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Key Judgments 

The Jl urdish Problem 
in Pc~specth·e ( u) 

~xret 
NO;"ORN-NOCONTRKT
ORCON 

The fall from power of the Shah of Iran and the instability that has plagued 
the Khomeini regime have focused international attention on the Kurds. A 
distinct ethnic group with their own language and culture, the Kurds for 
several thousand years have occupied a mountainous region, historically 
known as Kurdistan, which includes parts of southeast Turkey, northwest 
Iran, and northern Iraq as well as smaller enclaves in Syria and the USSR. 
(u) 

Although the Kurds constitim:-thc fourth most numerous people in the 
Middle East (after Arabs, Turks, and Iranians), they have not achie,ed 
territorial independence because: 

• Tribalism, differences in r,eligion and dialect, and national barriers have 
prevented the development 'of any real Kurdish unity; as a consequence, 
Kurdish nationalist groups have tended to act independently of one another. 
• Competing groups within Turkey, Iran, and Iraq have almost always been 
able to unite to frustrate Kurdish separatist or autonomist aspirations. (u) 

The chances that the Kurds will be able to achieve self-determination in the 
future are not iOOd: 

• Even though the Kurds in Iran have assumed de facto control over much of 
the predominantly Kurdish area of the country, the revolutionary govern
ment will not permit infringements of its ability to conduct foreign. defense. 
or economic policy to go unchallenged. Most Kurdish leaders recognize that 
when the government's forces arc sufficiently rebuilt. it will, if necessary, 
ur . ., force to reestablish its control over the Kurdish region. Moreover, most 
Iranian Kurds probably would prefer to settle for autonomy than risk open 
conflict with the 11overnmen1. 
• The Turkish Government will not grant ihe Kurds in Turkey greater 
political autonomy. although Ankara might allow its Kurdish minority 
greater freedom of cultural expression. 
• The Iraqi Government will continue to use a combination of military force 
and economic inducement to discourage a resurgence of dissident activity 

, among Iraqi Kurds. 
'. The Kurdish community in Syria has been assimilated by the local society 
to a greater degree than Kurdish minorities in neighborin11 countries. and 
antigovernment activity by the Syrian Kurds seems unlikely. (s) 

iii §esret 
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A:lthough full-scale conflict between the Kurds in Iran and the revolutionary 
government does not seem likely in the near term, an attempt by the 
government to exiend its control in the Kurdish region led to serious clashes 
in late July. Guerrilla activity, especially by Kurds in Iran and Iraq, is likely 
to continue. Over the longer term, the possibility of more serious conflict 
between the Kurds and the governments of the states in which they live 
probably depends on two factors: whether future events so weaken the 
~ntrol of the governments in question as to provide the Kurds with an 
opportunity to press for greater self-determination; and whether any of the 
Kurdish communities is able to obtain substantial outside aid such as that 
provided by Iran to the Kurds in Iraq before Mar.:h 1975. (c) 

The Soviets would undoubtedly like to use Kurdish dissidence to put 
pressure on neighboring governments that are not considered pro-Soviet. 
They are inhibited from providing large-scale, direct support to such 
minorities in Iran, Iraq, and Turkey, however, by their desire to avoid severe 
damage to theu relations with these states. At the same time. the Soviets 
may indirectly support the Kurds by condoning third-party trensfers of 
Soviet equipment. As most Kurdish dissident leaders have tics to pro-Soviet 
Communist parties, such arrangements would be relatively sifDple. In doi~g 
so, they would hope to encourage continued instability in Iran and create 
problems for the increasingly anti-Soviet Baathist government in Iraq; such 
action wculd also serve to remind area states of the Soviet capability to 
create dissension among their minorities. (s) 
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. Back1round 

The Kurdish Problem 
in Perspective (u) 

Since ancient times, the Kurds have inhabited the 
mountainous rcaion stretchina from southea\t Turke~ 
across northern Iraq and into northwestern Iran. \\ith 
small enclaves in northern Syria and in the 
Transcaucasus rcaion of the USSR. The total arra. 
coverina approximately 287,000 square kilometers. 
has never constituted a formal poJitical cntit~. J1.:,ri1c 
ill-fated attempts over the years to establish a '-l'"""e 
Kurdish state. Nevertheless, this area has historicall) 
been labeled "Kurdistan." Other small communities of 
Kurds have emiarated from the Kurdish heartland to 
more economically advantaacous urban areas or ha\'c 
been relocated by the governments of the states in 
which they live. (u) 

Ethnic Ori&i• 
It is aenerally 1hou11ht that the Kurds are the 
descendants of lndo·Eurupcan trib<s that settled in the 
Kurdish areas p.:rhaps up to 4.000 years ago. The 
Kurds consider themselves, inaccurate!~ CJ'-'"'ording to 
some historians,.to be the direct descendants of the 
ancient Mcdes, conquerors of Ninevah in 612 BC" ho 
were defeated by the Persians 62 years later. In 
physical appearance the Kurds vary throughout 
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l\urdi~lan as a result of mixing y, ith other ethnic 
~rnur~ over the centuries. They are, hoY.cvcr. regarded 
a~ a di:-.linct and separate ethnic group. (t:) 

Pi1pulation 
\1,i-.; ;: ... ::1~;.it:.·, l)f thl· number of Kurd" lhing in the 
rt:i;it•n r.1·,~..: fr~im Q.65 to 12.4 million-- .4 to 6 mil:ivn 
in Tur~ i.:~. ~.f\ 10 .J.~ mil!ilin in Iran, 2.5 million in Iraq. 
2~0.000 to )00.000 in S) ria. and I 00.000 in the 
USSR. r ... 1im.1IC!-. b) '-•'nlC Kurdish source~ vfa l1"'ltal 
population l,f .1r1)und I(• million seem high and ma~ be 
dc:'i~ncd ll1 justif) h:r rih'rial claims. Although lhae 
arc a smaller numbt:r of Kurds li\"ing in Iraq than in 
Turkey and Iran, t1iey account for some 20 percent of 
lraq'!ii population. as opposed to approximately 10 
percent in Turke) and Iran. The Kurds in Syria 
constitute only 5 pcrc..:nt of the total porulation. (t:) 

Although 111(1"1 Kurd~ in Turke} inhabit the mountain· 
ous an·a.., in thl' ... nuth1.::1"ll'rn rart of the country, some 
arc f1•und ir ~~nti.11 :\n,1tolia. In addition, several 
hu:1drni I~ . 11:· ... nd rwi i ... h Kurrh h.1\'C mi~ratcd to 
.\ nkar;1 ~rnd' 1-.t. :.hul in .. ,; u.:h of c1~1pl0) mi.:nL (l;) 

\fp1m.'";'w1d tt-rrain 
~1'~1 al l.jll...t L"rmia in 

Jr.mum l\11rdis1an. 

St-crct 



In Iran. the Kurds arc found mainly in the mountain· 
ou~ northwestern part of the countr}. althouah !'lomc 
.100.000 inhabit the mountainous area north"est of 
\1ashad alone the Soviet b..irdcr. Iranian Kurds arc 
:.d~o found southwest of Kli0rrnm11b.1d. nl';.tr Shiraz. 
near Birjand in eastern Khur.1,an Pro\ inl·c .• rnd ..,\,uth 
of Zahadan in Balu~hi:-01.an va Sist.tn Prn\'in1..:c. fhcrc 
are also Kurds living in Tehran >1nd other large citic:-. in 
the country. alth\1ui:h no fig.urc!:i arc <nailablc. (l') 

Most Iraqi Kurd!'! live in the mount;tinl'U~ rc~i1m oft he 
north, although Mll11C are <tlso found a Jun.:, the Tii;.ris 
Rivc::r !<.Outh of ~fo:;ul, alone, the Ti~ris Ri\'cr :-.outhc:ast 
of Baghdad, and in Raghdad. There arc >c\cral laretl 
to\\ns in nl1rtJ11.:rn lrnq. but uni) SulJ)m~rni}ah is 
prcd\uninointl~ J.\urdi,h. An Iraqi Gorcrnmcnt 
Kurdit..h rc~culcmcnt proi;ram initi<.Hcd after 1915' has 
forced the relocation of thousands of Kurds to tlle area 
south of Baahdad, all hough most have since been 
pcrrniued 10 return north. (c) 

Most Syrian Kurds are localed in the northern section 
of the country along the Turkish border and in the 
northeastern JaLirah area between Turke)' and Iraq. 
Approximately 30,000 Syrian Kurds live in Damascus. 
(C) 

Confidential 

Tiu G"a' Zab Riwr Y•llry 
'""'' HaH.a,/, TMtby, 
"" txamplr ol 1Ar dtt~. Nl"'1'W 
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~1ost Kurds in the Sm·iel Union Jive iq the republics of 
Armenia, Georaia, and Azerbaidzhan. ln 1944 a 
silable Kurdish minority in the Georaian-Turkish 
border area, as well as some Gcor1ian Muslims and a 
nurnl>cr of Mmenians livina al0n1 the Turkish border, 
"a' dCf'\Jrtcd 10 So\'ict Central Asia in anticipation ofa 
Su\'ict 111ili1~1r) mmc aeainst Turkey. (c) 

l.unguagt. 
The Kurdi>h lan~uaee is a central element of the 
rnltural heritage of the Kurds. Their demand that 
Kurdi'h be adopted as the official lan1ua1e in 
Kurdi>h·>rcaking areas has lone been a serious point 
of contcnfion bct\\ccn Kurdish aroups and the aovern
mcnls of the countries in which they reside. In Turkey, 
the tcachine of Kurdish in schools was forbidden, as 
was the case in Iran before the revolution. Unlike the 
Turks. however, the Iranians allowed the printina of 
Kurdish books and the broadcastina of Kurdish radio 
programs. Since the Shah's overthrow, the Kurds in 
Iran have proclaimed Kurdish an official lanauaae, 
and in towns such as Sanandaj, Mahabad, and 
Kermanshah, the Kurdish laneuaae reportedly is beina 
1au1h1 in schools. Currently in Iraq there is some 



indication that the Raathi't ~o,~rnmcnt is considcrinl 
arantine: !llUITIC lin~uh.tic au1'l0<111l) to the Kurd~ and 
will permit 1h1.: cxran~ior. \If Kurdi!t.h·lani:u:1~e radio 
and television broadc~sting. :'\~recently as t\\O years 
aao, however. the &Oh·rnn11.:nt "as ttC'cclcrating ib 
efforts to curtail thc teachin~ of the Kurdi,h 1 .. ,,~u"gc 
in elementary and secondar) schooh in th< K11nli>h 
reaion, as well as doina a"'aY with all Kurdi>h >tudies 
in Iraqi universities. The Kurds in the t.;SSR arc 
permitted to use Kurdish in schools, radio proerams, 
and newspapers. (c) 

Kurdish bclonas to the Iranian branch of the lndo
Europcan family of lanauages and is related to Farsi, 
Baluchi, and Pushtu. It has been characteri1ed by one 
scholar as a "srecial lana1"'ge. the sister of Farsi. and 
perhaP' the more ancient of the two." Kurdi;h is 
divided into two broad cla~~ifi1..·a1ions of dialects: 
Kurmanji, spoken throuahoul the north"estern por· 
lion of Kurdistan, and Kurdi, prevalent in the south· 
eastern reaionJZaza. spoken by Kurds in central 
Turkey, is sometimes listed as a third major dialect. 
althouah it may btd!J_.,.ale language. Many 
variatioris drthcse ar'oupings are spoken by the Ku•ds 
and arc known throuahout Kurdistan by their locai 
names. In Iraq, for example, the major dialect used in 
the dominant Kurdish tribal areas and among most 
Kurdish urban dwellers is Sorani. which is closely 
related to the Kurdi dialect. (u) 
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Differences in dialect tend to offset any unifying 
innuence that a common languaac inie,ht have. Some 
'polcn dialects have diver11ed to the point of mutual 
unintcllil?ibility: to complicate matters even further. in 
"l\lllC areas the Kurdish dialL·cts havc-b..:cn so hca\'il)' 
mn11t.:0\,.0l'd b) Ol'i~hbL1ring l;inguagC~ that in their 
\\IL.'<ihuhtQ the) l1f1i:n rnnrc d1\"ely r1.''-Cmble Turki .. h. 
:\rabii:, ur f,trsi. (l.) 

The mo-.t '-.'llllltno1n furm of \'fi1tcn Kurdish is litcrn
ture published in Kurdi (or Sm.1ni). whi<.:h i~ ba\cd Lm 
the Sulanwniiah dialect. It u>cs a modined Arabic 
script. Some literature in Kurmanji has been publi-.hi;d 
u'ing a script based on the Roman alphabet. Kurd> in 
the Sm•iet Union use a script consi~ting largcl) of 
C)rillic characters plus a few Roman charal'tcr>. (t:l 

Rr/igiu11 
Fven thoueh the majorit)' of Kurds are Sunni \luslirm 
of the Shafi"i schlXll of juri>prudcnce. religion has 
:ictcd as a divisive factor. \1any Kurds arc dra"n to 
variou!' Dcn·ish urdcrs. and difference~ m·cr pra\.·ticc\ 
and adhcr1.·nce to Sufi my ... tid~m h:l\c added to Oh·r;.i.11 

tribal di\·j,i\ms. In addition. many tribal k.1dcr~ 
combine hereditary religious Jcadcrship \\ith thi;ir 
temporal authority, adding to the intcnsit) of tribal 
di-.tinctillOS. In Iraq and lr.:1n. '"here :-..11mc l\.urd-. arc 



Shias, religious differences arc further compounded. 
Iranian Kurds in the Kurdish provinces of 
Kcrmanshahan and llam are virtually all Shias and 
identify with fellow non-Kurdish Shias. Kurds from 
the more northern Kurdish region of Iran do not rcllard 
the Shias in the south as Kurds at all and frequently 
refer to them as Far (Iranian). Kurds in the USSR 
have included Sunnis. Shias, and Yczidis (a minor, 
pre-Muslim sect), but these distinctions have become 
blurred over the years. There are also small aroups of 
Jewish and Christian Kurds, but their present status is 
unknown. (c) 

Structure Qf Sodety 
Tribalism has also acted to promote disunity. Over the 
centuries, it was the tribe that received the primary 
alle&iancc of most Kurds, and even Kurds who have 
~-n settled for many aencrations maintain their tribal 
atuliation. Such fervent tribal loyalty, combined with 
the mountain isolation which inhibited intcrtribal 
communication, promoted tribal feudina and mutual 
suspicion, which still exists today. Durina the heiaht of 
the Kurdish uprisina in Iraq durin& the early 1960s, 
some tribes fought on the government's side, and 
others switched back and forth. Some families assured 
their fortunes either by havin11 one branch stay neutral 
or by makin11 sure that one aroup fouaht on each side 
of the conflict. (c) 

. ·rn ecneral, the Kurds have refused to be assimilated 
~oder any central governmental authority; they have 
instead looked to tt.oir tribal leaders or aghas for 
support and euidance. The aghas s~I of their 
time negotiatine. or feuding. with the rovernmen! <1P 
other tribes, conducting intcrtribal business where 
tribal alliances existed, and resolvin11 disputes within 
the tribe. (n return for their leadership. the rr .bes 
supported the aghas-many of whom were wealthy 
landowners-by share,;ropping on tribal land or 
through direct contributions in the form or gifts. In 
SO!"e instances where the tribe had no title to the land 
it ••Cd, other than traditional grazing rights, the agha.• 
were able to acquire loial possession of the tribal lands, 
thereby safe11uarding their incomes and acquirin11 
lar11c landholdinas in the process. (U) 

Secr~t 

Information available on the role and sianificance of 
individual Kurdish tribes ouuide Iraq is very limited as 
well as dated. In Iraq, the most important tribes are the 
Barzani, Talabani, and Jaf. Historically the Barzani 
tribe has been rcprded as the moat warlike and 
independent of all the tribes. Located in northern Iraq 
aroµnd the villaae of Barzan near the Turkish border, 
the Barzanis arc a settled tribe, chiefly involved in 
farmina. They have Iona feuded with nomadic tribes 
that miarate seasonally across arazinir la.nds rcaarded 
by the Barzanis as their private lands; in its conflicu 
with the Barzanis, the 1overnment has often been 
aided by their traditional tribal enemies, both settled 
and nomadic. From the late 1930s until his death in 
early 1979, Molla Mustafa Darzani ' was the 
undisputed leader of the Barzanis. (c) 

Some members of the Talabani tribe are located in 
villaaes northwest of Khanaqin, while the majority of 
the tribe lives in the area around Kirkuk. One faction 
of the Talabani tribe, which like the Barzanis is a 
settled tribe laraely enaaaed in aariculture, is com· 
posed of followers of Jalal Talabani.' lon1 a principal 
0PPQ11cnt of Molla Mustafa Barzani for leadership of 
the Kurdi5h movement. Other factions of the Talabani 
tribe are led by various family sheikhs. (c) 

The Jafs arc believed to be the lareest of all the 
Kurdish tribes. Most Jafs lives in three areas of 
lraq-Diyala, Kirkuk, and Sulaymaniyah. Until pre
vented from doina so by the Iranian Government in the 
late 1960s, the Jafs mi11rated to Iran for summer 
11razin1, and some have remained there. Since the late 
1960s, the Jafs have turned to a settled existence. In 
the early 1970s, they were described aS neutral in the 
conflict between the 1overnment and the Barzanis. (c) 

Altbouah the majority of Kurds today live a settled 
aaricultural or seminomadic existence. tribal pride and 
identity continue to be important. Tribal disputes 
center on such topics as arazin11 riahts and marriaac . 
' For bioaraphy, sec Appcndil. 
1 Sec btocraphic appcndia. 
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partners. There are indications, ho·;:ever, that tribal 
bonds among Kurds are weakening. A traditional 
ruling family may retain some control in sellled villaee 
communities, but the customary social order is no 
loneer close-knit. Within the urban areas, tribal 
identity is less important economically. Althoueh 
belongine to a particul>r tribe may still have some 
social sienificance, many belier educated Kurds iden
tify with the overall Kurdish cause rather than a 
particular tribe. Kurdish leftists have accused wealthy 
Kurdish tribal leaders, alono, "'ith afnuent Kurdish 
merchants and religious me~., of perpetuatine the 
oppression of the poorer Kurds. (u) 

In Iran, the Shah's land reform laws broke up most 
Iara• estates held by the Kurdish lar.downing class, 
destroying much of the innuence of the Iranian tribal 
chiefs or khans. Kurdish tribc>men in other countries 
arc also breaking with the tradition of financially 
supporlin11 their leaders. While younger Kurds, as well 
as those now living alon11 the periphery of traditional 
Kurdistan, still maintain their sense of ethnic identity, 
many are straying from the old tribal traditions. The 
effect of these changes, alone with the policies of 
individual aovernments intended to incorporate Kurds 
under a centralized authority, has been to reduce and, 
in some cases, eliminate the political power of many 
traditional tribal chieftains. (c) 

Economic and Social Situation 
Years "f unrest and resistance to central authority, 
indifference by the various eovcrnmcnts, and the 
mountainous terrain have checked the spread of 
modern health practices and education among the 
Kurds. The traditional nomadic way of life led by most 
Kurds has offered lillle opport'l11ity for economic 
improvement. tn recent years. however, some govern
ments have come to recognize the need for economic 
and social improvements in the Kurdish areas-if for 
no other reason than to improve security, Under the 
land reform laws of 1970 in Iran. lar11e Kurdish 
holdin11s were broken up and turned over to the 
Kurdish peasants who farmed it. Since the end of the 
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Kurdish revolt in Iraq in 1975, the aovcrnmcnt has 
moved some Kurds from their isolated mountain 
homes to "modern model villaaes" supplied with 
electricity, runnine water, schools. and medical clinics. 
In the USSR, life on the collective farms offers the 
Kurds more security than their former nomadism, but 
at the expense of their traditional lifestyle. ( c) 

Althoueh there arc still some nomadic pastoral tribes, 
most Kurds arc now scllled farmers. Despite the use of 
traditional farming methods and equipment and the 
difficulty of the terrain, Kurdish aariculturc is believed 
to be fairly productive. Where conditions permit, 
tobacco is the principal cash crop. (u) 

The illiteracy rate of the Kurds is somewhat above the 
ecncrally hieh levels prevailine in the Middle East. 
Nevertheless, over the last few decades a small· 
Kurdish intellieentsia has developed among the c~_u
catcd and professional cla .. of Kurdish society fit was 
this almost exclusively urban aroup that provided the 
impetus for the nationalist aspiraticns of the Maha bad 
Rcpu blic ' and has played an increasina role in 
national movements since then. Graduates of universi
ties in the Middle East, Western Europe, and North 
America, the educated Kurds tend to leave the 
Kurdish areas to seek employment in urban centers or 
even outside the country. In the USSR, some educated 
urban Kurds are involved in the media, 1cachin11. and, 
at times, local aovcrnment. (u) 

The Rise of Kurdish Nationalism 

The early history of the Kurds records little evidence of 
Kurdish uniiy or national cohesion, althoueh short
lived Kurdish principalities nourished in a few areas. 
Located between the rival Turkish and Persian em
pires, individual tribes aliened themselves with one 
side or the other and often foueht each c!hcr. In the 
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early 17th century, the Turkish-Persian frontiers.were' 
finally stabilized, with three quarters of the K!!!ds 
fallina under Ottoman rule and the remainder under 
the Savafid dynasty of Persia. The few attempts to 
pe11etrate or pacify the Kurdish area, however, were 
unsuccessful. Despite a series of insurrections in the 
early 19th century, there was nosian that the tribes 
were bccomin1 one nation. The first indication of 
Kurdish political nationalism was the revolt led by 
Ubaydallah of Sha,l"inan in the 1880s which was 
aimed at unitina the Kurdish peoples of the Turkish 
and Persian empires lntoone state, but this failed when 
both empires cooperated to eliminate the common 
threat. (u) 

In the years immediately before World War I, Kurdish 
intellectuals established secret nationalist societies but 
niodern Kurdish nationalism did not take shape until 
the end of the war. The promise of self-determination 
held out followina the defeat of Turkey raised the 
hopes of the non-Turkish peoples of the Ottoman 
Empire, includina the Kurds, that they would be able 
to cuntrol th.,ir own destiny. The Treaty of Sevres 
siancd by Turkey and the allied powers in August 1920 
acknowledged the existence of a distinct Kurdish 
communil) and called for provisional recognition of an 
independent Kurdistan made up of territory that today 
composes part of southeastern Turkey. (u) 

Kwrdish wont4"11 in tribol dreu. 

COnfideriii•I. 

The Treaty of Sevres was ne~er ratified, however, and 
in July 1923 it was replaced by the Treaty of 
Lausanne. "hich iwnored the Kurdish minority. 
"Southern Kurdistan" - -the Ottoman province of 
Mosul,~ hich was under British control when the war 
ended was made part of the ne" ly created state of 
Iraq --which was placed under Rritish mandate. The 
n.:maindcr of Kurdistan fell under the control of 
Turke> and Iran, with small areas in S>ria and the 
Soviet Union. (u) 

he )Cars immediately·~C '"arid 'U it1,*urdish 
inte uals established secret nationalist societies but 
mc>dern dish nationalism did not take shape until 
the end of the ·ar. The promise of self-determination 
held out followin the defeat of Turkey raised the 
hopes of the oon-T ish peoples of the Ottoman 
Empire, includina the rds, that they would be able 
to control their own desti The Treaty of Sevres 
signed by Turkey and the alh wers in August 1920 
acknowledged the existence of a ·stinct Kurdish 
comm unit) and called for provision rccoanition of an 
independent Kurdistan made upofte itory that today 
COlllJ'<Y•·i:~~p::.Ht of ~uth°c3SlCrn fUtK'ey. (U) \ 
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Tlie Kurds in Iran fared little better between the wars. 
Tiie pernu1ent of Reza Khan, later Shah Pahlavi, 
foraed a new national unity by defcatina tribe after 
tribe by force of arms or .ntriaue. He placed influential 
Kurdish leaden in enforced residence in Tehran or 
elsewhere. Revolts in 1920, 1926, and 1930 led by 
Aaba Ismail, known as Simko, of the Shikak tribe, 
were suppressed. Efforts were made by the Iranian 
Government to impose the Persian lanauaae on the 
Kurds and to replace traditional Kurdish dress with 
Western dress. A revolt in 1931 by Sheikh Tafar of the 
Hamadan tribe was put down harshly, after which the 
aovernment declared with some truth that "it had no 
Kurdish problem." (u) 

In Iraq a revolt by Sheikh Mahmud in the 
Sulaymaniyah area in 1919 was ru l down by the 
British. Another revolt in 1923 by Sheikh Mahmud, 
who proclaimed himself the Kina of Southern 
Kurdistan, was aaain suppressed, but it ~red for the 
Kurds the ri1ht to teach Kurdish in the schools, a riaht 
incorporated in the terms of the 1925 Lcaaue of 
Nations mandate to the United Kingdom. Althouah 
British foreian policy was not actively hostile to 
Kurdish desires 'for autonomy, the discovery of oil in 
southern Iran and the 11<>ssibility that oil was also 
present in northern Iraq worked aaainst British sup
port for an independent Kurdistan. The discovery of oil 
in 1927 near Kirkuk in a concession heldDy US and 
European oil interests acted to limit Western sympathy 

-for the Kurdish independence movement. (u) 

In 1932 Iraq, which had become independent in 1930, 
enacted constitutional safeauards for the Kurdish · 
population in order to satisfy requirements for mem· 

-«rship in the Leaaue of Nations. In the same year, 
however, efforts by the aovernment to establish firmer 
control over the northern reaion triaaered a revolt led 
by Mullah Mustafa Barzani, Airstrikes by the British, 
who maintained a military presence in Iraq after 
independence, forced Mullah Mustafa and his support· 
en to withdraw into Turkey. The Barzanis aaain 
revolted in 1943 and were not subdued until 1945 "':1en 
Mullah Mustafa fled to Iran. (u~ 

The Soviet-British occupation of Iran in Auaust 1941 
provided the Kurds with the opportunity to form the 
only independent Kurdish state in modern times. The 
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Soviet zone of occupation included most of the Kurdish 
re11ion of Iran; for over four years, the Kurds and the 
Azerbaijanis, both of whom revolted against the 
Iranian central eovernment at the time of the occupa· 
tion, effectively ruled themselves. In December 1945, 
both national groups proclaimed independent repub
lics: the Democratic Republic of (Iranian) Azerbaijan 
and the Kurdish Republic of Maha bad. The president 
of the Kurdish republic was Qazi Mohammad, who 
had headed the committee that had ruled the district 
since the 1941 uprisina. Only the presence of Soviet 
troops prevented the Iranians from reasscrtina their 
control o,·er the district; when the Soviets, reluctantly 
adhering to the terms of a treaty concluded with Iran, 
withdrew in May 1946, the two republics collapsed. 
Qazi Mohammad and a number of other leaders of the 
Kurdish republic,.were executed. Mullah Mustafa 
Barzani, who had taken command of the armed forces 
of the republic, fled to Iraq and shortly thereafter lo 
the Soviet Union, where he remained for 11 years. (u) 

The decade followina the collapse of the Mahabad 
Republic was relatively peaceful as the aovernments of 
Iran and Turkey moved to disarm and subdue their 
Kurdish populations. This period of tranquility was 
followed in 1960 by another uprising in Turkey, where 
the Kurds took advantage of political instability 
accompanying the overthrow of the government by the 
Turkish armed forces to demonstrate forcibly against 
repressive aovernmcnt policies; the army. however, 
moved to crush the rebels. (u) 

In Iraq, government refusal to meet Kurdish demands 
tri&Kered a conOict that was to last with occasional 
cease-fires for 14 y~.rs. The return of Mullah Mustafa 
to Iraq from the s~,iet Union shortly after 
Abd-al-Karim Qasim took power in July 1958 
precipitated a struggle between the Barzanis and other 
Kurdish tribes. Although Mullah Mustafa extended 
his hegemony over much of the Kurdish population, 
Qasim, fearful that the Barzanis were becoming too 
powerful, began to aid traditional enemies of '.\1ullah 
Mustafa. Hostilities began with government bombinii 
of the traditional stronghold of Barzan in September 
1961 in retaliation for an attack on army forces by a 
tribe allied with the Barzanis. (~) 
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Mullah Mustafa's return to l:aq alsu marked the 
bea:inning of a successful effort on his part to control 
the Kurdistan Democratic Part~' (t-;DP), the principal 
political organization of tht: Kurd· ,h movement. 
Founded in 1946 in Iran from the remnanl.'i ofprewrar 
Kurdish political organizations, the party revealed in 
its program as well as its structur._!~it has a Politburo 
and a Central Commitee-considerable Communist 
influence. Despite the Soviet spJnsorship of the party, 
however, control of the party has largely remained in 
the hands of leaders devoted more to Kurdish inde
pendence than social revolution. (u) 

In 1959, Mullah Mustafa expelled members ofa 
pro-Communist faction from the party and moved the 
orientation of the party to the right. The party 
remained, however, essentially an urban-br.:ed organi
zation with its greatest appeal among educated, 
detribalized Kurds. In 1964, more militant party 
leaders, including Jalal Talabr"i a~d party secretary 
Ibrahim Ahmad. attempted lo depose Barzani ,. head 
orthc party, but were forced by Barzani's tribal 
supporters to flee to Iran. In later years, the Iraqi 
Government reportedly subsidized tho Talabani fac
tion in an effort to weaken Barzani. (u) 

Between 1961and1970, the government initiated a 
number of offensives against the Kurds, but none were 
successful in suppressing the Barzani-led forces, in 

'1ar11e part because of Iran's willingness 10 aid the 
Kurds a11d to allow its terriiory to be used for their 
supply and support. Despite Iran's experience with its 
own Kurdish minority, the Shah perceived support for 
the Kurds in Iraq as a means of containing a pro-Soviet 
socialist nei11hbor. Both the Kurds and tpe Iraqi 
militar:t..which at times had as much as 80 percent of 
its forces deployed against the rebels, suffered heavy· 
losses. The military wing of the KDP, the Pesh Merga, 
mcanine "those who face death." constituted the 
principal Kurdish fighting force. (L') 

In 1970, conscious that the strains caused by the war in 
the north had brought down a series of regimes, the 
Baath 11ovcrnmcnt under Saddam l lusoyn concluded a 
pcacca11reement with Mullah Mustafa. The provisions 
of the accord between the Kurds and the central 
1overnment &ranted Barzani and the KDP greater 
concessions than they had ever received. It n:cognizcd 
the binational character of Iraq-in effect establishing 
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the Kurd<; as free and equal pai Lners with the 
Arabs--rcaffirmcd Kurdi'.\h linguistic :Hid cultur:tl 
rights, and provided for ccon~n.1ic rc!1;..:bilit.11ion 2nd 
development of the dcv;htJtcd rcgior1.., of Kurdi'.'>Ltn. 
Most important, lhc JC(.:ord provided for thi.: c\t:tbli:;h

ment of a sdf-go•crnmi: rc:;;:ion of Kurdi'itan. An 
official census was to determine those areas in whid1 
the Kurds were a mJ.jority. (u) 

In the subsequent four ye:lrs during which the acco1 :i 
was to be carried out, tf.:· two sides wcr~ unahle to 
agri.::e on its imrlementa.io:1. o;sa~rccment over the 
disposition of oil-rich Kirkuk Province prevented' 
agreement on the territorial limits of the proposed 
autonomous region. The Kurd~ accused the govern
ment of attempting to Arabizc the Kurdish area by 
settling Arab tribes there and granting cultural rights 
to other minorities in order to undermine the Kurdish 
position in Kirkuk. Several attempts to assassinate 
Barzani and hi; sons confirmed the Kurdish belief that 
the government d;d not intend to honor the accord. (u) 

An autonomy law unilaterally promulgated b) the 
government in March 1974, which in effect would ha\'e 
restored the control of the central government OYer the 
Kurdish areas. was rei~ by the Kurds a!in violation 
of the 1970 accor<i"Fi~hting broke out the same month 
and lasted until the foliowina year. By late 1974, 
however, as I ram an military units became increasingly 
involved in border incidents with Iraqi troops, the 
Shah's perception of the ~dvanlages of cont.nucd 
support for the Iraqi Kurds clearly began to change. It 
is doubtful if the Iranian leader realiy want<d a 
clear~cut Kurdish victory. His main 2oal was tu keep 
the lraqfo so preoccupied that they would be unable w 
interfere with his policies i 1 i he Persian Gulf. He 
apparently came to see a Kurdish victory as a greater 
threat to Iranian unity and sL-..:urity than ~n Iraqi 
Government victory. (u) 

'consequently, in \farch 1975 m the Algiers Accord. 
Iraq and iran agreed to the dem:ircat1on of tcrrnoriJl 
and mJ.ritime borders and .. th.: 1.~.'.tabiishmcnt of 
mutual !>ecti .. ity and confidence ai1.mg, tht.:ir joint 
borders to put a final end tu all '>ubvcrs1ve infiltration 
from either side." In the agreements f0!!0 .... ing the 
Algiers Accord. Iraq made sever Ji conce~~11.ms, both 



territorial and political. to Iran. Iraq had long encour
aeed Arab and Baluchi resistance to the Shah and had 
laid claim to the Khuzistan Province in Iran as part of 
the Arab homeland. Th ... Baathist government con
ceded all claims to Khuzistan and agreed to• 
boundary along the center of the Shatt al-Arab. It also 
acceded to other territorial border arrangements long 
sought by Iran. Iran, in turn. stopped aiding the Kurds .• 

""In return for its concessions, Iraq was able to reach an 
agreement with Iran endrng the Kurdish revolt and the 
threat of forei~n intervention. (u) 

Since the end of the fighting in March 1975. Iraqi 
military vigilance and a program of economic incen
tives to the Kurdish minority have kept the level of 
antigovernment activities to a minimum, although 
some incidents and attempts to a·.it issinatc Kurds who 
have cooperated with the government have occurred. 
Between 90,000 and 250.000 Kurds fled to Iran after 
the Kurdish front collapsed. but by the end of 1975, the 
majority of the refu11ees had taken ad;antage of an 
amnesty to return to Iraq. Although Bar1ani left Iraq 
for exile in the United States, where he died in March 
1979, his sons Idris and Ma>ud have sought to assume 
leadership of the KDP. (s "F) 

Attempts by Kurdish nationalists in Iran to take 
advantage of the fall of the Shah in early 1979 resulted 
in a number of clashes with government forces, with 
some areas in lran.ian Kurdistan remaining under 
effective Kurdish control. At the same time, the re· .. 1val 
of Kurdish dissident activities in Iran has contributed 
to an increase in Kurdish nationalist ~entimcnt and 
activities in Turkey. Some escalation of dissid•.!nt 
activity was evident in Iraq's Kurdish provinces in 

- mid-1979, with small clashes occurring frequently 
between Iraqi army patrols and Kurdish gu~rrillas. but 
there was no major increase in fighting. (s NF) 
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The Kurdish Problem 
and Government Policy 
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The area traditionally known as Kurdistan includes 
territory in five states: Iran, Iraq, Turkey, Syria, and 
the USSR. An examination of the policies of these 
countries toward their Kurdish minorities and the 
Kurds throughout the area follows. (u) 

Iran 
From the late 1940s until early 1978, the Shah's 
government was able to keep the Kurds in Iran 
relatively quiet by maintaining a large-scale military 
presence in the Kurdish area, selectively armin11 Kurds 
loyal to the government, exiling tribal leaders sus
pected of antigovernment activities, and increasing 
economic development and educational programs in 
the Kurdish area. Kurds who advocated Iranian 
nationalism as opposed to Kurdish rights were among 
the most prominent supporters of Prime Minister 
Mossadeq in the early 1950s: under the Shah, an 
increasing number of Kurds came to sec their future 
linked to that of Iran. (u) 

The more than 40 Kurdish tribes and confederations in 
Iran have a strone: and continuing tradition of disunity 
and fillhting among themselves, and there is no single 
leader to whom a majority of the tribes eive allegiance. 
Land reform, which tends to weaken the authority of 
tribal leaders, has been applied more rapidly and 
effectively in the northwest than in any other area of 
Iran, although some tribal leaders thought to be loyal 
to the government have been allowed to retain larlile 
holdings. In addition, the movement of many younger, 
better educated, .v.d more ambitious Kurds to the 
cities has reduced the number of potential leaders and 
linked the welfare of a growing number of families to 
Iran proper. (u) 

Kurdish antigovernment activity in the year before the 
collapse of the Shah"s regime was probably motivated 
lareely by the same sentiments that stimulated oppo
nents of the government throughout the country, 
although resentment over anti-Kurdish actions by the 
aovernment may have strengthened those feelings. 
Many Kurds, including some who felt little sympathy 
for the Kurdish revolt against the Iraqi Government, 
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felt a sense ~r betrayal over the Shah's 1975 a&rcement 
with Baghdad ending sup;x>rt for the Iraqi Kurds. This 
resentment was heightened by the ··pacification oper
ations" subsequently unC:~rtaken by the Army aaainst 
the Kurds along the Iraq-Iran border. Strongly desir
ing increased autonomy and possessina: established 
guerrilla groups, the Kurds were able w take advan
tage of the wcakenini central control more quickly 
than other ethnic groups. (s M") 

Government Policies and Attitudes. When Prime Min
ister Mehdi Baz.argan took office in February 1979, he 
found that a loose federation of well-armed Kurdish 
tribal, religious, and political leaders, backed by 
auerrilla forces and army deserters. had assumed 
control in much of the area of the northwest where 
Kurds predominate. Tensions quick!y rose, and several 
violent incidents occurred a. Kurdish factional leaders, 
government representatives. and local pro-Khomeini 
leaders maneuvered for position. (u) 

Government and religious officials appeared to throw 
their support behind a prominent citizen of Sanandaj, 
Ahmad Moftizadeh, naming him in April the Kurd's 
"sole religious and political leader." They also appar
ently expected that Shia Kurdish religiou' and political 
leaders could take charge in their own localities, but 
several of the Shia dignitaries reportedly fled the area 
after clashes with dissident Sunni Kurds. (s ~F NC oc) 

The government, fearing an open rebellion by Kurdish 
dissidents heavily armed with captured military equip
ment, sent delegations to persuade the Kurds to accept 
a compromise. Although their promises that the area 
would be aranted substantial autonomy in the new 

-Islamic republic helped to calm the situation, tension 
remained high. Relatively minor incidents sparked five 
days or bloody fightina between government troops 
and Kurdish irregulars in March at Sanandaj and 
clashes between Kurds and Khom.:11i supporters at 
Naqadeh in West Azerbaiian Provrnce in late April. In 
mid-1979, Khomeini supporters and security fore« 
were still contending with Kurdish leaders for con:•ol 
of the local aovcrr.ments and population in the area. 
The Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP). in particular. 
seemed to be aggressively trying to expand its influ
ence and membership-sometimes by force·-in order 
to establish its preeminence in as much of the Kurdish 
area as possible. (s NF) 
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The Bazargan aovernment's policy toward the Kurds 
reflects Tehran's limited ability to pro3ect its author
ity. The government seems to be pla)ing for time with 
its offers to negotiate and assertions that the new 
constitution and new law:; will provide substantial 
autonomy. Official spQkesmen have stated several 
times. moreover, that instrucuon in the Kurdish 
language and customs will be allowed in the schools 
and that the use of Kurdish in radio, television, and the 
press will also be permitted. The draft constitution, 
published on I) fone, provides for local councils to 
e:overn "each village, district, town, city, or province." 
(S NF) 

Political and religious leaders fear that the Kurdish 
autonomy movement encourages other Iranian minor
ities to agitate for equal treatment that could cause the 
breakup of the state, and they have tried to limit the 
KDP's growth by hindering its expansion into areas of 
mixed population. trying to deny full political status to 
its leadership, and apparently arming anti-KDP or 
neutral inhabitants of Kurdish areas. (s M NC oc) 

Kurdish Attitudes, Groups, and Leaders. Most Kurdish 
leaders seem cynical about the government's promises 
and realize that the central government will eventually 
have to use force to try to reestablish its full authority. 
Kurdish spokesmen assert that they do not want 
mdependencc and prefer to achieve their goals peace~ 
fully, but say the Kurds will fiaht for their rights if 
necessary. Kurdish demands, made public at a rally on 
2 March, ;nclude: 

• Control of an area determined by .. historic. eco
nomic, and geogra'."hic" considerations and decided by 
a referendum. Thi:- .vould include Kordestan Province 
and large parts of neighboring provinces. 
• A popular]) elected Kurdish regional parliament and 
local control of all government. law enforcement, and 
military units. 
• Use of Kurdish in the schools and as the autonomous 
area's official language. 
• Guaranteed freedom of speech. press. associauon. 
travel. employment, and unionization. (s l'iF sc oc) 

Secret 



In an interview before a metting with Khomeini in 
mid- May, Kurdish Sunni leader Sheikh Ez-ed-Din 
Hoseini ' seemed to reduce Kurdish demands for 
control of cultural activity and local economic affairs, 
official use of Kurdish, and free,'om to choose their 
own "political line." He specifically renounced the 
demand for control of the armed forces in the area-a 
point the aovernment could not have conceded. It is not 
known if the press account of his remarks was accurate 
or if other Kurdish leaders would accept his modified 
position; all seem to aaree, however, that foreign 
affairs, national defense, finance, and major economic 
planning-that is, economic grants for development in 
Kurdistan-should be under central aovcrnment con
trol. (S NF NC OC) 

Numerous leaders and political aroups recently have 
come forward to speak for the Kurds. The ~DP has 
been the most active in espousing Kurdish demands, 
but the extent of its arass-roots organization or support 
is unknown. The party in Iran is only loosely related to 
the KDP 'in Iraq, which was the principal political 
oraanization of the Kurdish rebellion Jed by Mullah 
Mustafa Barzani. The party was illegal under the 
Shah, but had a followina amona student! in the 
United States and Europe. Only since the overthrow of 
the Shah has the party become a viable political 
oraanization in Iran. (s NF NC oc) 

Most party leaders seem to be leftists who returned 
from exile in the last days of the monarchy. Party 
Secretary General Abdol Rahman Qasemlu,' who 
lived outside Iran for 25 years, has been the most 
prominent. He claims that the KDP represents a 
consensus of Kurdish sertiments and has said that 
neaotiations with the aovernment have been necessary 
to obtain.autonomy guarantees in the new Islamic 
constitution. Qasemlu reportediy has been criticized 
both because he seems to have chanaed his allegiance 
many times and because he has been willin1 to 
neaotiate with the aovcrnmcnt and religio1 •• leaders 
whom many Kurds believe are determined to thwart 
Kurdish demands. Qasemlu. lived in Czechoslovakia 
for a number of years and has had close ties to the 
Iranian Tudeh (Communi•t) Party. (s NF NC oc) 

•See bioaraphic appendix. 
1 See bioarapbic appendiJ.. 

Sheikh Ez-ed-Din Hoseini, the principal Sunni cleric 
in Mahabad, the capital of the short-lived Kurdish 
rcpublic, appears to be the most popular and influen
tial Kurdish reliaious figure. He has led several efforts 
to neaotiate with the principal religious and political 
leaders of the revolutionary government, although he is 
deeply suspicious of Khomeini and his intentions. In 
mid-May 1979, Hoseini and other Kurdish clerics met 
with Khomeini, whom Hoseini described as not "indif
ferent" to Kurdish autonomy, and with Ayatollah 
Talegani, who negotiated a settlement between dissi
dent Kurds and pro-Kit~meini forces earlier this year. 
(c) 

Asofmid-1979, Kurdish leaders and their followers 
were actively protesting the text of the new Constitu
tion and the process by which it would be approved. 
The Kurds-like other minorities-believe that the 
constitutional provisions for regional autonomy and 
respect for Sunni Muslims arc too weak. Hoseini has 
said the Constitution's provisions for minorities arc 
"old concepts with new names" and that its specifica
tion that Shia Islam is the state religion is "certain to 
provoke sectarian conflict." Ahmad Moftizadch, the 
aovernmcnt's designated Kurdish leader, has also 
criticized the text of the draft Constitution and has 
called for the elimination of its reference to Shia Islam 
as the state religion. Moftizadeh and Hoseini have 
issued a joint protest callina for an Islamic republic 
without rcfcrtncc to sects and for minority representa
tion on the council that will review the constitutionality 
of all new laws. (c) 

/ Coopmition With Neiahboring Kurds. Dissident Iraqi 
and Iranian Kurds have a Iona history of cooperation. 
KDP Secretary General Qa<emlu has had close ties to 
the Iraqi Communist Part: which has a large Kurdish 
membership. (c) 

Two rival Iraqi Kurdish guerrilla groups, led by Jalal 
Ta la bani and the sons of the late Mullah Mustafa 
Barzani. also command the loyalty of some Kurds in 
Iran. KDP Secretary General Qasemlu is reported to be 
t'Ying to mediate between the two rival r;ucrrilla 
aroups and has tried to ally both with the KDP. There is 

12 

19 



also some evidence that the new government in Tehran 
has attempted to develop ties with the Barzani 
brothers. At about the same time, Qasemlu was said to 
be tryine:, apparently without success, to negotiate an 
alliance with the Barzani forces, which seem uninter
ested in supp<Jrting the Political ambitions orQasemlu 
or the KDP in Iran.IA number of reports suggest that 
Talabani may be cooperating with the KDP, but the 
Iranians' loose use of the term Pesh Merga often 
makes it difficult to determine whether the guerrilla 
units being discussed are the followers of Talabani or 
arc other armed Kurds( It is certain, however. that 
Ta la bani and KDP leaders are discussing joint or 
parallel activities. (s NF Ne oc) 

Widespread rumors, believed by the Iranian Govern
ment, assert that another guerrilla band, including 
some hrs. and allegedly led by Lt. Gen. Azizollah 
Palizban, a Kurd who w::is a longtime chief of military 
intelligence under the Shah, has been active against 
local government and pro-Khomeini representatives in 
the west and northwest. Many of the incidents 
attributed to this band, however, may have been the 
work qf bandits. (' Nf) 

Various sources have claimed that each of the three 
guerrilla bands and the KDP have a disciplined core in 
Iran numbering from a few hundred to several 
thousand. These claims cannot be confirmed, but most 
Kurdish groups do include well·armed, sizable, but 
undisciplined elements that would turn out to defend 
their own territory against government forces. (s NF) 

Weapons captured by ~ecurity forces in Iraq, Iran, and 
Turkey have shown that there is still a thriving arms 
trade among the Kurds across the three borders. 
Kurdish dissidents recognize that they will be 
strengthened if they can establish a secure base area, 
and to a certain extent the Iranian border area is now 
serving such a function for activity in both Iraq and 
Turkey as well as Iran. (s NF) 
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Iraq 
Relations between the Kurds or Iraq and the Arab
controlled central government in Baehdad have been 
shaped by years or conflict and by a deep-seated 
Kurdish distrust or Baathist schemes for Arab unity, 
which they regard as detrimental to their own aspira
tions. Although the Kurds have taken advanta&e of 
periods of weakened central authority and promises of 
outside assistance to stage several revolts against the 
government, for the most part they have not soueht 
independence from Iraq; rather they have fou&ht for 
equal rights with the Arabs and self-rule within a 
single Iraqi slate. When Kurdish hopes for autonomy 
and equality were quashed by Qasim following the 
1958 revolution, they began 14 years or intermittent 
revolt. Failure to end that conflict contributed lo the 
fall or three Iraqi governments in the I 960s. (u) 

Kurdish ambitions came close<t to follillment in 1970 
when the Baa this! government under Saddam Husayn 
signed an accord with Mullah Mustafa Barzani 
recogniz.in& the national rights of the Kurdish people 
and granting them regional autonom)'. Kurdish wa~ to 
be the official language in the Kurdish autonomous 
region, and Kurdish educational institutions, induding 
a university at Sulaymaniyah, were to be established. 
Kurds were to be appointed to posts in the militar}. the 
police, and the universities in proportion to their 
number in the general population. The KDP was 
officially recogni1ed, and the Baathisl eovernmenl 
promised to appoint a Kurd vice president of the 
republic. Barzani was permitted to retain his heavy 
arms, while the government promised to pay his Pesh 
Merga troops, who had fought the rebellion, to act as a 
rrontier force. (c) 

The Baathist government, in power only two years and 
in need of internal security and stability, had made 
major concessions to Kurdish aspirations. Bar1..ani 
gained control or more territory than he had ever held, 
a Kurdish newspaper and radio station began opera
tion, and the Pesh Merga remained armed and intact. 

,,1,__ 0ver the next four years, however, relations between 
the central government and Mullah Mustafa deterio
rated as the Baathists consolidated their control of the 
government and as the Kurds escalated their demands 
fur territory and oil revenues. (c) 

Se~ret 





Th• renewal of lighting in March 1974 was probably 
inevitable. The government was unwilling to grant the 
Kurds economic and political privile11es that it denied 
the rest of Iraq's population. Of particular importance 
was the aovernment's refusal to con<i'UCt a Census in 
Kirkuk to determine the ethnic makeup of the city. The 
autonomy plan put forth by the Baathist government in 
March 1974 eranted nominal self-rule to the tlirec 
provinces "here the Kurds constituted a majority. but 
in reality eave the Kurds only a semblance of >elf-rule. 
The members of the executive and le11i'slaiive councils 
established by the autonomy law were cho>en by the 
government. The proeovernment Kurds who \\ere 
appointed as Cabinet members and as vice pre>ident 
were careful not to test the extent of their authority. In 
March 1975, the 14-ycar rebellion or the Iraqi Kurds 
against the eovernment was effectively ended by the 
Algiers Accord between Iraq and Iran, which de
stroyed the ability of the Kurds to resist government 
efforts to pacify the Kurdish area. (C) 

Government Policies and Attitudes. The Baathists are 
determined to deny the Kurds the opportunity to 
regain the capacity for independent action. As of mid-
1979. the government maintained a significant mili· 
tary presence in the north, while at the same time it 
was allocating large sums for the economic and social 
development or the region. (c) 
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rrsll Mrr~~a lroops .IMrr~ndi '"'II 
lo Iraqi Army 111 April 19lj 

Baghdad keel" fo'e of its 11 Army divisions in the 
nvrthern prO\:inccs, as well as 50.000 f".1ficc. b11rdl!r 
guard, and reserve brigade pcrsuri'nel. \1ilitar}' curdrol 
in the traditionally Kurdioit region is thowugh and 
sometimes oppressive. especially in area!!. near the 
Turkish and Iranian borders. The Army maintain< a 
highly visible presence" ith armed camp~ an1~ .~utro!<it"' 
on the hilltops and ~oldicr., in the towns. A 2(1-

kilometer security /line h;.1., ix~cn ~reah:'d along the 
border with Iran and Turke} in whkh the regime ha• 
destro)ed village; and forcibl> relocated large num· 
hers of villagers to lc~s st:n~iti\'\! areas in the n1.)rth. In 
area~ aw3y from the border rc~ions and outside the 
difficult mountain terrain, the Iraqi military presence 
i; more discreet, and village life appears to be normal. 
(S NF) 

Iraq became increasingly concelned in the sprin11 of 
J 979 about the possible resurgence of dissident activity 
following reports of Kurdish 11nrest in Iran and 
Turkey. Throullh November 1978, Iraq and Iran had 
conducted joint military operations aimed at pacifica
tion of the border. Baghdad's concern about the 
increased availability of arms in the area, the lack of 
border ~ontrols in Iran. and ••hot pursuit" of l\urJi~h 
in>urgents led to the overnight of Iran's border and 
bombing or Iranian villages in June. (s NF) 
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The aovernment has tempered its threats to use 
military force and other rerres.,ive tactics with offers 
of amnesty and promises of generous economic and 
agrarian reform. In December 1977, in an act clearly 
aimed at the Kurds, the aovernment announced an 
amnesty for all political exiles livina abroad. In March 
1979 an unknown number of Kvrds who" had ned to 
Iran in 1975 were allowed to return. Most of the Kurds 
rc>ettled in the south after the end of the civil war 
have been permitted to return north, althouah not to 
their traditional villaaes. Instead, they arc beina 
"encouraacd" to senle in small aroups in newly 
constructed reservations scattered throuahout the 
north. Families of mis;ina Pesh Meraa fighters or 
suspected sabot curs apparently remain in enforced 
exile cith<r in the "'uth of Iraq or in Iran. (c) 

The government aJ,o is ma kine a massive economic 
invc~tment in the north. followina a trip by Saddam 
Musayn to Sulaymaniyah and lrbil in late March, the 
government announced that 30 percent of the 1979 
development budget- --or more than $3 billion-would 
be spent on programs in the three Kurdish provinces. 
The largest snare of the money, 30 percent, will be 
allocated for the improvement of transportation and 
communications, necessary for military operations as 
well as civilian use. Education received t~ smallest 
allocation, only 5 percent. Baghrl d also has been 
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promotina tourism in the rcaion and buildina extensive 
resort facilities, hopina eventuall> to tie Kurdish 
economic interests to tourism and continued siability. 
(c) 

Baahdad has tried over the past several years to 
contact representatives of the Barzani and Talabani 
factions in order to neaotiate a reconciliation. The 
Kurdish terms, however, are unacceptable to the 
aovcrnment. These usually include demands for an 
expanded autonomous area to include Kirkuk and its 
oilfields; the withdrawal of aovernment forces from the 
autonomous reaion and the assumption of security 
functions by the Pesh Meraa; and the dismissal of all 
present aovernmcnt-appointed Kurdish members of 
the executive and leaislative councils, to be replaced by 
elected representatives. (S NF) 

Kurdish nationalists were concerned last year by the 
eovernment's decision that 40 percent or all instruction 
in Kurdish fchools, excludine laneuage trainina. be 
eiven in Arabic. Althoueh Baahdad araued that the 
purpose of the reform was to develop a balanced 
educational proeram, Kurdish nationalists saw the 
move as a further attempt by Baghdad to Arabize the 
Kurdish homeland. (s NF) 
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Althouah some escalation of guerrilla activity was 
evident in early 1979 and >mall clashes were occurring 
almost dail)' in mid-1979 between Iraqi Army patrols 
and Kurdi~h auerrillas, there was no major Ufhurec of 

'-"issident activity. Continued guerrilla activil}, how
ever, has exacerbated aovcrnmcnt fears of outside 
mcddlina. Kurdi'h auerrillas ml1unt hit-and-run oper
ations aa:ainst i~obted Army units, but fiKhling 
between the various Kurdish factions, difncult) in 
maintainina supply routes, and intense ~overnment 
military pressure have weakened their ability to <trike 
effectively at aovcrnment forces. The freedom uf 
action the Kurds have acquired in Iran and their access 
to Iara• stocks of weapons seized from Iranian Army 
aarrisons could pose problems for Baghdad in the 
future. (s) 

Kurdish Oraanlzatlons and Leaders. As of mid-1979, 
the Kurdish nationalist movement in Iraq was in 
disarray-its leaders in exile, its factions badly split, 
its organizations virtually nonexistent. Attempts by 
rival leaders to patch over their differences and form a 
common front ae;ainst the Iraqi Government have 
failed. Instead, factions loyal to the Barnni fomily and 
those Joyal to Jalal Talabani continue to accuse each 
other of signina secret agreements v. ith Baghdad or 
Tehran aimed at the liquidation of the other. (s) 
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Events in iran and the deal .. ~• Mullah Mustafa 
Barzani apparently have done little to improve rela
tions between t~e disparate l<urdislf factions. t..Barzani 
had been at~cr'eaited to some extent by the foss' of the 
civil war and by revel~lrt~ns of aid froin US, Israeli. 
and Iranian intelligcnl.'.:e services. In exile in the United 
States since 1975, he had only minimal rontact ~ith 
hi{i former Pe~h Mcrga fighters and the KDP. Bcf11re 
his death in 1979, Bar7ani apparently reco&ni1ed thJt 
the Kurds had rew options and was considering ea~ing 
his demands. (S) 

Several contenders arc vyina to replace Barzani. His 
sons Masud and Idris claim leadership of what remains 
of the KDP and of the exile communities in Iran and 
Europe. Masud, the youngest son of Mullah Mustafa. 
is a member of the KDP's provisional leadership and at 
one time reportedly favored coming to terms with the 
Iraqi Government. Masud appears to be the military 
commander of the Barzani faction, travelina: fre
quently between Syria, Iraq and Iran, while Idris acts 
as the political negotiator in Tehran. Both Barzanis 
rel> on traditional tribal ties as their base of supJX>rl. 
(s) 
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A second major challeneer for leadership of the Iraqi 
Kurds is Jalal Talabani, once a member of the Kl>P and 
a lo111time rival of Mullah Mustafa. Ta la bani was 
based in Damascus until the Iraqi-Syrian reconcili
ation talks bcaan and over the )'tars ha!-i received 
Syrian, Libyan, and allegedly So\'icl aid for his forays 
into Iraq. The differences bet"een the Barzanis and 
the 46-year-old Talabani arc more tactical than 
ideological. Talabani has the image of being left"ing 
in comparison to the Barzanis' current pro-\\.'estern 
identification, but these labels are not very meaningful 
in the Kurdish context. Ta la bani, who ad\'ocates the 
use of terrorism, maintains contact with Palc.;;tinian 
rejectionist leader GCGrge Habbash and was probably 
responsible for the abduction of French and Polish 
workers in northern Iraq in late 1977, and the 
assassination of pro-Baehdad Kurdish officials in 
1977. Talabani's followers may also have attempted to 
assas~inate Iraqi lnti..rior Minister and Revolutionary 
Command Council member Jzzat Ibrahim al-Duri in 
Sulaymaniyah in early June 1979. (S NF) 

T~labani and the R<1rtani~ ha\'C m<ide sen:rnl atkmpts 
at unirying their f•1rc.·cs to fight 1hc "'~1111mon Iraqi 
enemy, but the>c effort> have all failed. Jn March 1977 
Talabani and Ma~ud 8dr7ani si~ned an agrccnu:nt 
plede;ing: to join forces. Orchc ... tr ..t1c..·d b) the S) rian?<i 
and entered into reluctanLI} b) thi:- Ro1uanis. 1he 
agreement was never imrh.:n11.:n1L·d fl1L· TLr1.1ni~ 
objected in particular to Talabani\ ixnl·h.1nt for urban 
terrorisrit. Within six months, the t\\O factions \11.C:re 
fightine each other again. (s) 

A third contender for the leadership of the Iraqi 
Kurds Muhammad Mahmud Abd al-Rahman --has 
emeraed in the past several months aiid appears to be 
making a bid for leadership of Kurdish dis;idents. 
Known as Sarni, Abd al-Rahman was a member of the 
Iraqi Communist Party in the 1950s but became an 
innuenlial member of the KDP in the 1960;. He 
apparently was trusted by Mullah Mustafa and 
rcpre;ented him in negotiations both with the Iraqi 
government and with Talabani. Abd al-Rahman was 
one of the live pro--Barzani Kurds appointed lo the 
Iraqi Cabinet following the 1970 armistice, and served 
as Minister for Northern Affairs until fighting broke 
out again in I 974. He is described as the head 0f the 
Provisional Command, a small group of former KDP 

loyalists. (c) 

Serret 

As of mid-1979, little information is available on the 
size of Kurdish dissident forces. Ta la bani may have 
2,000 to 3,000 armed adherents, while the Barzanis' 
claim of 10,000 armed supporters is probably exagger
ated. Abd al-Rahman probably has no more than 500 
to 1,000 supporters. Although the Barzani forces 
appc,uc:d to be the more effective of the factions, 
Talahani was increasingly active in Iran and Iraq in 
earl) 1979. All fa<tions claim they could turn out 
thou,Jnds more figh1ers if sufficient arms "ere a\ail
able. (s 'F) 

Turkey 
Jn the earl) day< of the furkish Republic, the 
government responded to Kurdish protests against 
Ataturk's modcrni1ing and centralizing reforms by 
ruthlessly suppressing all antigovernment activity and 
by allempting, albeit unsucce<Sfully, to eliminate all 
manifestations of Kurdish culture and nationalism. 
With the advent of a multiparty democracy in the late 
I 940s, however, the aovernmcnt adopted a policy of 
attemptine to co~opt the Kurdish minority. Sin(.'e then, 
Kurdish leaders, particularly the "eailh) landlnrds 
and religious leaders, have been recruited irl'to the 
rulina elite. Ferit Melen. an inlt'ri1n prime minister ir. 
the early 1970s; Dcput) Prime Minister Hikmet 
Cetin.~ one of Fccvit's clo(,e advisers; and Kamran 
I nan,"' until recently the number two man in the 
upp.._l'dtion .lu~ticc Part). arc Kurds. As of mid-1979, 
the legi>l.1turc included about 35 Kurdish deputies. kd 
b) indcp.:ndcnt Minister of Public Works Serafe111n 
Flci: thi~ group aencrall) supports Prime Minister 
Ruknl Fcevil. (s) 

rhi.: rt:'.'-Urgcncc of Kurdish separatist sentiment in Iran 
and persistent Kurdish unrest in Iraq have hdped to 
revive fears among Turkey's leaders that Turkish 
Kurds may follow suit. Even limited Kurdi~h unn:st 
while the country is bcsi;:t b~ deepening eclmomic and 
internal ~ecurity crise~. might pose a test for the Ecevit 
government and for Turke) ·s democratic institutions. 
(s) 

'Sec t11ographic appendi•. 
'Sec b111&raphic arpendix 
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C.01trnmen1 Policies ind Attlludos. Ankara's concern 
over lhc Kurdish problem has been hi1hli1hted by a 
number or developments: 

• Rceular and eendarmcric troops in the cast and 
southeast have been reinforced. 
• Prime Minister Ecevil has privalcly expressed erow
in& concern abou1 Kurdish unrest and lhc possibility of 
foreian involvement. 
• General Staff Chief Kenan Evrcn and Deputy Prime 
Minister Cctin visited Iraq in April to discuss the 
Kurdish issue. Iraq, plaeued more acutely with 
Kurdish restlessness, offered to sell Turkey oil on easy 
credit terms if Ankara would try to prevent armed 
Iraqi Kurdish bands from scckin& sanctuary on Tur-

i key's side of the border. (s NF NC oc) 

Allhou11h this concern has been hei&htcned by in
creased communication and arms smuaa:lina between 
Turkish Kurds and Kurds in adjacent countries, it 
stems primarily from a history or connict with the\ 
Kurdbh minority that has oflen threatened the ihte&
ril) oft he state. In that sense, Turkish fears may be out 
of proportion to the actual threat posed by the Kurds. 
(s NF oc) 

Ankara's efforts to assure the loyally or indi,idual 
Kurds have not been matched by ayy wmparablc 
development effort in the Kurdish reaion. Ahhouah 
data are sketchy, one Turkish publication claims that 
the eastern provinces have received only I 0 percent of 
state industrial investment and only 2 percent of all 
commercial investments. Public services such as hospi~ 
tals and education facilities arc thinly spread amona 
the laracr cities. Unemployment is above the national 
averaae of 20 percent, illiteracy in Turkish amona 
Kurds is 80 percent, and such amenities as electricity, 
piped water, and passable roads arc lacking in more 
than half the villages. Althouah this ncalect can be 
explained in large part by the r<motc and inhospitable 
nature of the Kurdish region, it is also attributable to 
the continued hostility between Turks and Kurds. 
Educated Turks are reluctant to live and work in such 
.. alien .. rural areas. The most conspicuous symbol or 
the Turkish Government. the Army, has at times been 
vic"-ed by the Kurds as a .. coloniar· occupation force. 
(S) 

S('cret 

The taboo aaainst public and oflicial discussion of the 
sensitive Kurdish issue has dissipated in the past few 
years. Newspapers, perhaps spurred by events in Iran, 
have been less hesitant to acknowledae that Kurds 
exist and to discuss their livin1 conditions. At the 
heiaht of public concern about Kurdish separatism last 
April, six ministers took the unprecedented step of 
accusin& Minister of Public Works Serafcnin Elci of , 
havina Communist S)mpathies and stackina his Minis
try with Kurds. Elci created a public controversy when 
he openly declared him•clf a Kurd in a heated 
cxcha n~c with a reporter. Respondina to press alleaa
tions. Elci in,i>led that a.:kno" led1ina the existence 
of Kurds in Turkey was not tantamount to promotin1 
separatism. (C) 

Persistence.J1f Kurdish &paralism. The Kurds' sense 
or separate identity has not been sijinificantly reduced 
by the aovernment's attempU to co-opt or suppress 
them. The Kurdish lanauaac has nourished, and 
clandestinely published Kurdish literature i& surrepti
tiously obtainable in Kurdish areas. Kurdish leaders, 
fcarina that development and modernization would 
undermine the hiahly traditional social structure and 
thereby their own positions, have often been 
unreceptive to Ankara's error ts to extend aid to the 
Kurdish reaions. Kurdish notables reportedly often 
deliver the votes of their followers to politicians in 
return for plcd~c· or noninterference in local affairs. 
Crbanintion is takina place, howe>er, and it has 
somewhat "eakencd to some extent the hold of 
traditional leader~. Nationalist Kurdish sentiment now 
seems stronaest amona politicized urban Kurdish 
youth, many of whom arc educated. (s) 

In the past several years, several overt "cultural 
associations" and covert liberation aroups have formed 
to promote the idea of Kurdish autonomy and inde
pendence. The appearance of these aroups broadly 
parallels the arowth of Turkish radical lcflist student 
aroups that appeared in the late 1960s. These radicals 
often included demands for greater Kurdish autonomy 
in their proarams, and until the Kurds beaan to form 
their own associations, Ku'rds were prominent in these 
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or2anizations. Mahir Ca)an, the most prominent 
martyr of the Turkish left after he was killed by 
&overnment forces in 1972, was a Kurd. Because 
avowed!) Kurdish organizations arc still illc1al, the 
overt radical iCOUps foaturc noncthnic names such as 
the Revolutionary Democratic Cultural Associalion 
and the Revolutionary People's Liberation Associ
ation. They insist that they arc interested mainly in 
social pro1ress and Turkish recognition of long-denied 
Kurdish cultural rights. The clandc>tine groups, on the 
other hand, employ a mixtqrc of leftist and nationalist 
rhetoric and call for autonomy or ind'-=prndence. Two 
of the more imPortant covert a,rOOps are KA w .t. (the 
name of a legendary Iranian and Kurdish hero) and 
KUK (Kurdish National Liberation). The overt and 
clandestine groups undoubtedly interact to some de
gree, alld there arc indications that they may still 
cooperate with some Turkish extreme leftists. (s) 

The driving forces for Kurdish nationalism, however, 
suffer from the same factionalism that has weakened 
their Turkis\ counterparts. The cultural associations 
have small m~mberships, and the illegal groups, 
though domina\ed by urbanized youn1 Kurds, do not 
seem popular ev~n in the larger eastern towns. This 
probably results from a generation and cultural gap 
between youthful, educated Kurds and the more 
conservative and tradition-bound majority led by 
coopted elites. The ac·t~vist aroups themselves, more
over. have long quarreled over whether to remain 
scrarate from other Turkish radical groups and seek 
independence or to cooperate with the Turkish rrole
tariat in its "battle aeainst -~pitalism" as a means of 
ultimately achieving Kurdish\1utonomy within a 
Turkish state. (s) 

Althou1th very little information i~available on rela
tions between the Turkish Kurds and Kurds outside 
Turkey, Kurds in Turkey have shown little inclination 
to collaborate politically with their Kurdish neighbors 
in Iran and Iraq. Tribal loyalties appear 10 be more 
important than ethnic tics. The warrina Talabani and 
Barzani factions in Iraq, for example, Ir.Ive been aided 
by some Turkish Kurds and oppos~by others during 
their skirmishes in Turkish border areas. Language 
differences may partly explain this lack of cooperation. 
Although approximately half of all Kurdsspeak the 
Kurmanji dialect, in Turkey only the Kurds of Hakkari 
Province speak this dialect. (S) 
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Syri11 
Relations between the Syrian Government and the 
Kurdish minority have not been marked by the 
hostility and connict that have characterized relation: 
between the Kurds and the Governments of Iraq and 
Iran. Since Syria was granted its independence by 
France in 1946, there has been little significant 
antigovcrnmcnt activity involving the Kurds. Nonethc 
less, Syrian authorities have feared that unrest amon1 
Kurds elsewhere could spread to Syria. During times 
of major Kurdish unrest in Iraq, for example, Damas· 
cus has kept close watch on its own Kurds. Moreover, 
from time to time, Kurdish nationalist leaders have 
been arrested in 1overnmcnt ~cs against the Com
munists. The government's scntitivity to Kurdish 
involvement in Communist activities is not altoa,cther 
unfounded since the founder and leader of the 
pro-Soviet, legal Syrian Communist Party (SCP) 

Khalid Bakdash, is a Kurd, and the SCP has long 
recruited heavily .from the Kurdish minority. (u) 

l'n recent years, the Kurdish minority has participatC4 
relatively actively in Syrian politics. Some of Syria's 
most distinguished leaders have been Kurds, includin 
two past Presidents, Husni al-Za'im and Abid 
al-Shishakli. Under President Assad, himself a mem
ber of the Alawitc minority, the status of most 
minority groups in Syria generally has been quite f<X>< 
(u) 

Most S> rian Kurds arc distrustful of central authoritJ 
and their lo)'alty to thei~ tribe is probably stronger 
than their loyalty either to the S)rian state or to a 
Kurdish nation. Relatively peaceful residence in Syri. 
and gradual assimilation, howcvcr,.havc miti1atcd 
their distrust of the S)rian authorities. Damascus, 
moreover, has encouraged Arab settlement in the 
northeast to weaken the Kurdish hold on the area. In 
the last two years, however, there has been a sianifi
cant influx of Kurds into northern Syria from Iraq. 
These Kurds are less assimilated than those long 
resident in Syria. (c NF) 
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We have no evidence of organi1ed Kurdish separatist 
activity in Syria. The KDP has been banned in Syria for 
several years. One source reported in early 1979 that 
the inOux of Kurds from Iraq "as cxaccrbatina 
Arab-Kurdish tensions in the northeast, but there is no 
sign that the problem has become serious. There arc no 
local Kurdish parties or any prominen1 Kurdish 
political leaders who espouse Kurdish nationalism in 
Syria. (c NF) 

Before the October 1978 S)rian-lraqi rapprochement, 
Syria provided ~upport to di,sident Kurds in Iraq led 
by Jalal Talabani. Tal:ibani recci\c:d Jrm~ and his 
followers were trained at bases in nt)rthea!ltcrn S>ria. 
After the conclusion of the Charter for Joint National 
Action between Syria and Iraq in late 1978, Syria's 
support for Talabani ceased, and he was expelled from 
Syria. Although the Syrians prob•bh can still contact 
Talabani if they should desire to renew the relation
ship, there is no indication they arc currently providin1 
support to Kurdish dis.idents in either Iraq, Turkey, or 
Iran. There is also no indication that Syrian Kurds 
acting independently of the government arc supportine 
their compatriots. (c) 

USSR 
Attitudes and Policies Toward Kurds in Neighboring 
States. The possibility of Soviet manipulation of their 
Kurdish minorities has been a matter of serious 
concern for the Governments of Iran, Turkey, and 
Iraq. The Soviets would certainly like to make use of 
the Kurds in neiehborina states to advance their O\\n 
objectives in the area-specifically to put pre~~ure on 
regimes that have adopted anti-Soviet positions Soviet 
inclinations to directly support Kurdi:-.h minorities in 
other countries, however, are inhibited by a desire not 
to pu~h these states too far and th~~ risk serious 
damage to bilateral relations. Funneling assistance 
indirectly to Kurdish minurities through third parties, 
however, is a tempting and very real option for the 
Soviets. (s) 

In 1ran, the Soviets have sought to advance their 
relations with the Khomeini-backed regime in order to 
pre:-.erve their economic assets there, encourage 
continuation of the government's anti-US policies, ..tnd 
prevent repression of leftist elements within the 
country, especially those that arc pro-Soviet. At the 
same time, they would like to encourage the emergence 
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of a .more pro-Soviet regime. As part of a Iona-term 
effort to undermine the aovernmcnt and promote 
leftist prospects, they have supported the Tudeb 
Party's efforts to construct a united front of all leftist 
parties and to infiltrate Khomeini's forcea. It is worth 
notina in this rciiard that 1rnP Secretary General 
Qasemtu has lon1standin1 tics to the Tudch Party. He 
was a T udch activist durin1 the Mosadeq era and 
remained active in party affairs white in exile. (S NF NC 

oc) 

Because they hope to see a more pro-Soviet 1ovcrn
ment emerge in Iran if the current reeime is unable to 
control the situation, the Soviets have an interest in 
prcventin1 the rciiimc from stabilizina the country. 
For this reason, the disruptive activities of Iranian 
minorities. includine the Kurds, complement Soviet 
interests. (s NF NC oc) · 

Before the fall of the Shah, there had been little 
indication of Soviet involvement with the Kurdisb 
movement within Iran in recent years-presumably 
renectine the Soviet perception that the aovernment•a 
control of the Kurds was virtually c0mplete and that 
efforts to meddle would antaaonizc the Shah. With the 
upsurge in acti\.·ity among Iran's Kurds in recent 
months, facilitated by the breakdown in Iranian 
control of movement in the border areas, the Soviets 
have probabl> been tempted to play a more active role. 
(~) 

Throuiih their clandestine radio in Baku, the National 
Voice of Iran, the Soviets have expressed their support 
for Kurdish demands for autonomy within the frame
work of the Iranian nation.' Accordin& to one source. 
the Soviets have also cncouraiicd contacts between t~, 
Tudeh Party, the Communist Party of Iraq, and the 
Talabani Kurdish faction. The source stated that 
Tudeh had offered t\' support Talabani in a &uerrilla 
war against the centtal aovernment; he indicated that 
although the offers of cooperation had ihus far been 
rejected by Taiabani, Tudeh leaders were optimistic 

'The Sn•icl.c; make a clear distinction between the .. leaitimate" 
dcmc!> of minority aroups for local autonomy and whal they term 
""impt"nalist·backed separatist• demands. This reflects their own 
claims to have &ran1cd such autonomy to many of their minorilics u 
well as a desire not to prO\lidc any opening to these 1roups to make 
~cparat1s1 claims (c) 
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that the 1atter, while not a Communist, miaht cventu· 
ally accept assistance for praamatic reasons. (s NF NC 

oc) 

There is no convincin2 evidence of direct Soviet 
material support for the Kurdish movement in Iran, 
<.il!hough there have been unconfirmed alleeations that 
... u1.:h a~'i.;tancc was being offered or provided. The 
ab,cncc of confirmation does not mt·an !hat the Soviets 
are not materially backing the mo .. emcnt, given the 
difficulty of obtainin& such evidence in the isolated 
border areas involved. It is Jjkely, ho" ever. that the 
Soviets are reluctant to become directly imuh cd in any 
large·scalc supportive efforts, a:iven the effect discov· 
cry of such activities would have on relations" ith the 
central government. At the same time, they would 
probably condone the funneling of Soviet arms to the 
Kurds by third pa• ies; such a policy would enable 
them both to deny involvement and to indirectly 
su,tain destabilizing activities within Iran. (s NF) 

In Iraq, Soviet support for the Kurdish cause has 
nlKtuatcd over the )ears in imerse relation to Soviet 
suc1.:c~' in courting the central government in Bagh
dad. During the earl} l 960;, Moscow vigorously 
supported Kurdi;h autonomy in Iraq. And, in the early 
J 970s, the Soviets tried to mediate between the Kurds 
and the Ra.1thist regime with which they were building 
close tics. \\'ith the colGrse of negotiation!!. between 
the Kurds .ind the Baathist regime in 1974 and the 
renewal of fighting, the Soviet> g•ve their rull support 
to Baghdad. This dt::cision was made at a time~ hen the 
USSR saw its overall position in the Middle East 
deteriorating: Eg)pt had turned to the United States, 
and other Ar~b states (including Iraq) wue increas
ingly oriented econl)m1..:all)' tov.ard the \Vest. The 
Soviets, dearly anxious n1Jt to lose Iraq's friendship 
and eager to sell arms for h<trd currency, presumably 
had little difficulty making the choice. (u) 

Since the Algiers Accord or March 1975, which 
cffcl"livdy ended the Kurdish war in Iraq, Soviet-Iraqi 
r1.:Li1iuns have deteriorated steadily, although the 
inu1ually beneficial arms relationship has been main
uinl!d. The Soviets have resented Iraq's improved 
rl·!.itt<>n-.. v.ith both Iran and Saudi Arabia and have 
brrri unh.ipp) .1bout Iraq's turn to the \\'est for orms as 
v.ell :1 ... ci\ili.1n technology. In addition, they have been 
fru ... 1~.11rd b~ the B.1athi~t diHcgard for and repression' 
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of the Communist Party of Iraq. Their increa1i111 
dissatisfaction reportedly made the Soviets receptive 
when Ta la bani sou a ht assistance in mid-1978. (s NF NC 

OC) 

Accordin& to one source, Talabani 1umed to the 
Soviets in mid-1978 becaustthc Syrians, who had bcca 
backin& him, had stopped their support in order to 
improve relations with Iraq. The source reported that 
both the Soviets and Syrians subsequently provided 
assistance lo Talabani and cncouraaed him to seek 
reconciliation with other Kurdish factions in northwest 
Iraq. Soveral other reports indicale that the Sovieu 
"ere sympathetic to Talabani's efforts in 1978 and 
that they encoura&ed the Iraq Communist Party to 
establish contacts with Kurdish clements with the 
<1.bicctivc of overthrowin& the Baathist reaime. There 
is. however, no confirmin& evidence thal the SovicU 
actually furnished such assistance. (1 NF NC oc) 

\Vhile reports that the Soviets were backing Talabani 
may be unfounded. lralji leaders apparently believed 
them. In a June 1979 comc.:rsation, Saddam Hu!:>ayn 
expre..,scd concern that Talabani's group "as under the 
control of the USSR, "hich was trying to use a 
"neighboring state" (Syria) to foment trouble in the 
region. This comment "as in contrast to his statement 
in late 1977 that the Soviets did not at that time appear 
tu he Jn\'olvcd v. ith the Kurds. This Iraqi perception 
ha~ undoub11.:dly contributed to Iraq's grov.ing 
anti-Sm icti~m and its repression of the Iraq Commu
nist Part). (s 'r 'c oc) 

There have been no reports of Soviet involvement with 
Kurdish clements in Iraq since mid-1978. This may be 
because the focus of Kurdish activities has shifted to 
Iran, where there arc new opportunities. It may also 
reflect Soviet sensitivity to the damaae already done to 
relations with Iraq and a desire not to foster further 
strains or provoke increased repression of Iraqi 
Communists. (s) 

In Turkey, direct Soviet involvement in the Kurdish 
movement is precluded by Moscow's desire to maintain 
good relations with Ankara. Early this year, an 
advocate of the Kurdish Shia cause was rebuffed by 
both the Soviet and Bulearian Embassies in Ankara in 
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his search ror support. A Soviet Embassy officer 
explained to him that the USSR reared jeopardizing its 
primary 1oals or cxpandina trade with Turkey and 
uniryin1 the Turkish lcrt behind a pro-Moscow line. 

(c) 

Turkish Government officials maintain, nev~rtheless, 
that the Soviets are providina Kurdish dissidents with 
arms. military trainina. and financial assistance. They 
claim that caches or Soviet-made weapons have been 
discovered in eastern Turkey and that arms are being 
smu11led across the Syrian, Iranian, and Soviet 
borders. Undetected border crossin1s from the USSR 
into Turkey could be accomplished rairly easily. In 
early 1979, Turkish intclli1cnce reported that a 
Kurdish tribal leader had undcr1onc insur1cncy train
in1 in the USSR and was to be infiltrated into 
southeastern Turkey via Iran. (s NF) 

In the absence of reliable evidence, we cannot confirm 
that Moscow is providin1 direct support to the Turkish 
Kurds. Nevertheless, Moscow no doubt wants lo avoid 
alienatina any political aroupings with which it might 
ha••e t.o deal in the future. A Soviet military attache in 
Ankara recently stated to his US counterpart that 
Kurdish aspirations -.ere for "equality and local 
autonomy" rather than nationhood, and that the 
USSR would show its "spiritual" support for the 
Kurdish movement. (c '<F) 

Policy Toward Kurds in the Soviet Union. The small 
number or Kurds in the USSR, estimated at I 00,000 in 
1979 or less than 5 percent or the total Kurdish 
population, provides a basis for the Soviet claim lo an 
interest in the Kurdish question. Most or the Soviet 
Kurds live in scattered communities in the 
Transcaucasµs, and many, particularly those in cities, 
arc aradually becomin& intearated into the dominant 
cultures or the re1ion. (u) 

The vast majority of Soviet Kurds speak Kurdish as 
their native language, but knowledge or Russian and 
other lan1uagcs orthe area is becoming widespread. Jn 
Azerbaidzhan, for instance, the older generations 
speak Kurdish, but the younger people increasingly 
speak only Azerbaidzhani or Russian. The most 
concentrated settlements of Kurds are in Armenia, and 
here the Kurds have preserved their traditional way of 
life and Kurdish cultural traditions are strong. (u) 

Secrt>t 

The Soviet Kurds enjoy the 11se of a comparatively 
large number of cultural institution'.), reflecting the 
importance the Soviet regime attaches to its Kurdish 
minority as a potential foreign ix>licy asset. Kurdish 1s 
taught in the schools in Kurdish villages. There is a 
Kurdish newspaper. Ria Taza, published in Yerevan, 
the capital of Armenia, and there is some radio 
programing in Kurdish. The center for Kurdish studies 
in Yerevan, the only such center in the USSR. offers 
courses in Kurdish language and culture and publi~hes 
in Kurdish periodicals and works or Kurdish poets and 
writers, some of whom have a reputation in Kurdi~h 
communities abroad. One of the main purposes of the 
center is to support Soviet claims that the Kurds in the 
Soviet Union enjoy cultural facilities that are not 
available to those in other parts of the Middle East. (c) 

The regime has lillle reason to fear that its policy of 
fostcrina; Kurdish national consciousness a broad will 
encouraee troublesome pan·Kurdi~h sentiments at 
home. The number of Kurds in the Soviet Union is 
small, and the regime can count on the more urbanized 
and educatc:d Armenian maj.lrity to act as a restrain· 
ing inOucnce. The Armcrn:rn.s arc unlikely tn forget the 
Turkish mas!>ac.:re. JO \i..hi1.:h the Kurds pla)cd a part, 
and Mosco\.\ on o<.'i.:as1on ha~ had tu v.ai n the 
Anrienian~• not to di::tniminatc again~t 1he Kurdfr.h 
mi/10ri1y. (u) 

Outlook 

The collapse of the Shah\ regime :rnJ the a~su1nption 
of de facto control by the Kurd' in much of the 
predominantJy Kurdish area~ of Iran ha11e rai ... ed 
aspirations for greater autonomy Ol>t onl} among 
Iranian Kurds but also among the Kurds of ncighbor
in& Turkey and Iraq.Tu at least ~omc dc~ree, relation~ 
between the Kurds and the governmcnb of the other 
states in which they live will be determined by the 
course of events in Iran. If the central government in 
Tehran is able, through negotiation and compromise, 
to reestablish its authority over the areas under 
Kurdish control. the prospect for continued peace 
bet\\een the Kurdish minorities and the other govern· 
ments of the area will be enhan(cd. If, on the other 
hand, Tehrani~ compelled to use force, the rc-.ulting 
conflict could spill over national borders and involve 
the Kurds in neighboring state!> (cl 
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The relationship between the Kurds in Iran and the 
Tehran 1overnment will depend to a lar1e extent on 
o.ich side's interpretation of the balance struck be
tween minority riahts and central control under the 
constitution now under consideration. Government and 
reliaious leaders do not want to arant the minorities 
riahts that could threaten national cohesion; on the 
other hand, they want to reach an accommodation that 
will kcco the minorities quiet. The Kurd>. for their 
pert do not want to lose the benefits of Iran's oil 
wealth; at the same time they arc unwilling to aive up 
the de facto autonomy they have established. and 
individual leaders want freedom to compete \\ith their 
rivals for political influence in Kurdistan. (c) 

Full-scale conflict between the Kurds and the revolu· 
tionary aovernment in Iran docs not seem likely in the 
near term, althouah an attempt by the aovermnent to 
extend its control in the Kurdish reaion led to serious 
dashes in late July. There is little prospect that the 
aovcrnment will soon be able to rebuild the military or 
develop it1 irreaular forces 10 the level needed to 
rccstablill> its authority in the Kurdish areas. For their 
part, Kurdish leaders do not seem prepared for an 
all-out effort to remove the remainina central aovern
mcnt pre..,nce in the area. Moreover, the local 
population, despite its strona ethnocentrism, is unlikely 
to support a protracted armed strugale in its towns and 
villaaes. (c) 

If they chose, the Kurds, even hampered by their 
disunity, could carry out sustained dissident activity 
and Ji.rupt Iranian overland trade 10 Europe and the 
USSR. The Kurds' challenge to <entral control would 
arow more serious if most of thC' Kurdish tribes were 
willina to cooperate. Lonastandina religious, tribal. 
and personal rivalries amona the Kurds, however, seem 
to have been only temporarily smoothed over by the 
re•olution and the local autonomy they now enjoy. 
Thc;e differences probably will reappear and may even 
be inten>ilied as the various leaders try to exploit their 
new relationship with the central government. The 
most serious liability facina the Kurds, however. is 
their Jack of continued, substantial supp<>rt--either 
open or clandestine-from a neighboring government 
such as that provided by the Shah to the Iraqi Kurds 
before 1975. Ne1ther Iraq, Turkey. nor the USSR is 
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likely to play such a role; the USSR would provide 
such support only if Moscow decided that its best 
interests would be served by trying to topple the 
Khomeini reaime and replace ii with a leftist aovcrn
ment. (s NF) 

As Jona as the present unstable situation exists, the 
central government and Iran's Kurdish leaders will 
carefully monitor each other's activities. At the same 
time, the leaders of the various Kurdish factions can be 
expected to compete actively for influence amona their 
fellow tribesmen. Relatively minor incidents or 
misca1cula1ions could cause armed clashes- ··~umc of 
which could be serious-between Kurdish and central 
government forces, dissident and pro-Khomeini Kurds, 
and supporters of rival tribal leaders. (c) 

In Turkey, the government would liercely resist any 
attempt by the Kurdish minority to gain greater 
politi>al autonomy, althouah ii might arudgingly 
coti&de the Kurds arcater freedom 10 express their 
culr.:fal horitaae. The Kurds arc aware that the 
eovcrnmcnt has large army and security forces sta
tioned in the provinces and is cap!IPle of reinforcing 
them quickly. The most important deterrent 10 the 
realization of the desire of the Turkish Kurds for 
grcatet autonomy. however. is the absence of a sina;le 
leader capabk ,,f uniting the disparate Kurdish &roups. 
\iany imronant Kurdish leaders have been co-opted 
or intimidated,"' hilc Kurdish leaders active in Turkish 
politics often hold opposina political views. (s) 

Nevertheless, the Kurds in Turkey will remain suscept
ible 10 separatist and pan-Kurdish sentiment as long as 
Ankara fails to assimilate them into Turkish society. 
Turkish Kurds could be encouraged to defy Ankara if 
Iranian Kurds secure a greater degree of autonomy 
from the new Iranian regime or ifthc&O\'ernmem in 
Ankara fails to come to grips with Turkey's staggcrine 
economic and political problems. (s) 
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The ability of the Iraqi Kurd• to effectively oppose the 
Iraqi military depends on the Baahdad aovernment's 
dome.tic political stren&th and external support for the 
Kurds from Iran or other countries. As of mid-1979, 
Ba1hdad has not been sufficiently distracted by the 
troubles in Iran or potential problems with the Shia. in 
the south to shift its atlcntion or its troops awa) frorn 
the north. The aevernment is unlikely to rcrmit 
anythin1 more than the token autonomy it has already 
arantcd tho-ttfrcc Kurdish prm·inccs in the autonomous 
resion. (s) 

Iraq has a hi&hly centralized political and economic 
structure with no room for decentralization as 
envisioned by Kurdish nationalists. At best, the Kurd> 
may be permitted a wider role throu1h the already 
existin1 mechanisms of the executive and lc1islative 
councils. They will not be accorded ri1h1s and privi
leaes denied the rest of the population. Most Kurds. 
ho,. ever, arc likely to reaard as acceptable the 
narrowly defined political autonomy offered by the 
1overnmcnl. Thal majority probably dO.s not favor a 
militar~ solution to the problem of as~imilation and i~ 
um.urc thJt the :1ltcrnativc~ to a Baal hist Gv\crnm"'·nt 
"-llUld imprmc conditions for the l<urd~ of Iraq. (s) 

There is little <:ha nee that 1hc S~ rian Gm...:rnmcnt ""ill 
erant the Kurd~ more au1onutn} in the future. There 1!

littlc prc!!.sure from the Kurds thcm"chcs to d,~ ~o. and 
the eovernmcnt would be reticent about pruvu1ing ttny 
minority group autonomy for fear that other~. likr 1 he 
Druze, would demand similar treatment. (c) 

S<"crel 

Although the desire not to damage relations with Iran, 
Turkey, and Iraq probably will continue 10 deter the 
Soviet Union from directly aiding Kurdish minorities 
in those states, Moscow will probably maintain contact 
with selected Kurdish aroups and may indirectly 
~upport them through third parties. Jn Iran, circum
~pcct suppart for the Kurds ~crve!I. to ruster continuing 
inst<:1b1lit}, "'hich may eventual!) produce a more 
pro-Soviet, lcrtist reeimc. In Iraq, such an approa..:h 
also serves to put prrssurc on a rcgirne that is 
increasingly independent and anti-Soviet. At a mini
mum. Soviet support for Kurdi!:oth cuhural activities 
\\ ithin the USSR and e>..prc-.,<;ions or S) mpathy for 
.. legitimate" Kurdish requests for Inca I autonomy will 
~erve to remind the states involved tl1at t~e Soviets 
retain the capability to encourage di~scnsion among 
their minorities. (s) 
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Appendix 

Selected Biographies 

l\arnran I nan {Turkey) 

Senator Kamran loan's long effort to chJllcnge 
Sule) man Demirel for leadership of the Ju>tice Part) 
ended in June 1979 when he announced his decision to 
withdraw from politics to become a special amba-sador 
in the Foreian Ministry. He left the diplomatic corps in 
1973 to represent his home province of Bitlis; from 
1975 to 1977 he served as chairman of the Senate 
Foreiiin Relations Committee. !nan has always been 
an outspoken, independent conservative in the Justice 
Part). lfo dfcision to resian from the party followed 
the ovallfclming reject(on b) the party convention of 
hi' :111cmPt to um.cat Dcmirel. His realintion that his 
J\urdi-.h background and Swiss wife \\Cre serious 
pt1lit11 .. al impc.:dimcnh probabl} prompted his decision 
tu rc ... ign. (c) 

Hikmet Cetin (Turkey) 

Deputy Prime Minister Hikmet Cetin's political cJrcer 
has been as meteoric as that of his longtime friend 
Prime Minister Bulent Eccvit. Born in the eastern city 
of Diyarbakir in 1937, Cetin moved to Ankara as a 
)ouna man and earned a 8.A. deerec in economics 
from the University of Ankara. He then came to tt.e 
lCnited States and obtained an M.A. dearee in 
economics from Williams College in 1965. From 1971 
to 1977, he served a< the head of the Economic 
Planning Section of the State Planning Office. Coaxed 
into politics in 1977 by Fccvit, Cetin quickly became 
one of the Prime Minislcr\ closest advisers. He is 
responsible for economic relations with socialist states 
and for coordinating governmental policy on Cyprus. 
Quiet and mode'!.) cl intensely dedicated, Cetin has a 
reputation for m\,.·ti\,.·uluu:-.ncss and skilled handlin& of 
Turkey's cumbcr!<ol'mi.: bureaucracy. His casygoin& 
personality has earned him many admirers and rcw 
enemies. (c) 
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The Barzani Family (Iraq) 

The 8ar7ani family has been active in the Kurdish 
n;1tionalist movement in Iraq since the 1930s. when 
~lullah' \lustafa led his first rebellion aaainst 
Ra~hdad. Mullah Mustafa remained the pivotal fi&ure 
in Kurdi>h politics for the next 40 years. Despite the 
lo'.\~ of the civil war and his Iona years in exile. at his 
death he was still regarded as the symbol of Kurdish 
independence. Neither hi!<. sons nor an} of his sc\·cral 
n\'als seem to have his charisma or abilit) to unite the 
di,parnte tribes and factions into an cffc1.:ti\·e and 
credible force. (c) 

Although Barz.ani was head of the Kurdistan Demo
cratic Party (KDP), he owed his suprcrt to traditional 
tribal loyalties that "ere often forged followina 
intcrtribal warfare. Bitter disagrccmcnh bct""een the 
tribes and within the KDP-usually over tactics to be 
pur~ued in the successive confrontations with 
Baghdad---always threatened to divide the Kurdish 
mo\"crncnt and erode Banani's power base. In later 
) c:.ir~. th~rc was criticism of his feudal style of 
leadership, but he was al,.ays able to defeat the 
internal challenge> to his authurity. Althouah he was 
accused of ruthles~ncss in pursuine his military and 
political aims, he was acknowled11ed to be personally 
i111.:orruptible. (c) 

Little is known of his sons and possible succi:~~ors. T"o 
sons--Masud and Jdris--arc members of the ~DP and 
arc actively working to revive the Kurdish mu\'cmcnt 
in Iraq. A third son, Ubaydallah. has been a Minister 
of State in the Iraqi Government since April 1974. 
Kept a virtual prisoner by the Baathists, he was 
declared an outlaw by his father. lo be taken dead or 
alive. Ma<ud and Idris ·both in their early 
30s appear to have the s;.ime eoal as their 
father meaningful 1rntonom} within an Iraqi state. 
The) h•nc organitcd guerrilla operations against 
government militur) units stationed in the north. but 
the) probabl) "ould be receptive to a political 
'<ltlcmcnt with Baghdad if sufficient concessions to 
'<lf·rulc "ere made. Like their father, they seem war) 
of promises of assistance from Iran against Baa;hdad. 
(C) 

11 ~hould be noled I hat in 1hi1; ca~e. Mullah is a proJ'IC'r name and not 
a 1111<: (U) 

Sc-er et 

l.futloli Mu!IQ/a Banani 

:lri.f 8t.Jr:ani 
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Jalal Isam al-Din al-Talabani (Iraq) 

Jalal Isam al-Din al-Talabani has been a rival of the 
Bar73ni family for leadership of Iraq's Kurds since the 
1960s. Once a member of the Kurdistan Democratic 
P..-ty (KDP) and a representative of Mullah Mustafa 
BcH1ani in negotiations with several Iraqi 1overn
ments. Talabani claims that he brolc Y.ith Barnni in 
1974 because of the latters conlacts "ith the United 
States and l~racl. An C)l.pcricnced and capable military 
leader, Ta la bani also has a reputation as an intellectual 
and a skillful propagandist. (c) 

Born in Kuy~anjak. Iraq, in 1933, the ~on of a religious 
leader. Talabanijoined the KDP in the late 1950s afler 
a brief nirtation w,th the Iraqi Communist Part}. 
When fighting br"ke out in the early 1960> bet""°" 

1 

the Kurd' and Baghdad. Talabani served as a militar) 
comm.im~· r ornd a political negotiator for Mullah 
Mu'.'-lafo D1~agrccment~ v.ith BaTl.ani, however, over 
the appropriatenc~!ii of reconciliation and the accept
ability llf negotiating \crms \' i1h Baghdad led to a 
'ericsofbrcaks b...:t"n'n the two Bar1ani first cxpel1ed 
Talabani from thl· t...DP in 1964 and in 1967 sentenced 
him to de;1th in ofnu1tia -Talabani al that time was 
living in Baghd.1d under guH·rnment protection. 
Clashe~ bctv.ecn fortilins lo) al to the t"'o di,!o.idcnt 
leaders recurred throughuut the late 1960s. (c) 

The feud between Barzani :rnd Tab bani wa~ cn1..·our· 
aged by Ba~ lidad's policy of >upporting one Kurdish 
faction against the other. The Baathist government 
rewarded Talabani, paying him a subsidy until it 
concluded the accord with Barzani in March 1970. 
Faced with the loss of his patron and an uncertain fate 
as an exile, Ta la bani made his peace with Barnni in 
August 1970 and merged his organi7ation lhe 
Kurdistan Revolutionary Part}- -with the Kl>1'. ror 
tho ne<t four years Talabani traveled in the \1iddle 
Fast and Furopc as Barzani's representative. Follow· 
ing his break with Barzani in 1974, Talabani went into 
exile in Syria, where, in 1975, he established the 
Kurdish National Union. (c) 
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Abdol Rahman Qasemlu (Irani 

Qasemlu, about 49, was born into a wealthy 
landownine family in Urumiyeh (formerly Rezaiyeh) 
in Iranian Kurdistan. Arter a year as an economics 
student in Paris, he moved to Praeue, where he 
continued his studies until he returned to Iran in 1953. 
By that time, Qa,cmlu was already a member or the 
Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) General Committee 
and a liaison officer with the Iranian Tudeh (Commu· 
nist) Party. (S NF NC DC) 

Forced because of his lertist activities to flee Iran two 
years later, he returned to Prague, bccomin& a lecturer 
al the university and continuine activities on behalr or 
the Tudeh Party and the KDP. Details or the next two 
decades or Qascmlu's lire are limited. He seems to have 
shulllcd between Praeue and Iraq until he reportedly 
''became disillusioned with the USSR" because or its 
1968 invasion of Czechoslornkia. He may have beeun 
tu spend his tim.e in France, where he lived arter the 
1975 lr~n·lraq accord ended the Iraqi Kurds' rebel· 
lion. Qa ... l·mlu lau.:ht Kurdish civilization and 
lan~uagc in Paris until 1978. (s NF NC oc) 

He e>tabli;hcd C•mtact \\ith A)atollah Khomeini in 
Paris in the fall of 1978 and returned to Iran in 
Dt:l·cmbcr lo hc,1d the KUP revival. lk noY. presides. as 
fir~t among equal~ with no executive fll''l.liCr of hi' own. 
over its loose and disparate, but rapid!} cxpandina 
organization. Qasemlu ha!-1 agen:s,ivcl)' pre!i.~ed his 
claim to be the leadine ;ecular ;pokc>man for the 
Kurds, but the strength of his pc"onal folio" ing is 
unknown. (s NF NC oc) 
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Sheikh Ez-ed-Din Hoseini (Iran) 

Probably the single most popular Iranian Kurdish 
figure, Hoseini, 57, is from a family of clerics and is 
said to be a well-read, cultured man. He reportedly 
leads an a'>cetic life, supporting a large family on his 
salary as professor of Arabic at Mahabad's Koran 
school. (t.:) 

Hoseini began to speak out on political b~ues in 1942, 
dvocating a revival of Kurdish traditions. In 1953 
fter the fall of Prime \1inistcr \fo,,adeq. I lo-.cini was 

forced by security offi(;ial~ to lca\c thc vill.:i;1: "hac he 
aught. He first assumed leadcr~hip of th1: religious 
ommunity in Mahabad in the early 1960~ and ~oon 
on over Kurdish nationaJists with his sermons. In 

1964 he joined the Kurdish Democratic Party, but he 
)aims now to have resigned in order to preserve his 
bjectivity. Hoseini insists, however, that he does not 
spire· to a dominant political role among the Kurds. 
e says that his activities are based on "Kurdish 

ationalism. reasonable socialism. and ml)rality. with
ut which no society can help people lead dcccnt lives." 
s M ~c oc) 
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Sour~es of Copyrl1htetl Photo1r•phs 

Paa• IS: Franz Furst 

Pase 16: Bachdad al-Thawrah 

Pace 17: Snma 

Pace 29: Turkish Daily Ntws 
Diplomacy 

Pa1e 30: Akh/rsa'ah Cairo 
Ul'I 

Paae 33: Wide World Photoaraphs 
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KBOR t. HOAGLAND ARTICLE AND OTHER PRESS REPORTING HERE CON• 
~la C!R,.ING SERIOUS PROBLEMS FACING KURDS IN EXITING IRAQ BY 

J APRIL I AND REPORTED PLEA flY BARZANI THROUGH HOAGLAND FOR 

~
"'1 U.S. INTERCESSION FOR EXTENSION OF APRIL I DEADLIN£, HAS 

CREATED CONSIDERABLE INTEREST IN PRESS AND ON HILL CON• 
CERNING PLIGHT OF KURDS. WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ASSESSlllENT 

/.\ WHETHER IRAN GOVERNMENT WOULD BE AMENABL!!'. TO FOLLOWING 
D \I UP WITH IRAQIS ON BARZANI'S SUGGESTION TO EXTEND DEADLINE 
v TO NAY I FOR CLOSURE OF BORDER. 

2. ON CONTINGENCY BASIS WE ARE URGENTLY EXAMINING POSSIBLE 
CHANIELS OF HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO KURDS SHOULD THAT 
BE NECESSARY. KISSINGER 
IT 
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Mar 25, 1·~ - '2412. · 

-r (a) .._ "705 (llmL)s (B) Tehl'aa 2684 (MJSI.) 

1. ....._. .... of - Jraldtah ~ to • hjpalaYel 

offiaid •• J rttme -• of lpil l d..Uine on 

- l»a-l'Nq llamde. 'lld• .,.. bmoad down, - llllW 

~ .._ .._ .... wltta no reaponse as yet, Ham of 

........ DI =a\lt1o '-ty office in Tehl'n told 1W1 

lie ... ~ lllllllMd OOI afficial on 1em .. ttv wtth 

... 1"00"01•1w ....ia. 'fftan ICRC DiHctor s.a Beck• 

Mlle at.a.. ~ tlllougb 1tai Lion and Sun society 

llut ..... mt yet NCelV.S 1'9ply. 



,-, 
I ?.. CClI '.Jffici,JlC cont1'1U<? to tuL'< '.li c:i.oplete closure of 

bordeo' April J.. Covernor Cener~ :>f Kcl'lllanshahan proYinc• 

t?ld Tai>riz C-:>nsul Nemann March 24 border tiould be c;L:ieecl 

t:ir;htly April l and IWide no mention of any request f:ll' 

exte::ision. He said Barzani "Was expected to croea into 
General 

Iran in early April (sic). Govarnor/bnd Hid 60.000 

llurds in his province were being told Iran could not luppart 
di1pen.i 

them ind<>finitely, ond they would be eventually/,.•w••w 

within Iran to seek Elllpl.~nt and settle down. 

"' Finally, we have received reports that Turkey uy accecl1 

to a request that it open its bordor f~ transit ot unamed 

KllZ'ds t-:> Iran. t!e do not know, boweYer, whethel' thi1 l'epol't 

accurate or what time frame may be envisaged. P8l'bepa 

l\membassy Ankara can illuminate. 

4-- F'">l'egoing and :ll6la info provided t:aahi~ton via otbu 

channels cuggest there is little m no GOI disposition at 

this t!J~c to fol.lCK'1 up with Bagtxlad Barzani'a plN fOI' 

extrns1on deadline- As we see it, responsibility for 

extension of deadline rests prilllllrily with Iraqi G:wel'lllllnt 

as b".lrder closure date is tied to expiration of Iraq's 

Kuruish amnesty. Dept and Baghdad better judge than we 

whether direct LEG appeal to Ira!li Gover!'llllent feasible or 

d~sirab1e. If Dept wishes matter to be pursued with Iran, 

it: our :;u::lgcluicmt only effective m<'ans would be messege from 

_J 

-~·----s~q~~~!k~---·-·- -
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s. Given iJlportant l'Ol• we understand both Sadat and 

Bol.lllediena played in ancouregirv Iran/IraG agreE!l'r.:;11~, 

they appear to be in ttle beat position to prevail on 

&add• Hussein b gNllt ext8Rll1on of deadline, and 

Dept NY wi•h tt> coaaid• pursuirv thil opthn. 

L 
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l. SUWequent: to AllConBal 'l'alftz ...._,. meeti'!f with 

Benlilli repesent:atiw (Nftel), •- - l&9Q 7 with a&. Idr1 s I raqllP.S t 
Buzafti's son 1.dr1s in llllghedeh, Western .._,liaijm,/ tm.•is 

~:lid" 31!11i.la2' ~. saying t:!"..;t ICRC presence in :tt>f111e.-; 

Ca'lps "10\llcl ~~ep INnians f1'Cl!l ~c:oiµ-iilg Ku<'ds -to retu1'n to 

1:.'aq, He 'Jent f1Zl"tbe •1111 esk~ far. guaaat:H fl'Olll lfi or. 

1'~ I1'an Caa "8911: of llJ influence O!' pt'88SUM) that: thew 

1' 

--·1,.;ZL)· ----_--r..~-; .. -- 1'.J-r::7.::··~-~~-~- .. -;;-:--:fJ !\=~\·~\ ·-----
. l·!ll-.'l).LJ;~e<•:11p i 4/lCi<-::. : :?:.:.12 PO;,:iiC;·l:!.l.l.s 
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L'.J .. orced retl<l'n. lL1ti:11arm ·• ~p1ied· that such <in 

•end.on by US was not remotely possible. Idris ata<;:· 

.JJ. t;.mes that J<uiod'. jfa. dtspRsiil within Iran as 

-: ~.;:uction of their, ~tatus {and expressed bis vie~; 

lhJi; it Wa& th\il Unitei:f'~I ~nitarian duty to prevant; 

_;,is from bsppening. 

2" Idris CC!llllented t~t·-... resuit' 'Of the. tel'lllination of 

,·~iective Kul'tlish resist-. his f~th_er' s' P1'.E!Stig~ with 

'·iis peop1e had decl:ined. r• feai«i that without the 

Bol'zani family's leaderilbip the l'tu:tds. woul4 ~ at loose .... 
·' ''.'"'·.·.l . 

and might turn against anytme they biosiiad.f~:,.th8ir prcihlema. 
· . . · · ,. :1 ·: program 

Idris asked if tho us bad set up Xurdish ,~~l"li •• . >.~. -, . . . 
and was told no. He noted that Ge.iJl>.._.id.waa.,itVfehran 

April 7•9. 

3. Shah t:)l.d l!PI Niddle EiJst c01'1'88porif:entrM1cbael Xeats 

(protect) in in1::erv:tew Ap:..•il. 9 that" Iranian aid to Kurds 

had been cut oif '.;;cc;BU$Q t:ney were E1119"aged. in futil.e Stl'WJgle, 

He had not recen:::!.y seen Bl;lrzani,. who, Shah said, is not~ 

l.ivir•g nlilar Toh:rD'1 .::::i(: free ~ do what he wants and go 

"1ilel'ever he pleases. Shah did n:il; ~ect Barzani t:o J.(• 
:·'.~~:. 

1:ran-•11Where would he go, and to do whllt?n Drawing a 
~ ·!•· ' . ' .,. •if 

parallel. with t>alestinian refugees, Shah •said )(urds could no;: 

rznain indefinitely in camps ': because this W':>ul.d breed J.2,~r.n~.'· 

and hattea. ~a<ias said ·Shah addad that bacause Kurds w:i;c :)_;; 

·s.:c1l0 steel<. and language (sic) as Iran:'.ans, they could 0asir·" 

b~' ;:::;s:'.ni.l.atc-d :i.n I:ranian society •. 

48 



,. 1£1EGIW~ 
.llla.w.~ 

'--o-.-----.. ·----·-----, ...... ":<:'111111 

TAlll·3 

Ar.Ill 
DCM 
POl.·2 
£COW 
POLIN 
OR-2 
us ts 
CONr 
CilU 

POUCK 
.i\:~3 

18/lb 

~ 

lllO: 

.llec8ta te Wasll ,x: flriori '· .v 

Aa•"-1181 AJllrUi:;4it.J.°6/17 
Aa-bassy ~- 07/0f1. 
Aae11bassy Beirut 22/23 
US Mission Ganeva 02/0~ 
USUH 02/0:J 
Ameiabassy '.i.,:ihnm \ < w. 
Allconsulate h'.ho1·.•·:)m£~ 
VISCUIC1'UR 

Wi....._X 

.CJDDl1clent1a1 'l'abl'1z 1:1 

miM,~ 
~ Pl•S, .saw. ;: ~?.. 

'··'.'/' ) .. : 

lill~JH:t: Iraqi n:urds :i. \ l'.':l,?t: ~ii tva ·t:i1 1::·' 

... 
811111AJlY: .BirsS>resenta''·,-, ;,I' .~·;n,, .. •nl B."lr-· .. 
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------·-····-··" ·--· C'~"'''f'i ''k··. 

i:;d tue KilP 1611.dersllip have given up all thc;ught o.f. 
"t,;,.·( • 

-::ontinuina an armed _struggle; 2) tllat nkJ1 ·Jturds~re 

.,:xtremely bitter about Iran's cbanae of policy; :i)~at, 

~leadership.of 1"!11!11 KVP fears for its OWD IQLie~y 

should it retisrn to Iraq ,and that they are a~~o worrioc 

that large Di;fi•11811--0f Kurdish farmers will. be :forcibly 

resettled outside of Iraqi. 11.ur'distan shOuld they '1"et11rn; 

and 4) tba t they see Iranian policy moving :i.n !._ d:l.r;;><: 

Uon of scattering educated Kurds around Iran wlu.!e 

CJounting .lncreasinB pressure· ·on uneduc:::i.ted retllgees. to 
reection. 

l'<~turn to I~aq. J:r.X\l«!!!JL'C! Alppreciate i.lo;>artinantf .w:~·~" 

Jlsfandiar 
.ur ~ (protect), ;a .K.irciish surgeon p~ev.i.-Ju.o>Jy ,., 

: 
known to me ca111.e to 1'abr:Lz April b stl> t:tng ~bat Ile \HS 

. ·. . Nagh~d:;b. 

representing General .i:llirzani., now in ;,.ltf town of/N/iJflfC'Y.J!PP; 
- Asfand:Lar .,.· 
or.~ confil'IJled previous reports tba:i: all U"l1ting 

4'' 

bad ceasedo :Ue stated tilat ovt>r 5,00(• l:'esll JJeraia have 

__ surrend.ered to 1illlO Iraq:lie. 
' 

llany othet··3 nave ~ro·sl.ed oveJ: 
"\ ~,, 

into Iran. While sOllle individuala r.iay 'have l•tdden wttapous 

and bave hopes ot fighting, there are no l(,,jp pl~ns to 

co11'tinue *'°'war nor .were any weapons ':.eins retaine<I. 

All ~ Kurdish heavy weapons j n -~ h'lY"der area were 

<IUlllPed at liaji Cnnran anti have ~ll'E•DO:V ~)OOll '.!Ollected by 

~ixea lroqi-Algerj.an llliU. t1:>.ry group .vh~ •;Jl ente:l'ed lrlolC: 

l..ONF I JJ.l!Ji'l vu .. 
CBN•l-----·-· 
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I 'f. ~· ":. j 

·,_i3 feel that lraa is beginr. ... cllg :.:. •'c.lh:y ot . 

p;:,~ssure to inclua. 1- .-efUJ ;es_ tt:> .1i 1;,i,,-,, .. retux-n 

or, in *lul cast! 'of profession2 ls nn.:1 t··"c'rnicians, 

· : ·'" "" mm bOrder · ar_. and take jot·; i~ Ira·n lis SillllS 

·: .<·.h; piressure they cite 111.Kt fact tt;1 t aClliliDistra tion 

· ........ ,, :~·t, ti111es, ahd in cartain cai.ps, 

c.ne or two-mtys, that &urdish 

(:ir:.x;. "al l.ila t lrani1u: officials are 

''t•fur,oes to return while of.feriDc; 

i)··· -~.;; (l.' l ';1.1 t~ i(;J" '.0·u1.11:sili.p\ llC ~ording to iJr. 
J: •. · 

. ~1 ';'(~ : .. •/:") u•;·\ ., .. 1.'J'• i'o\ ~:\s!1 ln.> to t1old ,._ 

: ·1 ·: ,_,, .. ~ ~::map-s. t>."l{bf~·il;he:e. Hu~ is'~ ver_y reu). fea!"' 

• 1 ·1 ·; h·1npen to tbebt i.t tl.u3y rPt~Jl to Iraq. 

'" ,., ... ,,.,"! »ain.g executed an'J ta:niers being 
_J 

.1Jt;7 1.V.t.'N~.·iM. 
-~~···---·· 
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' , ·c:-~ vcr.y 11 t tle reliable inH n • ., t;i. un :\.s :?.-:>w COilling iD . 

. _,-__ . i·':~: 1:::-aqi side oi ~ bordE•r and tlds increases the 

,,_,,c_.:_1.>'.;; of fear and uncertainty. 1:>econu, ~Kurds 

i>c;l "i.eve (or are trying to believe·) ti.at ~ lran<> ·.l.raq:I. 

honeyn<e1011 of good relations will be shortli.vec.i aud tna.t 

T;•nn will eventually want to nutl1.e us1; ·of ~hocKurur; i::gain-

H11le t11e.v see DO prospect of renev:ec! fighting they th.i.nll 

'"'-: BL\ch 11 situation tligbt inc:r.ense ·;heir political 

::1,,i,~ht in dealing with Saghdad. 

,, - Giv~m~ above factors, General uarzani has requested 

'.i•c>t XitH UOO use its influence with *1t~ II.UC to ma1ntain 

•.ow level of assistance to the refui;ees and lience 

j_c_,,_>lati<m frOlb tdllft outs~.de wo:r."-' an~ r>s'"lil'l.c !.r:.in:ton 

.c: n anu l t should go l1ome, 

1\5randia!-
_, .:-;i.,.l.e<l that~ U;;G h"'"· ~~Y _;:::,. .. , tirH'~1'.' nut b(?(:l:\i 

,'! 

.' .. :ll 



6. ~: From vrec-y limited 11anta9~ point of '.i':"!;·.·i» 

it does All seem that cont:i!Uled invol.ll(':llent of ICRC 1,;.:r,i'J 

useful, even if not for exactly reasons given by Kud::; .. 

!f Kurdish fears Of p:Y.>r treatment antl pressure t:o ret1.1rn 

to Iraq matertalizE!, there will probably be press atteckn 

accusing Iran of mistreatment o:f a bet:!'ayed peol)le, and 

t:he U.S. could be accused of hav1.ng tu:('ned a bl lnd eye 

t':l such conditions. A low-level ICRC ~resence would 

pr~~ide internationally acceptable testimony of camp 

conditions which, t':> date, have been c;uite !;;:>Od. Further, 

if B;;ghcJed does not apply extremely hE:::>sh ar:d reP'!'e::isi.ve 

•:1c.;i:;u~·;a to ret:u:rneec, then ICRC repor'cs t':l refugees of 

.:;ctt•.al conditions in Iraq might well halp persuade lamje 

nm.•bars of refugees to retui•n to Iraq in not too disi:ont 

foture, This W':luld largely defuse refllgee si·ei.1.:ition md 

1.ciOuld als::> lessen requests f::>r US to .e;ecept l<:il'!JC m1.'!1b::r:; 

-::if Z't?i'ugaes. If Department concl.'.,'S '!.;: tld.!J belief d:a<: 

' ~· · ... 
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5 
',;..• 

its assbtence to Ku1'Cls (Geneva 2398) cle.~~-·ly 1.e-'IN: 

Alge1~:i.<11;<, r::ould ;,::.; he.!.piul in Ul'!]ir.g J:~aq:;.s tQ ;;ir•-'28 '''l 
l'ZCorfjjnonded 

limited 1C:~e P~'~.::...·:< 1·:.r.'.~ just as ~1tbassy/~~:~T11~¥"::·:-::~ t.~(:.::~J.i ·::.!.": 

that Soo.;t ar.::l B::ii.'1.i:Jdlcne c:>uld ba hel1lfol i.n ohtaini.nLf 
refugee 

e:rt:ension c:f d~ad.line on/uziial m:>veir~~nt:s ilCt'Oss Il.,cr.·<~:i:'.;(: 

OJNFT.Df:N?:<:':'. 
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1. '~" .Jl.l.T I. r•IOlll.IT'Y • CC.Jo,iT"'-T 

.\re:i R"al'tlon Lo Kurdish Activity (U) 4 JR, 17., 'IU 

10 l.oLLiCTiC~·~ 
______ _. ____ ------ .. 

1t INl'OIU .. ATIOH 

Sit DISTR!BUf!ON LIST SEE DISTRIBUTil)lil'!LIST 

A. (C) RF.QUI RE~IENTS: 

1. (C) \.That impact are evacuations, resettlements, and complete Ccsf ruc:ti.011 1lf 
old Kurdish villages in Iraq having on Kurdish attitude toward Iraq/IranL 11 gowni. '"''" 

2. (C) What .1re Trall' .current and future plans regarding participation ,..j th Ti:.r; 
1n operations "&"inst the .is? What is the reaction of the Iranian Kurdish po~ul.or: · 
to Iran's cooperntion with Iraq against the Iraqi Kurds? 

3. (C) What is the Iraaian assessrni>nt of Iraq's ability to control Kurdish 
activity? 

4.· (C) Whai: is the possibility of covert Iranian support to the i!artl~11J"r 
>:11rdish groups? Which Kurdish factions is Iran presently supporting ac,d by '•!:.1t 
, ~i ·;irn; /r::iPthods? 

5. (C) To what extent does 'the Kurdi~h affili.1tf"" "11•1 1•1e Tr,.qi r·, 
p,,,ty Affect the 'stability of the present Ir<1qi l<>Y,i' ~? 

,_•ii st 

6. (C) Are Kurds trusted in the Ir.•qi nlllt.ny ~.id r .. r.;-r.dli~aty tmits? To 
•·hiah units are they assigned and what kind~· of 1nl•;slons do they receive? !.'hat 
restrictions are placed upon Kurds draft_ed within the Iraqi military?• 

7. (C) What steps have the Iranian and Turkish Governments· taken t.o control 
r'kjr KurJjsh populations? 

8 .. t1'.At is t'.,~ t"l1d:>nt to the security of NW Iran as a n~sult of J::urdi~ .. h ..... ~!. i \Ii 

; n Lhis ;lr(~a? ~11at st f"ps is I ran taking to preclude any kind of ros ti] e K11rdi sh 
activity in Ixanian Kuul.l'itan? 

9. (C) llhat forelr:n "sslstance are the Kurds r"cPivinl'? 

10. (C) To wh:1t cx,lt:ilt .will rPrent Kurdish activity affect Iranian/Ira.qi rPLH ;< 1-. 
,.~·;,;;._.·CM;_;~.;:;;-·- -· --- \4. A~ .. OV\.0 f"Olll COLL• .. /_) ,• .!_ -· ·•· ··-· 

,.' ""j---'J c..A:;.r·-c-,t' ""· ..,,,.:-~.r41,, ~-rr. __ 

:W~lE DA~l B. SIBBET, MAJ, USAF. 
Chief, Requirer.ients Ac:ty Dep. Dir. for Hurr.an RPsOur.::es 

l ... -·L 0
., .. ·;,c..-~-.-~,,-•• cl"iiss:---by Dl.-1/03-3, SubJ. to b~nera ec ass., c~ea~.e . ·xJc:-, : .. :, "j!. 

lH.5?, Autc;·:atically [':';;n9raded-.at 2 yr. Intervals, Declassified on 31 :::ec: 1994. 

; r) : ~~i ... ~" 1 :~G!-f ------- "· <-.c"o"~!·F·1n~ur1.~,_--.-. __ ,] """''"Ul l:ITION O• .... •0•11 . ..:i 
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TR, I 7, llj 

I. (C) ;~ecPnt tf'porting has indicated exp.,11r'1 d Tr:::ii.tn · d T1 r1i 1 •'• ,• 11 ;,,n 
i 11 1·ontrnllfng Kllrdish ,,rtivity. It ls expectPd 1!1dt s11ch 1·(l1· 11··r .. 1 i.i11 .... ·iJl ,, i1 i .1.~ 

p.,(ticularly in TPspui1~;e to in,·rcas,·d cor:j:nmfst ~11pport of ,·.,11.·in !\nr•;i"h 1•l,.1-;11s. 

2. (C) These u_•q11in~rnc-11ts c:mnut be rPlcn~:c>d 10 fort•if;n ~;1,.·1•ro;·,~nts. Di•;1·r11•t 

u~;e of this fnforpv1t·fun rnay be made by col]eclors in ronf,lrt ... .-ith fn11·ign 11 . .i iu~.11$ 
only as pn~scribt~d in p.n<1.gr;iph 16.h., P.:i.rt Four, \'olur:P. IT, Df.\}t. ~8--2. 

3. (U) 
JJTA, ATTN: 

Request that one copy of 
DB-3Cl, Uas!1l11eton, D.C. 

D , ~~~"., 13 6 Sc 

P<..ch ri:~puit'>P.: 11 q 11il•'1 • ·11t ·; L.~ 

/fl Jlll • 

f ?. 
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I 1c NO III 
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to control its Kurdish population and the activities of Kurd refugees from Iraq. 
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22. DETAILS: (C/NOFORN) 

Since the 1975 collapse of the Kurdish guerilla effort in Iraq, some 150,000 
Kurd refurgees have entered Iran. To the great relief of the GO!, the vast 
majoritr of this number have been either settled in other countries(including 
the USA) or have readily accepted assimilation in Iran. Some 65% of the Iraqi 
Kurd refugees remaining in Iran(30,000) have found permanent jobs; the others 
have part-time jobs or have not been resettled. GO! policy towards these refugee~ 
has been to cooperate with joint GO!-Kurd committees to handle problems, and 
allow Kurdish resettlement where jobs are available.Jobs are available in most 
Iranian cities. The refugees are not allowed to settle in provinces on the Iraq 
border. 

Source reported that IDRIS BARZ AN I, dissident Kurd leader residing 
in Iran stated that an unnamed GO! official told him(October 1977) to stop 
contacting compatriots in Iraq and to stop sending them reinforcements, BARZANI 
den{ed these activities were taking place, The same GO! official reportedly 
stated that all Kurds caught violating border controls would be turned over to 
Iraqi authorities. Source reported that Kurd observers believed Iranian enforce
ment of that policy would ease. GO! has repeatedly opposed any forced 
repatriation to Iraq, 

Most recent Source information reports border cooperation between Iran and Iraq 
is very close. Iran is curbing the activities of Kurdish refugees under its 
jurisdiction closer than ever, Source also reports that it appears Iranian 
restrictions on Iraqi Kurd·ish leaders parallel the Iraqi stance towards the 
activities of Iranian Shite Moslem dissident A Y A T 0 L L A A L K H 0 M E
I N I. 

Concerning Iranian policy towards its own Kurdish population, Source reports 
that Kurdish tribal leaders in the Tabriz area face inevitable decline of their 
authority due to GO! attempts to assimilate their people, Land reform in the . 
area has effected the Kurdish population, One negative effect has been to dilutE 
tribal power so it is difficult to put effective pressure on GO! organizations 
on such matters as road construction,irrigation and agricultural policy. 
Kurdish leaders do not trust the GO! because they feel the government is 
deliberately trying to destroy the Kurd nomad culture. Kurdish land holders 
are losing labor to the cities, Some land holders themselves in the area spend 
up to half the year in cities, The Kurd leaders also feel this GO! •pol~cy" wil 
succeed. 

ORIGINATOR'S COMMENTS: (C/NOFORN) The Iranian Government policy toward the 
Kurds fs one of assimilation. It consists of diluting the power of the tribal 
society through the lure of economic attraction in the cities, Meanwhile its 
policy towards the Iraqi refugees seems to have the same basis. In addition, 
Source's linkage of Iran's Kurdish policy with Iraqi policy concerning AYATOLLA 
AL. KHOMEINI point to future change due to the recent trip by KHOMEINI to 
France places him beyond Ira~i control. 
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C 0 N F I D E N T 1 A L 

P 011415Z FEB 79 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE l"SHDt PRIORITY 3628 
RUFHGV/USMISSION GENEVA 0635 
ZEN AMCONSUL TABRIZ 
INFO RUEHCR/USINT BAGHDAD 1008 
IT 

,C 0 N F.I D E N T I A L TEHRAN 01649 

E.O. 120t:5: GtS 2-1-86 (STEMPEL, J.J:.) OR-P 
TAGS: CVIS, SRF.F, PINS, IR, IZ 
SUBJECT: (LOU) KURI:ISH R~FUGEES IN IRAN 

REF: STATE 25114 (NOTAL) 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT) 

CHRGE 
APPRV 
DRFT!' 
CLEAR 
tISTF. 

2. SUMMARY: KURDISH SITUATION IN IRAN HAS UNtOJBTEtLY 
BEEN AFFECTED NEGATIVELY BY FRESENT DISORDERS. KURDISH 
REPRESENTATIVE RECENTLY PASSED US COPY OF LETTER TO UNHCR 
URGING GREATER EFFORT c~ BF.HALF or IURtISH REFUGEES. NOT
WITHSTANDING ABOVE, IT DOES NOT SEEM TO US THAT KURDS HAVE 
BEEN ANY MORE ADVERSELY AFFECTED THAN OTHER MINORITIES. 
SUCH AS JEWS AND BAHAIS AND PROBABLY LESS. GIVEN RECENT 
ARRIVAL OF AYATOLLAH IHOMEINI, WE THINI IT MIGHT BE USEFUL 
FOR UNSCR REPRESENTATIVE TO COME TO TEHRAN TO LOOK NOT ONLY 
AT KURDISH PROBLEM BUT INTO POTENTIAL REFUGEE PROBLEMS 
AMONG OTHER GROUPS. END SUMMARY. 

3. (URDS, ALONG WITH OTHERS, HAVE DEFINITELY BEEN AFFECTED 
NEGATIVELY BY RECENT U•H EST IN Il!AN. IURDS HAVE 
PARTICIPATED IN BOTH PRO- AND ANTI-GOVERNMENT RALLIES IN 
WESTERN IRAN AND HAVE SUFFERED VIOLENCE ALONG v:~H OTHERS. 
IURJ:ISH REPRESENTATIVE ALI-SULIAMAN VISITED WITH CONSUL 
GENERAL RECE~TLY AND PROVIDED COPY OF LETTER SENT BY 
BARZ!NI GROUP TO UNHCR (BEING POUCHED HA AND IRN) CALLING 
FOR MORI ASSISTANCE FOR KURDISH REFUGEES IN BOTH IRAN AND 

. IRAQ. 

f. IMPORTANT POINT IS THAT KURDS HAVE SUFFERED ALONG WITH 
OTHERS AND HAVE PROBABLY NOT RPT NOT BEEN AS BADLY AFFECTED 
AS SOME CTHER MINORITY GROUPS, NOTABLY B!HAIS ANt JEWS. 
WHILE NOT WISHING TO MINIMIZE DIFFICULTIES OF REFU~EES IN 
COUNTRY UNDERGOING POLITICAL UNREST, IT SEEMS FAIR TO SAT 
THAT KURDS !RF PROBABLY NOT RPT NOT IN AS GREAT A DANGER 
AS OTHERS. TREY ALSCI HAVE EXISTING KURDISH DEMO[;!iA!IC 
PARTY ORGANIZATION TO HELP THEM, WHICH HAS BEEN WORKING 
ON REFUGEE PROBL!~S FOR FOUR YF\RS AND IS UNDOUBTEDLY 
BEHINJ: CAMPAIGN IN U.S. \ND ELSE~HERE TO DO MORE FOR 
KURDS. PCLITICAL UNREST IN IRAN THUS BECO~ES NATURAL 
OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW KURDISH LOBBYING EFFORT. 

s. HAVING SAit ABOVE, fi0WEVER, WE BELIEVE IT WOULr !E 
POTENTIALLY VERY USEFUL lOR UNHCR TO GET A MAN OUT HERE 
ON THE SCENE. TOtAY'S ARRIVAL OF AYATOLLAH IHCMEINI MAY 
WFLL USHER I~ A PERIOD OF DECREASED TOL~RATIO~ FOR ALL 
~ORITIES, INCLUDIN~ iW.RDS AND FOREIGNERS. ?RES ENCE OF 

UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE COULD PROVItE REMINDER TO IRANIANS 
62 

TEHRAN 164S 

STATE 2-1-79 
t::'l:C'rn;n.~ 
POL:Jrsr·~r!L:lAB 
POL::;i;u; P!l~.l{IS 
P:;I.-3 A,~ ICM 
UON-2 ''" US ICA 
OR SHIR :~ 
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C 0 N F I D E ~ T I A L 

OF WORLt CO~CERN OVER MINCRITIES (INCLULING KURtlSH 
REFUGEES) AN~ F~FRC!SE GE~1LE PR~SSUR~ ON POLITIC~L SJSTE~ 
TC MITIGATE EXCESSES. AT MC~ENT, U.S. IS ILL-PlACFt TO 
LOBBY FOR ~U?rISE RfFU3EES AND, FRANKLY, ~i THI~K OUR 
LIMITED POLITICAL CAPITAL MI~HT BE 1FT~ER USED FOR OTHER 
GRCUPS. SUCH CGNSTRAI~T~ WCUlt ~OT RPT NO~ APPLY TO 
U~HCR VISITOR.WHO COULD ~A~E GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF WirE
RA~GE CF PCTENTIAL PROBLEMS. WE ~ou~r. OF COURSE, BE 
HAPPY TO COOPERATE WITH SUCH A VISIT. 

4. EMBASSY IS ATTE~PTING TO REC)NTACT flLI-SULAl~lN !Nt 
~ILL PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION LATER. SULLIVAN 
fT 
#1649 
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UNNNVV ES~641BRt225 
C<i) RU\VMlif< 
DE RUEHC #7613 0330330 

---c 0 N F I D E N T I A YO iJ 10 ~ 
I~~-Z VY CCC CC ZZ H 

0 P 02£034 Z FEB 79 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO RUFH3V/USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE 2602') ,d>'' 
INFO RUC:MHR/Af'!EMBASSY TEHl<AN PRIORITYT172'.kt': ·-y, 
RUEHCR/USINT BAGHDAD 9815 <:,/ "'-~~ \; 
B'f <' .; r~-~'-\) \-:9 
C 0 N F I D E NT I A 1- STATE 027613 ~~""() \)~ ., INFO: 

""-"" ,,,,.. 

0 

Ai'lb 
,\1\ ... -·.I~" ! ~ DCM 

.. ~· / 7 ~iWle ......... 
TAGS:CV rs, 9lEF, PINS, IR ' -~, .. - .... --" /' 

L o. 12eC5: N/A 

SUBclf.C":·::<URDISH REFUGEES; POSSIBLE INTERNAT _;; ',A~· 
P.SSISTANCE 

REF: EPJ'~AN 01649 

I. t-:ISSION IS F:ECLIESTED 70 DISCUSS WITH ICRC AND UNHCR 
1-'i1AT PU~IS THEY llf>. E TO ASSIST IRAQI-KURDS AND OTHER 
MH'CRITIF.S THREATEtiED BY THE CURRENT SITUATION IN IRAN. 

2. ''·": U'JERSTAND ICRC HAf' "1AINTAINED AN OFFICE IN TEHRAN. 
COULD ITS DELEGATES THERE ASSIST IRAQI-KURDS AND OTHER 
~;I!IOF. IT !ES WHO ~AY SEEK TO LEAVE IRAN? 

3. DOES UNHCR HAVE A REPRESENTATIVE IN IRAN, OR r,vULD IT 
SEliD Oi:E TO ASSESS CURRENT SITUATION AS IT AFFECT::. IRAQI
CLROS At:D OTHERS? 

4. SHOL:LD BE Ul:D£HSTOOD THAT THIS MESSAGE IS NOT SUGGESTING 
ANY PA TICULAR ACTION AT THIS TIME. WE WOULD HOWEVER 
APPRECI!'.TE INFO ON WHAT THE TWO ORGANIZATIONS MAY BE DOING 
OR PLA:i TO DO. VANCE 
ET #7613 C 0 N F I D E N T I A L 

64 

CH RON RS 



p ~61416Z FEB 79 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO. RUEHC/SECSTATE ·.~AS~DC 1-RIORITY "!7~ .. 2 
INFO ZEN/AMCONSUL TABRIZ 
RUFHG'l/USMISSICN :}E~EH rr:::e 
RUEHCR/USINT BA3HDAr 1723 
RUQMGU/AMEMBASSY AN•ARA 4~?4 
RUEHDM/AMEMBASSY D~~AS~US e711 
RUFHAU/A~EMBASSY VIENNA C?S3 
BT 
c 0 N F I D E N T I A L SECTIC~ 01 T!.HRA~ e1Rc9 

E.C. H065: GtS 2-6-P6 (STEMPEL, J.f.' OR-P 
TAGS: cvrs, SREF, PINS, IR, IZ 
SUBJECT: ILOU) T{URDISH SITUATION 

t
!l ''(;E 
D""'R'J . l 

RF"fD 
L>"IR t •.. 

LlSTn 

REF: A. TEHR!N 1649 (~OTAL), B. STATE 27613 (NCTALl, 
C. STATE 25114 'NCTAL), C. BAGHCAL 26' (NOTALI, E. GE~EVA 
1889 (NOTAL) 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. SUMMARY: KURDISH DEMOCRATIC PARTY (T{DPl REPRESENTA11V~ 
ALI-SULAIMAN CCNFIRMFL OESERVATICNS (REF Al 7~AT KUHLS 
WERE SUFFERING ALONG WITH OTHERS FROM RECENT !RANIA~ 
VIOLENCE. HE ALSO rESCaJBFL ATTEMP7FL ASSASSI~ATIC\ r? 
MASSOUD BARZANI IN VIEN~A 15 DAYS A~O AND PUS~Fr HARD ~o~ 
AFFIRMATIVE U.S. RESPONSE ON NE~ T{URDISR REFU~EE.PRO~~·~· 
ALI-SULAIMAN SAIL TALAEANI FACTION ~AS GROWI~G STRC~GFR 
AND MADE USUAL PLEA FOR U.S. HELP ON BEHALF OF PARZANI 
GROUP. ACTION REOUESTEr: R!PLY TO SULAIMAN"S ~~iRY o~ 
ANY NEW {URDISH RtFUGEE PROGRAM THAT WASHI\GTON MIGHT 
CONTEMPLATE (PARA 6 BELOW). ALSO, !lBPLY TO OUR SUGGl'S'l ION 
THAT UNHCR ANI MORE ACTIVE ICRC REPRESENTATICN HERE ~0Ult 
BE HELPFUL. 

3. KDP REPRESENTATIVE ALI-SULAIMAN CALLEL O~ POLOFF 1F? 3 
TO REV!!~ ~URDISR SITU!TION, iHICH HE H'D PARTI,LLY 
DISCUSSED WITH CONSUL-GENERAL SEVER~L DAYS EARLIER. ALI
SULAIMAN CONFIRMED THAT ~uRrs ARE SUFFERl~G AS A RESUIT CF 
RECENT VIOLENCE AND POLITICAL U~REST WRICH HAS GR'PPEL 
IRAN. AS FUEL OIL SUPPLIES HAVE GONE ro~~ ANL FACTORIES 
CLOSED, KURDISH iORKERS, ALONG WITH OTHERS. HAVE BECOME 
UNEMPLOYEC. THERE HAS BiE~ NO DIRECT DISCRirINATION 
IN THIS PROCESS, BUT AS MANY ~UR~S WERE "LAST-HIREt··, 
THEY HAVE ALSO BEN "FIRST-FIRED ... GOI RELIEF PAY'1"~1".'S 
TO KURDS VIRTUALLY CEASFL AT EEGINNl~G OF MOHARfiAM 
(DEC 2, 1978), AND RESULT~~T CO~FUSIO\ HAS LE?! MAN! 
!URDISH REFUGEES WIT90CT USUAL HA~DJUT. ~D? HAS 1RIE~ 
TO HELP OUT, BUT IT CANNCT CC EVFRYTEING. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO OUESTIO~ WHETHER ~U~DS BID FEEN 
LISCRIMINATEL AGAINST MORE THA~ CT~ERS, ALI-SUJAJ~\\ Alt 
THFY, AS ALL FOREIGNERS, HAD FELT '~R~ BR~ftm~ ~F IRI~ A\ 
XENOPBCBIA. IT CIPENIFL YERY ~UCR ON LOCAL co~LITIO~ 
AND LOCAL OFFICIALS. ~AN! WERE TOL;~ANT ~~r ~ElPF~~; 
SO~E iERE NOT. . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

5. IN PASSING, ALI-SULAIMAH CFSCRIBEt ATTEMPTFf 
ASSASSINATION OF MASSOUD BARZAN!, SON OF Gl~lRAL RARZ~Nl, 
IN VIENNA JUST OVER TW~ WEE~S AGO. MASSOUD ANC TWO 
FRIENDS WERE RIDING JN ~ CAR WRFN MEN IN ANOTHER VEHICl~ 
ATTACKED THEM WITH GUNS. MASSOUD ESCAPED HARM, HUT TWO 
FRIENCS WERE WOU~CEC. AFTER TREY RECOVEREI, AUSTRIAN 
FOLICE FOILEC SECOND ATTE~FT AT AIRPORT WHILE ~ASSOUD 
AND HIS FRIENDS WERE LEAVING. ALr-sryLAIMAN SAID {DP 
SOURCES BELIEVFC ECTH ATTEMPTS WERE WORK OF IRAOI 
INTELLIGENCE. . 

6. CITING ABOVE PROBLEMS, ALI-SULAIMAN SAIC HE RAC HEARL 
NO MORE ABOUT POSSIBLE NEW KURDISH REFUGEE PROGrtA~ BY 
U.S. WAS THERE GOING TO BE A NEW PROGRAM OR NOT? EM]OFF 
REPLIED HE HAD HEARD NOTHING BUT WOUID ~UERY iASHI~GTCN. 
(DEPT-HA: PLEASE CONSIDER YO~RSELF QUERIED.. WOULD 
APPRECIATE STATUS REPORT ON KURLISH RF.!UGEE PROGRA~.) 
ALI-SULAIMAN SAID MANY KURDS WISHED TO GO TO U.S., EVEN 
THOSE WHO HAD BEEN SET1LEC. EMBOFF EXPRESSED SYMPATHY 
WITH THEIR POSITION AND NOTED OTHER MINCRITIES WFPE HAVI~G 
PROBLEMS, TOO. ALJ-SULAIMAN SAID HE ~IS~ED ~URt!SH LOBPY 
IN U.S. ~AS AS EFFECTIVE AS SCMF OTHERS. EMBCFF RFPLIEL 
DRYLY IT HAD NOTHIN~ TO BE ~SHA~fD OF. 

7. ALl-SULAIMAN REFEATEt HIS USJAL COMMF~TS ABOUT THE 
JALAL TALABANI FACTION GROWING STRO~~L~ AT BARZANI'S 

.EIFENSE ANt SAit IRACI-TUR~ISH FaONTIER IS NOW PRETTY 
WELL POPULATED BY BARZA~I GROUPS, WHIL~ TALAHAKJ HAL 
SHIFTED AROUND TO THE IRAN-IR'O BORDER, WHERE rn~ SOURCES 
INSIST HE IS GITTING El'LP FRCM JRANIA:J TULH Gl1CllPS. 
(COMMENT: FIRST TIME WE HAVE HEARD TEIS, BUT WOULD 
WELCOME COMMENTS FROM OTHERS. TALABANJ FORCES WEHE BLA~£n 
FOR ONE CU?IOUS IUREISH ATTACV ON A GENLARMERI1 FCST A 
COU?LE OF WEE~S AGO, BUT THAT INCIDENT HAS NEV1R BEEN 
EXPLAINE:C.) 

8. FOR STATE: REF C SUG3~STS PERHAPS EXTENT OF 
EISORGANIZATICN IN IRAN NOT fCLLY APPRECIATED Bf AIL 
BT 
#1869 
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p 061416Z FEE 79 
FM A~SM5ASSJ TrE;A~ 
10 RUE98/SECSTATF ~A3HIC ?RIOR!TY 2794 
!NFC Zi~IA~ccN:L; TABRIZ 
RUFEGV/US~ISSIU\ 1~NEV? 06Z9 
RUEHC3/USINT EA;HDAD 1824 
RUOM;U;A~tM~A~~y A~!ARA 4225 
RDEqD~/A~E~1ASSY DAMAS:us r712 
RUFHAU/AMEM3ASSY VIENNA 07P4 
BT 
C 0 N F l D E N T 1 A L ~ECTION 22 TEHRAN 71EG9 

OFFICES IN DEPARTMENT. REGRET ~E HAVE ~OT REPORTED MO?E 
SPECIFICALLY ON THIS BEFORE. HO~EVER, UNDP, WHICH HANDLES 
ADMIN!STRATICN FCR UhHrR. HAS VIPTUALLY CTGSEt ro~N A~I 
SENT ~OST C~ l~S STAiV JUT OF T~I 20ilNTRY; U~PCR OF~!Ci 
ITSELF ICES ~CT AN~~ER ITS TELEFHC~~s A~r UNiiCR HAS NC 
REPRESE~TATI1E HERE NOW. WE HAV~ NOT ~ADE CONTACT /ITH 
ICRC REPS HF5E I~ CHAOS OF PAST 1HREE-FOUR ~ONTHS BUT 
ARE PLEAS~D TC HEAR (REF C) THAT THEY STILL RETAIN A 
PRESENCE. T9EY ~AVF ~OT SOU1UT US OUT (~W~EVA ,!~HT 
WISH Tc·ro SCMFT~ING A~OUT THIS IF IT WOULt BE USFFCL.l. 
FOP PAST T~O MO~THS PARTICULARLY. VAST MAJORITY OF THOSE 
REMArnI~G 'lFRE EGNO:~ED DO'A'N AND CC~Ci':N"l':lA'JED o~ {EEPl~G 
THEIR C~N GLUTEI MAXIM! I~TACT RATHER THAN EXTENtl~G 

LIMI~s OF THEIR ~A~rATE3. CONLITIO~S MADE ~O~E DIFFICULT 
BY SITUATION I~ ~OST MINISTRIES, WHERE CO~TENII~G 
FACTIONS HAVE HkOUGFT .. NCRMAL .. C0NTA:TS lNL ~CRK TO A 
HALT. THIS IS Ll{ELY TO CONTINU~ FOR ~EXT FEV ~EEKS. 

9. PEkbAPS MOST USEiUL THING ~~}f CA~ 10 AT T~IS POINT 
15 S~'f,\1PLATt: '7f1I\:.\U .. G- IN ICRC A\I, t1~'.H~H E'i~~D OF?I·':tS AND 
PRO~CTV APRIVAL CF GNHCR PEPRfS~~TATIVF ~fF Al WriO MIGHT 
HAVE SO~E FFESiO~ OF M01EME~T ~~~T ~EE~ OH WEEK AFrtR 
(If Sl'l'UATIO~ llFi1F PER~;JTS). ~HATYVER G:;o·;~D'•'OR\ IS 
REQUIREP FOR MCRF GE~ERCUS U.S. TH~ATMFNT IF ALL ~l~C;ITY 
AND FO~E!GN REFUGEES WEO MIGHT R~ EXITI~G IRAN DVE~ ~FXm 

FE~ MONTHS SHGULC BE STARTEI NO~. SULLIVAN 
BT 
#18€9 
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E.O. 12065: GDS 3/5/85 ( TOMSETH, VICTOR L.) OR -p 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, PGOV , SOCI, IR 

SUBJECT: KURDISH PARTICUALRLIST ACTIVITIES 

1. C-ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. SUMMARY: THE FALL OF THE BAKHTIAR GOVERNMENT AND CURRENT 

WEAKNESS IS TEHRAN HAS LED TO A RESURGENCE OF PARTICUALRIST 

SENTIMENT AMONG IRANIAN KURDS. FOR THE MOMENT, THE KURDISH 

LEADERSHIP IS PROCEEDING CAUTIOUSLY, INSISTING' THAT ITS 

DEMANDS ARE ONLY FOR AUTONOMY WITHIN THE IP.ANIAN NATION. 

HOWEVER, THE LAEDSHIP HAS INDICATED THAT IT IS SERIOUS IN 

ITS OBJECTIVES AND THAT IRANIAN KURDS WILL FIGHT, IF NECESSARY, 

TO REALIZE THEM. IN A MAJOR SHOW OF STRENGTH MARCH 2, 

200,000 DEMONSTRATED IN MAHABAD. THE GOVERNMENT HAS FOLLOWED 

A POLICY OF VACILLATION WHICH REFLECTS BOTH ITS PRESENT 

INABILITY TO ASSERT ITS AUTHORITY IN KURDESTAN AND ITS FEAR 

THAT THE MOVEMENT MAY HAVE FAR-REACHING CONSEQUENCES • END 

SUMMARY. 

3. THE FALL OF THE BAKHTIAR GOVERNMENT WAS QUICKLY FOLLOWED 

BY A RESURGENCE OF PARTICULARIST SENTIMENT IN THE LARGE AREA 

ALONG IRAN'S BORDER WITH IRAQ INl!ABITlW BY THE 3. 5 MILLION 

STRONG IRANIAN KURDISH MINORITY. REPORTS OF UNREST IN THE 

REGION PROMPTED BOTH THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF MEHDI 

13AZARGi>.N AND AYATOLLAL KHOMEINI TO DISPATCH l>-ELECATIONS TO 

THE KURDS, BEADED BY MINISTER OF LABOR AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS 

DARIOUSH FOROUHAR AND DR. MEHDI MOHAMMAD MOKRI, RESPECTIVELY, 

TO DI:TER:1INE THE SOURCES OF THE UNREST AND TO DO WHATEVER 

POSSIBLE TO NlP IT IN BUD. THE PROBLEM FOR BOTH THE 

PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT AND KHOMEINI, HOWEVER , IS THAT THE 

KURDS HAVE SHREWDLY SEEN THAT THE COLLAPSE OF THE MILITARY 
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AND THE EM!'<SCULATION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES MEAN 
THAT FOR THE MOMENT TEHRAN CAN DO LITTLE TO CHECK KURDISH 
DEMANDS, FOR AUTONOMY OR TO PREVERNT DE FACTO IMPLEMENTATION OF 

SOME ASPECTS OF THEIR PROGRAM. 

4. BUT DESPITE THE RELATIVE STRENGTH OF THEiR CURRENT POSITION, 

KURDISH LEADERS SEEM INCLINED TO PROCEDE CAUTIOUSLY. THE MAIN 

GROUP, CONSISTING OF THE KURDISH DEMOCRATIC PARTY (KDP) 

AND THE FOLLOWERS OF SHEIKH EZZEDIN HOSSEINI, THE IMAM JOMEH 

OF MAHABAD, HAS BEEN TAKING THE LINE THAT THE KURDS WANT ONLY 

AUTONOMY WITHIN THE IRANIAN STATE. ON MARCH 1, ABDUL 

RAHMAN QASSEMLOU, SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE KDP, CLAIMED THAT 

TALK OF A SEPARATIST MOVEMENT HAD BEEN STARTED BY ELEMENTS 

WISHING TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE CURRENT CONFUSED STATE IN 

IRAN AND WHICH HAVE CONTRACT WITH CERTAIN UNSPECIFIED FOREIGN 

NATIONS. QASSEMLOU SAID THAT THE KDP BELIEVES THAT FOREIGN 

RELATIONS, NATIONAL DEFENSE, FINANCIAL AFFAIRS AND LONG

TERM ECONOMIC PROJECTS MUST REMAIN UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 

THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT HE ADDED THAT PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS, 

HOWEVER, SHOULD BE LEFT TO THE PROVINCES, AND SPECIFICALLY 

CITED POLICIES RELATING TO LOCAL ADMINISTRATION, CULTURE, 

AND EDUCATION IN THIS REGARD. 

BT 
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Hll~;sElNJ HAS TAKEN A SIMILAR LINE ON MARCH 4 HE SAID THAT 

m: BEL I ~VLC! THAT IF THE KURDS WERE GIVEN THE AUTONOMY THEY 

:,iu; SEEKINC; , IRMI' S INDEPENDENCE WOULD IN FACT BE 

STHENTJIENElJ SINCE " THE ENENMIES OF' THE NATION WOULD NOT BE 

l\BLE TO CONSPIRE IN THE NAME OF THE KURDISH PEOPLE." ON 

SEVEkAL OCCASIONS, HOWEVER, HOSSEINI HAS EXPRESSED DOUBTS 

rlll\T THE CENTHl'.L GOVEHNMENT WILL SHOW THE STATESMANSHIP 

1'1c(.lU I '.<EU '.1'0 HE SOLVE THE ISSUE. ON MARCH 4 HE EXPRESSED FEARS 

Tiii\'!' l'EUl'LE AROUND KHOMEINI MAY NOT BE KEEPING HIM FULLY 

LNJ'OEME!J Of EVENTS IN KURDESTAN. HE SAID THAT HE WAS CONFIDENT 

'1%\T THE AYl\TOLLAH WOULD BE PREPARED TO RECOGNIZE THE RIGHTS 

Ol' THE KUEDS, BUT WENT ON TO WAEN THAT IF THE BAZARGAN 

GOVEHNMENT OR ANY OTHER GOVERNMENT WHICH MIGHT SUCEED IT 

DID NOT HEED THE DEMANDS Of THE I<UEDISH PEOPLE, THAT THERE 

WOULD BE T!lOIJBI,E. HE PROMISED THAT HIS FOLLOWERS WOULD ATTEMPT 

TO REALIZE TIJEIR GOALS THROUGH PEACEFUL MEANS, BUT DID NOT 

RULE OUT 'l'JJE: POSSIBILITY OF ARNED STRUGGLE. AS AN INCENTIVE 

TO THE GOVEP.hMENT TO BI: FOl<THCOMlNG, THE KDP, TOO, HAS 

HELD OUT THE POSSIBILITY THA'r INTRANSIGENCE ON TEHRAN'S PART 

WOULD ONLY RESULT IN LEADE;,SHIP OF THE JURDISH MOVEMENT 

DEVOLVING UPON YOUNG HADICALS. 

6. l''l MA,TnR DEMONSTRl\TlON IN MAHABAD ON :!~HCH 2 THE KDP 

JSSUJ·:n f, S\Vi'EMENT T!l/IT SUMMED I.If Tlli: KURDISH POSI'I'ION. 

THE S'i':,TEME1.:T TNCL[.;Df:D TUE FOLL.OW1NG POll,·1·s: 'rHE BOUNDARIES 

Of nrRDE.ST/\~' ,,tl(![J.L,i) BE DE'l'Eh~11NED Di THE KURDISH PEOPLE AND 

CJ•lU1,1.J Thl\£ lNTO C'ONSIDERJl.T~GN HISTORICAL, ECONOMIC AND 

c;1mGRAl'IJI1 M. CC1"JDITIONS. CGMMENI': THE LATTER NEANS THAT THE 

Klli<DS PP.E L/,YING CLl\lM T() l\ MUCH LARGER ARE!\ THAN THE PROVINCE 

OF KURUE~iTl\N l TSEI.F. THE KURDISH HOMELAND WOULD INC.L.UDE 

THAT PECJ'TlN•'°:E, KERMANSHAHl•N, ILAM ;,ND THE SOU'l'HERN PORTION 

OF l·iEST llZAIWAIJAN, AN AREA OF 140, 000 SQUARE KILOMETERS 

7'l 



'ii:C: LXEClJTIDN ('l' S.'Ltd; JP.F, A KliRDISH MEMBER OF THE LAST 

MAILES, IN MAPCH 5, WHlLE OSTENSIBLY FOR JAF'S EFFORTS 

mi BEHALF OF THE SHAH, IS APT TO BE VIEWED IN KURDESTAN AS 

llJ\'JING ANOTHER , '10RE SINISTER MSJTIVE. THE END RESULT MAY WELL 

!JE A PIWGRESSIVE RADICALIZATION OF THE KURDISH MOVEMENT AND 

• l.")' l MATELY VIOLENT CONFRON'I'ATION WITH THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. 

SJL1VAN 
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AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
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E.O. 12065: GDS 3/20/85 (TOMSETH, V.L.) OR-P 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, IR 
SUBJECT: KURDISH UPRISING IN SANANDAJ 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT.) 

2. SUMMARY: ARMED KURDS IN SANANDAJ LAID SIEGE TO 

GOVERNMENT POSTS IN SANANDAJ MARCH 18. A CEASEFIRE 

MARCH 19 PROVED SHORT-LIVED. END SUMMARY. 

3. SEVERE FIGHTING BROKE OUT IN SANANDAJ, THE CAPITAL 

OF KURDESTAN PROVINCE, ON THE AFTERNOON OF MARCH 18. 

IT IS STILL NOT CLEAR WHAT PRECIPITATED IT. THE 

GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED RADIO, THE VOICE OF THE IRANIAN 

REVOLUTION (VOIR) REPORTED THAT A NUMBER OF OTHERWISE 

UNIDENTIFIED ARMED PEOPLE WENT TO THE CITY GARRISON TO 

DEMAND AMMUNITION BUT WERE REFUSED BY THE IMAM JOMEH 

OF SANANDAJ. THEREAFTER, THE CITY'S SHOPS WERE CLOSED 

AND RESIDENTS GATHERED OUTSIDE THE GOVERNOR GENERAL'S 

OFFICE. AT THAT POINT, ACCORDING TO VOIR, "ANTI-

REVOLUTIONARY ELEMENTS" BEGAN FIRING INTO THE CROWD, 

KILLING AND WOUNDING SEVERAL PEOPLE. THE PRESS, PERHAPS 

LESS INHIBITED BY THE SELF-CENSORSHIP\_EXERCISED AT THE 

NATIONAL IRANIAN RADIO AND TELEVISION\CNIRT) ORGANIZATION, 
' 

REPORTS EVENTS SLIGHTLY DIFFERENTLY. KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL 

MARCH 20 SAYS THE ARMED GROUP WAS COMPOSED OF KURDS WHO 
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AND A POPULATION OF APPROXIMATELY 3,000,000, END COMMENT. 

THERE SHOULD BE A KURDISH PARLIAMENT, POLULARLY ELECTED, WHICH 

WOULD BE THE HIGHEST LEGISLATIVE POWER IN THE PROVINCE. 

ALL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS IN THE PROVINCE SHOULD BE LOCALLY 

DIRECTED. 

THERE SHOULD BE A PEOPLE'S ARMY, BUT THE POLICE AND GEN

DARMERIE SHOULD BE ABOLISHED AND REPLACED BY A NATIONAL GUARD. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT ELEMENTS IN KURDESTAN SHOULD BE UNDER LOCAL 

CONTROL. 

KURDISH SHOULD BE THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF THE PROVINCIAL 

GOVERNMENT AND THE MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION IN SCHOOL. PERSIAN 

COULD CONTINUE AS A SECOND OFFICIAL LANGUAGE. 

FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND OF THE PRESS , AND RIGHTS OF ASSOCIATION 

AND TRADE UNION ORGANIZATION SHOULD BE GUARANTEED, AND THE 

KURDISH PEOPLE SHOULD BE ABLE TO TRAVEL FREELY AND CHOOSE 

THEIR OWN OCCUPATIONS. 

APPROXIMATELY 300,000 PEOPLE TURNED OUT FOR THE DEMONSTRATION, 

AND AS IF TO ADD EMPHASIS TO THEIR DETERMINATION TO REALIZE 

THEIR DEMANDS, MANY WEP.E CONSPICUOUSLY ARMED. 

7. THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT IS CAUGHT ON THE HORNS OF 

A VERY DIFFICULT DILEMMA: ON THE ONE HAND, SEVERAL SPOKENSMEN 

HAVE MADE CONCILIATING STATEMENTS AIMED AT PLACATING THE 

KURDS WHOM THEY KNOW CANNOT BE REINED IN AS LONG AS THE 

PRESENT NEAR PARALYSIS PREVAILS AT THE CENTER. ON THE OTHER, 

THESE SAME SPOKESMEN HAVE TALKED TOUGH ABOUT THE INVIOLABILITY 

OF THE IRANIAN NATION, TALK THAT MAKES THE KURDISH LEADERSHIP 

PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT'S WILLINGNESS TO MEET ITS 

DEMANDS IN FULL BY WHICH THE GOVERNMENT CLEARLY HOPES 

WILL CHECK THE GROWTH OF PARTICULARLIST TENDENCIES AMONG 

OTHER MINORITIES AS WELL AS THOSE AMONG THE KURDS THEMSELVES. 
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WERE REFUSED AMMUNITION BY THE CLERGYMAN WHO HEADS THE 

"' !lEVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE IN CHARGE OF THE SAN~DAJ GARRISON. 

WHEN A CROWD, WHICH INCLUDED THE KllRDS WHO WERE DEMANDING 

AMMUNITION, MOVED TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL'S OFFICE TO 

PROTEST THE CLERGYMAN\$ ACTI0N, THE SHOOTING BEGAN. 

ACCORDING TO vorn, "A ~UMBER OF OPPORTUNISTS AND COUNTER

REi'OLUTIONARY ELEMENTS" 'THEREAFTER CAPTURED THE LOCAL 

NIRT FACILITIES AND BEGAN TO BROADCAST FALSE CLAIMS IN 

THE NAME OF THE ARMY COMMANDER TO BE REPRESENTATIVES OF 

AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI AND SUPPORTERS OF THE BAZARGAN 

GOVERNMENT. THE PRESS SAYS THAT WHEN THE SHOOTING BEGAN 

THE KURDS CAPTURED THE SANANDAJ GARRISON COMMANDER, AS 

WELL AS THE NIRT FACILITIES AND SE~ERAL POLICE, 

GENDARMERIE AND MILITARY INSTALLATIONS, AND LAID SIEGE 

TO THE GARRISON ITSELF. 

4. IN ANY EVENT, FIGHTING CONTINUED INTO THE AFTERNOON 

OF MARCH 19 WITH PERHAPS SCORES KILLED AND MANY MORE 

CPGOI SPOKESMAN ENTEZAM TOLD PRESS KURDISH REPS TOLD HIM 

82 WERE KILLED AND OVCR 200 WOUNDED. ENTEZAM LAID THE 

ORIGINS OF THE INCIDENT TO A MISUNDERSTANDING ABOUT PGOI 

MOVEMENT OF WHEAT.) BY MID-DAY MARCH 19 KHOMEINI BROAD-

CAST AN APPEAL THAT FIGHTING STOP. KHOMEINI'S STATEMENT 
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CHARGED THAT THE OUTBREAK OF VIOLENCE HAD BEEN 

INSTIGATED BY A GROUP OF PEOPLE WHO DID NOT WISH TO 

LEAVE THE MUSLIMS IN PEACE. HE SAID THAT HIS MOVEMENT 

HAS NO DISPUTE WITH ITS SUNNI BROTHERS, THAT THEY WERE 

ALL MEMBERS OF A SINGLE NATION AND ADHERENTS TO A SINGLE 

KORAN. ANYONE WHO ATTACKED THE ARMY, POLICE AND 

GENDARMERIE, WHICH HE SAID HAD BECOME THE GUARDIANS OF 

THE MUSLIM PEOPLE'S INTERESTS AND INDEPENDENCE, WAS NOT 

PART OF THE MUSLIM PEOPLE BUT RATHER AN AGENT OF 

FOREIGNERS. 

5. LATE MARCH 19 THE VOIR ANNOUNCED A CEASEFIRE HAD 

BEEN ARRANGED. APPARENTLY, HOWEVER, IT ALMOST IMME-

DIATELY BROKE DOWN, AN IMPRESSION REINFORCED BY VOIR'S 

REPEATED BROADCAST OF KHOMEINI'S STATEMENT AND ANOTHER 

APPEAL TO STOP THE SHOOTING MADE BY SEVERAL KURDISH 

RELIGIOUS LEADERS FROM SAQQEZ DURING THE EARLY HOURS 

OF MARCH 20. AS NEAR AS WE CAN DETER~INE, THE FIGHTING 

CONTINUES AS OF 1300 HOURS LOCAL TIME MARCH 20. 

WE ARE HANDICAPPED IN G~TTING INFORMATION BY OUR 

RELUCTANCE TO APPROACH OUR KURDISH CONTACTS AT THIS 

TIME, LEST WE GIVE THE IMPRESSION THAT WE SOMEHOW HAVE 

SOMETHING TO DO WITH THE UPRISING IN SANANDAJ. 

6. WHILE THIS I~CIDENT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN A SPONTANEOUS 

ONE, AND ONE {HAT MANY AMONG THE KURDISH LEADERSHIP MAY 

NOT HAVE WANTED AT THIS TIME, IT REPRESENTS TWO FACTS 
PROVISIONAL 

THAT WILL CONTINUE TO PLAGUE THE/R~I~IHN~K GOVERNMENT. 
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THE FIRST IS THAT ITS WRIT IN OUTLYING AREAS SUCH AS 

KURDESTAN IS EXTREMELY TENUOUS. WE WERE RECENTLY TOLD 

BY AN INDIVIDUAL WHO HAD JUST RETURNED FROM THF REGION 

THAT THE KURDS FOR THE MOMENT ENJOY A CONSIDERABLE 

DEGREE OF DE FACTO AUTONOMY BY DEFAULT. SECOND, IRAN'S 

SUNNIS APPEAR TO BE LESS THAN ENCHANTED BY THE ESSENTIALLY 

SHIA REVOLUTION IN THIS COUNTRY. IN ADDITION TO ITS 

CURRENT TROUBLES WITH THE OVERWHELMING' SUNNI KURDS, THE 

PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT HAS FACED CONSIDERABLE OPPOSITION 

FROM OTHER SUNNI STRONGHOLDS AS WELL. THE MOST RECENT 

INCIDENT (ASIDE FROM THE ONE IN SANANDAJJ OCCURRED ON 

Q~ESHM ISLAND NEAR BANDAR ABBAS ON MARCH 17 WHEN 

"COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY FORCES" (ALMOST CERTAINLY LOCAL 

SUNNIS) CAPTURED A GENDARMERIE POST. SULLIVAN## 
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BT 

CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 3155 

EO 12065 GDS 3/21/85 (TOMSETH , VL) OR-P 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, IR, SOCI 

SUBJ: KURDISH UPRISING IN saNANDAJ 

REF: TEHRAN 3136 

l. C- ENTIRE TEXT 

2. THE GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED VOIQE '
1
qF1 THE IRANIAN REVOLU

TION'S FAILURE TO CONFIRM A NEW CEASEFIRE IN SANAlll~ 
DURING EARLY MORNING NEWSCASTS LEADS US TO CONCLUDE THAT 

FIGH'j:'ING PROBABLY CONTINUES THERE, REPEATED BROADCASTS 

Of AYAT~riAH TALEGHANI'S APPEAL TO THE KURDS TO LAY DOWN 
THEIR ARMS, FIRST MADE EVENING MARCH 20 .AND AGAIN THIS 

MORNING, WOULD ALSO INDICATE THIS. RU:JIRRIBG TO THE KURDS 
AS FELLOW IRANIANS AND CO-RELIGIONISTS, TALEGHANI,SAID 
THAT THEIR LEGITIMATE DEMANDS WOULD BE MET AND THAT AYATOLLAH 

KHOMEINI IS PREPARED TO SEND A PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE TO 

KURDESTAN TO LOOK INTO THEIR GRl'.IVANCES 

3. WE DOUBT THAT SENDING A PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE FROM 

KHOMEINI WILL HAVE MUCH EFFECT. KHOMEINI, BAZARGAN AND 
THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT HAVE ALREADY SENT PERSONAL REPRE

SENTATIVE TO KURDESTAN AS WELL AS OTHER AREAS WITH CON

CENTRATIONS OF ETHNIC MINORITIES. RECEPTION OF THESE 

DELECATIONS HAVE RANGED FROM COOL TO DOWNRIGHT HOSTLIE. 

3. WE HAVE BEEN HEARING MORE AND MORE REPORTS OF UNREST 
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AMONG VARIOUS OF IRAN'S ETHNIC MINORITIES, INCLUDING 

THE AZARBAIJANI TURKS (BEING REPORTED SEryTEL). WE 

SUSPECT THIS PHONOMENON WILL INCREASE IN INTENSITY , AND 

POS A VERY SERIOUS PROBLEM INDEED FOR THE PROVISIONAL 

GOVERNMENT . 

SULLIVAN 
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TAGS: PINS, PINT, SOC!, IR 

SUBJ: KURDISH UPRISING IN SANANDAJ 

REF: TEHRAN 3155 

l.C- ENTIRE TEXT 

2. IN THE FACE OF CONTINUING FIGHTING IN SANANDAJ, TWO 

HIGH-LEVEL DELECATIONS WERE DISPATCHED TO THE CITY ON 

MARCH 21. ONE GROUP, COMPOSED OF AYATOLLAH TALAGHANI 

AND TWO OF KHOMEINI'S CLOSEST CONFIDANTS, REPORTEDLY MET 

WITH A GROUP OF KURDISH LEADERS HEADED BY AHMAD MOFTIZADEH 

LATE LAST NIGHT. THE GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED VOICE OF THE 

IRANIAN REVOLUTION ( VOIR) ANNOUNCED EARLY MARCH 22 THAT 

THE TALEGHANI AND MOFTIZADEH GROUPS WOULD CONTINUE THEIR 

DISCUSSIONS TODAY, THE SECOND DELECATION WAS HEADED BY 

MINISTER OF INTERIOR JAVADI AND MINISTER OF DEFENSE MADANI. 

AS OF 0800 LOCAL TIME MARCH 22, KURDISH REBELS APPEARED 

TO OCCUPY MOST OF THE CITY, ALTHOUGH THE GARRISON WAS 

STILL IN THE HAND OF THE ARMY AND REPORTEDLY HAD BEEN 

REINFORCED BY HELICOPTER FROM URUMIEH ( FORMERLY REZAYEH) 

AND TEHRAN. A STATEMENT CARRIED BY VOIR MARCH 21 CLAMIED 

THAT NO TROOPS HAD VENTURED OUTSIDE THE GARRISON, BUT 

BBC REPORTED MARCH 22-THAT TANKS HAD BEEN OBSERVED IN THE 

PITY'S STREETS. 

3. WE ARE SCEPTICAL THAT ANY PEACE NEGOTIATED BETWEEN 

TALEGHANI AND MOFTIZADEH WILL HAVE MUCH LASTING EFFECT. 

76 



MOFTIZADEH HAS BEEN PROMINENT AMONG THE MODERATE KURDISH 

LEADERSHIP IN RECENT WEEKS, BUT WE SUSPECT THAT THE FIGHT

ING IN SANANDAJ OVER THE LAST SEVERAL DAYS HAS SEVERELY 

WEAKENED THE MODERATES~ POSITION AMONG THEIR PEOPLE. 

AFP HAS BEEN CARRYING REPORTS SUGGESTING THAT LEADERSHIP 

IN SANANDAJ HAS PASSED TO MORE RADICAL FORCES, PERHAPS 

INCLUDING FEDAYING ELEMENTS. THE FIGHTING HAS PRESENTED 

THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT WITH THE STEllREST CHALLENGE 

IT HAS YET FACED. IF THE SANANDAJ GARRISON IS FORSED 

TO SURRENDER OR EVACUATE, THE MILITARY'S WEAKNESS WILL BE 

BE CONFIRMED AND OTHER POTENTIAL DISSIDENT GROUPS WILL 

THEREBY BE ENCOURAGED TO PRESS THEIR DEMANDS. 

BT 
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SUBJ: KURDISH UPRISING IN SANANDAJ 

REF: TEHRAN 3155 

1. (C) IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT, 

THROUGH THE MEDIATION EFFORTS OF AYATOLLAH TALEGHANI, 

WAS WON A LITTLE TIME TO DEAL WITH ITS KURDISH PROBLEM. 

THE CEASEFIRE ACHIEVED MARCH 22 WAS STILL HOLDING EARLY 

MARCH 24. TENSIONS, HOWEVER,REMAIN HIGH. TALEGHANI 

AND OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS PARTY WHO ADDRESSED A LARGE 

CORWD IN SANANDAJ'S CENTRAL SQUARE MARCH 23 WERE HECKLED 

BY SOME AMONG THOSE PRESENT. AFP REPORTS ARMED KURDS 

ARE STILL MUCH IN EVIDENCE IN THE___CITY. 

2. (C) TALEGHANI WAS TO HAVE RETURNED TO TEHRAN LATE 

MARCH 23 WHERE HE WILL PRESENT KURDISH DEMANDS TO THE 

PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT. WHILE EXPRESSING SYMPATHY FOR 

KURDISH ASPIRATIONS, TALEGHANI WARNED BEFORE DEPARTING 

S~ANDAJ THAT IT WOULD TAKE TIME TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEMS 

POSED BY DEMANDS FOR AUTONOMY. THAT IS A COMMODITY THE 

PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT MAY NOT HAVE AGREAT DEAL OF. 

THE GOVERNMENT IS PREOISPOSED TO RECOGNIZE ONLY RELATIVELY 

MODERATE KURDISH LEADERS SUCH AS AHMAD MOFTIZADEH OF 

SANANDAJ AND SHEIKH EZEDDIN HOSSEINI OF Ml\HABAD, 

WHEREAS THOSE FAVORING AMORE RADICAL SOLUTION APPEAR 

INCREASINGLY TO BE IN THE ASCENDANT. IF THE PROVISIONAL 
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GOVERNMENT DOES NOT MOVE QUICKLY TO FORMALIZE THE 

CONSIDERABLE DEGREE OF DE FACTO AUTOMONY THAT ALREADY 

EXISTS IN MUCH OF DURDESTAN-WHICH WOULD PROBABLY 

SATISFY THE MODERATES AMONG THE KURDS-IT IS LIKELY TO 

BE SOON CONFRONTED WITH FAR MORE EXTREME DEMANDS THAN 

ARE NOW BEING MADE. 

3. (U) MEANWHILE, IN A MOVE THAT IS ONLY GENERALLY 

RELATED TO THE KURDISH PROBLEM, THE CABINETHAS ANNOUNCED 

ITS DECISION THAT P.M. BAZARGAN, HIS DEPUTY AMIR ENTEZAM 

AND DEFENSE MINISTER MADAN! WILL LEAVE TODAY, MARCH 24, 

FOR KHUZESTAN AND GO ON TO TABRIZ MARCH 25. BOTH AREAS 

HAVE BEEN THE SCENE OF ETHNIC GRUMBLINGS AS WELL, AND 

THE VISIT HAS BEEN ADVERTISED AS AN INVESTIGATION OF THE 

PEOPLE'S PROBLEMS. 

BT 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

May 9, 1979 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES 

THROUGH: NEA/ARN - Mary Anne Casey 

FROM: S/S-S - David Reuther 

SUBJECT: Kurdish Views on Iraq and Iran 
(~p/U'~O> 

At his invitation, I lunched with Mohanuned Dosky~May 3. 
Dosky's apparent purpose was to maintain his acquaintances 
with Department officers. During lunch he made the following 
observations: 

Iraqi-Iranian Relations: 

Iraq is using Jahlal Talabani to stir up the Kurds 
in Iran. Iraq's purpose is to demonstrate that if Iran did 
not cooperate with Iraq, Baghdad could ·make things difficult. 

Iraq's chief objective is to make certain that the 
new government in Tehran lives up to the Algiers' Accord. 

Due to the condition of his confinement during his 
sojourn in Iraq, Khomeini is not particularly disposed to 
Baghdad. Close Baghdad-Shah ties are a recent memory. Just 
before the Shah's fall, his sister made a highly publicized 
visit to the Shiite shrines. 

Iraqi-Kurds in Iran: 

Iraqi Kurds in Iran are under the impression that 
the new Tehran government will not'enforce the Shah's 
dispora and will allow th.:mt to live in traditional Iranian 
Kurdish areas. 

Few of the Iraqi Kurds, however, have in fact 
returned to the Kurdish areas. 

Kurds and Local Government in Iran: 

In the one Iranian providence where Kurds pre
dominate, the Kurdish leadership established the familiar 
local advisory council. The council was set up at local 
initiative, and without direction from committees in 
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Tehran. The Kurdish l~~dership has connections with the 
Kurdish Democratic Party. 

In other provinces with large Kurdish minorities 
the Turkomnns established the local committees first. 

One gets the impression of significant decentrali· 
zation in Iran. The border areas are loosely connected to 
the center. 

!ra1~~ View of Kurdish Problem: 

The Iraqis remain concerned about their own Kurdish 
minorities. 

Iraq has pressured Turkey recently to more tightly 
control Ankara's Kurds. 

B~ani~s Kurdish Movement: 

The sons of the late General Barzani remain active 
in Kurdish Democratic Party affairs. 

Idris handles political matters. 

Masoud handles military affairs. 

A force loyal to Talabani and supported by Baghdad 
recently tried to ambush Barzani loyalists near the Turkey
Iranian-Iraqi border intersection. " Our Kurdish friends in 
Turkey" turned the tables and bloodied the Talabani unit. 

Note: Mary Ann - I believe that Dosky's thrust essentially 
agree"S-with Baghdad's reporting (Baghdad 1006) and rumblings 
from Turkey (Ankara 2868, State 113267). 

cc: S/S-S Director 
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(U) THE KURDS AND MOSCOW 

Summary 

(U) Recent disturbances in Iran have again 
focused international attention on the Kurds and 
raised questions about Soviet support for their 
cause. Historically, a change of political 
climate in any of the five countries--Syria, 
Turkey, Iraq, Iran, and the USSR--containing large 
Kurdish minorities has led to shifts in the focus 
of Kurdish activities generally; despite tribal 
and ideological divisions, developments in one 
country have tended to. affect Kurds everywhere. 

(C) '!he Shah's fall from power changed the 
political and military balance in Iran and the 
Gulf and rekindled hope among Iranian Kurds for 
greater national autonomy. Neighboring states are 
now worried about the possibility of the unrest in 
Iran spilling over into their territories. At the 
same time, they are suspicious about Soviet policy 
toward the Kurds. 

(C) While the Soviets have aided the Kurds 
occasionally in the past, there is no evidence 
that they are currently doing so. Indeed, Moscow 
has done its best to stay aloof of the present 
round of Kurdish unrest. In any event, since the 
early 1970's, Soviet state-to-state relations 
with all the countries involved have consistently 
taken precedence over the needs and interests of 
the Kurds. 

* * * * * • * 

CONFIDENTIAL 
GOS 5/14/85 (Baraz, R. H.) 

30 

Report No. 1179 
May 14, 1979 





CONFIDENTIAL 

(U) Background 

Recent disturbances ir. Iran have again focused inter
national attention on the Kurds and raised questions about 
Soviet support for Kurdish separatism. Approximately 10-15 
million Kurds inhabit the mountainous terrain that spans the 
borders of Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and the USSR. The 
largest segrnent--about 5 million--lives in Turkey; the 
smallest--about 100,000--in Soviet Armenia. Most of these 
fiercely independent tribesmen are clustered in small villages 
dotting the scrub-covered hills of traditional Kurdestan 
(see map), but growing numbers--especially in Iraq and 
Turkey--have been attracted by the relative affluence in city 
life and joined the urban work force. In Iraq, many have 
been resettled in government-built villages where the army 
and security forces can better monitor their activities, 
which traditionally have included gun-running, smuggling, 
and banditry. 

Historically, a change of political climate in any of 
the countries containing significant Kurdish minorities has 
led to shifts in t.~e focus of Kurdish activities there. And 
despite the various tribal and ideological divisions among 
the Kurds themselves, developments in one country have tended 
to affect the Kuras living in neighboring states. In the 
1920's and l930's, Kurds in Turkey launched large uprisings 
against the secularist and centralizing drives of Ataturk, 
claiming the right of self-determination and statehood prom
ised by the Treaty of Sevres in 1920. Since then, Iraq has 
been more of a focal point. 

In the l930's and 1940's, the influential Barzani tribe 
revolted against the Iraqi Government. Baghdad, with 
British aid, put down the revolt. In 1943, the late Mulla 
Mustafa Barzani fled to Iran, where in 1945 Kurds declared a 
Kurdish People's Republic in Kurdestan province. With the 
fall of the republic in 1946, Barzani took refuge in the USSR. 

The Kurds in Iraq remained relatively quiet until 1958, 
when the fall of the Iraqi monarchy rekindled the dream of 
Kurdish self-rule. The new government, headed by Gen. Abdul 
Karim al-Kassem and aided by the USSR, pardoned the Barzani 
Kurds and permitted Mulla Mustafa Barzani to return. This 
truce was short-lived, however, and in 1961 Barzani once 
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again took his people into the hills. The Iraqi Kurds un~~ 
Barzani were fairly isolated, receiving only limited aid from 
Iran. In addition, they were divided among the11U1elve., with 
Barzani commanding the northern mountain tribe• and the more 
urban-oriented Democratic Party of Kurdestan (DPK) under 
Jelal Talebani centered farther south. The Kaaaem 9overn
ment itself, however, was beset with internal problema and 
unable to direct full attention to its minorities. 

Kassem's inability to deal with the Kurds was partly 
responsible for his downfall in 1963. The new Baath govern
ment promised the Kurds greater autonomy and even hinted 
that it might be willing to accept Kurdish demands that the 
new Iraqi constitution provide for a Kurdish vice-president, 
deputy chief of the armed forces, and one-third of the cabi
net seats. But when Baghdad began to talk of uniting Iraq 
in some form with Syria and/or ~pt, the Kurds hardened 
their own demands for fear of being swallowed up by an Arab 
majority. In mid-1963, Iraqi forces attacked Kurdish · 
strongholds. Once again, Barzani and his followers we:c:e 
saved by internal Iraqi dissensions; in the fall o'f' 1963, 
the Baathist government fell and was replaced by a co~1ition 
headed by the Arif brothers. · 

The Arif brothers also tried to make peace with the 
Kurds, but their pan-Arab sentiments made this impoasible. 
After an 18-month cease-fire, the central government · 
attacked the/Kurds. During the hiatus, Barzani had purged 
the DPK and forced many of his opponents to accept· his lead
ership. At the same time, he made overtures to the· Iraqi 
communists and to the Baathists, who, now out of power~ ·were 
more willing to accommodate the Kurds. The purge of the DPK 
probably weakened the Kurdish military effort; in any event, 
over the summer and winter of 1965, the central gove#il\Jent 
pushed the Kurds back into their mountain stronqholdil • -. In 
the spring of 1966, however, the offensive sputtered to an 
end and both sides accepted a cease-fire. The Arif govern
ment then offered Barzani new concessions which were quickly 
accepted. That cease-fire held for the next two years. 

In 1968, the Arif government fell and the Baathists 
once again came to power. They attempted to split the· Kurds 
by appealing to Jelal Talebani; when that ploy failed, they 
launched a new offensive which also foundered, owing to 
internal disorder and Iranian aid to the Kurds. In 1970, 
the central government put forward a 15-point plan offering 
the tribesmen autonomy in an area of northern Iraq, to go 
into effect in four years. Between 1970 and 1975, however, 
the Baathists managed to consolidate their hold on the 
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countryside and opened contacts with the Iranians. When the 
implementation date rolled around, Baghdad reneged on the 
15-point pl an. 

The Kurds thereupon took up arms again, but this proved 
to be the last time. In 1975, Iran and Iraq reached an 
understanding; the Shah closed the border and cut off sup
port, thus eliminating a major source of arms and sanctuary 
for the Kurds. With that gone, the Iraqis were able to 
subdue the Kurdish area with relative ease. In early 1979, 
Barzani, the rallying point for the Kurds for 30 fears, died 
an exile in Washington. 

(C) New Opportunities 

The Shah's fall from power radically changed the polit
ical and military balance in Iran and the Gulf. In doing 
so, it rekindled hope among Iranian Kurds for greater 
national autonomy, if not independence. As the crisis grew, 
they became increasingly vocal and active in their demands 
for autonomy. Considerable stores of arr.is and ammunition 
passed into their hands, and the army and security forces 
became virtually inactive in Kurdish areas. In March and 
April, in clashes with central authorities, the Kurds demon
strated that the government in Tehran was still too weak to 
exercise any real authority over the Iranian Kurds and would 
probably have to consider concessions. 

Thus far, however, the Kurds claim to want only cul
tural autonomy and a greater say in the daily running of 
their lives, not independence. But at the same time, they 
may be storing arms and ammunition in preparation for an 
extended guerrilla war if the political authorities fail to 

.respond to their demands. They are hindered, however, by 
-their lack of a paramount leader. 

Botn the Turkish and Iraqi Governments are worried 
about a revival of Kurdish activity in their countries due 
to events in Iran. Some Turks claim that Kurds in Turkey 
are being supported and armed by the Soviets and seek to 
join their comrades in Iran for the purpose of establishing 
an independent Kurdestan. Except for individual adventures, 
however, the Turkish Kurds did not react to Barzani's move
ment in Iraq, even during his periods of greater autonomy. 
The official Iraqi line is that the Kurdish problem is a 
thing of the past, the situation having been defused by 
Baghdad's policy of resettlement ar.d granting the Kurds 
some economic concessions. us Embassy Baghdad believ"""s~~
that the Iraqis are simply ignoring the problem in the ho 
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it will disappear. Recently, Baghdad has dispatched addi
tional troops into Kurdish areas to close off the border 
with Iran and keep an eye on things. 

The Soviet Angle 

(U) The Soviet-Kurdish relationship, if tenuous, ls 
relatively old. Moscow probably first established contact 
with the Kurds in the early 1920's. Little resulted, how
ever, because the USSR was far more concerned at the t.ime 
with maintaining correct relations with both Turkey and 
Persia and countering British influence in the region. Dur
ing World War II, the Soviets occupied part of Persia to 
curtail German activity there, insure that lend-lease con
duits remained open, and again offset the British. In 
December 1945, the Soviets announced their support for the 
creation of an independent Kurdish People's Republic and 
refused to withdraw their forces from Iran as promised at 
the Tehran conference in 1943. But in the face of British 
and US objections, Moscow soon backed down and the Kurdish 
republic fell. 

(U) With the fall of the monarchy in .I:i:aq in 1958, 
No scow pushed for Barzan.i.' s rettlrn, perhaps with t.he hope 
that he might become a valuable asset in Iraq after his 
long exile in the USSR. At first, Barzani formed dn dlli
ance--probably on Soviet recommendation--with the Iraqi 
communists. By mid-1959, however, Lhis alliance was dead 
and Barzani purged his Kuidish movement of all who were 
tainted with communist heresy. When the Kassem government 
in Iraq began its crackdown on the Kurds in 1961, the 
soviets made no move to help. Although Moscow may have 
been disappointed with Kassem and the turn that the Iraqi 
revolution had taken, its relations with Baghdad outweighed 
.i.n importance any ties to the Kurds. 

(U) Moscow's efforL to remain aloof became increasingly 
d.i.. fficul t after Kassem· s fall. The new Baa th regime 10·as 
violently anti-communist. When fighting between the Kurds 
and central government forces broke out in 19GJ, the USSR 
openly sided with the Kurds. On Soviet urging, Outer 
Mongolia placed the Kurtlish question on the UN agenda, and 
on May 6, 1963, Pravda expressed support for th~ "Kurdish 
struggle for autonomy" and accused the Iraqis 0£ repres
sion. Later, in June, Red Star accused the Baghdad govern
ment of practicing genocide on the Kurds. But Sovie~ sup
port remained chiefly rhetorical, although the USSR during 
that period did cease supplying Baghdad with large amounts 
of arms. 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

- 5 -

(U) The Soviet position shifted again with the fall 
of the Baathists in November 1963. Propaganda support for 
the Kurdish cause tapered off somewhat. In addition, 
Moscow began to supply the Arif regime with arms on a 
relatively large scale. Throughout the fi•e-year Arif 
rule., ,"50•!!00W inched closer and closer to Baghdad and paid 
~orr~ndingly less heed to the Kurds. 

\UI When the Baathists returned to power in 1968, 
Moscow's working relationship ~ith Baghdad continued to 
improve--especially with the formation of the United Front 
government, which included the Iraqi conununists. The 
~rdiah question was not allowed to endanger state-to
a~te ties. Although Pravda on October 3, 1968, defended 
th8 Kardiah fight for greater autonomy as "just" and the 
following spring insisted that any arms given Iraq were not 
to be used against the Kurds, Soviet support for the Kurds 
evaporated with the signing of a Soviet-Iraqi friendship 
treaty in 1972. Barzani came to depend more and more on 
~~e ;.Sbah. By 1975, Moscow was doing nothing to help the 
Kurds in Iraq. 

, ~ :' r(C) Indeed, the entire Kurdish question seemed moot as 
far ,aa the USSR was concerned until the fall of the Shah. 
The·reupon, many of the Kurdish leaders, including Jelal 
Talebani, who had contacts with the Soviets in the past, 
returned to Iran. Furthermore, the Tudeh Party, the Soviet

. re.cognized Iranian conununist party, is heavily Kurdish in 
coQ1POs.ition1 one of its centers of strength is in Iranian 
KW:dutan • 

. (C) Despite claims in the Turkish press that the 
.soviets are airlifting arms to the Kurds in Iran, there is 
nQ ... evidence that the Soviets are currently aiding the Kurds 
iiriYwhere. Soviet media, especially the clandestine radio 
stations, the National Voice of Iran and Bizim Radyo, which 
ia,clirected at Turkey, have expressed some sympathy for 
Kurdish aspirations, but Moscow has been careful to dis
tance itself from the Kurdish separatism, It stresses that 
it opposes any move to dismember Iran. On April 13, for 
example, the NVOI emphasized that the new ~slamic republic 
would guarantee the rights of all minorities. The next 
day, Pravda carried a similar message and denied that the 
USSR ..,as In any way connected with national unrest in Iran. 
Soviet reporting on the violence in Kurdestan claimed in 
general that it was the result of insufficient minority 
knowledge of the new government's policies and of CIA 
meddling. 
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Prospects 

(U) If history has taught the Kurds anything, it is 
that others consider their interests expendable, and that 
while the USSR may occasionally voice support for greater 
Kurdish autonomy, it will not risk its relations with 
Iran, Iraq, Turkey, or Syria to aid the Kurds. 

(C) If the government in Tehran fails to reestablish 
control over Iran's outlying areas, or if the country 
descends into civil war or chaos, the Soviets may be will
ing to provide some covert aid. They would do so, however, 
only as a means of increasing their influence in Iran as a 
whole, not to aid the creation of an independent Kurdestan. 
As in the days before the Shah's fall, Moscow apparently 
recognizes that its main asset, the Tudeh Party, is too 
small and weak to be a significant force on its own and 
that tactical alliances with some of the nationalist group
ings, including the Kurds, may be advisable. 

(Cl For the time being, however, the Soviets do not 
seem ready to make any real commitment, largely because they 
are not sure what direction the revolution in Iran is tak
ing. They do not want to alienate the present goveLnment 
or queer the Tudeh's future by acting prematurely. Thus, 
Moscow will probably continue to support the notion of 
greater Kurdish autonomy in Iran, ~ut not go beyond rhetoric 
in doing so. 

(CJ Should Turkey enter a period of economic and polit
ical instability, Moscow might be tempted to try to exploit 
the Kurdish issue there as well, but it would act only with 
extreme caution. Ankara can be expected to resent strongly 
even the slightest hint of Soviet meddling. Prime Minister 
Ecevit reportedly raised Bizim Radyo's Kurdish language 
broadcasts with Soviet Premier Kosygin during his trip to 
Moscow last year. Otherwise, for the last few years, 
Moscow has done its best to allay Turkish suspicions of 
Soviet designs. 

(C) Since the early 1970's, Soviet state-to-state 
relations with Iraq have consistently taken precedence over 
Kurdish interests. Given the Egyptian-Israeli treaty and 
Baghdad's emergence as a leader of the Steadfastness Front, 
this policy line is likely to persist. Should existing 
tensions in Iraqi-Soviet relations increase, however, and 
the Baathist government continue and intensify its anti
communist campaign, Moscow could again come to view the 
Kurds as a counter. But it is hardly likely to do so, 
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particularly because the Kurds, with the loss of Barzani, 
have no undisputed leader and focal point, and because 
Iraq's pacification program seems to have generally 
succeeded. 

(U) Underlying the Soviet caution with rega=d to the 
Kurds outside the USSR inevitably is Moscow's growing 
awareness of the potential problem of its own minorities 
in Central Asia. While the 100,000 Soviet Kurds them
selves hardly present a threat within the USSR, they could 
serve as an unwanted example for the Soviet Muslims. 

Prapared by w. Limberg 
x29201 

Approved by R. H. Baraz 
x29194 
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ACiIVITIES OF tEIS DAO. tIRC-NO. 
lf. SUMMARY: (S/NOFORN) AN IRlNIAN OF KURnISH vx~RlCTION 
IHDICATES THAT C~RRFNT {URDISH GOALS lRE NOT LIMITEE TO 
AUTONOMY ro& THE IRANIA~ [U~DS, BUT T~'r THEIR OBJ!C!IVFS 
ARi TO OVEBTHROli TE' PRESINT GOVERN~ENT ANC ES1ABLISH A 
MORF HEPRESENTATIV! ANC RESPONSIVE lOVERNMENT ~HICH DOES 
NOT INCLUDE THI CLERGY FRO~ QOM. NO OTHER SOURCES HAVE 
CONHRMElC 'rHH {URDISR lOALS ARE OTi!ER TliAN GREATER !UTON
CMY ANf S•;LF RlllE •. IN :c&TT'S OPINION THERE IS NO GROUP OF 
IRHIANS A'!' 'l'HIS TV'IE THT C'1N OVERTHROli THE ENTRENCHED 
~tlO~EINI R~GI~E. 
17 ~~RU 21 O~IT'l'ED. 
22. DETHLS: 
A. (S/NOFORN) BAG{GROUND: AN IRANIAN BUSINESSMAN OF KURD
ISH iXTRACTIO~ STATED TC THE DATT THAT THE CURRENT {URLISH 
CONFLICT I~ ~ESTlRN IRAN IS NOT SIMPLY A M~TTER OF ~HE 
KUHLS ATTEMPTING T0 GAIN AUTONOMY AND INCREASED BENEFITS 
FRO~ THE FlOI. FATHER, HE SAID, THIIR OBJECTIVt IS TO 
OVERTHROW fHi PRESENT ~qOM~INI LED GOVERN~ENT OF IRAN. 
GEN PAIIZ!A~. JE STATEI, IS THE LEADER OF THE KURDISH 
MOVEMENT AND er ~AS 500,f0~ FOLLOWERS IN TEHR~N ALONE. HE 
AJ:TE:C '.i::!AT THE CONFLICT IN ~ORDESTAN AND 'i. AZARBAI.;.AN IS 
JUST THE ~EGI~NING, AND IN TWO MONTHS THE COUNTER-REVOLU
TION WILL START IN TEHRAN. HE STATED dE IS SENDING HIS 
FAMILY (>'JT or IRPN IN A FEW DAYS AND HE \\'ILL REMAIN TO 
FIGFT AND IS FULLY P~EPAjED TO GIVE UP HIS LIFE TO RID 
IRAN OF rnF AYArOLLAq 80NT:~OLtED GOVERNMENT. 
B. (S/NCPORN) .. !'C~-'.EIU 'S FOLLOWING: t>.'OT ONLY ARE MIDDLE 
ClA5S IPA~IANS FED UP rITH KHOMEINI AND HIS ~TUPID CLE~GY, 
HE SAI:C, BUT MANY OF THE POOR ARE TOTALLY DISCOURAlED ~ITH 
THE PRESENT SITUlTIO~ IN IRAN. (HCMEINI, HE SAID, HAS 
LOST THE BAC{ING OF THE PEOPLE AND HIS FOLLOWIN1 IS NOW 
IESS TRAN 30X. PESI:CES, HE A:CDE:C, KHOMEINI NEVER TRULY 
t:AD TEE SUPPORT INDICATED 3Y THE MASS 1AltCH~S PRIOR TO THE 
:t:EV0LUTION, S B'~i !"'.OST OF Tf!E PEOPLE WERE PA ID TO MAR Cd. 
c. (S/NCJOR~) ~uRrISH STRENGTH: wgEN AS~ED BY CATT I? 
PAlIZBAN HAJ TiiE MILITARY STRKN~TH TO COMBAT ~Hi I•ANIAN 
AF~.Y' ESPECIALLY ·~ITH T'IE IlnRo;;ucTIO~ OF TAN''S AND APC 's· 
INTO TEE BATTL!, HI R~SPONDED THAT THE ARMY ~AE PLAYEI 
INIO THE rl!NDS o• THE tURDS BY MOVINl THI TAN~S OU! OF 
B'I 
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THE SECURITY OF THEIR COMPOUNDS INTO THE OPEN. HE INDI
CATED THAT TA~KS COULD BE NEUTRALIZED BY THE IURDS, BUT 
HE wOUI.D NOT VOLUNTEER ANY INFO CONCERNING '!'YPE Of v:EA.PONS 
THAT "1IGHT BE USED. 
D. (S/NOFORN) ?UTURE GOVERNMENT: WHEN AS~ED WHAT TYPE OF 
FUTURE GOVT HE !!\VISIONED FOR IRAN, HE REPLIED, "SOMETHING 
OTHER THAN A DICT.A~ORSHIP" AN!> "A GOVERNMENT THT REPllE
SENTEt THE PEOPLE. A SOCIA.LIST GCVERNMENT iITH A S:rRONG 
LEADER WAS REQUI1Er. HE SUD, !,ND ADDED l'HAT B~\H'rPR 
(IORMFR PM) WAS THI CHOICE OE MANY IRANilNS. 
ORIGINATOR COMMENTS: 
! . (S/~OFORN) DATT f' AS i: NOION SOURC:i: ~"OR SEVERAL "10NTHS AND 
HAS SEEN HIM SEVERAL TIMES AT SOCIAL GATHERI~GS. SOURCE 
M!NAGFS HIS OWN BUSINESS AND HAS SAID HE W[LL MFVER LEAVE 
IRAN. HE aAS AN EXTRE"1E DISTAST! FOR KH0"1EINI AND HIS 
"FOLLOWERS." THIS IS THF FIRST TIME HE HAS DISCUSSED 
PALIZBAN AND KURCISH OBJEC~IVY.S. MOST PREVIOJS CONVE~SA
TIONS ONLY INCLUDE.C REMAR<S OF HOW UD THINJS WERE JOING 
IN IRAN ANI HO~ INFfT l!OMEINI WAS AS A LFADER. 
B. (S/NOFORN) rATT BFLIEVES SO~RCE HAS OVERSTATED PALIZBA~S 
FOLLOWING AND THE FACT THAT PALIZBAN IS THE LEADER OF THE 
~URDS. NO INIIVIDUAL AT THIS TIME CAN BE IDE~TIFIED AS 
A SINGLE LEADER OF THE KURDS. ALSO, ~E H'VE NO OTHEA 
EVIDENCE AT THIS TIME TO INDICATE THAT THE ULTI~ATE OBJEC
TIVE OF THE IRAKIAN T{URDS IS TO OVERTEROw THF. l(H0'1EINI 
LED PGOI. ~URDISH EFFORTS TO DATE INDICATE THAr THEr 
ARE WILLING TC FIGHT FOR MORF SELF RULE, WHILE AT THE 

•SAME TIME !IPECTING A L!R;ER SHARE OF THE BENEFITS ~HE 
IRANIAN GOVERN~EKT CAN PROVIDE. 
c. (S/NOFORN) ALTHC~GH THERE ARE NUMEROUS rrsr:LUSIONED 
AND UNSATISFIED IRANIANS (~OSTLY MIDDLI AND UPPER CLASS), 
THIS OFFICE DOES NOT FORESEE IN THE IMMEDIA'rE FUTURE (NEXT 
TWO TC THREE MONTHS), A SECOND REVOLUTION AND DISOLVEMENT 
OF THE PGOI. NO SINGLE GROUP OF IRANIANS ~T THIS mr'1E ARE 
SUFFICIENTLY ORGANIZED, ARl"ED 'ND TRHNED TO OViRTHRO\I' 
THE ENTRENCREL ·:ECMEINI REGIME. 
D. (S/NOFORN) HOWEVER THE POSSIBILI~Y EXISTS THAT IF 
ENOUGH CF THE POORER CtASS RELIGIOUSLY CONSERVATIVE IRAN
IANS BECOME SUFFICIINTLY DISGRUNTLED AND DISENCHANTED 
WITH KHOMEINI AND HIS INABILITY TO MEET THEIR iISING 
UPECTATIO~S FOSTEitEL BT THE 1ST REVOJ.UTION, 'N.C IF THIS 
GROUP IS PRESE~TED WITH A STRONG MAN/ORGANIZATION ~HICH 
PiESENTS AN ALTERNATIVE iO T9E CHAOTIC DOWNWARD SPIRAL OF 
TliE KHOMEINI GOVERNMENT, TfiFN iE WILL SEE A BACKL!Sq 
RIVOLU~ION OR AT LEAST INSTALLATION OF A NEW "NON-~HO~EINI .. 
GOVERNMENT. IF THE ECONOMY CONTINUES TO FALTER AND THE 
"1ASSES SiE{ NEW LEADERSHIP, TH! POSSIBILITY EXISTS FOR A 
LEF1'IST TA\EOVER WITH A RESULTING SOCIALIST RE(;IME. 
THE r.URtS MAY BE STRONG ENOUGH TO INSURE MORE AUTONOMY 
FOR THEMSELVES IN ~ESTERN IRAN, !UT AT THIS TIME W~ THINK 
THFY ARE INCAPABLE OF EXPANDING THEIR I~FLUENCE AND 
5TR~NGTH TO CVERTHRO~ TH~ GOVERNM~N:r. IF THE KURLS. 
AZARBAIJA~S. ARA3ISTANS, AND OTHlR ETHNIC GROUPS coo~~IN

ATF ut;IR EFFORTS .'SIMULT.'.NEOUS REBELLION! "ND JAIN 
MUTU t SUP!ORi ANr COOP~RATION TOWARtS THE SINGLE GCAL CF 
TOPP ING THE PaESENT GOVIRKMENT, THIN IN OUR OPINIO~ ~~FY 
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COULD SUCCEED. HOWEVER, IT IS NOT Ll{!LY ?HAT ALL nHF5~ 
,) GROUPS WILL ATTEMPT NOR EVE~ WANT TO ~OMBINI THEIR EFFORTS 

AT THIS TIME. ONE QUALIFICATION TO OUR CO~MFNTS MUST BE 
MADE THOUGH, IF PALIZBAN IN THJ NFXT TWO MONTHS CA~ 
NEUTRALIZE !HE ARMY IN <:OllDESTA.'J (THIS IS A POSSIBILl"'Y) 
AND THE MASSES BEGIN TO ABANDON ~HOMEINI BECArSE OF FURTHER 
LECAY CF THE ECO~OMY, THEN PALIZWAN (NOT NECESSARILY TgE 
i>URrS) MAY BE ACC UTED AS A NEW LEADJ:R. IN SUM'IAilY. n: 
FORESEE ~HOMEINI REMAINING FOR SEVERAL MONTHS AHEAD. 
PALIZBAN AND THE IURDS ~AI OBTAI~ GAINS IN SELF-LEADSR~HIP 
AND MORE INFLUENCE IN rHE CENTRAL GOVERNME~T, BUT T~EIR 
STRENGTH IS NOT ANu PROBABLY 'ILL NOT BE SUFFICIENT TO 
TOPPLE THE AYATOLLAH AND HIS REVCLU110NARIES. 
REVW 05 AUJ 99. 
RUS 3 
BT 
#8738 
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DE RUQMHR #8877 220 ** 
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R 080725z AUG 79 

FM AMEMBASSY TElfRAN 

TO USINT BAGHDruP 0225 

BT 

CONFIDENTIAL 

LIMITED OFFidIAL USE TEHRAN 08877 
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E.O. 12065: N/A 

TAGS: CVIS, IR (JAFF, SARCHEL) 

SUBJECT: NIV CASE 

REF: BAGHDAD 1635 

CLASS: 

CHRGE: 
APPRV: 

DRFTD: 

CLEAR: 

DISTR: 

1. CONFIRM ISSUANCE OF B-2 VISA FEB. 6, 1979 TO SARCHEL 

JAFF. HIS FAMILY, WHICH ACTIVE IN AGROBUSINESS~ WELL 

AND FAVORABLY KNOWN TO OFFICE OF AGRICULTURAL ATTACHE 

TEHRAN. 

2. ACCORDING TO AGATT , FAMILY CAME TO IRAN FROM IRAQ, 

FOUND FAVOR,AND PROSPERED. FORTUNES SUPPOSEDLY DECLINED 

WITH THE IRANIAN REVOLUTION AND ALL FAMILY MEMBERS 

EITHER LEFT IRAN ORWENT INTO HIDING. WE ARE UNABLE 

TO EXPLAIN CURRENT SPECIAL INTEREST TAKEN IN SUBJECT BY 

GOVERNMENT OF IRAQ. THERE WAS NO DOUBT HERE THAT HE WAS 

MEDICAL STUDENT PRIOR TO LEAVING IRAN, LAINGEN 

BT 
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DE RUQMHR #9448 239 ** 
ZN! CCCCC ZZli 

·R 261508Z AUG 79 
FM AMEMB!SSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASH:CC ~439 
BT 
C O N F I D E N T I A L TEHRAN 09449 

E.0 •. 12065: GDS~, SWI1T, E. lNN.) OR-P 
TAGS: PINS PGOV R 
SUBJECT: FIGHT! IN :CURtESTAN CONTINUES 

1. (C - ENTIRF ·rEXT). 

CLASS 
CHRGJ: 
APPRV 
DRF'?D 
CLEAR 
DIS'!R 

c 
<2. PGOI'S GET TOUGH POLICY WITH KURDS APPEARS TO HAVE 
<;r,Et TO INCREAS IN;LY SERIOUS KURlllSH ATTACKS. OVER THE 
~PAST TWO DUS, KURDISH REULS APPEAR TO lllVE !TUCKED 
.pGOI FORCES IN SEVERAL POI~~ IN !URDISTAN AND WEST 
1.ZERBAJAN, S~:IZING AN:C APPA F.;NTLY HOL:CING FOR AT LEAST 
TWO DAYS THE TOWN OF SA.GH!Z OCATED MIDWAY BJ:!WEIN 
SANANDADJ .A~:C THE TEMPORTY DEFACTO HEADQUARTERS OF THE 
\URDISH DEMOCRATIC PARTY IN MlHABAD. rDP LEADER 
G!USSEMLOU AND {URDISH REL.IGIOUS LEA.DER KOUSSENI ARE 
STILL APPARENTLY IN OR NEAR. MAHABA:C AND WHILE IT IS 
UNCLEAR IF THE KDP CONTROLS THE CITY OF MAP.ABAD, 'URDISH 
RE!iELS HAVE SEIZED THE 'IV ~AHABAD R!DIO STATION AND ARE 
PREPARING TO USE IT. 

3. ACCO!iDING TO AF REPORTS THE ':DP IS TRTIN~ TO 
NEGOUATE \ CEASEFIRE. IN THE AREA, BUT EMBASSY DOES NOT 
P.FLIEVE THAT EITHER SIDE IS PREPARED TO COME TO TERMS 
AT '!'Hl' "lOMENT. AT PRES Et/)!' KURDS APPEAR TO BE HOLDING 
THEIR OWN, ALT~OUGH P(lP!'IS CONTINUING TO SEND RE
.INFORCEl'ENTS TO T!!E AREl. 

4. ACCORDINl TO REPORTS RE~CH!Nl EMBlSSY, TENSION IN 
, 'BOTH TUR!ESTAN AND BALUCRI AREAS ARE INCREASING AND 

PEOPLE THERE ARE WATCHIN~ EVENTS IN !URDISTAN c1os;;1!. 

~ i5• EMBASSY SP~ES THl'.T ATTF."lPTED ASSASSIMATION 
·rnGUST 26 OF EDITOR OF GOV'.l!RNMENT PAPER :: ~.Yl!AN A.LTROU'.H! 
i.5EEMINGLY UNRELATEL TO '.l:URDI.STi\N WILL SERVE TO FURT !ER 

~ l!EIGHTEN TENSIONS IN TEHRA.N A.Nt QOM AND "lhE PGOI MC"F. 
•DETERMINED TO ":i'IN" AGAI~ST 'CURDS. TOMSE'l'" 
:BT 
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TBIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EIALDATED INTlL. 

1. CUUNTRYi IR~N (IR)/IR~Q (IZ) 
2. RF.PORT NUMBER: 6 946 0297 7~ 
z. TITtY: CONDITIONS IN wESTER~ IRAN IUl 
4. AB) 
5. DATE OF IN:FORM,TTON: 7909~2 
6. DATE OF REPOKT: 790825 
7. DATE/PLACE OF ~CQ: 790822/T~HRA~, IR\~ 
8. REFERENCES' T-XXX-42015, CONT; T-3C1-204SL CO~T 

u-u:s:.n".',~j?~18, CO\T 
9. ASSESS~ENT; :s.un,~~· INFO <. 
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15. ECIAL INSTRUC'HOtlS: SECRET - \•'ARNING NOT IC"!: -

~f: (; 
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c. IS/NOiO:rn/:.111,r•:TIL) r..; r1;F OP!'lION OF TIP SOCTl!C~ TPRF 
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:PASDARA~'S NEAR FNJ.~~1 , Tfl'EY l!EADFD FOR ;::.{".: AU~ AN:l FO':TND 
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DC-1A/DN-2El/AAT-~ 
N-2 
ECJ2 
;1233 
J2::' 
IPAC 15S/H4/12"> 
INC 
G-2 

·1sqo/'!'EHR!N Q'.9447 

··'0r: '"lC·~ • ,_ 
r. : '·•'O:>o~~-'/'ti\H'1lJ,) If.I.QI !URDS (ACCORDING TO INTl:J!PRE.TOR 

C. U LIV};L IN :C!i:::ES'fAN) WEllE SUN IN HANT IRANIAN, . 
1 ILLJ.JES. SOUllC' STAT ID THAT PN!R4LL-y° ONE COULD DIFFEll.,-
ENTIATE EFTYIEEtl TSF IRAQI '.:URD AND THE: IRANIAN !CURD BY 
THE TYPE OF ':IEHO~ T!IEY CURIED. THE IRAQI'S HAD KALAS!I-

~ NUOVS ANt TPE IEAi,lANS G-'.35. SOURCE ADDID THAT IT WAS 
A NOT UNUSUU ?OF ~ii·; IR.~ II ~URDS TO ENTER IRAN TO VISIT 
~ RELJ.'l'IVES P. ~i, S."V "00D. HOWEYJR, THEIR PRIMARr REASON 
~FOR CROSSI~J I':TC I!P.N AT Tl!lS TIHE IS TO OBT!I!'j \l'EUONS 
A AND AMMUIHTIOr\. . . 

f 
E. (S/NOl'.lRN/i'"li'NLL) , CO,NTAC'fS WitB IRAQI KURDS INI'ICATED 
THAT ilORJ:::''l CRl2SIN~S WITH S"1ALL ~ROUPS ns NOT DIFFIC!JLT. ·1 THE KUC"DS TOLD O? A 2ern STRIP - • ZONE OF DEATH" - THAT 
RAN FOR 1J01'./M INSIDE OF IRAQ ALONG Tf!E"SYRIAN, T'CTLISH 
AND IR!~IAN iOPDER. S~ALL FORTIFICATIONS AND TOWERS ~BRR · 

·., PLACEt AT INTERVAliS ALONG THE STRIP AND THESE YIERE !'1!\.'.lNl!:D 
~:BY ONE TO THREE I~AQI GUARDS. PJ:NJ:TRATION INTO ANt Tgl\.CUJf 

.THE ZONE EVEN IN »AYLI~HT WAS NOT DIFFI~UtT IF JROUPS WERF. 
SMALL AND ltEMAINEt ALERT •. PENALTY FOR ll:F:l'-'G 0 ~UGP.T H: iHE 
ZONE WAS DEATH II' YOU COULD READ AND 20 YEUS 1'1PfllSON'.'l~NT 

'•ll' YOU COULt NOT. IRAQI KURtS, THEt: WIU TOLD, WOULD STILL 
\iATTEMP'l' TO ~RG\I! SOHE 100DSTU11S IN THl !RE! BEC !UST<: 11' ''AS 

'

. FERTILE. IVEN THoui:u THE PRICE MIGHT BE ::lEaH; JATER 
S CARRIED IN FOR NEEDED GROWTH OF PLA~TS. 

(S/NOFORN/WNINT. EL) I.RANI!N KURDS DISCUSSED ;qTH THIS 
QUP AN IRAQI ':URDISB LEA'.DER BY THE NAME or DP.. MOHAMMAD 
MAN S U R A N I ll'BO LED THE UNITED SOCIALIST PARTY OP 
RDESTAN. THEY SAID If WAS A UNI1ICATI N or O~ER 

~HISH PARTIES ANt TIUt 0 E 01 'l'l!IIR ALS WAS TO ,P.ELP 
1IUNIAN KURDS. NO JUR!HER DID. · 
:G. (S/NOFORN/VNINTtL) SOURCE SAID THAT THEY HAD Ti!L'CE!> 
UTE THE CHIEF OF THE UIUHIEB K:OMITEH, MR.HAS \s AN I. 
HI' ·1AS A TALL, WELL BUILT If. AZARBAIJAN WHO ns \EU'lE'1ELY 
,paSITIVE ABCUT BIS CAPABILITIES .FOR CONTROLLING 'l'HE !:JRI:S. 
'SCGFCF. INDICATED BE REMJ.NDID HIM 01 AYATOLLAH rnu.,KHA.LI' 
m; ~HA.T HASSAN I 11As A RV'tauss 1~0TtsT. sou:a.cr FEl.'r TH.A.T 
:HIS EFFECTIVENESS WOULD· ONLY BE LIH~TED TO T~E =ITY 01 
ll~U:-11£H SINC-E CONTROL 01 THI COUNTRYSIDE WAS VIRTUALLY 

. rnPGSS IBLE. . • . •..• ... . . ~- .--
0

YSIDE WAS VIR'rUlLLl . 
L. (S/NOFORN/WNINTEL) SOURCE STATED THAT HE HAD .'l'ALf:ED 1 

;I'J.'l' THE KURDIS~ RELIGIQUS LJ:ADIR EZZllDDIN B 0 S S i: I N I. 
HCSS:F:INI SAID THAT THE tURDS DO NOT WANT 'TO F-IGl!T TRE 
IRA,iN ARMY, !UT THAT !BIT JUST DISIRED Tl!EIR lUTONO~T. 
TRE.' DS, HE ADDED, DO!NOI lfAN.T TO HURT THE PASDARANS AND 
MOJ~- DEEN, BUT ONLY lfI$H TO TAKE THEIR WEAPONS AND ,AMMO 
ANI' ND 'l'HJ:H Alf!!•- SO'ICJ: STATE»' U:U hE !!AD SEEN \A :BUS 
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S E C R E T SECTIO~ 03 OF 

FOR: 
DC-4A/rN-2Fl/AA~-c 
N-2 

~[~~· 
J23 
UAC 155/H,<:/lc:i 
INC 
iG-2 

OAD 01 PAST\l.,i~ ~~ STOPPED ?Y TffE '{URDS (UNJ:·ER T!U J;I'·~'.'I ':; 
or AN AUTO A~cr:qn) A~D 'I.LL iElPONS 'iERE RIMOVF.D '«.,::i: 
THE PASDAlil\~~ , ITHCO''l' P. SHCT FIRED. THI S:uitD~ 'l'Q:;, - 'i' 
BUS D~IVER ~O 'J.'.J"N AROJND !N!l R'!JTURN THI PIOPLE TO '_ 
ffOSSEINI SA.IL TH}: 'URDS !!Iii NOT BIHEADID ANT-IUNH: ·t 

a IF Til~T DID Hl-JPEN. TH~ BS DUA.NS. ll'EBl!Dln THEIR 0 ~; 
~ PFOPLE FOR l'.... llDA PURPOSES, 
~ I. (S/f'iOFORN/WNl ; DA.TT AS :ED SOURCE IF GEM PALIZ:Oi;" 
~ STP.'lilS HS DISCO OR KNOWN By THE :CURDS THAT HE 'F'. 
~ SC{!RCE REPLIEt LI I 'i!S crNCWN J:BOUT PALIZBAN EX::i:?:r 

f 
TEAT "'i WAS NO'! it WITH THE O::URDISH DEMOCRA.TIC -~' ,,-,-
'. ~I'P). NO ()Till w•s PROVIDED BT THE JtURDS CON:! ··n;_ 

1 
PALIZBA; 
ORDIN~TOit COl'tHElt'lidl ·-
L (S/~10FO'lN/WNIMt•fsfuRCE (HIGHLY PROTECT) IS A 3 1:1qn·· 

•"III.ITH! ATBCHt: IN \b , DATT AND SOURCE MEET AT ~;·o.z. 
~ 'l'NICE > i•/U; TO nsces THE IRANIA~SITlJATION. HIS l']'G 

:-As EE.El" 1f~RY ACCUR!U JN THE PAST. 
B.· (S/NOlO:tN/WNINT!'.1' \l~DER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD ~;, -.
lOLLO\V-UP R!!:PORT 1Nl1ii,!fE THAT A MILITARY ATTACa!. '~ILi-· T' 
I~ IRH MUE A '!CII TBROUr,H WESTERN IRAN. ALL '1ILPTS f.;;::, 
RESTRICTED FROM fUVELI'G BY SURFACE TRANSPORT OUTS Ii:·: 
TEHRAN ANJ: ALL TUPS' !!~Alli. MUST FIRST BE APPROVED rv ':':-
J-2 PROTOCOL AND 10RIIGI LIASO~ OFllCE. OBVIOUSLY '~v 
ICN0;1LEDGE OF THIS TRIP .lSSOCUTEr; WITH A FOREI:l~ '1ILP rT 
~OUL:C MEAfll. INVEW!aTI01'S AN]) POSSfi'tT DISMISSAT .. 
C, (S/NO:rt!RN/WNINl!r) U D!TT'S OPINION, B'SID ON '.""IS 
FIVE DAY; ON-SCENI INSPICTION TOUR or w. IRAN AND A~DI
TION/.L IN10 FROM O'fl!D SOURCES, THE SITUATION IN .$:0hB: ·~·; 
AND~. AURBAIJAll HlS BIEN GREATLY UA:lGERATID, 0Bi5~·1,,,~r 
11.ND BLOWtl' OUT 01· PROPORTtON :BT THE FARSI PRt!SS. I'i 
APUARS THU THl!I B1S i:I!!: ~N !TT':'IPT BT SOMEONE C?. }".C •? 
IN THE GOVT, POSSHLT EUN KHOMEINI, TO PURPOSILY MAGt'F'. 
ANI DIS'rORT 'l'HE SITUATION' HI KORDESTAN IN AN ATTE'ln TO 
R~LLY MASS OPINION OR AT LEAST PROVIDE SUlFICIENT JUSTI
FICATION FOR MAJOR AND MORE DRltS'l'IC DECISIONS !MD DEC LA o; -
TICNS BY KHOMEINI, A SPAR[ M&T JAVE !EE~ NEEDED TC r•~Ll 
1•01>_;: Sl:PPORT FOR i{HOMEINI, AND T·Dl cONFLICTS I~ KORTE3h~ 
HAPPFNE]) TO llE ADEQUATE CHIPS TO F"EI. 'Tl:': FI lE. DA T 
CO~TINUES TO B".:LIEVE TIUT THE .rnnDISB. P?O'lLtlM WILL 1'0~ IN 
ITS·.:LF PROVIDE B. SPRINl BOARD FOR· :r;~ O"HRTHROW OF '.l'Hi: 
PR:F:SE~!T KHOMEINI REGIME. MILITA"!ILY Tl!E {U'RDS CU BE 
l'ER!~~ncun :rnnILL! FIGH'l'IRS' 3UT '."IHY C~N NOT -~ -,, 0" 
'2ITJi' MY AN]) PASrAf!ANS JUTSIDE._.T!!E FC\JUTY OF Tf!i!;U '01,"-
'!'AIN AND ON Tl!'l: OTHER HAND TH~ lJl~NL\"1 ,\»•Y ~VF.'' J'l'-
T~J LP OF THE PASDARANS CANNOT EF••CTIVL~f 2LA~. -~- I 
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ATI' A!\i J:)~r:';..Tfl:'-, a~~y 1"iILITA.!<Y ?l!"FL -rri ~-r:: .~-·1: ~r 
iFF!CTIVILY cor~~ol ~er .U&CS. •ii ?:.5~~3':3 -- ··' 
FAVE Tr1E T~HINI'i'.i ~n tI<::IPLI~'- A:c , '·. 1. ;~ - ' " .. 

i!Vl,TPE MILL TO II1ET. 
tl"'i'V'il 2e AU; £Si 
BT ~U'i> "3 
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E.C. 12065: EtS-4 3/27/94 (T0~5 9 TH, VICTO L.) OR-P 
~!13: PIN5, P!~', I~ 
SUEZEfT: ryKRfST IK SlMA~!lJ 

1. (C - :!:~TI.tie rEX'!). 

2. IRl~IAN F2Il~rs OF !~3!SSr P~LITIClL OJFICIR wao 
VISlT'Et 1-:~J SHJU E CL-ISLA' .1!F.r':ST'.:'-:I, SANANDJ\J RELIGIOUS 
LE•.r:ER RZSID'i::\~ IN J'IH~H' '?'O 0"'?E~ '.7P1·!BTIN-1S o~ EID-E
FETR (JD~ 21), TJ~- REP02~INJ O!rI:~K r~AT ALL THOS! 
PRESENT AT SK!I'J'S HOJSF Wi~~ VFRY J?S!T 'T SITUATIO~ 
IN ~URDESTAN, &N~ i~~T iTMOSP{!!iI WIS 10RE FUNiREAl 
TZAN FESTIVE. LURINC 1iEIR VISI~, ! T~~EPHON~ CALL 
FRO~ SANA~!AJ" ~o ?ii S~iI'.H R3PO'TEn TRlT FOLLOflNG WIL 
PRAYERS STREET F'IG!l'.l IN1 Jj, ~· B:.o·:~N OUT THERE llETwEE'' 
JCLLOW!;Rs CF IHOMEINI SUFPCn,y "O"FTIZAUR AN!: PARTIS~)l5 
OF THE {URDISH D!MOCRA?IC PlD~r (v~p). 

C. LURING i 1HFiIF. VISIT, OFFICE!-~'~ F?.IbNDS i·EaE TA~EN 
"ASIDZ !Y T3E S~JI~e·s so~ '.w~o ~tEARLY IA~TEP !IS 

INrGRMl.'UON PASSF.D TC ft:,po:;.rrNG OFFICER)_ AN:C ~OLD TllAT 
T'.-i"b Sl~UATION I~ ''.cRDE5UN i1'AS ~"I~1 'f'J;RY CLOSELY . 
·,~HC!!ED BY BA'l-IAN SUb!NIS IN QUC:!:\N, TUR.\Ml\.N-SURA, 
BAL'JCHFSTAN, ANCA'il Tili" PFESIA~ ;::;Lf :C·AST. liAJ 
S~lI~H CL-ISLA~ ~lS TR'DITION~LtY ~lI•TlINGD V!RY CLOSE 
:ONfAGTS filfil TRISF OTRS~ SUNNI :o~MUNITIJS. 

4. COMME:'iT: SA.Ho.NDAJ i\AS ~EVER Bli~ .\ STRONGJOLD OF 
:;-JF.rISi! NA'!'ICNALISt•i. RHHER, l'.:' RAS AI.:IAYS BJE~ THE 
~OST PEESI~~Iz~r OF TH~ CITIES OF -onDIST~N ANr THE 
o.,:·~l:R OF 'IHR N'S INFL:JENCF: H' J:·r.:u PROVINCE. SANANDAJ· 
"'"~ N:·vrR INVOLH ... FCR I:BMPLr I~ ".'"Ii. \Ui\CISH RFP"'lLIC 
·~ov~'\T 0"' 1::;'.:"-46, A:.Jr f!Bl'i.~ T::.•r 'rl"IE RJ;1AINEn LO'Al 

- ,..,.,,,'1'1 .~ 1)1". - m -. V: r.·-rw ... ·• ~!'"' ·~ ,., -·' ' ,tN.RU sOf._R\\iMcNl. ·."lO,, !h~~.-c bi.~ OTL?. REPO;tT~ 
I~ !·. 1: A~P~Af !HAT T ' POP~L,TIO~ IS ~C~ :IVIDED IN 
115 YAL!IIS !ND T~AT TY~ RZVOLryTION~RY ~~TgORITIIS 

"'C,·:?I:'tE ' .. ~IA.I. 
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C 0 If F' I D E N T I A L STATE 22673111 
I 
a;.o. 1211165(J)S 8/28/85 <DILLERY, Co EDWARD> 

' TAGS1 PEPR,TU, IR 

'SUBJECT I CC> TURKISH CONCERNS ABOUT u.s. POLICY TOWARDS 
'KURDS IN IRANI TURKISH AMBASSADOR'S MEETING WITH Utl>ER 
'SEatETARY NEWSOM 

1., co.• ENTIRE TEXT>. 

,2. TlltKISH AMBASSADat ELEl\llAG CALLED ON Utl>ER SECRETARY 
>ltEWSOM AUGUST 27 ON INSTRUCTIONS ll'ROM ANKARA TO DISCUSS 
U.S. VIEWS All> POLICY ON KURDISH SITUATION IN IRAN. IN 

1 OPENING CONVER SAt ION, ELEl\llAG SAID GOT HAD RECEIVED CON-
FUSING WIRE SERVICE REPORTS OF DEPARTMENT PRESS SPOKESMAN'S 

I AUGUST 24 SUTEM!NT All> RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS. THIS HAD 

\
CAUSED ANKARA TO ASK HIM TO CLARIFY U.S. VIEWS All> POLICY 
WITH SEN I at OFFICIALS IN THE DEPARTMENT. HE HAD SEEN COPY 

~
'OF DEPARTMENl' PRESS GUIDANCE <SEPTEL>. SPECIFICALLY, 
ELEKDAG ASKID Fat u. s. ·~nws All> PJlSIT IONS" 0 N u. s. REL A-

IONS WITH IRAN AND 011 THE KURDISH SITUATION IN IRAN. 

3. Utl>!R S!CJIETARY RESPOll>ED THAT US•IRANIAN RELATIONS ARE 
Mf'ROVING AnER llATlltAL PROBLEMS WHICH AROSE IN THE WAKE OF' 
HE IRANIAN REVOLUTION. IOTillG THAT WE HAVE MANY SPECIF'IC 

ISSUES LIKE COMMERCIAL CLAIMS All> MILITARY CONTRACTS, THE 
Ull>ER SECJIETARY SAID THAT THE SITUATION IS IMPROVING. 

4. 'tHE Ull>ER S!CJIETARY SAID THE KURDISH SITUATION IS AN 
INl'ERIAL IRANIAN MATUR:. .WE HAVE llADE CLEAR THAT WE 
RESPECT THE TERR ITWlit .·fNTEGRITY All> Ill>EPEllDENCE OF IRAN. 
WE ,slll_t HE KURD I5'C <!'tT UATION AS ONE OF THE INTERNAL 
Pltdlf.!M F'ACiltll'TH! GOVERNMENT OF IRU. MR. RESTON HAD 
COfllM!NT!D o• THE SUBJECI OF THE .QUICK JUSTICr THAT HAD 
BEEN MEJ'ED.,tU]'.,II THE KURDISH AREA. HIS COMMENTS WERE 
&018 THE Lill!S OF OUR STAii> ING OPPOSITION TO EXECUTIONS 
Wlf.1l011f "AJ. TRIALS. 
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6 i:l..EMDAG NOHD THAT IN THE REP<J!TS THE GOT HAD RECEIVED, 
·•iu£ u.s. AUG. 24 STATEMENT SEEl'IED TO El'IPHASIZE THE NEED FOR 

.,.fflENGTHENING THE AUTHORITY Al't) EFFECTIVENESS OF THE 
:_.llZARGAN GOVERNMENT Al't) THE NEED FOR STABILITY IN THE 
REGIOll. THE STATEMENT DID NOT, HOWEVER, DISCUSS THE UNITED 
STATES POSITION ON THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF IRAN. THE 
Ull>ER SECRETARY RESPOlllED THAT AS HE HAD SAID, WE DO SUP-
PORT THE TERRITORif>L INTEGRITY OF IRAN. HE GAVE Al'IBASSADOR 
FJ.Ell>AG A COPY OF A RECENT PUBLIC STATEMENT BY U.S. CHARGE 
LAINGEN WHICH CLEARLY MAKES THIS POINT CSEPTEL>. HE 
EMPHASIZED THAT THE RESTON STATEMENT HAD TO BE CONSIDERED 
IN THE LIGHT OF THE QUESTION THAT HAD BEEN ASKED. THE 
QUEST ION CONCERNED EXECUTIONS AND MILITARY SALES All> WAS 
NOT RELATED TO THE SUB,J}CT OF TERR IT<ll IAL INTEGR !TY, 

6. ELEIOAG ASKED HOW THE u,S, VIEWS THE CURRENT SITUATION 
IN ALL OF IRAN. THE UNDER SECRETARY RESPONDED THAT WE ARE 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE TROUBLES THERE, NOT JUST IN THE KURDISH 
AREA, BUT AMONG THE OTHER MINORITIES. OUR Ul't)ERSTANDING 
IS THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS DOING BETTER IN ESTABLISHING ITS 
AUTHORITY IN THOSE AREAS Art> THAT THE ARMED FORCES, WHICH 
HAD BEEN BATTERED BY THE REVOLUTION, ARE ALSO NOW IMPROVING 
THEIR PERFORMANCE. 

7. ELEKDAG ASKED IF THERE WAS ANY INFORMATION THAT THE 
KURDISH REBEL.S IN IRAN HAD BFEN INFILTRATED BY COMMUNISTS, 
THE UtllER SECRETARY RESPONDED THAT WE HAD NO SUCH HARD 
INFORMATION. THERE WAS AN Jl't) ICAT ION THAT THERE WERE MANY 
SOVIET WEAPONS BEING USED. THEY COULD, OF COURSE, COME 
FROM ANYWHERE. THE UNDER SECRETARY NOTED THAT UNHELPFUL 
BROADCASTS FROM THE SOVIET UNION DO CONTINUE TO EMANATE 
FROM THE BAKU AREA. 

B. AS AMBASSADOR ELEKDAG WAS LEAVING, THE UNDER SECRETARY 
ASKED HIM IF THE GOT SAW ANY SPILL-OVER EFFECTS IN THE 
CURRENT U~EST IN THE KURDISH SITUATION OF IRAN, ElEKDAG 
RESPOWED THAT IF AN AUTONOMOUS KURDISH AREA WERE TO BE 

CREATED IN IRAN, THERE WOULD BE EARLY PRESSURE FOR AN 
INDEPEtllENT KURDISH STATE, KURDISH MINORITIES IN 
NEIGHBOR ING COUNTRIES WOULD BE AFFECTED BY SUCH A DEVELOP-
MENT, OTHER ETHNIC GROUPS IN IRAN WOULD PROBABLY ALSO 
MAKE SIMILAR DEMANDS, 

9, COMMENT: IT SEEMED CLEAR THAT THE PRIMARY CONCERN OF 
THE GOT WAS THAT THE U,S, STATEMENT OF AUGUST 24 DID NOT 
MENTION TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, AS SOON AS THE UNDER SECRE-
TARY REAFFIRMED THAT THE UNITED ST ATES SUPPORTED THIS CON
CEPT 1 ELEKD AG SEEMED TO BE SATISFIED AND HE BROUGHT THE 
CONVERSATION TO A QUICK CLOSE. VANCE 
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E.O. 12065: GDS 8/30/85 (SWIP'r, I. ANN) OR-P 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, IR 
SUBJECT: KURDISH SITUATION 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

2. SUMMARY: RELATIVE CALM CONTINUED TODAY IN (URDESTIN 
AS THE IRANIAN ARMED FORCES IPPARINTL! RIFRlINID FIOM 
ADVANCING ON KURDISH STRONGHOLDS AND VARIOUS EFFORTS 
WERE MADE TO FIND A NIGOT IATID SIHUMINT. IMBA:SSY IS 
NOT OPTIMISTIC THAT ANT LASTING SOLUTION WILL Bi FOUND; 
END SUMMARY. 

3. THE MILITARY SITUATION IN THE IURDISH !RIIS SllMS TO 
HAVE STABILIZED TEMPORARILY WITH IURDISH RIJllLS CONTINU
ING TO HOLD SOME IMPORTANT TOWNS (MlHlBlD, BANIK, 
SARDASHT) !ND THE IRANIAN ARMED FORCES, ALTHOUGH IN 
PLACE ON THE ROADS TO THESI AREAS,RIFRllNING FROM 
FRONTAL ATTACKS. THERE WERE REPORTS 01 MINOR "ATTACIS 
ON GOVERNMENTAL FORCES BY KURDS AUGUST 28, THI HOST 
SERIOUS BEING AN ATTACK ON A MILITARY POST AT JALDIAN 
(3652N, 45081) NEAR THE IRAQUI BOllDIR. 
4. ALTHOUGH KHOMEINI, FROM HIS STITIHINTS IND PllSS 
INTERPRETATIONS, APPEARS UNWILLING TO DllL WITH (URDISI 
DEMOCRATIC PART! LEADERS, SEVIRIL 1110iTS SllH TO JI 
UNDERWAY TO RIACH A NIGOTIATID SITTLIMINT. IROMIINI 
HIMSELF HAS OFFERED AMNESTY TO ALL LOVIR RANKING IURDS 
liHO ARE WILLING TO TURN THEMSELVES IN. I FIYl-MIN 
DELEGATION FROM THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL 01 TRI CIT! 
OF MAHABAD HAS BEEN IN TERRAN FOR SIVIR!L DAYS HllTING 
WITHQ WIDE RANGE OF PGOI LEADERS INCLUDING INTllIOR 
MINI ER S!BBAGHIAN !ND UNDERSECllTARY or DIFINSI 
KHAM E'I. THE TEHRAN TIHIS lNNOUNCID THIS MOININ; 
THAT ABBAGHIAN HAD REACHED AN AGRllMENT WITH TRI 
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DELEGATION TO PERMIT THI ARMY TO INTIR HABABAD PIACl
FULLY BUT IT IS UNCLEAR WHAT, Il ANY, AUTHORITY TBI 
KURDISH GROUP HAS. INDEED, ACCORDING TO ONI AlP RIPORT 
THE REBELS IN MAHABAD HAYE REJICTID ANY AGRJIHINT TO 
ALLOW THE ARMY TO ENTER. AT TBE SAHi TIMI, SHARIAT
MADARI HAS ISSUED A CALL FOR PIACIFUL SITTLEMINT 01 TBI 
PROBLEM, THE NATIONAL FRONT BAS ANNOUNCID ITS INTENTION 
TO SEND A DELEGATION TO KURDISTAN, [HOMEINI'S OWN 
REPR:ESENTATIVE, HOJATOLESLAM SHEIIB HOSSIINI IERMANI, 
WENT TO THE AREA AUGUST 28 TO SEi WHAT COULD Bl DONI 
AND THE PAPERS ARE EVEN CARRYING THI RUMOR THAT AYATOLLAH 
KHALKHALI HAS ASKED SHEIKH HOSSEINI TO COMI WITH HIM 
TO QOM TO MEET KHOMEINI. 

5. ARMED FORCES INACTIVITY !ND ALL THI !BOYi INITIATIVES 
DO SEEM TO INDICATE THAT THE PGOI IS STARTING TO LOOK 
FOR A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. ANY SUCH SETTLEMENT WOULD 
PROBABLY HAVE TO BE ON THE BASIS 01 AN AMNESTY 10R THE 
LEADERSHIP OF THE KDP AND A PROMISE TO WITHDRAW THE 
DISLIKED PASDARAN FROM THI AREA. SHOULD SUCH A DIAL Bl 
STRUCK BY LOWER RANrING PGOI OFFICIALS, IT IS NOT AT ALL 
CLEAR THAT KHOMEINI WOULD Bl WILLING TO ACCEPT IT. 

6. IN THE MEANWHILE, THE PGOI APPEARS TO Bl STARTING 
TO LOOK FOR SCAPEGOATS TO BLAME FOR THE KURDISH UNRIST 
AND APPEARS TO HAVE FALLEN ON AN OLD FAVORITE -- THE 
ISRAELIS. THE TEHRAN PRESS IS CARRYING TAGUE RIPORTS 
OF THE CAPTURE OF FOUR ISRAELIS IN THE FIGHTING AND 
PRIME MINISTER BARZAGAN (ACCORDING TO THE PRESS REPORTS) 
INTIMATED TO THE AUSTRIAN AMBASSADOR THAT BE THOUGHT THE 
ISRAF.LIS BACKED BY EUROPEAN AND AMERICAN CAPITALISTS 
ARE SOMEHOW INVOLVED. THE PGOI rs ALSO APPARENTLY CON
CERNED OVER LEFT WING (JEDAYAN-E-KHALQ) OR. "COMMUNIST" 
INFLUENCE IN THE EVENTS. ACCORDING TO THE PRJSS, SOME 
FEDAYAN-E-~HALQ MEMBERS HAVE PARTICIPATID IN THI 1IGHTING 
ON THE KURDISH SIDE AND AYATOLLAH TALEGHANI'S PIOPLE 
HAVE MENTIONED THEIR CONCERN OVER LEFT WING INVOLVIMINT 
IN KURDESTAN TO AN EMBASSY OFFICER. 

7. THE PGOI APPEARS TO BE DEALING VIRY CARl1ULLY WITH 
BOTH IRAQ AND TURKEY DURING THIS CRISIS. PGOI ARMED 
FORCES HAVE CAPTURED TWO ALLEGED IRAQI OFFICERS IN THE 
BT . 
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FIGHTING, BUT PGOI DOES NOT SEEM TO INTEND TO MAIE AN 
ISSUE or THIS. ACCORDING TO TBI PRISS, THI IIAQI 
AMBASSADOR MET KHOMEINI IN QOM AUGUST 26 AND PIOMISID 
THAT IRAQ WOULD NOT ALLOW IURDISH REBELS TO INTBI IRAQ. 
THERE HAYE BIEN NO REPORTS IN THI IRANIAN PRISS 01 AID 
TO KURDISH REBELS FROM TURIET. THE IRANIAN JORDER ARIA 
WITH BOTH TURKEY AND IRAQ IN THI KURDISH ARIAS APPIARS 
TO BE WIDE OPEN ON THI IRANIAN SIDI, AND EMBASSY IAD 
BEEN HEARING STORIES OF GUN RUNNING PROM TURIET TO 
IRAN FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. ACCORDING TO IMBASSY 011ICIR 
WHO VISITED TABRIZ AUGUST 27-28 TURKISH CONSULAR 
REPRESENTATIVES IN THI ARIA ARE KEEPING CLOSI Tli.!CK 
OF KURDISH ACTIVITIES. TOMSETH 
BT 
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NNNNVV ESB051BRA042 
PP ROQMHR 
DI R01HJA #1928 2431535 
ZNY CCCCC ZZH 
P R 311510Z AOG 79 
FM USMISSION OSBERLIN 
TO RUIHC/SECSTATI WASHDC PRIORITY 9485 
IN10 ROQMGU/AMEMBASSY ANKARA 350 
RU1BOL/AMEMBASSY BONN 4838 
RUfHiB/AMEMBASSY BERLIN 1814 
RUQMHR/AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 203 
RUFBOLA/AMCONSUL BREMEN 801 

~ ~g~:~u'~~g~~g~LF~:~~ii~~T 1 n~g 
~ RUFHMU/AMCONSUL MUNICH 2251 
~ :~1BOLD/AMCONSUL STUTTGART 872 

~ C 0 N 1 I D E N T I A L USBERLIN 1928 
~ 
~ B.O. 12055: GDS 8/31/85 (HUMPHREY, GEORGE) OR-0 
~TAGS: !SEC, PGOV, PINT, PINS, GW, WB 
~ SUBJ I CT; KURD I SH STUDENTS IN WEST BERL IN 
g 
; 1. (C-ENTIRI TEXT) • . 

2. THE ASSOCIATION OF KORDISH STUDENTS IN EUROPE (KSSE) 
HAS ANNOUNCED A DEMONSTRATION IN WEST BERLIN (BRITISH 
SECTOR) FOR 2 SEPTEMBER. 

3. THI KSSE, REPORTED TO BE A PRO-MOSCOW MARXIST-LENINIST 
J>RGANI ZATION, WITH APPROXIMATELY 150 MEMBERS IN THE FRG, 
':HAS 40 MEMBERS IN WEST BERLIN. FIRST SECRETARY ZARADACHET 
\BAJO, WHO RISIDIS IN WEST BERLIN, IS KNOWN TO TRAVEL 
'FREQUINTLY TO THE FRG IN CONNECTION WITH KSSI BUSINESS. 
'DURING ITS APRIL MEETING THE KSSE OPENLY ADMITTED TO BEING 
A BRANCH OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF KURDISTAN (DKP), A 
POLITICAL ORGANIZATION CLAIMING TO FIGHT FOR KORDISH 
AUTONOMY WITHIN IRAW, SYRIA AND TURKEY. 

4. THE KURDISH STUDENT ASSOCIATION (AKSA), HEADED BY 
JAH!L TALABANI, WITH HEADQUARTERS IN AMSTERDAM, REPORTEDLY 
'HAS A MEMBERSHIP OF 250 KURDISH STODENTS IN WESTERN 
EUROPE INCLUDING 20-30 IN WEST BERLIN. THE AKSA, ANOTHER 
RSVOLUTIONARY LENINIST-MARXIST POLITICAL ORGANIZATION 
''l"O'OK A STRONG STAND AGAINST THE SHAH REGIME HOPING THAT 
1· ftiw GOVJlRNMENT WOULD GRANT JULL AUTONOMY TO KURDISTAN. 

5. DURING THE 12 JULY MEETIN~ OF THE IRANIAN COORDINATION 
COMMITTEE HELD IN BERLIN'S TECHNICAL ONIVERSITY AND 
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SPONSORED BY THI CISNU, KEY MEMBERS OF THE ISV (EXTREME 
Ll1T) CRITICIZID THI NEW RIGIMI WITH STATEMENTS TO THE 
1111CT THAT INSTEAD or BEING NATIONALIZED, IRAN WAS NOW 
BIING RUN BY STATE orrICIALS AND CONDEMNED THE MASSIVE 
SUPPRESSION or MINORITY GROUPS WHICH WERE FIGHTING FOR 
POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS. THEY ALSO VOICED 
APPRIHINSION THAT THI MILITARY AND SAVAK MAY BE REACTIVATED 
AS AN INSTRUMINT or-OPPRISSION AGAINST THE PEOPLE. THIS 
MllTING WAS ATTINDID BY APPROXIMATELY 900 PERSONS, 
INCLUDING MEMBIRS 01 THI CISNU, ISV, THE ALTERNATE LIST 
fOR DIMOCRACY AND ENVIRONMINTAL PROTECTION (INCLUDING KPD 
AND KB MBHBIRS), THI PROTESTANT STUDENT COMMUNITY (ESG), 

~ GIM, AND USA. 
~ 

~ 6. INDICATIOl<S ARB THAT THE CISNU, WHICH RECBNTLY TOOK 
~A STAND AGAINST THI PRESENT REGIME IN IRAN, IS SUPPORTING 
~THI KURDISH CAUSE !BROAD BY ORGANIZING MEETINGS AND PRO
~IURDISH DIHONSTRATIONS. THE SUPPORT OF THE AKSA AND 
~ISSI BY THE CISNU IS SEEN IN BERLIN AS A FORERUNNER or 
'I SIMILAR POLITICAL MIRGERS WHICH COULD EASILY DEVELOP IN 
· IRAN AND BE DIRICTID AGAINST THE ORTHODOX RELIGIOUS 
j RIGIMI or IHOMIINI. THE COMBINED CISNU/KURDISH DEMON-
i STRATIONS IN 1R1NKJURT AND BONN LAST WEEKEND ARE CLASSIC 
g II!MPLIS OF THIS COOPERATION, 

; 7. THIRI RAVI BEEN NO INDICATIONS THAT THE AKSA OR ~SSE 
INTEND TO INGAGE IN ANY RADICAL ACTS AGAINST THE ALLIES 
IN WIST BIRLIN. NELSON 
If ...... _ 
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FM AMIMBASSI TEHRAN 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 3586 
INFO RUIKJCS/SECDEF WASH DC 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASH DC 
RUQMBI/AMEMBASSI ABU DHABI 0255 
RUQMGU/AMEMBASSY ANKARA 0246 

CLASS 
CH'lGE 
APPRV 
DRFTD 
CLEAR 
::ISTR 

RUEHAD/USINT BAGHDAD 0261 
; RUQMOD/AMEMBAS SI DOHA 0227 
~ RUSBQD/AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 0294 
~ RUQMRA/ AMEM:BAS SY J HD! 0289 
~ RUS BLK:/ AHEM BAS SI UB UL 0 298 
~RUOMKW/AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 0259 
*RUDTC/AMEMBASSY LONDON 0366 
~RUQMAM/AMEMBASSY MANAMA 0225 
~RUEHMO/AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 0280 
:f RUQMMT /AMEMBAS SY MUSCAT 0153 
E B.UFNPS /AMEMB!SSY PARIS 0314 
:ausNAAA/USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
PT 
~C 0 N F ID E NT I AL TEHRAN 09713 
, 
!tz.o. 12065: GDS 9/2/85 (SWU'T, E. ANN) OR-P 

T.lGS: PINT, PINS, IR 
SUBJECT: KURDISH SITUATION 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

2. THE PGOI HAS CONTINUED TO HOLD BACK FROM A FRONTAL 
ATTACK ON KURDISH HELD TOWN. HOWEVER, REPORTS CONTINUE 
OF SCATTERED ATTACKS BY KURDISH REBELS ON GOVERNMENT 
FORCES. INTERIOR MINISTER SABBAGH IAN WARNED ON NATIONAL 
TY SEPTEMBER 1 THAT THE ARMY IS READY TO GO INTO MAHABAD 
AND KHOMEINI IS CONTINUING TO CALL FOR DESTRUCTION 
OF THE KURDISH DOMOCRATIC PARTY AND ITS LEADERS. 
ACCORDING TO FARSI PAPER KATAN, KHOMEINI HAS THREATENED 
TO GO PERSONALLY TO KURDESTAN IF THE PROBLEM THERE 
IS NOT SOLVED SOON. 

3. THERE IS AN OBVIOUS SPLIT AMONGST IRANIAN AUTHORITIES 
ON HOW TO HANDLE THE !URDISH PROBLEM. AYATOLLAH 
SHARIAT-MADARI HAS GIVEN PUBLIC SUPPORT TO ANY EFFORT 
TO NEGOTIATE A SETTLEMENT WITH THE KURDS AND BOTH 
PRIME MINISTER BAZARGAN AND ARMED FORCES LEADERS PREFER 
THIS COURSE. EMBASSY CONTINUES TO RECEIVE STRONG INDICA
TIONS OF ARMY RELUCTANCE TO ATTACK REBEL HELt TOWNS. 
TALEGANI, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHILE NOT RULING OUT 
NEGOijATIONS HAS CALLED FOR A MUCH TOUGHER LINE. 

i. SOME SORT OF SOLUTION IS NOT REACHED SOON, 
EMBA I DOUBTS, HOWEVER, THE MODERATES WILL BE ABLE TO 
HOLD UT MUCH LON~IR A:;AINST KHO~IINI'S STRIDENT CALLS 
FOR ACTION. IRANIAN LEADERS APPEAR INCREASINGLY TO VIEW 
KURDISH PROBLEM AS COMMUNIST INFLUENCED, AND DENUNCIATIONS 
01 COMMUNIST PARTICPATION IN THE KURDISH REVOLT BY 
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:ONCERN. ALTHOUGH MANY IN THE GOVERNMENT SEEM TO 
REALIZE THAT CURRENT PROBLEMS IN KURDISH AREAS ARE NOT 
ENTIRELY THE FAULT OF THE ~URDS, MOST OF THE IRANIAN 
LEADIRS INCLUtING BAZARGAN WOULD PROBABLY APPROVE THE 
JSE OF FORCE IN THE AREA ONCE THEY SEE IT AS THE ONLY 
SOLUTION TO A Tr~FAT TO THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF 
IRAN. 

5. TFE ONLY HOPEFUL SIGN IS SABBAGHIAN'S COMMENTS IN HIS 
TV INTERVIEW THAT THE REBEL HELD TOWNS ARE RUNNING SHORT 
OF FOOD AND FUEL. SHOULD THIS PROVE TRUE THERE rs 
AL~AYS THE POSSI~ILITY THAT THE PGOI MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
FORCE REPEL EVACUATION OF THE TOWNS. WHILE THIS WOULD 
NOT RESOLVE THE REBELLION IT WOULD AT LEAST AVOID THE 

~ ~ILLING THAT WILL I~EVITABLY OCCUR IF THE ARMY IS FORCED 
~TO A FRONTAL ATTAC{ ON THE TOWNS. TOMSETH 
~BT 
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DE RUQMHR #9764 247 ** 
ZN! CCCCC ZZ!i 
O 041310Z SEP 79 
FM AMEMBASS! TEHRAN 

CONFIDEllJ'l'IAL' 

TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3el0 
INFO RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASH DC 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASH DC 
RUQMBI/AMEMBASSY ABU DJABI 0257 
RUQM~(/AMEMBASSY ANKARA 0248 
RUEHAD/USINT BAGHDAD 0263 
RUQMOD/AMEMBASSY DOHA Z229 
RUSBQD/AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 0296 
RUQ~RA/AMEMBASSY JIIDA 0291 
EUSBL\/AMEMBASSY ~~BUL 0300 
RUQM,~/AMEMBASSY {UWAII C261 
RUDTC/AMEMBASSY IONtON 0369 
RUQMAM/AME'1BASS1 M~NAMA 3227 

~ RUEHMO/AMEMEASSY MOSCOW' e282 
~ RUQMMT/AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 0155 
~ RUFNPS/AMEMUSSY PARIS 0319 
IRUSNAAA/USCINCEug VAIHINGlN GE 
,. ,BT 
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~ E.O. 12065: GtS 9/4/35 (SWIFT, E. ANN) OR-P 
~TAGS: PINS, PINT, IR 
~SUBJECT: THE COMMUNISTS AND THE KURDISH RE~ELLION 
o· 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

2. AS INDICATED BY EMBASSY REPORTING OVER THE PAST 

C' 1SS :O~"Ir"'~T IA!. 
CIF-'GE: ~""~.-::-·t: ·/4 .'?';1 
HP'.V: Cf!AR'.;?:VL~:.J"1Sl 
DRFTD· POL:EA3i!FT:J( 
CLEAR: fJCNE 
nI3TR: POL2 CRH} ICA 

E~O'I CRRO~ RF 

WEEK IRANIAN LEADERS HAVE SHOWN INCREASING CONCERN 
OVER "COMMUNIST• INFLUENCE IN THE KURDISH REBELLION. 
AYATOLLAH TALIGANI IN A SPEECH AUGUST 31 WENT SO FAR AS 
TO ACCUSE "ouR NORTHERN NEIGHBOR" (I.E. THE USSR) OF 
AIDING THE REBELS. 

3 •. EMBASSY HAS NO F.VHENCE THAT USSR IS IN ANY WAY 
DIRECTLY AIDING THI {UR~ISH REBELS. AS WE NOTED IN 
TEHJUN 9646, HOWiCVER, T'HE USSR BROADCASTS TO IRAN HA.VF 
CV'ER TH'E'1AST TWO WFEKS S~OWN SJPPORT FOR THE mats (BUT 
NOT FOR THE '.WRDISH DEMOCRATIC PARTY) AND AN INCREA5ING 
TENDENCY TO CRITICIZE THE PGOl'S BARSH ATTITUDE TOWARD 
THE KURDISH REBELLION. THE TUDEH PARTY, HOWEVER, IS 
TREADING A VERY FINE LINE IN TEHRAN. THEY HAVE CALLED 
FOR A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT TO THE FIGHTING BASED O~ 
AN IMMEDIATE TRUCE BY BOTH FORCES, AN END TO THE 
REVOLUTIONARY TRIALS AND NEGOTIATIONS FOR A PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT CF THE t(URDISH PROBLEMS. 

4. EMBASSY DOES HAVE INDICATIONS THAT LEFT-WING 
FEtAYAN KHALQ HAVE BEE~~ ACTIVE IN T:i:E lURCISH ltF:BELLIO'i 
BUT WE DO NOT {NOW HOW MhNY, WHETPE2 THEIR PRESENCS 
THER~IS CENTRALLY CONTROLED FROM TERRA~. OR WHETHFR 
THOS ·MEMBERS OF FEDAYA~ {HALQ INVOLVED IN THE FIGH'I~; 
MAY TUALLY BE KU~DS. AT LEAST ONE FEDAYAN KHALQ 
MEMB HAS BEEN REPORTED EXECUTED BY THE PGOI IN 
SANANDAJ IN CONNECTION WITH THE FIGHTING A~D SrELA'AT 
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or AUGUST 29 CARRIED A STCRY THAT "HEMAD SHAYBA~H. A 
PROMINENT MEMBER OF THE PRO'-MARHST FEI'AYAN rnALc 
GUERILLA ORGANIZATION" WAS ARRRSTEI RECENTLY ON CHAHGFS 
OF SENDING MEDICINE TO THE KURDS. 

5. TALEGANI'S SON TOLL EMBOFF ~ECENTLY THAT A MEIICAL 
STUDENT EXECUTED AFTER PAVER FIGHTING HAD 
WOR!ED FOR TALFGANI RELIEF GROUP FOR A BRIEF PERIOD 
BUT THAT THEY HAD STOPPED USING HIM BECAUSE THEY WERE 
CONVINCED HE WAS A COM~UNIST AND ONLY INTERESTED IN 
SPREADING COMMUNIST LITERATURE IN THE f.URDISH AREAS 
RATHER THAN DOING ANY USEFUL WORK FOR THE TALEGANI 
MEDICAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION. TALEGANI'S GROUP IS 
CONVINCE! THAT "COMMUNISTS" ARE VERY ACIIVE IN THE 
PRESENT KURDISH REBELLION. EMBASSY DOES NOT KNOW 
WHETHER COMMUNISTS HERE MENTIONED ARE UN-ALIGNED 
MARXISTS, FEDAYAN KRAL~ OR TUDER PARTY. 

6. IN ADDITION, MINISTER OF NATIONAL GUIDANCE, NASSER 
MINACHI, DURING MEETIN; WITH CHARGE SEPTEMBER 4 MENTIONEI 
"COMMUNIST" INVOLVIMENf IN KURDESTAN AS AN EXA~PLE OF 
HO~ THE LEFT WING PARTIRS HAI ABUSE! THE FREEDC~ GIVEN 
THEM IMMELIATEIY AFTER THE REVOLUTIO~. ~INACHI SAin 
THAT THE PGOI HAD BEEN WILLING ro OFFER THE COMMUNISTS 
FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND FXPRFSSION, BUT THEY HAD ABUSEB 
THIS BY INCITING ARMED R~3ELLION IN KURDEST~N AND OTHE~ 
AREAS AGAINST THE ISLAMIC RE~O!LIC. 

7. A SEPTiMBER 3 FBIS REPORT OF MOSCOW DOMESTIC RADIO 
(FBIS 032350Z SEP 79) JUST RECEIVED, QUOTES A TUDEH 
PARTY LETTER AS DENYING AMONG OTHER 7HINGS THAT TWO 

.TUDER PARTY MEMBERS (UNIDENTIFIED) WHO 'ERE EXECUTE~ 
IN KERMANSHAH, HAI ANYTHING re DO WITH THE "EXTREMIST 
~RO.UPS AND '!:VFNTS IN '.rnRDESTAN." TOMS ETH 
BT 
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DE RUQMHR #9769 247 ** 
ZNY CCCCC ZZH 
R 041403Z SEP 79 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO RUEBC/SECST!TE W!SBDC 3614 
INFO RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASH DC 
RUE~JCS/JCS WASH DC 
RUQMBI/!MEMB!SSY !BU DHABI 0258 
RUQMGU/!MEMBASSY ANKARA 0249 

CLASS: CONFIDENTIAL 
CH"GE STATE ·~·14/79 
IPPRV· CHARGF.:VLTOMSETH 
r-RFTD: POL:MJMETRINll:O:GC 
CLEAR: POL:EAWSIFT 
DISTR: POL2 CHG ICA 

RUEHAD/USINT BAGHDAD 0264 
RUQMOD/AMEMBASSY DOHA 0230 
RUSBQD/AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 0297 
RUSBL~/AMEMBASSY ~ABUL 0301 
RUQMKW/AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 0262 
RUDTC/AMEMBASSY LONDON 0369 
RUQMAM/!MEMBASSY MANAMA 0228 
RUEBMO/AMEMB!SSf MOSCOW 0283 
RUQMMT/AMEMBASSf MUSCAT 0156 
RUFNPS/!MEMBASSY PARIS 0319 
RUSNAAA/USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
RUQMRA/AMEMBASSY JIDDA 0292 
:BT 
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E.O. 12065: GDS 9/4/85 (METRINKO, MICHAEL J.) OR-P 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, MOPS, IR 
SUBJECT: TABRIZ ATTITUDES TOWARDS KURDISH UNREST 

1. (C - ENTIRE TUT). 

2. SUMMARY: DESPITE BASIC ETHNIC DIFFERENCES AND SOME 
TRADITION OF ANIMOSITY, AZARBAIJANI TUR~ISH COMMENTS 
ON KURDISH UNREST REVEAL A LARGE DEGRF.E OF SYMPATHY 
FOR KURDISH AIMS. KURDISH INSURGENTS ARE REPORTEDLf 
BEING VERT CAREFUL IN DEALING wITH THEIR ETHNIC TURKISH 
NEIGHBORS, AND POPULAR PERCEPTION OF THIS IS AFFEC~'INtl 
THI ATTITUDES OF TURKS IN IRAN TOWARDS THE KURDS. 
END SUMMARY. 

3. DURING THE PAST TWO WEE!S, POLOFF HAS SPO~EN TO A 
NUMBER OF ETHNIC TURKS IN TABRIZ ANE TEHRAN ABOUT T.'lE 
KURDISH UNREST. THE BASIC T'BRIZ ATTITUDE EXPRESSEL 
TOWARDS THE ~URDISH FIGHTING HAS BEEN ONE OF SYMPATHY 
FOR KURtISH DEMAN:CS' AND CONDEMNATION or Pr.or A~Jt QOM 
ATTAC{S ON KURDISH DEMOCRATIC PARTY LEADERS. 
t. ON 28 AUGUST VISIT TO TABRIZ, POLOFF WITNESSEL FU~'ERAL 
PROCESSION FOR TWO TABRIZ REVOLUTIONARY GUARD VOLUNTEERS 
WHO H!D BEEN ~ILLID IN \URDISH FIGHTING. THE PROCESSION 
WAS COMPOSED OF ONLY SLIGHTLY OVER 100 PEOPLE, ANL rF.S?ITE 
ITS ROUTE ALONG TA:BRIZ'S MAIN STREET, ATTRA:TED NO 
INTEREST FROM PASSERS BY. PEDESTRIANS :ONTINUED TO 
WALK NORMALLY AS THE PROCESSION PASSED. A~E THE SLO~-IOJN 
IN STREET TRAFFIC WAS GREETED WITH 10RN BLOWING BY 
IRRmTEE DRIVERS. THE PROCESSION LED THE DRIVER OF 
POLO 'S TAXI TO COMMENT CAUSTICALLf ON TH~ POLITICAL 
CHAO RESULTING FROM THE REVOLUTION, AND HE CONTINUED 
WIT LENGTHY DESCRIPTION OF UNEMPLOYMENT IN TABRIZ 
AND THE GENERAL STUPIDITY OF SENDIN~ VOLUNTEERS FROM 
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Tl!RIZ TO 1IGHT THI KURDS. IN A SUBSEQUENT COhVERSftTIO' 
WITH 1 LOCAL MERCHANT, POLor:r WAS TREATED TO ONE VErtSION 
01 THE GUARDSMEN'S DEATH. THE MERCHANT CLAIMEI THAT h'O 
HILICOPURS 01 VOLUNTURS HAD BEEN SENT FROM TABRIZ '!'O 
THE SAQQIZ ARIA, AND THE VOLUNTEERS HAD BEEN CAPTURED 
IHHIDIATILT lPTIR LANDING. THE KURDISH CAPTORS 
lLLIGIDLT lSIID THE VOLUNTEERS IF THEY PROFESSED LO'ALTY 
TO SH1Rl1T-M1DARI OR KHOMEINI. THOSE Wf:O CLAIMED THE 
10RHIR VIRE SET PREE AND TOLD NOT TO INT~RFERE IN 
KURDISH AJPAIRS AGAIN. THOSE WHO CLAIMED ~HE LATTER 
WERE SHOT. IN A DIFFERENT INCIDENT REPORTED 11 T~~ 
PRESS, A NUMBER OF TABRIZ VOLUNTEERS WERE srRIPPE0 OF 
THEIR VIAPONS BT IURDISH INSURGENTS AND ALLO•EI !0 
RETURN HOME PEACEFULLY. SEVERAL TABRIZ SOiRcrs E~'H 
COMMENTID TO POLOFF THAT THE i{URDS WERE TllEATIN:; El't'.N iC 
TURKISH REVOLUTIONARY ~UARDS FAR BETTER THA~ THFY 
DISERYID, AND THAT THIS POLICY ~AS AIMED AT ~EEPI~; 
TURKISH/KURDISH RELATIONS AS AMICABLE AS POSSIBLE. 

5. TABRIZ'S RELIGIOUS LEADER AYATOLLAH SHARIAT-MADARI 
HAS ALSO MADE PUBLIC COMMENTS WHICH MIGHT BE SEEN AS 
GU!RDELY PRO-KURDISH. IN A PRESS INTERVIEW ON 29 
AUGUST, SHARIAT-MADARI CLAIMED T~AT THE OBJECTIVE OF 
THE FIGHTING IN KURDESTAN WAS TO SECURE THE RIGHTS CF T'!E 
KURDISH PEOPLE. AND SUCH RIGHTS COULD BE SAFEGUARDEt A~D 
GUARANTEED WITHOUT THE NEED TO RFSORT TO WAR AND VIOLENCE. 
UNLIKE KHOMEINI, SH!RIAT-MADARI HAS NOT ATTAC,ED 
KURDISH RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL LEADER SHEI{H IZZEDIN 
HOSSEINI, PERHAPS SEEING PCTENTIAL PARALLELS IN 
HOSSEINI'S ROLE AND HIS OWN AS AN ETHNIC ~INORITY 
LEADER. TOMSETH 
BT 
#9769 

NNNN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

117 

T".'!EA J f '>7~9 



DE RUQMHR #9858 249 ** 
ZNT CCCCC ZZH 
R 061233Z SEP 79 

CONFILENTIAL 

FM AMEMBASST TEHRAN 
TO RUiBC/SECSTATE WASHDC 3667 
INFO RUIKJCS/SECDEF WASH DC 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASH DC 
RUQMBl/AMEMBASST ABU DHABI 0261 
RUQMGU/AMEMBASST ANKARA 0250 
RUEHAD/USINT BAGHDAD 0267 
RUQMOD/AMEMBASST DCHA 0233 
RUSBQD/AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 0299 
RUQMRA/AMEMBASSY JIDDA 0295 
RUSBLK/AMEMBASSY KABUL 0302 
RUQM~W/AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 0265 
RUDTC/AMEMBASST LONDON 0373 
RUQMAM/AMEMBASSY MANAMA 0231 
RUEHMO/AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 0284 
RUQMMT/AMEMBASST MUSCAT 0159 
RUFNPS/AMEMBASSY PARIS 0321 
RUSNAAA/USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
BT 
C 0 N F I D E N T I A L TEHRAN 09858 

E.O. 12065: GDS 9/6/85 (GRUMMON, STEVE) OR-P 
TAGS: PINS, IR 
SUBJECT: TURKISH RELATIONS WITH IRANIAN KURDS 

1. (C-ENTIRE TEXT) 

TEBRA~ 9'3:58 

CLISS: CO~FID•NTIAL 
C~~GE' STATE '16/79 
~PPRV· CHARGE:VLTOMSETH 
rRFTD' POL:SGRU~MON:GO:f .. 
CLEAR: POL:EASwIFT 
DI5TR: POL-2 CH~RGE CHRON 

F DATT ARMISH/~AI-

2. WHILE IN TABRIZ POLOFF METRINKO AND DEPTOFF GRU~MON 
PAID A COURTESY CALL ON THE NEW TUR~ISH CONSUL GENERAL. 
DURING THE COURSE OF THE CONVERSATION THE LATTER REVEALED 
THAT TURKISH OFFICIALS (PARTICULARLY AT THE TURKISH 
CONSULATE IN URUMIYEH, FORMERLY REZAIYEB) HAVE REGULAR 
CONTACT WITH IRA~IAN KURDISH LEADERS. (HE DID NOT SAY 
WHETHER TURKEY WAS PROVIDING MATERIAL SUPPORT TO THE 
KURDS.) 

3. APPROXIMATELY FIVE DAYS AFTER THIS CONVERSATION THE 
TURKISH GOVERNMENT, PERHAPS IN RESPONSE TO AN IRANIAN 
COMPLAINT THAT A~ UNNAMED MOSLEM COUNTRY WAS SUPPORTIN~ 
THE KURDS, ISSUEt A FORMAL PUBLIC COMMUNIQUE EMPHATICALLY 
STATING THAT TURKEY WAS NOT INTERFERING IN IRAN'S 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS AND THAT IT WAS NEITHER GIVING SUPPORT 
TO THE GOVERNMENT NOR THE ~URDS IN THE CURRENT ROUND OF 
FIGHTING. THE TUR~ISH CONSUL'S COMMENTS INDICATE, 
HOWEVER, THAT THE TURKS INTEND TO APPLY THEIR NEUTRALITY 
POLICY IVENLY BY KEEPING COMMUNICATIONS CHANNELS OPEN 
TO BOTH SIDES. 

4. THI CONSUL ALSO REPORTED THAT THE IRANIAN GENDARMERIE 
BORDI POST AT SERO (RECENTLY THE SCENE OF FIERCE FIGHTING 
BETW N IURDS AND GOVERNMENT SECURITY FORCES) HAD BEEN 
!BAN NID. PEOPLE WIRE FREltY CROSSING THE BORDER (THE 
CONS HAD DONE SO ON AUGUST 26) AND THE GENDARMERIE 
HIAD ARTERS WAS OCCUPIED BY A LONE KURDISH SHEPHERD. 
TOMS ETH 118 
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DE RUERC #6459 2511642 
ZNY CCCCC ZZ!I 
R 08"102Z SEP 79 
FM SECS~ATE WASHDC 
TO RUEHAD/USINT BAGHDAD 2Z55 
INFO RUOMGU/AMEMBASSY AN(ARA 3710 
RUEHDM/AMEMFASSY DA~ASCUS 5755 
RUQMHR/AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 4474 
BT 
C 0 N F I D E N ~ I A L STAT~ 23542? 

E.O. 12065: JDS: 9/5/95 (CASEY, MARY ANN) 

TAGS: PINT, IZ, IR 

SUBJECT:UPDATE ON ~U~DS 

REF: A) BAGHDAD 1951; B) BAGF.DAD li57 

1. C - ENTIRE TEXT 

2. WE APPRECIATED RECEIVING ASSESSMSNT CONTAIN J 
REFTEL A OF cua~1NT SECURITY CONDirro~s IN l~A I ~UaLISTlN. 
WE RAVE BEEN CLOSELY FOLLOWING TEE DISTURBA~CE IN 
NEIGHBORING IRANI ~URDISTAN AND YOCLD B~ INT~R sr~D IN 
KNOWING OF ANY I~DICAIIO~S THAT EV~NTS IN !~AN a~E oAViN~ 
AN ADVERSE EFFECT ON ONDITIONS IN ~ORD!5& IRA~. 

3. WE WOULD ALSO BE I~TERESTED IN ~AVING YOUR VIEJS 
ABOUT REPORTS OF ALL1GED COL~CSION BET~E?N I~A~I 'lR~S 
AND IRANI KURDS IN TEE LATE!T CLASEES ~EAT ~AVE JGCUR~!J 
WITH IRANIAN GOVE~NMENT !ROOFS. 

4. THE INCREASED PRESENCE OF IR!QI 'UR~ISE REFUGEES I~ 
IRANI KURDIS!AN iAISIS THE QUES!ION JF Wg?TBE~ CR ~Jr 
THESE REFUGEES MIGHT POSE A POTENTIAL T~RElT TJ TPE 
SECU~ITY OF IRACI ~URDISTA~, S~OULD ANT LARG~ SCAt~ 
WESTWARD MOVEMENT OCCUR, EITHER AS A R~2CLT OF EFFORTS 

TO FLEE CURRENT FIGHTING IN T&E MARA9AC AREA C1 AS A 
RESULT OF EFFORTS TO DESTABILIZE THI SITUATION IN 
NORTHERN IRAQ. 

5. !NY INFORMATION YOO ~IG~T BE ABLE T1 PROVl~i O~ 
THIS GENERAL SUBJECT WILL BE ~ELPiOL I~ JIVING US A 
CLE,,ER PICTURE 0" THE SI'l'UA'l'ION. VA~CZ 

BT LI 

. 120 

CHG 
CH RON 
ECON 
RF 



C 0 N F I D E N T I A L 

DE HUQMHR #9904/01 252 ** 
TEHRAN 9904/1 

ZNT CCCCC ZZl:l 
0 091244Z SEP 79 
FM AMEMBASSY TF.nRAN 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 36S5 
INFO RUEKJCS/SF.CtEF WASH tC 
RUE{JCS/JCS WASH DC 
RUQMBI/AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 0269 
RUQMGU/AME~BASSY ANKARA 0258 
RUEHAD/USINT BAJHDAD 0275 
RUQMOD/AMEMBASSY DOHA 0241 
RUSBQD/AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 0308 
RUQMRA/AMEMBASSY JIDtA 0303 
RUSBLK/AMEMBASSY ~ABUL 0310 
RUQMKW/AMEMBASSY ~UWAIT 0273 
RUDTC/AMEMBASSY LONDON 0381 
RUQMAM/AMEMBASST MANAMA 0239 
RUEHMO/AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 0292 

:' RUQMMT/AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 0157 
· RUFNPS/AMEMBASST PARIS 1'?,30 
. RUSNAAA/USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 

BT 
C 0 N F I t E N T I A L TEHRAN 0?904 

E.O. 12065: ~LS 9/9/85 (SWIFT, ELIZABETH A.) OR-P 
TAGS: IR, PINT, PINS 
SUBJECT: KURDISH SITUATION 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

cuss 
i:H'GE 
APPRV 
!JRFTD 
CI, EAR 
rISTR 

2. PGOI ARMED FORCES APPEAR NOW TO BE IN CONTROL OF ALL 
MAJOR TOWNS IN THE KURDISH REGION. PGOI FORCES 
REPORTEDLY TOO~ PIRANSHAHR SEPTEMBER 5 AND SARDASHT 
EVENING OF SEPTEMBER 6. REBEL IURDISH FORCES HAVE 
RETIRED TO THE HILLS BUT HAVE NOT YET BEGUN ANY ORGANIZED 
GUERILLA ATTAC{S ON PGOI FORCES. ALTHOUGH GOVERNMENT 
FORCES ENTERED MAHABAD SEPTEMBER 3, TOWNS PEOPLE APPARENT
LY STAGED FAIRLY LARGE PRO-KURDISH DEMONSTRATION (PRESS 
REPORTS 2,000 DEMONSTRATORS) SEPT 5 WHICH HAD TO BE 
BROKEN UP RT GOVERNMENT TROOPS FIRING SHOTS INTO AIR. 

3. ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 GROUP OF HIGH RANKING PGOI 
OFFICIALS LED BT PRIME MINISTER BAZARG!N VISITED MAH!BAD 
AND OTHER KURDISH TOWNS. (GROUP INCLUDED MINISTER OF 
THE INTERIOR SAHB!GHIA~, JOINT CHIEFS HEAD GENERAL 
SHAKER AND ARMY COMMANDER FALAH!). GROUP APPARENTLY 
DISCUSSED RELIEF ASSISTANCE !ND DEVELOPMENT NEEDS OF 
THE KURDISH REGION. DURING THE VISIT, BAZARGAN PUBLICLY 
REAFFIRMED ~HOMBINI'S STATEMENT THAT THE PGOI A~NESTY 
FOR THE REBELS DID NOT REPEAT NOT APPLY TO THE KDP 
LEADERSHIP. IN ADDITION, •HOMEINI AGAIN ON AUGUST 9 
IN AN EMOTIONAL SPEECH COMMENORATING THE 17 OF SHAHRIVAR 
OFFERED A ~E~ERAL AMNESTY TO ALL THOSE YOUNG KURKISH 
MEN WHO HAD BEEN "DECEIVED" ~y THEIR LEADERS. 

4. REVOLUTIONARY JUDGE KHALKHALI HAS CONTINUED TO MOVE 
ABOU~ ~HE KURDISH AREAS HOLDING REVOLUTIONARY COURT 
TRIAIIS. HE HAS APPARENTLY SET UP TEMPORARY HEADQUARTERS 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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POL2 CHG ICA 
SCON CONS CHR 
RF 

C 0 N f I D E N T I A L 
121 

TEHRAN 9904/1 



C 0 N F I D E N T I A L 

IN MAHABAD. IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE TEHRAN TIMES 
SEPTEMBER 9, KHALKHALI SAID THAT CONTRARY TO REPORTS IN 
THE INTERNAIONAL PRESS OF APPROXIMATELY 90 UECUTIONS, 
"ONLY 53 PEOPLE HAVE BEEN EXEC1J'tED THROUGHOUT KURDESTAN 
PROVINCE." KHALKHA&I ADDED THAT HE BAD PARDONED MORE 
THAN 1,000 AND DID NOT EXPECT MORE TO DRAW A SENTE1~CE 
(SIC). COMMENT: EMBASSY HAS BEEN KEEPING TRAC~ OF 
EXFCUTIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED IN THE TEffRAN PFESS 
AND OUR FIGURES ON THOSE EXECUTED FOR DIRECT INVOLVEMENT 
IN THE KORDISH REBELLION IS 56. NINE OF THESE 1A'ERE 

TSBRAN 9904/1 

PGOI MILITARY OFFICERS AND MEN AND WE ASSUMED SOME OF 
THOSE EXECUTED WERE NOT ETHNIC KURDS. EMBASSY ASSUMES 
KHALKHALI'S FIGURE IS FAIRLY ACCURATE AS HE HAS NEVER BEEN 
RETICENT ABOUT HIS EXECUTIONS. KHALKHALI'S BRAND 
ISLAMIC JUSTICE CONTINUES TO BE THAT 01 AN "EYE FOR 
AN EYE". IN TP.E INTERVIEW, i!:HALKHALI STATES THE HARDEST 
PUNISHMENT HE ISSUED WAS TO A MAN IN MAHABAD RESPON3IBLE 
FOR SMASHING THE TEETH OF A PRISONER AND BLINDING HIM. 
KHALKHALI STATED HE HAD ORDERED THE SAME PUNISHMENT 
FOR THE MAN BUT HAD REFRAINED FROM BLINDING HIM AFTER 
THE RELATIVES OF THE MAN'S VICTIM, ISLAMIC STYLE, GAVE 
THEIR PARDON. 

5. BOTH FARSI LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH PRESS HAVE CARRIED 
VERY BRIEF MENTIONS OF UN HUMAN RIGHTS SOB-COMMISSION 
APPEAL TO PGOI FRIDAY THAT "THE REPORTED SUMMARY EXECUTIONS 

, OF NUMEROUS !WRDS HI IRAN" BE STOPPED. EMBASSY NOTES THAT 
WE HAVE HAD NO REPORTS OF EXECUTIONS SINCE SEPTEMBER 5 
WHEN FOUR REBELS WERE EXECUTED IN SA.QEZ. IN PARTICULAR, 
THERE APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN NO EXECUTIONS IN MAnABAD 
FOLLOWING ITS OCCUPATION ON SEPT 3. 

6. HAVING WON WHAT THEY CONSIDER A MILITARY VICTORY 
AGAINST THE ~ORDISH REBEL FORCES, PGOI LEADERS, INCLUDING 
KHOMEINI ARE NOio' OBVIOUSLY TRYING TO WIN OVER KURDISH 
ALLEGIANCE BY OFFERS OF ASSISTANCE TO THE AREA AND 
LENIENT TREATMENT FOR ALL BUT THE LEADERSHIP OF THE 
REBELS. IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER THE ~URDISH 
REBEL LEADERSHIP IN THE HILLS WILL PERMIT THE PGOI FORCES 
TO CARRY OUT THIS POLICT AND WHETHER THE ~URDS IN THE 
AREAS UNDER GOVERNMENT CONTROL, EMBITTERED BY THE HARSH 

·GOVERNMENT POLICIES, WILL BE WILLING TO WOR~ WITH THE 

C 0 N F I D E N T I A L TEHRAN 9904/1 

~ 0 N F I D E N T I A L TEdRA.N 904/2 

PGOI IN REESTABLISHING ORDER. TOMSETH 
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RH RU~HR 
DE RUGl'IGU 16618 2530845 
Z NY CC CCC ZZH 
R 10070 lZ SEP 79 
FM AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
TO RUEHC/SECST ATE WASHDC 8 183 
INFO R UF'LEPA/ AMCONSlL ADANA 95 02 
RUEHAD/USINT BAGHDAD 285 
RUQMPL/AMCONSUL ISTANBUL 8561 
RUGl'IHR/ AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 6148 
RUFLAEA/ AMCONSll. IZMIR 1753 
BT 
C o N F' I D E N T I A L ANKARA 6618 

E. o. 12065: GDS 917/85 CKUX, DENNIS) OR•P 
TAGS: PFOR, PEPR, TU 

'J01587 

SUBJ: CC> TURKISH VIEWS ON KURDISH TROUBLES IN IRAN 

1. CC> - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. THIS IS AN INFORMATION MESSAGE; NO ACTION REQUIRED. 

POL 
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3. MFA DIRECTOR FOR MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA KOKSAL, HAS 
TOLD US THAT TURKS HAD HEARD IRANIANS WERE PLANNING TO 
LAUNCH NEW MILITARY ACTION AGAINST CONCENTRATION OF KURDISH 
REBELS IN AREA NEAR IRAQI BORDER. WHILE FOR THE MOMENT 
SITUATION IN KURDISH AREA SEEMS CALM, REPORT SUGGESTED THAT 
TEST OF' STRENGTH BETWEEN CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND l<URDISH OPPONENTS 
WAS LIMITED BUT THEY HAD THE IMPRESSION THE KURDS, DESPITE 
LACK OF' POLIT !CAL UNITY AMONG THE VARIOUS GROUPS, HAD 
MANAGED TO AMASS A SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF ARMS AND COULD 
POSE A CONSIDERABLE GUERRILLA THREAT TO THE IRANIAN 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT FORCES. 

L!3 



4. THE POSSIBILITY OF" ARMED ACTION NEAR THE IRAQI BORDER 
ALSO RAISED THE QUESTION OF" IRAQI RESPONSE. SO F"AR THE 
GOT WAS UNQ.EAR WHAT GAME IRAQ WAS PLAYING VIS·A·VIS 
IRAN. ON THE ONE HAND INSTABILITY IN THE REGION WAS A 
UNHELPF"UL TO IRAQ AS IT WAS TO ANYONE ELSE. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, THERE WERE SUF"F"ICIENT POINTS OF" Jl'R I CTI ON 
BETWEEN A REVOLUNTIONARY IRAN AND IRAQ THAT THE LATTER 
MIGHT WELL WISH TO STRENGTHEN ANTI-KHOMEINI F"ORCES. 

5. REGARDING TIES BETWEEN IRANIAN KURDS AND OUTSIDE 
COUNTRIES, KOKSAL SAID THAT THERE WERE MANY REPORTS, BUT 
NOT MUCH HARD EVIDENCE, OF" F"OREIGN INVOLVEMENT WITH THE 
IRANIAN KURDS. HE ASSUl'IED THAT OUTSIDE POWERS 
NOTWITHSTNADING PREDICTABLE DENIALS WOULD F"EEL STRONG URGE TO 
INV<l.VE THEMSELVES IN KURDISH ACTIVITIES. REGARDING LINKS BE• 
TWEEN TURKISH AND IRANIAN KURDS, KOKSAL EMPHASIZED THAT RECENT 
PRESS REPORTS THAT TURKISH KURDS WERE PROVIDING LARGE• 
SCALE ASSISTANCE WERE TOTAL JOURNALISTIC F"ABRICATIONS. TO 
DATE, GOT DID NOT HAVE IMPRESSION THAT THERE WAS NAY 
SUBSTANTIAL LINKAGE ALTHOUGH, OBVIOUSLY, WHAT 
HAPPENED WITH THE KURDS IN IRAN WOULD HAVE A GREAT 
IMPACT ON ATTITUDES OF" TURKISH KURDS. 

6. BECAUSE OF" THIS, AS WELL AS IN THE INTEREST OF" REGIONAL 
SIABILITY, TURKEY'S OVERRIDING CONCERN WAS THAT IRAN 
MAINTAIN ITS TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND HAVE A STRONG 
AND EF"FECTIVE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. F"OR THIS REASON 
THE GOT HAD NOTED WITH INTEREST AND APPROVAL CHARGE 
LAINGEN'S RECENT STATEMENT AF"F"IRMING US SUPPORT F"OR 
IRAN'S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY• 

7. COMMENTS WHILE NEW TO THE JOB, KOKSAL, F"ORMERLY 
WITH THE POLICY PLANNING STAF"F, WAS SUBSTANTIALLY 
MORE OPEN THAN HIS PREDECESSORS IN DISCUSSING KURDISH 
QUEST ION. 

BT 
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001777 RZFONLL ESM51!3flA571 
HP RUGl'lHR 
DE RUEHAD #1942/l 2561??? , 
Z ~y CC CCC ZZ H 
R 13 ~932Z SEP 79 
F1'1 USINT BAGHDAD ~~ 
TO RUEHC/o;ECSTAH •,,'ASHDC '2772 
INFO RUQMGU/AMEMSASSY ANKARA 462 
RUEHDM/AMH:SASSY DAMASCUS 17172 
RUQMK\U AMEMEASSY KU\J AIT 2212/ 
RUQMHR/M'1EMSASSY TEHRAN 344 
BT 
C O N F I D E N T I A L SECT ION 1 OF 2 BAGHDAD 1942 

E.O. 12065: GOS 9/ 13/85 CPECK, EDWARD L.> OR-. 
TAGS: PI'JT, IZ, IP. 
SUBJECT: (U) SITUATION IN IRAQI KURDISTAN 

REF: CA> STATE 236469 (8) ANKARA 6618 CC> TEHRAN 99Vl4 
ALL NOT AL 

1. CC-ENT IRE TEXT> 

2. ACCORDING TO A WELL-INFORMED SOURCE JUST RETURNED FROM 
A ~EEK'S VACATION IN THE LAKE DUKAN AND SULAIMANIYAH AREAS, 
THE SITUATION IN IRAQI KURDISTAN AS OF SEPTEMBER 7 WAS 
ABSOLUTELY l'.'UIET • DESPITE LARGE-SCALE CLASHES ON THE 
IRANIA.N SIDE OF THE BOnDER, ViILITARY PATROLS IN THE LAKE 
DUKAN AREA ARE NOT NUMEROUS ANJ APPEAR RELAXED. OTHER 

ECON 
RF 
CHRN 

SOURCES REPORT THAT IT IS ALSO RELATIVELY QUIET FARTHER NORTH 
IN THE A~ADIYAH AREA. TOU~ISTS ARE MOVING FREELY 
H:COUGHOUT THE REGION. rn FACT, DIPLOMATS STATIONED IN 
SAGHDAD HAVE RECENTLY rECEIVED ~FA PERMISSION TO VISIT 
A>ifDIYP~, THE FifiST Tic\t IN SEVERP.L M01'THS THAT THIS HAS 
•~i:-~ DON7 • IN SHO?T, FRO~ ALL OUTVARD APPEARANCFS, 
THER 1_ /'.,FE NO SERIOUS PPOrU::~;s. 

3. COOPEUT ION f'EH'l:.U! IRMI KURDS ST ILL UIGAGEr IN 
.~R:·!ED FC:SISTM:CE AND THEIP. COUNTERPARTS IN IRAN IS 
UNDOUPTO:DLY TAKING PLAC:C, C.UT DO NOT APPSAn TO BE 
''"'FECT I':G THE GE~IE!iAL SECURITY SITUATION IN IRAQI 
f.GRDISTA~I, t,T LEf!ST FOfl THS t·~OMSNT. THEtlE ARE REPORTS 
T:-1~.T If1A0I KURDISH GROUPS kAVE CROSSED THE E0:1DER TO 
H:::LP THEIR EELEAGUUE:D rRETHREN, AND THIS :·1AY EXPLAIN 
THC: CU:1RENT R},:LATIV:C TRA.NOUILITY IN IRAC.:' S NORTHERN 
Ar:::~. OUR IMPR~SSION IS THAT IRAQI KUSDS C:NGATED IN 
t.CTIVi::: MJTI-GOVC:fl~i:cENT ACTIVITIES TEND TO RHIAIN 
P?H:ARILY D Il:AO A'Jl' ~;QE\'iALLY USE IRAN ONLY AS 
!" SAFE Ht:VC:t!, t.NC• \'ICC: \JC:RSA. 
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4, WE ArE NOT AWAEE OF ANY INCREASE IN THE NUMBER 
OF IRArI KC~CISH REFUGEES IN IRAN CPA~A 4 REF A) AND 
:1AD UCJTJ'.::F STOOD THAT i'tANY OF THOSE THAT ARE ST ILL 
THERE HAVE 2'.::EN NEGOTIATING VITH THE GOI FOR A RETURN 
TO I:::Ar UNDC:R THE CURRENT AMNESTY, PARTICULARLY SINCE 
THC: SITUATION H: IRAN BEGAN TO DETERIORATE, 
~E DO NOT K~OW I~ SUESTANTIAL NUMBERS OF IRANIAN 
KURDS WOULD EE TE~PTED TO CROSS THE BORDER AS 
REFUGEES IF THE SITCATION AT HOME GETS WORSE BUT 
DOUFT THAT !RAO \.'OULD PREPARED TO ACCEPT TOO MANY. 
OS THE OTHER HAND, THE GOIIIS PROBABLY WILLING TO 
;;ECEIVE ANY IRAQI KUSDS ~J!LLING TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
THE CURRENT n10-:·'0NTf1 AMNESTY, ALTHOUGH THEY \JILL BE 
DISARMED A~m PERHAPS TEt'.PORARILY Rt:SETTLED ELSH'HERE 
I~ THE COUNT:iY. cuior:ENT IRAQI PRACTICE1S A ONE TO 
n:o YEAR "DRY CLEANING" PERIOD OUTSIDE KURDISTAN, 
~ND THEN A ~OVE INTO THE NEW VILLAGES IN THE KURDISH 
LOV'LANDS, 

5, \·ITH fEGAf:D TO COMt·IENT IN PARA 4 REF A ON EFFORTS 
TO DSSTASLIZE THE SITUATION IN NORTHERN !RM, WE 
HAVE THO: H:PP.ZSSION THE IRANIANS REALIZE THE 
SE"I0U3'.·:f~.:3S OF THE KURDISH QUESTION FOR THEMSELVES 
;~·'..JELL AS OTHERS, AND ARE NOT INVOLVED IN TROUBLE
t:AKDG ItJ THA.T PARTICULAR AREA .• WHETHER THE IRAQI 
J(l.JRDS 1.<'0L!Lf' THE~'SELVES CHOOSE TO LAUNCH A !":AJOR 
GUEERILLf EFFORT IN NORTHERN IRAQ NOW IS ANOTHER 
~u·,osrION, PCT A. ~rAJOR, CNCONTROLE!J EXODUS FROM IRAN, 
PART!Cl.JlARLY IF THE ESCAPEES ATTEMPT TO FIGHT THE!:! 
',,/,'( rn, C'.:ULC pr:oVOKE GO! ACTION AND KUrlDISH REACTION. 
IT IS OUh ESTHiATIO~! Tf1AT THE IRAQI KURDS WOULD 
PhEFEr TC ~AIT A FZ~ ~ONTHS BEFORE ANY SERIOUS ATTEMPTS 
TO INTF:tJSIFY ANTI-"OI ACTIVITIES, SHOULD THEY BE 
INQINED TO DO SQ, !1U:1ING WINTER, ARMY OUTPOSTS IN 
REMOTE i~OUNT AI N AREAS Af:E PULLED BACK' AND THE MILITARY 
PRZSENCE HJ THE UPLANDS IS CONFINED TO MILITARY CAMPS, 
BT 
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TO RUEHC/SECSTATE i.'ASHDC 8773 
INFO RUQMGU/AMEMBASSY ANKARA 463 
RUEHDM/ AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 1703 
RUQMKW/AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 2213 
RUQMHR/AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 345--"' 
BT 
C 0 N F I D E N T I A L SECTION 2 OF 2 BAGHDAD 19L!2 

DURING HEAVY SNOWS, THE KURDS CAN OPERATE WITH LESS 
INTERFERENCE, SO CAN AFFORD A PERIOD OF POLITICAL 
INACTIVITY UNTIL THE SITUATION IN IRANIAN KURDISTAN 
&COMES Q.EAR. 

6. THE TOTAL PACIFICATION )OF KUP.DISTM1 WILL BE A LONG, 
S..OW PROCESS. THE MASSIVE MILITARY PRESENCE PREVENTS 
ALL BUT RELATIVELY UNCOORDINATEB ISOLATED HIT·AND-~UN ATTACKS. 
IN TERMS OF POSITIVE REHJF"ORCEMENT, GOVERNMENT 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA PROCEEDS 
APACE, WITH TOURISM, INDUSTRY, AGRICULTURE AND OTHER 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS CLOSELY LINKED T 0 THE COMPLEX 
OF HOUSING PROJECTS, ROADS, SCHOOLS AND HOSPITALS. 
THIS ECONOMIC CAMPAIGN TO REDUCE SEPARATIST TENDENCIES 
IS LIKELY TO SUCCEED IF" GIVEN ENOUGH TIME. 

7. IRAQI KURDS HAVE NOT RESORTED TO TERRORISM, IN THE 
· Sl'YLE OF MOST OTHER MODERN SEPARATIST GROUPS, AND HAVE 
LEFT TOURISTS AND MOST FOREIGN WORKERS ALONE. 
THIS REDUCES KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR ACTIVITIES AS WELL AS 
INDICATING A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE KURDS AND OTHERS. 
THERE AE VARIOUS EXPLANATIONS FOR THIS BEHAVIOR. ONE 
IS THAT MANY KURDS ARE NOW SO TIED TO THE ECONOMIC 
INF'RASl'RUCT URE IMPLANTED BY THE GOI THAT THEY WOULD 
DEEPLY RESENT THE ECONOMIC DISLOCATION THAT TERRORIST 
INCIDENTS WOULD BRING. ANOTHER IS THAT PUBLIC 
REACT ION WAS SO ADVERSE AFTER A 19 77 I NC ID ENT I:-1 
WHICH APPROXIMATELY 25 PIONEER SCOUTS AGED 12 TO 14 
WERE Kil.LED THAT THE KURDS REACHED THE CONCLUSION 
THAT SUCH EFFORTS ARE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. OTHERS 
CONQ.UDE THAT GO! SECURITY BLANKET IN AREA IS SO 
HEAVY, GUERRILLA ACTIVITY IS FORCED TO TAKE PLACE 
AT NIGHT, IN RELATIVELY REMOTE AREAS, WHERE THE'iE 
ARE NO TOURISTS. ANTI-REGIME ACTIVITIES ARE THUS 
LIMITED TO ATTACKS ON ISOLATED POLICE STATIONS, 
arHER MILITARY-TYPE INSTALLATIONS A.W ROAD-2UILDING 
CREWS - ALL OF WHICH SYMBOLIZE GO! INTENT TO INCREASE 
ACCESS TO AND CONTROL OF THE REGION. 

80 Utl.ESS THERE IS A MAJOR POLITICAL CHANGE <A~lfl 
THE SITUATION IN IRAN COULD PRODUCE ONE>, PROSPECTS 
FOR INITIATING REVOLT OR WIDESPREAD UNREST IN 
KURDISTAN ARE GROWING INCREASINGLY REMOTE. THERE 
WILL BE MINOR TROUBLES, HOWEVER, FOR MANY YEARS 

· TO COME. SADDAM, AND THE BAATH, APPEAR TO BE FIRMLY 
IN CONTROL AND CAN BE EXPTECTED TO DEAL HARSHLY WITH 
ANY KURDISH DISSIDENCE. AT THE SAME TIME, 
WORK WILL CONTINUE ON THE ECONOMIC DEVELOP:'iENT OF 
THE REGION AS THE POLICY MOST LIKELY TO RESULT IN 
THE COOPTION AND ASSIMILATION OF IRAQ'S KURDS. 

BT 
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DI RUQMHR ~~139/01 ze~ ** 
ZN! CC CCC Z Ztl 
0 171154Z SEP 79 
FM AMEMBASST TEHRAN 
TO RUIHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 381?
INPO RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASH DC 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASH DC 
RUQMBI/AMIMBASSY ABU DHABI r287 
RUQMGU/AMEMBASST ANKARA 0269 
RUEHAD/USINT BAGHDAD 0283 
RUQMOD/AMEMBASSY DOHA 0258 

~ RUSBQD/AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 0322 
IC> RUQMRA/AMEMBASSY JIDDA 0321 
-~ RUSBLK/AMEMBASSY \ABUL 032e 
P RUQMKW/AMEMB!SSY !(UWAU 02S0 
f, ~ RUDTC/A~EMBASS Y LO~DON <' 394 

~ RUQMAM/AMEMBASSY MANAMA 3257 
~ RUE!!MO/AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 0283 
~ RUQMMT/AMEMBASST MUSCAT 0175 
~ RUFNPS/AMEMBASSY PARIS '1348 
~ RUSNAAA/USCINCEUR VAIHINGFN 'iE 
~BT i C 0 N F I D E N T I A L SECTION 01 OF TBHRA~ 101 '.9 

8 E.O. 12065: GDS 9/17/'35 (SWIFT, ELIZABETH A.) OR-P 
~TAGS: IR,PINS,PINT 
~SUBJECT: >:URDISH SITUATION 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

CJ ASS· 
CR 0 GE: 
'.PP :tV • 
:RFTD: 
CL F~ R: 
'.IS rt·R: 

2. KURDISH AREAS HAVE REMAINED FAIRLY OUU:T O'iFR TrF 
PAST WEEK ALTHOCJGH SCATTERED CLASHES BE·TWEEN PGOI FORC<;S 
AND KURDISH REBELS CONTINUE TO BE REPORTED. PGOI HAS 
RiESTABLISHED CONTROL OVER ALL MAIN TO\vNS IN THE AREA 
AND APPEARS TO BE LAUNCHED ON A CAMPAIGN OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT or THE AREA. ALL RETURNS ARE NOT YET IN, 
AND EMBASSY IS UNWILLING TO SPECULATE IF THE 'PPA;ENT 
SUCCESS OF PGOI FORCES IN RECAPTURINJ IURD!STAN 
IS A LASTING ONE. 

3. OVER THE PAST WEEK PGOI FORCES, AFTER REESTABLISHIN3 
CONTROL OVER ALL TOWNS IN THE {URDISH AREAS, HAVE BEE~ 
INGAGING IN "MOPPING up·· OPERATIONS. KAYHAN ON 
SEPTEMBER 15 REPORTED SEVERAL CLASHES NEAR THE TURIISH 
BOARDER IN WEST AZARBAIJAN AND I~ THE AREA OF ?IRANSo~H~. 
SARDASHT AND SALMAS. OTHER REPORTS MENTION GCJNFIRE A! 
NIGHT IN THE MAHABAD AREA. ONE DRA'1ATIC ~~PORT FROM 
SARDASHT ALLEGES TEAT THE MILITARY HAD SCJRROUNDED 4~0 
MEMBERS OF THE KDP IN 'fHE AREA AND WAS ATTA00N} WI'lH 
JETS AND HELICOPTERS (WE HAVE NO CONYIRMATION OF T~IS.) 

4, IRAN DOES NOT SEEM TO BE HAVING 'NY PROBLEMS WITH 
EIT~ IRAQ OR TURKE'[_ IN THE oORDE'!r~rtns-:· ONE PRE:iS 
REPO STATES THAT TURtEY HAS REFUSED PERMISSION FOR 
PEOP TO ESCAPE TC TUR~EY VIA SERO. REVOLUTIONARY 
JUDG KHALKHALI CLAIMED THAT LAST IEEK IRAQCJI ARMED 
fORCES ATTACKED IRANIAN [URDISH GUERILLA POSITIONS ;s 
KILOMETRES SOUTHWEST OF BANEH AND FORCED THE KURDS TO 
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CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 10139/' 

MOVE BAC~ TOWARDS THE IRANIAN BORDER. KHALKHALI IS 
TREATING THE CASE OF SIX IRAQUI <URDS C~UGHT FIGHTING 
wITH THE t;URDISH REllELS WITH UNCf!ARACTERISTIC CAUTION. 
ALTHOUGH HIS COURT BAS SENTENCED THEM TO DEATH, THEY 
HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO TEHRAN FOR REVIEW 01 THIIR CASI. 

5. SINCE SEPTEMBER 8, ONLY TWO T.URDS HAVE BEEN 
l.XECUUD UD T':lESE EXECUTIONS WERE PROBABLY UNRELAHD 
TO KURIISH REllEL ACTIVITIES. WITH KHALKHALI'S RETURN 
TO QOM IT APPEARS THE PACE OF EXECUTIONS HAS DEFINITILY 
SLOWED ALMOST TO A HALT. TRIS MAT REFLBCT A MORE 
GENEROUS noI ATTITUDE TO THE CONQUERED. HOWJ:YIR, 
EMBASSY WONDERS IF PGOI CAUTION MAY NOT ALSO COMI FROM 
FACT THAT KURDS APPEAR TO BE HOLDING FAIRLY LARGE 
NUMBERS OF PGOI HOSTAGES (FROM 80-150). WHATIVIR THI 

' CASE ll'l ASSUME 'rHAT MAJOR DA"IAGI HAS ALREADY BUN 
- CAUSED AMONG FIERCELY LOYAL TRI:BAL (URDS-·BY PGOI 

POLICY OF EXECUTIONS. THE TWO LATIST ~ORDISH IXICOTIONS 
WERE OF MEMBERS 01 TOP SANANDAJ FAMILIIS BAHlAMI
KAMANGER CHARGED WITH REBEL ACTIVITIES !ND JORCEABLY 
OCCUPING :.AND NEAR THE CITYi AND ALI REZA SlN!NDlJI 
(?NCWN AS VAL! \HAN) CHARGEL WITH CLOSE TIES TO THE 
FORMER GOVlRNMINT, {ILLING A FARMER AND SEXUALLY 
ASSUALTING A VILLAGE WOMAN. REGARDLESS OF THE 
ACCDRACY OF THESE CHARGES, THESE EXECUTIONS IN 
FARTICUL!R ARE LIKELY TO FURTHER ALIENATE TWO VERY 
POWERFUL KURDISH CLANS. 

s. AS FRiVIOUSLY REPORTED, PGOI orFICI!LS HAVE CONTINUED 
TO STRiSS THEIR INTENTION TO HELP THE KURDISH AREAS 
RECOVER FROM THE FIJHTING ~ND DEVELOP ECONOMICALLY. 
rlOWEVER, THE GOVERNOR-JENER!L OF ~URDESTAN SHAKIB!, 
HIMSELF A KURD, TOLL Tf:E PRESS THAT ALTHOUGH HE HAD 
INITIALLY BEEN CONFIDENT CONDITIONS WOULD I~PROYI, RE 
WAS NO LONGER SURE. HE IS QUOTED AS SAYING THE SITUA
TION IS RAPIDLY DETERIORATING IN KURDISTAN." THIS 
SITUATION, HE CHARGES, IS DUE TO THE SENTENCES PASSED 
ON REBELS BY KHAL~AHLI AND TO THE ACTIONS OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS AND THE RELIGIOUS COMMITTEES. 

BT 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

\ F i ~ ~ ~ T I A L SECTION 02 OF 02 TEHRAN 10139 

.·1c.NT: THE HARSH P~OI RESPONSE TO THE KORDISH 

TEHRAN 10139/2 

. 1 ,·rION riAS ell TWO RESULTS: THE PGOI HAS REESTABLISH
~- :N~~,STIO~E: CO~TROL OVER THE MAIN KURDISH TOWNS AND 
-~~s 0F COMMUKI:A~ION TO THE BORDER. IT ALSO SEEMS, 
~-~PS ~EMPCRARILY, TO !AVF QUIETED MUTTERINGS IN 

• ~. :t SUNNI Art ~AS iLiluUJ' IlllCREASED AUTONOMY. ALL THE 
1'.'HfS ,;_,E CERTAil'LY ~OT IN. WE DO NOT lCNOW EITHER 

<;"'it0~1'; c:. %',; ;rN IFBI: THE REBEL KURDS WILL BE. WE 
,.,_ .. , 'l'cAT :·OR TH'.; l"Ot:.CSEEABLE FUTURE THERE I/ILL 

:J·. !""\;} 'Li :1Z 1v ',l:V£L '.:'JBRILLA ATTACKS AGAINST THE 
.• OJ :oRGES ~r i\ ICJS }ROUPS. WHETHER THIS FIGHTING 
•!~I ru~~ I~:c r ilLL s:PLE GUERILLA WAR 'ITH ACTIVE 

1.t.'Ci c CC ; F :· \c ?'"OPLI - FI;HTING WHICH COULD 
JifIJD5!T TF~'''i rrE r~OI'S CONTROL OF TOWNS AND 
~'.il-.>-:;;,,JU,J8f:-L- " d.!1:.Y TO SAY. LAINGEN 

130 

TEHRA~ le139/2 



NNNNVV ESA257PRA573 
RR RU~HR 
DE RUEHAD #2."45 27f'0945 
Z NY CC CCC ZZH 
R 2 7084 ez SEP 79 
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RUl;'('l KW I AMEMBASSY KUIV AIT 2238/ 
RUDTC/Af'1E~1EASSY LONDON 275 
RUGt'lHR/AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 358 
BT 
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E. O. 12065: GOS 9/27/85 CPECK, EDWARD L.) OR-M 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, IZ 
SUBJECT: CU) GOI DECREES RETURN Or KURDS TO NORTH 

REF": BAGHDAD I 783 

I. CU) ON SEPTEMPER 20, IRAQI PRESIDENT SADDAM HUSSEIN 
ISSUED DECREE PERMITTING "BARZANI KURDS" IN CENTRAL AND 
SOUTH THE RETURN TO NORTHERN AUTONOMOUS AREA. ORDER NOTES 
THAT A NUMBER Or KURDS HAD MOVED FROM AREA DUE TO 
"EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES" PREVAILING BEFORE PROMULGATION 
Or AUTONOMOUS LA\i: ON MARCH 11, 1974. 

2. CC) DECREE IS BEING ~'IDELY INTERPRETED AS STATEMENT 
BY GOI THAT IT - IN CONTRAST TO IF\AN - HAS NOTHING TO 
FEAR NOW F"ROl•l ITS KURDISH MINORITY, AND MORE 
BECIF"ICALLY, FROM THE VERY GROUP THAT LED THE REVOLT AGAINST 
THE REGIME IN THE EARLY 70'S. "BARZANI KURDS" REFERS 
LOOSELY TO ADHERENTS Or THE EARZANI LED KURDISH 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY CKDP), THE ONLY KURDISH PARTY WITH 
ANY REAL FOLLOWING, BUT NOT LEGALIZED ;::y MEi':BERSHIP 
IN THE PPNF". AN ESTIMATED le,~00 PERSONS ARE ELIGIBLE 
TO MOVE NORTH UNDER THIS DECREE, BUT IT IS CLEAR THAT 
THEY WILL BE MOVED INTO NEW GOVERNMENT SETTLrnENTS IN 
FOOTHILLS Or KURDISH AREAS, RATHER THAN INTO THEIR 
FORMER VILLAGES IN HIGHLANDS. RELOCATION PROCESS WILL 
BE STRICTLY CONTROLLED BY GO!, AND HENCE RATHER SLOW; 
THOSE WISHING TO MOVE MUST FIRST REGISTER THEIR DESIRE 
TO DO SO AND THEN AWAIT HOUSING ASSIGNMENT. IN 
MEANTIME, GO! IS STEADILY ADVERTISING ITS OTHER 
EFFORTS ON BEHALF" Or KURDS IN TERMS Or FACILITIES 
AND EMPLOYViENT OPPORTUNITIES. 

3. CC) COMMENT: THIS !:'ECREE COMES ONLY A MONTH 
AFTER SADDAM'S GRANTING Or AMNESTY TO KURDS <REF"TEL). 
IT SEEMS TO HP.VE cor:E />.S A SURPRISE TO MANY IRAQIS 
IN THAT IT IMPLIES A SELF-ASSURANCE IN TERMS Or GOI 
CONTROL Or KURDS THAT t'.AY 5E PREMATURE, PARTICULARLY 
WITH ONGOING KURDISH REVOLT IN IRAN. DECREE 
ESSENTIALLY FLAUNTS QUIESCENCE OF IRAQ'S KURDS AT 
VERY MOMENT WHE IRANIANS ARE STRUGGLING TO 
CONTROL THEIR s. GOI, NEVERTHELESS, SEEMS T 0 BE ALL 
TOO AWARE Or DANGERS Or SPILLOVER INTO IRAQ Or 
FIGHTING ACROSS THE BORDER AND HAVE, RUMOR HAS IT, 
ESTABLISHEI) THREE CAMPS ALONG i30RDER TO GATHER IN 
KURDISH REFUGEES FLEEING THE FIGHTING. WE HAVE NO 
DOUBT THAT TRAVEL IN AND OL'T Or CAMPS IS STRICTLY 
CONTROLLED BY GOI TO ENSURE MINIMUM CONTACT BETWEEN 
REBELS AND KURDISH DISSIDENTS STILL IN 
IRA0, 9UT THERE ARE UNDOUBTEDLY BORDER CROSSINGS 
BOTH WAYS THAT CONTINUE UNCHECKED. 
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TO RUTLAAA/FBIS WASH DC 
RUEBFGA/VOA WASH DC 
RUEBHAA/STORAGE CENTER FBIS WASE DC 
RUDOMKA/1BIS LONDON U~ 
RUDOMLA/FBIS CAVFRSHAM/DW 
RUQMOF/FBIS NICOSIA CY 
RUCLAKA/CDR 4rH PSYOP GROUP FT BRAGG NC 
RUEAIJU/NPIC''WASH DC 
RUQMHR/AMEMBASSY TEHRAN IR .......... 
RHFRAAB/HO lJSAFE/IN RAMSTEI'J All Gi> 
FBTA 
BT 
UNCLAS PMU DW BBC 
ATTN NPIC: COPY TO IEG EXEC OFF 
ATTN BBC DUrY SUPVR OPS 

NVOI DEFNEDS KURDS' FIGHTS, C~ITICIZFS TH~!R RFPRESS!CN 

TA021723 

(CLANDESTINE) NATIONAL VOICE CF IRAN I~ PE~SIAN TO !RAN 173d GMT 
1 OCT 79 TA 

((UNATTRIBUTED COMMENTARY: "LET US ERASE THE STIGMA OF SdAME FRO~ 
THE LAP or IRAN'S HISTJRY")) 

((TEXT)) DEAR COMPATRIOTS: THE COONTRY'S NATIO~AL FORCES 
!RE DIEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE CONTINUATION OF TEE ·UNSTABLE SITHTION 
IN KORDESTAN. 'T'll]! REASO~ FOR rP .<;RUPTION OF rn:IDENI'S IN TRIS 
REGION IS CLEAR A~D THIS SUBJECT HAS aEEN IISCUSSED ~ANY TI~ES. 
UNDER THE FALSE SLOGAN OF D!F!KDING ISLAM, THE AGENTS OF IMPERIALISM 
AND ZIONISM ARE ATTEMPTI~G TO STRI~E A BLO~ AT TSE TRUE FORCES 
OF THE REVOLUTION ANJ AT THI LEGITIMATr A~D JUST DE~A~DS CF THE 
KURDISH PEOPLE TO SECURE TFEIR ADMINISTRATIVE AND CULTURAL AUrONOMY 
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK O? THE TERRITORIAL INTEG~ITY AND NATIONAL 
UNITY OF IRAN. 

THE DEATH OF DEFENSELESS ~OMEN, CHILDREN A~D OLD PEOPLE IN 
KORDESTAN IS ALSO THE aAR!INGiR OF THE CRUS3ING OF FREEDO~ 
IN THE COUNTRY, ALTHOUGH IMA~ KHOMEYNI STRESSE~ THAT Tri REVOLUTIO~ 
WAS NOT CARRIED OUT SO THAT FREEDOM WODLD FE Cl''JS'!~D. I~ S'.10!JLD 
Bl CLEAR TO EVERYONE TLAT EXECUTION, ~ILLING, DETE~TIOH, !YPCLS!ON 
AND BOMBARDMENT A;E ~OT THE ~AY TO REMEJI SOCIAL DISEASF~. AT 
THE SAME TIM'E, ONZ SEOllLD RECOGNIZE T!JH IN OU': C'.)DNf?.'.' ToSR'E 
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ARE WRONGED AND OPPqESSED PF0PLES, O'lE OF WHICH IS Trl PEOPLE 
or l(ORDJ!ST!N. 

DURING THE DOMINATION OF THE PAHLAVI DY~ASTY, THE <URDISH 
PEOPLI·, !S OTHER PEOPLES OF IRAN, WERE PROHIBITED FRO~ EHRC I SI t,G 
THE RIGHT TO CROOSE ORGANS OF LOCAL PO'iER. ADMI'lISTRATIVB OFFICIALS, 
GOVERNORS GENERAL A~D DI~ECTORS GENERAL WERE APPOINTED BY THE SHAH 
!ND SINT TO KORDESTA~ BY HIS GOVERNMENT. THE MAJLES REPRESE~TATIVES 
lROH THE KORDEST!N RIGION ~ERE APPOINTED BY THE ~OURTIERS AND 
AGINTS or IMPERIALISM AND COLONIALISM. CIVIL AND ~ILITARY 
OlJICULS, SAVAK AGEN.lrS AND T'!F UANS AND RHCTIONARY LEADERS OF 
T!I l(URDISH TRIBES PLUNDERED ~-rs OPPRESSED PEOPLE. INSTEAD 
or DEVELOPING ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL LIFE AND TEE MEDICAL SYSTEM 
IN (ORDESTAN, THANKS, ARTILLERY AND POLICE VER! DISPATCH€D TO TEIS 
RIGION. llHEN THE PATIENCE OF T!'E :.URDS REACHED ITS LIMITS 
AND THEY PROTESTED AGAINST STICH TYRANNY, THEY WERE CRUSHED ~NDER 
THI BANNER OF THE STRUGGLE ft.:H.INST SO-CALLED BA~rnITS, S'JBVBRS IV"' .3 
AND SEPARATISTS. THE CULTURAL AND NATIONAL IDE~TITY OF THE {URDioH 
PEOPLE WAS INSULTED. AS A RESULT, KORDESHf\ WAS rRANSFORMED 
INTO ONE or THE MOST BAC~WARD AND OPPP.ESSED REGIONS OF OUR 
COUNTRY, AND THE LIFE OF rHE INHABITANTS OF THAT AREA 'N'AS TUR·~Et 
INTO A REAL HELL. 

IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE 'URDISH PEOPLi PLAYED A VALUABLE :tOLf 
IN THI CREATION OF IRAN'S ANCIENT CULTCRE, AND TEEY MADE 
INNUMERABLE SACRIFICES IN TU• STRUGGLE FOR THE COUNTRY'S 
1111DOM AND INDEPENDENCE. UN.CE:t l'l'E Ll"ADERSl'IP OF POLITICAL FIG';i1ES 
SUCH AS SALEHUDIN AYU!I, THE ~URDISH PEOPLE ROSE A;AINST T~E 
AGGRESSORS IN TPE DEFENSE OF THE INDEPINDE~CE A~L FREEDOM OF ALL 
THI IRANIAN PEOPLES AND THEIR CULTURE. THEY ALSO PLAYED AN 
IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NATIONAL AND LIBERATION 
MOVIMENT OF OUR COUNTRY. ThE {URDISH PEOPLE SAW TPE KEY TO THEIR 
rREIDOM AND HAPPINESS IN THE IRANIAN REVOLUTIO~, AND THEY STRUGGLED 
ALONG WITH THE OTHER PEOPLES OF IRAN UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF IMAM 
IHOMEYNI AGAI~ST THE SHAH'S REGIME, MA{!'JG A LOT OF ~ACRIFICES 
ALONG TRIS ROAD93UK~ 

AFTER THE REVOLUTION'S VICTORY, THE ~URDS, LIIE JTEER 
OPPRESSED PEOPLES OF BAN, EXPECTED AND CONTINUE ro EXPEGT 
THAT IN THE NEW REPUBLICAN REGIME ALL NaTIONAt (?OPPRESSION AND 
INSULT), POVERTY AND BACKWARDNESS AND DEPRIVATION WILL BE ELIMINATED, 
AND THE ROAD FOR FREEDOM AND JUSTICE WILL BE S~OOTffED IOR THEM. 
THE KURDS RECOGNIZE IRAN AS THEIR REAL HOMnAND AND THE TB::JUGF'.f 
OF SEPARATION FROM I~AN DOES Nor EVEN ENrER l'HBIR MINDS. THEY 
DESIRE TO LIVE FREELY IN TFE FAMILY OF THE FRIENDLY AND BROTHERLY 
IRANIAN PEOPLES AND TO RUN TFFin LOCAL AFFAI~f TH:MSELVES 
llITHIN UNITED IRAN'S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY. 711732 ~S/3ALLAGijFR/IC 
02/1801 Z OCT 
BT 
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UHRAN 10847 

O 101327Z OCT 79 
FM AMEMBASST TEHRAN 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4190 
INFO RUIKJCS/SECDEF WASH DC 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASH DC 

CHRGI: STAT 10/10/79 
APPRV: CHARGE:LBL.lINOSi 
DRFTD; POL:EASWIP!:GO 
CLEAR: POL:JLIMBER! 

RUQMBI/AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 0321 
RUQMGU/AMEMBASSY AN!ARA 0310 
RUEHAD/USINT BAGHDAD ~314 

A/M:PGAST 
DIS,R: POL2 CHRG IC! 

RUQMOD/AMEMBASSY DOHA 0292 
RUSBQD/AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 0364 
RUQMRA/AMEMBASSY JIDDA 0368 
RUSBLK/AMEMBASSY KABUL 0363 
RUQMKW/AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 0328 
RUDTC/AMEMBASSY LONDON 0435 
RUQMAM/AMEMBASSY MANAMA 0293 
RUQMMT/AMEMBASST MUSCAT 0202 
RUFNPS/AMEMBASSY PARIS 0393 
RUSNAAA/USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
BT 
C 0 N F I D E N T I A L TEHRAN 10847 

E.O. 12065: GDS 10/10/85 (SWIFT, ELIZABETH A.) OR-P 
TAGS: IR, PINT, PINS 
SUBJECT: KURDISH PROBLEMS 

REF: TEHRAN 10804 

1. (C-ENTIRETEXT). 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS AND RADIO REPORTS,IN RESPONSE TO 
AMBUSH or REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS (REJ"rEL) DEF MIN CHAMRAN 
HAS FLOWN TO KURDESTAN TO OVERSEE OPERATIONS AGAINST 
REBELS. AT THE SAME TIME JCS CHIEF SHAKER ANNOUNCED 
THAT THE ARMY HAD "EXTENSIVE PLANS TO COUNTER THE KURDISH 
REBELS" AND INTERIOR MINISTER SABAGHIAN TOLD THE PRESS 
THAT THE PGOI PLANNED TO TAKE THE WAR OUT OF THE TOWNS 
INTO THE MOUNTAINS "AFTER THE AREA IS STUDIED." 

3. STORY OF AMBUSH SEEMS FAR FROM CLEAR: AMBUSH 
REPORTEDLY TOOK PLACE SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7; IT IS UNCLEAR 
WHETHER 22 OR 52 GUARDSMEN WERE KILLED IN AMBUSH WHICH 
SEEMS TO HAVE OCCURRED WHEN REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS WITHDREW 
FROM GENDARMARIE POST NEAR SARDASHT TO BANEH WITHOUT 
COORDINATING WITH LOCAL ARMY COMMANDER AND AGAINST HIS 
4. CERIMONIES FOR THE SLAIN GUARDS WERE HELD OCTOBER 10 
IN CITIES ACROSS IRAN. IN TEHRAN, THE BAZAAR CLOSED 
AND CERIMONIES WERE HELD AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TEHRAN BUT 
NO FURTHER DEMONSTRATIONS HAVI APPEARED AT EMBASSY. 
(OCT 9 DEMONSTRATIONS, ACCORDING TO JUMHURI-E-ISLAMI, 
WEFE ORGANIZED BY TEHRAN UNIVERSITY ISLAMIC STUDENTS 
SOCIETY AND SHARIF INDUSTRIAL UNIVERSITY MOSLEM STUD!NTS 
ORGAN! ZATION.) 

5. RIGHT-WING ISLAMIC PAPER JUMHURl-E-ISLAMI CONTINUED 
ITS ~TAC~S TODAY ON ALLEGED AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT IN 
KURD TAN FRONT PAGING A GORY PICTURE OF A CHARRED 
REVO TIONARY GUARD ENTITLED "HUMAN RIGHTS AMERICAN 

ECON CONS CBRON 
RF DAO A/M 
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1 STYLE". (SU: SEPTEL 10R DETAILS). 

6. IN ADDITION PRESS CARRIED STORY BY REUTERS FROM 
BEIRUT THAT PGOI DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER TABATABAI CHARGED 
THAT THE SHAH HAD PAID TWO HUNDRED MILLION DOLLARS TWO 
WEEKS AGO THROUGH EI-A~BASSADOR ZAHEDI TO FINANCI THE 
fURDISH REBELLION. COMMENT: PGOI COMMENTS THUS FAR 
HAVE BEEN FAIRLY NON-SPECIFIC ON OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE 
BUT IT SEEMS PLAIN THEY SUSPECT IRA~I INTERFERENCE 
WITH THE KURDS AS WELL AS SOME VAGUE "ISRAELI" CONNECTION. 

7. ON WEDNISDAY, OCTOBER 10, IN COURSE 01 ALRIADY 
SCHEtULED MEETING WITH ACTING HEAD OF THE MFA 4TH 
DIVISION PARSA KIA, ACTING POL COUNCILLOR SHOWED PARSA Kl~ 
A COPY OF THE JUMHURI-E-ISLAMI ARTICLE AND EXPRESSID 
EMBASSY'S CONCERN OVER TONE OF THE REPORTS OF US !LLEC:Et 
INVOLVEMENT IN rURDESTAN. EMBOFF POINTED OUT THAT SUCH 
UNFOUNDED REPORTING MAY HAVE ENCOURAGED SMALL DEMONSTRA
TION AGAINST EMBASSY OCTOBER 9. IMBOFF CONTINUED THAT 
JUMHURI-E-ISLAMI WAS AFTERALL PAPER OF AYATOLLAH 
BEHESHTI'S ISLAMIC REPUBLICAN PARTY. PAR_s_! KIA ASSURED 
EMBOFF THAT PGOI WAS NOT INVOLVED IN SUCH STORIES AND 
THAT NO PGOI OFFICIALS HAD EVER ACCUSED USG OF INVOLVE
MENT IN KURDISTAN. HE RECOGNIZED THAT SOME PRESS REPORTS 
HAD MENTIONED US, BUT STATED THAT ONLY ACCUSATIONS BY 
PC:OI OFllCIALS OF INVOLVEMENT OF OUTSIDE POWERS HE HAD 
SEEN WERE DIRECTED AGAINST ISRAEL AND IRAQ. PARSA KIA 
STATED PGOI DID NOT CONTROL "nu" PRESS SUCH AS JUMHURI-E
ISLAMI BUT THAT HE UNDERSTOOD OUR CONCERN OVER THESE 
STORIES. HE SAID HE WOULD CONVEY OUR CONtERN TO FOREIGN 
MINISTER YAZDI WHO HAS JUST RETURNED TO IRAN. PARSA KIA 
REMARKED THAT YAZDI WOULD BE GIVING A PRESS CONFERENCE 
THAT AFTERNOON TO DISCUSS HIS TRIP. IN COURSE or 
CONVERSATION, EMBOFF REPEATED ASSURANCE (STATE 247846) 
OF USG RESPECT FOR PGOI TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY. LAINGEN 
BT 
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~? RrF:JCS RUE~C RnHCRC~ RCTHQHOA RRHMBRA RHHMFRA 
inCF~AA RUCBSAA ~USNAAA RUSNAAA RHFRAAF R~FI~AA 
ouFrSPA RUDO~BA RUFRBAA RUCIPBA 
IE RUC~HR d3S4? 2se1011 
ZNY CCCCC 
p 15111'11'BZ OCT '79 
:FM UStAO/TEHRAN 
TC RUE~JCS 1IIA WASH ~c PP.IO~ITY 
&UEHC/SECSIATE WASHDC 
F.UHQHQA/CINCPAC RCNClU!U HI 
RUEQHQA/COMIPAC PON01ULU RI 
RHHMBRA/CJNCPACFLT PEARL R~RBOR 11 
RHHMBRA/FICPAC PF~Fl HARBCP HI 
PUCBSAA/CINCLAN~ NORFOL~ VA 
RUCBSAA/FICEURLA~T NOBFOLZ VA 
RUSNAAA/USCINCEUF V'IHINGEN GE 
F.US NAAA/EUDAC VAIR IN·}E"I :;p 
P.HIRAAB/CI~CUSAFE RAMST~IN AB GE 
RUFDAAA/Cl~CUSARFUR REIDELBFR~ ~· 
RUFTSHA/TFC BOERFIN~ ~T{ ~E 
BUICNBA/CINCUS"1AVFCR ICNION uv 
RUFRBAA/COMIDEAS~FOP. 
RUCIPBA/TAC LAN~LFY AFb VA 
BT 
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!PAC 155/144/12: 
INO 
G-2 

~HIS IS IR 6 846 P317 ?~ 

THIS IS AN INFO FEPORT, NOT FI~ALIY EVAL~A~~r !~TEL. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
THE 
4. 
5. 
6. 
'7. 
8. 

19. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 

COUNTRY: !RAN (IR) 
REPORT NUMBER: 6 546 11'317 'Ir 
TiiLE: THE ~INISTER OF CEF?'JSF & THE COM~ANDEq OF 
IRANIAN GROUND FORC F.S :n:P;: 11.'0{j~JJFD rn 1{0RD!:f TA 'J ( u' 
OMITTED. 
DATE OF INFCRMATION: 'l~lel~ 
DATE OF REPORT: ??le15 
UTE/PLACE 0" ACC: '791~15.'TEHRAN, IBA'! 
REFERENCES: IT-UED-4 9218, CC'ITI NUES 

M·2F1-211'?:4, CONTINUES 
T-XXX-4:?e15, GO~TINUES 

ASSESSMENT: SOUCE ll. INFO 2 
ORIGINATOR USDAO TEHRAN. IRA~ 
REQUEST EVAL· !CR 
PREPARIN~ OFFICFR: H.F.JOP.~SON,MAJ,USAF.AAIRA 
APPROVING AUrH: T.F.SCHAEFkR.COL,USAF.DAT~ 
SOURCE: s c I 6 846 e0eq 
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15. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS· DIRC·~O 
16. SUMMARY: (C' IURING A MFETI~G ~ITH ~1~·~9~ CF TEF 
IRANIAN ARMED FORCFS ON THE ~OR~!\~ OP 1~ OCT 79, Tr! 
,FOLLOWING DAT.A 'I/AS PASSED TO 'iH': SOiJ?.CE. "lNISTIR oi;
IEFENSE, MCSTAFA CHA'1RAN A~I IRA~IA~ GRC~Nf FCRCES 
COMMANDER, B~EN VALIOLLAH FALLA~I ~HO ~Ea~ O~ A FAC~ 
FINDING ~ISSION I~ ~ORDESTAN WFRE ~or~DED Ay A HA~r GRFNAL 7 

(EXfLOSIVE DEVIC! OF S0'1E KI~D) Tu;ion rno ~ :1001 
IN WHICH THEY WERE ~EEfI~G. BOTR SUF:FCTS AR~ :l!POEfE? 
TO BE IN A HOSPITAL IN ~CllrFSTA'I. 
ORIGINATOR COMMENTS: 
,A. (C) SOURCE IS FURLY SURE 1-HF DATA IS ACCURA'iE. 
HOWEVER, HE liAS UNA'!IE TC !ETER"!N:F. 'IHE LCCATIC'J 0} 
THE INCIDENT OR TH! EXT,NT OF WOU~DS SUFFERED BY TH' 
SUBJECTS. 
B. (C) WE RAVE ~c REASON TC rou3T THF VJ~A~ITY CF T~s 
INFORMATION. ASSU~I~G THAT IT I3 TRrc, IT MAY SI}N~I 
NEW ANI STRONGER MEASURES ~y THF PGOI IN \ORfESTAN. 
IT IS DIFFICULT TO ARBITRATE ~ITP TH! E~E~Y WFEN gr 
PERSISTS IN {ILLING JR ATTEMPTIN} TO {ILL YOCR 1NV0'5 
rECL 15 OCT 85 
BT 
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""' V'Fl"P ~ c:,c.y Tl'"U". ,, 
TEHRAN 11105 

Tl'l ~ll"r.~TATI:" MA~J.lnf: T"'"'l:"l"ITAT" \!TACT d'4-' 
q 
r n N F r !1 "' " T T A L T~)ID AM 111 Ill., 

POL 2 
CHRG 
ECON 
ICA 
CONS "'·"· l?lll~'\t (:!)C 1·•11~P'5 (LAIG>.1n1, L. Plrncn OR-M 

TA~ St r~, DT "'0 

<'!IPJ1"r'Tt J"'a'I'<; "''""'f:Tn'l OF" 11.s, JNTr.PFF.REllCll" Ill Klll!D!STAIF 
CHRN 

1. cc - l".~!TTPt" rr':T). 

n. TPa••ya•• P.~?A''"T~ ll?l'l'T llS JllT'll'.RF'-REllCf IN KURD!:STAll 
re. I\ rnMTY''"!'«': ll'lO ~F.RIOlf~ PROl'LEM 1111'.RE. FOREIGN 
"'Tl.!IST1"'f1 VA?l'lJ'c COMMENT<: Tn '!'!IF. SECl!F.Ul!Y !!!GARDING 
M.Ll"C'F.:0 CIA HIVOLVEMENT llAllF BEP.:N REPEATED IN MF.nillGS 
'·'"" l-IAV!" 1140 •HTll ENTEZAM AND YAZDI THIS PAST WE!K, 
'W!U' '''"' "!AV llAVF MADE SO!'IF. PROGRESS IN RrnUCING THEii! 
cll~PICI0,1S, T1'JS REGIME SPll'.AKS WITll MAY VOJC!S AND 
TPF'IH" IS A VERY SUMUNTIAL Lfl'.lUCY 01" .~tC'll'.PTICISfll TO 
n111'"Pl"flllfE ON T!IIS ISSIJF., 

'· M0Rf:'1111'.'P, Tiil!' PRESS, INCL110ING PAPll'.RS TDfllTifl'I!'D 
I" T11i:- PlfPL!C Mlllll WITH Kl'OMEINI AND W!IICH Ilf!IIVI!lUALS 
1 '""" ""''TC'?'.PM AN!l YAZ!H !'LAillLY DO NnT CONTRl'IL, CONTINU! 
l"I~ IL v T!" ATTA CIC !JS WITH r.HARG ES OF I 111\IOVEl'IFNT IN 
1(!1Rf\F'<'Tl\" 0 

JI, C'•lT•:Zll"I l-IAS SUGGESTED TO IJS THAT HY:: AND OTHJ:::RS IN 
ru> Pr.I'll ~~o RY::COGllTZf THE DANGERS INVOLVF.D IN THIS KIND 
"F" CMlINlltOO CAMPAIGN lttlULll SE BP::TTER Ei:!IJIPPED Tl'I DEAL 
'• 1!Tlf THF. PPO~Lf".111 IF' THF. US AT A SENIOR LEVEL WERF. HEARD 
"'"'LlCLY TO llENY TllF'.SE RF.PORTS, 

5. WI". WOHLD LI!CF. TO BE R!:SPOlllSIVY::, WF no NOT WISH 
Tl') l".:l!'T I!ITO A SITUATION or P.ENDERilfG CREDEllC! TO 
Rt!'IICULOllS Cl'A!IPGES !IV THE PRESS A!'fD ELE!lll".NTS IN THE PGOI 
~v DF.NYINO Tlli::'.l'I l'"ACH AN!l i::'.VERY TIME THEY ARISE, wr. 
~i::r.or,NIZE ALSI' THAT SO LONfi AS T~F. PGOI CONTINUES TO KAVE 
'HFF'IICl.ILTY Pl l(!!PO!rSUlll, WE "IILL !3E SEJ:::N BY THE PRESS 
~NV M~NV POL TTICAL ,.-YGIJRFS AS A CONVENI!NT !'lCRAPEGOAT, 

6, NONF.THFLFSS, WE TllINK IT IS NOW TIMJ::: THAT WE APPEAR 
0111 THE PIJFLIC RF.COR!l WITH A STRONG REAl"fl'IRMATION 01" OUR 
POSITION ON Tl'IS SU!3JF.CT, WC.:, THERF.Jl"ORE, lll!GE THE DEPAP.T-
l'IF"NT TO r!~'!I AN FARLY OPPOqTUNITY Jl"OR A SE"'IIl'IR USG 
POLICY OFFICIAL TO REAFFIPM OIJI! SUPPORT !"OR Tl'F. TF.RRITORIAL 
INTl"Gf1ITY AND INDEPENDF.NCE 01" IRAN, f~PKASIZING IN THIS 
OO'INECTION T!IAT ACCUSATiflNS OF OUR I NVOLV[ll!P:NT IN 
"IJPllF.STAN ARE WHOLLY WITHOUT SllBSTANCf:'., WITH THAT KINtl 
OF STATEMENT !"ROM A SF.NIOR LEVEL ON THE RECORD, Olll! 
OWN POSITION I II Ti:::lll!AN WILL BE Gl!EATL Y STRENA THENED 
Pl DEALING WITH ~llCH CHARGES AS THJ:::Y Al!ISf, LAINGF.N 
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DE RUQHHR #1179/01 295 ** 
ZNY SSSSS ZZH 
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EHftAN 1117:0 

fen_ 13- 3G.. 
LASS 3ECRET 

0 221328Z OCT 79 
1'M AMEMBASSt UHRA.N 
TO RUl:HC/SECST.\TE WASBDC IMMEDIHE 43S:'. 
INFO RUltJCS/S~CDEF WASH DC 
RUIIJCS/JCS WASH DC 

C¥fil STAT 10/22/79 
A.f; RV CHARGE:LBLUNGI 
DR 'l'D POt:EASWIFT:GO 
Ct1AR POL:VTO~SETH 
nISTR POL? CHG tCA 

Rl1Qt1BI /AMIMBAS SY A TJU Di!A BI 0.<39 
RUQHGU/AHEMBASSY ANKARA 0327 
·!iUIRAD/USINT BAGHDAD 0332 
RUQMOD/AHEHB!SSY DOHA 0308 
RUSBQD/AHEMBAS~Y ISLAMABAD 0332 
RUQHRA/AMEMBASSY JIDDA 0395 
RUSBLt/AMEMl!ASSY KABUL 0390 
RUQMKW/AMEMBASSY KUWAIT v,345 
RUDTC/AMEH~ASSY LONDON 0461 
RUQHAM/AMIHBASSY MANAMA 0309 
RUEHHO/!HEMBASSY MOSCOW 0339 

~ RUQMMT /AMIMIIAS SY MUS CAT 02113 
~ RUJ'NPS/AMEMI>ASSY PARIS 04'-5 
1 RUSNAAA/USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
~ JlT i S E C R I T SECTION 01 OF TEHRAN 1117'1 

ri.o. 12065: GDS 10/22/85 (LAINGEN, L. BRUCE ) OB-P 
.l TAGS: IR, PINS, PINT I SUBJECT: KURDISH PROBUM 

.. REF: TEHRAN 11068 
0 

' L (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

2. FIGHTING HAS CONTINUED IN KURDISH AREAS SINCE 
OCTOBER 16 WITH THE HIAYllST IN MAHABAD. ACCORDING TO 
THI TEHRAN PRESS ON OCTOBER 20 THERE WAS PARTICOLARY 
HEAVY FIGHTING AT MAHAllAD IN WHICH AT LEAST ONE TAN; 
WAS DESTROYED WITHIN THE CITY ITSELF, THERE WAS REPOR'rErLY 
SOME HOUSE-TO-HOUSE Fl~HTING AND PERHAPS AS MA~Y AS 77 
PJ.OHE WERE KILLED. SCATTERED CL!SJJ;ES CONTINUE TO B ~ 
RIPOkTID THROUGHOUT THE KURDISH REGION IN BUKAN, 
MAR IVAN, SAGHEZ AND BAN:t:H. ON OCTOBER 20 THERE WERE 
BOMB INCIDENTS AND DEMONSTRATIONS IN SANANDADJ. 
3. PGOI RESPONSE TO THE INCREASED FIGHTING HAS BEE~ 
IXTRIMILY DISORGANIZED. GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF :URDES'I'Ati 
PROVINCE SUK:IBA ON OCTOBER 20 TOLD THE TE!!IU~l TIMES 
THAT THERE RAD BEEN A COMPLETE BREAKDOIN OF LAW AND oar-Ea 
IN HIS PROVINCE. IN SANANDADJ ,HE SAID, THE R:5:VOLUTION
ARY GAURDS HAD RECEIVED AN ORDER FROM THE REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL NOT TO INTERFEl!E IN SANANDADJ'S ALMINISTRATION 
AND, THEREFORE, WITHDREW COMPLETELY. LOCAL POLICE 
AND GENDARMARIE REFUSEL TO TAKE OVER BECAUSE IT WAS TCO 
DANGIROUS ANDi !CCORDING TO THE GOYERNOR, THE TOWN •Ao 
CLOSED BY A GE'iERAL ST!IKE. 

EMBA HAS BAD l'UMORS THAT i!E AND ARMY C/G FALLAHI '.l'ERE 
INJU IN YARIC.r. ATTAC~S. ON OCTOBER 2~, HO~~VER, 

ECO~ CONS Cf'RON 
RF 

4. DEFENSE MINISTER CHAMRAN REPORTEDLY WENT TO r.rrRrESTAN 
LAST~EK TO TRY TO BRING THE SITUATION UNDER CONTROL. 

S E C R E T TERRA~ 1117J 
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BOTH n"t CII'.11 01. surr FALLABI AND REVOLUTIONARY GUARD 
COflt.lNDll lJU SB!ltl llRI AT MILITARY ACADEMY ;RADUATION 
CllJMClllIIS.ll tlBRAN ALTHOUGH WE STILL HAVE NOT SEEN 
~BlPflJ:.N• llYOLIJTIONART GUARDS, ~HO ARI STILL CARRYING 
JIJlliO'J FIHfIG IN IUiDISTAN, DO NOT APPEAR TO BE FARING 
tllt WILL AGAINST Tll BIT-AND-RUN TAC~ICS or THE IURDISH 
RIJILS. · IJllLI THiii ARI REPORTS THAT PGOI HELICOPT~RS 
AND PLANIS ARI tlIING PAIT IN THE DEFENSE or ~AHABAD, 
AR"Y SllLL IS NOT HIAYILT ENGAGED IN THE FI~HTING. THE ml ~T CO"MANDll TOLD TEHRAN TIMES THE AR~Y H~S 

); . JIN INlOLYID IN ONI CLASH THIS FAR IN THE MOU~TAINS 
' M1H1J1D WHIN THEY WJRJ! FIRED ON AND RETURNED TnE 

Fill •. ACCORDING TO ONE RELIABLE REPORT, ONE TANK 
BAfALLION RIJUSID CHAMRAN'S ORDERS TO GO INTO BATTLE AND 
ITS OFFICERS ARI CURRINTLT ON TRIAL BEFORE A REVOLUTIONARY 
COURT (WI HAVE BEIN UNABLE TO CONFIRM THIS REPORT). 

5. PGOI ATTEMPTS TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE REBELS DO NOT 
~~JIM TO RAVI MADI MUCH BIADVAT AND THE PROLIFERATION or 
: REPRISINTATIVES' SENT BT KHOMEINI, BAZARG!N A~D OTHERS 
~ IS PRODUCING A RASH 01 CONTRADICTORY REPORTS. STATE 
~MINISTER JOROUHAR AND B&ZARGAN 'S REPRESENTATIVE ZIBl ULEM 
:RETURNED TO TIBRAN OCTOBER 19 AND HAVE REPORTED TO THE 
BCABINIT. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, WHILE FOROUHAR 
iSAW LOCAL IURDISH LEADERS BE DID NOT CONTACT EITHER 
! HOUSSAINI OR QASSEHLOU. ON THE OTHER HAND, ON THURSDAY, 
}OCTO!ER 18, TIBRAN TIMES CARRIED A STORY THAT ~HOMEINI'S 
i "PERSONAL REPUSENTATIVE" MEHDI BABA.DORAN WHO HAD lJEEN IN 
BKURDESTAN A MONTH HAD REPORTED TO KHOMEINI THAT THE 
; PROBELM IN KURDESTAN STEMMED FROM A VAGUELY i'ORDED PLOT 

BT ANTI-KURD SAVAK MULLlHS LOCAL MILITARY ~ND lENDARMARIE 
COMMANDERS AND DEFENSE MINISTER CHAMRAN TO ARM FEUDAL 
LANDLORDS AND SUBVERT THE REVOLUTION. THIS STORY WAS 
LATIR DENIED BT BAZARGAN'S OFFICE WHICH STATED THAT NOT 
ONLY WAS THE REPORT l LIE BUT BAHADORAN WAS NOT KHO~EINI'S 
REPRESENTATIVE. 

BT 
#1179 
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6. ON OCTOBER 21, BAZARGAN HELD TALKS WITH ~HOMEI~I AND 
'l'EHRAN TIMES SPECUU.TES THAT HE PROPCSEr AN AM~tSTY ''Cl'. 
HOSSAIN! AND QASSEMLOU AS ~ELL ftS OTHER KORDISH ~DP 
LEADERS. EMBASSY tOUBTS, ".C'.•J':VER, TFAT THIS f.'ILL =E 
ACCEPTABLE TO ~HOM~INI WHO HAS ~O DATE REFUSED TO D~AL 
WITH TFESE TWO LEAtFRS. rn -~ sp:;;Eca TO NIRT VORURS 
OCTOBER 21, \HO~EINI S'ID TEAT HE DID NOT WISH TO D~LFASE 
ALL OUT WAR ON rnRDESTAN AS THE REllE!..S WERE ~IXED I'l :VI ·~H 
THE INNOCENT LCCU POPULATION. H CALLEt ON Ti!F. rnRD$ 
TO SEPARATE OUT THE COUNTEF.-REVOLUTION,RY REBELS ANt 
WARNED THAT THERE WAS A PLOT AFOOT "BY PE::JPLE Wi'!OSF 
INTERESTS HAVE BIEN ENtA~GFREt BY THE R1VOLDTIO~" TC GD~ 
IRAN INTO BITS BY SEPAEATI~G CUT CURDESTAN, B\LJC~IST'~ 
AND KHUZESTH:. 

7. IN TH! ~IPST OF lLL,T~IS ANOTH~R tliO~~I~I S\7:· 
SHEIKH BOSSEIN K-RMA~I. ocrier~ 21 •LEW ~o Tiil IRACI 
BORDER FOR TAL~s ~I·a IR\OI OFFICIALS. (PRESS RlP~~T' 
HAVE ALLE,}ED THA~ PLANF;S---PROBl.BLY •1f.QI HA H 3RE'I 
VIOLATING IR!NIAI~ AI'R SP~Gl: I~ 'cUR:DESTAN'. 

8. THE us CONfl~UIS TJ bl !TT•c:Er IN hIJSr JI~G 
PAPER JUMHU"cl-YF-ISLAMI <1ilCi! O'J oc·roBJ:P 2·, Cft.!''tIE:' 
STORIES ON ~uRrrsr~N !~Li~INl TF•T "1iPC~~Aairi 0F 
THF AMERIC~Ns" !FE T''.lN} PICT IN T3E FI}RTIN3. ~aINlE~ 
:ST 
111178 
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RULTOSA T COHCARGRU SIX 
RBBH!RA T USS JOSEPH STRAUSS 
R 2311J129Z OCT 79 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//JSI-7// 
TO DIACURINUL 
UG 71/Jll 
UG 7033 
RUfAAAA/A1LC WPAF! OH 
RU1LIWA/NAF SIGONELLA IT//IN 
RUl!DSA/DFSC CAMERON STATION VA//FOSC//BG SEAMC~ 
!T 
C 0 N 1 I D E N T I A L ~OF01N 2546 
DIADIN 295-llA (AS OF: 2005 E~T 22 OCT 79) 

·SUl!J: DIA DEFENSE INHLLIG'NC~ NJTICB (DH!) (") 
) 
J.U.lh • IUJ'ltDS TAU MAH ABAD. ( U) 
) 
1• (C/NOFORN) LATE DURING THE '.HE'' OF 14 O'.:T'>3ER, •qn 71-,;1'.1· · 
llSUMID IN THE KURDISH ARE! OF Nr11lTliEAST IRAN BF.NEFt' :U•lD!SF 
UJILS AND ~OVERNMENT i'ORC'!:S. SING[ rn~ HTH, THE '100"1' INTi«3£: 
FIGHTING OCCURRED IN THE FORMER J(ll;{D!SH STRON~FOLD ~l' "1A!-.ABAL. 

P&GI 2 R'Ol(JCS 5095 C 0 N F I D E N T I A L 
HI (URDS H&VI, AT LEAST TEMPORARILY, APANIONE~ : rr-'~iil-.lON ~r_;;;,i;
lILLA TACTICS AND ARE DIRECTLY CHALLENGIN(} TIP' ,;JVERN~·, -:~'T ~-ORCE:, 
IN THI S!lllTS or HAHABAD. THE KURDS REPORTEDLY "1ANA(}ED TO D'117~ 
GOYIRNMJ:NT 10RCIS :BACK INTO THEIR BARRACKS ON TE ??Tl', FOLT,O•U.} 
2 DAYS OF FIIRCI FIGB'l'ING IN WHICH THE KUl'DS DEST!WYEG TFREE THIS 
&ND CAPTURID A FOURTH. TRIY ARE NOW CONTRJLLI>~; MOST OF T~-,- CITl. 
'1'11 NUMJIR 01 CASUALTIIS IS UNDETERMINED. THE CITY rs Jtr,P'.lRBD 
UL1'1'1'1LT CALH AS OF TIE 22D, AND BOTH SIDES APPEAR TO :<F. E>LDIN~ 
HIIR GROUND. THI IJBILS HAVE HADE NO Al'TEMPT TO ArrAC\ r,;;;: BA!l'lAC:\S 
• AND THI GOTIRNMINT FORCES HAU HADE NO ATTEMP'r TO LEAVE THF BA~RACKS. 
2. (C/NOFORN) WBITHIR THE GOfERNHENT 'ILL RESPOND TO TEIS LATEST 
FIGHTING BT SENDING MILITARY REINFORCEMENTS INTO THE AREA AGAIN 
01 SllI A NIGOTU'l'ID Sl'l'TLBHENT REMAINS TO BE SEEN. THERE ARE 
INDICATIONS SOHi AUTHORITIIS WOULD LIKE A PEACEFUL SOLUTION. 
PROfINCIAL A11AIRS MINISTER FOROUHAR HAS JUST RETURNED TO TEHRA~ 
FOLLOWING PRILIHINARY PIACE T!L(S WITH KURDISH LEADERS. ALSO, 
ATA'l'OLL&B BIBISTI, &.SENIOR MEMBER OF THE CLER~T, WAS QUOTED ON 
THI 2f'1'B &S SATING THE I~SURGINCT ./1UST BE SETTLED POLITICALLY 
AND NOT JT MILITARY HIANS. HOWEfER, WHAT THE GOVERNMENT REPRES'!:NTA-

PAGI 3 RUICJCS 511J95 C 0 N F I D E N ? L 1 L 
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:Iv·~ WILL RAVE TO NEGOTIATE 1ITH IS QUESTIONABLE. THI ONLf PROMISE 
MADF POBLIC BY FOROUHAR THUS FAR IS AMNESTY FOR ALL KURDS IICEPT 
TPE T~O LEADERS, SPAYKPS HOSS~I~l AND QASSIMLOU. ANY SERIOUS 
FFFOR~ TO NE~OTIATI A PEACE irtL ODITE LillLY Bl FRUSTRATED BY 
AYATOLLAH IHO~EINI, WP~ IS NGT r~d~N FOR HIS PRAGMA •••..• IN THE 
PAST, HE HAS REMAINED TOTALLY INTRANSIGENT TOWARD MINORITY AUTONOMY 
DEMANDS AND IS Nor EXPECTED ro COMPROMISE NOW. FOR TBIIR PART, 
TPE <URDS ARE PROBABLY ENCOURAGED BY THEIR GAINS IN MAHABAD AND 
~ILL PROBABLY CONTIN~E THEIR Q~~ST FOR AUTONOMY WITH EVIN GREATER 
TENACITf. 
PREPARED BY: t:DR D. ADAMS, USN, JSI-5 
(DECL 22 OCT '~) 
FT 
#5~~s 
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SUBJECT: WEEKLY POLITICAL ROUNDUP 

l. (C -ENTIRE TEXT.) 

2. SUMMARY: UNREST IN THE KURDISH AREAS CONTINUES,AND 

THE CITY OF MAHABAD HAS BEEN THE CENTER OF GREATLY 

INCREASED VIOLENCES. THE LEVEL OF CONFLICT HAS ~ED TO 

11374/1 

CONFIDENTIAL 

STAT 10/28/79 

CHARGE:LBLAINGEN 

POL: MJMETRINKO:EM 

POL: VLTONSET. : DIO 

TSCHAEFER: ECON:MKE 

NNEDY 

POL-2 CHARGE ECON DA 

0 ICA RF CHRON SY 

FOUR CABINET MEMBERE BEING ORDERED TO FORM A SPECIAL PEACE-

NECOTIATIONS COMMISSION. SEVERAL BOMBING INCIDENTS HAVE 

BEEN REPORTED IN KHUZESTAN LAST WEEK'S CONFLICT AT 

THE CASPIAN CITY OF BANDAR ANZELI SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN 

DEFUSED, AND AN INVESTI©ATIVE COMMISSION HAS BEEN SENT TO 

REPORT ON THE SITUATION. ISFAHAN'S ANGLICAN BISHOP 
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HAS BEEN ATTACKED BY UNKNOWN ASSAILANTS. IN TEHRAN, THE 

CABINET IS SHOWING SIGNS OF INTERNAL STRAIN AS THE 

MINISTER OF COMMERCE ACCUSES TWO OF HIS PEERS OF INFLUENC

ING HIM TO APPOINT AN ALLEGED SAVAK MEMBER AS HIS DEPUTY. 

THE DEPUTY HAS APPARENTLY FLED WITH DOLS 4 MILLION OF 

THE MINISTERY'S FUNDS. END SUMMARY. 

3. UNREST CONTINUED IN THE ETHNIC KURDISH AREA OF IRAN 

DURING THE PAST WEEK WITH THE MAIN FIGHTING CENTERED IN 

MAHABAD. ALTHOUGH REPORTS ARE VERY UNCLEAR, BY THE 

WEEKEND MAHABAD APPEARED TO BE MORE OR LESS INFORMALLY 

IN KURDISH REBEL HANDS WITH KDP REBELS MOVING FREELY 

ABOUT THE CITY. THE IRANIAN ARMY COMMANDER OF THE AREA 

TOLD THE PRZSS THAT ARMY AND REVOLUTIONARY GUARD UNITS 

IN MAHABAD HAD BEEN CONFINED TO BARRACKS ON PGOI ORDERS 

TO AVOID KILLING OF CIVILIANS IN THE CITY. WHEN PGOI 

UNITS TRY TO MOVE ABOUT THE CITY THEY APPARENTLY COME 

UNDER FIRE. SCATTERED INCIDENTS HAVE CONTINUED TO OCCUR 

THROUGHOUT THE KURDISH AREA WITH REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS 

BEING THE MAIN TRAGET OF KURDISH ATTACKS. THE LATEST 

CLASHES HAVE BEEN REPORTED IN MARIVAN AND BANEH. SCHOOLS 

THROUGHOUT THE AREA ARE NOW CLOSED AND BUSINRSSES APPEAR 

~O CLOSE WHENEVER AN INCIDENT OR DEMONSTRATION OCCOURS 

( SUCH AS THAT HELD IN SAQHEZ OCTOBER 27) . 

4. PRIMIN BAZARGAN AND A DELEGATION OF FIVE MINISTERS 

VISITED KHOMEINI ON 21 OCTOBER TO DISCUSS KURDISH PEACE 

PROPOSALS. BUT NO RESUL'rS HAVE YET BEEN A~NOUNCED. THE 

ISSUE OF AMNESTY FOR KDP LEADER QASSEMLOU AND KURDISH 

RELIGIOUS LEADERS SHEIKH EZZEDIN HOSSEINI SEEMS TO BE 

PROVING A MAIN STUMBLING BLOCK IN NEGOTIATIONS. EVEN THE 

CONTROVERSIAL HANGING JUDGE, AYATOLLAH KHALKHALI 

SEEMS TO HAVE BECOME INVOLVED IN THE THUS FAR FUTILE 

ATTEMPTS TO RESTORE SOME PEACE TO THE AREA, OFFERING 

HIMSELF AS A HOSTAGE TO KDP FORCES IN RETURN FOR THE 

RELEASE OF REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS CAPTURED BY THE KURDISH 

INSURGENTS. FOUR MININSTERS HAVE BEEN APPOINTED TO TACKLE 

THE KURDISH PROBLEM. INT MIN HASHEM SABAGHIAN, DEFENSE 

MIN MOSTAFA CHAMRAN AND PLAN, BUDGET ORG MIN EZZATOLLAH 

SAHABI AND MINISTER OF STATE FOROUHAR MET WITH KHOMEINI 
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OCTOBER 27 TO DISCUSS THE PROBLEMS AND PLAN TO SET UP 

THEIR HEADQUARTERS IN. SANANDAJ. AYAT9LLAH SHARIAT 

MADARI'S NAME HAS ALSO COME UP AS A POSSIBLE MEDIATOR 

BETWEEN THE PGOI AND KURDISH INSURGENTS. COMMENT: WE 

HOPE THE PGOI'S MODERATE STANCE THUS FAR IN MAHABAD 

INDICATES THAT THE PGOI DOES INTEND TO TRY FOR A NEGOTIATED 

SETTLEMENT TO THE KURDISH PROBLEM. 

5. REPORTS OF SABOTAGE CONTINUE FROM KHUZESTAN FROVINSE. 

EXPLOSIONS ON THREE OILFIELD PIPES WERE REPORTED TO HAVE 

TAKEN PLACE ON OCTOBER 17. THE FIRST TOOK PLACE FOUR 

KILOMETERS FROM AHVAZ, CAUSING A FIRE FROM THE GAS AND 

KEROSENE SPILLAGE. THE TWO OTHER EXPLOSIONS ( ON THE 

AHWAZ-BANDAR KHOMEINI HIGHWAY) OCCURED ON PIRELINES 

LEADING FROM SHUT IN WELLS THAT HAD BEEN CLOSED FOR 

BT 

# 1374 
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SOMETIME. ON 18 OCTOBER, SABOTEURS TRAVELING IN A 

WEDDING PARTY CAVALCADE IN AEWAZ TOSSED BOMBS AT THE 

GOVERNOR'S FORMER HEADQUARTERS AND AT A PARKED BUS. 

NO CASUALTIES WERE REPORTED IN EITHER BLAST . ON 21 

OCTOBER, SABOTEURS BLEW UP RAILROAD TRACKS ON THE AHWAZ

ANDIMESHK LINE; CAUSING THE DERAILMENT OF A PASSENGER 

TRAIN. NO CASUALTIES WERE REimRTED, BUT THE TRACK HAS 

BEEN CLOSED. OTHER BOMBING INCIDENTS HAVE BEEN REPORTED 

IN A CARGO TRAIN AND AT A POWER STATION AT KHORRAMSHAHR. 

THREE WAS APPARENTLY NO SERIOUS DAMAGE DONE. A POWER 

STATION IN ABADAN WAS ALSO ATTACKED DURING THE PAST 

WEEK. KHUZESTAN'S GOVERNOR GENERAL MADAN!, WHO CLAIMS 

THAT THE UNREST IN HIS PROVINCE IS BEING GENERATED BY 

A NEIGHBORING COUNTER (IRAQ) HAS A PERSONAL INTEREST 

IN RESTORING CALM TO THE AREA. A POTENTIAL PRESIDENTIAL 

CANDIDATE IN THE COMING ELECTIONS, MADANI'S PRESTIGE 

WILL SUFFER IF HE SHOWS THAT HE CANNOT CONTROL THE 

SECURITY SITUATION IN KHUZESTAN. 

6. MADANA HAS ALSO BEEN INVOLVED IN SETTLING THE 

UNREST AT BANDAR ANZELI ( FORMERLY BANDAR PAHLAVI). 
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HE VISITED THE CASPIAN CITY TO PARTICIPATE IN PEACE 

MAKING NEGOTIATIONS FOLLOWING LAST WEEK'S CONFLICT BETWEEN 

LOCAL FISHERMEN AND REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS. THE CONFLICT, 
WHICH LED TO 14 DEATHS AND 47 WOUNDED ACCORDING TO THE 

PRESS ( AND 23 DEATHS ACCORDING TO A NAVAL SOURCE) SEEMS 

TO HAVE BEEN DEFUSED BY THE REMOVAL OF REVOLUTIONARY 

GUARDS FROM THE CITY AND GRl\NTING OF MORE RIGHTS TO THE 

FISHERMEN. AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE BANDAR ANZALI 

DISTURBANCE HAS BEEN ORDERED BY PRIMIN BAZARGAN. 

ACCUSATIONS FOR CAUSING THE DISTURBANCE HAVE BEEN LEVELED 
BY THE CITY GOVERNOR AGAINST THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 

AND THE CHIEF OF THE IRAN FISHERIES COMPANY. THE 

LATTER, AS CAN BE EXPECTED, PUTS ALL BLAME AT THE CITY 

GOVERNOR'S DOOR. 

7. TEHRAN HAS WITNESSED AN INTERESTING VARIATION ON 

'rHE PROBLEM OF THE STUDENT HOUSING SHORTAGE. THE 

INTERNATIONAL HOTEL ON OLD SHEMIRAN ROAD, THE SINA, 

THE IMPERIAL, THE WALDORF, AND ROYAL GARDEN HOTELS ON 

TALEGHANI ( TAKHT-E-JAMSHID) AVE. AND THE SEMIRMIS 

NEAR THE EMBASSY HAVE BEEN SEIZED BY UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 

FOR USE AS DORMITORIES. ALTHOUGH TEHRAN'S PROSECUTOR 

GENERAL SHAHSHAHANI HAS PROTESTED THE SEIZURES, IT IS 

LIKELY THAT ANY ATTEMPT TO FORCIBLY EVICT THE STUDENTS 

WILL LEAD TO VIOLENCE. OTHER SEIZURES OF PROPERTY 

BY VARIOUS SUCH INTEREST GROUPS HAVE BEEN REPORTED SINCE 

THE REVOLUTION. AND THE PGOI MUST WALK A FINE LINE 
BETWEEN THE CONFISCATION DEMANDS OF GROUPS CLAIMING TO 

BE " REVOLUTIONARY" AND THE WELL DESERVED FEARS OF 

PROPERTY OWNERS. 

8. ANGLICAN BISHOP HASSAN DEHQANI-TAFTI WAS ATTACKED 

BY THREE UNIDENTIFIED ASSAILANTS IN HIS HOME IN ISFAHAN 
ON 28 OCTOBER. THE THREE GUNMEN FIRED FIVE SHOTS, ONE 

OF WHICH STRUCKTHE BISHOP'S WIFE IN THE HAND, 

BEFORE FLEEING THE SCENE. MOTIVES FOR THE ATTACK ON THE 

BISHOP, WHO WAS NOT INJURED, REMAIN UNKNOWN. 

9. A MAJOR SCANDAL IS ROCKING THE MINISTER OF COMMERCH. 
DEPUTY MINISTER EBRAHIM NIK KHALQ HAS APPARENTLY ESCAPED 

INTO HIDING AFTER BECOMING INVOLVED IN A DOLS 4 MILLION 
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FRAUD TO PAY DEMEUtRAGE CHARGES TO AN AMERICAN COMPANY. 

NIK KHALO IS ALSO BEING ACCUSED OF HAVING HAD ASSOCIATIONS 

WITH SAVAK, AND OF TRYING TO SET UP A NETWORK OF SAVAK 

AGENTS WITHIN THE MINISTERY OF COMMERCE. COMMERCE MINISTER 

REZA SADR HAS BLAMED MIN OF AGRICULTURE ALI MOHAMMED 

IZADI AND HEALTH MINISTER KAZEM SAMI FOR HAVING 

INFLUENCED HIM TO APPOINT NIK KHALO AS DEPUTY MINISTER 

IN THE FIRST PLACE. LAINGEN 

BT 
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2. AFTER ONLY ONE OR TWO DAYS, A'CEASEFTRE REPORTEDLY 

ORDERED BY THE PGOI IN KURDISH AREAS FITHER OCTOBER 28 

OR 29 SEEMS TO HAVE COLLAPSED OCTOBER 3@ • ACCORDING 

TO TEHRAN TIMES KURt!.ISH RELIGIOUS LEJ\lll'.l' .HOSSEINI 

HAS REJECTED THE CEASEFIRE AND KDP FORCES ARE PRESSING 

THEIR ATTACKS AGAINST REVOLUTIONARY GUARD AND GENDARMERIE 

OUTPOSTS. ACCORDING TO TEHRAN TIMES, BOTH MAHABAD 
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AND BOUKAN ARE NOW IN REBEL HANDS AND THE HAS TAKEN 

OVER MANY OF THE GENDARMERIE OUTPOSTS ON THE IRAN-IRAQ 

BORDER. MAIN CLASHES AUGUST 30 REPORTEDLY CAME IN 

AZGELEH DISTRICT IN VICINITY OF QUSR-SHIRIN ON THE 

IRAQI BORDER. (FARSI LANGUAGE PRESS HAS NOT REPORTED 

THESE CLASHES AND MORNING. PAPER BAMDAD IN CONTRADICTORY 

STATEMENT SAYS KDP HAS CALLED ON ITS MEMBERSHIP IN 

MAHABAD TO AVOID CLASHES BECAUSE OF NEGOTIATIONS 

BETWEEN KDP AND PGOI. BAMDAD ALSO SAYS MAHABAD 

OCTOBER 30 WAS QUIET AND SHOPS OPEN.) IN RESPONSE TO 
CONTINUED KDP ATTACKS JCS CHEIF SHAKER STATED THAT 

WHILE THE ARMY WOULD NOT START ANY ARMED OPERATION 

ITSELF, ARMED AGGRESSION AND PROVOCATION AIMED AT THE 

ARMED FORCES WILL BE CONFRONTED SEVERELY. ( THE ARMY 

THROUGHOUT THIS PERIOD HAS BEEN TRYING TO STAY OUT OF 

THE FIGHTING ALTHOUGH IT TOO HAS BEEN TAKING CASUALTIES. 

AND EMBASSY ASSUMES SHAKER'S MESSAGE MEANS THAT IT WILL 

CONTINUE THIS POLICY.) 

3. THE KURDISH REGION IS NOW BRACING FOR DEMONSTRATIONS 

NOVEMBER 1. THE KDP HAS ANNOUNCED THAT THIS YEAR'S EID

E-QORBAN WILL BE CALLED MARTYRS EID. AND HANDBILLS CIRCU

LhTED THROUGHOUT THE REGION ARE CALLING FOR THE KURDISH 

PEOPLE TO TURN OUT IN LARGE NUMBERS TO PROTEST THE 

" GOVERNMENT'S CONDUCT" IN HANDLING THE KURDISH RPOBLEM. 

4. LITTLE HAS BEEN HEARD FROM THE GOVERNMENT TEAM NAMED 
TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE REBELS AND SETTLE THE KURDISH 

PROBLEM. ACCORDING TO TEHRAN PRESS. HOSSEINI HAS NOT 

ONLY REJECTED THE CEASEFIRE, BUT HAS ALSO PRESENTED THE 

NEGOTIATORS WITH STIEF DEMANDS. AT LEAST ONE OF THESE 
DEMANDS APPARENTLY IS THAT THE REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS BE 
WITHDRAWN FROM THE AREA. 
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