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. EXRMNOT
e CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY RNV -

This material contains infarmation affecting the Notiona! Detonse of Ohn United States within the moaning of the Espionago Laws, Title 18, U.5.C Secst

793 and 794, the transmission or revelatiorn of which in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by faw.

CLASSIFICATION — DISSEMINATION CONTROLS

S-E-C-R-E-T NO DISSEM ABROAD/NG FOREIGN DISSEM/BACKGRQUND USE ONLY
{COUNTRY  SOUTH. VIETNAM | . ReroRTNO. TDCSDB-3/656,793
SUBJECT INVOLVEMENT OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF THEoare pistR. 23 SEFTEMEFR 1963

: EIGHTH REGIMENT, FIFTd INFANTRY DIVISION, IN

DANG DUC KHOI' COUF D'ETAT PLAN PRECEDENCE ROUTIHE
DATE OF 22 SEFTEMBER 1963 AND AS STATED " REFERENCES ' ~IN
INFO. :
PLACES - VIETNAM, SAIGON (22 SEPTEMEER 1963)
DATE ACOQ. :
APPRAISAL SEE_BELOW FIELD REPORT NO,
[ THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION. SOURCE GRADINGS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.

SOURCE AN AMERICAN OBSERVER (B); FRCM MAJOR LGUIER VAN 10.
APPR  IT IS VERY POSSIBLE THAT MAJOR TU HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN COUP D'ETAT PLANNING WITH
DANG DUC KHOI, BUT WHETHER THE GROUP WILL EVER EE ACTIVATED CANNCT BE ASSESSED.
TU'S STATEMENT THAT THE COUP WILL BEGIN WITH THE REVOLT OF HALF OF THE
PRESIIENTIAL GUARD, AS WELL AS PART OF THE AIRBORME, IS UNUSUAL AS TH GUARD HAS
EEEN THOUGHT TO EE EXTREMELY LOYAL TO PRESIFENT DIEM.
1. SUMMARY. MAJOR NGUYEN VAN TU, comANan OFFICER, EIGHTH REGIMENT OF
THE FIFTH INFANTRY DIVISION,. THIRD MILITARY AREA, SAID ON 22 SEPTEMEER 1963 THAT
HIS REGIMENT IS PREPARED TO MOVE AS A COUNTER-COUP D'ETAT FORCE IN SUPPORT CF A
COUP D'ETAT PLAN TO WHICH DANG DUC KHOI EELONGS. TU CLAIMED THAT THE COUP WOULD
EEGIN WITH THE REVOLT OF HALF OF THE FRESITENTIAL GUARD AND FOUR BATTALIONS ‘OF“ -
| THE ATRBORNE. TU REMARKED THAT HE WAS KEEPING ALL HIS TRANSPORT UNDER REGIMENTAL
' CONTROL IN ORIER TO MOVE ONE BATTALION AT A TIME, THAT HE HAS STOCKED FIFTY-SEVEN

MM RIFLES, AMMUNITION, SAND BAGS, BAREED WIRE, AND HAS ATTEMPTED TO OBLAIN 2.5

ROCKETS - ™
: " CLASSIFICATION — DISSEMINATION CONTROLS . .‘.;...,,.ﬁ?.‘.’,".'.. .
S-E-C-R-E-T  NO FOREIGN DISSEM/NO DISSEM ABROAD/BACKGROUND USE | ecrpuire o
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" "OFFICER, WHO IS ALSO OUTSPOKENLY OPPOSED IO THE NGO FAMILY, AI!I'HOUGE HE IS: :
COURACED UPON HEARING OF TRAN KIM TU!EN s DEPAR'.[‘URE FROM SOUI‘H VIETNAM. ) 4

*  SECOND: BA’.L'I‘ALION, IS A CAO DAI AN’D ALSO STRONGLY ANTI-NGO DINE NHU, BU‘I'\lS NOT

T W
NO FOREIGN DISSEM/NO DISSEM Asnom) "'_ ToCSDB-3/656,793 |+ -
_- . _BACKGROUND USE ONLY - - .| =~ °' ' PAGE WO

... 2...MAJOR TU STATED THAT FOR SOME'MONTHS HE HAD BEEN INVOLVED IN.COUP
D'ETAT PLANNING WITH DANG DUC KHOL, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR GENERAL, -DIRECTORATE
GENERAL: OF mronmmn TU SATD TH.AT THE coup WILL BEGIN WITH THE REVOLT OF

HALF :OF ‘THE PRESIBENTIAL GUARD AD FOUR BATTALIONS OF THE ATRBCRNE. HIS
REG_IMENT,--WHICH 1S IESIGNATED BY THE GOVERM@EN_‘I"OF vmlmm (GVN) AS A PRIMARY
ANTI.-coU? D'ETAT ‘STRIKE FORCE,. WILL MOVE -ONE OR IO OF THE THREE. BATTALIONS TO
SATGON AS A COUNTER-COUP D'ETAT FORCE. TU SAID THAT HE HAD SEALED CRDERS WHICH
WERE “TO.BE. OPENED-ONLY ON RECEIPT OF A COIE- WORD. |
3. TU REMARKED THAT HE WAS NOW KEEPING ALL THE TRANSPORT UNIER HIS
REGIMENTAL -comﬁbm. WHICH WILL EE SUFFICIENT TO MOVE ONLY ONE BATTALION AT A -..:_
TIHE. HE HAS ALSO STOCKED FIFTY-SEVEN MM RECOILLESS RIFLES WITH AMMUNITION, AND
HE HAS mmmn 'ro OBTAIN 3.5 ROCKE‘I‘S HE HAS -ALSO RECENTLY STOCKPILED SAND
BAGS. AND BARBED me S I '_

1_&1_-- ‘I‘U com:m'mn THAT. HE PLANNED TO USE THE FIRST BATPALION AS AN INITIAL'

-"-'.FORCE BACKED BY THE SECOND BA‘I'I'ALION. 'I.'HE COMMANDING OFFIGER OF TEE FIRST

" BATTALION, CAPTAIN TRUONG VAN PHUC, IS AGGRESTVE, RUTHLESS, AND A cormAmous

SYMPATHE‘I‘IC TO PRESI]IENT DIEM (SOURCE COMMENT BOI‘H ‘PHUC AND TV WERE DI».»—

l

5. TUREMARKEDTHATCAPTAINNONGVIETNGOC,COMMANDDIGOFFICEROFTHB

'. T SAE TITE OF counmous LFAIER AS PHUC. CAPTAIN HA MAI va cmvnmvmc 3
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6. COLONEL NGUYEN VAN THIEN, commmme OFFICER, - FIFTH DIVISION, IS NOT
(ARG OF THE PLAN, AND TU BOTH DISLIKES AND FEARS HIM. .CAPTAIN NGUYEN VAN THIEP,
}vxsxon G-1, CAPTAINLE DAT CONG, DIVISIO'\I G-2, CAPTAIN PHAM DONG NHAC, _DIVISION
Ha0, ‘CAPTATN. TRAN VAN THANH, COMMANDING OFFICER .OF THE FIFTH RECONNAISANCE caMpANY,
MOST FRIENDLY WITH TU, EUT ARE NOT INVOLVED IN THE PLAN. .CAPATIN ‘BANG,

'S REGIMENTAL EXECUTTVE OFFICER, IS A DEVOUT GATHOLIC. AND STRONCLY PRO-RECIME,
HE: HAS BEEN SENT ON AN EXTENTED UNJUSTIFIED SICK LEAVE. -

. 7. FIELD DISSEM. STATE |

END COF MESSAGE
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