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MEMORANDUM FOR : Director of Security

SUBJECT : Comments on Manuscript Give Us This Day;
L - CIA and the Bay of Pigs Invasion by Edward J.
- Hamilton

1. This manuscript has evidently been kicking around in publishing 
circles since at least mid-1968, presumably without CIA clearance. 
William Buckley of the National Review seems to have been "shopping" it 
at one point. One publisher rejected it as too "controversial", and noted 
its "confidential" nature as well as its potential for libel suits.

2. In the foreword to this manuscript, the author (whom 1 shall 
refhr to under his assumed name of Hamilton), describes the book as a 
^^^spnalac count" of CIA's role in the Bay of Pigs affair in which he was 
a"senibr- ClA participant for 19 months. He notes in the foreword his hope 
that someone would have written this book so that he would not have to do 
it; now convinced that, if he does not write it, it will never be written, 
he has taken up his pen "reluctantly and in a mood of nostalgic bitterness." 
Hamilton states that he has used no official files or documents and has

S
uited no one in preparing this work. Where true names are used in 
nanus cript for CIA personnel, he writes that they have been publicly 
, tilled before, and in this intention I believe that he is correct, with 
thep^ exception of^im NoeQ The author's claim that this book 

woixld provide no information not known to Castro's intelligence service, 
or that details this late are of no value to the opposition's, in my view, 
seriously open to question.

3. The book is, in general,favor able to CIA actions in the Bay of 
|. The villains of the piece are certain liberal figures in the Kennedy 
ninistration (Schlesinger, Goodwin, Stevenson) and to some extent. 
President himself. In his concluding chapter, the author's bitterness 

ilFundisguised against those in the Administration and the press who took 
the opportunity of the Bay of Pigs incident to attack and denigrate CIA.

4. Messrs. Bissell and Barnes and the author's other CIA co­
workers in the Cuban Project, by and large, are given quite favorable 
treatment. One exception is General Cabell, whom the author excoriates, 
and it is apparent that Hamilton's opinion of Jerry Droller is far from
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favorable, both on political end professional gronnds. "*^ini Hoej also

'V

W>@5.' -It is apparesd:th^ Hamilton feeU~veryAeiqpiy abort

i^tho-Special nameassigned toMminthe project toil daaHngnrlfhrtheXhdbaav

-bnow^edge. *Meetings, conyorsaticao, - and-lrterart and »aasvBa^L^SU^^ '<

September 19(1 or the "insider* bocks &at were published following the

what the anther states, whether right or wrong. 'Where I have occasion
A:

Walter Pforsheimer 
'Curator " -. ;< 7.

As noted above
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EVES OHW

- • * V • *
” rSSK opens in 1956in Ambus sadorGardner*se£ace4nHavana.x

- where a courtesy /call wais beingpaid onthe Ambassador by the:?<3A? Central-c^'^?
. AmerieanaadCaribbean Chiefs of Station who are holding their annual regional 

noted that one of the reasons for selecting the piece of meetiag^ 
lOaivas the ”absencelM;CGmmunist emba8sieB” (p.6). The presence eTCol.

■■ -/gl^ii^^DlHsi^.'Ch  ̂ King remarks tl^:QM»tte-e^i^
. setting the stage for Hamilton's subso-

K^Wicem^ played a Junior rolein thsBogotaso/aad
.. ^it was .after the Bay.^ Pigs that. assigned Hamilton !!^ taM^M_ ^

Castr^liiroleinthe Bogotaso.} (p.7).Hamilton states?tl&'fcn^^ 
' -Vfhesubnoquont three’yearst'wl&ofundsworobei^

> .Yer Castro's. XMhofJFulyMovement, .there were no orders from X3A J^ehd^^^^ih 
\' ^l^earters'to penetrampro-Castro groups abroad(p.lO). ■■ He then states that

-wBhhtdnrch 1949 he was"having coffee with the newly-elected president of the . 
. <Whc*untry to which I was assigned.” (p»10) [This could reveal the author's '
•• Relationship with/ who became President in

./? 2. Mr. Richard Bissell and Mr. Tracy Barnes are mentiomd and.5 ? 
fha soithor afft thatha had worked with Barnes as a member of the team •“

' from Guatemala (p.11).At thispc^Mamilton C
.^■^^ferecalledto Headquarters to become‘ Chief af Political Actitai?in an - - <?- 

- ^^Sisenhower-approved project to asaist Coban exiles in overthrowing Castro. ' - 'T ' 
i^^^^is duties would Include organising Cuban leaders into a govemment-in- -
.^Bidile which would form a provisional government in Cuba when Castro was 
R base was to be in Costa Rica, provided ex-President

Ptp« FlgMTtf caald »l>t»ia Costa Rican agreement (p.H). [This link could 
. bo rnite embarrassing in view of Figueroa" recent re-election as President^,i ;.;/,1' 

-ri

3> -At this point the manuscript .introduces the Project Chief as Jake. 
lipprasumably Mr. referred to as Jake throughMit fp. 12). .
^fe also meet Broiler about whom there is some "diversity in attitudes” 

among QA officers. Broiler's operational name of Frank Bender is noted (p. 13).
and he is referred to as Bonder throughout the rest of the manuscript. [This
is not the first time Droller has been Identified as Bender; his name was 

^klown by Arthur Schlesinger in his book A Thousand Days in 1965.] Bender's 
cover telephone arrangements in Miami and New York, which allowed him to 
answer local eaUs there at his Washington desk, are disclosed'(p.l4).

^Hamilton states that Bonder told him that as far as he knew "Richard Helms.
- Chief of Dperations for the Clandestine Sorviees. had not been cut inM (p.l4).

<9
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1. la this chapter Hamiltonstates teat Bama lad o&eH recommended
that ha visit Havana, and that the CIA Cover Staff provided him with the ddcw^^ 
a far Ms operational alias of Edward J. Hamilton which he hept fdr -

gBtoe duration of too Project (p. 23). Upon reternlag freon Havana* Hamilton '^z 
-a report and recommendations. The Arai recommendation was that 

-Ofeattro^be. assassinated before or coincident with the invasion. - Hamilton con- L.
Mdsred thisMs principal recommendation, bat Barnes weald salp toll him 

; . edtoe^sestlpthat it was in the Bands of a "special * Solar as Hamiltoa 
" %vas pMc to detormtoe, ao plaa was over developed witoin OB to ’aMhssfawto^/'

W >7; - ni-rirj- T—T” i ww • mwim w.vw «woo^<

^WGhneral Robert Cushnmn, toeM Assistant for KaUanal Security Affairs to 
2^||H^PrOTldeat.>^ known Chshman when too latter had had\;'r
,'^j^ioirlier toarln ClA. And Jake said tost Cashman followed the Caban Pre- . .

Jectfor toe Vico President. Hamiltoa states that Cushxoan advisod him that * C 
Minoa **as Chairman (sic] of toe National Security Council, eras too real 
spark plug behind the project" and tho Administrations focal point and troahle* 
shooter regarding it. The General gave Hamilton his private telephone 

la' toe' event that he had something for-toe Vice President's argent -
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- -^^SMsyter W(eommoncina -at page >O ^..... -
■■ ‘"V- '■ - ./S' ’S'- < *■ ’ ' ' ‘ ■' ' • '■ •'

ChaptairfiEr>era again Hamilton*a dlstastaforfioi^r?comao^^
? ’ ' VlkrMi^^inte jdMIaMa^ poUticalphiloo^hioa*«/o:^%

'" HamilfoBheingqnltoconaerratireandBeadcrheim alibaw^.4^,^
_. ^t^naa pro-Hixon, Bender apparantlyanti**Mfoon. Hamilton geta foaimpresaioa.;/' 

^^41&bc»thCMpteranaadIIQtt^cc«aarvaU^Cab*aatome^,auc^jMtha^
/\ Jl^i^ineae and pr&eaaienal cemmnnitiee, weald not W much utilised £a the ■ ^<op? 5
- plana..' la Hamllton’ayiew.the emphasis was on atUisiagCtthans

^arhohad originally snpported Caiftrelmt whohadfiedCabawhen tfeigM^ecama^^? ’

V.' - fofo*ciliaS^^

■ ■ - ■
■ ■ ^smtltrw *4rttinj

noting thetarildingtadiagnl

■ :^lwSniBtra«oiii^
* HasBiltan loses control off saBiiayy J 

call? wrong inthat it placed the pas 
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tardwara, M decision he eearidera hasi*^^ - V?;. -* 
amilitary pecplc in foargc ef what foe?" j
c«i Kamilioa*o political action rale Ipp. 42-43). 
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This is a second Chapter XIX and
} •...’.; : • <. X?’^ • • -

xinedtosot them apin Mexico City* to which Hamiltenvandhlsi’^.
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^^^^andk^^abvss-was tobe ttat ef afictimi writer. Hamilton’s wse of an ; 
his principal manager of 

thelikearedascribed.fierothe name;
oMayJs first'introdneed (pp. S0-5$
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- things proradap difiichltWMexic© 
Miami in October I960. This canned-:- 

^|p|5pmpperp^^ because it was impossible to teqplain
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of thoae thatgot there. and the poor record for deliveringsupplier tcthose

also were notverpefiective. ¥ V < .. . '^. »•

Hamilton .underscores the fact that at no meeting of whichho'was

to ^'^ptess i®d;a^owhoi$
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Chapter VI

; laflbischapter Hamilton levels criticism at AsribassaAor
Bonsai* whom ho describeB as ineffectual aafwhomba calls^fun&liag" 
>M1” (pp. 94-95) .

Noal^ arrival at 6m Miami Bass* ’lol* 
t relati<x» with Chiba,^as "aawolcome*’, 

___ __ _F«i6»r soft «a Commaaism or at least ’ 
terHbly confused abont the issues? (p. 96). Hamilton offers Ms criticism 
cf Manse! (Mandel Bay because tho latter had stayed with Castro too long

-*A
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-^-^Chapter VH / . . « , k .;
./ ,L ■■ • <^-.. - ' * * ’ 'V 4 '>. Si .-V. .. ' r •••

r^atoa^SamUton's touchy vislt*wito smnomemhers * .x <- 
" of toe Fronts, tothe Guatemslatraining base*. Their breakfast «oBv«rea~>^ v> 
• tions with‘President Ydigoras are described. .This breakfast gives the author,. 
<' a reflect back on the CU role in the overthrow ef Guatemalan .

President Arbens. He recalls the tores exiled leaders of Guatemala* hto^l--^ 
own support hat Dr. Cordova to head toe new government* and State's veto 
ef Cd. Ydigorasas “vaguely authoritarian." At a crucial moment* however. 
Dr. Cordovahad to undergo cancer surgery and thereforecould not be selected^ . . 

" ythe choice fell mi Castillo Armas. How Ydigoraswas Presideatbut wsMrohb- 
. ■ ' -' seguently overtorown because hehad dsneso modi forthe.n.Xaadj 
~ ’^ba

' - ■ X. BobDavte.toe CIA Chief la Guatemala*^!* mentioned sispartici- '? 
past ln toe breakfast with Tdigeras. (Davis* name has heea published ' .

' „ previously.) , . ■'■-* ^r'’' <

' < < X ?At too Guatemalan training site* Hamilton rotors to being greeted ? 
there by an American Army DU Celoael whose name was ’’Frank." In a 
footnote* Hamilton adds tout this officer had been detailed to dAtor toe 
Troject..and that "Credible allegations of his actions during too invasion 

: strongly suggest that he was to some extent mentally unbalanced1* (p.124>. 
^ ^Hcatile cmversatiens between Hamilton and "Frank", as well as toe initial 

^anfbrtnnato polemics of Xrmto itolef Tony Verona* are described.

•;-'^<<.' ’?:The^^ to help in the training ef .toe
." Brtgade to notod, -<Soleoel Duke’s presence and parajtorte training to again / 

mentioned 7' <■.

. *.■•••' • ••• •-•• .-.t ' ■■■■:.■ . • -• .j-' •• ■■ .-«* • • r
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*

2. ' Kamllton thea teUe af a meetiag wi^ BieeeU whe aaid ^^lMjwae^ 
under White Hone* pressure to broaden the pclitiearbaee of tta'lTrei^.'’ " p 

' Evidently f ormer^*ne«nelan Pre»ident Betancourt, iormer Coeta Bicaa ^4;,

V

■, 9b'*>:.» u

SSr V

was tterethatJKaxnlltonlearBed thatSecretaryetState Mnek had-wateid th*' 
originalpaintofiBvaeienaatooHMl^.MAmbaaBador Stavenaonjoins the ' 
meeting and ask* Same* if everytHngwaagefag well. ^Hamiltcninterprets

lnvMion(pp.l51rJ.Sl).
■5
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■ ; x ; ' ,r. . .» ’■ •
. , Chapter IX ~; ~ ; ^7

-- -J. .7.-/ ' - .r./-

1. Hamilton states that the Joint Chiefs of Staffassessment teem ?<■ 
-visitodthe Guatemalan camps and issued an enthusiastic appraisal as to ? /
the Brigado’s traiatag and battle readiness {p. l60). The author notes t Z ^, 
thatthiswas important in thelight of post-*invasion attempts bythe v .
iFentagdn to play downtheir role.’

Hamiltonwrltes that aftorthetovasibnBender
the factthat the eadlesreferred toMmfreely, and usually -'o^ ■ 

adds that he^arn^tiiM^^
• cro«y*V were looming ;iroretoi^^
^’j;^hctiws among non-FrontsCubans to Washington and-Hew York(p.l63)«7

X : [Thispresumably cut across Hamilton's political action Hnos.J '.' "

C 3. The remainder of toe chapter is-torgely taken up with discussions ;?
* \ cf totra-Frento;problemst with a note of the fact that American infiltra- 

' -Mon operations tote 'Cuba had virtually ceased because of thair laek of 
■ success.'’T* ;v

0 ri-'"' ' ’■ ■ = - ' ' ■ ■' '

v-' ' \ ' '' ’s '

. ■- *1 * ’ ’■ - _ »•
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v > ^CbaptorR.^ ,/k\ < . •■ - vA • . " :7 >y :

-V,^ aaeasttceossfal internalrevoltagaiBBt
PreridertYdigQrastoChiatomalaandiadicatos the 4teeiM'igJte~<hibm':^ ’ 

" JTreate.andaome of theCttbanBrigadeia Guatemalato come.to'Ms ■
stance. Hamilton relayed thiarequbat to Washingtoa. whereit was .
byBeader.Barttasand Bisaall* andpxosnmaHy higher lewla. aad taraed c^
dowafp. 180). Tdtgoras -eucceededia patting dowa this revolt. Maa^ten^^^ 
hetea thathe-oubsequentlyloamed thataovcralcampaMes 

y■ had disobeyedorderstmade si thar^l^tioiM 
helped "etUteliMb dptieiag

- ,..3^1# aMd»Mardt Wol^>U»milt»waf«uriMaM»edbe®
"'7t». ameeting with '9&Ml&'J£rM*4

pointedeot that the White House wanted^abroador baaeini 
bow fmpertast it waa te Jhe White House tobring ManeloR 

; ; pointed cutthht theCubans disliked Ray and that
that Ra; 

j,,*»p^ Hamiltsmlisted the-Cbbaa afe^aetieaateJS
s;; -at^Qtotro&nhwithout Fldetaad thelengthef tiaseit toehR 
vdleillmicnMwd^
-nturnihg^ of 1940eddch^a othen

resulief the desire to force Ra 
taHiamiandwasMasaigiM 

j^^^replacedMm(p?l$O>.
> / -. •’ -y': >" '
'- - . ...•■*• ■■',*■ ■- ' ■ .— ■ '• -■ r - . < :-■ ''4~:-V--'^

■■<:..- ■ ’ " ’•< / .’ :'."c ■ • '•;■■' ’’ J'/'"*
■ y- > ■' ■■^.■■’ . y^ry-Xf.- ''

y^.- - r Ac
. < . '...•

■ "«»•' ' - .•-?• • . /V * -Z t ‘^r- *: .♦ ••;■’ •' .. '•.-> * . * . ri«- *** ’* ^ ’^
•’ ■•'"' ’ •' :. -*^ ■ ?' •<}_.’

- "’ -:'■.. • '--y : '

^' . --V-- yz.^^.--';-*■.■ ■■ ■ >.'.' .- . . - ■: •’••■ /■;.. - <■.■"■ <’• ■•<- *■,;- J,. . " r'- ‘ ’■ ’ * .^- • ■ .y- ’ ? '*.- ■>■* A-'.-- ; _ ?; •■, - ■&-'

■' . , "’•'?■*■• f^*‘' * . f “ ■ , ’ " ■ *-'.^ : '*••■_■ • / •*■ • . •,< -r. ■• . I
."■•’•■ ’ . .. ■ • - : ■ - *■ ■■ • ■ \ ■ s ■'■?•'

...- ' 'J •■ '^■ ^■' ...^ ;: -i.
:.. /u,. :' :•<•

y ■ •. -^7 ■•.'EYESj'BHL:.

a lar^per^otageT: ?;* 
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-ChaytorXl : * >.‘
' -hJO. \ '

1. ? Hamilton moved to Washington to assist Knight [proswmably Davs 
Phillips] to toe propaganda woxk.An attompttosecernMexicancoopera- < 
tion to obtain a re-fueling atop for too Guatemalan-based aircraftscheduled ' - 
tobombCnbafaltod because of the venality of a Mexican air forcoeffieer

- whose uprise CIA woaM wot meet, to Hamilton's viow/ this was an error.
• H '-• ■ , - ’ • ■ • A • . '. ■ ■ '■ ■■ ‘ ■ ••'.. ' • -• y ■. -< ... ; . \ •

’ Jis the Xrente leaders were clamoring for toetoicm isfornaMton. >
it waa datormtoad to brfa^ them to Hew Torkand to toll them if they wanted .;. 

■ to learn toewaaaalt plans ahd go to the beachhoad, they weald Jtototo agreo^ 
f'j\jtolreinain&to6toHowf^^ date forward. *HamOtw stresses \ 

''^.^wlnntary^'flNtoia for tide agreement* to conntor totor char^>s that CIA - / iO' 
. had Hdnnpped the Fronts and imprisoned tbom^for^j^ W

St Vito regard to the selection ef the Bay of Pigs landing site, \ 
; Hamilton states that aasaalt plans were almost entirely in the hands of the 

Pontagon ip. 2Q3). ltolations withl^m JoMs’pablic relations firm to 
NowYoskAr©Bi©teA(p.204). -

d. A QiA project ^Eflcer is flown to too Carrier Boner, flagship of 
.. a naval task !orcc toat waa asstohblad in Puerto Rican watBxa. This >■< 

officer was to servo as liaiscmbetween toe naval task force eommander, ' 
■ ClA Headquartero and too Cnbanikigado

EVES ONLY
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>■

and Barnet and Hamilton draft a maaaage to $tav*na<m. Whoa Staoaaaoa

maakip. ZU).
• *• ■■’*.•? /..I

^■.^7

ttttrttaa toitoA ttt tte QabaB air iotce.' 'Ganoral Caballaaaifmt

War Boom aboat Geaeral Cabell are qaetad (p= 216)
/ ■ ■■ .. a'V- ■.-■•'.■ J. •• ..,_-„.v '■• a -<' ~
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C. ’Thia chapter daaerlbao vmm of the batHa problama M tha baach-

•ver the baaA (p. 2ZT)» IhaaUy ^e Preaideetm

varosh«!t4Qwnbafora tha air cover erriveA (p. 230).
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