tho bouaoa ~tod on th111 PllOleaa tbaN u a 
Cl!llll 1n.IDO 'l1liezto 8"1Cl'Ot tll..'tlt.1np ... held. '1'!l1a 11 tht m. ot 
!ft. ~ Ymtr..:. 

3. no- o! nr. :U.ZA'/I snt.LonOd abOvo Cll A'NflQI Jtakb u... Se:'&hc ::lhah. 
/ 

h. TllGl'e id all!IO a ~1ng pl!loo looilUon ~ in illdlllftD. 

c. ~~~e:t!:~.::~~f.!ci°:T'1~be~~t 
it l• ueed b:.' Pll'tY COUl"J.en 1lho iaintain oonta w1t.h party medxln:I 
erllod t.l:lalr9. 

n. l'ilrt;y -t1nao ta!«! place at rr'..ght and De'fff' imol .... a .,,, .. u. 
S1l"O 'ban t.hre<> or four 111dl vidllall. 

'1'h:I Tetnn ~ o! the ~· 'l'tmh ., •• oloee oont.act. 'lr1.t.l 
the Tabrla orr:mdsat1oa1 11hloh in tum 1• 1a contact. wtth Soviet aut.horitica 
thZ'oul;h tho ~~VS.et r nfomctioa Oantf4' .tn '1'11br2, .. 

!lotc t.hat the ?udeh i'llJ"t.y tn AH.rba1Jan 10 1dont.1oal wtt.h the.I ':mrbnlj3n1 
~ l'llrtir· 

Sl6Rll 
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6 lee 1950 

15 lee 1950 

1.. · .J,.n tile !'11"\7 ~ ~~ ita org-1sat.l.oirl ~ •:-nu-a.liad &llill 
t.bi> e...lll'eG regroupee. Lug,; cells i:ru:•t:V<·r,ient !qr ill"£Al "°rk allL ~ 

•11<:tr'1\)&{: tr;r i:tt"ot'!>llra """" nipl..F.cec! by •croui.<s r;! !)•. Gzooupa1 u wll u 
;J:,;i.ty l.,..ler•, •re it~....ut ,,.{ w.ch ,,tJ,,.r, tl>W! .,,.,.,..-Ln,; a certail:l -
or .,,cm:rit.;,. !e.u •0r<:>1tpll .,:: 5" an, c-,~ 1:.hs.ir l~n, aubolrdinaw to 
.. "LrHit.u <,f lO''• r;.,.. r.;:;,.,, ... ,.. ,,f lD" ..,.., .:nJ:><>nii.N.w f.<, • "Loa&ler c! 5•. 
!1 0\1.r tlGroopS t..'!f 5" iL tiurt.1 U"6 C'~bor(iJ·1~te f.t; A u:~~ciont..l leader9 sho Uiul 
rt1p"«ll4lnu l,OVJ .,..llbeu1 an<· i:a 1""1>po1uiiblc tc ti;e Ltoi\trd. Coi""1tt. of t.lia 
IC?. rn t.l"' C.mtnl Comoitt.ee all r.aC-onal cneticc.&> a:re :nt~~. 'll• 
;,rtJ8nia.r. -Urm in 'fet.ru1 i.i a\>::111.t :.:.'()() 11~r.i::. one L..nt.r..1 c-iu .. · :re
ce:l.'ffa it.a onlere :rroca tile vcwat :inivn, eiti'dtr <:~ M throaeb a ·~ 
e~ u.4~ an 1L U.. ~:ovict. ;;1*u;r. 

•.• ;,et..;vities o! ·~· -.m cw;er,t..lall,y the - u 11'f,Nl the l'llrif -
legal• 1.e.1 -1.ili.es with ::.ecturoa "n t.be i'e.rty•a fil'ft£l'w:ll1 hiJltor.,, ~ 
.,.- ai"i:1<i: at keo;:1'., &'tltk• '·'"' ci.us.. •-'C1-• Ulli poliu-1 du

t.1- u ~ t.'>e PttrV' lb:le m the TU'iow e;.--U- or 1bn day. The eac!:re11 
.,.. not oul>Jeotec! to -llll!IU7 nm .. an k9pt .. all O:rpaUed r- to 
Jt"OYide, 1d:.en ~. lfflllera terr the-· 

J. ln~ lll'll; 11&16<-n won: b iJlllepen!~ ot l·'llrtq orpaiatia. am a 
perl'omec:I bV 11;i-11Ll ,..n c~ with dU'tN"Ult -..ibers ot the 'oviet tll
btially. 'lb" follmrJ.ri,g f'er!IOl'.18 are .._,,.,_iec to act. u aiueb ageDta tor the 
~ oviet ; ioi..81171 

v:r. :II. ,,,_TL~Ulll l~ 
CJC.-..,v ~'l'. ~:i:, ~?!:Xu._.._._ /. .r. "· ..,,,..;:.;.,....,.. ---r 

::; vlrtue ,,, the.\r ;.ro,;,.,,.~'.·-'n t.hey ..re -il)' ..C!e&eaibl6 e.ul can .Uao •is1t 
lll~boll~ ,,itl)•iut .:..v:. ti?:.,. ::1-.ec.:;.u.l at'ter..tioll. !l~ir cont.c.C':~ wit.b .:·~r:: .-,r 
,,i.., -.ovu.,~ .i~'-'M:•. ~" place ir. tiJAI! ::Cl'tiet llo9p1W. Ill this cat~· r:f 
~.,:er:t.a t'.a; be "1.:; h.elu.ied; j 

r •... . ,:,r,,... ;..:; ;;;...," •·ir!Htto a ml.ll•t 11e1·,:;o1 • 
• ·~· i. ... J.;,.i, tlUI0.14' - ~i•o M'te " kJr41erg.,rten •.:1.rJ;;i,l.ai. ,,Lt" 

( 01 il<iren 1 • i:ra:i-) 
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SECRET 

P.WIAll • - ot • ~ 
.......... <:.t c-pemt!.ft •J.nddl" • ..,_,.. filt 'lltdoh baw • 

.ta.a al.laut. -i. r..iw. or tJW; im\1~ 

4. For ............ _. eGWt.e~ ~ t.bll to.1Ja.J.ac uw ..,,,.... 4 
Mt.ift tllli\ln 

Tile ...... JllltUU.• llll'r-i'ft 1Jl 1Waua lilllOlfC .. ~ ... 9QT1all -., .. ~ 

SECRE 9a 

.l 

TO: QllJISUU.R S:S:TIOI 

l'l!OM: OR O::l'IOll 

. CONFIDENTIAL 

RI:: T£G11IZAD.IH aka 'U.GHIZ4DDI MOT'?.A.GHI, l'ra;pdooa 

J.ucu.at 11, 1959 

1. We llaTe the followtng iJafol'llatioa regard ia& one JIOT'UGHI tnur who 
•q or aq not be id.ent1eal witJa 70-uz aubJ: ' 

, SubJ present at meeting of Utdeh Part7 leaders oalled b7 otficiab 
-;,of Ruaaian -llnb March 1948. SubJ a •••ber of !P .&4Tiao17 co-ittH 
~7 (DOI 12 AU& 1950) ' 

Keaber of fudell ProTinc1al Coma. ot Tehran. (DOI) 6 J'eb 55 

Member Twleh Youth Org, (TYO) Central Coam. (DOI)lO Apr 55) 

Spoke- for Iran.-so,. l'iaheri91, higbl;r interested in politic• 
and a conTinced aupporter of ltullah BBJraEllANI, l'rtenoh of GRUIMAnB ( qT) 
(DOI- 25 Jun 52) • 

Btaaorad that SubJ took oYar leade,.chip of Central United Council of 
Trad.a Unione (CUCTU) after actiTitiee went underground in '49 
(DOI 22 Mar 1 55) ' 

SubJ poaaibl7 inde with 1'&qi NO'.!'AQI (qT) 
Alias PAJUIIZUR, Counaalla,. of the Central CC>all, md tranalator 
of foreign newa for..!!!m2Ja, (DOI 12 Apr 55) 
Reported member of Prop Comaiaaion. 
According to G-2 BeTiu !P, 1a .. mber 3f lzec. Brd, (DOI 26 Sept • 55), 

Into oa one~. £1.i: ~or_.., not ba idea with Subj'• fathar,

Cooparatad with Pol fee and Sacurit7 Organisation cauotng axpulaioa 
froa !udah Part;r ICar 1 58. (DOI Apr 9, 1959) 

Raplace111eat oa J- Board of Sac7a of 'l'wleh Tehran ProY Co-. 
(DOI Late 1 55) 

Su'bJ 1 of J laadara at '1'P J'ul7 9 1 57, Acting Sacnit817-General. 
(DOI J'ul7 11, 1957) 
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CLEA'lANCS REQUEST-TAG'iIZA::JEH aka TAGHIZADEYE MOTTAGHI, F'reydoon cc 

Subj in contact with responsibles of East. and west. area.s of 
Tehe TP Provincial Comm. (16 Jan 57) 

Subj active member of former T. Prov. Comm in Tehe. 
( 13 Oct 56) 

Subj currently member of Esecutive Board of TP. 
(24 Nov 56) 

Subj signed Resolution by CentraI Organization of T Youths 
against formation of new T group. (9 Jan 48) 

Information on MOTAQI (fnu) (Possibly Ali Motaq!) 
Subj took over leaders'1ip of TYO (27 Aug 55) 

Subj. head of one faction of District Committee No. 11. 
qumored subj. may leave lran due to propaganda campaign 
launched against him. (6 Sept 57) 

Subj. broken contact with Azerbaijan! group. 
(24 Oct. 57) 

Subj. TP leader, wrote to exiled TP leader that requested 
quick decision on his future work. (5 Oct 57) 

Subj. member of Central Organization of Takesh and responsible 
for Tudeh Affairs in i\horasam, Fars, and Mazandaran. 

( 7 June 56) 

Subj, co-';ianager of Party Affairs until return of leader 
from abroad. (24 r.iay 56) 

Subj. attempting to reorganize TP. 
(5 Sept 56) 
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of the Political Counselor ... 

Date ... Feb 25 
·············-···-·· 

Counselor f'Or C onsular Af~airs 

Chris, 

As you requested , here are some 
suggestions f'rom POL. 

~ 
Hawk 

c_ONFIDENTIAL _ ENCLOSURE 

·-·----

IOI 

-
17 

'.JJ 18 ... , 

RECEIVEO 
RECEIYKD 
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TO 
THRU 

FROM 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
,.1Ul..Y 1973 1tDITION 
GSA FPMlt 1"1 CFIU 101-11.• ENT 
UNITED STATES GOVERNM 

Memorandum 
-~ 

POL _ Mr. Mills 
POL _ Mr. Bolstertf/J 

POL _ J • Stem~'? 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DATE: February 25, 

SUBJECT: 

Members from Visa Lookout List 
Removal of ex-Tudeh 

s its own manila folder files o~ 
While the Consular Section ha h ve had to seek visa waivers 

ib·mport:n~ff~~~~~ ~~~b:~~:i;einathe ~de!iPagh~t~ ~~;:i~~~a!~~ 
ecaus t ed up from memory w o 

names we have urn 
Minister of Commerce 

Manuchehr Taslimi, 

Hadi Hedayati, Minister of State 

Fereidoun 
Mahdavi, Minister of Party Affairs 

it Echo pur:z;_ications 
Jahangir Behrouz, Ed or,~,_(' , 

Morteza sarmad, ~ 
5Hll7f tN Ll~~i-a-~ir-cn-l:1g±nri--11!e!ll()--l~-I--e1Hlft&lir-4<~~ 

A~yan i... 
,, ll fiPst 11.aJPe}. 

tensen will be trying to get the 
A I understand it, Mr. Chris kout system. You might di 

s le eliminated from the visa loohich would be a request fo 
peop wi·th him a fallback positiofnlwl . the category of ex-Tud 
cuss f people who a in 
a blanket waiver o t . ht ,, 
members who have "gone s raig • 

POL:JDStemperl 

CONFIDENTIAL 
102 l . Bond R -·larly on the Payroll Sl'lllings Plan 

Buy U.S. Savings s •t.-

11652: 
TAGS: 

,11BJECT: 

/\CTIQN: 

l'l)I4 

\Mf3 
'·llN 
: i"ON-2 
1·IM 

'1"A 

1)1, 

1IJMIN 
I~ lJ 

ill R 

"HR 
,J." 

CLASSJFJCATION 

1978 ~fp - 7 Ml ff: 3~ 

~.'.N~ICAT_fJ,.,~ : COl.Lfc¥ 
[ __ J CHARGE TO 

...; ,) 

0 f< .· '.! ------r-
1-A_ME=MB=A=S=S=Y_::_T=E=H.:..:RAN=-----L----C=-O=N::.:F:...:Io.-D-::E::.:N""T"'I::.:A~L,,__ _________ j__ ___ _ 

ACTION: SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO: AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BONN 

CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
KX®XTAGS: PINT, IR 

USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY KABUL 

SUBJ: NATIONAL FRONT (INF) REJECTION OF REPORTED 
TUDEH PARTY DEMARCHE 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

1. INF, REJECTED SEPT 6 A REPORTED TUDEH PARTY CENTRAL 

COMMITTEE OFFER TO JOIN FORCES IN OUSTING IRANIAN REGIME. 

INCIDENT BEGAN WITH AFP REPORT FROM PARIS SEPT 5 THAT 

TUDEH PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE HAD ISSUED APPEAL TO ALL 

OPPOSITION FORCES TO UNITE AND TOPPLE GOI. TUDEH DECLARA~ 

TION GAVE AS PROGRAM OF THE RESULTING "GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL 

UNITY" PUNISHMENT OF WRONGDOERS, NULLIFICATION OF LAWS 

CONTRARY TO CONSTITUTION AND FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, DIS-

SOLUTION OF MAJLES AND SENATE, ABOLISHMENT OF POLITICAL 

POLICE, CONVENING OF A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, NATIONALIZA-

103 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CLASSIFICATION 

OP r1\•'\•" 
<f,,. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Poge_

2 
of __ ~SE__-

ADVISORS, ABROGATION OF U.S.-IRAN MILITARY AGREEMENT, 

WITHDRAWAL FROM CENTO, EXPROPRIATION OF PRIVATE FOR-

TUNES, AND REJECTION OF OPEN DOOR ECONOMIC POLICY. 

2. FRONT LEADER KARIM SANJABI SAID THAT GIVEN THE 

-1 
I 

"TRAGIC EXPERIENCE" OF INF RELATIONS WITH TUDEH IN EARLY 
WOULD 

1950S, ANY FORM OF POLITICAL ALLIANCE NOW W1ll'OOX BE 

"INCONCEIVABLE." HIS EARLIER STATEMENT ADVOCATING LEGALI
NOT 

ZATION OF TUDEH PARTY SHOULDjallt BE MISCONTRUED AS NATIONAL 

FRONT WILLINGNESS TO COLLABORATE WITH TUDEH, A PARTY 

WHICH IS AN APPENDAGE OF A E®XRKX~ FOREIGN POWER, BUT 

SIMPLY A REFLECTION OF DEGREE TO WHICH GOI SHOULD 

LIBERALIZE. 

END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE - BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

3. COMMENT: STORY HAS A PECULIAR ASPECT. IT IS UNUSUAL 

FOR A TUDEH DECLARATION TO BE ISSUED IN PARIS, BECAUSE 

PARTY HEADQUARTERS ARE IN EAST BERLIN. PERHAPS GDR DID 

DID NOT WANT TO EMBARRASS SHAH ON EVE OF HIS VISIT•ffiERE, 

AND TUDEH SIMPLY USED ITS TIES TO ACTIVE IRANIAN STUDENT 

GROUPS jN PARIS TO ADVANTAGE. POSSIBILITY CANNOT BE 

DISMISSED THAT TUDEH MANIFESTO WAS A SAVAK PLOY DESIGNED 

TO EMBARRASS NATIONAL FRONT AND OTHER OPPOSITION GROUPS. 

WHATEVER CAUSE, PRINCIPAL SIGNIFICANT RESULT HAS BEEN TO 

GET INF ON RECORD AGAINST A TUDEH ALLI~NCE. 
// 

SULLIVkN ~J 
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OPTIONAL FORM 152a(H) 
(Forrl"'erlv FS 413(HJ,i) 
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ST c o N F l D E N T 1 A L 

018 
ACTI<»I 
POL 3 
R HlFO 
NIB 
DCM 
ECON 2 
PM 
OR 
ICA 
ADM 
CRU 2 
9 

-- .. CLAli'iE:D HIAT TUDEh HAD AUiAYS RESPECTEDSRELIGIOUS 
BELIErS "WHlCH HAVE FIRM ROOTS Al'lOi\G OVi::R\:iHELi'iING 
"1AJORI!Y OF HlAtiIAti POPULATION" AND SAID THAT 
TUJEH VAS FOR UNION wlTH ALL DENOCRATIC fORCf:S 
I 1\CWDH{l RUIGIOUS ONES. l/E OOi>'I AGREE 
V!ITH RELIGIOUS LEALERS ON EVERYTHING, SAID 
ESXANDAf1I, BUT WE "NUST BE REALISTIC." 

-- SPOKE FAVORABLY OF NATIONAL FRONT PARTICULAR!. Y 
DUE TO ITS INFLUENCE Al'lONG INTELLIGENTSIA AND 
STUDENTS. 

-- NOTED THAT SOLE SUPPORT FOR REGif1E WAS ARMY 
~D POLICE "LED BY U.S. ADVISERS," BUI CLAIMED 
THAT THERE WERE SIGNS Cl.E., INDIVIDUAW OFFUCERS 
A iiD SOLDIERS REFUSING TO FIRE ON DEViOi~STRATORS) 
"fHAT Ahi'iY SUPPORT NIGHT NOT BE ETERNAL. 

-- DESCRIBED U. S;. IMPERIAL! SM AS l'lAHI EXTERNAL 
BUTTRESS OF REGil'IE. . 

-- KRITICIZED PRC POLICY IN IRAN, NOTING ANTI
SOVIET INSINUATIONS MADE BY CHINESE IN TEHRAN AND 
CHAilGlNG THAT HUA KUO-FENG VISIT DEriONSIRATED 
EXI;STENCE OF u .s .-FilC "D.EAL .. IN SUPPORT Or l.!Np,OPULAR 
REG'IMES AROUND THE WORLD. END UNCLASSIFIED • 

.3. COMMENT: WiHLE DATED, ESKANDARI '.S POSITIVE 
COMMENTS ON THE RELIGiOUS ELEMENTSSOF '1-kE· CURRENT 
IRANIAN SCENE ARE SOC!:::THPNG ENTIRELY NEW AND OF 
CONSIDERABLE SIGNIFICANCE. WE SEE THIS SIGNIFICANCE 
IN rwo ASPECTS. FIRST, WITH REGARD TO INTERNAL 
DEVELOPM£tiTS WITHIN IRAN, ESKANDARI' S REMARKS INDICATE 
NOT ONLY AN UNUSUAL ADMISSION OF THE GREAT.STRENGTH 
P.JD DEP'fH OF THE fii:LIGIOUS OPPOSITION TO THE SHAH, 
i3UT ALSO AN IMPLICIT SELF-ADi'llSSlON OF THE RELATIVE 
WEAKNESS OF TUDEH. WE LEAVE TO OTHERS MORE 
K i~OWLEDGEAaLE ABOUT INTERNAL IRANIAN EVEIHSSTHE 
QUESTION OF ESKA ND ARI" S EXP/lESSED INTEREST 
IN JOINING WITH THE CLERGY IN SOME SORT OF POPULAR 
ff,ONT OPPOSITION TO THE SYAH, BUT IT APPEARS IO US 
THAT THIS t·IAY BE DESIGNED MORE TO WIN FAVOR WITH 
SOi'iE OF THE INDIVIDUAL RELIGIOUS LEADERS THAN TO 
FORi1 ANY S9RT OF ACTUAL POLITICAL COALITION, 

4. SECOND, AND PERHAPS OF MORE INTEREST rs THE 
SOVIET INPR IMATUrt 0 N ESKA1'1DARI' S INTEiWIEW. CLEAR!. Y, 
"PROBLEMS Of PEACE AND S()CIALISM," THE ItJFLUENTIAL 
POLITICAL JOURNAL OF THE "CONMUNIST AND WORKERS• 
PARTIES" PUBLISHED IN PRAGUE DOES NOT DOT AN "l" 
GF.HCROSS A "I" WITHOUT THESAPPROVAL OF {•JOSCO\;/. 
ST 
li7992 
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LH·aTED OFFICIAL USE 

NNNNVV ESA642BRAB06 
PP i\UQi·Jh;; 
DE nurn:-;o ns~2102 3201500 
ZNY CCCCC ZZH 
P 1614492 NOV 78 
FM AME!·IBASSY ViOSCO\.I 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY S!68 
INFO RlJQ1,,'{R/AMEIHiP,SSY TEH;-:Ail PRIORITY 0915 
RUFtiPS/11,,;:;ioASSY PAiiIS 6768 

BT 
C 0 N F I D E N T I A L 

! r ,, 
l u ._;iV i' I 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 02 OF 02 MOSCOW 27SS2 

THUS BY PIJBLlCLY - IF STILL INDIRECTLY -
IDENTIFYING ITSELF WITH ESKA~DARI'S LENGTHY, tFTI
SHAH co:11-;.;:NTS ON THE IRANH,N INTERNAL SCENE, 1'.0SCOW 
HAS GONE FURTHZR THAN BEFOi'\E IN Fd::VH,LING ITS OWN 
INTEh£:ST IN Tl1E t>.NTI-SHAH i'lOVEViENT - AND IN A 
RATHER UNEXPECTED FASHION. 

5. IN PARTICULAR ~i.E NOTE ESKANDAftl'S FAVORABLE 
REFERENCE TO AYATOLLP.1-1 K~:OUt·iENI. Ti1IS IS A flARE 
SOVIET <Oil AT LEAST SQVIET-APPROVED) REFERENCE TO 
THE AYATOLLAH. ON NOVEi~BER 12, FOil EXAl'iPLE, PRAVDA 
CC~IPiENTED Oii THE RECENT AfP STORY WiHCH HAD 
AhOUSED A i·iINOrt FUSS IN TEiiRA;~ CRffIC:L) WITHOUT 
HOWEVlli1 i'iENTIONING THE CAUSE OF THE FUSS - I.E., 
THE ALLSGATION THAT PRAVDA'S TEHRAN CORRESPO!\DENT 
HAD CP.I!ICIZED THE AYATOLLAH. 

6. SOVIE;! MCDUA HAVE NOT YET PROVIDED SIGNIFICANT 
COMMEiHAHY ON THE ACTIONS OF THE IRANIAN MILITARY 
GOVERIMENT/ WITH WPLICIT CRITlCISi·l, HOWEVC:R, THEY 
HAVE BRIEFLY NOTED THE REPRESSIVE Nt.ASUBES OF THE 
Na! GOVi::iHMENT, THE RISE IN MAilffESl'AHONS OF 
ANTI-A:·iEJiICAN SENTIMENT IN THE COUNTHY AW RECENT 
EXPRESSIONS OF Or FI CI AL U .s. SUPPOliT. TOOii 
BT 
t17SS2 LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

'108 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Iraj ESKANDARI 
(Phonetic: eskandaREE) 

First Secretary of the 
Central_Committee, Tudeh 
(Communist) Party of Iran 
(since February 1971) 

One of the founders 
of the Tudeh Party of 
Iran and a member of its 
Central Committee since 
1941, Iraj Eskandari has 
been the leader of the 
now outlawed (since 1949 ) 
party since his appoint
ment to his present 
position. Involved in 
the_international Com-
munist movement in Europe 

OFFICE OF 

CENTRAL REFERENCE 

IRAN 

and Iran since hi t d . he . s s u ent days in France in 192c 
pro~~o~7:to;r~~~~et7esponsible for the party's J' 

Europe in e .
1 

~ ion. Eskandari has lived in 
51) and Vie~~ae(~~~~=5~~49,dfirst in Paris (1949-
various cities of Easternan more recently in 
currently he · . Europe and the USSR--

, is in Moscow. 

One of the party's led. Eskandari is a good k a ing propag-andists, 
During his residences~ea er and a capable writer. 
activities have appar~~ti;s~=~~ i~ro~ed his overt 
ing Communist-sponsored co m1 e to attend
spe~ches criticizing the s~!~r=~~esdand ?elivering 
Soviet ideas in th a vancing pro-
March 1976 meet·n e ~ame of the ~udeh_Party. His 
Castro during t~eg2;~~hCCuban Prime Minister FJdel 
Party of the Soviet Unio~ngress of the CommuniJt 

GCouvbernmeintsto break diplom~~~~p::f a~7~n!r~7~~n 
a. n eptember 1978 · civil disturban . ' in a speech about th• 

called for the ?eslgo~ng on in Iran, Eskandari• 
national coalit~~~ ~~~~~ ~~ ~phpeoT~~eh Party in a 
aimed at ab 1. h. si ion groups 
coalition g~v~~n~~;ttheA~o~~r~hy a~d setting up a 
was no evidence that.h h d ovem er 1978, there 
either the 1. · e a made any headway with 
Front leade~= ig~ous c~nservatives or the National 
Tudeh Party eieme~t:a~u~f~~~~mb~r ~978, underground 
the universit. . a virtually all 
Eskandari was i~~v~~v!~a7~ t~~e extent to which 
1978 . ·1 is occurrence or the 

civi disturbances is not known. 
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Early Life and Career 

Iraj Eskandari was born on 7 February 1907 in 
Sari, Mazanderan Province. He is a member of the 
Qajar dynasty, which ruled Iran until its over
throw by the father of the present Shah in 1921. 
Eskandari studied law in Grenoble, France, in 1925 
and became involved in Communist activities at 
that time. He spent the next 10 years in France, 
propagandizing among Iranians and engaging in 
other Communist activities. In 1935 he returned 
to Iran to set up a private law practice and to 
take up a position in the Ministry of Justice. 
Arrested during a roundup of Communists in 1937, 
he helped a close relative, Soleyman Eskandari, 
form the Tudeh Party immediately after his release 
in 1941, He became a member of the Central Com
mittee at that time. Eskandari served in the 
Majles (lower house of Parliament) for a short 
time in 1944. 

In 1945 Eskandari went to Paris as a repre
sentative of the Tudeh-sponsored Central United 
Council of Trade Unions to attend meetings of the 
World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU). He 
returned to Iran to serve as Minister of Commerce 
and Industry for three months in 1946. He went to 
France again in 1947 and may have enrolled in the 
law school of the University of Paris. During 
that period he was involved in Tudeh Party activ
ities in cooperation with French Communists and 
was active in spreading propaganda within France's 
Iranian community. In 1949 he and other Tudeh 
leaders were sentenced to death, in absentia, 
after an unsuccessful assassination attempt on the 
Shah by a Communist. Eskandari joined the staff 
of the WFTU in 1950 and left France for Vienna 
when the WFTU was expelled from France in 1951. 
He remained in the employ of the WFTU in Vienna 
until 1954. 

Personal Data 

Eskandari has traveled frequently to repre
sent the Tudeh Party at Communist-sponsored con
ferences and has held memberships in organizations 
such as the World Peace Council and the Interna
tional Association of Democratic Jurists. In 1952 
and 1954 he tried unsuccessfully to secure a US 

- l 1(1-
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visa to.represent the WFTU before 
and Social council. He the UN Economic 
losif Stalin in 1953 • attended the funeral of 

~skandari has had at least two wives 
~avus1an ~nd Zahra Bayat. They have also'b=~~ayun 
involved in Tudeh Party activities Eskandar1· 
speaks French. • 

17 November 1978 
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E.O. 11652: 
TAGS: 

SUBJECT: 

ACTION: 

POL-r 

AMB 
DCM 
ECON2 
PM 
US I CA 
OR 
CRU 

S.HIR 
TABR 
ISFA 

CLEARANCEO. 

ACTION: AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE 

INFO: SECSTATE WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PINR, PINS, IR 

SUJBECT: ESKANDARI STATEMENT 

REF: MOSCOW 27992 

INDICATE 

' 
'1 CHARGE TO 

EMBASSY TEHRAN REQUESTS ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF FULL TEXT 0 

.ESKANDARI STATEMENT (REFTEL). SUMMARY PROVIDED BY REFTEL 
GIVEN 

!l1'»K» TO IRANIANS,XNX HIGHEST LEVELS CONCERNED THAT 

ESKANDARI STATEMENT MAY MARK CHANGE IN SOVIET POSTURE TO 

MORE ACTIVE MEDDLING IN CURRENT IRANIAN TROUBLES. 

SULLIVAN 

POL:GBLambrakis 

!JOJ~2 JO! 
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C_::_] CHAR~E TO 
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ACTION: AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
SECSTATE WASHDC .. .!17!); 
CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN ----
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, IR, UR 

SUBJECT: IRANIAN TUDER LEADER INTERVIEWED 

REF: FBIS LONDON DTG LD 291421Y 
1. (REFTEL) 
,FBIS LONDON/REPORTS INTERVIEW WITH IRAN TUDER LEADER ESKANDARI 

UNDER HEADLINE, "IRAN TUDER LEADER REGRETS NO RESPONSE TO 
CALL FOR UNITED FRONT." 

2. LOOKS TO US LIKE THIS MIGHT BE SOVIET EFFORT TO DISTANCE 

THEMSELVES FROM ACCUSATIONS OF SOLIDARITY WITH KHOMEINI. 
WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S AND EMBASSY MOSCOW'S VIEWS. 

~ 
/.m,LIVAN 

_t_€!mPI'.~ :lab ~-20-78. CONT~NTS N.D CLASSfFfCATION APPROVED-S:;.-· l
,D.S,;c ---·-··-.. ffiFT•NG a•TLT<c. ~~~---·--·---

1 :BL~mbrakis t!ff:;:--- --- ----DCM. ~ -
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NNNNVV ESB047BRA735 
PP RUQMHR 
DE RUFHNA #5423 2081706 
ZN! CCCCC ZZH 
P 271653Z JUL 7£ 
FM USMJSSION USNATO 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASijDC PR!-ORITY 1384 
INFO RUFBBS/AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 7164 
RUFHOL/!MEMBASSY BONN 0794 
RUDTC/AMEMBASST LONDON 95?5 
RUEHMO/AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 5405 
RUFNPS/AMEMBASST PARIS 6f.33 
RUQMHR/AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 00Z9 
FT 
C 0 N F I D E N T I A L USNATO 05423 

E.O. 12065: RDS-1 07/27/89 (LEGERE, LAURENCE) OR-P 
TAGS: NAT-0, IR, UR 
SUBJECT: (C) POLADS DISCUSSION OF IRAN 

1. (C-ENTIRE TEXT). 

2. AT JULY 26 POLITICAL COMMITTEE MEETING, BELGIAN REP 
SAID BELGIAN EMBASSY IN MOSCOW EAD REPORT THAT IRANIAN 
EMBASSY THERE HAD FORWARDED A PERSONAL MESSA~E FROM 
AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI TO BREZHNEV BUT HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO 
LEARN SUBSTANCE OF REPORTED MESSAGE. HE ASKE~IF 
ALLIES HAD INFORMATION TO CONFIRM THIS REPORT. 

3. ADDITIONALLY, FRG REP CIRCULATED FOLLOWING PA~ER ON 
SOVIET VIEWS ON IRAN. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: ANY INFORMATION WASHINGTON OR 
MOSCOW MAY HAVE ON REPORTED ~HOMEINI-BREZHNEV MESSAG1, 

5. BEGIN TEXT OF FRG PAPFR: 

A. AT TEE PRESENT TIME, THE SOVIET POSITION ON !~AK IS 
CONTRADICTORY AND, ON THE WHOLE, ANYTHING BUT CLEA~. 
THUS, IT REFLECTS THE UNCERTAIN PERSPECTIVE OF I~A~'S 
FUTURE DOMESTIC POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT AND - DEPENDENT 
ON THIS - HER FOREIGN-POLICY ORIENTATION. THE INITIALLY -
AS IT SEEMED - UNRESERVED SOVIET SYMPATHY FOR TEE I~ANIAN 
REVOLUTION IS INCREASINGLY GIVING WAY TO GRt;ATER cor-;c,:;:N 
AT THE FACT THAT THE PRESENT ~ETERO~ENEOUS IRANIAN 
'LEADERSHIP' IS NOT OPENING HERSELF TO Moscow's POLITI~AL 
AND ECONOMIC WOOING TO THI EXTENT WHICH THE SOVIETS 
HAD HOPED FOR. 
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P TEUS, IT IS EMERGING ~ORE AND MORE CLEARLY THAT 
~LMOST •sr ONLY D!TERMINING ELEMENT OF A POSITIVE SOVIET 
A~TITUD~ TOWARDS TBE raANIAN REVOLUTION IS fHE FACT THAT 
IT BAS C&rSED TBE LOSS OF WESTERN POSITIONS IN I~A~ AND 
IN Tll'C lrE'GION. l'OWWER, THIS IS COUNTERBALANCED :OY THffi 
SOVIET CONCillN AT TH! DO~ESTIC POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN 
IRAN AND TllE RESULTING DANGERS TO SOVIET REGIONAL 
INTE~FSTS (E.G., AFGHANISTAN, IRAQ). 

C. TRE REPEATEDLY EMPdASIZED SOVIET INSISTENCE ON THE NON
INTERFERENCE OF OTHER COUNTRIES IN INTERNAL IRANIAN 
AFFAIRS PROBABLY ENDS ~HERE H~R OwN INTERESTS E~GIN. rNDER 
T~IS ASPECT IT MAY BE OF INT~REST TO NOTE THE OPINION OF 
SOME SOVIET OFFICIALS THAT DEVELOPMFNTS IN IqAN ARE AT 
PRESENT A SOD~CE OF CONCERN BOTH TO WESTERN AND TO 
SOCIALIST COJNTRIES A~D THAT KHOMEINI'S WISH TO CREATE 
AN ISLAMIC COUNTRY WITH TEE ~ELP OF AN ISLAMIC UNITY 
PART! REPRESENTS, HISTORICALLY SPEAKING, A STEP 
BACl\WARDS. 

D. THIS OPINION AL'!.EADY GO~S BEYONr· 1¥i!AT CAN BE 
QUA~IFIED - EASFD ON OFFICIAL SOVIET STATEMENTS - AS THE 
CAUTIOUS BCJIN~ING OF A SOVIET DISENCHANTMENT WITH THE 
PRESENT IRANIAN 'LEADERSHIP'. A ~UMBER OF REMAR'S BY 
THE IRANIAN MULLAHS !ND GOVERNMENT ARE GIVEN MORE AND 
MORE COVERAGE IN TBE SOVIET MEDIA AND ARE USED AS A 
BASIS FOR INCREASINGLY OPEN CRITICISM OF GROuPS CLOSE TO 
T~E PRESENT I~ANIAN LEADERSRIP. AT THE SAME TIME, 
HOWEVER, THr SJVIET MEDIA MAKE AN EFFORT TO PLACE POSITIVE 
COMMtNTS ON CERTAIN EVENTS IN IRAN - SUCH AS DECISIONS TO 
NATIONALIZE CERTAIN INDUSTRIES - AS PROOF OF THE 
CONTINUING SOVIET SYMPATHY FOR TEE IRANIAN REVOLUTION. 

E. IHILE KHOMEINI IS NOT YiT BEI~G OPENLY CRITICIZED OR 
ATTACKED IN SOVIET MEDIA, HE IS HARDLY ~VER MENTIONED OR 
QUOTED IN A SENSE POSITIVE FOR TaE SOVIET ONION. THE 
CRITICISM IS DIRECTED AGAINST BIS ADVISERS, ALTHOUGH TliE 
SOVIET UNION iOULD HAV£ SUFFICIENT R~ASON FOR DIRECT 
CRITICISM OF KHOMEINI. T~IS SOVIET SELF-RESTRAINT IS OF 
A TACTICAL NATURE AND NOT A ~nESTION OF PRINCIPLE. TFE 
SOVIET SIDE HAS LITTLE - AND IDEOLOGICALLY NOTHING - IN 
COMMON ~ITH ~HOMEINI A~D HIS ISLAMIC R'VOLUTION. IN 
SOVIET EYES, HE FULFILLED HIS 'PROGRESSIVE' ROLE FOR TB~ 
SOVIiT UNION WHEN FE CONrRrPrTEJ •o ELIMINATING THE ~ESTERN 
INFLUENCE IN IRAN. 130MEINI WILL BF OFFICIALLY DROPPED 
~T Tqr SOVIET UNION WH1N T~• ISLAMIC REVOLUTION BiGINS 
TO TFRF,TEN VITAL SOVIET INTiRiSTS. THIS IS ILLUSTRATED 
Bf REP~ATID SOVIE~ CRITICISM OF ALL~GFD IRANIAN 
INTERFFRENCS IN INTEFNAL AFGbAN A•FAI1S. END 1EXT. 
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lTAGS: NATO, lR, UR 5 T0'1SETH, YICTO!l L~)_Oll-P. 
iSUBJECT: POLADS DISCUSSION AND SOVIET RELATIONS WITH IRAN 

'REF: USNATO 5423 

'

!. (C-ENTIRE TEXT.) 

2. THE MESSAGE REFERRED 

'

WAS THE ONE CARRIED BY IRI~r:~ THE BELCIAN REP PRESUMABLY 
'?OBAMMAI; MOKRI i'HEN AMBASSADOR TO MOSCOW · 
1EX'! READS AS FOLLOW~~ REgENTLY RETORNE:C TO THE USSR. THE 

~ t~;~· S ~2~~'1 ~x; EILENCY. U~N nE B~~z:~~V ~X~fi~N"l~~M~:, JUNE 23, 
•'rNz; MESSAGE A~~r:ii:i:PRESIDIUM. I THANK You FOR rou~HE 
TOiiHD~ TBE ISLA'1IC R~~~id~T~~EST YOU HAVE EXPREs::· 
GCL FO.tt THE PROSPERITY ANIJ IRAN. r PRAT 1TO ·n·,.C:HTY 

_ TH1 USSR, AND I HOPE THAT 
0

:CELIIERANCE OF THE PEOPLE OF 
~ASEL O~ TdE UNITY OF EXPRE~~I~SLAMIC ~EPU~LIC, WHICH IS 
t!ORTEY ISLA'1IC REVOLUTION AND T:/llIJ ON THE BASIS OF THE 
SATANIC REGIME WILL p ABOLUTION OF THE • 
ANr ALLIANCE OF THE NATi~~sAo:o~~HWHILE ROLE IN THE UNITY 
ACHIEVE PEACE AND rao E WORLD WILL TRY -~ 
~ATION AND ISLAM. ROg~~~iIT, AS IT IS THE liISH OF.OUR 
3. ~ WE FOUND TH! FR(; PAP.Ell ~R~~~~AVI KHOMEINI. END Q110TE. 
"iF1TING QUITE GOOD WF TED AT THE JULY 26 
CAU~oT ON THE HORNS OF A ii~o, TEND To SEE THE sovirTs 
niIHE WERE SEVERAL PO LEMMA IN IRAN. liE THIN~ 
CUT THEIR TIES WITH T~iIBLE FACTOR~ THAT LED THEM TO 
ALLIANCE WITH !HOMEINI A~~AH AND SLEK AN EOUALLY UNHOLY 
INCLUDE: HIS ISLAMIC MOVEMUT. TfiESE 

- --THE LAC~ OF ALTERNA I ~ 
SFEMED TO HOLL ALL THE T YES. LAST liIN'l'ER KHOr-'.EINI 
ccor.MUN!ST) PARTY WAS .. i!~:c~. THE PRO-MOSCOW TU.DEH 
CREt!TEr IN IRAN ITSELT ND H~D BEEN LARGELY DIS-
S IVE POLITICAL GROUPINGS ~~:::B •~RE NO OTHER "'PROGRES-
CHALLENGE KHOMEINI OR PR"PARE . TRONG ENOUGH TO 
AGAINST HIM. ~ D TO WORK ~ITH THE SOVIETS 

- ~HE HO~E OF FROFITTIN" • CLE y 1HE NUMBER ONE ~ AT OUR EXPENoE. wF l:E"E 
FOP Br VIRTUE 0!' ou/g~;tg~/~EMY FQR THE A~TI-S!;AH 

J .OR ~ND LONJ A~SOC!ATION 
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~ITH ~!~. TSE SOVI!TS WiR! 50,!,~lT VUL\iBIHLE ON "li'T 
sccrr AS ~fLL, BUT RF.L~T!VELY MUCi! LESS THA~ >'E. THE . 
FROSPECT or CO~S!DERABLI DIMINUTION OF OUR INFLUENCE IK 
JRAK COULD NOT RUT BE wELCOMED BY THE SOVIETS, EVE~ IF 
TEIIR OWN PROSPECTS FOR GAININ~ INFLUE~CE tERE 
PRO?LEHlIC. 

- --rnE FEAR OF INSTABILITY ON THE USSR'S SOUTHERN 
FIAN:;. >ROM OUR FROSPECTIVE IT HPEl.RS THAT, ilHILE 
ALWAYS ALERT TO '.J'A~E ADVANTA;}E OF TURMOIL, MOSCOW DOES 
NOT SEEK TUR,OIL FOR TURMOIL'S SAKE. WITH TH~ DEPARTURE 
OF ~HE SHAH, KHOMEINI'S ISLAMIC MOVEMENT SEEMED TO OF!ER 
TEE ONLY POSSIBIL·JTY OF A RAPID R~!MPOS!TION OF ST,RON, 
CENTRAL AUTHORITY. 

- --THE DESIRE TO PROTICT ITS ECONOMIC STA~E IN IRAN. 
hHIIE ~OT LARGE BY COMPARISON WITH SOME OF THE WES°&'11_N 
!I~DUSTRIALIZED NATIONS, THE USSR HAD DONE A GROWING 
~VOLUME or BUSINESS ~ITH IRAN IN RECENT YEARS. GAS 
-PROVIDED THROUGH !GAT-1, THE SUBSTANTIAL SURE OF 
icoNSTRUCTION OF IGAT-II RESERVED FOR THE S~VIETS, AND 

1HE ?P.OFITS' Ti!:i:Y STOOD TO '1AU FROM TRILAhRAL TRADE I,N 
bAs TtRCIJGH IT HRE OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE TO MOSCO'li. 
f4, THFRR STILL IS NO IMMEDIATE UTF.RNATIVE TO ~HOMEINI, 
~A FACT 'r/E AU JNCI.INEt TO VIEi AS THE MAIN RUSON THE 
"SOVl!TS EAVE NOT YE! RFJECTED Hl'1 AND HIS''10VE'1ENT. ·THERE 
!ARE HOWEVER A'\PIE REASONS "BY THEY MIGHT AT !.EAST CCN
§iir~R.TURNIN~ All!KST HIM. FOR EIAMPLE,.WHILE THE NEW 
~AUTHORITIES IN IRAN HAVE DEALT WITH US AND THE SOVIFTS 
• rn A MORE FVE~-HN'JED MHNER THAN w~s TRUE UNDER THE 

SfAq, T~I SOVIETS PiOBABLY FIND RELATIVELY LITTLE 
CCNSCH'l'ION rn TUT SINCE BOT!! PA~TIES AltE FREQUENTLY 
-S !NlLlL OUT· FOR CRITICISM BY 1'i!E !SLAt'IC CROWD. MOREOVER, 
TfE REALITIES OF IRAN'S SITUATION ~RE BEGINNIN~ TO HAVE 
AN EFFECT' ON AT LEAST THE PGOI '5 PERCEPTION OF WHERE ITS 
INTFRFSTS LIE ANE THIS PERCEPTION DOES NOT GENERALLY 
FAVOn TnE SOVIET POSITION IN IRAN. A CASE IN POINT IS 
THE CONT'INUING UNR.EST IN KURLESTAN WHERE T·HE POSSIBILITY 
OF ETE~IC INSURGENCY HAS BROU~HT HOME THE NEED FOR A 
MILITlRY C!PA~ILITY TO tEAL 'rl!TB IT. THIS IN TURN BAS, 
SPAR'iED ·rnTF.REST IN RENEWING A MILITARY SUPPLY RELATION-
n 
#8828 
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SHIP WITH THE U.S. 

lrURTHER, SIX MONTHS AFTER THE REVOLUTION, THE POLITIClL 
LSITUATlON IN IRAN REMAINS IN A STATE OF FLUX. THE PGOI 

HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO ASSERT ITS PRIMACY IN ~ATT!RS OF 
~GOVERNMENTAL ADMINISTRATION AND THE IN?ORMAL GOVERNYENT 

STRUCTURE, THE REVCLUTIONARY COMMITTEES AND THEIR 
'~DJUNCTS, WHICH OFTEN EXERCISE REAL POLITICIL POWER, 
lsEEMS INCAPABLE IN TECHNICAL TERMS OF ADMINISTERING 

l
f~A~'S AFFAIRS ON A NATIONAL BASIS. THE SOVIETS MUST 
V IE'll THE UNC"ER'l'AIN PROSPECTS FOR STABILITY IN BAN, 
fARTICULARLY wHEN INSTABILITY 2ERE THR;ATENS SCVIET 
INTERESTS IN SUCH FLACES AS AFGH~NISTAN, WITH SOME 

i CONCERN. . 

fi. FINALLY, TH! SOVIETS RAVE FARED ~O BETTER THAN ANfONE 
P'.LSE IN DOING BUSINESS IN POST-REVOLUTIO~ARY IRAN. G~S 
SHIPMENTS THROUGH IGAT-I STILL HAVE NOT ATTAINtD THE 
LEVEL OF VOLUME WHICH PERTAINED PRIOR TO THE REVOLUTION. 
MOliEOVER, THE IRANIANS HAVE ASKED THAT THE PRICE TEE 
SOVIETS SAY FOR THE GAS THEY ARE GETTIN~ BE RENEGOTIATED 
UU~ARCS, AND THEY APPARENTLY INTEND NOT TO BUILD IGA.T-iI 
AT ALL. • 
7. VE AGREE V ITH THE FRG PAPER THAT "KHOMEINI !ILL BB 
OFFICIALLY DROPPED BY THE SOVIET UNION WHEN THE ISLAMIC 
REVOLUTIOI\ BEG INS TO THREATEN VITAL SOVIET INTERESTS •.. 
HOWEVER, THAT DE~ARCATION IS NOT A FIN~ LINE EASILY 
DISTINGUISHED. r/E SENSE THAT THE SOVIETS MAY HAVE Bt!;UN 
THE PROCESS OF RE-EXAMINING TREIR POLICY TOWARDS 
KHOMEINI, ·BUT A.S YET HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO DETERMINE THAT 
IT IS TIME TO CHANGE COURSE. THE RESULT IS A CERTAIN 
AMBIVALENCE TOWARD IRAN AND THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTION THAT 
MAY PERSIST SO LONG AS THE SITUATION HERE REMAINS AS 
MUDDLED AS IT HAS FOR THE LAST SEVERAL MONTHS. LAI~G!~ 
BT 
#8828 
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Iranian Political Parties 

The Charge - Mr. L. B. Laingen 

While more than 150 political organizations of one sort or 
another have declared themselves to the public in the six 
months since the Revolution, very few of these can be considered 
political parties in the classical sense of the word. Most 
would more accurately be described in Persian terms as Doreh, 
circles of individuals coming together for a common purpose 
under the personal sponsorship of a leading member. As such, 
they tend to be small and subject to great vicissitudes. 
Further, while these political organizations are in principle 
based upon an ideology, the exigencies of the moment often make 
for rather odd alliances. Witness the Tudeh Party's current 
support for the Islamic Republic. 

What follows, then, is at best a rough outline of the most 
significant of Iran's political organizations. These have been 
divided into several broad categories on the basis of ideological 
orientation, but these categories suggest nothing at all of 
relationships among groups within a particular category or 
possible relationships from one -category to another. 

Islamic Organizations: 

The Islamic Republican Party Headed by Khomeini confidant· 
and reputed member of the Revolutionary Council Or. Mohammad 
Beheshti, the Islamic Republican Party currently enjoys the 
broadest popular support of any political organizat.ion operating 
in Iran. However, it is not clear· that it possesses an organiza
tional structure in anything more than theory. Only time will 
tell whether it is a mere ·reflection of Khomeini's current 
popularity or an institution capable of surviving him. The 
Party's platform, to the extent one exists, favors a rigidly 
theocratic form of government. 

The Muslim People's Republican Party - Little is known about 
the party's Secretary General, a man named Alizadeh, but it is 
widely perceived that the party itself is the political vehicle 
of Ayatollah Kazem Shariat-Madari. While favoring a strong Islamic 
content in government, the party's platform is less rigidly 
theocratic than that ~f the Islamic republican party. Further, 
1 t has an important ethnic orienta.tion, enjoying particular 

(• support among Azari Turks. 
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The Mojahedin-E-Khalq - The Mojahedin began as a para-military 
movement in opposition to the Pahlavi regime, then became an 
ufubrella organization for a wide variety of groups vaguely 
identified with Islam, and more recently still has begun to 
fragment into a number of component elements which are frequently 
in conflict with one another. The most openly political element 
is headed by Masoud Rajavi, a young man who often identifies more 
closely with radical political groups of the left than with 
conservativ~ Islamic organizations. 

Forghan - Forghan is a small group dedicated to Islam without 
the Ulema. It has chosen terrorism as its preferred means of 
politica~ expression. 

Right Wing and National Parties: 

Pan Iranist Party - Headed by former Maj ·.es member Mohsen 
Pezeshkpour, the Pan Iranist Party has been around since the 
1950's. Dedicated to the principle of a greater Iran (includin< 
the recapture of Bahrain and lands lost to czarist Russia), 
the Pan Iranists have not been above resorting to political 
expediency to stay in business. In 1975 the Pan Iranist Party 
accepted bloc status in the Rastakhiz Party, Iran's single 
legal party between that year and 1978. 

The Iranian People's Party - Led by Minister of Labor Darioush 
Fbrouhar, the Iranian People's Party was until about two months 
ago a component of the National Front. 

Secular, Non-Marxist Organizations: 

The National Front - The National Front is not really a party 
but rather a collection of parties. With the departure of 
Forouhar, the disembowelment o-f the Iran Party following Shapur 
Bakhtiar's acceptance of the Premiership in Janua:y, and g:owing 
independence of the Liberation Movement of Iran since ~.1ehd7 
Bazargan has been Prime Minister, however, the col~ection is at . 
present quite diminished. The creation of the National Democratic 
Front under Hedavatollah Matin-Daftari also had the effect of 
'drawing away much potential support from secular oriented Iranians 
under fifty. The result has been to leav7 the National.Front 
as an organization with a lot of aging chiefs(e.g., Karim 
Sanjabi) but very few Indians of any age. 

The National Democratic Front - The National Democratic Front 
is less a front than a party although by its own admission 
little has been done to create an orqanizational structure. The 
Front is clearly searching for a niche. It often vacillates 
between staking. out a position as the non-Marxis~ secular . 
opposition to the Islamic crowd and joining Muslin know-nothings 
in attacks on imperialism of East and West. 
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The.Liberation Movement ~f Ira~ Ostensibly led by Prime 
Minister Bazargan, the.L7beration Movement of Iran has occupied 
a ra~her anamolous position for the last six months. Its 
leading members, as part of the PGOI, have not participated, 
at least openly, in party activities. Nonetheless some of 
their prestige as key m~bers of the PGOI has redo~nded to 
the party's advantage. For example, it fielded a separate 
slate of candidate~ for the assembly of experts elections, 
a degree of independence other so-called components of the 
National Front did not have. 

The Radical Movement - Headed by Rahmatollah Moghadam
Maragheie, the Radical Movement is also a scrnetimes associate 
of the.National.Fr~nt. It does not have a particularly larg.e 
following, but is important because of its links to such 
organizations as the Lawyers Association and its base among 
the Azari Turks. Moghadam-Maragheie himself was elected to the 
Assembly of experts from East Azarbaijan. He was sponsored 
by both his own party and the Muslim People's Republican 
Party. 

Marxist Organizations: 

T~e Tud7h Party The Tudeh, presently led by Nourollah 
Kia~o~ri, has b7en ~round as long as almost any other Iranian 
political organization and, while having a limited following, 
is structured along the lines of a true political party. For 
the moment, the Tudeh is pursuing a policy of a united Front 
with the Islamic Movement. 

The Fedayan-E-Khalq-E-Iran The Fedayan, like the Mojahedin, 
began as a Para-Military Organization in opposition to the 
Pahlavi Regime. It continues to regard itself primarily in 
those terms, although in recent months it has behaved more and 
more like a political organization. The Fedayan fielded a 
small slate of candidates for the Assembly of experts elections 
and campaigned hard during the brief period allotted for such 
activities. It also publishes a newspaper, Kar, which is 

' heavily political in content. 

The Socialist Workers Party - Led by a young American educated 
radical, Babak Zahraie, the i'!ocialist '.iorkers Party appears to 
have a miniscule following. Its primary significance is the 
attention it has received from the Revolutionary Committee 
structure. An unusually high proportion of party members appear 
to have been singled out by the Islamic Movement for harassment. 

Ethnic Parties: 

The Kurdish Democratic Party - led by Abdel Rahim Ghasemlou, 
the Kurdish Democratic Party seems to have a vaguely leftist 
orientation but in actuality is based primarily on its ethnic 
identification. The party itself was initially just one of 
several contenders for support among the Kurdish population, 
but in recent weeks Sheikh Ezzedin Hcsseini, the singular most 
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popular religious figure in Kurdestan, has made a number of 
statements which seem to favor the Kurdish Demorcratic Party 
over other Kurdish political organizations. Ghasemlou was 
elected to the Assembly of experts from West Azarbaijan. 

-4· 

The Muslim Arabs political organization - This organization 
seems to be a quite recent political phenomenon. Little 
is known about it except for its platform of demanding more 
rights for Iranian Arabs in Khuzestan Province. It boycotted 
the Assembly of experts elections, a telling comment on its 
political strength, even among ethnic Arabs. 
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THREAT ASSESSMENT 

Threat Statement 

(LOU) Iran is a country of contrasts, constraints, 

and uncertainties. What exists in Iran today may not 

exist tomorrow. The country is in a continual state of 

flux and the security situation can, at this point in 

time, be described only as tenuous at best. There is 

widespread civil disorder in the countryside, particu

larly in areas inhabited by Iranian Kurds and, most 

recently, in Khorramshahr. Security of the U.S. com

pound in Tehran is improving; however, tQis should not 

be construed to mean that one is necessarily safe when 

on the compound. 

Religious and Political Complexities 

(U) The roots of the current unrest go back 

several centuries. The Shi'ite Moslem Sect, to which 

most Iranian Moslems belong, has traditionally opposed 

any kind of secular government. The Shi'ites have no 

religious hierarchy as do Western religions. Individual 

mullahs (clergymen) acquire followings of their own. 
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Through education, spiritualism, and leadership, a 

mullah may reach the prestigious level of mujtahid 

and then command a much larger following which would 

include other mullahs and their followings. Prior to 

and following the demise of the Peacock throne, the 

most influential mujtahid has been Ayatollah Ruhollah 

Khomeini, a long-time outspoken opponent of. the 

government and of Iran's ties with the United States. 

There are three major facets of the clergy's dissatis

faction. The Shi'ite clergy in 1906 succeeded in 

forcing the government to include in the new constitu

tion a clause setting up a Supreme Religious Council, 

which in effect had veto power over all legislation 

considered to conflict with the teachings of the 

Koran. The Council was dissolved shortly after the 

Shah Reza Pahlavi took over in 1921. The clergy has 

demanded reinstatement of this Council with the same 

powers. The recently departed Shah's land reform 

program and the emancipation of women are the other 

primary areas of clergy discontent. In 1963 when the 

Shah enacted a land reform program, the holdings of 

the mosques--which are considerable--were confiscated 

NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS//NOT RELEASABLE 
TO cm1TRACTORS OR CONTRACTOR/CONSULTANTS 

SECRET ----
127 



and, along with privately owned estates, were redis

tributed to the peasants. Stripped of this wealth 

and to a certain extent of their power, the Moslem 

leaders have been working for the return of their 

land. The clergy also opposed the Shah's emancipa-

tion of women. 

(U) Khomeini's defenders argue that his cam

paign over the years to oust the Shah from the Peacock 

throne was in keeping with the Shi'ite tradition. In 

contrast to religious leaders in such countries as 

Saudi Arabia or the United Arab Emirates, Iranian 

mullahs have traditionally adopted a critical stance 

toward the ruling establishment, operating in effect 

as a theological opposition. Persian Shi'ite mullahs 

were engaged in power struggles with emperors in the 

17th and 19th centuries. In 1892, for example, re-

ligious leaders directed a massive sit-in protest 

against the reigning monarch's allocation to the 

British of the Iranian tobacco monopoly. They also 

con-weighed heavily in the drawing up of Iran's 1906 

stitution which was based in its secular details on 

that of Belgium and which the Shah and his autocratic 
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father repeatedly violated by suppressing political 

rights. 

(C) Ayatollah Kh~meini seems increasingly frus-

trated over opposition to his Islamic republic and 

continued terrorist attacks on his close associates. 

Both moderate and leftist secularists view Khomei,lni 's 

strident criticism of them as evidence of a growing 

clerical fascism and dictatorship. Secularists are 

reportedly disturbed by unpublicized portions of 

Khomeini's message to Prime Minister Bazargan on 

May 26, 1979, calling for a referendum on the con-

stitution to be held soon. The message indicated 

that representatives will not be elected but "called" 

to join. This is being interpreted to mean that 

Khomeini intends that the constitutional process 

be controlled by the Islamic movement to minimize 

dissent. Recent anti-American demonstrations and 

Khomeini's statement indirectly blaming the United 

States for the attempted assassination of Ayatollah 

Hashemi Rafsanjani have added to the concern among 

many secularists over the future course of Khomeini's 

xenophobia. More and more secular Iranians view 
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Khomeini's political and social attitudes as neither 

practical nor feasi~le. It is uncertain whether the 

Ayatollah'& recent conduct will generate cooperation 

between leftist and moderate secularists or provoke 

them into action, but groups across the political 

spectrum are increasingly critical of the aims Of 

the revolution. (RDS-1--5/29/2009) 

(C) With the collapse of the Pahlavi system a 

pronounced proclivity for political fractionalization 

rapidly reasserted itself. This fractionalization is 

not simply vertical, i.e., an ideological division 

between the Marxist Left and the Islamic Right but 

multidirectional. This accounts both for odd alli-

ances, such as that between some members of the 

Islamic Mujahidin-E-Khalq and the Marxist Fedayee 

(formerly the Charikha-ye-Fedai-ye-Khalq), and for 

the apparent anomaly of the Provisional Government's 

slow progress in asserting its authority in the wake 

of the revolution's lighting victory over the old 

regime. These divisions have manifested themselves 

in some five different ways: ideological, genera

tional, sociological, ethnic, and administrative. 
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The most significant political groups are the secular 

Marxists and the proponents of a government based 

on a fundamentalist interpretation of Islamic tenets. 

Also evident earlier was the coalescence of "modernist• 

political sentiment into a significant political force. 

With the rapid fall of the former regime, this politi

cal middle group fell into total disarray. However, 

now it appears to be regrouping and adding its voices 

to the many others. The differences in outlook range 

in terms of age from Khomeini and his religious peers 

in their sev t · t th en ies o e teen~aged guerrilla fighters. 

Under the best of circumstances, it is difficult for 

the generations to communicate with one another. In 

this instance, there are signs of growing resentment 

between the youthful street fighters and the older 

generation. The young generation views itself as 

having made the revolution a success, and were 

prepared to give up their lives for the movement. 

As a consequence and reward, they want a greater 

voice in consolidating the revolution's gains than 

they believe they now are being given. Sociologi

cally, one sees modernist versus traditionalist 
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sentiments, a split within economic classes. 
Ethnically, 

evl.dent d1"vision is in the demand~ the most immediately 

for autonomy emanating from Kurdestan. There are a 

whether based on linguistic variety of distinct groups, 

differences (the Turkic speakers of Azerbaijan and 

Khuzes tan) and/or confessional 
the Arabic speakers of 

. Kurds and the Baluchis), which differences (~he Sunni 

. d themselves as apart from have traditionally v1ewe 

the mainstream of Persian culture. Administratively, 

h d 1 Sys tems of the Provisional 
one must deal with t e ua 

those Of the revolutionary "komitehs." 
·Government and 

(GDS--2/27/85) 

(U) 
Terrorism is a fact of life in Iran and has 

·been throughout its history. In the past the two 

most significant terrorist organizations were the 

Mujahidin-E-Khalq (Peoples' Strugglers) and the 

Charikha-ye-Fedai-ye-Khalq (Peoples' Sacrifice 

Guerrillas or "Chariks"). A heretofore relatively 

taken credit for the most unknown group, Forgan, has 

most Vl.olent attacks which have been 
recent and 

irected against Khomeini's associates. 

detailed explanation of Forgan,) 

(See later 
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(S) The fractionalization of the Islamic movement 

and the many political groups competing for public favor 

may once again find the U.S. an attractive target for 

propaganda and aggression. This could further the 

growingly vocal anti-U.S. sentiment. Moreover, any 

political decisions which Iranians in general consider 

disadvantageous to them could trigger anti-U.S. demon-

strations. The street response to the May 17 Senate 

resolution is the most recent example. A threat can 

also stem from nearly anyone among the left-wing or 

right-wing political factions. On the Left there is 

the Tudeh Party (Communist and connected with the 

Czech, Soviet, and East German parties) and the 

Fedayee (Marxist). On the Right there is the 

Fedeyen-E-Islam, the Mujahidin-E-Khalq, and the 

Arujahiddin-E-Rhalq as well as other unidentified 

fragmented groups. There is also a PLO training 

detachment in Iran, ostensibly to train elements of 

the 1slamic Internal Defense Force. Reports con-

cerning the size of the group vary but an Embassy 

political officer has credible information indicating 

a force of approximately 250. Although this force 
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activities, it could also has been engaged ip training 

h d for an assault act as a spear ea on the Embassy or 

U.S. personne o 1 ff t he compound. Such a force, 

trained and disciplined, serious would pose a more 

that attacked the Embassy on threat than the elements 

February 14. (GOS--5/2/85) 

(U) MuJ"ahidin operated clanThe Chariks and the 

t he demise of the Peacock throne. destinely until Both 

be viable terrorist grou , . ps· however, groups continue to f 

d their directions o t nt change · both have, to some ex e , 

interest in recent months. 

(LOU) 1979 the U.S. Embassy in on February 14, 

d overrun by the Chariks, an orTehran was attacked an 

ganization not focused on American which had previously 

targets because they ld bring too felt such incidents wou 

from the strong a response Iranian secur1 "ty agencies. 

t in internal chaos, with the Iranian governmen 
However, taking control 
they struck and were quite successful, 

of the Embassy hundred Americans compound and nearly one 

Ambassador Sullivan. including then To add an even 

t hat came to the t the forces more disconcerting no e, 

t the time acting as the aid of the Americans and were a 
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Provisional Police, were ~embers of the Mujahidin. The 

Mujahidin since 1972 have assassinated six Americans 

(three military personnel and three Rpckwell Inter

national employees). They also attempted the bombing 

assassination of a U.S. Air Force brigadier general, 

the kidnapping of the American Ambassador, an~ mis-

takenly assassinated an Iranian employee of the U.S. 

Embassy (the actual target was a U.S. consular official). 

At the present time, an element of the Mujahidin pro-

tects the Embassy compound (see section titled "Security 

of the Compound" for a more detailed explanation). 

(U) Among the gravest problems for the Khomeini 

government is the capability of restive tribes and 

regional groups demanding autonomy to harass the be-

leaguered central authorities. The government is 

trying to rebuild the armed forces to a capability 

similar to that which they attained under the Shah. 

Iran's guerrilla groups are resisting this, trying 

instead to create a "people's army" run by soldier 

committees and elected officers. Several government 

attempts to dissolve these groups and seize their 

arsenals of weapons have failed. The guerrillas' 
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Comm 1.ttees and elected officers would concept of soldier 

· 1 th opportunity to take control of the give the guerr1l as e 

armed forces gradua y. 11 So f ar, the Islamic Mujahidin-E-

Khalq and the Marxist Fedayee have recruited enough members 

within the military to block the government's efforts. The 

Competing for control of the army's two guerrilla groups are 

lower ranks. The larger of the two, the Mujahidin, basi-

cally follows the tenets of Khomeini. It is an independent 

group, however, and has a more socialist revolutionary 

vision of Islamic society than does Khomeini or his 

Prime Minister, Mehdi Bazargan. The Fedayee, on the 

other hand, seeks a proletarian revolution leading to 

a communist state. 

The Mujahidin 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT) Fanatic religious conserva-

opposed the Shah's Iranian government tives, the Mujahidin 

because of the anti-religious aspects of its modernization 

1 those which diminished religious program, especial y 

leaders' powers and were blamed on Western influence. 

Called Islamic-Marxists, the group's Marxism denotes 

act 1·vi·sm more than philosophy while its Islamic political 

"t"on to societal inequities. component highlights oppos1 i 
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The leadership is more Marxist, the rank and file more 

religious. Founded in 1961, the Mujahidin underwent 

several reincarnations in the next decade. It adopted 

its present name in 1971. In 1972 Khomeini declared 

that it was the duty of all good Muslims to support the 

Mujahidin and overthrow the Shah. This edict gave the 

group legitimacy and enabled it to garner more widespread 

support. Its first anti-American action occurred in May 

1972 when the group attempted a bombing assassination of 

a U.S •. Air Force brigadier ge~eral. Its last significant 

anti-American act was the August 1976 assassination of 

the three Roc~well employees. An Iranian governmental 

group, the Joint Committee on Terrorism (JCT) then 

began an active campaign to eradicate both the Mujahidin 

and Chariks in late 1976-1977, and the last reported 

Mujahidin incident was the May 1977 surveillance of 

the Jewish Emigration Center in Tehran, an organiza-

tion associated with the Israeli legation in Iran. 

The JCT's encounter with the\Mujahidin in this instance 

occurred shortly before the arrival of Secretary of 

State Vance on his tyrst trip to Iran. (RDS-2--8/15/98) 
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The Chariks 

(S/NoroRN) A secular, revolutionary Marxist group, 

the Chariks advocated guerrilla warfare to overthrow 

the Shah. The Chariks identify more with Latin American 

revolutionaries than with the Soviet Union or People's 

Republic of ~hina. Formed in 1970-71 by activist, 

dissident members of the communist, Moscow-oriented 

Tudeh Party youth organization, the Chariks first 

attempted rural insurgency on the northern slopes of 

the Alborz Mountains between Tehran and the Caspian 

Sea. Later it engaged in urban actions, having been 

most active in early 1975. Prior to December 1977, 

Charik targets were almost exclusively Iranian: 

Iranian National Security and Intelligence Organization 

(SAVAK) personnel, police, military and government of

ficials. It first targeted Americans in December 1977 

when it claimed responsibility for bombing the lran

American Society. In January 1978, in a letter addressed 

to a u.s. defense contractor, the Chariks reconsidered 

its earlier position--that it was a waste of resources 

to target Americans--and stated a new interest in them 

as lucrative targets. (RDS-2--8/15/98) 
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Forgan - The Incidents 

(C/NOFORN) Forgan first "reared its ugly head" when 

~t claimed credit for the April 23, 1979 assassination 

of the Provisional Government's former Chief of Staff, 

General Mohammed Vali Gharani, who was forced to resign 

under criticism for the Army's handling of the Kurdish 

autonomists. On May 1, 1979 Ayatollah Morteza Motahari 

was assassinated as he was leaving the home of Yadollah 

Shahabi, Minister of State for Revolutionary Projects. 

Motahari was a member of the Revolutionary Council. He 

was reported to be head of the Revolutionary Council 

and to have had very tight personal security. He died 

from three shots in the head. In calls to all inter-

national news agencies the evening of May 6, 1979, a 

caller, claiming to be from Forqan, stated that the 

assassination of Motahari was carried out to further 

their.ideals (NFI). The caller stated that next on 

Forqan's list were Ibrahim Yazdi, Mehdi Hadavi (Chief 

Public Prosecutor), Sadeq Ghotbazadeh, Abbas Amir-

Entezam and the entire membership of the Revolutionary 

Council. The caller claimed to have names and pictures 

of every council member. (GDS--5/6/85) 
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(C/NOFORN) On May 25, 1979 Forgan attempted to 

a~sassinate Koj3tvlleslam Hashemi Rafsanjani, 45, a 

hardline anti-Communist religious leader. He was 

seriously wounded in a struggle with two gunmen who 

made their way into his Tehran home while he was at 

prayers. Rafsanjani was a close Khomeini aide and was 

reported to be a member of the Revolutionary Council. 

Khomeini and Iranian ayatollahs immediately blamed the 

United States and "made-in-America" Iranian leftists for 

the assassination attempt. Khomeini stated, "America an 

the other super powers must know ••• that they cannot 

assassinate our revolution with these foolish efforts." 

In a message to the nation on May 28, 1979, Tehran's 

Islamic Revolutionary Court charged that Forgan was 

established by the CIA's former director Richard Helms 

who later served as U.S. Ambassador to Iran. On May 29 

1979, Forgan announced its intention to make another 

attempt to assassinate Rafsanjani. Khomeini reportedly 

has tightened security for himself and other leaders in 

light cf Forgan's death list. He has ordered the centr 

military police to take over security from the unoffici 

militia. (GDS--5/29/85) 
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(C) Information received June 11, 1979 indicates 

that Forgan may have identified its 
next target, Brigadier 

General Noureddin Most Abedi, Director General of the 

Army Medical Services. 
This is the first time a specific 

target has been identified. (GDS--6/11/85) 

Forgan - Background 

{U) Forgan reportedly was t bl" h es a is ed some four yearf 

ago as a small purist religious group with no previous 

history of violence. 
It took its name from a Koranic 

term meaning "Holy Book" or "the d1"fference 
between tr:.ith 

and falsehood." It · b 
is elieved to be politically leftist. 

Its main direction of interest currently is its opposition 

to the clergy's rol · th e in e new Iranian government. 

(U) Gharani was assassinated because he had been 

"sentenced 

during the 

to a revolutionary execution for his treason" 

Shah's regime and for his hard-line role in 

crushing the Kurdish revolt in sanandaj in March. 
Fol-

lowing the assassination of Motahari, Forgan cited the 

"dictatorship of the mullahs" or Islami·c prayer leaders, 

and alleged suppression of Iranian. Kurds ,. among a list of 

reasons for the act. 
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Security of Americans 

(U) Prior to the evacuation of the majority of 

Americans from Tehran, harassing activities were expe

rienced by hundreds of American military and civilian 

personnel. Telephone calls threatening death to the 

recipients if they did not leave the country were al

most daily occurrences prior to the major evacuat·ion 

of Americans from Iran. Threatening warnings were 

'd aff1'xed to cars, or left in delivered to res1 ences, 

work areas. A number of these warnings were reproduced 

· and d1'sseminated en masse in both Isfahan in quantity 

and Tehran. American firms and schools with U.S. 

students were victimized by bomb threats. Another 

somewhat successful tactic was the promulgation of 

1
. ~uch as warnings that large numbers 

unsett 1ng rumors, -

of Americans would be killed on particular days. 

h k refused to sell to Sporadically, local s op eepers 

· b dr1'vers declined to accept U.S. Americans; tax1ca 

f and Propane dealers opted not to 
citizens as ares; 

h gas needed to operate stoves and 
sell Americans t e 

other household appliances. There were also attacks 

on the personal property of or places frequented by 
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Americans. Private vehicles were set on fire, firebombs 

tossed through private residence windows, and a number of 

restaurants in Tehran, Isfahan, and Shiraz which catered 

to foreigners were attacked, bombed, and set afire. 

(S) Anti-U.S. feelings, which appeared to have abated 

several months ago following the evacuation of most America: 

are on the increase. The fractionalization of the Islamic 

movement and the many political groups competing for public 

favor may once again find the U.S. an attractive target for 

propaganda and aggression. Recent demonstrations protestin 

Senator Jacob Javits' resolution on Iran point out the fact 

that any political decision which Iranians in general con

sider disadvantageous to them could trigger anti-U.S. 

demonstrations and/or incidents. In this regard; a decisio 

to allow the deposed Shah and or family members to visit 

or settle in the United States could have serious conse

quences. The Iranian reaction would probably be immediate 

and possibly violent. Such a decision would probably-be 

the one cohesive and unifying- factor in the entire Iranian 

political spectrum. (GDS--5/2/85) 

Security of the Compound 

(S) At present the compound is protected by an 

element of the Mujahidin led by Mashallah Kashani who 
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claims to hold credentials directly from Khomeini. His 

forces, which supposedly number approximately 40 with 

a reserve located in two mosques in the area, are un-

trained, lack discipline, and are armed with a variety 

of weapons (some stolen from the U.S. Embassy) as well 

as radio equipment removed from the Chancery on Febru-

ary 14, 1979. Foreign Service personnel report that 

only five to ten of these guards are on the compound 

during daylight hours. During evening hours th~ forces 

increase to fifteen or twenty. Periodic checks at night 

usually find most, if not all, the troops asleep. 

(GDS--5/2/85) 

(S) Of definite concern is the Embassy's lack of 

control over the after-hour activities of Mashallah and 

his troops. He has used the Embassy compound to run his 

own revolutionary and intelligence operations. He has 

brought SAVAK agents on the compound and used the motor-

pool office for interrogation purposes. Upon learning o 

the possibility that Mashallah may have tortured a pris-

oner on the compound, the Charge ordered these activitiE 

stopped. It is believed that this activity ceased; how

ever, Mashallah has found other ways to amuse himself. 

NO'l' RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS//NOT RELEASABLE 
TO CONTRACTORS OR CONTRACTOR/CONSULTANTS 

144 
SECRET ----

He has run an 
operation against 

Iranians f-om the Soviets and 1 
• the compound. a so some 

An Embassy vehicle 
was used in 

the s · e1zure of three 
Soviets 

off the rear of th , 
e compound. 

and the safehouse was located 

each other and at unk 
nown 

Indiscriminate 

persons firi 
shooting at 

durin d g arkness is ng at the compound 
another inherent 

and his Mujahidin. problem with Masha11ah 
Lastly, Mashallah 

trol access to the and his forces con-
compound. Th 

generally obstruct 
normal access 

ey threaten, 
abuse, and 

to the compound. 
Attempts are being d 

ma e for pol ice 
forces 

some of the security 

(GDS--5/2/8 5 ) 

to gradually t 

responsibilities 
ake over 

of the Mujahidin. 

~~tin th~ p . 
~~Y_2.nces 

(C) Nationalist ·--
groups, who Were 

until the downfall of active underground 
the Shah, are now 

full autonomy f . openly demanding 
or their ethnic 

Kurds in the west groups. This includes the 

' the Baluchis in the south•··est, and 
the Azeris in the ~ 

northwest. 

pression of hostility 
occurred in 

The most 
recent open ex-

Khorramshar on M 1979 following an incident . . ay 30, 

man killed 

the port. 

J.n which 
t a revolutionary guards-wo Arabs in th 

e course of 
Th a labor dispute at 

e Arab community 
attacked the 

port and public 

i 



buildings. Large-scale arson and gun battles ensued with 

reportedly several hundred casualties. (XDS-4-lS/39/99) 

(U) Recent.incursions by the Iraqi ·Air Force in 

cross-border attacks on 'Kurdish strongholds, particularly 

those of Jalal Talabarii's organization, have caused much 

'Kurdish resentment towards the Provisional Government of 

Iran. The Shab had an agreelllE!nt with Iraq which allowed 

the Kurds to basically live in peace without fear of 

Iraqi reprisals. This agreement now appears to have 

been invalidated by the Iraqis. 
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