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" 16 February 1970

MEMORANDUM FOR  :  Director of Security

. S_UBJE‘I'CI : Comments on Manuscript Give Us This Day;
e : CIA and the Bay of Pigs Invasion by Edward J.
Hamilton -

"I'hu manuscript has endently been kicking around in publishing
circles since at least mid-1968, presumably without CIA clearance.
William Buckley of the National Review seems to have been "shopping” it
at one point, One publisher rejected it as too “controversial’, and noted
its "confidential” nature as well as its potential for libel suits. '

2. In the foreword to this manuscript, the author (whom I shall
2o under his assumed name of Hamilton), describes the book as a
nal sccount'” of CIA's role in the Bay of Pigs affair in which he was
ﬁznﬁ)r- CIA participant for 19 months. He notes in the foreword his hope
that somesone would havs written this book so that he would not have to do
it; now convinced that, if he does not write it, it will never be written,
he has taken up his pen "reluctantly and in a mood of nostalgic bitterness.”
»éHami}ton states that he has used no official files or documente and has = - - -
ulted no one in preparing this work. Where true names are used in
, 'mmacript for CIA personnel, he writes that they have been publicly
‘‘identified before, and in this contention I believe that he is correct, with
‘the possible exception M)jim? 1] The author's claim that this book
would provide no information not known to Castro's intelligence service,
or that details this late are of no value to the opposition,is, in my view,
serijously open to question.

3. The book is, in general,favorable to CIA actions in the Bay of

_ The villains of the piece are certain liberal figures in the Kennedy

ninistration (Schiesinger, Goodwin, Stevenson) and to some extent, -

ths-Fresident himself. In his concluding chapter, the author's bitterness
undisguised against those in the Administration and the press who took

the opportunity of the Bay of Piga incident to attack and denlgrate CIA.

: 4, Messors,: Bisseu ‘and Barnes and the author's other CIA co-
workers in the Cuban Project, by and large, are given quite favorable
treatment. One exception is General Cabell, whom the author excoriates,
and it is apparent that Hamilton's opinion of Jerry Droller is far from
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vﬁy luvdvcd" in*tho Bogotuo. utthg tho nugo for Huantoa': cubu-

juent .comment. IActnnyMoplay-dajnﬂor role'in the Bogotaso, aad .=~
= was after tbtiayﬂ!’l’lgl ‘that Mz, Dalles ul!pod Hamlilton the tadk:of _
: 'gmhmsqouao.}(p.u n-mnm states. thu ;
M'ﬁ-

P pmtrabyro-cutn gronyl ‘Abroad (p. -10), Bs then -tatu M‘f
*Nucl 1960 he was' ')nvhg tollu -m. the mly-cheud puullant of the

. ; 'z._;ur ;m&u'd Bllunad M:. Trtcy m- mmutioudand
- 'i.t‘la authoraddt that he lndwerbd with Barnss as & member ottho um
8 mud?nmm Irm Ouuumhlp.n). nm- oint

‘ ?orad out, m'. base was to be in-Costa Rica, ?nvi&d tx-Pnsidcat
) Popo !'!gpc:os could’ olvtah Costa Rican meoment (p.11).- Im. unk could |

: omably My, Esurnu). ‘who is rofomd to as Jaks throughout (p. 12). R
s alsa mest Droller about whom there is some “diversity in attitedes™ :
among CIA officers. Droller's operational namse of Frank Bender is noted(p. 13).
‘and he is referred to as Bender throughout the rest of the manuscript, [This
. _.is not the first tims Droller has been identified as Bender; his name was -
., blown by Arthur Schlningor in his book A Thousand Days in 1965.] Bender's -

“eover telephone arrangements in Miami and New York, which allowed him to
:answer local calls there at his Washington desk, are disclosed {p.14)." )
‘ amnm;-uu.mm;-mmm“ far as he knew "Richard Helms, . .
= Chlol d"bpééaﬁm‘ior tho muduau Sorvlec.. had ot buu cut h"-{p- 14)- v
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i dunﬁoadth- Project (p. 23). !!poa amu&nt from Havana, Mm

d a report and recommendations, mMnMumM RO
'’ be. assassinated befors or coincldent with the invasion., xunnmm-

i ! bm&ummwuw@ ‘but Barnss would oaly tell him -

Lt iedbscgusntly that it was in the'hands of a “special group. " SoI.rthu ‘

S wwcum\umwmmwwmmnu-um o2

4 be unfortunsts if pub

;,;
, Jocttor thovieo Pns!d-nt. a.num states that Guhmnulvlndhlm thn
. .- Nixoa “as Chairman {sic] of the Naticanl Security Council, was the yesl
- . spark plug bebind the pn;ea-mmm-mwuommmm
: -M: regarding it. The Generai gave Hamilton his private telsphone -
ol 'rh tho event thtt h hd smthln;ter &c Yiee Pnu!bnt'o argcu: L
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tersibly antuua about the issues® (p.96). Hamilton offers his exiticlom -
| Ray bacauss the latter had stayed with Castro

Mm;an m‘m d"tb' Mnuummvvuam nnd-




14-00000

o R Y )

m ch:put ulnu m‘. Mchy vuu. avith cm mu\n‘n N

o Vdmrum 4o.the Guatemala training bases. Thelr breakiast conversa-y. - g

N - ticns-wwith President Ydigoras are described. .This breakiast gives the suthor
. mchance’to seflect back on the CIA vale in the overthrow of Guatemalas . -

./, Presideat Avbens. “He recalls the three exiled leadors of Guatemala, hh

.. owR anppott!orm. ‘Cordova to head the now _governmeat, aadm'o voto

nr. Cerdmm to nndcuo CEARCST SUrgery. and therefore could not be lﬂm t:'
«tho M«Mutn&lo&mu MNow Ytugomm Pruldm mm ‘oube

B By

pant'in the Vrexkfast wiEh Yélgoras. - [Davie* sams has boea published - ;-
spreviowdly.) . oo e Dm0 el T T

B - bl . >

v‘tbonbyuAmrlmAmyx.&. Colone! whose mame was *Frask.” Ima =~ < -
. footnote, HManillton adds that this officer had been detailed to CIA forthe = &
Project, mﬁ&d"cndﬁhdhpﬁm of his actions during the invasiom - .
strongly suggest that he was to some extent mentally uabalanced® {p. 124). °
: mﬂu .corversations ummw“rm- uvonuﬂnhiﬁal
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g.m White House pressure to. broaden the pemml Sase of ths Frents,’
»!:vidcatly !omr?mndn msum ‘Betancourt,: hmr Com lku

.,3. 'Mwhhsmhm mm:dmvuanun :

: vhro mmx-wmmmh-&umu Paper on Cada {p.: 150. R

“was therve that Hamiiton Jearned that Secretary dmmmmdm
.. original point-of invasion as toe “Wz,“"m-cm: snmnjdu the
mesting and asks Barass if everything was going wall. xmmm

- this remark as indicating that the Ammuaiu-mmmam |
vhichthlﬂhrhd.d»maﬂydaﬂod. M&uﬂummwbﬂ :
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.i;i-.tho !ﬂgul-’: ‘training and bntm roadinoss {p. 160), Ths nuthor noup
S+ .7 /thatthis-was important in the. nght e! poct-lnmlon Atumpts by t)n :
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| A nvnl task force that was uunhhd in Puerte Rican watsys. ‘This .

w

: 1. Mtu mnd u Wuhlutan to utht xnlgh; [prumbly hv.
- Phillips] in the propaganda work.: An attempt to secure Mexican coopera- ‘_'-
" tion to obtain & re<fusling stoy for: the Guatemalan-based aircraft nehoduhd
. to"bomb Cuba failed because of the venality of a Mexican air force officer

2. Mmrnmlnmﬁﬁnelmoﬂularimlnhlm :
uvuwutﬂqm»ﬂwroskaﬂhw&Omﬂmmd

u yemain in umqmm m forward,” ﬁummn amun ﬂn

qubrmowu. ummwm GIA
hdklmpp-ethtnm:uimpﬂumd mm‘byfom(p. 200). e

3. With. tho ehc nlocuon nl tln Day of Plp hndhg -iu.
Mm-m-tha:u-uhﬁwmm almost entirvely in the hands e!th-
Ponhgon {p. 203). “Relations w!th hm Jmt’ ynbuc rolnﬁal ﬁm ill
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: l.- m'uurednmmh&uchputandhthmduladm
previous chapter is that the meeting with Rusk included the President,
_‘Rostow, -and Stevenson. “[Othaz authoritative accounts have included anly
" ‘Rusk, Cabell and Bissell; Tracy Barnss has said he also was presest. It
1s believed that the President was not at the meeting but was contacted by
‘Rusk on the telephons at his Virginia hona.  There is no other indication,
othcr uun Banilton'- alloptioa. um Walt Rostow was pn-m] '(p. 219)‘ -
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