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SUBJECT: ALI AMINI MOVES 
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1. BOSTON GLOBE'S STEVE ERLANGER (PROTECT) IN CONVERSATION WITH 

EMBOFF SAID FORMER PRIME MINISTER ALI AMINI TOLD HIM NOV 20 

THAT OPPOSITION WAS COMING TO AGREEMENT ON COALITION GOVERNMENT. 

WITijOUT NAMING INDIVIDUAL, AMINI SAID CANDIDATE PRIME MINISTER 

HAD BEEN CHOSEN WHO HAD BEEN OUT OF POLITICS FOR 15 YEARS 

BUT WAS A RESPECTED INDIVIDUAL WITH CONSIDERABLE EXPERIENCE. 

AMINI SAID HE WAS MEETING WITH BAZAARIS NOV 23 TO DISCUSS 

SUPPORT FOR SUCH A COALITION GOVERNMENT. IDEA INCLUDED CON

CURRENT NAMING OF ADVISORY COUNCIL TO SHAH WHICH WOULD CONSIST 

OF OLDER OPPOSITION LEADERS, LEAVING ROOM IN PROPOSED CABINET 

FOR YOUNGER, MORE DYNAMIC OPPOSITIONISTS AS WELL AS SOME 

INDIVIDUALS WHO HAD SERVED AS UNDERSECRETARIES IN MINISTRIES. 

AMINI WOULD NAME NO NAMES. 

2. IN COURSE OF TWO-HOUR CONVERSATION, AMINI SAID SHAH MUST 
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'RAFTED SY: DRAFl"lNG DA.TEI TEL. EXT. 

OL:JDStempel:la~~-__ __,__=11~-~2=2~----~D~CM~:"'-"'~"'-----------

~~~~~~~mbrakis~ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
CL~~S.!_~ICATION 

50152~101 r 

OPTIONAL FOAM 152(H) 
(Formerly FS-413(H)) 

January 1975 
Oept. of Statti 



150152-201 

CONFIDENTIAL Page_2_of 
f, 1'--' -

Classification 

STAY, NOT ONLY BECAUSE HE IS NATIONAL LEADER, BUT 

BECAUSE "ARMY WOULD FALL APART" IF HE LEFT. ERLANDER 

ADDED THAT HIS OWN MEETINGS WITH A FEW SELECTED MIDDLE-

GRADE OFFICERS TO WHOM HE HAD BEEN INTRODUCED THROUGH 

FRIENDS CONFIRMED FACT THAT ARMY WAS BASICALLY LOYAL TO 

SHAH. IF HE WENT, HOWEVER, JUNIOR OFFICERS WOULD NOT 

NECESSARILY FEEL CONSTRAINED TO LINE UP WITH THEIR 
~G.,.> IOQS 
~b!t'l:'OR:S. (COMMENT: WHILE EMBASSY DOES NOT AGREE WITH 

MRN 

AMINI STATEMENT THAT ARMY WOULD "FALL APART" BASIC 

LOYALTY OF SENIOR OFFICERS REMAINS WITH SHAH. AND ANY 

SCENARIO WHICH PUT HIM IN SERIOUS TROUBLE WOULD SIGNIFI

CANTLY INCREASE INTERNAL STRESSESI AMONG IRANIAN 

MILITARY) 
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SUBJECT: Z>MBl'.SSADOR' S MEETINGS WITH SHARIF-EMAMI AND ALI
AMIMI 
1. I MET SEPARATELY AND CONSECUTIVELY AFTERNOON NOVEMBER 

24 WITH EX-PRIME MINISTERS SHARIF-EMAMI AND ALI-AMINI • 

THE TWO MEN OFFER AN INTERESTING CONTRAST. SHARIF-EMAMI 

IS THE HEAVY, SLOW> GERMAN-TRAINED AC.OLY'rE OF THE SHAH, 

WHO HAS HANDLED THE ACCOUNTS OF THE PAHLEVI FOUNDATION 

AND WAS THE SHAH'S CHOICE AS THE LA::iT LEADER IN HIS 

CAMPAIGN OF LIBERALIZATION. ALI-AMINI IS AN ELFIN LITTLE 

MAN; FRENCH-EDUCATED, PEFSONALLY WEALTHY, IRREVERANT ABOUT 

THE SHAH, AND THE FAIR-HAIRED AMERICAN PROTEGE OF THE 

KENNEDY PERIOD. 

2. SHARIF-EMAMI, WHOM I MET ALONE IN THE HOME OF THE 

ZIAI mJTHERS, GAVE ME A LONG RECITAL OF A PROPOSAL MADE 

TO HIM BY MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL FRONT. IT WAS THE 

-~~S~ECRE~T"--~~~~~~
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FJ\MII,JJ\R C/\I.!. F'OR A RF.I.ENCY COUNCIL \'IHICH WOULD REPLACE 

THP: Sll/\11 /\Nil P/\SS THE AUTHORITY FOR FORMATION OF A NATIONAL 

COALITION GOVERNMENT ON TO SOME VAGUELY DEFINED GROUP WHO 

WOULD THEN HOLD FREE ELECTIONS AND ASSURE THE RETENTION 

OF TllE MON/\RCIIY FOR THE CROWN PRINCE, 

3. I GAVE HIM A FEW WELL-CHOSEN GROUPS ON THE UNREALITY 

OF THIS PROPOSAL AND TOLD HIM THAT IT HAD BEEN MADE TO ME 

INDIRECTLY A'!:' LEAST THREE TIMES. I·. STRESSED THAT THERE 

COULD BE NO COMPROMISE WITH KHOMEINI, THAT THE SHAH HAD TO 

REMAIN AS BOTH KING AND COMMANDER-It-. -CHIEF; AND THAT THE 

NATIONAL FRONT HAD TO FACE THOSE FACTS AS REALITY. I WAS 

PARTICULARLY HEAVY HANDED IN MAKING TE1~SE POINTS, PARTLY 

BECAUSE I THINK SHARIF-EMAMI IS NOT VERY BRIGHT AND PARTLY 

BECAUSE I THINK HE MAY HAVE BEEN PUT UP TO THIS INTERVIE!'l 

BY THE SHAH 'l'O TEST OUR STEADFASTNESS. AT ANY :"U\TE, I 

MADE HIM REPEAT THE LESSON POINT-BY-POINT AFTER I FINISHED 

MY LECTURE TO BE SURE HE HAD IT RIGHT. 

4. AFTERWARDS, I URGED HIM AND THE ZIAI BROTHERS, WHO 

LATER JOINED US, TO WORK ON BAZAARIS, INDUSTRIALISTS, AND 

MULLAHS TO UNDERSTAND THAT THE SHAH WAS SINCERE IN SEEKING 

A DEMOCRATIC FUTURE AND TO DEFUZE TENSIONS IN THE PERIOD 

OF MOHARRAM, I STRESSED THAT THE SHAH WAS WILLING TO MEET 

ANY DOUBTERS PRIVATELY AND THAT THEY SHOULD HELP RECRUIT 

THOSE WHO WOULD BE INFLUENTIAL TO MEET WITH HIM. 
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Is. SUBSEQUENTLY, I SAW ALI-A.MIMI, WHO TOLD ME HE HAD AL~ 
BEEN DELUGED WITH THESE SAME OFFERINGS FROM THE Ni:l'IONAL 

FRONT AND HAD TOLD ALL OF THEM TO GO BACK AND GET THEIR 

HEADS RIGHT BEFORE TRYING TO PURSUE THEIR AMBITIONS, HE 

SAID HE HAD FOUND ONE SENSIBLE NATIONAL FRONT TYPE WHOM 

HE WAS BRINGING TO SEE THE SHAH THAT SAME EVENING. 

(I UNDERSTOOD IT TO BE FORMER MOSSADEQ MINISTER SADIQI, 
.·) ' 

17 
I 

ALTHOUGH AMIMI SEEMED A LITTLE CONFUSED. ABOUT HIS FIRST NA.ME,) 

AMIMI CONSIDERS HIM HONEST, REALISTIC, AND SENIOR TO 

SANJABI IN ··;;rn FRONT CONSTELLATION, HE BELIEVES THE 

SHAH COULD NAME HIM PRIME MINISTER IN A COALITION GOVERN

MENT. HE SA\.'3 THE BAZAARIS SUPPORT HIM AND THAT HE HAS 

THE SYMPATHY OF SHARIAT-MADARI. 

6. AMIMI ALSO TOLD ME OF HIS MEETINGb WITH UNIVERSITY, 

BAZAAR, AND INDUSTRIAL TYPES WHOM HE HAS BEEN ROUNDING 

UP TO MEET THE SHAH. HE WILL BRING THE UNIVERSITY GROUP 

TO SEE THE SHAH ON SATURDAY AND HOPES TO ·GET THE BAZAARIS 

TOGETHER BY MONDAY. 

7. I TOLD A.MIMI THAT I HAD DISCUSSED AT LENGTH WITH THE 

SHAH THE PROBLEM OF DISTRUST IN WHICH THE POLITICIANS AND 

BAZAARIS APPROACH THE PROBLEM OF REACHING AGREEMENTS NI'l'H 

HIM. I SAID THAT MOST OF THEM WERE TRYING TO GET THE 

UNITED STATES TO ACT AS THEIR GUARANT~a IN ANY DEALS THEY 

MADE WITH THE SHAH. I POINTED OUT THAT SUCH GUARANTEES 

~ULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR A FOREIGN POWER TO MAKE. HOWEVE~ 
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r-; SUGGP.STF:D THJ\T HE, ENTEZAM , AND WHATEVER OTHF.R 

NOT,1\nLES MIGHT IE APPOINTED BY THE SHAH AS HIS "PRIVY 

COUNCIL" COULD ACT AS GUARANTc!llS. AHIMI SAID HE HAD BEEN 

THINKING OF THE SAME THING. HE AND HIS GROUP, WITH GENERAL 

PUBLIC CONFIDENCE, COULD PARTICIPATE IN THE UNDERSTANDINGS 

BETWEEN THE SHAH AND THE POLITICIANS. IF ONE SIDE OR THE 

OTHER VIOLATED THE TERMS .OF TH~ AGREEMENTS, THE COUNCIL 

COULD DECLARE .A FOUL. HE FELT '.THIS WOULD BE QIS1 ADEQUATE 

ASSURANCE TO IiOTH SIDES, SINCE HE AND HIS COLLEAGUES 

WOULD BE ABOVE REPROACH AND REPROOF. 

8. FINALLY, WE TAI,KED ABOUT THE NEED TO ASSURE AGAINST 

CONFRONTATIONS DURING MOHARRAM. I SAiu I HAD SENT 

GENERAL GAST TO TALK WITH GENERAL OVEISII ABOUT THE NEED 

TO WORK OUT PRECISE GROUND RULES BETWEEN THE MARTIAL LAW 

AUTHORITIES AND THE MULLAHS WITH RESPECT TO PROCESSIONS, 

ETC.~ DURING MOHARRAM. I EXPRESSED A FEAR THAT TUDEHI 

PROVdCATION SQUADS WOULD INFILTRATE THE FAITHFUL AND 
0 ~ $ 

PRODUCE CONFRONTATI~. 

9. COMMENT: THERE rs A GLACIAL AMOUNT OF MOVEMF.:NT BACK 

TOWARDS SOME SENSE OF COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE SHAH AND 

THE OPPOSITION. IF AMIMI AND OTHERS CAN CONTINUE TO 

STIMULATE THIS AND AT THE SAME TIME THE SHAH CAN KEEP 

THE MILITARY FORCES STEADFAST, THERE MAY BE A POSSIBILITY 

TO PRECLUDE SOME OF THE WORST POTENTIALS OF MOHARRAM. 

t_ INTEND TO WORK ON SOME OF THE MILITARY ACTIVISTS IN _j 
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r;HE NEXT FEW DAYS TO CHANNEL THEIR ENERGY INTO CON-

STRUCTIVE EFFORTS. 
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· SUSJECTI IRAN SITREP ~:.,, ~o, l 1/2#7J 

l. ALL IRAN IS Glii~l NG FCH 1i ,.;AJCR CJt.FR01H A TI ON DURING 
.. TKE MONTH OF f'IOHARRAi·i. >JC' S Pi!:iiSIA:; LANGU!IGE S£HVICE KAS 

REPORTED KHOMEINI '5 CALL FJ~ A GENER1<L STRIKE o;; lJECEfllSER 
; 2. 1:LECTRICAL WORXi?l3 IN ISFAHAN TrHlEATEN A 24-HOUR BLACK 
~T THAT DAY WH!Crl WJULD ALSO cur WAT~R SUPPLIES. IN EF-
FECT, HOWEMER, mi:: PEnI0u OF Cl)NfllONIATION KAS ALREADY 
BiG,IJN. A RESURGEi<Ci Of 'srtlilu:s IN CUSTOMS, PQSSIBLY .IRAN 
AIR AND RA:JIO AiW TV wORKERS, Af~D SPORAD!CAL:L\' IN POWER 
1ns}RIBUTION ilAV£ SiRIOUSLY If1PACTt:D ON LIFE 'JN ·THE COUNTRY. 
LABOR Pii03LE;f'!S AT s,·HRllZ AND Tt.HRAN REFINERIES (\/HERE 
TROOPS <'l0V£DIN>HAVS :<ESULLD I~ LONG LINES AT GAS STATIONS 

- AS AUTu OWN£RS SiSK TO SIOCK UP. RELATIVELY SMALL DEMON
;.,ITRATIONS ilAVE GCCliilRED IN iEHnAN AND OTHER CITIES. 

j·~. TH.: i:MdASSY .RO:P·ORTS THAT C;iANCi:!l OF ARRANGlllG A CIVIL-
:: IAll COAL I TI ON GOVERiii1ENT p RI OR TO ASl!UiA Cl>ECEMSER 11) SEEM 

REMOTE. RECENT VISITORS TO THE SHAa·DESCRIBE HIM AS VERY 
'llEJ>RESSt:D. 

' 0 

'~. AN AMERICAN Wi10 IS IN TJuCH WITH KHOf•IEINl SUPPORTERS 
' OLD A CEPARiM£NT Ol'Ficn TODAY THAT OPPOSITION FORCES IN 
'tRAN ARE DEL13E~ATELY SnOWINu RESTRAINTilN THEIR ATTITUDE 

tOWAROS Ai'IERICANS IN !~AN BECAUSE KHOriE&Nl STILL HARBORS 
IO!'i THAT j\MERICANS \JILL REVEi1SE THElR POLICY Ol' .TOTAL 
~UPPORT l'OR THE SHAH.· SHOULD KHOMEINI ABANDON THAT 
HOP<:, Ai1ERICAllS COULD EXPEC'f FAR MORE bAllGEROUS SITUATION 
IN IR Ai>. SAi'iE SOURCE D.ESC'l!Bi::IJ SPll'.r IDEVEl.OPI NG BETi;EEN 
KillltlEINI FORec:s l\ND NATIO:VAL FllONT POLITICIANS WHO HOPE 
TO W0i'll\ OtJI CGi1PROf'iISE OE:AL <ITH THE. SHAH. HE DESCRI'airn 

•. KHOKEI H1_ dACliE:JiS AS EAGE!i FOR CONTACT WUK THE USG. IN A 
' SlifJARA!E CONVb:RSArION, OFFICE~ l:JAS TOLD l!Y LARGE AMERICAll 

JFIRfll TKAT .ITS REPRESEHfATIVE IN A PROVINCIAL IRANIAN 

CITY cK,i;RMANSnAH> •As WAR.N<iiJ av TKE POLICE c:uff THAT 
Y001HF0t. DEl'!ONST:\ATOl<S ''l':Ki ACQUI.RI N·• A~MS • 

f
*• ()J.i. PRODUCTION NONT!NUES TO flISE WITH 5:~. MI~LION 

• !1,.S,J>J'CODUC.i.D ON "0V<!.M.3t:.R 2) .. ,. ~ SIUPMENTS TO Tlli: 
8, W'itt£ _!!ESUc1i::D Iill'.J ;:/AY;:, A~~...,_ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

November 30, 1978 

The File 

NEA- MARILYN MCAFEE 

Debriefln;,i; of Dr. Abbas Hirakhor, 
Cb.airman of the De]'art:nent of F.conomics, 
University of Alabi'.ma, Huntsville, 
November 29, 1978 

Dr. Mirakhor has been in Iran from September 1'>77 until about a week ~o. where 
he was servin~ as Chairman of the Department of Economic? ,at Farah Pahlavi 
University, a department he o?ganized, He is !r'anian, but a U.S. permanent resic!ent •. 

· He accepted the a~pointment at Farah Pahlavf to pursue reseBl'ch on OPEC and 
developments In Tran January 1978 to date. 

Dr. Mlrakhor seemed a sensitive obs<?rver of develcmrnents In Ira."\. While 'he 1ias 
spoken with religious learit'!rs (ipcludlng Shariat-Madari) a..,<i with elltP. !ranians, 
hia principal contacts seemed to be the middle class, Western educated, "sil•mt 
moderates" who, he says, are holdin17 back and are both afraid tci get Involved 
and unsure how to affect the dP.velo)'lnP, cataclysm. Dr. Mlrakhor ie very Persian 
in his assumption that the U.S. can influenct'! developments in Iran. His crv was 
clearly for the U.S. to aid the !noderatP.s as the only hope for a long term solution 
to Iran's problems and the only means to avoid an extremist govl'!rnment of the 
right or the left. He clearly sees the nee.f for U.S. Influence to promote a coalition 
of the moderates and to help them suggest a strenqth that would rnove their numbers 
from the si.felines into active Involvement in politics and government. 

Dr. Mlrakhor believes that the Sha)i has better than a 503 chance of weathering 
the immediate storm. He does not believe that he can nrevail, as an absolute 
monarch, In the long run. He helie•es the kt'!y to resolving' L'te crisis is for the 
U.S. to advance the cause of the moderates in the ensuing months to ensure tbe•. 
installation of a representative govemment. This Is premised on his assumption 
that the worsenln~ of the eeonomic situation uom strikes and shortages will 
lead to greater quiescence rather than fury on the part of the masses. 
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POLITICAL MODERATES ORGANIZING 

SUMMARY: MODERATE GROUP OF PROFESSORS, GOVERNMENT MINISTERS 

AND OTHERS ARE EVOLVING PLANS FOR ASSIS~ING IN CREATION 

OF MODERATE CIVILIAN GROUP SOON AFTER ASHURA. THEY NOTE 

THEY NEED APPROVAL OF THE SHAH AND OF AT LEAST THE MODERATE 

RELIGIOUS OPPOSITION. THEIR TACTICS ARE EVOLVING. 

END SUMMARY 

1. MEETING SET UP NOV 29 PRIMARILY TO PROVIDE BRIEFING 

FqR VISITING CIA OFFICIAL DR. ROBERT BOWIE TURNED INTO 

WIDER DISCUSSION O:"' PLANS A MODERATE GROUP HAS FOR 

ASSISTING IN FORMATION OF A NEW CIVILIAN GO\'.ERNMENT. 

VICE CHANCELLOR MEHDI HER..~VI OF NATIONAL UN;•..z:ERSITY 

BROUGHT HIS FRIEND DR. PARVIZ SORURI, DEAN OF NATIONAL 
;• 

UNIVERSITY MEDICAL SCHOOL, FOR DISCUSSION WITH BOWIE 

AND POL COUNSE~OR. REFERRING TO AN EARLIER CONVERSATION 

' DRAFTING DA.TE Tt::L. EXT. 

POL:GBLambrakis 11/30/78 1110 
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~OUT 10 DAYS AGO WHICH HERAVI HAD WITH POL COUNSELOR, I 
HERAVI EXPOSED HIS GROUP'S PLANS. FOR PAST YEAR,HERAVI 

AND OTHERS HAVE BEEN MEETING REGULARLY TO DISCUSS 

POLITICAL SITUATION, IN PARTICULAR HOW TO PRESERVE 

THE POSITION OF MODERATES BEING THREATENED BY POLARIZATION 

BETWEEN SHAH'S LOYALISTS AND KHOMEINI'S ...-V OPPOSITION. 

GROUP BEGAN WITH PROFESSORS BUT HAS EXPANDED TO INCLUDE 

OTHERS, SOME OF WHOM HAVE SINCE BECOME MINISTERS IN 

GOVERNMENT. THE TEN CURRENT i-IBMBERS OF GROUP INCLUDE, 
\ 
I 

IN ADDITION TO SORURI AND HERAVI, PRESENT MINISTER OF 

JUSTICE HOSSEIN NAJAFI, PRESENT MINISTER, OF STATE FOR 

EXECUTIVE AFFAIRS W)STAFA PAYE.DAR., TEHRAN MAYOR JAVAD 

SHAHRESTANI, PROMINENT COLUMNIST AHMAD AHRA."., JOURNALIST 

AND HIGH CIVIL SER'TANT AHMAD SAMII, AND UNIVERSITY 

PROFESSORS DR. HASSAN _GHOFURI, DR. ABOLFASIAL GAZI) 

AND DR. HAKAMI. 

2. GROUP HAD CONSIDERED GETTING PROMINENT PERSONALITY 

SUCH AS DR. SORURI'S FATHER, PROMINENT JURIST AND EX-

MINISTER MOHAMAD SORURI, TO CALL A MEETING OF 40 or 50 

LEADING MODERATES AND DISCUSS CREATION OF A MODERATE 

CIVIL~AN GOVERNMENT. 
I 

AFTER DISCUSSING MATTER WITH 
;· 

SORURI, AL~ AMINI AND OTHERS, GROUP IS LEANING AWAY 

FROM IDEA ABOUT SUCH A LARGE MEETING TOWARD FOCUS ON 

SOMETHING WHICH WILL BRING MORE RAPID ACTION, SO THAT A 

L.::OVERNMEN~ MIGHT BE READY IN THE WINGS TO TAKE OVER FRO~ 

CONFIDENT IA I. 
Classification 
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f ;;\ESENT MILITARY GOVERNMENT PERHAPS AS Ei\RLY AS A WEEK I 
lll'TER ASIIURA (I.E., ABOUT DECEMBER 20). 

3. GROUP VISUALIZES FOUR OR FIVE EMINENT PEOPLE LENDING 

THEIR SUPPORT AND PRESTIGE TO THE NEW GOVER.t'<MEN'r. THEY 

HAVE IN MIND SORURI SENIOR, AMINI, ABDULLAH ENTEZAM, 

DR. MOHAMAD HOSSEIN NAJM (AN ELDERLY RE'l'IRED DIPLOMAT) 

AND PERHAPS ALLAHYAR SALEH, FORMER LEADER OF NATIONAL 

FRONT. THEY WOULD BE HAPPY TO ADD A PROMINENT CURRENT 

LEADER OF NATIONAL FHONT IF THAT IS POSSIBLE. THESE 

MEN COULD SERVE AS A COUNCIL TO A NEW CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT 

OR AS MINISTERS WITHOUT PORTFOLIO IN THE.GOVERNMENT. 

THEY WOULD ASSIST l_ PRIME MINIS'l'ER IN SELECTDlG A GOVERN

MENT MADE. UP-~OF~PEOPLE WHO WOULD BE ACCEPTAS.LE 'IO THE 

SHAH AND TOP RELIGIOUS LEADERS. ALTHOLGH THEIR ORIGINAL 

CANDIDATE WAS MAYOR SHAHRESTANI, THEY lll\.VE FOW DECIDED 

BETTER CANDIDATE FOR PRIME MINISTER lrnULD BE MINISTER 

OF JUSTICE NAJAFI. HE HAS EXCELLENT STANDING WITH 

RELIGIOUS LEADERS SUCH AS SHARIAT-MADARI, BhING GRANDSON 

OF A VERY FAMOUS RELIGIOUS LEADER OF ISFAHAN. HE HAS 

ALSO MADE A NAME FOR HIMSELF REFUSING IN THE PAST TO 

AC'r AS A TOOL OF SAVAK'S GENERJ>L NASSIHI AND OF 

PRINCESS ASHRAF. 

4. THE FIRST PROBLEM rn GET'l'ING GROUP OF 4 or 5 EMINENT 

PEOPLE TO AGREE TO SERVE. DR. SORURI, WHO KNOWS THEM 

CL WELL (THEY ARE HIS PATIENTS) I BELIEVES THEY HEQUIRE _J 
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~;-~"EXPLICIT SIGN FROM THE SHAH THAT HE WISHES THEM TO I 
UNDERTAKE SUCH A TASK AND THAT HE WILL MAKE APPROPRIATE 

PUBLIC GESTURE TO FACILITATE [j;i THE NEW GOVERNMENT'S 
RELATES 

WORK. 

THE GESTURE 'l'HEY HAVE HIT UPON REK'XKli TO PROPERTIES 

OWNED BY THE SHAH'S FAMILY. THEY BELIEVE SHAH IS WRONG 

IN GETTING AZHARI GOVERNMENT TO APPOINT A COMMISSION OF 

THREE JURISTS TO INVESTIGATE ROYAL FAMILY'S PROPERTIE~ 

AS HAS JUST BEEN ANNOUNCED. THEIR INVESTIGATION WILL 

BE DIFFICULT AND LONG, AND WHATEVER THEY DECIDE WILL 

HAVE NO CREDIBILITY WITH THE PEOPLE. MUCH BETTER THAT 

THE SHAH HIMSELF DECIDE, AND ANNOUNCE PUBLICLY, THE 

RETURN OF SPECIFIED PROPERTIES HELD BY MEMBFRS OF HIS 

FAMI,LY TO THE GOVERNMENT. AFTER ALL EVERYBODY BELIEVES 

THE SHAH HIMSELF IS BEST JUDGE OF WHERE THOfZ PROPERTIES 

COME FROM, AND IN ANY CASE HOLDERS OF THE PROPEHTY WOULD 

NOT BE SERIOUSLY HURT SINCE THEY PROBABLY HAVE MORE THAN 

ADEQUATE RESERVE OF FUNDS STASHED AWAY OUTSIDE-THE 

COUNTRY.. THIS GESTURE WOULD BE WELL RECEIVED BY THE 

PEOPLE AND WOULD HELP THE NEW GOVEHNMENT. THEY TOOK IN 

POL COUNSELOR'S REMl'.RK THAT SUCH A GESTURE MIGHT STHIKE 

SO.ME AS THE SHA!f CONTINUING TO "FEED THE ALLIGATORS, 11 

" BUT THEY THOUGHT IT WAS THE miLY EFFECTIVE COURSE. SHAH 

COULD FOLLOW THIS WITH ANNOUNCEMENT HE IS GIVING PAHLAVI 

FOUNDATION BACK TO THE PEOPLE, AS HE HAS ALREADY 

PRm!ISED TO DO BUT HAS __ tLQ_'!: _Q_Q_NE. 

L 
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ls. ANOTHER HURDLE IS MECHANICS OF THIS PROCESS. 

EMINENT MEN WOULD NOT MOVE WITHOUT GETTING PE&~ISSION 

FROM THE SHAH FOR wHAT THEY ARE TO DO, AND WOULD NCT 

THEMSELVES MAKE SUCH SUGGESTIONS OR DEMANDS OF THE SHAH. 

GROUP THOUGHT THESE IDEAS COULD MOST EFFECTIVELY BE FED 

TO THE SHAH BY THE AMERICAN EMBASSY, SINCE THE SHAH HAS 

REACHED A STAGE AT WHICH HE NO LONGER TRUSTS ANY IRANIAN. 

MOREOVER, THESE CONSERVATIVE OLD GENTLEMEN WOULD NOT 

TALK BACK TO THE SHAH, OR PRESS HIM. THEIR FUNCTION IS 

TO LEND PRESTIGE Al'v GOOD REPUTATION TO MORE DYNAMIC 

YOUNGER GOVERNMENT WHICH WOULD PREPARE tHE COUNTRY FOR 

FREE ELECTIONS. 

6. IT IS THEREFORE NECESSARY THAT SHAH INVITE THESE 

PEOPLE TO COME MEET WITH HIM AND GIVE THEM ;-. DIRECTIVE 

TO ASSIST IN LAUNCHING OF NEW CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT AFTER 

ASHURA. MOREOVER, IT WOULD BE USEFUL IF SHAH HIMSELF 

9UGGESTED MINISTER OF JUSTICE NAJAFI AS A GOOD CHOICE FOR 

PRIME MINISTER. OTHERWISE, THERE WAS ALWAYS THE RISK THAT 

SOME OTHER ADVISER MIGHT GET TO THE SHAH WITH ANOTHER NAME, 

AND.THESE EMINENT MEN WOULD NOT QUARREL IF THE SHAH 

SUGGESTED THAT NAME. THIS LEI) TO SOME DISCUSSION OF NAMES,.1 

WITH THE HOPE EXPRESSED ON ALL SIDES THAT RIVALRY FOR THE 

POST OF PRIME MINISTER OUGHT NOrTO ARISE. DUE NOTE WAS 

TAKEN OF PROBABILITY THAT ALI ~NI, WHO IS CURRENTLY 

L:_ONDUCTING A TALENT SEARCH FOR I--t1;JDERATES ON BEHALF OF Tr::J 

________ <;;ONTCIJ1E_N_'.0Ak _____ _ 
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\;;"HAR, MIGHT HAVE DECIDED ON ENTEZAM AS NEXT PRIME MINIS;~1.. 
SHOULD NAJAFI NOT BE ACCEPTABLE, HERAVI AND SORURI READILY 

AGREED NAJAFI COULD BE PUT IN AS DEPUTY PRIME MINISTE~ TO 

11 !:i2-201 

ASSIST ENTEZAM. 
7 .. CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION FOLLOWED ON SAD STATE OF· 

PRESENT AFFAIRS. SORURI AND HERAVI GAVE ~LES OF.SUR

PRISINGLY EFFECTIVE ORGANIZATION AMONG OPPOSITION. WHEN 

NOT EVEN THE IRANIAN ARMY IS CAPABLE OF SUCH EFFECTIVE 

ORGANIZATION,. SUSPICION MUST FALL ON ONLY GROUP IN 

IRANIAN HISTORY WHICH HAS BEEN WELL ORGANIZt:D--THE TUDEH_ 

COMHUNIST PARTY. HERAVI LIKENED MANY AC.'l'IVITIES OF THE 

OPPOSITION TO DATE TO THE TACTICS USED BY THE PETROGRAD 

SOVIETS AGAINST THE KERENSKY SOCIALISTS IN THE RUSSIAN 

REVOLUTION. 
THEIR AIM IS TO DEMORALIZE THE CIVIL SERVANTS 

AND OTHER MODERATE~. STRIKE ACTIVITIES, RUMOR MONGERING, 

DEMONSTRATIONS, AND KILLING, ALL WORK TO THAT END. SORURI 

GAVE AS A SPECIFIC EXAMPLE THE DAY HE ARRIVED FOR WORK AT 

THE HOSPITAL AT 6A.M. TO FIND A LEAFLET DIRECTING DOCTORS 

NOT TO WORK, OR TO WORK VERY LITTLE. 
THIS ~~AFLET HAD 

BEEN DISTRIBUTED THROUGHOUT TEHRAN DURING THAT NIGHT. 

8. AFTER FURTHE.R DISCUSSION' ~HERAVI AND SORURI AGREED TO 

TRY TO DO WHAT THEY WANTED WITHOUT DIRECT EMBASSY ASSIST

ANCE FOR THE MOMENT. HERAVI IS PLANNING TO SEE NAJAFI AND 

PUT THE MATTER TO HIM. 
HE WILL LET NAJAFI BE THE JUDGE 

T '-IE CAN OBTAIN AT LEAST TACIT APPROVAL _j Of WHETHER OR NO r 

L_ 
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lpROM SHARIAT-P"ADARI AND SOME OF THE OTHER AYATOLLAHS. 

SORURI WILL APPROACH A11INI TO SEE IF AflINI WILL NOT ACT 

AS INTERMEDIARY WITH THE SHAH, EITHER FOR THE GROUP OF 

EMINENT ELDERS OR FOR HERAVI, SORURI, ACJD ONE OR TWO 

OTHERS OF THEIR GROUP TO SEE THE SHAH AND PUT THE PROPOSI

TION TO HIM. THEY SAID THEY WOULD BE BACK IN TOUCH. 
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lflTl'.llCflUTT FORCES ARE REPORTED IN TEHRAN, 

INTERNATIONAL CQ.1MUNICATION AGENCY 
Tehran, Iran 

MEMJRANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

PARTICIPANTS: Ahmad Djadali, IIAF Procurement 
Jack H. Shellenberger, PAO 

DA.TE & PLACE: Djadali Residence - December 3, 1978 

SUBJECT: Attitudes t~ the Shah 

DISTRIBlITION: AMB, DCM, POL, POL/MIL, ECON, CONS, OR, ICA/NEA 

Background: Early during my tour here, I became acquainted with Ahmad and his 
family through Ahmad's fiancee who is a secretary at the Voice of America. 
The Djadalis are a.middle Class family. His father is a retired civil servant; 
his sister a university student. Ahmad, himself, has a MA in Political Science 
from Georgetown and is now doing his military stint as a civilian in the IIAF 
procurement office with special responsibilities for liaison 1vith Lockheed 
personnel. He says hts work is such that he is best advised not to visit my 
office or e'\len play tennis at the Embassy. So we periodically get together 
at the modest apartment of his family off Roosevelt north of the Embassy. 

Ahmad is very concerned by what he considers a serious erosion of support for 
the Shah on the part of the :military pers.onnel he sees daily. Stories and 
rumors are rampant that the generals now in charge are acquiring huge sums 
in preparation for a fast exodus. Allegiance to the Shah is a temporary 
expedient on their part; as for the lower ranking military, it is wavering. 
The root cause of all the malaise is.the Shah hbnself who permitted his family 
and confidantes to enrich themselves at the expense of the masses. \'/hat we 
are witnessing is a sudden widespread .revulsion against the Pahlavi dynasty 
which no amount of allusion to past contributions (land·reforrn, women's rights, 
education) can dispel. 

Ail unfortunate byproduct of all this is the alienation taking place between 
the Iranian people and the USG and foreigners in Iran. Ahmad is genuinely 
convinced that I and my family are in some peril here, that we should be 
as inconspicuous as "[".Jssible. His father chimed in to say that he has no 
doubt that the Russians are injecting themselves into the situation through 
the Tudeh. Religion is only a cover for expression of discontent in Iran, 
both opined. 

Interestingly, both are skeptical that incidents of violence around 'the 
country are the exclusive work of the opposition. TI1ey suspect the military 
government is behind certain of these incidents to justify their seizure of 
power. 
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Comment:. llhile n~ither of_ these C::~ntacts represents any institution, 
and neither has high standing, their views seemed to warrant recounting 
as reflective of s_orne middle class thinking these days in Tehran. 

~he1lenberger:mh 22 

E.O. 11652: 
TAGS: 

SUBJECT: 

ACTION: 

POL:3 

AMB 
MIN 
ECON02 
ON 
J:Jj£ 
ICA 
OR 
SY 
ADM 
DAO 
AFOSI 
CRU 

ISF 
SHIR 
TABR 

DRAFTED av: 

CL E.ARANC ES: 

..5.0152-101 

FRO" CLASSI Fl CATION 

AMEMBASSY TEHRAN CONFIDENTIAL 
ACTION: SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN~---.!\,,..1_8~4_3_ 

INDICATE 

D COLLECT 

D CHARGE TO 

EXDIS 

E.O. 12065: RDS-4 12 /08 (STEMPEL, J.D.) OR-P 
EXDIS ~ 
TAGS: PINS, P S, IR 
SUBJ: OPPOSITION P POSALS FOR DEPARTURE OF SHAH 
REF: (A) TEHRAN 110.9~~EHRAN 1108} 

SUMMARY: DR. MINATCHI TOLD EMBOFF PROPOSAL FOR A REGENCY 

COUNCIL IS BEING PUT TO LEADING KHOMEINI REPRESENTATIVES 

DEC 4, THEY WILL GO TO PARIS TO CONVINCE KHOMEINI, WITH 

PRESSURE IF NECESSARY, TO ACCEPT THEM. MINATCHI HAD 

_HEARD RUMOR SHAH MIGHT BE READY TO AGREE TO REGENCY 

COUNCIL. ALI AMINI HAD TOLD MINATCHI "FOREIGN MILITARY 

ADVISERS" HAD SAID MILITARY COMMANDERS WOULD NOT AGREE 

TO DEPARTURE OF SHAH AND SAID IF COUNCIL IDEA ADOPTED, 

SHAH WOULD HAVE TO CHANGE MILITARY COMMANDER. EMBOFF 

DENIED U.S. ADVISERS WOULD HAVE MADE SUCH STATEMENTS. 
ARMED 

MINATCHI SAID OPPOSITION WOULD ACCEPT PRESEN'l:f SERVICES 

HEADS ON REGENCY COUNCIL. IN REPLY TO MINATCHI QUESTION 

AS TO WHETHER HE SHOULD CONTINUE HIS EFFORTS, EMBOFF _SAID 

ALL PEACEFUL EFFORTS ARE USEFUL AND URGED REALITY OF 

POL:JDSt el oR.-.FTtNG DATE TEL. EXT. 

12/ 4/78 1112 
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r-SITUATION BE IMPRESSED ON ALL SIDES. END SUMMARY 

1. AT MINATCHI'S REQUEST, EMBOFF STEMPEL MET AGAIN 

WITH DR. NASSER MINATCHI, TREASURER OF COMMITTEE FOR 

THE DEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOM AND ASSOCIATE 

OF AYATOLLAH SHARIAT-MADARI. MINATCHI WANTED TO REVIEW 

DEVELOPMENTS AND HEAR ANY LATEST U.S. IDEAS, BECAUSE 

HE WAS MEETING WITH TWO OF THREE LEADING KHOMEINI 

AYATOLLAHS OVER LUNCH TO PREPARE THEM FOR TRIP TO PARIS 

WITHIN NEXT TWO OR THREE DAYS. AYATOLLAHS WHO WILL GO 

TO PARIS ARE MONTAZARI OF QOM AND RAFSANJANI OF TEHRAN 
OF 

(THEY, PLUS TALEQANI/8 TEHRAN, MAKE UP KHOMEINI "HIGH 

COMMAND" WITHIN IRAN, ACCORDING TO MINATCHI). THEY 

WILL PLACE BEFORE KHOMEINI THE IDEA OF A REGENCY COUNCIL 

TO REPLACE THE SHAH (SEE REFTELS FOR DETAILS) WHICH 

WOULD THEN APPOINT A COALITION GOVERNMENT. THEY ARE 

PREPARED TO "PRESSURE" KHOMEINI TO ACCEPT THIS. ALL 

OPPOSITIONISTS AND THE SHARIAT-MADARI GROuP IN QOM AND 

MASHAD HAVE AGREED TO COOPERATE WITH AND SUPPORT SUCH 

A GOVT. 

2. MINATCHI DESCRIBED PAST TEN DAYS' NEGOTIATIONS WITH 

ALI AMINI AND FORMER PRIME MINISTER SHARIF-EMAMI WHICH 

LED UP TO PRESENT SI~ION AND SAID BOTH AMINI AND 

SHARIF-EMAMI HAD ACCEPTED IDEAS AS VALUABLE ON FIRST 

HEARING, ONLY TO BECOME STANDOFFISH. (MINATCHI SAID 

LT FIRST MEETING WITH' .. '1U!Uttl", LATTER HAD SAID II AMERICANS_J 
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~AVE AUTHORIZED CONTACT WITH YOU." 

p ... _3 .,~/)-=S? ........ 'fJ_ M-N 

EMBOFF DENIED THIS,--i 

AND SAID WE SIMPLY HAD URGED AMINI AND OTHERS TO TALK 

WITH ALL THOSE INVOLVED.) XMDXl(SKXllEHEMDIX EMBOFF 

SAID HIS
0

UNDERSTANDING WAS THE SHAH WOULD REJECT ANY 
HIM 

SOLUTION THAT DID NOT ENABLE~ TO REMAIN AS CONSTITU-

TIONAL MONARCH AND COMMANDER-in-CHIEF OF THE ARMY. 

MINATCHI SHOULD NOT RPT NOT LET WISHFUL THINKING MISLEAD 

HIS GROUP ON THAT SCORE. MINATCHI ADDED NONE OF HIS 

GROUP REALLY TRUSTED AMINI OR SHARIF-EMAMI IN ULTIMATE 

ANALYSIS BE.CAUSE THEY''WERE AFRAID." 

3. OTHER PROBLEM WAS SITUATION WITHIN ARMY, WHICH EMBOFF 

HAD DISCUSSED WITH MINATCHI AT LAST MEETING. ACCORDING 

TO MINATCHI, AMINI TOLD HIM THAT "FOREIGN MILITARY 

OFFICERS, WHO ADVISE IRANIAN ARMED FORCES" TOLD llDI AMINI' 

THAT IF SHAH GOES, ARMY COMMANDERS WOULD NOT OBEY WHO

EVER FOLLOWED. . m.MBOFF ASKED IF THAT MEANT U.S. OFFICERS 

AND MINATCHI SAID AMINI CERTAINLY MEANT IT THAT WAY. 

EMBOFF FLATLY DENIED U.S. OFFICERS MAKE SUCH COMMENTS, 

ESPECIALLY TO POLITICAL LEADERS. AS MINATCHI KNEW, 

HOWEVER, EMBOFF AT LAST MEETING (REF A) HAD EXPRESSED 

DOUBTS THAT MILITARY OFFICERS WOULD WILLINGLY GO ALONG 

WITH SCENARIO WHICH SAW SHAH'S DEPARTURE. MINATCHI SAID 

SHAH COULD ALWAYS NAME NEW TROOP COMMANDERS BEFORE HE 

LEFT, AND IN ANY CASE, THERE WOULD BE LOYALISTS ON 
' . 

HE NAMED FOLLOWING RETIRED GENERALS 
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I WHO WERE ACCEPTABLE TO OPPOSITION: ASGHAVI, JAM, 

BATMANGELIDJ, GARZAN AND REZVANI, PLUS RETIRED ADMIRAL 

MADANI, WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS VERY TRUSTED BY THE SHAH, 

A BRILLIANT MAN, AND SYMPATHETIC TO THE NATIONAL FRONT. 

MRN 

WHEN EMBOFF EXPRESSED DOUBT THAT SERVING TROOP COMMANDERS 

WOULD EASILY ACQUIESCE IN THEIR OWN REPLACEMENT, MINATCHI 

SAID THAT WAS POSSIBLE, BUT THEN STATED THERE WOULD 

BE NO DIFFICULTY HAVING MEMBERS OF PRESENT ARMED SERVICES 

ON REGENCY COUNCIL. EMBOFF ASKED HIM QUESTION SECOND 

TIME, AND MINATCHI SAID THIS WAS TRUE, BASIC POI~T WAS 

TO GET SHAH OUT OF POWER -- ALL OPPOSITIONISTS HAD 

AGREED THEY COU%1oD SERVE UNDER REGENCY COUNCIL WHICH 

HAD PRESENT MILITARY LEADERS ON IT. (COMMENT: THIS 

REPRESENTS MODEST CHANGE FROM PROPOSITION PUT FORWARD 

IN REFTEL. WHILE IT WOULD NOT MAKE THIS PROPOSAL ANY 
IS 

M9RE PALATABLE TO SHAH, IT JH:l!HHDfBB/USEFUL TO KEEP IN 

MIND~ ~IKl!IH!llllU:KllCXXJllilJUflilYESXX 

4. MINATCHI DESCRIBED IDEA OF REGENCY COUNCIL -- IN 

HIS AND OPPOSITION'S EYES, THIS IS NOT ADVISORY COUNCIL 

SET FORTH IN AMENDED ARTICLE 38 OF SUPPLEMENTARY CONS

TITUTIONAL LAW OF 1907. OPPOSITION CONCEPT IS THAT 

REGENCY COUNCIL AS A GROUP WOULD ASSUME REGENCY IN PLACE 

OF SHABANOU AND HAVE NG NEED FOR STATUTORY COUNCIL. 

REGENCY COUNCIL WOULD HAVE TWO OR THREE GENERALS FROM 

LLIST ABOVE, FOUR CIVILIANS, AND PRESENT CHIEF OF STAFF _j 
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j AND OTHER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES "IF THIS WAS NECESSA~l" 
EMBOFF MADE NO COMMENT OTHER THAN TO NOTE THAT THIS 
' 

.PROPOSAL SEEMED UNACCEPTABLE TO SHAH. 

5. AT CONCLUSION OF MEETING, MINATCHI ASKED IF EMBOFF 

PERSONALLY .. THOUGHT HE SHOULD GO AHEAD DISCUSSING PROPOSAL 

AND EVEN SEND AYATOLLAHS TO PARIS, SINCE IT SEEMED THAT 

THE SITUATION WAS NOT YET FULLY RIPE. EMBOFF REPLIED 

CONTINUED DISCUSSION WAS PREFERABLE TO VIOLENCE, AND 

PROBED POSSIBILITY THAT SHARIAT-MADARI AND KHOMEINI 

LEADERS IN COUNTRY MIGHT BE DRAWN AWAY FROM HARD 'rNSIS-

TENCE THAT SHAH LEAVE. MINATCHI WAS MILDLY UNCOMFORTABLE 

WITH QUESTION, BUT EVENTUALLY OPINED THAT SUCH A SHIFT 

SEEMED UNLIKELY. . :E EXPRESSED HOPE EVl ~TS MIGHT SHIFT 

VIEWS ON BOTH SIDES AND HOPED VIOLENCE WOULD NOT ACCOMPANY 

CON~INUAL POST-CURFEW ACTIVITIES. EMBOFF URGED HIM 
·, 

T0,
1

1 DESCRIBE REAL SITUATION AS PRECISELY AS POSSIBLE TO 
I 

AYATOLLAHS, ADDING THAT NONE OF US WANTED BLOODSHED AND' 

THAT THE BEST WAY TO AVOID IT WOULD BE FORtl "ElEOBLE" 

TO SHOW A LITTLE MORE FLEXIBILITY AND BASE THEIR OWN 

IDEAS ON WHAT MIGHT PROVIDE THE STUFF OF COMPROMISE. 

MINATCHI NODDED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD. 

6. MINATCHI ADDED RITUAL PITCH THAT U.S. TAKE THIS 

PROPOSAL TO THE THRONE " TO PAVE THE WAY," AND ACCEPTED 

WITH GOOD GRACE EMBOFF's CHIDING THAT HE WAS ONCE AGAIN 

TRYING TO GET U.S. TO MEDDLE IN IRANIAN INTERNAL AFFAIRS, L __J 
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r-oTHER DISCUSSION ON POLITICAL PRISONERS BEING REPORTED --i 
SEPTEL. 

7. COMMENT: ASIDE FROM ACCEPTANCE OF PRESENT SENIOR 

MILITARY MEN ON PROPOSED REGENCY COUNCIL, ONLY NEW 

ELEMENT IS FORTHCOMING PITCH TO KHOMEINI. AS FAR AS 

WE KNOW, THIS WILL BE ONLY EFFORT IN IMMEDIATE FUTURE 
opposition's 

FROM "" OWN SUPPORTERS TO PRESS KHOMEINI FOR ANY 

"GIVE" DEVELOPING IN HIS POSITION. 

su~r~ 
I 

L 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Claaaillc•tion 

28 

_J 

OPTtoNAL FOAM 162a(H),· 
(Form•rly FS-413(H)9, 

January 1979 
- . 

c.o. 11652: 
TAGS: 

SUBJECT: 

ACTION: 
DCM:2 

AMB 
POL""t""° 
CRU 

',0152 101 

SECS'.I'ATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

TEHRAN __ _,1."-" .I-'"F'"-1 L:L ti: ~!? ,..~ ll'tl 
.: ik J:r~ l~,., G :~~) ,.-

RDS 12/4/98 (LAMBRAKIS, G.B.) OR-P 
'PINS, IR, .PINT 

MORE STIRRING AMONG MODER2\TE LEADERS 

HEAD OF TEACHERS'UNION SPEAKS OF FINDING A "THIRD 

AY" TO AVOID EITHER RESURGENCE OF SHAH'S POWER OR 

VICTORY. HE BELIEVES SHAH MUST GO, HOWEVER, 

TO A REGENCY COUNCII,. THIS IDEA IS CURRENT AMONG 

FRONT OPPOSITIONISTS TOO. END SUMMARY 

ON DEC 3 ?OL· COUNSELOR WAS INVITED FtlR CO!'iVJ:;F.SA'rION 

DERAKHSHESH, HEAD OF TEllCHBF.S UNION WHO IS 

POLITICALLY WITH FRIENDS IN v1.ruous OTHEH OCCUPA-

DERAKHSHESH WENT ON AT SOME Lm;G'1'H ABOU'r T!iE 

HE AND LIKE-MINDED MODEP};TE OPf"'.ll'irYn'S OF THE SHAH 

FOR FINDING SOME "·THIRD CODHSE" \·i!J ICH WII,L NOT BE 

OF 'KHOMEINI. HE &"l"D HIS FP.IENLS ·,·_~;:;UALIZE THIS 

S INVOLVING THE DEPARTURE Oi', THE SL,H ·;d FAVOH OF A 

;.;n;: C'i'm_ac_[l. __ --·------ _________ _ 
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r;GENCY COUNCIL TO BE M2\DE: UP OF HIGHTJY RESPECTED MEN -----1 
JUDGES, E'.l'C. THIS COUNCIL WOULD TIIE:l APPOJN1.' REPRESEN-

TATIVE GROUP OF POLTTICAL LEADERS FRCi1. NF1TIO:'IAL FRONT, 

OTHER PARTIES, Bll.ZAARIS, HIMSELF, ETC. WHO WOULD FORM 

GOVT, PREPARE FREE ELECTIONS AND WAH' FOR NEW GOVT TO 

COME OUT OF FREELY ELECTED.NEW MAJLIS. 
IS 

2. DERAKHSHESH WAS AWARE !il:R THI~(KIND OF SOLUTION MANY 

ARE TALKING ABOUT. HE DID NOT SHOW GREAT APPRECIATION FOR 

EFFECT DEPARTURE OF THE SHAH WOULD HAVE ON MILITARY HIGH 

COMMAND (THINKING THAT COULD BE HANDLED WITH FORMER 

RETIRED OFFICERS OF GOOD REPUTE) BUT WAS WILLING TO 

DISCUSS, AND.SEEMED TO BE MODERATELY IMPRESSED, BY PROBLEMS 

THAT WOULD ARISE IF ARMY CRUMBLED. HE KEPT REPEATING 

NEED FOR ARMY TO BE "NA'l'IONAL" RATHER THAN OWING ITS 

ALLEGIANCE TO ONE MAN, Tl!E .SHAH. HAVING DONE HIS MIT,ITARY 

SERVJCE AS AN OFE'ICER HIMSELF IN REZA SHAH'S llRMY, HE 

EMEMBERED CORRUPTION AND COWARDISE OF TOP OP'FICERS. 

EVERTHELESS, HE GRANTED THE POINT THAT CHANGE IN ARMY 

MIGHT HAVE TO BE MORE GRADUAL, WHILE IT SERVES AS AN 

UMBRELLA TO. PRO'.l'ECT BASIC CHANGES IN THE POLITICAL SYS'T'BM. 

3. DERAKHSHESH VOLUNTEERED THAT HE FEARED EI'rIIER A RELI-

GIOUS DICTATORSHIP UNDER KHOMEINI OR A C0!1C1\JNIST TAJ\EOVER 

ONCE KHOMEINI IS 3WEPT ASIDE .... HIS OBJECTIVE IS ·ro STARi' 

IRAN ON THE ROAD TOWARDS DEMOCRA1'IC GOV'T. !lC: DID NOT 

QUARREI WITH POL COUNSELOR'S POINT 'rHA'r I Ft.N WAS IIEADCD L_ ., 

r;~!A'r WAY UNDER SHAH' s LIBElv>.LIZA'i'ION PL1~"., -1 ' 
· '~' BEYOND EXPRESS!NG 

CONTINUING INABILITY "J'O BELIE"~J'. ' - i'.NYTHING THE SHAH ShYS. 

HE SAID HE O!~ HIS FHIENDS 1"011LD I • - MMEDIATELY BE BRANDED 

TRl•ITORS Aim I,OSE 'IBE:!:R FOLLOWERS IF THEY ACCEPTED TO 

WORK IN A GOVT UNDF >< '.<"IE SHAH. 

THE POINT '.l'H.1',.T THe SfTi<l MUST GO 

HE KEPT RETURNING TO 

OTHERWISE KHOMEINI 

FOLLOWERS WILL NOT T · .,Dll 
j :, Hlc CED IN .POWER SUFP1CIEN1'LY "ro 

!l.LLOW DEMOCRATIC ELE:·lENTS TO BfoCOME ACTIVE AND ORGt'iNIZE 

A DEMOCRATIC PROCESS ;i'(JR IRAN. 

4. DE'RAKHSH8SH SilOhTD HE WAS IN 
TOUCH WITH MANY TEACHERS, 

PULLING OUT LONG RO:.,IJ,D PETITIONS, MANY OF THEM WI'.J:'H 

HUNDREDS OF STGNNi'fJc~:: f: ON THEM, WHICH HE HAS BEEN RECEIVING 

FROM THE PROVINCES. IN ONE CN:;E THE 1'EACHERS HAD SOUGHT 

REPUGE IN A MOSQm; VJ;::i SIGNED 'rHIS PETITION AFTER FIVE 

OF THEill. NUM.'V~R HJ',;; s;:EN ARRES'l'ED. 

ARE ANTI-SHAH. 

ALL THE PETITIONS 

5. DERAKHSHESH cmn'.'. ... '>INED OF HAVING BEEN· ARRESTED WHEN 

HE AND HIS PEOPLE 'l'l'Li) TO PIUN'r SOME TRACTS AND A NEWS-

PAPER EARLIER nn ~: l' ,;:,\)\. EE NGTF.D THE SHAH \{AD MADE A 

MISTAKE IN APPOIN·0: 
1 n: SHA RU'-· EC·ji'MI, WITH HIS IMAGE, AS 

PRIME MINISTER AT J. ·J'::·'i'~ OF SOCH GREAT CRISIS. SHAH 

MIGHT HAVE SALVAG,·~;: .\ CREA'.[' Pl\R'I' OF THE SITUATION IF HE 

HJ',D APPOINTED A cu:· f,"i •,·:co~!' GOVT INCLUDING SOME OPPOSITION 

FIGURES. HE INDici;,·c::-.i 1-iEED m:: Mm HIS FlUENDS FELT TO 

LE POLITICALLY ACY!:\' ' i:!:~SPI'f:':; LJC:PELESSNBSS OF POLITICAL 

_J 
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~~TION IN THE IM.MEDI.l'SE FUTURE, WHILE TEST OF STRENG'l'H -:-i 
1 

BETWEEN KHOMEINI Al."IJD SHAH IS AT I'l'S HEIGHT• HE AGREED 

WITH POL COUNSELOR THNr ONCE :-.o:JARRAM PERIOD HAS PASSED 

IT WOULD BE WORTHWHILE TO TAlG'; ANO'I'HEH LOOK AT TH.E SITUATION 

TO SEE WHETHER COMPROl1ISE SOVJ'l'lON WITH SHAH CON'i'INUil~G 

IN ROLE OF CONSTITU'rIONAL MOl:AECE WOULD 1'0T MAKE SENSE 

FOR POLITICAL MODERATES LIRE ,JI; lSELF, WHO RECOGNIZE 

DANGER OF MOB RULE, OR \'IOHSB, S 1lOULD Kfio:Y;EINI OPPOSITION 

HAVE ITS WAY. HE ALSO '.L'OOK IN ( ::>EVERA.L TIMES DURING 

MEETING) POL COUNSELOR'S POTN .r 'J"liAT ECONOMIC PROBI,EMS 

OF MODERN IRAN REMAIN FOR,,i\S\' l· C'!'UH.E GOVERNMENT TO DEAL 
ENCOURAGIUG 

WIT\f AND, BY lt~XR'lr: POPUI";,;( .:~:/.LIEF o•;:AT ROOT CAUSE 

OF ALL THEIR PROBLEMS IS n;;;: ':;:3,EXPEC:TA'i'ION IS 
AMONG THE PEOPLE 

CREATEI)//rHAT .PHOBLEMS \HLL L::;:s:>l'PEAR l''HEN SHAH GOES} 

DISAPPOINTMENT WHEN PHOBLEi-'.:~ :JC NOT DISAPPEAR COULD 

REDOUND AGAINST ·.(\NY FUTURE (;;·,.: . £VEN ONl:: OF' Nl;'I'IONAL 

FRONT OPPOSITION. NEVEHTH:v::.•;;::;:., DEHAI"'lSll.ESH EXPHESSED 

STRONG DOUBTS ANY SOLUTION \• :' , DID NC:T INCLUDE DEPAR'l.'URE 

OF THE SHAH COULD WORK. 

6 • COMMENT i DERAKHSHE.SH :; ;: 

LEADERS WHO ARE AFRA'rD Ol" r;:, ~. "; :· ~ VIC'I'C:'ff AND \·IOULD 

LIKE TO FIND A "THIRD W:'\Y." 

IS CONVINCED THIS WOULD NC' l' 

FAVOR OF A REGENCY coc·:c.:TL. 
-~-----CO OPPOSITIO:UST NATIO«::u~ F;:._;·,' 

1 ~ ::NLEHS ShAH LEFT IN 

~; AS ~;~::~2SSED BY HIN ATC HI 
_J 

,-_,l~T!ON;;L r~oR 

{f-:.t1~n<irl~' F 
JO.I) 
Q;:; 

f~ EJY!l30FF '::'~RY NEXT DAY (SEP'l'EL). TBFY HAVE CLEAI<LY 

lj.7:3N IN TOTICH. /i 
II 

/~\' 
C T ,., JA /( 
,,rJ., .. I,1.\.Ac;1 (' 

33 

OPTI0'.\!1:i,L FORM 152a(H; 
IForrneri\' F--;-4131H)c,' 

J,-;,wJry 19;·5 
Do;:;t. of State 



A iY1'3 
:.µc rf\ 
Pol_ 
PfYVI 
EcoiJ 
A:Dfi-1/1 
1$1~ 
(A-'2i-

<!...JirJS TO: 
.St{ 1fl-

FROM: 
12065: 

E.O .. ~ 
TAGS: 

SUBJECT: 

REF: 

IBUTION 

ORIGIN/ ACTION 

CU EA 

Ea EUR 

NEA PER PM 

NSC OF=llC 

STR TAR USIA 

51,J•:>GESTED DISTRIBUTION: 

·-----·------

HANDLING CL.A.SStFICATIO~ MESSAGE REFERENCE NO. 

CONFIDENTIAL A-34 

DEPARTMENT OF.STATE 

AMCONSULS ISFAHAN AND TABRIZ (VIA INTERNAL POUCH) 

J\MCONSUL SHIRAZ DATE: 12/6/78 

GDS-12/6/78 (TOMSETH, VICTOR L.) OR-M 
PINS, PINT, IR 
WHITHER IRAN AFTER MOHARRAM? 

SUMMARY: (C) Opponents of the Pahlavi regime hop 
to oring it down during the month of Moharram · 
while the hope in Tehran appears to be that Moha 
ram will prove the inability of oppositionists t 
acheive their political objectives without first 
compromising with the Shah. Both these hones ma~ 
be overly optimisi tic. The oC:·ls, as seen from 
Shiraz, seem to favor continued confrontation 
even after Moharram. If this state of affairs 
does indeed persist, the evolution:of attitudes 
within the military will becone crucial. What
ever the ultimate politi~al denoue~ent here, the 
military will almost certainly figtlre pominently 
in it. Our national interests will best be serve 
by elimination of the unrest.which has been so 
disruptive in recent months. Under the circum
stances, the best policy we can pursue may well : 
be to let events reach their natural conclusion 
with a minimum of attempted manipulation on our 
part. END SUMMARY ' 

(C) Opposition elements in Shiraz and elsewhere in 
southern Iran appear to hope that through a combina
tion of strikes and other crippling labor actions, 
demonstrations and shop closures, and general confro 
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tation of the government reaching a culmination during the 
month of Moharram that the Shah will be driven from his 
throne and Iranians everywhere will at long last acheive 
political self-realization. The hope in Tehran, on the other 
hand, as seen-from Shiraz seems to be that Moharram will 
prove the inability of the opposition to overthrow the Pah
lavi regime and that thereafter pressures will rapidly build 
on. opposition leaders to compromise with the Shah. 

(C) Both these hopes may be overly optimisitic. Despite ru~ 
motirs of arms shipments clandestinely flooding the country, 
it does not seem likely that the Iranian military is in any 
immediate danger of being out-gunn<0d by opponents of the 
regime. The latter to date have been armed with little more 
than their zeal, whatever they have found lying in the streets, 
and an occasional home-made explosive device. Thus, given the 
current weaponry mismatch and assuming the military is as.yet 
unprepared to take on the job of deposing the Shah for hi~ 
opponents, the odds are in favor of his being able to hang 
on for awhile longer jf that is his choice. 

(C) A coalition government, however, even one including op
position elements, anticipatory to national elections in 
June would have dubious prospects for success. It is con~ 
ceivable that some relatively moderate elements opposed to 
monarchical absolutism (if not monarchy itself) as well as 
a host of opportunists of all political shades would be temp
ted to join a coalition government, but those committed to 
the elimination of the monarchy as an institution almost 
surely would continue to hold. out. This latter group, at 
least in southern Ir~n, seems large and determined. Further, 
given the atmosphere of hostility, suspicion and cynicism 
which dominates the view of these irreconcilables, it is 
unlikely in the extreme that any coalition government, even 
one including certified opponents of the regime, would have 
much credibility among.them. They are inclin~d to view just 
willingness to deal with the Pahlavi regime as, ipso facto, 
a traitorous act. ~-~~·~ 

(C) Under such circumstances, confrontation could easily 
continue virtually unabated. Those dedicated to the Shah'~ 
overthrow would attenipt to keep up the pressure on him and 
what would be p~rceived as his government. They would most 
probably focus thei.r effortson the kinds of economic actions 
which have proven so disruptive heretofore. At the same time, 
the government would be attempting to carry out the day-to
day chores of national administration in an environment of 
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political urgency and economic chaos and to organize na
tional elections handicapped by differing points of view 
among the coalition members and l~ck of popular consensus. 
As the elections approached, the in-fighting among coalition 
partners would almost inevitably escalate to the point where 
the coalition itself might be seriously jeopardized. If the 
elections could be pulled off, it is doubtful (given the 
present attitudes of hardcore oppositionists) that they 
would have any more meaning or ultimate utility than the 
elections which used to be held periodically in South Viet
nam. 

(C) The evolution of the attitude of the military in co~ing 
weeks thus becomes critical. At tho moment, senior officers 
in Shiraz appear to view their mission in very narrow terms. 
Not long ago Shiraz's martial law administrator described 
himself as a neutral force stand1ng between the government 
and opponents who wish to attack it violently. He scrupu-/ 
lously avoided condemning opposition as such, however, claim
ing it is not his job to judge political issues. These latter 
require political solutions which, he said, can only be 
found in Tehran. Such an attitude can be tenable over the 
longer term only if the required solutions are indeed found. 
And in the case of Iran that is the rub. If a mutually de
rived compromise between the Shah and the majority of his 
people _is not pbssible, an outside force will sooner or 
laterihave to impose one. The military, given its natural 
distaste for political turmoil of any sort and its coercive 
power; becomes the obvious candidate for this task. 

(C) In this instance, assumption by the milit&ry of the role 
of political arbitraror might follow one of two general 
courses. Conventional wisdom would seem to be on the side 
of a more conservative approach in which the military simply 
takes on responsibility for both keeping the peace and ~ee
ing to it that the business of government is carried out. 
This would require much greater direct intervention in areas 
other than law enforcement than has been the case so far 
under the Azhari government. The need for legitimacy and 
perhaps sentiment would seem to favor retention of the Shah, 
although probably more for window dressing than anything 
else, under such an approach. However, keeping him on the 
throne would almost surely mean continuation 6f considerable 
popular opposition to the government. 

(C) While there are certainly precedents for unpopular mili
tary regimes, and some of them have demonstrated remarkable 
viability, popular opposition is not something that is usual-
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ly cou~ted for it~ own sake. Indeed, members of the mili
tary like_ to be liked no less than anyone else. This fact 
cou~led w1t~ the_somcwhat messianic role often tempting t~ 
militjlry el1tes in the third world, mi,ght prompt the mili
tary here to act as an "honest broker" between the Iranian 
pe::~l.e and

1 
the Shah many of them are attempting to over

th1~w. Suca a scenario could entail an invitation from the 
military to the_monarch to take an extended vacation abroad 
pending res?lution of the political situation in Iran a 
rccom~endation that he abdicate in favor of his son a~d a 
council ?f regents, or simply elimination of the Pahlavi 
dyna~ty in response to the popular will. 

~C) Whatever the ultimate outcome of events here however 
it seems alm?st certain_ that ~he military ~ill figure pro~ 
m1nen~l~ in_1t. Our national interests will be best served 
~"Y el1m1nat1.on of the unrest which has proven so disruptive 
H1..:r:_:~ent_mont~s. A more central role for the Iranian mili
.tary :tn directing government affairs will not guarantee 
such an outcome, ~n~ certainly any attempt on our part to 
influence.the pol~tical process in that direction would be 
f~a~~ht with cons~derable risk. Similarly, despite the Shah'i 
~a~1ous_unpopularity, repudiation of him at this point would 
~e.ve little purpo~e and most probably would b3 viewed by 
man~,_even among his opponents, as no more than great power 
cynic1~m. Nonetheless, it is extremely doubtful that the 
Shah will ever_ again '..le able to exercise the leadership 
role he_once did: Further, it is far from inevitable that 
~he ultimate po~itical denouement in Iran, whether it be in 
~a~o~ of retention ?f the_Shah or something else, would be 
inimical to our national interests. Under the circumstances 
our_best P?licy might well be to urge moderation and accomo~ 
~at1on, while remaining alert to the ~ossibility of external 
interference,.but otherwise to let events reach their na
tural conclusion. 

/ 
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SUBJECT: OPPOSITION LEADERS RELEASED; DEMONSTRATIONS PLANNED 

SUMMARY: GOI RELEASED KARIM SANJABI AND D anus FOROUHAR EVENIN 

DEC 6. PAIR WILL MEET WITH FRONT LEADERS DEC 7. NATIONAL FRO. 

(INF) WILL PARTICIPATE IN DEMONSTRATIONS SCHEDULED FOR DEC 10 

(TASSUA). U.S. PROFESSOR COT'D\:tl RUMORED IN IRAN. END SUMMARY,, 

1. DR. NASSER MINATCHI CALLED tmoFF STEMPEL AT HOME AFTER 

CURFEW DEC 6 TO DISCUSS NEWS T~ GOI HAD RELEASED KARIM 

SANJABI AND DARIUS FOROUHAR. MINATCHI CONFIRMED RELEASE AND 

SAID HE HAD TALKED TO TWO MEN BY TELEPHONE. MEETING OF MAJOR 

NATIONAL FRONT LEADERS WAS SET FOR LATE AFTERNOON DEC 7 TO 

DISCUSS NEXT MOVES. MINATCHI NOTED GOI HAD MADE DECISION TO 

RELEASE PAIR ON DEC 4, AND RELEASE WAS BEING VIEWED AS GESTURE 

OF GOODWILL, AT LEAST BY MODERATE INF LEADERS. LIBERATION 

IRAN (LMI) CONTACT TOLD EMBOFF MORNING DEC 7 THAT 

"INTERESTING" BUT DID NOT CHANGE MUCH AND ASKED TO 

1>0L: GBLambrakis ~ 
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f;ET IN TOUCH MORNING DEC 8. 

Pa9•_2 of_,__,_// __,_ct '1__._'1_.___·_ 
Mrrl-i 

2. MINATCHI SAID INF HAD ALREADY MADE PLANS TO PARTICIPATE 

IN LARGE DEMONSTRATION BEING ORGANIZED BY AYATOLLAH 

TALEQANI TO BEGIN AT 9 A.M. DEC 10. ACCORDING TO 

MINATCHI, DEMONSTRATION WILL BEGIN NEAR SHANAZ SQUARE, 

AT EAST END OF SHAH REZA AND MOVE WEST, BEING JOINED BY 

GROUPS WHICH WILL FORM UP AT OTHER LOCATIONS IN CITY: 

MINATCHI SAID IDEA WAS TO HAVE MASSIVE EFFORT; COMMITTEE 

FOR DEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOM (CDHRF) HAD 

PLANNED SEPARATE HUMAN RIGHTS MARCH FOR SAME DAY BUT HAD 

GIVEN UP IDEA WHEN RELIGIOUS LEADERS OPTED FOR LARGE

SCALE, ALL-HANDS EFFORT. MINATCHI THOUGHT MOSTOPPOSITION 

GROUPS WOULD PARTICIPATE. 

3. EMBOFF WAS CALLED FROM LONDON BY JOURNALIST WHO WISHED 

TO CONFIRM STORY THAT U.S. PROFESSOR RICHARD COTTAM, WHO 

IS CLOSE TO INF LEADERS, WAS IN IRAN. EMBOFF EXPRESSED 

IGNORANCE OF MATTER. TO BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE, COTTAM IS 

NOT HERE. WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF DEPARTMENT COULD 

DISCREETLY CONFIRM HIS PRESENCE IN PITTSBURGH. 

L 
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Ali AMINI IRAN 
(Phonetic: ahrneeNEE) 

~pimer Prime Minister 

Addressed as: 
Dr. .11.m in i 

A moderate and an 
anti-Communist, Ali Amini 
has been attempting to 
return to off ice since 
shortly after he resigned 
under extreme pressure 
following 14 months as 
Prime Minister during 
1961-62. He has no real 
power base, but he has 

OrFiCE Of

CENTRAL REFERC:NCE 

many friends in the opposition and might be accept
able as the leader of a national conciliation 
government. Two possibly insurmountable factors 

..• worki.ng against him are his pecsonal and political 
'"estrangement from the Shah for almost two decades 
and the widespread--though apparently in~alid-
suspicion in Iran that he is a pawn of the United 
States. (In truth, he blamed the United States 
for bringing about his 1962 resignation from 
off ice and subsequently commented that this country 
was a bad enemy and a worse friend.) Recently, 
the Shah did sound out Amini on the possibility of 
accepting the prime ministership, hut Amini in
sist(!d on control of the armed forces and SAVAK 
(National Intelligence and Security Organization), 
conditions that would have left the monarch power
less. (Sl 

Amini's Progra11! 

If his past record and recent public and 
private statements are true indications of his 
beliefs, Amini would be a reformer rather than a 
revolutionary, if he became Prime Minister again. 
He refuses to condone anarchy and would continue 
martial law--with significa•tly less resort to 
force--for an indefinite period. He would take 
whatever- measures were necessary to keep the oil 
fields operating. He would dissolve the present 
Parliamen+: anll hold new elections to establish 
a healthy demo~r~tic climate in which the needs 
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the law. He favocs a qn?•.:cnin{·;nt of tr•chnicians 
but would probably b&\/t: t-c in::Ji1d•· u sompli.n<:! of 
politicians and ri·.1 iy.i:-Ju:· rf:'t'< ·;;·1)lrl 1. Lvt.'S if they 
helped him back to powe1:. i'.'al'.11"1 ;-11Jch o[ the 
present crisis on ill-conc1..;iv 1.~d (.:e·unomic policie~:; 
and erratic econo:nic plannin ~, he wou1.d probably 
cut defense spr.::nc1ing to finance~ d~jc1 1tj_onal de
velopment. He would attempt t.u adupl policies-
such as further land reform--~hat ~ould encourage 
a more equitable distribution of the nation's 
wealth. He would also attempt to halt the flight 
of capital out of the country. Ile says he would 
investigate all charges of official corruption 
ovec the past 15 years and prosecute all offenders. 
In early 1978 Amini was suppo::ting the Shah's 
continuance in power; by September he was "re
gretfully" calling for his resignation; and in 
early November he seemed bent on a constitutional 
monarchy--at least for the present. (S) 

Early Life and Career 

Amini has a doctorate in law and economics 
from the University of Paris. After a s~ries 
of judicial and governmental financial posts, 
he was elected to Parliament in 1947. He has 
served as Minister of National Economy (1950-51), 
of Finance (1953-55), and of Justice (1955). He 
was Ambassador to the United States during 1955-
58. ( U) 

When Amini became Prime Minister in May 1961, 
Iran was in·the midst of its most acute political 
crisis since 1953. He dissolved Parliament, 
announced sweeping reforms, and arrested numerous 
military and government officials on charges of 
corruption. His tenure was a whirlwind of reform 
with little support from anyone except the Shah-
and that was uncertain. Amini accomplished a 
great deal; but in July 1962, differences with 
the Shah, a financial-budgetary crisis, civil 
disorders related to the postponement of elec
tions, and personal exhaustion led to his re
signation. ( C) 

After his resignation, Atnini was kept under 
police surveillance and prevented from opposition 
political activity--he was threatened with pro
secution for corrupt land dealings that apparently 
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involved his wife and other family members. (He 
seems to be personally honest.) In the late 
1960s, the government sought to discredit him with 
the old charges o~ cor7uption and for serving as 
an agent for foreign 011 companies. He apparently 
spent the next decade managing and increasing his 
substantial, inherited wealth and exploring ways 
to return to power. (C) 

Personal Data 

. Amini, 71, sometimes speaks without consider
ing the consequences, and he may have a vindictive 
?treak: He has a good sense of humor and is an 
1~tell1gent conversationalist. He has traveled 
widely i~ the United States, Europe and the Middle 
East. His mother was a member of the Qajar dynasty 
that ruled Iran until the father of the present 
Shah helped overthrow it in 1921. Amini speaks 
fluent French and adequate English. (C) 
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Karim SANJABI 
{Phonetic: sanjaBEE) 

Secretary General, 
Executive Committee, 
National Front {since 
September 1978) 

Addressed as: 
Mr. Sanjabi 

On 23 August 1978 
Karim Sanjabi announced 
the resurrection of the 
National Front coalition 
of tne 1950s as the Iran 
National Front (usually 
referred to as the 
National Front--NF). The 
present NF, while untested 
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in terms of popular support, is the largest and 
most extensively organized political opposition 
group in Iran •. Sanjabi describes the ne~ ~Fas a 
fo~,al organization but not a formal pol1t1cal 
party. The old NF supported Prime Minister Moham
mad Mosadeq in his D<Y,;e!" struggle with the Shah. 
Af::ar tl::e dow:-:fall o::: :-!osadeco in 1953, many NF 
rne~.~e:-s fled the coi;trv and ~oved to Europe or 
the ~nited States; Sanjabi stayed in Iran. In 
1977, after E:nv vears of enforced inactivity and 
in response to ln~ications of political liberaliza
tion, he began tte cask of rejuvenating the NF. {C)' 

In his August 1973 announcement, Sanjabi 
bitterlv attacked the Shah personally and called his 
politic~! liberalization program a sham. In later 
statements he declared that the NF would boycott 
any future elections unless they were "free," and 
he demanded an investigation into the fortunes 
amassed by some Iranians. He said that he had no 
obiection to the continuation of the monarchy-
provided that it was a truly constitutional one--
and that the government would have to choose between 
real democracy and Qilitary rule. Sanjabi declared 
that the NF demanded three elements in any future 
government: nationalisn, deBocracy and socialism. (U) 

In October 1978 San1abi flew to Paris to see 
exiled religious o:::>position leader Ay.atollah Ruhol
lah Khomeini, whose following far outnurabers that 
of the NF. There they issued a joint statement that 
contained three points: the ~anarchy must not be 
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supported; the "national-Islaa1ic movement" could 
not approve an illegal monarchy; the government 
should be based on democratic principles approved 
by a referendum. Sanjabi returned to Iran on 10 
November_a~d issued a ha~dline statement rejecting 
any coalition or cooperation with the Shah and the 
government; he claimed that he had reached an 
u~der:tand~n~ (and he may have formed an alliance) 
with Khomeini. ?n the following day he was arrested, 
a government action that clearly was meant to 
e~courage moderate opposition politicians and to 
discourage those opposition leaders who were con
sidering overthrowing the Shah. Sanjabi was 
released on 6 December. ( C) 

The National Front 

The t;F is an wEbrella organization of several 
groups whose members are mostly white-collar, 
middle-class professionals. NF members are gen
erally united in calling for the Shah's adherence 
to the_Consitution of 1906, but they differ widely 
otherwise. Some are willing to work with the Shah 
in ~he hope of obtaining some power in the 
prOJected June 1979 elections; others are willing 
to participate in the .elections but want to reduce 
the Shah's po~ers s~bstantially; and the most 
rad~cal members ;.;ant the Shah to steo down. 
Sa:-i~abi apparently cecided to cast his lot with 
~t~ ~?'~-~cs~ r~d~cal ~o~ponent, and this de~ision 
.:.ea ;:o :us r:!'=eti::g ;.;ith Khomeini and his subsequent 
arresc:. (C) 

Earlv Life and Career 

Karim Sanjabi was born in 1904. A Kurd, he 
is a member of the Sanjabi tribe. At the age of 
13, he was exiled with other members of the tribe 
to Baghdad for three years. (During World War II 
he and some relatives, including his father, were 
arrested by the British occupation forces; to this 
~ay San~abi detests the British and the military.) 
He received a law degree from Tehran University in 
1928 and then spent the next seven years in 
France, where he received a doctorate in law from 
the University of Paris. (His thesis was entitled 
Agricultural Refor~ ir. Irat.) Returning to Iran, 
he entered the Hinistry of Education in 1935, then 
moved to the Ministry of Finance in 1940. In the 
mid-1940s he helped found the Iran Party, which 
later became a major co2ponent of the NF. A 
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successful and highly paid attorney in Tehran, he 
became dean of the Law Faculty of Tehran University 
in 1944 and vice president of that faculty in 1946. (C) 

An early supportei"'of Mosadeq, Sanjabi worked 
closely with him during the period of his ascendancy. 
After the Prime Minister was overthrown, Sanjabi 
went into hiding. Later he was removed from his 
university position and imprisoned. On his release, 
he stayed out of politics for a while. He resumed 
political activity in 1960, however, and became a 
member of the Central Corl\mittee of the Iran Party; 
he also returned to tte university. He was arrested 
again in 1961, released, rearrested in 1963, and 
released in 1965. S-::e:::-g ing from this last imprison
ment physically and mentally exhausted, he returned 
to Tehran University as a professor but avoided 
political activity. Ee remabed out of the 
limelight until tt:e events of 1978 permitted the 
NF to regroup afte:::- a hiatus of 25 years. (C) 

Personal Data 

Sanjabi is sof;: spoken but direct. He speaks 
Kurdish, French, a::d Arabic a:-id reads a little 
English. Sanjabi is married. He and his ·wife, 
Fak':-.ri, have three child:-en. (Ul 
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Naser ''f-iINATCHJ." 
(Phonetic: rneeNAchee) 

National Front Leader 

Addressed as: 
Nr. Minatchi 

~H.hcl 

'f.."OFORN 

Lawyer and human 
rights activist Naser 
Mina~chi is one of two 
nbossesn of the Tehran· 
bazaar, a traditional 
po~a= ~ase of the Islanic 
o~~osition. He is also 
t!-eas:.irer of the Co:7.ni t
tee =or the Defense of 
Hunan ~ights and Freedoill 
(CD~?.?). As head of the 
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board of directors of the Hoseyenyeh Ershad Reli- •• 
gious Center in Tehran, he has for some time been 
a behi~d-the-scenes supporter of the moderate 
religious opposition leaders, and he is a close 
friend of Ava toll ah Kazem Shariat-Madari. (The 
cente= was recently =eopened after being closed 
five years ago because of ·speeches made there against 
the s:::ah.) (5) 

:'"::e sensible a..•d moderate Minatchi supported 
the re;;ine of ?ri:::e :·linister (August-November 
1973) ~afar Sharif-E:::ani and asserted that the 
rnode=a~e religio:.ls opposition should work with the 
go7e~ent to~ard political liberalization. He 
belie·,es that tee Shah is the protector of Iran 
against anarchy and Cornnunism. In October 1978 he 
traveled to Paris to see religious opposition 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollam Khoneini, and he is now 
looking for a way around Khomeini's extremist de
mands. He believes that Khomeini's demands can be 
defused and the Constitution saved if the moderate 
religious leaders support a program whereby the 
Shah leaves the country and a council of state 
takes over that-~ould support a governnent of 
national reconciliation with a mandate to hold 
elections as soon as possible. (S) 

·~iinatchi has '.ong felt that his huraan rights 
efforts have left him "exposed," and as "protectionn 
he has been doggedly s~eking official US endorse
ment of his activities. He visited Washington in 
August 1978 for talks with human rights offi-
cials at the State Department. He has been ~andid 
and informative with US Erabassy officials in 
Tehran. (S) 
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Medhi PIRASTEH 
(Phonetic: peeRAsteh) 

Leader, Constitutional 
Defenders Front (since 
August 1978) 

Addressed as: 
Mr. Pirasteh 

~edhi Pirasteh is a 
flamboJant opportunist. 
When he founded the Con
stitutional Defenders 
Front as his own political 
group, claiming support 
from 380 Iranians, he 
annou~ced that its purpose 
was "to fight for the cause 
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of effective implementation of the Constitution in 
compliance with the teaching of Islam." In an 
October 1978 conversation with US officials, he 
said that his program included reaching an accom
moca.tion with the religious opposition that would 
se~a~ate it from other cnti-Shah elements--and 
presu=ably ally it with him; pursuing a more effec
tive ~~tico~ruptio~ campaign; and reforming 
bureaucratic procejures in order to benefit the 
cc~:::on people. (~) 

Pirasteh has good relations with the Shi'a 
community and claims to have secured the release 
from "ail of several followers of exiled religious 
oooosition leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 
Pl~asteh has wanted to be Prime Minister for many 
years and allegedly has good contacts in the Palace, 
but his last important government positions were as 
Anbassador to Iraq during 1964-67 and to Belgium 
during 1967-71--posts he himself considered exile. 
He seems to be well disposed toward the United 
States, but this attitude may result from a belief 
that this country has,considerable influence in 
internal Iranian affairs. Some US Embassy officers 
in Tehran suspect that he is a British agent. (C) 

Career 

Pirasteh claims to have a doctorate from 
Tehran University, but he probably has just a law 
degree. After 14 years in the court.system an~ 
the Ministry of Justice, he was appointed public 
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prosecutor in Tehran in 1946, He quickly showed a 
talent_for _graft, embezzlement, political intrigue, 
and doing fav?rs for the right people, including 
several associated with Princess Ashraf, the 
Shah's twi:-i sister. Entering Parliament in 1948, 
he ~roved to be a st,unch follower of the Shah 
during the latter's battles with Prime Minister 
(195~-~3) Mohammad Mosadeq, Later, as governor 
~enera~ of Fars (1959-61) and Khuzestan (1962-63) 
ne wa~ an effective administrator with a flair fo; 
adopt~ng ~opular causes. He served as Minister of 
Interior in 1963. (C) 

Rersonal Data 

. ~irasteh, about 71, is devious, dishonest, 
1ntel1ec~uall~ shallow, long-winded, publicity 
hungry ooastr~l and sonetimes crude. He is a man 
of act o:-i, however, and he does have a record of 
some a ~o"lplish;nent. He speaks adequate English, 
but he is more comfortable using French. (C) 
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Ahr.tad B.,,NI-AHc•lAD 
(Phonetic: bahnee AHmahd) 

Leader, ·unity for 
Freedo;n Party 

Addressed as: 
Mr. Bani-Ahmad 

;~mad Bani-Ahmad, 
a veteran educator and 
a ::ie::1:::>?r of the Maj les' 
(lo~er house of Parlia~ 
~e~t) since 1975, re-

· sign;~. his seat as 
Depu~y from Tabriz on 
9 ~ove~ber 1978 to pro
test ;-.)vernr:i.ent ?Qlicies. 
A poli~ical gadfly, ::e 
has be~n critical of 
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recent governments. He disputed casualty figures 
p\.Jbl is:-ted by the governnent of then Prime Minister 
Jafar Sharif:-Snaoi after demonstrations in September 
1973 and went on a hunger strike that lasted until 
the gp-;ernnent resigned. In October he called for 
the scrapping of plans to purchase two nuclear 
reactcrs =re~ ?ranee, charging that corruption 
an:i irregulari.ties ·,;ere involved in the decision to 
:ma::.e ;:2e -o:.:r·c::;ase. 3ani-Ahmad favors the formation 
of. a ==.bi;et of national unity as a neans of return
ing scability to tte country, and he has blamed the 
go-;er=e::'lt o:: ?ri.r.:e ~!inister Qolam Reza Azhari 
for failing to end internal disturbances. He is 
politically .ar::bitious and appears to have channels 
of co==~nication to other political leaders and to 
the bazaars, traditional Islamic centers of 
power.· (C) 

h for:i:er rnenber of the now moribund Resurgence 
of the People of Ir an ( RPPI) Party, created by the 
Shah to advance his Shah-people revolution, Bani
Al-.nad announced the formation of his own political 
group in July 1978 but did not announce his with
drawal from the RPPI until August 1978, when he 
beca.'1.e convinced that he could withdraw with 
inpunity and create his own party. Like other 
new Iranian parties, his Unity for Freedom Party-
leftist with socialist leanings--is largely 
elitist, has few adherents, and is without a 
program. In October, while in Rome attending a 
"Kon-Corr:reunist Iranian Students Congress," Bani
/..hnad announced that the party would apply for 
me~bership in the Soclalist International. (C) 
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Bani-Ahmad \'las born into a well-known and 
respected family in Rezaiyeh. After receiving a 
diploma in literature from the 'Rezaiyeh Teachers 
College, he served successively. as teacher, principal 
and superintendent of various area schools. During 
the 1950s, following completion of his military 
service, he was acting manager of the Education 
Depa=~"ent and direttor of the Religious Endowments 
Office. (C) 

Bani-Ahmad, about 58, has written three books. 
He sp~aks Turkish and English. (U) 

so 
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National Front leader 

Addressed as: 
Mr. Lahij i 

~ leading dissident 
lawyer , Abdol Karim 
Lahiji has defended many 
human rights cases and is 
a prominent oppositionist 
member of the Committee 
for the Defense of Freedom 
and Hurnan Rights. He was 
briefly hospitalized with 
bruic;cs in April 1978, 
not long after he had defended 
civilian court trial. (C) 
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Moham~ad DERAKHSHSSH 
(Phonetic: dehrahkSHESH) 

Former National Union 
Party Leac1er 

Addressed as: 
Mr. Derakshesh 

Political opposition 
leader Mohammad Derakh~ 
shes~ served briefly in 
1961 as Minister of 
Education. In 1973 he 
was named spokes~an of 
the t~en newly formed 
Natio~al Union Partv, 
whict favored implenen-
tat ion of the Shah-people 
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revol'-ltion. Derakhshesh was also once a leader of 
the ~ow disbanded Mehregan Club and was a close 
frier,d of the late ~"ir Asadollah Alam, former 
Prime Minister and close friend of the Shah. (S) 
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Kazem SHARIAT-MADARI 
(Ph.on(::-t ic: -shareeAHT-rilahdaREE) 

Religious Opposition 
Leader 

Kazem Shariat-
Madari is an ayatollah 
(prominent leader) and 
has long been one of the 
senior figures in Shi'a 
Islam. During the 11 
months of demonstrations, 
civil disturbances and 
riots that started in 
January 1978, he has 
emerged as the public 
spokesman for the relig
ious opposition and as 
the most influential 
Shi'a clergyman in the 
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country. In September 1978 Shariat-Madari report
edly declared himself the "sole" Shi'a leader. If 
he has indeed assumed that title, it will undoubt
edly cause friction with Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
who also claims it. (Khomeini has lived in exile 
for 14 yearsi he is an uncompromising foe of the 
Shah and calls for the end of the dynasty.) The 
religious community in Iran is more fragmented 
~han Western observers had previously assumed, and 
Jealousy among its leaders is common. These 
divisions and rivalries may have become less 
noticeable in the current anti-Shah campaign, but 
they remain. (Cl 

Unlike many of his fellow clergymen; Shariat
Madari is not opposed to modernizationi he favors 
~he incorporation of selected Western concepts 
into Islam and insists that he is not against all 
change. H.is central complaint against the gov
ernment centers on Article 27 of the Supplemen
tary Constitutional Law of 1907. This article 
provides for the examination of all legislation by 
f~ve promi~ent religious leaders for conformity 
with Islamic law and implies clerical veto power 
over both the Parliament and the sovereign. In 
his drive toward modernization, the Shah has 
simply ignored Article 271 Shariat-Madari asserts 
that the spiritual leaders must be able to exer
cise their legally mandated voice in formulating 
legislation and supervising its implementation. 
(CJ 
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In the past Shariat-Hadari ria~ been more 
willing to compromise with the S~ah than has 
Khomeini. Caught up in the eve~ts of the last 
three months, however, he seemsito have taken a 
r:iore ni.lit~ stance. He charal::terized the mili
tary government forr.ied by Gen. Qolar:t Reza Azhari 
on 6 Novenber> 1978 as no different fro1~ its pred
ecessors except in tactics, anp he warned of grave 
consequences unless it was re~laced by a civilian 
government. He has even begur to echo Khomeini's 
call for an Islamic republic in which the Shi'a 
clergy would exert great influence and power. He 
r:iaintains that this•forr.i of government would be 
democratic because the overwhelming majority of 
Iranians are Muslims. (Cl 

Early Life and Career 

The son of a clerical family, Kazem Shariat
Madari was born in about 1902. He began his early 
religious education in his hometown of Tabriz and 
later studied in the Iranian holy cities of Qom 
and Meshed and the Iraqi holy cities of Najaf and 
Karbala. In the early 1960s he won recognition as 
a mojtahecl (religious scholar) and then achieved 
the status of a marjeh (a preeminent clergyman who 
has the right to command the faithful and whose 
religious instructions should be followed). Even
tually he achieved the title of ayatollah. His 
main political base.was in the Tabriz bazaar, but 
his influence radiated throughout Tabriz and 
Azerbaijan--bazaar merchants have contributed 
heavily to both Shariat-Madari and Khomeini. 
Shariat-Hadari developed a secondary base in Qom, 
where he now heads a religious school that is one 
of -the most respected in Shi' a Islam. (Qom is a 
bustling, commercial city southwest of Tehran, as 
well as a center of pilgrimages and learning; 
alcohol, gambling, movies, and women in modern 
dress are not permitted there. It was a clash be
tween religious forces and police in Qom that 
began Iran's year of turmoil.) ( C) 

Personal Data 

Shariat-Madari is a serene man who invariably 
dresses in black and light-gray robes and ~ears 
the black turban that marks him as a descendant of 
Ali, the leading imam of the Shi'as. He speaks 
Arabic and is an expert on Shi'a·commercial law. 
The ayatollah is raarriedi it is not known whether 
he has any children. (U) ,·,_,_ "~',_,.:,.,_. r_, · .. "· .I/' .I·· u 
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SU:CJEd.T: OLITICAL/SECURITY REPORT, DEC. 8, 1978 

1. LAST NIGHT CONTINUED RELATIVE LULL I~ rISTURBANCES IN 
TEHR~N. DEMONSTRATION WITH SHOOTING WAS REPORTFD·1~ JALEH 
SQUARF. AFTER CURFEr, BUT VERY LITTLE CHA~TING OR S~OOTING 
WAS REPORTED IN NORTH TFHRAN. ARSONISTS THRB~ FIREBOMB 
:ATO HOM! OF ASST AIR ATTACHE BUT IT FAILEL TO IGNITE. 
FIRE~OMB WAS ALSO ~BROWN INTO BRITISH RESirENCE 3UT DID 
NO DAMA1E. CONSULATE SHIRAZ REPORTS INCREASED CRO~D 
NCISE ANL 3HCCTING AFTER CURFEW ~OR PAST T~O NIGETS. 
LOCAL SECURITY FORCES S\Y IT 15 ALL TAP~ RECORD!D BUT T~IS 
IS U~LI~ELY, SINCE ELECTRICAL PO~ER HAS BEEN OUT ?OR ~UCH 
CF THIS F~RICL. SO~E CF THE LtSTijRPANCIS HAVE BEEN REA!. 
TROOPS HAVE Bl3UN BRiA~I~: INTO ij0U3ES, APFARENTL! IN 
PURSUIT OF tEMCNSTRATCRS. PO~ED OUTAG~S HAVE RECCKE U~
USUALLY L0~3; LAST NI~HT'S OUTA1!, F]OM 2100-~1ze ANr 
A~AIN STAR~ING AT C337, ~AS CONTINUIN3 IN 50~E SECTIO~S 
Gf TOWN AT MII~AY. CCNSULATE IS~A~A~ PIPGPTS PFACIUL 
~E~ONSTRATION YESTERDAY. 30M3 ~IPLOD~r M~Xr TO APART OF 
AC'CH LAST -;IGH':. HEAVY GUNFIRE WAS EVID~itiT t1I'.;ET OF DFC 
:·1-e ?UT f>ID ~:OT RECCR LAST NIG!IT. A ?~·.; :1CTtE s:~c?S CPF;\JYD 
YI'S E~\DAY 1' I'/Zf.! A ?P~!{. Mosrc sH:).FS RE('.~ I>:l~D crjos~;:J .. 
PC·.<;-~ l1;"AS OF i:c·un.~E cu~, A~A!Nt !\S 1'11 1t.'A2' ·T:'; ~F.~::·,/11~; 

1t"CC· .. 
CO\ ~IL~TE TA?~IZ RE?o2rs ~on~·~r.T?:LY Il~~;y lIRIN~ [~. B~ZAA~ 
A~f GO~FSTA~ PAR< AF~A T~IS r0R~ItI~. 
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R!PORTED IN TEHRAN. EMBASSY ANNOUNCEMENT 7HAT DEPli'NDENT<: 
CAN FLY TO UNITED STATES AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE ~AS-~N- w 

EVITABLY CAUSEC A STIR. VE ARE EMPHASIZING THI~ IS NC 
EVACUATION, BUT NERVOUS A.MCI~ COMMU~ITY IS IN PART 
CETFRMINEC lO HEAR Y~AT IT WANTS TO HEAR. SPECIAL PAN AM 
FLIGHT WILL LEAV! AT MICNIGRT TONIGHT FCR ISTA~3JL, CARRY
ING NONOFFICIAL AMCITS WHO WISH TO LEAVE AT THEIR OWN 
EXPENSE. . 

3. TWO DAYS BEFORE SUNDAY, 3EING HERALDED AS GREAT DAY OF 
CONFRONTATION, THERE IS MUCH POLITICAL M6VEMENT IN CIR~G
TICN OF NONVIOLENT COMPROMISE. THESE EFFORTS &RE 
SIGNIFICANT ~UT WE REMAIN S!EPTICAL AS TO WHETHER THEY 
CAN DEFUSE SITUATION AT T~IS LATE DATE. DR. NA~SER 
MINATCHI OF COMMITTEE FOR PEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS.AND 
FREEtCM TOLL EM3ASSY THAT RELIGI0US LEALERSHIP AND GOI 
HAVE AGRFED ON P~ACFUL SCENARIO FOR SUNCAY--MARTIAL LAW 
AUTHORITIES TO PERMIT MASSIVE DE~O~STPATION, AND BELIGICUS 
LEADERS TC IEEP IT PEACEFUL A~D RELIGIOUS, REPELLING ANY 
RADICAL ELEMZNTS WHO ATTEMPT TO PAR~ICIPATE. A~RFEMENT 
WAS OBTAINEL THRCUGH Goer OFFICES OF ALI AMINI. MARCHERS 
WILL ASSEMBLY AT EIGHT POINTS: S!YED KHADAN BRIE~E CN OLD 
SHEMIRAN ROAD; SHAHNAZ SQUARE; SHAHREZA AT OLD SH!MIRAN 
ROAC (THIS WILL BE THE TALEGHANI GROUP); ARK SQPARE, JUST 
NORTH OF BAZAAR ITHIS WILL BE THE RUMA~ RIGHTS ORGANIZATION 
GROUP); CUSTOMS HOUSF SCUARE; SHAH SCUARE EAST OF BAZAAR; 
KENNECY SQUARE IN WEST TEHRAN, AND VANAK SQUA~E. ALL· 
GROUPS WILL HEAD FOR SHAHFEZA AT OLD SHE~IqAN ROAD FOR 
MAPCH WEST ON SHAHREZA TO SHAHYAC MONUMENT. MARCH IS 
EXPVCTED TO LAST FROM 0900 TO 15e0. (COMME~T: IT IS 
SIGNIFICANT THAT RELIGIOUS LEADERSHIP, INCLUDINl SOME 
KHOMEINI PEOPLE, IF NOT KHOMEINI HIMSELF, SAYS IT HAS 
ASHIEVED A~P.FEMENT WITH R!GIME, WE ARE SKEPTICAL AEOUT 
ABILITY OF SHARIATMADARI OR OT3ER RELIJIOUS MODERATES TO 
CO~TROL RADICALS. IT SHOULD NOT BE CIFFICULT FOR PRO
VOCATEURS TO TRANSFORM MARCH INTO BLOODY CO~FRONTATION.) 

4. IRANIAN PRESS SOURCE, NOT CONSIDERED WHOLLY RELIABLE,. 
BT 
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TOLD EMBOFF HI MET YESTER~AY WITH PRIMIN AZHARI, 160 SAID 
50 PROMINENT PEOPLE CARRIED LETTER TO OOM THE DAY BEFORE, 
ASKING .AYATOLLAHS TO CALM THE MULTIT!!DES • SOiJRCE SAII:. 
SHABIATMADARI GOLPAYAGANI, AND NAJAFI MAY ISSUE A 
COMMUNIQUE TO.THAT EFFECT, URGBG PF.ACFUL, RFLI~I0~'3 
OBSERVA~CE OF MOHARRAM AND CAUTIONINl AGAINST D~SI3NS OF 
~UBVERSIVES. OTHER REPORTS WE HAVE,(SEPTELS) INDICATF 
CONsirE,lBLE DOUBT IN SHARIATMAtAHI s MINI AS TC E;AS' 
ACTIONS TO TAKE. 

5. LMI REPRESENTATIVE TAVASSOLI (PRCTECT) AL~C REPCFTEC 
SIGNS OF ACCOMMODATION TO EMBOFF TODAY, NOTING FOR EXAMPLE, 
THAT TROOPS HAVE '10VED AWAY FROM HErAYAT MC~Q'JE A~C C'lHERS 
W~ERE OPPOSITION NATIONAL FRONT M1ETINGS EAVE 3EEN HEID. 
HE CONFIRMED T3AT UNDERGROUND CJLLS ARE ARMI~~ THEMSELVES 
BUT IOU!lTED THEY \1'0ULD TA 1:B AC'I'.ICN. ~ 
NATIONAL FRONT EELIEVES ~ENERAL IHOSRODAD IS ON~ OY 
COMMITTE OF TWELVE CONSPIRING AGANST IT, AN~ ALLEGEDLY 
HELPED ARRANGE THE ARSON OF NOVEMBIR 5. REG~RDING ~~FGER 
CUESTION OF POLITICAL COMPROMISE, TAVASSOLI STATED L~I 
STILL INSISTS ON RZMOVAL OF SHAH AS PRECON:cITICN. EF. AISO 
HOPED FOR A PEACFUL MARCH ON SUNL!Y AND CALLED ON USG 
"THROUGH ITS CONTPOL OF THE ARMY, TO {EEP TROOPS_Fao~ " 
OPEN!~~ FIRE. EMBOFF SEARPLY IISPUTEr CHARGE CF cc~~ROL 
AND SAID USG WILL US.E. l/l!ATEVER INFLUENCE IT HS FOR ;'f.ACE; 

6. AHTCLIAR SEIF-H NOURI CF TEHRA'J TCL:t: ANCTF.FR E!B0"6 
THA"' R''Lir.IOUS COMMUNITY WII.L ACCEPT SHH AS CO~!STI".'UT~A.L 
Mo~ir6~: REGARCING SUNDAY HE SAir RSLIGICDS COMMU~I~r 

,'.1AKTS A, PEACFUL Mft.RC!! Ai\D EOPES ~or. HELS 'I!LE SAME.. A 
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co;PR;,HE\';I~E .t\'.;ft~r:'1FN'r IS POSSIBLE, BUT Sil>GE OPPOSITION 
~~~s .. OT .-R~ST TH}: SHA~, us; SHOULD :}UPRANTEE THE SETTLF
,_NT._ A~~TRER SOU?rE nAS TCLD us AYATCLLAH CECMI C) ~A~HAD 
IS .P~HAS"'.D TO ACC}iPT CONSTITUTIONAL -ROLE FOR SHAH WI'l'HTN 
CONTEXT Cj' A CC~?EC:MISE SOLlJTION. - -

7. CO~MENT: ALL THIS SEEMS TO INDICATE RELIGIOUS OPPOSI
TION EACfINa A~AY FRCM BLOCLY TEST CF STRE~GTH. PRCBIEMS 
RE'1AIN, 30~EVER. A PEACFUL '1ARCH, EVEN UNDER THE BEST 
SCENARIO, ~OULr INEVITABLY INGLUDE 3AN~ERS AND SHOUTS IN 
FAVOR OF ~HOMEI~I ASD AGAINST THE SHAH. FURTHERMORE, NO 
WORD HAS COME FROM PARIS THAT IHOMEI~I HIMSELF WANTS A
PEACEFUL SUNfjY, ASr GCI HAS NOT ALTFhEL PCTELIC STANCE 
TliAT MARCHES WILL ~OT BE PE?MITTFD. FVEN IF ~ROOFS HAVE 
NOT ENFORCED TOUGH LANGUAGE OF MARTIAL LAW DIRECTIVES TO 
THE LETTER, THEY HAVE CONSISTENTLY ~POtFN ·up ~ECWIS IN 
TEPRAN UP TO NOW, USUALLY FIRING OVER THEIR H~Ars BUT 
OCCASIONALLY AT THE~. ?ERSIA~ SU?TLFTY rs CLFARLY AT 
WORK, BUT IT IS NOT CLEAR THAT IT WILL BE SUCCESSFUL FOR 
THE GOVERNMENT. SULLIVAN 
BT 
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°'-;?~·'' 
SUMMARY: EMBOFF MET WITH AYATOLLAH YAEYA ALL,MER NOtRI AT 
HOME OF PRO~INENT BAZAAR! EAJI KASHANI roq THREE HOURS 
EVENING OF JECEM3ER 7. 'YATOLLAH EXPRESSED MODER\TE VIEW 
OF POSSIBLE SOLUTION TO PRESENT IRANIAN POLITICAL CRISIS 
INCLUDING WILLiNGNESS TO HAVE SHAH qEMAIN CONSTITUTIONAL 
MONARCH (EUT NOT AS CCMMANDER IN CHIEF OF ARMED FORCES) 
PROVIDED 1J .s. W::llJLD EE -nLLING fo SBR1JE AS GUARANTOR OF 
SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT. WITHOUT CONFIDING SPECIFIC INFORMA
TION REGARDING DEMONSTR~TIONS PL~~NED FOR ASHURA, NOURI 
NOTED THAT THERE HAD EEEN GENERAL AGRE~~ENT AMONG THE 
ISLAMIC AND OTR~2 OPFCSITION LEADERS THAT THEY SHCULD BE 
PEACEFUL. HE URGED SOME OF HIS SUPPORTERS TO STAY HOME 
~ATHER TH4N JQIN IN TSE DEMONSTRATIONS AND SUGGESTED THAT 
iEE U.S. us~ ITS INFLUENCE TO RESTRAIN THE BEHAVIOR 
OF THE IRANIAN SOLDIERY. NO.:JRI WAS RECEPTIVE TO IDEA 

,THAT FURTHER MEETINGS SHOULD TAIE PLACE VITH EMBOFF AND 
BETWEEN EMBQFF AND OTHER IRANIAN AYATOLLAHS. END SUMMARY. 

1. BMBOFF OPEN Et DISCUSSION WITH STATEMENT_ OF U .S; POSI
TION IN SUPPORT OF THE SFAH AND OF SHAH'S EXPRESSFD WILL
IN~NESS TO ACCEPT A CONSTITUTIONAL ROLE WHICH WOULD 
INCLUtE THE RETENTION OF PtS POSITION AS COMMANDER-IN
CHIEF OF THE ARMEL FORCES. EMEOFF NOTED THAT SUCH AN 
ARRANGEMENT ALSO ENJOYED THE SUPPORT OF THE IRANIAN 
~ILITARY LEADERS. AFTER LONG DISSERATION ON THE STATE 
OF CO~FLICT WHICH HAS TRADITIONALLY EXISTBD BETWEEN THE 
MO~ARCHY AND TEE ISLAMIC ESTABIISHMENT IN IRAN, NOURI 
STATED THAT THE FIRST PREFERENCE OF THE I~ANIAN PEOPLE 
~OULD 3E THAT THE SHAH SEOULD·LEAVE AND THAT TBF MONARCHY 
SHOCLD BE SUCCEEDED BY AN ISLA~IC REPUBLIC. HOWEVER, IF 
TE~ GREAT PO;VE!lS AND OTHERS INSIST THAT TEE SHAH MUST RE
MAIN lS A COKS~ITUTIONlL FIGURE ~HO WOULD RULE BUT NOT 
REIGN, THE ISLAMIC LEADERSHIP ~OULD ACCEPT THIS. THERE 
~tsr EE A RETUR~ TO THE 1906 CONSTITUTION, ?ATHER TRAN 
THE PRESENT VERSION, WHICH HAS BEEN CORRUPTED THROUGH 
l~~~r~ENTS IN FA10R OF THE PAHL~VI DYN&STY. THIS WOULD 
PiE~LU~Z A ROLE FOR THE SHAH AS COMMANDE~-I~-CHIEF OF 
'I'.!<; 1\?.f',ED FORCES AS THIS AM-Dl1JT-IENT. WAS ADD£D AFTER THE 
ESTA3~!SBME~T OY PAHLAVI CONTROL. MOREOVER, THE PEOPLE 
i;Jl'L" !WT T?]ST 'I'RE si;_~E 'l'O 0PROLD HIS EIJD OF ANY CON
S~l~J IONAL EARGAIN EUT EXPECT THAT RE WOULD USE WHATEVER 
l'?POTC u:nTI s ARIS~ TO :;'.E-EST,\l'LIS:I 1-!IS DICTORIAL POWERS. 
~~~RE ORE, OU 0 I PBOPO~ED T?AT TRF ~NITED "TATES, AS THE 
YCJ!''.'i >< PO'•' R ',1l1'H TH:O '}REATEST l_:J"L0ENGE OV-SR THE SHAH, 
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ACT AS .GUARANTOR OF TEE SHnH'S GOOD FAITH. IN ANY CON
STITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENT. 
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2. PRIOR TO THE F.STABLISHMENT or A CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERN
MENT, THROUGH ELECTION OR RZFERENDUM, THE MILITARY GOVERN
MENT MUST BI DISSOLVED. NOURI SAID THAT ISLAMIC LEADER
SHIP, ACTING TOGETHER, COuLD ISSUE A CALL WRICH WOULD BE 
OBEYED BY THE MAJORITY OF SOLDIERS AND LOWER-RANIING 
OFFICERS, SO THE U.S. SHOULB ~OT ALLO~ THE MILITARY TO 
DICTATE THE SHAPE OF AN IRANilN SETTLEMENT. FOLLOWING 
DISSOLUTION OF THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT, A TRANSITIONAL· 
GOVERNMENT MUST EE.BROUGHT INTO EXISTENCE IN SUCH A MANNER 
AS ro REDUCE ?ENSIONS AND ESTABLISH A GENERAL CLIMATE OF 
CONFIDENCE AMONG THE PEOPLE. (SEVERAL TIMES IN THE CON
VERSATION NOURI MADE THE POINT TEAT, WHILE THE ISLAMIC 
CLERGY IS IN MANY W~YS TEE LEADER OF THE IRANIAN REVOLU
TION, THEY ARE ALSO LED BY THE PEOPLE, AND THE CLERGY . 
WOULD QUICKLY BE ABANDONED BY THE PEOPLE IF THEY SHOULD 
SUDDENLY PROVE TO BE TOO MODERATE OR OTHERWISE OUT OF 
STEP.) 'IOURI BELIEVEr THE ESSENCE OF ANY TRANSITIONAL 
GOVERNMENT SHOULD Bl A REVOLvTIONARY ISLAMIC corNCIL OF 
100-15eJ MEN WHO WOuLD BE "INTRODUCED" TO THE PEOPLE BY 
THE ISLAMIC LEADERSHIP. THE COUNCIL ~OULD BE MADE UP OF 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NATIONAL FRONT, THE UNIVERSITY 
COMMUNITY, THE ISLAMIC ESTABLISHMENT, AND "OTHER IMPORTANT 
ELEMENTS OF IRANIAN SOCIETY." ITS MEMBERSHIP WOULD BE 
CHOSEN BY TBE PEOPLE (MANNER NOT PRESCRIBED) AND WHILE ITS 
DUTIES WERE SOMEWHAT UNCT.EAR, IT SUMS PROBABLE THAT 
NOURI INTENDS THAT 'THE COUNCIL SHOULD BE PRINCIPAL IRANIAN 
DECISION-MAKING BODY. 

3. NOURI SAID THAT IRANIANS UNDER A CONSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM 
WOULD WlN~ TO RETAIN THEIR GOOD RELlTIONS WITH THE U.S. 
AND THE W~ST ~RILE KEEPING THEIR DISTANCE FROM THE SOVIET 
ONION._ HE\ HOPED THAT SOME MUTU~LLY BENEFICIAL RELATIQN
SHIP COULD BE DEVELOPED BETWEEN THE PRICE OF OIL AND THE 
PRICE OF ITEMS IMPORTED FROM THE WEST BY IF.AN, BUT HE DID 

.NOT ELABORATE ON THIS STATEMENT. IN REPLY TO A QUESTION, 
NOURI SAID THAT THE ISLAMIC COMMUNITY IS NOT CONCERNED BY 
THE PRESENCE OF SOME LEFTIST ADVISORS AROUND KHOMEINI. 
BT . 
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PERHAPS 97 PERCENT OF ALL IRANIANS ARE MUSLIM AND OF THE 
FEW WHO CLAIM ALSO TO Bl COMMUNISTS, SURELY NO MORE THAN 
~ PERCENT, THEIR ALLEIGANCE IS TO A SORT OF SOCIALIST 
FCONOMir. SYSTEM RAr?.!R TRAN TO TEE PHILOSOPHIC BASIS FOR 
COMMUNISM. ISLAM RUNS TOO DEEP IN THE IRANIAN PSYCHE TO 
BE ROOTED OUT IN FAVOR OF COM~UNISM. FEARS THA? THE DE
PARTURE OF THE SHAH WOULD LEAD TO A COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT 
IN IRAN ARE GROUNDLESS AND HAVE BEEN FOSTERED BY THE 
SHAH'S REGIME IN AN ATTEMPT TO MAXIMIZE WESTERN SUPPORT 
fOR 1MPERIAL SURVIVAL. 

4. EMBOFF THEN ASKED, HYPOTEHTICALLY, WHAT ROLE KHOMEINI 
WOULD PLAY SHOULD AN AGREEM!NT BE R!ACHED ON ~FANGES TO 
THE IRANIAN SYSTEM OF GOVERNANCE WHICH ARE ACCEPTABLE. TO 
THE MASS QF THE I~ANIAN POEPLE AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVES, 
INCLUtING THOSE OF TRI INTER~AL ISLAMIC ESTAELISHKENT? 
IF MOST OR ALL OTHER IRANIAN POLITICAL ELEMENTS SHOULD 
AGREE TO AN ARRANGEMENT WHICH INCLUDES A PLACE FOR THE. 
SHAH CONTR~BT TO KBOMEINI'S·DEMANDS, WOULD THE INTERNAL 
ISLAMIC LEADERSHIP GO TO !HOMEINI AND TELL RIM TBA~ SUCH 
AN AGREEMENT WOULD BE IMPLEMENTED, WITH THEI~ SUPPORT, 
REGARDLESS OF HIS POSITION? NOURI, PERHAPS NOT W~NTING 
~IS FOLLOWERS TO UNDERSTA~D, REPLIED IN BROXEN ENGLISH, 

THlT WOULD BE. DANGEROUS AND VERT DiiFICULT. SOMETHING 
~OULD HAVE TO BE DONE." 

!: • DEMONSTRATIONS: NOURI TWICE EVADED DIRECT ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS REGARDING WBE~ AND WHERE THE ASHURA DEMONSTRA
TIONS l1E TO T'IE PLACE~ HOWEVER, HE NOTED THAT THE 
1EMONSTRATIONS HAVE BEEN THE SUBJECT OF DISCUSSIONS WITH 
TiiE NATIONAL FRONT AND ALL AR!·AGREE~ THAT THEY SHOULD BE 
rJCACFlJL IN NATURE. (COMMENT: .THIS ACCORDS WITH INFO 
?MBOFF HAS RECEIVED FROM BAZAARIS •. IT COULD BE NO MORE 
THAN A S~1.0USCREE~ FOR COVERT VIOLE:~cE w'HICH COULD BE 
P~AMED ON TEE GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER, IF TRUE, A CONSCIOUS 
POLICY OF NONVIOLENCE DURIN9 ASBURA WOULD APPEAR TO BE 
l STEP 3T T3E INTERNAL IRANIAN OPPOSITION lWAY FROM THE 
LXTREMIST POSITION ESPOUSED BY KHOMEINI. END COMMENT). 

6. DURING DISCUSSION OF.DEMONSTRATIONS, THE GROUP OF 
13 BAZAARIS "ND YOUTHS IN ATT~NDANCE ON NOURI WAS JOINED 
El aNOTEER YOUTH 1~0 REPORTED l TALE OF VIOLENCi RECENTLY 
SO~MITTED tFON AN IRANIAN WOMAN AND HER CHILDREN BY THE 
:HOOPS. TEIS INSPIRED KlSH,NI, WHO IS SOMETHING OF A FIRE
'~A~D ANYWAY (SEE RFFTEL A), TO RECOUNT GOB~ DETAILS OF 
;'.-.'0 ALL;.:Gr.D INCHENTS IN TE:lRAN A@ O.NS ·IN ·THF. HERMAN DIS-
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T.RICT TO'~N OF JI'!Ot'T IN iii:CH S')LDIBRS CO\'!".ITTED ARTOC_I
TIES. EMOTIONS RISING, TEE YOUNGER ATTE~DA~TS REQUESTED 
THE AY,?OLLAR TO ORIER TO OPPOSE TEE TROOPS ~ITH ~ryNS. 
NOU?I, ~HO N£iEH ~AISED BIS VOIC~ DSRING T2E ~ISCLSSIO~ 
BUT WHOSE AUTROFI~Y, AT LEAST OVER TEIS SMALL G~OUP, 
REPLIED THAT SUCH A COURSE WOULD SE~VE NO PURPOSE. ACCORD
ING TO ~OURI, THERE ARE TEREE FOSSIEILITIES O~ ASBTIRl: 
THE PEOPLE DEMONSTRATE B~T.ARE ~OT SHOT EI TR~ SOLIIERS; 
THE PEOFLE tE~ONSTRATE BtT AR! SEOT; THE PEOPLE DEMONSTRATE 
BY STAYIN1 HOME. NOURI CLEARLY PRSFFRRED TB~ THIRD. , 
ALTERNtTIVE. TEE SECOND, HE ~AID, WOULD EE SUICIDAL AS 
TH! GOVERNMENT FORCES WOULD REPLY TO GUNFIRE ~ITH TANKS 
AND OT~ER MODERN ~EAVY WE,FONS. °K3EN I ORDER YOU TO 
FIGHT TRE GOVERN~ZNT SOLDIERS, I WANT YOU TO BE AS WELL 
ARMii;D AS TiIEY ARE." HOWEVER, EVERYO!'JE KNOWS THAT THE 
SHii DE~ONSTRATE IN THE STREETS ON ASHURA. IF EVERYONE 
REMAINED HOME THE WORLD ~:OULD KNOW THAT TRIS wAS DUE TO 
THE TYRANNY OF THE PRESENT IRANIAN REGIME ~ND THIS WOULD 
CONSTITUTE A GREATER A~D MORi EFFECTIV~ DEMONSTRATION TRAN 
ANYTHING WHICH COULD EE STAGED I~TCE STREETS. THE EYES 
OF THE ENTIRE ISLAMIC WORLD ARi ON IRAN AND ON THE 
STRUG~tE BETWEEN THE FAITH AND THE MONARCHY. IF WE ARE 
DEFEATE~ IN IRAN, IT YILL CONSTITUTE A DEFEAT FOR ALL OF 
ISLAM AND 6THER GOVERNMENTS IN MUSLIM NAT!ONS MIGHT BE
COME EMBOLDENED TO ACT AG,INST TH~ FAITH. (COMMENT: IT 
IS NOT CLEAR TO WHAT EXTENT TH! AYATOLLAH WAS INVOLVED IN 
THE PLANNIN; OF THE ASHURA DEMONSTRATIONS. HOWEV~R, AT 
TRIS LATE DATE EXHORTATIONS TO HIS PEOPLE TO REMATN HOMF 
ON DECEMBER 10 WOULD APPEAR TO BE OF LITTLE USE. END 

.COMMENT.) 

7. FINALLY, NOURI EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT VIOLENCE ON 
ASHURA MIGHT ORIGIN~TE ~ITH THE GOVERNMENT AND TH~~ EX
CESSIVE VIOLENCE COULD I~PERIL ANY CHANCES FOR A CON
STITUTIONAL SETTLEMENT. HE SUGGESTED THAT THE U.S. USE 
ITS INFLUENCE WITH THE IRANIAN ARMED FORCES AND THE SHAH 
TO PREV'ENT FIRING ON THE DEMONSTRATORS. EMBOFF MADE NO 
COMMENT ON THIS REQUEST. 

8. EMEOFF SHOWED NOURI A LETTER, REPUTEDLY FROM AYATOLLAH 
7.ROI IN NAJAF, URGING THE PECPLE TO BEHAVE WITH M<JDERATlON 
IN THEIR STRUGGLE AGAINST THE REGIME AND AS[ED IF THIS 
]T 
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WOULD AFFECT TUE CONDUCT OF THE DEMONSTRATIONS, NOURI 
CLAIMED THAT THE LETTER IS A REISSUE BY KHOI'S FOLLOWERS 
OF A TWO-YEAR-OLt ORIGINAL. HE THEN NOTED THAT THE 
EMPRESS' EARLIER VISIT TO ~nor HAD BEEN ARR~NGED Bf THE 
JO IFAC ~ITHOUT AIVANCE ~AR~I~G TO ~EOI. THE AYATOLLAH 
WAS OE~IGED TO RESPOND TO COMPLAINTS FROM IRANIANS THAT 
HE ROSE FROM HIS SICKBED TO FIND FARAH AT HIS DOOR AND 
WOULr NOT HAVE AGREED TO SE~ HER HAD HE [:lOWN IN ADVANCE 
THAT SHE WAS COMING. (COMMENT: WHILE REST OF THIS STORY 
ACCORDS WITH EMBASSY INFO FROM OTHER SOURCES, THIS IS 
FIRST ASSERTION THAT KHO! LETTER WAS REISSUE BY OTHERS OF 
OLD ORIGINAL.) 

9. HAVIN1 REF E IN MIND, EMBOFF ASKED IF NOURI COULD 
SUPPLY SOME TRAINING MATERIALS USED AT VARIOUS ISLAMIC 
THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS IN IRAN. N0URI AGREED TO DO SO IN 
ORDER TO INCREAS!USG UNDERSTANIIN1 OF ISLlM. AGED ABOUT 
FORTY AND SOME~HAT PLUMP, NOURI IS A PRODUCT OF THE 
THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS OF OOM, MASHAD, AND NAJAF. HOWEVER, 
HE ALSO HOLDS TWO JlACHHORS DEGREES AND A DOCTROA:TE IN 
ISLAMIC LAW FROM TEHRAN UNIVERSITY. HE NOTED THAT SOME 
25 YEARS OF STUDY WERE REQUIRED BEFORE HE WAS RECOGNIZED 
AS AN AYATOLLAH AND THAT, IN ADDITION TO LEARNING, A 
REPUTATION FOR GOOD WORKS IS lLSO A PREREQUISITE. IN 
NOURI'S CASE, HE BAS ENDOWED A HOSPITAL, FIVE CLINICS, 
AND SEVERAL LESSER RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS IN HIS HOME DISTRICT. 
NOURI IS BY NO MEANS THE STEREOTYPE OF THE OBSCURANTIST 
MULLAH i.'HICH EMBOFF HAD RATHER EXPECTED. HE WAS WELL
INFORMED, MODERATE AND CLEARLY IN TUNE WITH OTHER OPPO
SITION ELEMENTS. HE WAS IMPRISONED FOR POLITICAL ACTIVITY 
WHICH PROBABLY INCREASED HIS STANDING AMONG TEE ISLAMIC 
HIEARCHY. HE WAS PRINCIPAL AYATOLLAH AT JALEH SQUARE 
DURING BLOODY CLASH ON SEPT 8. REPORTEDLY, HE TRIED TO 
HAVE.CROWD DISPERSE IN FACE OF MILITARY BUT WAS IGNORED. 
IT IS NOT YET POSSIBLE TOASSESS HIS IMPORTANCE RELATIVE 
TO OTHER SECOND-HNK AYATOLLA!tS SUCH AS TALAGHlNI. HE 
TRIES TO PROJECT A HUMBLE AIR AND IS NOT ARROGAN~ IN HIS 
BEHAVIOR TOWARDS HIS FOLLOVERS. HOWEVERr EMBOFF SUSPECTS 
THAT MUCH OF HIS HUMILITY IS A SHAM REQUIRED BY HIS 
POSITION. NOUP.I IS CLEARLY PROUD OF HIS LEARNIN1 AND THE 
FACT T3AT HE HAS PUBLISHED 17 BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS, SOME -OF 
WEICH HAVE BEEN TRANSLATED INTO EUROPEAN AND ORI~NTAL 
LANGUAGES. HE I~ KNO~N TO H~VE STRONG ANTI-ISRAELI VIEWS 
(As.n9 His COLL~AGUES) AS EVIDENCED BY HIS PAMPHLET ON 
ISR&ELI CRIMES IN LEBANON (POUCHED TO INR/OIL/B BECAUSE 
IT CONTAINS GOOD PHOTO OF· NOURI) BUT ONLY REFERENCE TO 
ISRAEL iBICB ARDS! IN CONNECTION WAS BIS REMARK THAT UN
REPRESENTATIVE !RANIA~ REGIME HAD D~CIDED TO INTERVENE IN 
~AR IN ~OFAR AND TO SELL OIL TO ISRAEL WITHOUT CONSULTING 
PEOPL:<:. 
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10. AT CLOSE OF DISCUSSION, NOURI A~REED TO ASSIST 
EMBOFF JN ~!ETIN~ OTEER AYATOLLAHS. NOURI NOTED TEAT 3E 
\iOUL:c. ALSO '\!ANT TO '.1!'.ET \\'IT?: 3:M30FF A'}AIN, FOSSI:lLY FClR 
SIX OR SEVEN HOURS, bNCE BE RAD EAD TIME TO THINK ABOUT 
RESULTS OF THIS DISCUSSION. SULLIVAN 
BT . 
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,l"•€'J• 120~~: G':JS 12/B/84 (CLEMENT .. tAllL) 

TMSt PlllT, TR 

SUJIECT,1 EG!!!lAL ·~ GH1:£ PLAN roll :su)~ lJIAN 
1. CONfIDEN!IAL: WTIRY TEXT-- ··-., 
SU11HART 1 EG!!i\.l.L PLANS TO START .POLh'ICAL~WSPAPE~" , 
IN 'i!!ICB' WITH THE AGR!'.:EM7N1' or THE Sl!lH A.ND TB! ll tQN
MJ:NT, HE WILL ?I'!ST A'!'TAC\ T"i: GOVERNMiMT AllD TBl'.> lil'll 
TO !STULIS!: Till PAPER'S CREDilHLITT, AND Tll.i:H~J't 0 .!O 
llES'!'ROT KFOM!INI AS INrLUENTIAT. '.lPPOSlTlO'I .LEA IJ, 111.'1!> 
i!J:LS T!IAT SllAH CAN PLAT \lSU'JL ROLE IN BOT!!, I lfZDU . 
Tll'IE 1UMJ: !ND PO$SlBLT r'JRI~G Ni.XT UAR Bl EIEllCUl 
IMJJ,ill:NCE Ol':ER T!JJ: l11LITAllY, AND AS '!'l!E NEC!$SAllT AU!!Ollft 
FIGURE Wl!ILE OTl:!Ell POLITICAL INS?ITl'HONS AU !IEVIL01'!5ll. 
AT '!!IE SA'1E TIMf., FGllliAL rs Q!JIT! RFADr TO DUMP Tlil \". 
11 T~IS ~ILL BFLP TO SOLVE TP! PP!SEhT CRISIS, HZ I 
CON1INCED Tl!A'l' U Tilt MIL! TART RF MUS IN Pf'ill.R JOR IS OltTUt 
'UJ:'! WILL UFO~!' TO GIVE rip POif:!!I, EG1fPAr. il:!:LS 'l'l!U IT 
IS ISSEHTIAL TBAT CENPRAL DJAM RZTURN AT SOHl POlNT A~D· 
TAU Cl!!ltGE OF .THE MILITARY AGAIN. H! FUS PRESi:NT J!\ll!Tlr 
~INU'l'lll ·11AJUI AS rxcnUNT, CI.EA~ CANHLAT! !011 NII/!' 
l'llllfl tiltNIST!R, PROVIDING NAJ Alt RJ:S IGNS lROM PRISINTI 
GOVJ:llNf'llNT nron !!E B!COM!S 'l'UNT&D. . 

2. UOS10 EG.f!JJl!. (PROTECT), :llROTlln Of lORttEII Plltl'tl,I 
HtNlSTlll AND NIOC CHilll' EGl!t>AL, 1IS1UD Nil/UN ON '~ 
DICl"llll ' AND 6, BE SAID TRAT BE INTINDS TO llO WIA 
Bl CAN TO s·A'IJ .!!Tl NATION (BUT MADE NO SUCI! S'f.lflMlll 
ll!G!IDI"ll Tit Sl!AI), +!IS GAME PLAN IS ll.lS.lD ON SUR 
OP AGAIN A pOLITIOAL NIWSPAPIR -RICH HI OSID' TO JAf•· 
DOUllG UllU WORLD VAR 11 DUS. Iii! WILL DO '$1):. OllLT 
TB! JORJll'ltMT or Tll! SBAR Mil) T!ll $0VERNMIN'l'' Alli'I.! Cir 
'1'0 IAfE ENLISTED Itt!tl JOHI 01 ~ERR!N AS HtS IM~lS!lf· 
TO '!'Bl aJIUI !OR T!!IS P'JlPOSt-. 70R TPZ fIRST ~¥ Q 
Ill WC!JL!l' PUN ON ATTAC'-IH!l 'l'li'C· roovJRNMiWr AllD· T!UI ll! : 
.JN <li*!RU, .~ A vrno~ous rui!~ll-..--Atlll--Tll.t .aun All"' 1;:;:;,,:t,,.· '1; 
MO!!J!: GE~l'LY. ONCi f!.lVlNG. IS'l''.ltlSU:D TU-Cl:!:l'!:f,11,J' 

fiF ll!? tA?tR, HE WOULD TB~_N 1tfX1m 1'0 Hl!._l:U~,f!i\ 



•· -al To. tit '1'0 ltil"llN.l'11 l:IJOl'IUNl .lS All INHUt;NTIAL 
~ttlON tl&DIR. G!llL SAID THAT ONCt Y.EOHIINI'S 

'&.QJllCI VU llDUC!l>, !!! O'tltJ:R HOJ.i.US COULD lH P.ANDLID 
.lttflNI. 'fRIM 011'. Ill RJCOIJNTSD l!O.W HIS lll!Of'.'IR, WHJU, 

llt.IJSUll &ND MJOC Clll!F. 11.lD UVA.TS SP[N'! sriu•u 
!I OJ HONIT ON THI MULLAHS. IN IGHBAL'S VIEW, SfOP

.. ·hO HTKllf?S WAS GRAUST JRROi T:UT AMOlJZEGA'R HA.Di 
.,IS TIMI lS PUl"IE MlNIS'l'ER, IGl!ll:\L IS COKVIHCID 

' ;l(J~f tau· C.lN H DONE WITHIN THI SPAN or 'r'iO 
:r,*l;J,:. . 

~ IS.IAS l"llNlGID TO CUT DOlhl IBOHEINI, ~GBBAL· WOULD 'Jft011· 1 lllTlllD GJNIUL D~'UI 'l'O BIS PRtVIOUS 
I. •• Aj; ..•• ,.. . or T.111· SOPUl"ll COiiK~llUR STU1. Ill flll.S .~ Jtl J) LUTJLT ISSIHTUL BICA,SI, IN !!IS YU)t, 

H ~ll . 0111 WHO CotlMANDS TU ISPECT 01' NOT PllLT 
J. ,._,, I TBI Sl.lB AND ClJitlAN '~S WELL. HI . 
. . J11 $ ,;1JAl"I IN TH DtllL ROLi flOV .PUTE!l B'I; UllUI, 

J · AT !I !!!D TAL!!:iD TO GJ!Hllil D.JAM tH LONllON. 
OLD JIH '!'BU. !JI Dill Not. WANT !O DO ANY'l'B1NG1 TO 
Ufi Jl1T WOULD 111 .l'fULAlll.ll IJ' TB.l_ HA'!'IO!I 
, l~IJlL 'S PlllPIRENOI, BOWETIR, IS FOR :\ 
l.MtHJ MUISHll, AND HIS PRIMll CAHDIDUY roll 
iOlt 1S Tll PBISllJT HINIS1U Oi" JUSTICE NAJA1I. 

ot.r, fO WOR:Jlt, Nl.JAfl JS CUJ.N AND HIGHLY Ri-
. ., IOll.U. Hllll TU POINT Tll.lT IF NAJU'l :n;a;: TO 
: ·t)JQ1Jt!lfU'l'll, !I WOULD JIAU t:O lltSIGN VEii! SOON 
Jtok,' JI. PQJIN'f GOUllNl11NT, OPIN)T I!lSAGREEI~G WITH ITS 
~otr'CJtU JHUL SUD HAT WHJN .NA . .JJ.'fx TOO~ o~ HIS !'!\£
SIN!. JOI !! B!D DE~J.NDID THAT THI .totICi, SAVA{, AND 
COG1!'1' ortICIAL$ u INSTUJCTED Bf '!')!? SHAii TO COOPER.lT'? 
lliTI BtH· IH Tll .. COFliUPTIO~ tNVESTl!#A'UCIN. Tl!ll SHAH l!AD 
AHHD, JU'!' NO'!'ll!NG IUPPiNtD. J'a'Ull DUS L!TIK NAJA7I 
'ftl)' lllJJKITUD .. !116 11.ESIGNA'l'ION, !ND BAD ONLY AGUE:t> TO 
S'flf ON J.f'l'ER 'l'!IE CHIU Of POUCE BAD ACfUAlitr COMI TO 
HIM AND TOLD RIM TBAT HI H~D JllN INSTRUCTID I? TRI SHAH 
TO COOPEIUTJ:. JGl!B!L GUI 'i'firs AS ONE '01 SIV!Uli IXl'MFLES 
or WBAT Bl T!RfllD AS '!'l!I CONTINUING lNSlNClll!t· or ' 1. 
Sl!AH .flf C.lRRr!NG OUT Pl!OMISJ:S &ND .,OLlTIC.lt LIJIUJ,.I &'l!ION. 
IGRBAt SAID THAT Ir TR¥ SR.lB IYIR DID !ICOMI SINC••l ·Bl 
COIJLD J.:B!N GO ON T~LEVISION AND CONVINCJ: TBI ~~91tl r TIIS 
HCT ,.: BUT 'l'l!AT Tl!I PJIOPU COULD. NOT U FOOUD.<' •. 

4. lGHJAL FllLS TR&t l! IS VJRT IMPOR~ANT t!U.tf!ll d!!B 
DO AT LIAS'!' TWO TBINGS1 

A} A. l!Ot.lSR ·SAVA! A.S AN OilGANUA,tON, SOl"ll. Of Jll.l ..•• l11 NO'tIO(f!!, 
COIJL1l. ll'.t CARRI.in OUT BY THI POI,lCE,_~:0 fD. H1111ft1YI 
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' 1: N T t At rrra::. SECTICN (J'l' 02 sun J1l~-
• .ft.l:'tji:S "~' re-.: CAPACl.'l'T TO L!A'!>. Tl!E Gt>UN.TRT. &NJ) lPDll> 

t'U'f HI ;<Vi OSI '!'PU! DI!\ NOT RtPHc'!:NT ANT LAJ1Gt11JROUP rlJl :l'Otl.Gl'f?i'. IIG:TBlL.' lELT Til!T A HJ.IGl0 11S DOMlNA'l'ID 
~VlRNMtNT ~~D NO CRA~CF OF ScCCEED!NG. 

\;e, IGl!l!At. !~ VE~Y M'JCE AFitA!ll TiHT H' MIL!?ARY CON'UllOl 
~Il.;c>TrRN'1TN7 f('.Ji 6 t!Ol~T6£, T'!7Y O'l;.L •10 LO~GE!l JI WU.UNO t'JC Gtv:i; UP !llH POU!!. l'r tOE~~ hO! COt-loJl"i;!t A MILITt'f . 
~~nRllHIN'I' '!O BF A SOLUTIC~ TC _TPE PR)JlLEMS ?ACING tllAN, 

r.:t. VIII.I PLACING ~ST Of' Tl!f llLAME FOR '!'Hi VAY TllINH 
;..tif! TU'lNED ')U'r ON HAM A'!D FOVFYD~, EGB!llL IS READY TO 
~·J 'tl!!: S!IAH GO 11 T'lAr W!C,L "U.P 30LU TH! PRISrtiT 
.:·cuns. F! 11ADE Tlil PJINT ~tvERAL TIMZS Tl'AT ONi MAN 
•. Cl.NIOT lit u•,onD 1'0 '!:~c'A~'H:'. 1'?'0 F1JT::JU or AN ENTIRE 
.•UION. AT 1'FI SAl'lt TIMt, !? T"IS CA~ l!E 'iORaD OUT, 1 

lG!BAL CA'. r:n A usrrn: ~nr PO:l T'lf Sl!Ail FOR' TH Il'IHJD
UTJ: FUTL'RE .•N~ POSSI!!LY I~ LO~~ AS O~E TEAii. fBAT ROLi 
WILL JY !O ~tlNTAlN APTHO~!Tf CVtR TBE MILITARY AND TO 
J.CT AS 'n•'· q:CESSA:U A1JTF0RPT l'I:l~•RE WPIU NIW POLlUClJ, 
INSTITC1 S AR! .CREATED. EiPIAL DID NCT Sil ELICTIONS 
111 'l'FE'Y '\FS ~s PROVIDING A':Y usn·ic SOLUTION. 

R 
'l!'.l't ~;' 

llT 
u2e2 

,; rn '10'l' 
~ ~'LAN; I 
'' ~LA.if 5 
T ~ ''Po~; 

-~ .·r'. ! ~~-o 

i~ s:, VA~Y 101;i, asK roR n.s. •llPPOIT 
'¥A~ \l'7i.0 ~'HLF.~S iVIDiNT Tll!T Ill 

C" SiJPP0~T. !Ii 'HLL BE IN TOl1CI! 
TS llEl'!!!N ~O EERAN SOMiTl11i 
s;·~ . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

ACT~ON 

TO AMEMBASSY TEHRAN IMMEDIATE 8670 
BT 
C 0 N F I D E N T I A L STATE 313310 

E.O. 12065: GDS (12/12/84 - PRECHT, HENRY) 

TAl}S: IR 

SUBJECT: REGENCY COUNCIL 

01798 

ACTION: 
POL-3 
INFO: 
AMB 
DCM 
EC-2 
PM 
OR 
ADM 
ICA 
CRU-2 
8/GMH 

COULD YOU PLEASE GIVE US BY OPENiNG OF BUSINESS WASHINGTON 
TIMB TOMORaow A STATEMENT OF THE BASIS IN IRANIAN LAW FO, 
TEE IDEA OF THE R~GENCY COUNCIL. WE SEE NO REFERENCE 
TO A REGENCY COUNCIL IN THE CONSTITUTION OF 1906 OR THE 
SUPPLEMENTARY LAW OF 19~?. PiREAPS iE DO NOT HAVE A 
HRSION THAT REFLECTS :tt-rcEtJ'r AMENDMENTS. IN ANY EVENT, 
COUL~ YOU TELL US WHIT IRANIAN LAW PRESCRIBES WITH RESPECT 
TO A REGENT AND A REGENCY COJNCIL. C9RISTOPITER 
B'I 
#3310 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Mohsen PEZESHKPUR 
(Phonetic: pezeshkPOOR) 

Leader, Pan-Iran Party 
(since 1948) 

Addressed as: 
Mr. Pezeshkpur 

Mohsen Pezeshkpur 
helped found the Pan-Iran 
Party in 1948. In its 
heyday during the 1960s 
and early 1970s, it was 
an ultranationalist, 
xenophobic, totalitarian 
organization that re-
minded many observers of 

OFFICE OF 

CENTRAL REFERENCE 

IRAN 

the Nazi Party. Pezeshkpur's group had and prob
ably still has virtually no popular appeal. In 
1974, when the government made the Resurgence 
Party of the People of Iran (RPPI) the only legal 
party, the Pan-Iran Party was· dissolved. Pez
eshkpur joined the RPPI, but in 1977 he became a 
member of the Parliamentary Committee for the 
Defense of Human Rights and criticized the gov
ernment. In June 1978, charging that the RPPI was 
responsible for much of "the chaos in Iranian 
society," he resigned from the RPPI and announced 
the revival of the Pan-Iran Party. He has con
tinued to criticize the government on a variety of 
issues. (C) 

For a decade beginning during the prime min
istership (1951-53) of Mohammad Mosadeq, Pezeshk
pur remained an official leader of the Pan-Iran 
Party but was largely inactive. Returning to the 
political scene in 1961, he subsequently became 
the party's sole leader after Daryush Foruhar left 
to form his own group, the Nation of Iran Party. 
The government used the party to attack then 
Egyptian President Jamal 'Abd al-Nasir but other
wise kept it under a tight rein. Thanks to the 
Shah's consent, Pezeshkpur was permitted to run 
for parliament in elections held in 1967 and was 
elected to the Majles (lower house). (C) 

Notorious for his chauvinism, Pezeshkpur has 
long insisted on the "Iranness" of several ter
ritories outside the borders of Iran--including 
the former Brit~sh protectorate of Bahrain, to 

O~IGINAL CL SY 0-0.030 
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REASOi; CC3 (1)(3)@ 

CONFIDENTIAL 

73 

(cont.) 

CR M 78-16756 



CONFIDENTIAL 

which Iran had had a historical cl~im. I~ ~970, 
when the Shah agree~ wit~ t~e B~1t1sh ~ec1s1~~-to 
allow a plebiscite 1n Banra1n (it votea.for.1 
deoendence), Pezeshkpur submitted a motion in the 
Ma\les censuring the government. Angered, the 
sh~h cut off funds and support to the Pa~-Iran 
Party and let it be known that the group s five 
aeouti~s would not be reelected. The monarch 
later relented, however, and Pezeshkpur has con
tinued iri the legislature. (C) 

Pezeshkpur, about 61, holds a licentiate in 
jurisorudence from Tehran University and has . 
served as a member of the executive bo~rd of.the 
bar association. He has written several art~cles 
and a book, what Do ~e wc~t? He speaks English. 

(U) 

13 December 1978 
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IVIJICT: llGENCY COUNCIL 

ID'I (A) U:RRAN 12!1148, (ll) TIHUN 11s.;,,,, (!i sun 3133111, 

·1. llJS A AND JI GIJI OPPOSITION VIl'lf or REGENCY COUNCIL 
ftOPOSlL IN CONHIT. THIS IS :U.SID ON AB'tI.C:r.J: 38 01 

.11J1PLIMINTAIT COllSITUTIONAL LAV1 AS AHINDID SIPT 9, 1967, 
QU~D IN IfS JNTilllLf lllLOW: QUOU 

,,.. 11 '1'11 lllNT 01 'f1ll TRANS111! or TRI 'l.'tfRONI, TRI CROWN 
.ftllCI HALL PiRSONALtY PDlORPI THI rtJNCTIONS 0, MONARCH 
·1111 II 1.1.S llllCllD TVJ:NTY TEARS or AGI (TO Bl CALCULATED 
OI !II JlSIS 01 Tiii SOUll YIAR). 11 RI B.11.S NOT REACHED 
"!Rlf 101, !JI SR1HBANU, HOTRJ!:R or THE CROWN PRINCI, SH!Lt 
iSIUfll TD UGINCY, UNLISS lNOTJID PIRSON SHALL nu HEN 
'JllIINATID it TIJ MONARCH JOB. TBAT Oll'ICJ. Tlfl RIGINT 
llALI. lOIH A COUNCIL COHPOSID 01 fBI PRIMI M!NISTIR, THI 
lllllS or IOTB ROUSES 01 PAILilHINf, TRI CBilr JUSTICI or 
'fll'IUPllHI COUIT AND roua OTllll SAGACIOUS, llPUTAllLI 

:111101ALIT11$ or TRI COUNTRY TO Bl SILICTID BY THI RIGINT, -... cm Rllllil!l SIULL,111 ACCORDANCE VITI Tll CONSTITUTION, 
....... THI IHtJs or MONARCH IN CONSULU!ION-VITH THI COUll-
lflt "ft!IL (SUCH TIMI AS) TH CROWN l'RtNCI BIACHIS TRI AGI 
'ft l!I. Ill Tll :IVINT 01 THI DIHISI OR HSlGJill!tOll 01 TU 
~II!, TBI COVlllCIL SB.ALL TIMPOB&RILY CAlllY OUT !HI DUTIIS 
or·YaI llGllCT UNTIL AllOTRIJ llGINT--NOT A MIHJ:ER or Tll 

'111111" 1AftILT~ts· lPPOillTID lit TD HOUSES or PAllLIAMIN'f. 
llft&llf1GI JT THI SHABlllNU llGINT SHlLL-CONSTITVfl 
-u11n•ttOI (1l!OH llHllCT). tJNQtJOU 

!. IWllllCt COIJJICIL, AS SllN II LAV, IS JASICALLY TO 
.UYISI llGD!. UTIORAL 11!0H' YIIV IS TUT SllAR WOULD 
AlfOllt llGllCT COtJICIL, !11111 DISIGNAfl IT, NOT SBJ.JANOtJ, 
to l'IJJ01" llllPT'S DUTIIS, TUI llSIGI AID TBAllSIJl BIS 

;':JCIUI,· S YO .. C U.. JlSIS JOI THIS IS HOfISIOll IN HIT-
1:fOiltJiaH S - I JOR COtJllCU. TO ACT AS llGlllT ArflR 
"Rfltll OI IflllTI 01 or llGINT. lCCOIDI llG TO Dl. 
t1lfl&tcll. · llOIN! WOll'LD NO! Bl DISIONHID UNTIL lllW, 
'llJlilJ"'!ll.1'fSD P11Lt11111T IAD CONSIDIRID STATUS 01 . •s J.IAUH HGlllCf C01J11CIL Ill POSITIOI 01 

9AICHI&L POVIB.S 1'1TIL-GllDA~ l&Ti:~t~ 
!OOI PUCI. Vilt.I! !HIS VlS lfO'f 'II -Tlll 
~ VAS PIOJICTID TO VORI lltlD 1"JPD, -
CJlllIO Al'PIAllS TO HEIT COIDITIOIS 01 

ltltLIHI 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEHRAN 12500 

E.0. 12065: N/A 
TAGS: PINR, IR 
SUBJECT: DISCUSSION WITH QASHQAI LEADER 

1. EMBOFF MET D:EC 17 WITH MALIK. M~_tLS.QJLLXl!AN _QASJI.QAl, 
BROTHER OF. QASHQAl IL-KHAN NASSER KBAll. TRB MZl:TING WAS 
NOT PRECISELY ACCIDENTAL BUT BECAUSE OF DISCUSSIONS WITH 
THE OASHOAI BROTHERS WHICH HAVE TA~lN PLACE IN OTFEF 
CHANNELS, EMBOFF MADE NO ATTEMPT TO STRER CONVE~SATION IN 
POLITICAL DIRECTION. HOWEVER, MALI~ M&NSOUR !HAN, A?T~R 
LENGTHY AND NOT WPOLLY UN?IASRD TREATISE ON HISTORY OF 
QASHQAIS AS WARRIOR NATIO~. D~SCRI3Er HIS ~AMILY AS SUPPOR
TIVE OF THE SHAH DESPITE WHAT HAS BEEN DONE TO THEM. "i 
AM NOT A~ ORDINARY MAN. I AM A GR~AT KHAN, YST I LIV~ IN 
A RENTED ROOM, CANNOT RETURN TO QASHQAI LANDS, AND MY 
LANDS FROM ISFAHAN 70 TEE PERSIAN GUU WY.RE TAKE'l FROM ~\E 
BY THIS SO-CALLED PARLIAMENT.N HE ~AS PAR1ICULARLt CRITI
CAL OF FORMER SAVA[ CHIEF NASSIRI, WITH WHOM HE HAD A 
PERSONAL RUN-IN, AND OF THE LATE COURT MINISTER ASSADOLLAH 
lLAM, WHO MALIK MANSOUR KHAN ?EELS BETRAYED HIS CLASS AND 
THE MEMORY OF HIS FATHER TBE REVERED AMIR SHOKAT-01-MOl~-

2. MALIK MANSOUR KHAN BE1IEVES THAT HIS EROTH~R NASSER 
KHAN, WHO BAS JUST RETURN!D TO U.S. FOLLOWING TREATMENT 
?OR EYE PROBLEM IN MUNICH, MAY SOON RETOEN TO IRAN. 
NASSER KHAN HAS INSTRUCTED P.IS FAMILY TO PRKPARE LODGINGS 
FOR HIM WITHIN NEXT TWO WEEKS. 

3. COMMENT: MALI'{ M!l.NSOUR KHAN'S BITTERNESS 'vAS PLAIN, 
AS WAS HIS DESIRE TO REGAi~ WHAT EE FEELS rs EIS BIRTH
RIGHT. JF HIS BROTHERS FEEL THE SAME WlY, AND IF ?RE 
SHAH IS WILLING TO FORGIVE THEIR SUPPORT FOR MOSSADEGH, A 
DEAL WOULD PROBABLY BE S~RUCK ASSURING THE SHAH THE SUP
PORT OF THE QASHQlI CHIEFLY FAMILY, FOR VHATEVER THAT 
SUPPORT WOULD BE WORTH. SULLIVAN 
ET 
#2500 
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llfZo.' 121'651 Gl'S li!/13/78 (ESCUDERO, .s .T.) OT!-P 
1i'il:l:l5' 'P IN2, l!l 
'&\17;.': "'IJH S' L FOil RETURN OJ NASSER '\HAN QAS !!C lI 

,,- ?ilV 
ran~ 
-CI.Ui 
llS'l'R 

. , '. ·. . 

J, tM.,o<r ~;;-r DEC 23 dl1'R !!U;ll~NG SRAHBAZI, .R!!LATI!t or 
'QAS!!GAl c;.ri:ny F.~MILT. TO HEAil RISCOURSE ON ACVANTAGI TO 
SK.lH or fi~IUP..~ !O IR!N OP Q.lSll;G.lI IL-,HAN, NASSER f!i.~N 
·QJ.Sll~A I.. 3!\Al>AZI PZADILT AD"1UTED ThA'f NATURE Of TRUE 
.IU.S CH!~GH AS IT lJECA.'lt: MCRE SztENT&RIZED. ffOIEVER, !!>: 
·"1!INT•I~ED T"~T ~ASSIR •HAN RETAINS EXTRAORDINARY INFLJFNC" 
!.J.MOllG RB ~:201'1.t: AND AMONG REL'lGIOUS Li:ADER5 I~ PROVINCE 
for 'l'A:?o. 'l~R!~(•VEP. AC.C·ORnJ-::; .. TO SH~HBAZ I. QASH~AI 
!occof'IES T~ Ar.irIONlt PL>.Ct: or IMPC'l'TANCE .~ ~t nFt'JENC" 
1•MC~~ J11A••'5 '"ri!Ol1$4Nl) fAMILJ1.S" ANt <!IS RETTJR" c~·1 .r 

!BILP TO ~OLS'l'FR ?Rfii SDPPOR'I' POi MAINT[\A~C~ or TRF 
,l'lti'.Si:NT SYS ?EM. ·llll!Sn :!!AN 1hs PARTICULARL! CL~s; ;o 

t
UN ZA!!ElI ,i';l) ALLf,atLT 'JH A '!ANL. ALON'l lll7a ZA~'.::!I. 
JN THE DF~r~ Cf ~DSSAnE;tt'S ClilEF Of POIIC~. ;~~ AF~liAH 
-rus. 

"· SH!RBAn r•SCR!l!tJ1 NASSER ,·~~ \S AN IN1'•lLIGi~. A~P 

l
lCLEYEB .hAN, !TJT o~~ iIT& iEA~N•SSW~. IHCLODINI A ~,7~ er 
·f'IOllFY >.N:' ~ '.'ESI!lr TO H"TllR' TO A POSI"'IO'' OF HONC·ri 

!RESPECT A~~ P0~·~ !PPROlI'l>TI~; ~HAr •~!Cl fl !SJS'ID I, 
TUE 'l'BIBAt LAi'::S PIIOR TO HIS F:Y.lU. ~ASS'~~ :rri.N 

lOli!GINULY FAVC':lED 1'llE NATIONAL FRONT J!ECAJS-;;, IN T '€ ·~·s, 
TH! sqA& PO~~r ?:E GREATEST THREAT TO TtlE ENJJ1~ENT BT 

,TJ:lllH en; 1< A''L URGE LANDCW'Hll.S. OF T!!EIR TnArrn0NAT 

!PR!ilvO.ATIVES. AT PU.SF.NT, SHAl:BAZI !1-tJ,Ili'VES, NASSER 
r&AN IOPLL PE&:iJVl IFTFNTION OF THE S~AR AS co~s.s~JNT 
1T0 A 'RlD!TIONAi VIEW OF IRANIAN AUTEORITY STRUCTr~i 
. ll ''l'HERHOR1. A DESIRABLE OBJ!\CTIVI. AS AN OLD NA; IONl.L 

ONTEP, H~ .il'CUJ,J; 11RFSUMABLY 'SE llELCOMl.t:. BY PRESENT FRONT 
IADERS, PAR,ICULlRLY AS HI ~OULD HAfE NO !~B!TION FD~ 

POLITICAL OFFIC!, 

. 3. Sf'OULI.' ~'oSi!R ':il!N Rl:TURN. SHAHBUI B
0

ELU:VES I1' WOULD 
, 1lt USUlll P riE COULD PE All!Ul:STED J'OR A IEW DAYS TO IN-
·1c. REAS" El~ .. ,.P:Tlil!L,I:rT. 01.CE ran, NASSER !(?AN liOUir B:' 

O'NAF,ll': T0 OPPOS~. 'ClOl"?'llH I'IRlC 'LY, NOR ilOUI.o SJC!l A 
.CONFl!ON'l'AmIC.i ,;, tliSIRABU: AS IT iiOULD JORCE AT LEAST 

,j.SOME 011' TF OPPOST~ON BAC> INTO .~ MOH EXTRE"IIS'!' POoI~!O~ 
IJN DEFZNSi or "!IOMllNI. RATHER, NASSER <BAN'S CONTRI~qT(ON 

I
Wt'l'RIN THE GGUNCILS OF THE OPPOSlTlO~. ~UJLD 3E TO 'k}u~,I~ 
FAYOh Of THE NrCESSITf TO RETAIN TH! SH•a. IN FARS ' ' 
PlTl'l'ICrLARtJ 1' CI'l'US S'lCJt AS S!IRA~ ANL JAr'RO." ':,'S~R 
\HAN'S I~"L'''EN~R CCl.tJLr HU ~AINl'AIN .)f'D".'•. r ?~:c1a1: ~.-

l
'J:lll'· BO'ftR-.IR~J.:I ANl' Till :f!Al'SEH CONll:D:::R>.T'ION 110.'i.I , '' 
J.lR:!J.Y TO FC'l.1Cli '!'.!IE tEO OJ' THE QA~~AI • 

•ea 
c.·o.' t D'E NT I AL 

~ 
-~ 
~p 

f, ·~~.· 
i" : ,. 

l ?fillAN 121~ , 

"" of."a:}'t "'[ti 'l''r'.l {. 

, 1.r' · ~l.tl.tu.f itr: . .s ·~~ti>tit<iI!?@J>.r ngw::i · 
''l'Prrn o; 1rtN" . i!'f; si!Aeuzt &snn xr 1'.'IB.o 

~\l'L~ l!J• IN'fi!U uti · t1f l'll\ITHI; NAS-1! "'.i!A~ 'S BliOTl!JiS 
.rtJJtrjflt·'"l'ALO:S," '"!!1011 UPt.Illl "rRlf RJ 1'· .IN N.C POSIT I 
ro ASSESS l!ITHJI .IMPACT OF HASSEii s:lllN. ''# IE'l'llllN JIO!i GO 
'tI!.J.INGNF:SS :'!'O HAVE HIM lltCK IN 111.lN. !!OWEiER, AS GOt 
liAD F.XILE~ F.I~ IN Tll!. f!HS'l' PLACE. ANT DISCUSSIONS OR. 
,r;n:F.1"1.N'l'S Rt'.HRDlN'.} i!IS !!!TURN OU'fiT PROPIRLY T~~!OC:JI .ON 
OCI •. tJ.s. WOULt, IN ANY c4s1,. T!U lj0 S?EJ'S I:~Cu;r.ilST NT 
WI'l'H IT.S. Sf!Fl'ORT OF '!'lit J.&U~AND ElfB01'1 'l'iil:REFORE DOUB JD 
THAT SU~CJ.ESTED CO.NVERS!fIO!' '11'1R NASSU ~llAN '.S BROTHER 
•OULD.'l'Aff·J PLACE UNUSS,~~O I 11&s•OJ JNURSS1' £0 GO • . \ .. /. . .. . ' 

s. COl"l"'!:NT: "'AS S'!Ai!,''Mn:uz Yl.lllS:.\ll.l5 CONSCIO\lSLT' 
Rf.flUCEll TH" l'o:o:a OF TU TJ11'Pl£ll. LJ:ADL"l~ or IRlN ru I 
SOCI1TY ~ITn NO CO~COH4f~~~llN AMO!jG aTi!ER SOCIAL I 
SEGMENTS, !H PRES!:~TI .. TJjfND~ !!I"ISELl' REr.'Cl~G AL~CST ENj 
TIRU! ON THE MI)'.IT*1!Y 70R. HIS IN'l'iRNq. S!J!'POR:!'. U•Dt'\ 
THl~E CONnl'l'IONS APPEARANCE or P~WERIU~ TaA~ITIONALLT-~ 
BASJ:n SUPPOR'l'lllS MI(;HT PROO ATTPAO'l'tJJ:. ,, 80\IEVE,R, r:or. . 
WOOLD BHE TO litlGH C!iU11UtLY f.l)TIN!Ut·.GAfN$ Of NASS!: 
KUAN ·s. PhESiNCt .AGAINS'r 'POSSlllLE IMPACT 01'· ars UT{JR!I. N 
$!ILL FR li.GclLE DOIH NUC~ 01 MODJ:RA.'l'J: OPP.OSITI Cll tl!llU- I 
S!!If' til!I-OH Al'PIARS '1'0 BE HOYIN:1 CLOSl! 'i'O DHCJSSIOM; 't'I'l'! 
si:u, oN eo1LI'UON /TRANSITIONAL GonuMr.1tr. · a !!AS snKj 
FASHION.lBU:; DURl NG !'.AST Dl!CUJ:, 'l'O DOWNPLlf 'IllfLIJENCJ 
OF TJUUL CHI'EfS ANt OT'lli 'l'RA])ITJONAL I,I:iDUS!HP ELEMl~'l'S 
!N IRAN. WITHOUT C0'1M~N'l'ING ON DIHU or lti.UUENCE RE-1 
'l'AI~ED B! ~ASHGAI IL-!fi!NID lAHltf, WI N9TI TBiT RISDR
GE!(CE or ISLAMIC Ik11U!NC! SUGGESTS THIS WAS TOO fiCILE 
UI !PPROACB. Sll'LLIVAll . .. 
n 
112wa· 

c 0 ~ F I D E N 1 I 1 L 
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L TSTR:stAblS 

~'-.A~'Dii df.'.{·· ftiitlRoAn JlNl'ERPRrNEORI,l.L TERMS OF 
11'.G A CU~H "!Oiilt!~ BOTH FOR PUBLIC Rl'LATIC·N'.: /Nf 

'• . . 00~ wdars ON !Rt SHAH'S BEHALF, TO DEIUSE 
~ IAL' IN CONSPIRATaRIAL TERMS, BUT SfF!R 
AL AC'!'I~ · ilol J)t~CUSS!N() #HAT T;iEY !ff\T". /ti, 

JT.·SA'f ·1.;;:y iAN'£ 1·:; RArs;: MONil £'ROM~
ii ;.in: iU,S. ANI F!.SE\riliZRt. TC LAUNCH l!JGH~Y 
\i~.U~U P~OJECTS IN SOU'l:!T 7EHRA~ ANl' ELS<
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J)CES, li!S nn~'l'~ >C''.lII. APPEA2 ~·-; illARRWT S'..f'F' ·'"' ~:;, 
MONITOR!~~ 'if 'TlU i.M3~5S':'. OT::~ll AJE~CUS 'if.' ''1• ·;r 
'INT!.Ri<ST J .fI'< 'ir1 2'\?E?G:l , J? flAT:-;,o~GiiLIC:i ~:r.1::: i~ ~r 
lH'l'H !i!M, u~:;.1:s·r f'PEC'l'!' A SIST l1~'C1UN~ir:LJ~G :·rs .'!O,,. 
'J'O AHliAS 11 I~C rl!LL· .'1r:.r·1r ' "OSS!Hl~ n&N·>FR ,.~ 
lMAGR AT 1 !• Sl\~I IN !HP G!~E !N IRAN. SU~tl?At 
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11•11 
ll•O• Uf6!!t l!DS-4. (S'?J:l'IPEL, J .D.) OR-P 
+-J PINS{ POllS i PGOY, IR 
:'9UIHI H ll!TCII ON SADIQ I'S ATTEMPTS TO FORM GOVERNMEN'1' 

lltMut1MlU!CHl COllrtRMl:D THAT ENG M.ERDI l\AZARGAN AN.D 
.J llJIHIO!I llOUlUNT (LMY) Al!E PlSCBEETlT SUPPORTING SAtIQI 
. to 10RM GOY!RNMENT. COMMITTEE FOR THE DEFENSE OF 

llCl'f! AND lRl:EDOM (CDHR1) IS ALSO EACKIN~ SADIQT 
, HINA!CHI THOUGHT SADIQI WAS !]OUT READY TO 
i ClJlU!, BUT WANTED TO FOLLOW MOSSADEQ.PRECEDEN'r 

fflJilll APPROYAL FOR GOVERNMENT BEFORE T!~ING M!N
nElll. HINA!CHI WAllLED ON QUESTION WHETHER NEW 

VOVLD Bl AIL! TO END STRIKES NQ~ PAfiALYSING noun !BIRI lfOULD :BE AT LUST SOME AMEL!ORA-
Sl!VAflOlll. HI DOIS MOT SIE SADIQI GOVERNMENT A5 
l'flOlll tO IIAN'S PROBLEMS. HE CONfIRMED THAT 
tlOftlIWI HAD URGID TH! RELIGIOUS fAITHlUL TO KILL 
If C~UBS AND DEMONSTRATING AGAINST THEH. END 
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LIMDIS 

THAT TBIT TROUBLED US, TOO. (COHHINT: HINA!C~I IS 
USUALLY NOT YIRY WILL IN10RHID ON OPIRUIONAL HU!IH 
BUT IT WAS CLEAR THAT Bl IS IYIN HORE NIRYOUS NOW TIAN ' 
PRE!IOUSLT ABOUT fROSPECTS or YIOLINT ACTS BITOND COll!IO' 
or TRI HOVIHINT. ) 

5. HINATCBI SAID JrROHEINI BAD INDEID ISSUID IDICT CALLING 
roR THI rAITBrUL TO KILL ANTONI WRO l!!lCKID RILIGIOUS 
DEMONSTRATORS WITH CLUBS OR WEAPONS (A CLEAR RErElllCI 'fO 
RICINT PIO-SHAH DIHONS!RATORS). THIS RlD TRI JORCI 01 
LAW, COMING 1ROH ONI WITH 1'.BOHIINI 'S RILHIOtrS AU'fllOII!t. 
IHB01r COHHIN!ED TBA! TRIS SllHl!l AN EITREHE RIAC!ION IN 
VIEW or POTENTIAL PROBLEMS I! COULD"CAUSE. HINA!C!l 
ADMITTED THIS, BU! SAID THIS SITUATION.WAS WHAT HADi 
PRESENT CONDITIONS IN IRAN SO IIPLOSIYl--l:HOHIINI RAD JO!B 
RILI~IOUS AND POLITICAL POWIR TO WIILD AGAINST SBAB• Ill 
1953 SHAH H1D SUPPORT OF RILIGIOUS ESTABLISBHINf. 
CONDITIONS NOW WERE DIFJIRIN!. 

6. CON"IRSATION ENDED WIT! MUTUAL IIPRISSIONS or BOP.I 
THAT YIOLINCI WOULD NOT DOHINlTI POLITICS. SULLIVAN 
BT 
#2652 
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EC2 FM ICA CR 
:c.o. 12065: RDS-4 12/28/88 (LAMBRA:<TS, G.B.l OR-P~~Dt', SY r.:.o ISF 
TA}S: PI~S, PGOV, IR ~ . FOSI S~IR TAP 
SUEJECT: l",EETINGS WITR OPPOSI"IIONIST DER~KHSffESH ...PON/18 

1. AMBASSAIOR ACCOMPANI:ED BY POL COUNSELOR MET WITH HEA.D~ ~ 
0'" TEACHERS UNION t',OHAl"AD DE"HP.SHESH IN HOME OF A~ EMBASSY ~ 
~~TJONAL EMPLOYEE DEC 27. DERAZHSHESH WAS ACCOMPANIED BY ,-
T~O OTHER ~EMBER~ OF HIS POLITICAL GROUF, ~HIGH HAS SEPARATE 
2UT PARALLEL EXISTE~CE VITH TEACHERS UNION: DR. DAVOUD 
RASSAI, A LAWYER ·~'HO IS RETI:i:':D TEACEER, AND DR. SADER 
3AEISZADEH, DIRECTOR OF TEHRAN'S LARGEST HIGH SCH~OL (~HO 
REMAINED MOSTLY SILENT). MEETING, WHICH CAME AT DERA~HSBESH'S 
REQUEST, WAS FOR PURPOSE OF LAYING OUT TO AMBASSA~OR ~ROU?"S 
IDEAS. (THEY EAD ALFEADY BEEN LAID ou~ TO POL COuNSELOR 
IN PREVIOUS MEETING VITH DERA~HSHESij A~E RASSAI A WEEK 
AGO.) 

2. GROUP IS ADAMANT THAT SITUATION HAS EVOLVED TO THE 
FOINT WEERE SHAH MUST LEAVE COUNTRY. EVEN IF KHOMEINI 
DECIDED SHAH COULD STAY, THE PEOPLE TOD'Y WOULD NOT ACCEPT 
'IHIS. IN ANY CASE, DERAKHSHESR'S GROUP DOES NOT TRUST 
SHAH'S PROMISES, WHICH HE HAS BROKEN ON MANY OCCASIONS IN 
THE PAST. 

3. IF SHAH LEAVES, THIS IN ITSELF WILL REDUCE SUPPORT FOR 
~qOMEINI BY 50 PERCENT. THUS KHOMEINI WILL BE TOO WEA1 TO 
VSTABLISH ISLAMIC REPUBLIC A~D MODERATES STICH AS DERA~HSHESH 
~ILL HAVE CHANCE TO FORM JOVT WHICH WILL BE LEMOCRATIC, 
ANTI-COMMUNIST, PRO-~ESTERN ANB ANTI-CLERICAL. 

1. SCENARIO THEY VISUALIZE IS SHAH TURNING OVER HIS POWERS 
TO A REGENCY COUNCIL. TREY ARB NOT TOO FUSSY ABOUT MEMBER
~ilIP OF COUNCIL AND HAVE ~O OBJECTION TO NAMES SUCH AS 
7~TEZAM, SOPURI, SALEH, ETC. THOUJH THEY OBJECT TO ALI 
AYINI. THEY THINK COUNCIL SHOULD BE CO~POSED OF 9 TO 11 
PEOPLE, 4 TO 5 OF THEM MILITARY. THE MILITARY SHCGLD BE 
~~TIRED GENERALS WHO HAVE NO? BEEN CORRUPTED, NOTABLY 
~~NERAL JAM. THIS COUNCIL WOULD APPOINT NEW GOVT, WHETHER 
IT BE LED BY DERAKESHESH OR SOME OTHER OPPOSITION FIGURE. 
A NEW GOVT WOULD APFEAL TO PEOPLE FOR TVO CR THREE l"ONTES 
TO CARRY OUT A SPECIFIC, CLE\RLY ENDNCIATED PROGRAM THAT 
:EE PEOPLB ~OULD LIKE. FREE ELECTIONS COULD FOLLOW, 
~SADING TO A PARLIAMENT WHICH WOULD THEN FORM NEW GOVT. 

-· THE PROBLEM OF A POSSIBLE MILITARY REACTION TO THIS 
~CENARIO, THE GROUF HOPED, ~OULD BE MET BY SEAR HI~SELF, 
iHO ~OULD PESPONSI~LY INSTRUCT MEMBERS OF REGENCY COUNCIL 
t~D TOP AR~Y COMMA~DFRS TO COOPERATE, RETIRING OR TAKING 
~ITH HIM THOSE TOP COMMANDERS WHO ARE CORRUPT. SHAH'S 
INCENTIVE WOULD BE EIS HOPE TO PRESERVE HIS DYNASTY IN THE 
!ORM OF HIS SON RSTURNINJ IN A FEW YEARS TO REPLACE 
iiEGENCY COUNCIL. 87 
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6. ~RUUP ~2Lt AT LE\3TH ON ITS FEAR O? RELIGIOUS RULE BY 
r~o~~INI f ~ TEE ~UL['~S AND PR03ABILlTY MA~Y VOUL FLEE 
'L : i~Our;J:.c ..... ".');\. "A~'.I l ??~LITT. (~!'Ol'P ALSO 'i'RESSED 
l~S O~N LOG ~ISTORY OF FIGETI~G THI COM~UNISTS, S ARTING 
WIIH ITS R SISTANGI TO TUDER ?~RTY 30 yw,es AGO (' TH NEWS
FHD "MEE IGAN"). l'RESENT POLITICAL GiiOUF REFORM D ITSELF 
A30~T 3 OR 4 YEARS AGO, AT THAT TIME COJNTING SO~E 80 
~i~P~RS. SANJABI, ~ITH ABOUT A DOZEN OTHER MEMBER~ OF THE 
N;TIONA1 FHONr, HAD ASKED TO JOIN THE GROUP SHORTLY BEFOFE 
IT ~AS DISBANDED BY SHAH. SOME MEMBERS OF THE G~OUP SUCH 
AS SAJAFI AND PAYDAR HAVE RECENTLY BECOME ~INISTERS IN 
SEARIF-EMAMI AND AZEARI GOVTS AND ARE NO LONGER DI~ECTLY 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE GROUP THOUlH ON lOOD TERMS WITH IT. 
A COUPLE OF MONTHS AGO GROUP TRIED TQ REVIVE NEWSPAPER BY 
PRH;TING FIRS'I' ISSUE OF "AZARDS:;.AN" BUT DERA!CHSHESE WAS 
ARRESTED AND FURTHER ISSUES WERE NOT PERMITTED. THUS GOVT 
EAS PREVENTED GROUP'S E~LARGING ITS FOLLOWIN~ WITH WHAT 
THEY CONSIDER A MODERATE PROGRAM. 

7. DERAKHSHESH POINT~D OUT THIS WAS SEVENTH TIME HE HAD 
PEEN ARRESTED AND SPENT TIME IN JAIL. A FORMER MEMBER OF 
PlRLIAMENT AND MINISTER OF EDUCATION IN THE EARLY 196~S 
DFRA'.\HSRF'SH TOLD US HE HAS BUILT A RECORD OF STRENGTH AND 
INCORRUPTABILITY. HE REFUS~D PARTICIPATION IN ~ATER, 
TAINTED GOVTS. HE HAS MAINTAINED THE LEADERSHIP OF THE 
COUNTRY'S SOME 400,000 TEACHERS THROUGH SOME 17 OR 18 
YEARS OF POLITICAL INACTIVITY. AS FORMER MEMBER OF PARLIA
MENT AND HEAD OF TEACHERS UNION, HE MAINTAINS CONTACTS 
WITH THE PROVINCES AND HAS MANY MEETINGS IN HIS HOME, 
MOST OF THEM CONNECTEE WITH HIS POLITICAL GROUP RATtlER 
THAN THE TEACHERS UNION. HE MADE IT CLEAR THAT AMONG 
CALLERS AT HIS HOME ARE NATIONAL FRONT LEADERS SUCH AS 
SANJABI AND BAZARGAN AS WELL AS !HOMEINI SUPPORTERS SUCH 
AS BEHESHTI AND A DR. BAHOUAR. 

8. THROUGHOUT CONVERSATION GROUP STRESSED URGENCY THAT 
SOMETHING BE DONE.AS \FEW MORE WEEKS MIGHT BE TOO LATE 
BT 
#2702 
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J!OR THE COUNTRY. LARGE NUMBERS OF STUDE'ITS HAVE RETURNED 
1
FROM EUROPE AND AMERICA OVER PAST WEEK A~D ARE R~SPONSIBLE 
FOR MORE EFFECTIVE AND MORE VIOLENT ST?-FET TACTICS BEING 

'SEEN IN TEHRAN LAST FEW DAYS. THEY HAVE LFARNED THEIR 
LESSONS ABROAD AND ARE UNDOUBTEDLY BElNG COORDIN~TED BY 
COMMUNIST PARTY. TUDER SUPPORTERS ARE HOT NUM~~ous BUT 
VERY WELL ORGANIZED AND TRAINEE TO S!LL THEIR POLITICAL 
POSITION AMONG OPPOSITION GROUPS. THIS GIVES TliE~ A POWER 
OU~ OF PROPORTION TO THEIR REAL NUMBERS. 

9. AMBASSADOR LIMITED HIMSELF TO BEARING THEM OUT, ASKING 
SOME CLARIFYING QUESTIONS, AND SETTING FORTH U.S. POSITION 
IN FAVOR OF IRANIAN INDEPENDENCE, A DEMOCRATIC ~OVT, AND 
MODERATE MIDDLE-OF-THE-ROAD SOLUTION TO THE CURRENT 
PROBLEM, IF SUCH A SOLUTION CAN STILL BE OBTAINED. SULLIVAN 
BT 
#2702 
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TO ALL EUROPEAN DIPLOMATIC POSTS IMMEDIATE 
ALL NEAR EASTERN AND SOUTH ASIAN DIPLOMATIC POSTS 
RUESRS/!MZMB!SSY CARACAS IMMEDIATE 4170 
RUEB!O/AME~BASSY TO!YO IMMEDIATE 0913 
RUQMKM/AME:1BASSY KBArt:'OUM IMMEDIATE 0578 
RUERSA/AMEMllASSY P}ETORIA IMMEDIATE 4059 
RUEHME/AMEMBASSY MEXICO IMMEDIATE 8157 
RUTAOL/AME~BASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 4091 
RUEBtT/USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 5548 
RUSBKR/AMCONSUL KARACHI IMMEDIATE 6694 
RUFBOLD/AMCONSUL STUTTGART IMMEDIATE 4318 
RUSNAAA/DSCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE IMMEDIATE 
RUQMPI./.H!CONSUL ISTANBUL IMMEDIATE 9391 
RUHQRQA/ CINCPAC HOfJOLULU HAWAII IMMEDIATE 2156 
RUFI!FT/AMCONSUL ~'RANI(FURT IMMEDIATE 8802 
BT 
S E C R .E T STATE 327062 

STUTTGART FOR ELG 

E.O. 12065: GDS 12/29/84 (PRECHT, HENRY) 

'r!tGS: PINS, IR 

SUBJECT: IRAN SITREP NO. 58, 12/29/78 

/1f(3J.. 

ACTION~ 
POL-3 
INFO:. 
AMB 

.DCM 
EC-2 
PM 
OR 
ADM 
ICA 
!SF 
SHIR 
TABR 
CRU-2 
11/GMH 

~. TEHRAN WAS QUIETER THIS MORNING THAN IT HAD BEEN FOR 
SEVERAL DAYS, TUE FOCUS TODAY WAS ON THI POLITICAL SCENE 
WITH THE EMBASSY HEARING FROM A FORMER GOI MINISTER THAT 
THE AZF.ARI GOVERNMENT "DEFINITELY IOULD RESIGN DECEMBER 
30." ADDITIONALLY, DR. SHAH-POUR BAKHTIAR, NATIONAL 
FRONT LEADER WITH SOMEWHAT DUBIOUS CREDENTIALS, TOLD THE 
E~BASSY THAT TEE SHAH RAD GIVEN RIM A MANDATE DECEMBER 28 
TO FORM A NEW GOVERNMENT. HE WISHED TO SEE AN EMBASSY 
011IC£R DECEMBER 33, AND HOPED FOR u.s; SUPPORT. FU&THEB, 
At! AMEft!CAN PRESS SOURCE ?,£PORTS GREAT ACTIVITY ON THE PART 
OF ZAHEDI. ALL OF THE INTERLOCUTORS SEEM CERTAIN THE 
SADtQI EFFORT RAS FAILED. 

2. MODERATE OPPOSITIONISTS AGREE THAT THE SHAH STILL 
i\'::TAINS AI LEAST THE PO'l/ER ·ro E11FEC·r AN ORDERLY TRANSI
TION TO !?REGENCY COUNCIL WHICH TEE! DEMAND. UNDER THIS 
CONCEPf, A REGE~CY COUNCIL WOULD EXERCISE THE SHAH'S 
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EXECUTIVE POWERS AFTER HE HAS LEFT THE COUNTRY. IT WOULD 
APPOINT A PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET. THESE OPPOSITIONISTS 
FEAR TEE CHAOTIC SITUATION THAT COULD RESULT FROM A~ 
UNPLANNED DEPARTURE OF THE SHAR. 

3. TRE FRENCH D.OMESTIC NEWS SERVICE REPORTS IN PARIS THAT 
KHOMZINI HAS BEEN GRANTED PERMISSION TO STAY IN FRANCE 
WHEtJ HIS CURRENT VISITOR'S PERMIT KUBES NEXT \!/EEK. THE 
FRENCH EMBASSY WASHINGTON TELLS US THAT NO DECISION ilAS 
BEEN' MADE BUT A POSITIVE RESPONSE IS ANTICIPATED. IT IS 
ALSO REPORTED TBAT KHOMEINI BAS CALLED FOR A DAY OF 
NATIONAL MOURNING IN IRAN TOMORROW, THE END OF MORARRAM, 

4. CRUDE OIL PRODUCTION WAS SCREDU1ED TO BE 319,000 
:BARRELS, APPARENTLY A.30UT THE SAME AS YESTERDAY. ALL PRO
DUCT I ON WILL BE DELIVERED TO THE ABADAN REFINERY, ANCTHER 
PRODUCTION UNIT WILL BE SHUT DOv/N DECEMBER 30 CAUSING A 
FURTHER SUBSTA;~TIAL PRODUCT I ON DROP. THE IMPACT IS COM
POUNDED SINCE THE UNIT PROVIDES NATURAL GAS TO ABADAN, 
WHOSE REFINERY RELIES HEAVILY ON THE GAS FOR FUEL. THE 
AVAILABILITY OF GASOLINE IN TEHRAN HAS WORSENED. 

5. THE OPPOSITION RAS STATED TEAT THE OIL WORKERS HAVE 
OFFERED TO RETTJRN TO WORK IF: THE GOVERNMENT GUARANTEES 
TEAT ALL PRODUCTION IS USED INTERNALLY, AND PARTICULARLY 
TEAT NONE OF IT IS EXPORTED TO ISRAEL. THE WORKERS WOULD 
MONITOR DISTRIBUTION. 

R OUR CONSUL IN TABRIZ WAS TOLD BY THE MANAGER THAT HE 
EXPECTS STRIKERS TO SHUT THE LOCAL REFINERY TOMORROW. 
STOC~S OF KEROSENE FOR HEATING ARE ENOUGH FOR A WEEK; 
O'l'TIER PRODUCTS ARE IN SLIGHTLY BETTER SUPPLY. THE OPINION 
IS UNANIMOUS AMONG ALL THE CONSUL'S CONTACTS THAT THE SHAH 
MUST GO. 

7. THERE WAS ANOTHER PEACEFUL MARCH OF SEVERAL THOUSAND 
PERSONS IN ISFAHAN. THE MOB WAS IN A HOLIDAY MOOD AND 
THE SECURITY FORCES KEPT THEIR DISTANCE. 

8. GRUMMAN BAS DECIDED IN SHIRAZ TO REDUCE ITS STAFF TO 
All ABSOLUTE MINIMUM AND MOVE REMAINING ·PERSONNEL ON TO THE 
AIR BASE. TEIS IS EXPECTED TO AFFECT THE F-14 PROGRAM. 

9. THE IRAN-A~ERICAN SOCIETY IN AHWAZ WAS BROKEN INTO 
DECE~·IBER 28 LUE IN THE AFTERNOON BY A CROWD OF ABOUT 7(1! 
PEOPLE AND SUFFERED CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE. ·NEWSOM . 
ET 
#7062 
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E.O. 12065: GDS 12/30/78 (PRECHT, HENRY) 

TAGS: PINS, IR 

SUBJECT: IRAN SITREP NO. 59, 12/30/78 

1. SEVERAL TFOUSAND DEMONSTRATORS TODAY SURROUNDED THE 
~MERICAN CONSULATE COMPOUND IN TABRIZ, BUT ONLY·SOME OF 
T~SM ACTUALLY ENTERED TEB COMPOUND AFTER SMASHING THE 
FRONT GATES. THESE D1~0NSTRATORS SET SOME SMALL FIRES, 
EDT CAUSED LITTLE DAMAGE. THEY WERE REPELLED tY THE 
IRANIAN SECURITY FORCE STATIONED AT THE CONSULAfE WHO USED 
TEAR GAS AND FIRING OVER TBE HEADS OF DEMONSTRATORS TO 
STOP THEM. REINFORCEMENTS ARRIVED QUIC.KLY AND THE CROYl'D 
/AS DISPERSED. THERE wErE NO INJURIES TO ANYONE AND THE 
CO~SUL A~D HIS IRANIAN S:AFF ARE SAFE AND WELL. THE 
TURKISH CONSULATE WAS ALSO ATTACKED. 

2.. 11 :~:. 
S GP TT'•'2~: 
~_:nrrTa ~.' 
:~.Tj ·i~ Q ··,:' 1 :;· 
Ot! CA:t .. : 

ITUATION IN TEHRAN CONTINUED "NGRMAL," WITH 
DEMONSrRATIQNS IN VARIO~S PARTS OF CENTRAL AND 

BAN, CAP 3URNINGS, BONFI~ES FUELED BY GARBAGE AND 
~. AND D1MONSTRATORS PLACING ANTI-SHAH LEAFLETS 
~~SHIELDS. IRANIAN ARMY FORCES GUARDING THE 
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ACTION 
POL 3 
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AMS 
DCM 
ECON 2 
PM · 
OR 
ICA 
ADM 
CRU 2 
!SF 
SHIR 
TAB 
11 GAM 

EMBASSY HAVE BEEN REINFORCED IN RESPONSE TO RUMORS ABOUT 
IMPENDING ATTACKS ON THE EMBASSY AND PERIODICALLY FIRi 
AIRBURSTS TO EISCOURAGE GROUPS OF DEMONSTRATING YOUTHS. 
AS A RESULT OF GASOLINE SRORTAGE, AS WELL AS THE KHOMEINI
ORDERED "DAY OF MOURNING" (IN MEMORY OF QOM RIOTS NEARLY 
A YEAR AGO THAT STARTED THE UNREST), TRAFFIC IN TEHRAN 
WAS LIGHT. TH~RE WERE LONG LINES OUTSIDE FILLING STATIONS 
AND KEROSENE MERCHANTS. AS A CONSEPVATION MEASURE 
IRANIAN RADIO AND TV BROADCASTING HAS BEEN REDUCED. RADIO 
IRAN BROADCASTS HAVE ALSO BEGUN TO PREPARE THE PEOPLE FOR 
AN EXPECTED SHORTAGE OF BREAD AS A RESULT OF FUEL SEORTAGE
RELATED DIFFICULTIES IN FLOUR MILLS, BAKERIES AND THE 
TRANSPORTATION SECTOR.· 

3. ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM OUR CONSUL IN SHIRAZ, 
NUMEP.OUS DEMONSTRATIONS ACCOMPANIED BY FIRING BY THE 
SECURITY FORCES TOOi PLACE IN SHIRAZ -- BUT TRIS IS BY NOW 
BECOMING THE NORM IN MAJOR IRANIAN CITIES. . 

4. SHAHPUR BA~HTIAR CONFIRMED TO AN EMBASSY OFFICER TEAT 
THE SEAR BAS ASKED HIM TO FORM A CABINET AND NOTED THAT 
HE EXPECTS TO BE SWORN IN BY JANUARY 3 OR 4. BAlETIAR 
CLAIMS THAT HE WILL BE PERMITTED TO NAME ALL HIS MINISTERS, 
TEAT FREE PRESS AND SPEECE WILL BE REINSTATED IMMEDIATELY 
UPON BIS ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE, THAT MARTIAL LAW WILL BE 
PHASED OUT GRADUALLY, AND TEAT THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS 
APPOINTMENT WILL EE ACCOMPANIED BY A STATEMENT FROM THE 
SFAH EMP~ASIZING IMPESIAL ACCEPTANCE OF A CONSTITUTIONAL 
POSITION WHEREBY HE WOULD REIGN BUT NOT RULE. ACCORDING 
TO BAKHTIAR, AT SOME POINT AFTER TEE NEW GOVERNMENT TAKES 
OVER, THE SHAH WILL TAKE AN EXTENDED VACATION. IT IS NOf 
CLEAR TO WHAT EXTENT BAKHTIAR E~JOYS THF SUPPORT OF 
VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF THE OPPOSITION. HE CLAIMS TO HAVE 
WORKED OUT THE SUPPORT OF AYATOLLAH SEARIAT-MADARI, THE 
LEADING RELIGrons FIGURE IN IRAN. HE WILL SEEK SUPPORT 
FROM MEHDI BAZARGAN, LFADER OF THE LIBERATION MOVEMENT OF 
IRAN. THE NATIONAL FRONT HAS ANNOUNCED ITS OPPOSITION TO 
BAKHTIAR'S EFFORTS TO FORM A GOVERNMENT. THE ]AZAARIS 
ARE DIVIDED A]OUT BAKBTIAR, WEICH IS SOMEWHAT ENCOURAGING. 
FEAR OF A HARS~ MILITARY GOVERNMENT LED BY HARD-LINE 
OFFICERS MAY RESULT IN SUPPORT FOR BAKHTIAR AS THE BEST or 
A SERIES OF BAD ALTERNATIVES. 

5. IRANIAN OIL PRODUCTION TODAY WAS ONLY 231,000 BARRELS, 
ALL OF ~RICH WAS DELIVERED TO THE AEADAK REFINERY. OSCO 

.EMPLOYEES IN AHAWAZ EAVE BEEN SUBJECT TO FURTEER THREATS 
AND, AS A RESULT OF THIS THE SECU~ITY SITUATION AND THE 
INABILITY TO WORl OWING TO STRIKES, OSCO DEPENDENTS AND 
SOME EMPLOYEES, AS WELL AS THOSE OF MOST OIL SERVICE COM-
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PANIES, HAVE STARTED LEAVING IRAN TODAY ON A SERIES OF 
CP.ARTER FLIGHTS, FRI MARIL Y TO !'rf!E1'1!t; MEMBERS OF OPP OS l
TI ON GROUPS ARE IN TOUCH WITH STRIKERS, REPORTEDLY TO 
WORK OUT THE RETURN TO WORK OF A SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF 
PERSONNEL TO PERMIT fRODUCTION FOR DOMESTIC NEEDS ONLY. 

NIOC CHAIRMAN ENTEZAM HAS AGREED TO DEMANDS THAT NO CRUDE 
OIL WILL BE EXPORTED. HE HAS APPARENTLY ALSO AGREED TO 
WITHDRAW THE MILITARY FROM OSCO OFFICES AND OIL FIELD 
FACILITIES. THE GOVERNMENT SEEMS TO BELIEVE THAT A COM-
PROMISE CAN BE WORKED OUT WITH THE STRIKERS. VANCE 
BT 
#8067 
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CHRGI: STA!I 12/81/78 
APP!f: DCPhCWRUS 
Dll'TDt Pota.JDSTIHPtttU 
CL.alt POtaGJL.lPIJl.ltIS 
DISH •AOL-3 APIJ 1Cf1 

ICON 2 PM 01 
CBION/18 ~11u 

,, \ 1\ ' 
1.0. ~t IDS-• 12/S1/98 (STIHPIL, J.D.) 01-P 
'.UN: .in, PINI, PGOY, II 
IVJJIC!t HINATCHI YIIWS ON )UB!UR 11101! TO lORH GOVT 

SiJf1f1ilYa MINATCBI BILIETES JAl:HTUI WILL SUCCllD IN lORM-· 
ING QOY! BICAUSI H0Dlll1!1 llLIGIOUS LIADllS WILL NOT OPPOSI 
aIH AllJ SOMI WILL WORE TO RILP. SANJABI OUTBURST AGAINST 
J.l(l!lll SllN AS UNJOITUNATI, BUT IRllLIYANT. BAZAR~AN 
¥ILL NO! OPPOSI BAEHTIAR, BUT WILL PIOBABLY RIPRAIN lROH 
flllt COP111I!MINT UNTIL Bl ll!UINS :rlOH SOUTH, WBIRI BIS 
lllTIATIYI !O IND OIL STRIEI IS PROGR!SSING Witt. 
1YATOLL1B SH1RIAT-P1lDAII .CONSIDIRING PUBLIC CALL OPPOSING 
'TIOLINCI AGAINST JOllIGNERS. SBABAB llRDOWZ IIPICTED TO 
,II lilHTUR 'S JUS'flfl KINI SUR. IND SDMHARY 

'i:, ~11011 STIMPEL RllIIWED PRESENT POLITICAL DIYILOPMENTS 
,Vlfl DI. HI NATCHI AT HIS BOSSIINITIH IRSH!D (RILIGIOUS 
8CIOOL) orrICI AJ'TllNOON DIC 31, MINATCHI THOUGHT 
JAIB!IAR woo~ SURELY SUCCEED IN PORMING NIW GOTT, SINCE 
ftODlll1!1 CLIRGY JAVORID HIS IJPORfS INOUGB TO Rl1RAIN PROM 
OPPOSING HIM, DI. URIM S1NJ1BI'S~BJ.1ST U UICB!IAR . _ 
IYINING DIC 39 WAS UNJOR!UNA!I, BUT WOULD NOT KA!TIR IN ' 
1ACI or RELIGIOUS LIADERS' TACIT SUPPORT 101 BAEBTIAI. 

2. INGINll~ M!llDI BAZARG!N, LIBER.l!ION MOVIMINT (LKI) 
LIADIR WILL ALSO ACQUIESCI IN BAICHTIAR TO IITINT 01 NO! 
OPPOSING HIM, ACCORDING TO MINATCRI, BUT WILL PROBABLY NOT 
P11KI HIS FINAL POSITION ICNOWN UNTIL HI RITUINS PROM ABWAZ 
IN TWO OR THREI DAYS. MIN!TCBI SAID BAZAaGAN HAD 
RECIIVID LITTIRS 110H BOTH KHOMIINI AND SHARIAT-MADARI 
NAMING HIM PIRSONALLY TO HEAD MISSION TO OIL FIELDS. OTHIR 
Hll1Bl!J!S or FIVE-MAN' COMMITTEE ARI AYATOLLAH BASHIHI 
RAJS!NJANif ING. KATIRABI (PRONITIC), ING. RASIBI, AND 
ING. SABAQ AN. SIGNIJICANCI 01 BAZARGAN BEING NAHID 
PllSOllALLY IS HU THIS GIYIS HIH ICCLISUSTICAL NOD WBEN 
HI W.lll!S TO 101M GOVT -- PllSUKll~J, SAID HINA!CHI, TRI 
QNI WltCH WILL EYINTUALLY SUCCllD JAllTIAI AJ!tR NIIT 
8PIIHG'S ILICTIONS. HIN\CII ADDJl> TU! UDISliII ZUIDI 
tu.D llPOlTIDLY orrlllD T SILL A BAZAIGAN-LID C\llINIT to 
tll Sil! BU! THIS WOULD llSUl'!ABLY OCCUR ONLY It -
IAll!'fUl1S lNI!U!IYI DID NOT WORK OU! AND llLIOlOUS . 
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3. "IllATCBr SAID COHHITTll 101 THI Dl11NSI or BU"AN IIGll!'? 
tH ftllDOl'f (CDBR1) VOULD JI "ll!ING U.4 P.M, .JIC 31 AH 
JfPGLD .U."°ST CDUillLT PO! VIIllT 01 I!S UIIOUS GIOUPS 
JllIND l.&IiTUI INITUTIYI. "IllHcliI llOGLJI CALL SUIUT
M&lilI VON. llSULTS or THIS "ll!ING' 111 INOWN. AND lISIT 
llM II QOM ON JAN 3 1'01! FINAL CIHlllTINf 01 "ODlllATI 
llPPOIT or l.&IBTIAI C!ltNIT. Ill 11$PO'-~ 10 11110~1·s 

COIJIDlil!UL/J.l"DIS TDl!AN 12'794 
COHIDll!UL/r.I!UIIS T.111111 12794 

QUIS!lON VBl!Blll CONDITIONS IN S!DID .fOfLD ALLOW ftlf 
tftJCB DIL!T, ·HINA!CBI SAID CONDITIONS VIII l'!UCB Jlf!ll 
IJC 31 SINCI IT llCAHE [NOVN !Bl! SB!B WAI lllDT !O 
!r.J.lTI (COHl'llNTI Ir SO, IHPIOTIHIN! VAS fl1.T HllGllllL). 
IN 1NT IYlll!, SB!JlIAT-HADARI VAS COll!IHPLA!l~ ISSUAllCI 
01 ,. IL1"IIB (ANNOUNCIHENT) CA~LING 011 !II ISLI810Uf 
11ITB11JL NO! !O !!TAC! IOllIGR 'llOTBllS 1111' SIStlll 111D 
711~SillG S!IPS TAIIN !OVARDS 1 POLITICAL ·SOLUTION VllICB 
WOULD ATOID ILOODSBID. Ill llPLT !O QUIS!IONj IHJ011 lGRllD 
flIS WOULD II' Tilt USIJUL VAT !O Pl1.11PS D 1USI SOHi.or 
fBI !N!I-JOR!IGN HELING VBICB RA» 11111 HOVI.NG Ill 
llCINT DAYS. . 

'lo COHHINT: TROUGH GINIJIALLT AN OPTIHIS!, "Illl!CII WAS 
,I.ILi TO TIC[ orr SJYIRAL SOLID HlSOllS 101 BIS JILill 
~ITill VOULD SUCCl!D, AND HIS 0111 !TTI!UDI Hl])J IT 
'Lill Tilt RI YIRT HUCH WANTID l!llTI!I TO 101" GOTT AND 
fl.lT "111! OTlll HODllATI OPPOSITIOllISTS VIII WILLING TO 
ftlCUULLT ..4CQUJISCI IN '.BilRTill nrou 101 Sill 'or 
COVlltlJ. xr·SR!RilT-HADAII AND llZAIG.lJI POSITIONS CO"I 
at.OSI !O IRA! HlNATCBl SlTS TRIJ 111, 'IBIS WOULD IMPIOTI 
IUB!Ul'S CBANCJ:S. HlHlTCBt S.lID HI ions TO ti-UN OJ 
,41JIIRI! R1"1S LATll, JUT Un TRl! JUS!ICI KUISTD
IJIIGNlfl IS SBARAJ lllDOVZ, 1011111 JUIXJ' &ID 1 LllDIRG 
l!OlllSSIJI LAWTll. SGLLIY!ll 
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E.O. 12065: GDS 12/31/78 (PRES~~. H:NRT) 

TAGS: PINS, IR 

SUPJECT: POLITICAL DIVE~OPMJNTS 
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000007 
ACTION 

DCM 2 

INFO 
AMB 
ADM 
POL" 
PM 
CRU DUMMY3 

1. WE NOTE PARS NEWS AGF~CY ANJ S~A?CJR ~£i!TIAR HAVE 
STATED THAT THE SRAH PLANS TO TA<E A TE~?01•~Y 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE F10~·l TR? COUN:nu AT Ai'i \) ::, ::cIFU~D 
TIME IN TH3 FUTURE. THIS REPOR'!' EA~ AI.SO ;· l'>: DZ~iii.;D IN 
Parss STORIES BY sou~c~s AT MI~IS~Pf OF : AND BY 
AMBASSADOR ZAEEDI. DO YOU HAVE A~THORI7A~!i~ INFORMATION? 

2. !F IT IS TRUE THAT S::IAH WO()T,II LEAVE 'I 
AS TO FACILITATE BAKHTIAR'S JOB OF ESTILL 
GCE-lNMENT, \1E WONDER •!/l'.Y THE S,~»H '.JIJ i.JO 
SAML CONDITION WITH SADIOI, APPdR~~fLY A T 
CA~DIDATE FOR TgE PRIME M1NISTEaS3IP TH!~ 
WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ra~~ENTS. NEWSOM 
BT 
#3084 99 
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7.:.0. 12C65: ilGDS 1-1-84 (ESCUD~~P.O, S.T.) .OR-P 
'i'AGS: PilJR, IR 
~U3JECT: MOEAM'1AD HOSSAIN KHAN QASECAI COM'1ENTS ON 
PA{HtIAR CA~DIDA:Y A~D GENERAL FEREID~N JAM 

~RGE 
Al'PRV 
IRITr 
CLEAR 

ISTR 

1. DURING JMi 1 I'ISCDS.SIO).' \\'l1'Il ~10EA·'1MAD HOSSUN ".:EH; (1'1fii::l 
~ASHQAI JN LATTER'S APARTME~T. OASH~AI 11-~HAN co~MENTED 

STA'L}~ 1-2-
DC~~ Ci\'~:P.A S 
PCL:STES'.:U 
fOL:;.BU'-13 
POL-~ P.i"1C 
ECCN-2 Pr: 
OR 5?.!? TA 
C:!RON/14 

70 EMECIF TPAT OASil~AI FA~ILY ~CULD EE ~REPARII TO SUPPORT 
SHAHPOUR BA~ETIAE \S PRIME '1I~ISTER U~D~R CERTlI~ CONDI!IONS. 
fRIENISHIP BET~FIN T~E T1C GCES BAC! TO TIME OF REZt SHAH, 
AND THE BA~H!IAR AND OASECAI FA~ILIES HAVE FRECUENTLY 
I~TIRMARRiiD FOR THE PAS~1~0 TEARS. HOWEVER, ~H~ 
EMPHASIZ~r THAT QASSOAI ~UP?ORT FCR EAIHTIAR'S GOVERNMENT, 
SHOULD OKE BE FOP~Er, WOULD BE ~UCB 3REATER "IF SHAHPOUR 
tOES NOT COVE WITH E~PTY HANDS." MHI BELIEVES THAT, SHOULD 
BA~HTIAR ASSUME TEE ·PRlME MINISTRY JAN 3 ¥1THOUT ANNOUNCING 
THE SHAH'S IMMINENT DE?ARTURE, FOR ~EDICAL TREATMENT OR 
~HATEVER, THE PECPLE WILL BE DEMONSTRATING IN THE STREETS 
AGAIKST BAIETIAR BY JAN S. DURING CO~VERSATION ~H~ 
RECEIVED PHONE GALL FRCM lATCHSARAN DESCRI1ING DEMONSTRA-
ION THERE BY 30P0 BAIETIAPIS ANL QASEQAIS AND KC11NG THAT 
SHOULD EA~HTIAR ACCEPT THE PRIME MINISTRY ~ITHOUT 
WRINGING CONCESSIONS FROM THE SHAH, THIS wOULD BRING SHAME 
TO THE BA7-HTIARIS A~D H:S ~UPPORT AMONG THE TRIBE WOULD 
WANE. 

2. ACCOREING TO Mlil, THE PEOPLE WILL BE LESS CONCERNED ABOUT 
THE ~EROSENE AND GASOLINE SHORTAGES AND MORE l~TERESTED 
IN FAIHTIAR'S "ACTIONS REGAH!ING SAVAK ANL THE ARMY. 
THE SECURI~Y ORGANIZATION SHOULD BE DISBANDED AND, IF SOME 
SIMILAR ORGANIZATION MCST EXIST, ITS NAME MUST BE 
CHAN3ED. MARTIAL LA~ MUST SOON EE ENDEt ANt MANY OF THE 
TOP GENERALS RELIEVED OF THEIR POSITIO~S. MHI, WHO IS 
NOT JONI OF IRAN'S MILITARY LEADERSHIP, PARTICULARLY 
GXN. OVEISSI, CAUTION!D EMBOFF NOT TO THINK OF IRANIAN 
GENERALS IN SA~E T1RMS AS ALLIED WWII COMMANDERS ~UT 
RATHER AS SYCCPEANTS IN ~JNIFCRM WHO OBTAINEt THEIR 
POSITIO~S THROUGE IOYAITY RATHER THAN ~ILITARY ABILITY. 
EXCEPTION IS GEN. iEREIDUN JAM, WHO MHK EXPECTS TO SEE 
JA~ 2, WHOSE FAL~ FRO~ GRACE RESULTED FROM THREE FACTORS: 

--JA~'S DESCRIPTION OF ORDER TO FIRE ON 1971 DS~ONSTRATORS 
~ARCHINJ TO TEEHAN FRO~ KARAJ AS "S!UPID". JAM HAD NOT 
ii./;ALIZED 'i"HAT '.'.'HE"i SAVA:{ CHIEF NASSIRI HAD CONSUL'1ED 
~HAR, ~HO WAS THEN I~ PA!ISTAN,AND OPTAI~EI IMPERIAL 
PER~ISSICN TO FIRE; 

--JAM"S CPPCSITICN TO PURCFASE O! NFW MILITARY SYSTEMS 
PEFORE IPA~IAN PIRSC~NEL FULLY T&AI~~D IO CARE A~D MAIN
TAIN S!ST~~s ALREArY IN HA\f. HIS CPP~SITION VAS 9FPOR1Yn 
TO SEhH ?Y GIN. TOtFl~IA\ A~D DR. AYADI; 
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3. t<F~, WHO t"'ET 1:TIT=1 J'. • .l.·:~l'I'IAR r;"~:IS MOf~~~1 ·;·; .!.~~~:; f'X?.:'.~r:s 
TO SE~ HIM AGA!N JAK 2, L~SCHIB 1 ·: El~ AS ~C~~~~AT TCC 

1 1·:ft1~-3PA~I~~ FO? A SJ:cssSFlJL }(;:I~'ICIA~. ~SF~CIA:.I.? 
IN T~E ARE~ OF HELIGIO~, tHERE E~{~~IAR ~A~?S CLEAR 
EIS J1ISTAS'i'E FC? -.:Ec··:nu. "E'.<: r:_;:LS BA\i:"J.l. .. '.t ~·our.:: I'C 
EETTra TO REMAIN SILE~r. 

4. IT IS STILL ~OT CL~A3 TO ~E{ I? BAKHTIA3 WILL SUCCEED 
IN FOR~ING A CAjINET. SANJAEI'S DFCISION 'IO READ 3I~ OUT 
OF ~·HE NATIONAL :i''1CNT A'lt FEFLINl;S ,\MCNG l-'.Fi"1HRS Cr 
BEHTlAR'S IRAN PARTY Tr'AT HE FAS TOO :;c:?,\l' f, TENN'\CY 
TOVARt UNILATERAL, UKCOORfINATFL AC~ION ~ILL EAT IN~O HIS 
SUPPOR'I'. 

5. HOMAN IRAN :JASHQAI. MHK ·s SC1!' W'.-'O WAS ESO P!'EcEl\T. 
EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THERE IS LITTLE DIVFER~NCE JETWEE~ 
EAKHTIAR'S PR03RAM AND 'i'HE ONE ~1ICH SANJA?I PUT FO~iPRD. 
THEREFORE, WHY SHOULD THE SEAH NOT CHOOSE 5ANJA31, iEC 
ENJOYS WIDER SUPPORT, AS PRIME MINISTER? .HIS FATEER 
REPLIED THAT, r:RST or A~L. EAKHTIAR IS ~OT A KHOMVINI MAN. 
SECONDLY, BA~HTIAR APPROACHED THR QUESTIO~ OF TEE SHAH'S 
DEPAR!URE DELICATELY WHEREAS SANJABI RAJS1il IT !~MEDIATELY 
AND FORCEFULLY lN HIS TALK WITH THE MCNAR~H. TR~ ~CMrNT 
HE DID SO THE SHAH E~DED THEIR CONVERSATIO\ SAYING TPAT 
THERR WAS NOTHINS FURTH~R TO LISCUSS. 

6. HOMAN ALSO KOTED THE INCR~ASihG REPETITION AMONG 
TEHRAN'S GOSSIP MILL Ci THE VIE~ THAT FOREIGNERS SECULL 
NOT BE PER~ITT!D TO L!AVE IRAN AS THEY 'ILL BE ~EEDED TO 
HELP RUN THE COUNTRY'S ESSENTIAL UTILITIES AND INDUSTRIES 
AFTER THE SHAH LEAVES. AT THE SAME TIME q(~AN FULLY 
EXPECTS THA1, SHOULD TFE SHAH RE~AIN, LATER RETURN, OR 
SHOULD A CIVILIAN COYT ~OT WOR~ OUT, FOR~IG~ERS AND 
ESPECIALLY A~E~ICANS WILL BECOME THE TA3~ETS CF VIOJE~T 
PHYSICAL ATTPC( BY l'JEP.ILLA '.}RO'JPS. BOTH i[()MAN A'!D :ns 
FATHER BELIEVE THAT THE SHAH IS CLEVER NNOUGH TC ENGINEER 
BT 
#00E3 
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HIS RETURN TO IRAN O~ THE EE!~S OF A MILITARY C~O? 
A CIVILIAN GOVT HAS PEEN IN OFFICE LO~; E~OUGU TO ~ 
!!~ELF INEPT. ~HK IESCRI3IL T~E SHAH AS THE ~C~T i 
~~N1 RULFR IRAN FA EAD FOR T~O :ENTUI'IES HUT ··\~O~ 
TWC FLAWS: HIS INA IllTY TO ~EEP HIS ~CRL ANL ~I~ ~ 
FOF MCKEY AND POriE • SULLIVA1\ . 
bT 
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!AGS 1 l'IHS, Ill 

SU!jECT1 KHOSRQ~ GllSH~l!I 
i 

• A"•.;. DCN .. 
ee-t· 

'"" 6• 
~" 
.. 

1. KHOSROW GtfASHGHAI CALLJ:D ON NEA/1RN ,TAN'UARY 2 1TO OJ'1J:R 
HIS VIEWS OF "fRANIAN CRISIS. GHAS!iOHAI STATED FLATLY THAT 
NO SOLUTION WAS POSSI!LE WHILE TllE" SRAll REMAINED ~N IRU
HE URGt"J)..THE U.S. TO ESTABLISH CONT~CT WITH OHOMErNI'S 
10RCES WRICH HE REG.ARDED. A.S THE MOST POTENT IN TH~ COUNTRY. 
HE INDICATEn THltl ·WAS SOME DIFFERE~CE OF OPINION BET~EEN 
HIMSELF AND OTHtt, MEMBEllS O.!' HIS FAMILY AND Tl'AT HIS FA~Ho:R 
WAS RETURNING TO IRAN IN THE HOPE THAT HE iOULD FE ABRESTEu 
AND BECOME A SYMBOL or GHASHGHAI OPPOSITION TO ~H~ S~AH. 
HF INDICATED ABSOLUTELY NO CONFiDENCE THAT BA~HTIAR WOULD 
BF A!LE TO FORM A Vl~BLE GOVERMMENT AND NO STM}Arqy FO~ ~~~ 
PRIME MINISTER-DESIG'NATE'S EFFORTS. 

2. GRASHGHAI LEFT WASH!N;ToN HEADE1 iOR Mr~ICP ~E'R~ cE 
RFS!DFS. 

3. WE REPORT TFIS FOP THI RECORD, ~~vI•J ~~ "~ .· ~~~!~~!~~ 
OF ITS IMPORT~N~E FOR IRANIAN OR TPJFA~ 0 rL1~;"~ •·~~; 
BT 
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E.0 .• 12e65: RG11S 1-2-3:': '.ESCDI"'.(0, '.,.1,.}._..£J~r· 
'IAGS: PINR, IR 
SUBJECT: EAZA~RI VIE~S 0\ 3A~~i~:AR CA~B!LA~Y !ND 0~ 
COKTINUING CONi~O~TATIJ~ 

c::.r..Gt:: 
,:. ~..,FR.'i: 
~ ~\ : 1'TJ.'. : 
CL ~A?.~ 
DI STR: 

su~~ARY: PRC~I\E~T 3~Z~A~I R~?:E~TS EXTR~~~LY ~~CT!C\AL 
IiAT?ED OF REGif"'E ~NJ' I~Js ·~:ELI}~.'.,'~"I)) C2U~.T .. L·r:~:s. AD;;1c~ TO 
AMEkICANS IS TEA! ¥E SHfLI SUF?\~ J0R CU2 ~J~PORT CF THE 
SHAH. END SUM~ARY. 

L E~ECFF MET Br-; 2 i,Ti'i' iNFLlI~~::·rHL EAZE· >\d MEhCH!c:iT EAJI 
ALI ASGHAR ~ASHA~I. WHO Si,T!D T~AT. AFTER SC~! rrscu~SION, 
]AZAARIS HAVE ~ECIIEL NOi JPT ~OT TJ SUPPORT SHARPOUR 
fA~ETIAR AS PR1~3 ~I~ISTf~. TH~Y ~~~ARD EI~ ;5 TOC CLOSE 
TO THE SHAH AND TOO MUC3 ~~ OPPD~TUNIST TO SUPPORT HIM 
FVrN IF BA~HTIAR PRCVES ~E!E TO 7\GINEER TEE SEAR'S 
DEPARTURE. SHOULD 3A~r~IA~ BICO~~ ~RIME Ml~IST!R TEE 
BAZAAR ;'/OULD CON'IHJUE 'I') ;:: CLOSE:D IN HOP.'.:3 07 BRrn;rn; 
HIM rowN AN:C R'::PUCING i:I'1 v.'.ITH "';;T' ONE M,!_r·: ~-Ho, KASHANI 
FEELS, IS TRULY THE PEOPLE'S CHO!C! - [ARI~ S\NJABI. 

2. WHEN EMBOFF OPINED TEAT CO~TINUE:C OPPCSITIO~ TC A 
CIVILIAN GOVER\~ENT WHICH IS TRYJN} TO SATISFY THE D~M,NDS 
OF THE PEOPLE COULD !.E1\D ·ro THE cOii:-;IsSIO:i p: '.IEHRA•j OF 
ATROCITIES SUCE AS THCSE q~CENTLl ?ERPETR~f~I IN MA~!!A:C, 
KASHANI REPLIED HEATEDLY "~AT SUSE THIN}S ~RE ALREADY 
TAT<'ING PLACE IK THE CAPn'icL. ON rr::; 31 A 1'033 ATTAG\ED 
THE HOME OF A SAVAK COLOK:L ¥HO LIVED O~ B~EAR STB?FT. 
COLONEL WAS TA'~Et? .ALIVE !."'Ii DIS"'.Et".B!RED BY Tl!! CF.O'•!D 1!HILE 
HIS ~!FE ANC CEILrHEN ~EEF BrR~EI IN THE EIRE ~RICH LFVELEC 
THEIR TEREE-STGRT EOUSE. ~ASHANI CLAI~S TO E~VE Si7N r~E 
~aFC{ or TH! EOUSE AND T2E PORTIONS OF T~E DEAD MAN'S 
BCrY 'iiHICH WTrnE DISPLAY'F:I CUTS!Ll: 11' ON j~N 1. IN THE 
ASHES IN THE !ASE~iNT, ~lSE&NI S~ID I~STRU~!\TS OF.TORTURE 
WIFE tISCOVERF[. ~HEN E~lGFF rEPLORE:C SAVAGFRY OF THIS 
SORT ?Y EITHER SIDE, ~ASHA\I BECAME lVEN MORE ANGRY. HE 
RELATED AN I~C ID'SNT IN CAZ'/IN IN ;;;ir::H A c:lI LD 11:As CP.\TSHED 
UN[ER THE TRFAtS CF ~ TAN~ A~C IT~ 1CTEIR s~cT WEEN SHE 
RUSH~~ TO ATTEMPT A RE~CUE. ALSO E~ rISCRI3Ir THE JA~ 2 
FUNFaAL, WHICH HE ATTENDE~. I~ BEESST-E-iA~~~ OF T3R?E 
YCU~G IRANIANS ~· 1 :c AILI;'~L'lY rn:: r.i::c :.:0 Ur\T:F::: TCP'i~RE IN 
EVIN ?RISON. TEE !ODIFS iERE C!RRIED UN~R!P?If ON 3I~~5 
AROUNI THE CEM?TARY SC TE~T THF CRCPIS TEE3E ccu1r SEE 
THE EY.'~ENSIVE ;<!!2'lS ANr E.·\\f'S WT~':~CUT Fih:~ERt,;ULS. I':' IS 
PFRFEC:LY R!ASO~!ABLE, ~ASHANI S~fCUTZD, FOR TH! ?FOPLi TO 
ATTAC~ THE S~RVA~TS CF ~ ~~GIME )"Hl~E IS GA?A3LE CF SGC~ 
THI1iGS. (CC~!fE\f: BY '!''.IS FOl\'T 1:;sc:ANI 'i'AS V".RY rnGR.I 
I~r1Et. ONE CF THESE [AYS EM!Of~ EXPECTS TO SEE HIM YOAM 
AT THE MOUTH. E~r co~~E~T.) 

3. ~HEN U~DFR CCNTROL A~AI~, ~ASJANI .LAU~C~ED A LO~G 
PERCRlTION ON EC~ T~E ?A3AARIS lAY ULTIMATE EZSPONS13ILITY 
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FCR ALL THESE CRIMES AT FEET or u.s~ rc'R CUR LONG-TERM 
SUPPORT or OUR PUPPET SHAH (SIC). 'KASH\Nt THEN RE~ARKED 
THAT GROWING ANGER CF THE PEOPLE AGAINST u.s.·couLr LEAt 
TO ATTACV.S ON INrIVIJUAL AMERICANS IN TEP.RAN. IN THIS 
REGARD, HE CAUTIONED EMFOFF TO B~ EXTREMELY CAREFUL AND TO 
SCALE tCWN HIS ACT~VITIES OUTSitE OF EMBASSY COMPOUNt. 

4. EMBASSY COMMENT:- UNFORTUNATELY THE VOICE OF THIS 
EAZAARI ACGVRATELY REFLECTS THE FEELINGS OF FVER LARGER 
SECTIQNS OF IRAN'S POPULATION. EMBASSY IS INUNLATED DAILY 
BY RECUESTS/AtVICE THAT WE DO SOMETHING AFOOT TR~ SHAH ~~O 
IS rRAGGING AMERICANS DOWN LIKE AN ANC30R. SULLIVft~ 
BT ' 
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. TEH'lAN 0023'i' 1f'/ . 
QHRG1' STAH 1/5/'7~ :'1':,,"• 
APFRV MIN:CliNAAS 5.1~' 
DRFTD POL:STESCUDg~ 
CLEAR NONE . . ,V·· · 
DISTR -PO'L-3 AMll 

SCSJ'CT: VIEWS OF MASH'D UNIVERSITY CHANCELLOR ''RVIZ 

ECON 2 PM 
JR ADM SY 
AFOS I _.(\BRQI( 

Al'OUZ1':GAR ON llHRTIAR PRIM1'l MINISTRY AND IRAN'S FUTUR:E 

AN ?9 
F~ A~F~~ ~ Y T~E~ft~ 
:o SECS: T jASHJC NIACT I".~EDI\TE ?735 

B.O. 12~65: R~S 1/f/94 (LAM3RA~IS, ~EORGE :S.) CR-P 
l"~"'t:· n,,rv IR 
~~ijicT;~·Niw CA?I~ET PRES~NTEC 

rI STE 

1. CAJiUiET ESSE>iTIALLY AS REPO:!TED BY \\IRE SE!i.VICES •vAS 
?!-;ESENTEr THIS ~CR'HNG :SY P".-USIGNATE :SAKETHR TO 'THE 
S~AH. APPOINTS lREl 

INTE"IOR .- :SEHTIAR HIMSEL!, INClt:LING CCt~TROL OVER 
POLICE, GENDARMINE, AND PR!SUMABLY SAVAK 

WAR - GEN. FEREIDUN JAM (WHO IS ON WAY BAC! FROM 
LONDON) . 

-- FOEIG"l AF?AIRS _· AH'PT1 MIR-FENDERE::iKI. w:ro WAS FIRF'D 
BY SHAH AS DEPU1Y FOREIG\ ~INISTEil. IN 1~73 REP0RTEDLY FOR 
EXCE~DIHG SHAH'S LIMIT~ ON ~OVIET ovEqFLIGHTS PERMITTED 
DURING 1973 ARAB-ISRAELI W~R. 

JUSTICE - YAEYA SArEQ-VAZIRI, A LAWYER AND CAREER 
JUDGE WHO IS {URDISH 

I~FORMATIO~ AND TOURISM - CYRUS AMUZEGAR, fORMEil.LY 
SCMET!IKG OF A LEFTIST, WRITER AND,JOURNALIST, NOT 
CONNECTED WITH FORMER PM AMCUZEGAR S FAMILY 

ECO~O~ICS ANf FINANCE - RUSTAM PIRASTEH, INTERNATIONAL 
BANKER, FORMER C?ASE MANHATTEN REP HERE 

~OHAMMAf MCSBIRI-YEZfI, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER FOR , 
ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCIAL AFFlIRS, HIGH CIVIL SERVANT 
IN MINISTRY OF LABOR (INCLUDI~G PERMANENT DEPUTY) WHO 
SOUNDS LEE AN OLD FRIEND CF BHHTIAR'S 

AGRICULTURE -- MANUCHEHR !AZEMI, EXPERIENCED IN PRO. 
BANK ~!LL!, GRADUATE OF EARVARD IN 1920S, FRIE~DLf TO 
1MERICANS BUT CRITICAL OF THE REJIME. 

-- INDCSTRY AND ~IN!S -- 'B3AS QOLI BAKETIAR, A COUSIN OF 
FM'S WHC IS HIGE CIVIL SERVANT WITH NIOC EAC~~ROUND, 
HAVING SERVED IN FAIRLY RECENT POST AS UNDERSECY OF 
THIS MINISTRY, PERHAPS SENSITIVE ABOUT AMERICANS 

EDUCATION - DP. ~OHAi"i"AC AMIN RIAHI, PROMINENT 
!tUCATIC~ALIST AND JOUPNAlIST 

IABCR ANI SOCIAL WELFARE -- MANUCHEHR AEIA~A. CARE£~ 
CIVIL SE?VA~T I~ LABOR ~!PT ~HO IS iEFO?TEDLY COUSIN OF 
RETIRFD GENERAL ARIANA (ONE OF THOSE GENERALS MENTIONED 
A~ ·ACCI?T..a.3LE 3Y SCt'E CPPCSITIONISTS) 

PPT LUTF-ALI SAMIMI, CA?EEP OFFICIAL 
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HEALTH - MANUCHEHR RAZMARA. u.s. tnuc~ISD P9YSICIA~ 

~orsrNG - JAV~L ~EArFM. VER~ ACTIVE CD~TRACTOR. 
CG~S~ 0 [CTICS ~USI~ISS, ~~~ORTED:Y ~~OTIC\AL A~~ PEEFA?S 
AN '11-M'ERI C P.\. . 

2. ~O~E OF APPOINTEES ~AS SERVE~ AS MINISTER BEFORE. ZAM 
AN'C :·1IF.-F3:~I'E!0'S".I !'AVE ?OTF 3S<:N A'1~-SK""'OF:"S. APl\hT FR0'.'-1 
OV!~~~NES OF S~ME ANTI-RFJiri POLITICAL ACTIVITY IN ONE 
CF. T>IO CASES (P.:1nEG.G, '.\A 7 En) CP.!lINFT IS GC''PCStl OF 
TEC~~OCRATS ~ITH ION~ EXPERIFSC? I~ AREAS OF !XFERTIS~ 
A~r ·~E GATPERI CLEAN 3ECORLS o~ CORRUPTIO~ ISSUE. 

3. CA3INET CONTAI~g NONE O! TE! MORE POLITICAL OPFOSI
TIC~ISTS WHO WIRE AT ONE POINT P~MOqEL TO PE JOINI~l. 
TEESE INCLUrED PEOPLE SUCH AS H~AD OF TEAC~!R'S UNION 
~OHA~MAD DERA{~SJESH (~OR ARTS AND CULTUHEl, EN~. Al~AD 
~CSSALEGH, MCSSALEGE'S so~ (FCR ROALS), A~L EVE~ PROMINENT 
CIVIL RIGHTS A~D RELI}IOCS SPOKESMA~ NASSER MIN~TCHI, 
!CCORLING TO RECENT RUMORS. 

4. \UMBER OF MINISTERS REMAIN VACANT: COMMERCE. C~LTURE, 
PLAN AND BUDGET (IF NOT ABOLISHED), ROADS, ENERGY, 
SCIY~CE AND HIGHER EIUClTION, AS YELL AS TRADITIONAL 
MINISTERS OF STATE FOR THINGS SUCH AS ?ARLilM~NTARY AFFAIRS 
ANI YXECUTIVE AFFAIRS. THERE IS ALSO NO MINISTER OF 
E~rC~ME~T AF?AIRS, AK AREA THlT MIGHT BE TURNED CVER TO 
THE RELIGIOUS LEADERSHIP ACCORDING TO SOME REPORTS WE 

. HAVE HAD. 

5. ~ORE SPECIFIC EID DATA AS W~ DEVELOP IT. SULLIVAN 
BT 
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! TO SiCSTATI WASBDC NUC! IMMEDIATE 2754. 
. BT . 
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• LIMDIS 

E.O. 12U65: GDS 1/7/e5 (LAMBRAKIS, GIORGI B>) oa-i 
TAGS 1 PINS, PGOV, IR . . 
SUBJECT: ANOTHER MODERATE OPPOSITIONIST OPP0~1·1&J11'1it 

REF: 78 TEHRAN 127U2 . ( 

. 1. HEAD OF TEACHERS UNION AND MODIRATI OIPOSITIOll•"'f9t~1• 
CIAN MOHAMMAD DERAKHSHESH EXPRESSID" TOTAL 9PPOSITIOll ro 

' BAKHTIAR GOVT IN BRIEF PHONE CONVJRSATION VITB POL 
. COUNSELOR TODAY, JAN?. HE DENIID HI BAD JTIR lllll ,,. 

DIDATE FOR A POSITION (CONTRARY TO RIPORTS JMBlSST 111 
RECEIVED FROM OTHER SOURCES LAST VEii) AND DJNIGRATIJ 
QUALITY OF MINISTERS. SEVERAL OF HIS GROUP BlD.TUllllD. 
DOWN OFFERS FROM BAKHTIAR. . 

2. IF ANY (SUCH AS SAHIHI) ARE MEMBERS OF OPPOSITIOll 
PARTIES, DERAKHSHESH SAID, THEY WIRE JORTB RANI UNINOV~·· 
HE KNEW FOR A FACT THAT NEW MINISTER 01 IDUClHOll (RU ). 
WAS AN ACTIVE SAVAK AGENT; DERAKHSBESB BAD GOHJN RIM 1 .· 
JOB YEARS AGO llBEN HE WAS AN UNIMPLOUD TIACBU. O'l'BD 
IN THIS SUPPOSEDLY .. NEW'" GO-vT WERJ: YORUNG o:r:r1c11LS UP 
RECENTLY AND MEMBERS OF RASTAKBIZ PARTY. TBIIR lPPOillT 
MENTS ARE A JOKE. 

( 

3. WHEN POL COUNSELOR ASKED WHAT DIRAIHSBESB TBOUBGT O~ 
SHAH'S PLANS TO TAKE A VACATION, DIRAISBSBISB SllD II v4s 
NOT IMPRESSED: SHAH BAS TAKEN VACATIONS BIFORl.!_1NI . 
COME BACK. THAT IS NOT TBE PERMANIT DEPART'Olll--·TBl! lS 
NECESSARY. . . 

4. DERAIBSHESB SAID SBAB IS ALWAYS LATE Vl!B IIS DJCif:IS. 
BAKBTIAR GOVT WOULD HAVE BUN ANSWER l·YE!R AGO, !UT.! 
LATE NOY. COUNTRY'S SICKNESS REQUIRES RIAL ~ICllll, ! 
ROUND llBITE PILLS. BE AGAIN .lPUSBZD BIS GROUP~S POSITIO I 
SHAH MUST LEAVE so THAT KHOMEINI LOSIS MUCH or BIS l'OV ' 
ALLOWJNG MODERATES OF THE CENTER TO COME INT0'11Etl OVM 

.5. DER~~BSHESH'S WEEKLY (ON ITS THIRD .ISSUE) l!!lCIID 
BAIHTIAR YESTERDAY. SULLIVAN 
BT 
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SUEJECT: POLITICAL BRO~ER IS DISCOURAGEDi YET ANOTHER 
MODERATE POLITICAL GROUP FORMED. 

SUMl1ARY: LO~G--TIME PCLITICAL :BROKER IS DISCOUUGED BY 
GOI'S CONTINUED INEPTITUDE. HE SEES TUDER (COMMUNIST) 
PARTY :SECOMING VERY AC'TIVE. HIS CURRENT EFFORTS ARE 
DIRECTID TO MOLDING A MODERATE GROUP BEHIND ALI AMI~I ~RICH 
rill EE VEHICLE FOR SUPPORT OF BAKHTIAH GOVERNMENT UNTIL 
~LECTIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1. EMEOFF MET JAN 4 WITH HEDAYAT ESlAMINIA, PClIT!CAL 
BBO~ER OF SOME YEARS' STANDING VITH WHOM EMBASSY h~S BEEN 
co~~UNICATING RFGULARLY ~JR BETTER PART OF A YEAR. HE ~AS 
FRA~~LY DISCOURA~ED AT TurlN OF EVENTS; GOI RAr REMAINED 
SURPRISINGLY INEPT AT HANDLING CRISIS AND AS A RESULT, 
TUIEH ?ARTY ACTIVITY WAS 3ECOMING MORE WIIESPREAD. HE 
SAID SEVERAL OF ~IS FRIE~DS FROV, TEE SOUTH HAD NOTED OLD
LINE TnDEH ORGANIZERS INVOLVED IN RECENT LABOR DISTURBANCES 
(CCMMENT: THIS SQUARES ~ITH WHAT iE'VE HEARL FROM OTHER 
SOURCES, AS WELL). . 

2. ESLAMINIA THEN SAID HE HAD GATHEREI A NUM3ER OF FRIENDS 
JN VARIOUS POSITIONS TOGETHER TO FORM A GROUP BEHIND 
ALI AMINI. THIS GROUP ~CUID SUPPORT THE BAKHTIAR GCVEBN
MENT, BUT PEE?AR! ITSELF FOR ELlCTIONS. HE LISTED THE 
FOLLOWING !S·It-:ITIAL MEMBFRS OF T!IE GROUP: MR. (FNli! 
FAZAEI ! , EX.-t':ARTCM PARTY lEAtER; ABI:Ul HCSSEIN TA:EATAEATAI, 
FORMER SHIR~Z ~AJLES DEPUTY; NASSER ZERTABFARD, DIRECTOR 
CF ASNAF 'P~ICE MONITORING GROUP); MA~UCHEHR SAED-VAZIRI, 
FORMER MAJLFS rEFUTY PR!SFNTLY A NEWSPAPER COlUMINlST; 
MR. HE~MAT YAZDI, A EUSIN~3SMANi MR. TEYMOUR AND 
MR. REZAN, FRCM ASNAFi HAJ KARIM HCSSEINI, A 3AZAARI WHO 
SUPPORTS AYATOLLAH ~HOMEINI; AND HASSAN KHAN BAYAT; EEAD 
~F THE FARMER'S GUILD. GROUP WAS MERELY WAITI~l GO AHEAD 
~IGNA~ FROM ALI AMINI TC FORMALLY ORGANIZE. 

3. COMMENT: GROUP IS SIMILAR TO MANY NOW FORMING, ANI IF 
IT TRULY GETS CRGAtiI ZEI', E11:BASSY wILL REPORT F:JRTHER. 
MOST SUCH MODERATE GROUPS, AS OF JAN?, ARE GIVING SUPPORT 
TO BA~HTIAR GOVERNMENT. SULLIVAN 
'BT 
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E.O. 12065: RDS-4 (STEMPEL, J.D.) OR-P 
TAGS: PINS, PINR, PGOV, IR 
SUBJECT: CLERGY ORGANIZING TO HELP STABILIZE PUBLIC ORDIR 

SUMMARY: DR. NASSER MINATCHI TOLD EMBOFF MORNING JAN 8 
THAT NUMBER OF HIS SOURCES INDICATE SHAH'S DEPARTURE IS 
IMMINENT. IN VIEW OF THIS, TEHRAN CLERGY HAVE FORMEll 
ORGANIZATION TO HELP MAINTAIN ORDER THROUGH TRANSITION 

$ PERIOD TO NEW POLITICAL ARRANGEMENTS. STATEMENT HAS BEEN ! ISSUED CALLING FOR CALM. CONCERN REMAINS OVER MILITARY 
j BEHAVIOR. END SUMMARY. 

I 
I 
I 
! 

1. DR. NAS~ER MI NATCH I INFORMED· J'OLOFF STEMPEL MORNING 
JAN 8 THAT CLERICAL LEADERS IN TEHRA~ HAVE FORMED A NEW 
GROUP WHICH TRANSLATES AS "CLERGY LUJil:RS ORGANIZATION 
(CLO)". PURPOSE OF GROUP WAS TO HELP MAINTAIN SOCIAt 
ORDER. 'OVER NEXT FEW WEE".S. MINATCHI SAID HIS PARLIAMEN
TARY SOURCES SAID NEW GOI WOULD BE PRESENTED TO MAJL=S 
AND CONFIRMED JAN 9, THEN TO SENATE AND CONFIRMED JA 10. 
IT WAS STRONGLY RUMORED THAT THE SHAH WOULD LEAVE TH 
COUNTRY AT SOME POINT FOLLOWING FINAL CONFIRMATION. •CLERGY 
WERE TO MEET AFTERNOON JAN 8 TO WORK OUT PLANS TO CoNTROL 
EMOTIONAL OUTPOURINGWHICH WOULD FOLLOW AND CHANNEL If CON
STRUCTIVELY IF POSSIBLE. 

2. EMBOFF STRONGLY SUPPORTED IDEA, AND NOTED THAT I~ EVENT 
OF SHAH'S DEPARTURE, MILITARY WILL !E VERY EDGY AND E
HAVIOR IN FIRST HOURS AND DAYS WILL !E CRITICAL. Ml ATCHI 
SAID HE COULDN'T AGREE MORE, AND COMMITTEE FOR DEFENSE 01 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOM (CDHRF) WOULD ATTEMPT TO OR~ANIZE 
ALL ITS FOLLOWERS FOR THIS PURPOSE. EMBO!'F STRESSED, 
AVOIDANCE OF PROVOCATION WHICH WOULD TRIGGER MILITARl 
BACKLASH SUCH AS OCCURRED IN OAZVIN AND MASHAD. ,MIN TCBI 
SAID HE UNDERSTOOD PROBLEM VERY WELL. 

3. CLERGY WAS ESPECIALLY ~EY GROUP, AND CLO WOULD BEi MAIN 
VEHICLE, ACCORDING TO MINATCHI. LEADER WAS HOJATOLLlH 
SEYED MOHAMMAD BEHESHTI (~NOWN TO EMBASSY AS KEY KHO~EINI 
LEADER), WITH FOLLOWING OTBER CLERICS AS SENIOR JIG1JlllS1 
HOJAT.OLLAHS RAFSlNJAl'fl, ABDOL!CARIM MOUSSAVI ARDEBlLI_! AND 
MOHAMMAD MOFATEH. THEY WERE HOPING TO WORK OUT PLANI 
JAN 8, THEN !E READY TO MEET WITH 'AYATOLLAH MONTAZIRJ, 
WHO WAS EXPECTED IN TEHRAN EVENING JAN 9 OR JAN 10 WJTH 
LATEST SUBTLETIES OF KHOMEINI POSITION. 

4. STATEMENT ISSUED IN TEHRAN !Y AYATOLLAH TALEQANI[ 
JAN 8 WAS ALSO SIGNED BY CLO LEADERSHIP As-l'ltL AS ·"QOM 
TR~N.GLE" OF SENIOR AYATOLLAHS. IT CALLED ON PIOPLEj TO 
RE IN CALM, AVOID INTERFERING WITH SICURITT JORCIS, 
AN CEASE THREATS AND ATTACKS ON l'Oll!IGNIRS. NO!ICI' 
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WAS PUBLISHED EXTENSIVELY IN PERSIAN.PRESS JAN 8, AND 
WILL APPEAR IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS JAN 9. MINATCHI 
SAID BASIC CLO AND CDHRF LINE IS THAT WBJN SHAH DEPARTS, 
PEOPLE MUST PROVE THEY ARE DISCIPLINED A"D PEACEFUL. 
MINATCHI HIMSELF IS NOT VERY CONCERNED ABOUT DISORDERLY 
MOBS, BUT CONCEDES THERE MAY BE PEOPLE ON THE STREETS 
STIRRING UP TROUBLE. IF SO, RELIGIOUS LEADERS HOPE TO 
BE ABLE TO DEAL WITH THEM NON-VIOLENTLY AS WAS DONE DURING 
TESUA AND ASHURA MARCHES DEC 10-11. (COMMENT: EMBASSY 
IS NOT RPT NOT AS OPTIMISTIC THAT MO:S.S CAN BE SO EASILY 
CONTROLLED. HOWEVER, EMBOFF WISHED HIM ·MUCH LUCK IN 
EFFORT.) .. . 

5. MINATCHI EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER POSSIBILITY OF 
MILITARY INTERVENTION IF SECURITY SITUATION DETERIORATID, 
BUT SAID EFFORTS OF MODERATE OPPOSITION ARE BEING AIMED 

1

1

$ AT SEEING THIS DOES NOT OCCUR. WHEN EM BO FF ALLUDED TO. 
! STORY THAT GEN. JAM HAD RESIGNED HIS POST AS MINISTER OF t WAR, MINATCHI SEEMED TROUBLED FOR A MOMENT (HE HAD NO , 

I
. INFORMATION ON MATTER), BUT SAID THERE WERE SEVERAL OTIIR 

GENERALS WHO COULD FILL THE BILL, "AND THE PRIME MINISTER 
KNOWS THEM ALL". HE SPECIFICALLY CITED GENERALS NASS- 1 

I ROLAHI, BATMANGELIDJ, REZVANI, AND AGHAVI. MINATCHI 
· PERSONALLY THOUGHT NASSROLAHI WOULD BE BEST CHOICE TO 

I. 
REPLACE JAM, BUT ANY OF ABOVE WOUT.D BE ACCEPTABLll • 

. 6. COMMENT: IT IS CLEAR AND ENCOURAGING THAT MINATCBJ 
AND MODERATE OPPOSITIONISTS ARE GIVING CONSIDERABLE 

• THOUGHT TO .POSSI:BL,E TRANSITION PROBLEMS. WHILE l'IINATCl!I 
i• SAYS SHAH MUST EVENTUALLY GO FOR GOOD, MODERATI RELIGIOUS 

LEADERS ARE NOT DISPOSED TO PUSH THE ISSUE NOW. SBAB'i 
DEPARTURE ON VACATION OR FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT WOULD B 
SUFFICIENT. HE THOUGHT BAZARGAN GROUP (LIBERATION HOV -
MENT) WOULD EVENTUALLY SEE IT THAT WAY AS REALITY or ! 
SITUATION EVOLVED. EVEN EXCLUDING BAZARGAN lOR HOHINT! 
(HE IS STILL IN SHIRAZ, BUT RETURNING TO TEHRAN IVENIN' 
JAN 8), SIZABLE SEGMENT OF OPPOSITION APPEARS COHMITTE' 
TO PEACEFUL TRANSITION IF SHAH DEPARTS. MINATC!I BAD , 
NO RPT NO CLUES AS TO WHO MIGHT BE NAMED TO REGENCY ' 
BT . 
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COUNCIL. 

7. WE HAVE JiJS'I' LEARNED NIXT HAJLES Sl~S!ON POSTPO~IJ 
TO JANUARY 11, AND SINATE SISSION 'l'O J.lNIJART HI. I 
THIS DELAY WILL .tlJ'iCT OPPOSITION CllCULATIONS, AND 
.lCTIYITY, REMAINS 'l'O.BJPSllN. SULLIVAN 
BT 
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