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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

This matasial conlalas Information affecting fthe Nationsl Defonta of the United Stetes within the moaning of the Eipioneqe La-w Title IB U.S.C Secs
7?1 snd 794_, fho treatmission o¢ rovaelatioa of whith in any mannoi 1o an unauthoried porson is prohibited by lew.
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susjeCcT  SITUATION APPRAISAL AS OF 5 OCTOBER 1963 ~ Dpare DISTR, 8.: OCTOER 1963
PRECEDENCE | _ ROUTINE
DATE OF - o ' R REFERENCES : IN 33775
1NFO. : ' . A :
PLACE &
DATE ACO. V]I:TNAM SAIGON (5 OCTOBER 1963) _ _
APPRAISAL  COMMENTARY . ___FIELD REPORT NO.
[ THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION. SOURCE GRADINGS ARE DEFINITIVE, APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. B

SOURCE STAFF OFFICERS .QF THIS ORGANIZATION.

v 1, ‘mHIS Is A FIELD APPRAISAL OF THE CURRENT SITUATION. IT IS NOT AN .

| OFFICIAL JUDGEMENT BY‘ THIS AGENCY OR ANY COMPONENT. IT REPRESEN"Ifs THE,
OBSERVATIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS OF STAFF OFFICERS BASED ON INFORMATTON “AVATTAELE.
TO THEM AT THE TIME OF ITS PREPARATION. PREPARED FOR -INTERNAL USE 'AS.A GUITE TO
THE OPERATIONAL ENVI.RONMENT THIS COLMENTARI IS DISSEMINATED: IN ‘THE BE‘I.IE‘T THAD -
IT MAY EE USEFUL '.ro OI'HER AGENCIES IN ASSESSING THE SI"'"JATION FCR' THEIR OWN
PURPOSES. _ |

2, THE MOST SfRi.KING FEATURE OF THE INTELLICGENCE REPCRTS F;OR PHE WEEK -OF

29 SEPTEMBER-§ OCTOEER 1963' EAS EEEN A GREATER DEPTH OF REPORTmé ON CQUP. -
PLO‘I'I'ING,V PRoviDING INFQRMATI'ON IN CO’\ISIDERABIE TETATL AS TO THE FERSONALITIES
INVOLVED AND ‘I‘HEIR ALLO'ITED ROLES. STILI. LACKING HOWEVER, IS SOLID INPORMATION

AS TQ THE COHESIVEN“SS OF VARICU‘S GROUFS REPCRTED READY TO LAUNCE & CCUP ANL T
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THE EXTENT TO WHICH THEY ENJOY FIRM LEA'DERSHIP AT THE TOP OF THE : ICEBERG OF WHICH |~
WE ARE STILL GET’T‘ING ONLY TANGENTIAIJ GLIHPS}B |
3. THE GENERALS ME}ANWHILE ARE NOW PRESSING PRESIDENT NGO DINH DIEM FOR A

REPLY TO THE TEMANDS MADE SEVERAL WEEKS AGO DURING THE HEIGHT OF - THE ‘MARTTAL -

LAW PHASE. AS IESCRIEED BY GENERAL TRAN VAN DON, THE.LIST OF DEMANDS ARE. QUITE -
EXTENSIVE, INCLUDING THE ASSIGNMENT OF MILITARY MEN: TO THE POSTS OF MINISTERS. -.-..
OF DEFENSE INTERIOR CIVIC ACTION AND EDUCATION. THEY ALSO ASKED FOR CONTROL - "
OF THE SAIGON/CHOLON POLICE AND. TEE PLACEMENT OF THE CAPI']ZAL REGION-UNIER A - "+’ '-
_PERMANENT MILI']:ARY GOVERNCRSHIP. DON SAYS THAT HE AND EIS FELLOW: - GENERAL : OFFICERS
DO NOT EXPECT 'DIEM TO ACCEIE TO. THIS PACKAGE oF PROPOSALS, - ACCEPTANCE -OF -WHICH ::
WOULD INDEED AMOUNT TO A VIRTUAL SURRENTER ON. THE PART OF DIEM AND NGO -DINE NHU.
THE LATTER WILL PROBABLY GO PART WAY HOWEVER .IN MEETING THE DESIRESOF THE """
MILITARY IN AN EFFORT TO DETER THE LATTER FROM. ATTEMPTING AN EARLY COUP: THETR
TACTIC IS LIKELY TO EE ONE OF SEEKING TO. ENMESH THE (ENERALS IN TIME=-CONSIMNG
NEGOTTATTONS RELATED TO THE PROSPECTIVE REVAMPING OF THE GOVERNMENT WILH-A VIEW'
“TOWARD GAINING TIME IN WHICH To MONITOR AND BREAK UP ANY COUP COMBINATION WHICH
MAY BE TEVELOPING. THE OUTCOME OF MAI\[EUVERING BETWEEN DIEM AND NHU AND THE -
. MILITARY DURING THE COMING FEW WEEKS OR POSSIBLY EVEN nAvs IS LIKELY TO BE -
OF TECISIVE IMPORTANCE TO FUIURE COURSE OF EVENTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM. |
4, IESPITE THE IMPRESSION OF THE, RETURN TO NORMALITY THAT IS EEING FOSTERED ;

BY THE REGIME, THE MOSPHERE AN SAIGON CONTINUES TO EE PERVADED TO A CO'VSIDERABLE

DEGREE BY FEAR AND UNCERTAINTY ARRESTS REPORTEDLY ARE CONTI’\IUING, AS WELL AS
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SEARCHES OF PRIVA‘IE HOMES BY THE SECURITY FORCES.

: 5. THERE ARE SCATTERED. INDICATIONS THAT ‘THE GOVERNMENT .OF VIETNAM (GVN) IS

PLANNING IO SPRING SOME SURPRISES ON THE 26 OCTOEER NATIONAL, DAY CELEBRATIONS.

NHU,,'FOR EXAMPLE, IS. REPORTED TO HAVE TOLD. THE  GENERALS THAT IN A FEW WEEKS H'E

'WOULD UNDERTAKE AN UNSPECIFIED ACTION OF ECONOMIC AND SOCTAL NATURE.WHICH NEITHER

""THE | WEALTHI NOR.THE AMERICANS. WOULD LIKE. . WE ALSO HAVE A REPORT THAT SWEEPING

CHANGE IN THE POLICE AND CIVIL INTELLIGENCE COMPLEX WILL OCCUR. : MORE _I_E_'RIyOLOUS

 BUT PERHAPS SUGGESTIVE OF THE TESIRE BY THE REGIME T0, EASE THE CURRENT ATMOSPHERE

IN SAIGON ARE THE RUMORS ‘THAT THE BAN ON DANCING WILL -BE. LIFTED.; {NATIONAL- DAY
WOULD EE THE LOGICAL TIME FCR DIEM TO ANNOUNCE REVAMPING OF.. HIS GOVERNMENI', PROVIDEI
THIS DELICA']E OPERATION CAN EE COMPLE']ED IN TIME.

6 A STR]KING THING ABOUT THE. ELECTIONS WAS THE-FACT THAT: THEY. WENT- OFF

VIRTUALLY WITHOUT INCIDENT EITHER IN SAIGON OR IN THE COUNTRYSILE.. TEERE HAD

_ BEEN SEVERAL IN'DICATIONS THAT THE V]I}T CONG (VC) INTEN]IED DISRUPTION :AS A COMPANION

TACTIC TO THEIR PROPAGANDA CALL FOR THE BOYCO‘IT OF THE. ELECTIONS. NEITHER DURING

THE ELECTIONS, NOR DURING THE 'PRECEDING. BUDDHIST CRISIS, DID THE: COMMUNISTS SEEM

ABLE 'I'O CAPITALIZE ON THEIR MEDMUE OPPORTUNITIES - ESPHCTALLY LACKING WAS THE

EXERCISE. OF THEIR MUCH VAUNTED CAPABILIT]ES FOR ’]ERRQRISM -RATISING. SOME QUESTION
WAS

IN OUR MINDS AS TO WHETHER VC. ABJIITY TO USE TERRORISM IN CITIES/AS GREAT AS WE

HAD BEEN LED TO EELIEVE. IT.WAS VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIELE TO MEASURE THE SUCGESS OF

THE VC BOYCOI'I‘ APPEAL SINCE THE .GVN, IN MANY -AREAS MQRE OR LESS FORCED THE -ELECTORATE

. TO.VOTE AND IN AREAS WHERE .ITS CONTROL WAS . NOI‘ THAT. STRONG, THE RECIME AIMOST
-CERTAINLY FALSIFIED THE PERCENTAGES OF THE VOTE. SNSRI .;' )
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1. ONE INDICATION OF THE REGIME'S INCREASED CONFIDENCE THAT IT HAS THE
SITUATION UNDER CONTROL IS THE FACT THAT COLONEL TUNG HAS RELEASED TWO. COMPAN]ES
OF SPECIAL FORCES TROOPS FCR OPERATIONS AGAINST THE VC. |

8 ALTHOUGH MOMENTARILY Q,UIESCENT BECAUSE OF THE HEAVY GVN. SECURITI -CONTROLS,

THE STUDENTS CONTINUE THEIR ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES AND ARE DEVELOPING PLANS FOR |
FURTHER ACTION AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. THERE APPEARS TO EE CONSIDERAELE DIVISION

OF OPINION AMONG THE VARIOUS STUDENT GROUPS SOME OF WHICH EXISTED PRIOR TO THE
BUDDHIST CRISIS AND SOME HAVE SINCE EMERGED. REPORTING RECEIVED TO DATE WOULD e
INDICA']E THAT THE VC HAVE NOT YET MATE SIGNIFICANT INROADS INTO THE STUDENT MOVE-
MENT ALTHOUGH THIS I8 OF COURSE AN INCREASING POSSIBILITY TF. RELATIONS.- EETWEEN

THE STUDENTS AND THE GVN LONG REMAIN IN THEIR PRESENT UNSATISFACTORY STATE IN
PARTICULAR WE HAVE LI'I‘I’LE EVIDENCE IO SUPPORT THE THESIS THAT THE STUDENTS ARE
FI.EEING/ THE COUNTRYSIDE TO JDIN THE VC ALTHOUGH SOME REPORTEDLY DID LEAVE SAIGON

AND HUE TO AVOID ARREST DURING THE PERIOD OF. THE GOVERNMENT CRACKDOWN i

i'.l.\. EE A

9. A REPORT FROM PROVIDES ADDITIONAL

BACKGROUN'D INFORMATION ON THE NHU-MANELI MEETING IN EARLY SEPTEMBER AN'D ON THE .
GENERAL SUBJECT OF POSSIBLE GVN- DRV RAPPROCHEMENT ACCORDING TO INFORMATION |
RECEIVED BY THE SOURCE FROM A FRENCH EMBASSY OFFICER, HO CHI MINH HAD AT ONE TIME .
INDICATED TO A FORMER FRENCH REPRESENTATIVE IN NORTH V]ETNAM HIS DISCOURA(EMEZ‘IT

| OVER CASUALTIES SUSTAINED IN THE WAR IN THE SOUTH, HIS DISTASTE FOR THE CHINESEE.-;-
PRESENCE IN THE DRV AND HIS RESTIVENESS OVER SOV]ET "INTERFERENCE" OF AN e

__"UNSPECIFIED NATURE LALOUE'ITE WAS REPORTED TO HAVE -PASSED THIS ON TO NHU, WHO
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ACCORDING TO TEHE FRENCH, -LEAKED IT TO JOSEPH ALSOP, THUS BETRAYING THE CONFIIENTTAL
FRENCH CONVERSATION WITH HO. THE 'FﬁENCH ALLEGEDLY FEEL THIS PUT LALOUE'ITEINAN |
UNTENABLE POSITION; HENCE, HIS FAILURE TO RETURN TO SAIGON. IT IS DIFFICULT TO
EELIEVE THAT THE FRENCH REALLY CONSIIER NEU'S "INDISCRETION" AS SERIOUS, AS THEY LET :
ON. -SOURCE CLATMS, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT MANELT TOLD NHU PRRCTICALLY THE SAME STORY
ABOUT HO'S PREOCCUPATIONS. | |

10. FIELD DISSEM. . STATE (AMBASSADOR, Déﬁ), USMACV (HARKiNs),~ CINCPAC, PA&FLT,_
PACAF, ARPAC. | o '
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