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;me the 1ntroduotion had been awe="

<

'some. Sentner waa L3 veteran oi’ the first Wor-ld war. He not only

‘ k

' f_”fwwrote poetry, He got 1% publlshad ‘In the campus magazines. He was
. to me a symbol of worldly experience and’ literary auocesa. Sentner
Wndid hot know this, of dourse -- ve ao seldon know what 1s going on

,beh.tnd the eyes observing us e

’L‘his rlash-back whlch took only an instant, was the first,
ra

though I did nob then know i“b » in sn excruciating process of re~
collactiqn thah waB to last . for two yeard and amount to an almost:

3

total recall of my -whole 11ife, ,
T Sentner had no-recollecti on of me. "Are you the ri‘.hne editor,”
his voice asked,‘ "Who has just been subpoenaed by the House Un-

American cummi,ttee?“ 1 @aid that I did nob know._ A little Later

tzhe New York Journal American asked the same queﬁtwn. I still‘

 ” did not know tha answer.

Thia oomedy oocurrod becausa the Gommi.ttee, befors informing
‘me that a subpoena had. been. 1ssued, had already. announoed the news
t;o the press in Washingtom "Is Chambers a Conmuntst?” one of the
newamen nsked quert Stripling, the Committee's chief 1nveatj gator.
Btripling hemmed and said that he did not know. I do not think he
did. But his answer gravelled my peppery friend, I‘rank McNaughtzon, .

who covers the’ mn fox' Time.} "Itve known Chembers for ten years,’

,ho anappad, "and you !mow damn well ‘thet he's no more: 8 Communist
‘hhan you qre, E&tripling. Hia wag the first voi.ce raised on my
behalf. _In a fight . y‘Ou leaz*n to- puﬁ ahigh value on such voices.

i ‘ I do not. wlsh %0 give hhe imppession that I did not know that

subpoena might be aerved. Several montna before, a ‘newsman,- also

an ex-Comm\mist;, had droppad 1nto ny. office one day and told me a
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e " no'ce the doaens ‘of Jobs waiting to be donee 1f is our quiet t.imo

ouriousﬁ storys A young womang who had formorly worked. ina Soviet
underground apparatus in Washingtén, had brcken with the communi si:
Part;y. Knowins +hat: the Gommunista have people postéd pre'hty
.. nearly everywhere, she’ had very sansib1y~ gone to the F.B.I. in
COnnecticutt, where she thought tha" the danger of. eavesdropping
' would be- leas than .in Now York Gity. She had told her atory 1n
a N great detail. ’ "'I'hey aakod her," said _the newsman, “1f she had ever
knowh you. -She had nover heard your nama , but”’ ahe had heard mention .
onca or twica of tthe man who went sour!.” Thua I first heard of :
Elizabeth Bently,. thoug;h T did not. ‘then’ 1earn her nemes . .
I learned it ﬁrst when the- Houae committee called her to |
testify. Onl pleasant mornings s. after *bho barn wd&'k 18 finiahed,
my w:li?a and I ort;en vs'alk tOgether dmn our 1ong lane to get the
- morning mail. This lib 16 walk ig one af the breathérs hitx ouz- day;

when we ‘look around “us, ﬁote the growth of things we hava plamed,

y in tha Sun. One July mornmg, I drew the J.O(xal paper out of the .
DA mailbox and saw that one Bli.zabeth Ben’aly vms to testify m wash-' {
ington. . I guess that ,‘ahe was the forme,r undergrouni'_' e
we walked back, I showad my w:lfe bhe story. I said-
be Qalled to teatify too.



| : "What; about thes chlldren?" my wife aaked.
. "We must be grateful,", I aaid, "that we have brought them
. - . | along so far in happineas and paace." ‘d’e did not mention the sub-
. ‘ Ject again. N | .
I ‘,i E!y deoisipn tor testify was not. made cmdderﬂ.y. What was I in
5, | . the summer of 1848? L waa a highly nasponaibla editor of the -
) ,‘ 'i :"? world 'a biggest naws magazine and one - of its most reSpacted writers.

1 vas d: Quaker, that‘., 13 to say X a, man- who made ‘féw decislons with-

'out first; seeking the 1eaa1ng of that Inward ZIight which, friends .

hold, 13 tho spark of God ‘within in uSe T way the husband of an 4

pE -a& =Y

‘.“1nf1nitaly 1ov1ng and baloved wife, the i‘ather cr two bea‘utiful

e

vme "(tho seal of God's goodneas to e ‘I was,
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munism. The Sovieh Union had used the War to make enormoﬁs ter- ;1.

ritorial advances. As fanatical supporters of thc wer (efter
Germany attacked the'goviet Union), the coﬁézgiste had 1ﬁfii¥£a£8&}
public life in droves.'

"
power to atand against the COmmunist advance. But nowhere had .
Communist 1nf11tration been more. successful. Nowhere had com-’? :
munists more cunningly identified themselves with libarals and ”l
moderate reformers so that it was almost 1mpos91ble for the average

man to tell them epart. A skilful Communiet propaganda, pleying -

upon that love of peace which 1s one of the‘deepeat'inaﬁincts.off‘“

-

this people, end, when it gots in the way cf'the political facts of

1ife one of its groat weaknesaes, had convinced millions that Russia
was really peace-loving but 1neecure. Appeasement alone could re- :
sgsure her, Thus, Americans felt an immense apathy . toward the peril
' without and the poril within, vhich were 1nterlocking parts of the
same threat.

Through the columns of Time I had long been warning theém, to

the great annoyance of some of my colleagues, of the peril without. g

It ley in my power po warn them of thevpexil,within. I was 1n;fact

one of the few men who could warn them, for I alone had the facts ’:1

to warn them with. To do s0, I must be-willing tc'rélinquish all
that I had becomo, &ll -that I hoped for mysolf or’my children. It

seemed to me that I owed & debt that I could repay 1n no other way,c"j

that I had e aimple duty to God to relinqnish with an easy heartﬁv
those blessings<wh1ch Ho had so freely given us. My duty was to
erouse the nation to its danger by testifying”publiclylté‘thoSe4
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facts about Communist infiltration to whioh I had long testifled
privately. .

Here a special problem aross. I must testify againgt Com=-
munists, that is to say, about other men and women, many of them,
" like me the parents or c¢hildren, all of them human souls though
they might deny tha existence of the soul., I, by grace, had been
. given the strength to break with that evil wbioh they still served
| (4f indeed all of them still served it), and time in which to make
myselXf a néw 1ife. Why should they too not be given time to find
bhemselves? Why was there not hope of grace for them with which I
‘had no.right to lnterfere? What right had I to tear with a steel
plough %dtg,@hel;ves éf people I had not seen for years, compli-
catihg the~des£inyﬂof:souls, which is divine, with the exigencies
of sﬁruggles’which.afo hﬁmnn? But the ultimate struggle was between
“the power of good and the power 6fﬁevil -~ remembering slways that
good and evil seldom come unmixed in lifs.

Thié was & problem I had long faced.- I had decided on a sol-,
. ution ﬁhich, for those vho have never faced the problem, is easy to
“fcondemna I decided tO‘;esﬁify to the fact that certain individuals
had 1nfiltrated the Government as underground GCommunists, but to
withhold the fact that they had been engaged in esplonage. In thia
way, 1 céuld crigple the éonspiracy while shielding the individuals.
I thought (quite mistakenljaas it turned out) that most of these
people ﬁould”readily admit that they had once been Communists. I
thought (=lso quitb_mistakeniy) that the country would in this way
be alerted to thé'degree and danger of Communist infiltration. I
waa neive. I have seldom met & man who was not nalve about some

thinga -- 2ven rathar important things.
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After thinking quietly about the telephéné call from Weshing-
ton, I wfote a brief memo to my managing edltor. I told him that I
exp ected momently to be subpoenaéd,by the House Committee on Une B
American Activities. I told him that I believed that sny act & man

may do, even the simplsst,. sets up ever wideﬂing ripplea of evily -

thet my action might viell cause much evil end’ suffering. But one .
man must be willing to take upon himself the onus of evil go that .
other men mey be spared grgater gvil. SOmeone haa always dled so
that we may sit quietlylin our 1amblight of an evening. For ths Q
sake of his children and my own, 80 that all children might be
spared the ovil of Communism, I was going to testify. ' f_ -

" The next morning I had ooffee with Henry Re. Luce, - the editor

in chief of Time, Life and Fortune. Hb wanted to discuss a. pro- ;

Jected article. He had not heard of the expected subpoena. I
sald: "It seems. to. me that you will ‘not want me around hare any
.1onggr." "Honsensa," he said, "testifying is a aimple patriotic
duty." , ) m '
A thrst reporter and photographer were waiti;g ontside my "';g;
office when I gcama. back. I refused any commdnt orz:ictures until e
the subpoena should arrlve. About noon the sarver appearad, fﬁf;?;l
rather grim-looking man, who presently became as pleasant aa only l
5ubpoena gerver" can be whenkha finds someone whg is not dodging him-
A oolleagua suggested that € should.write a.brief statemenh
‘fOr the commibtee.q I Wrota ono- qqickly.“ It was read and approved.

hat evenlng I took the train ror ﬂashington. I waa to spend tha ‘“f”
1ghb with Pranklucﬂhughxon, who then lived rnr ouﬁ in a northwest SR

-.;{ ;

suburb of Waahingtén.. Aa ‘W, drove along, my ‘cab drxyar began to::.“
talk about his chiaf 1nterest 1n lifo, whloh,was baea. Ho told me




that he spenﬁ most of his time when he was not hacking, ‘workihg and

-watching among hig h.f‘wes‘.n“ uﬂé told me about his troubles with

j!t!mamfms » robber béeis‘, vieék hiv_es. Probably he liad néver baen to
high sehool. . His voice ‘and language were somewhat less than - Harvard.
But I was 1mpréssed by the great detailed knowledge he hed of t.he
oomplicated life of, his insectas I thought; of him, driving all kinds
of irrelevant; people (including witneasas beiore the House Com= .
mittee) through the snarls o:f,' Washington traffic while hia mind
lingered in his. bee-yard. %%hen I got.out, he showed me bottlea of
honey dnd frames tl_mth he kept in the back .of the cab - to giveh'

B iaway, ha. said; butaalso, T suspeot, for bhe sense of being wibh
e'b‘the 'chinga he loved. g So I f&lt, as I took my first step 1nto the

Ea.

ixiferno,* that, through this chance ancounter, the things I alao

)

lbved, the\{ fields and i;hé life of the earth, were still with me.




: bo%h I owe an aocount.tng- A '2 = ‘t?iv' z “. p-‘-‘.:-a_“

1 men. If anythingp ‘16 1s! more terrible in what it tella abou‘b the L 3T
~world in which you 1ive: it 15 a.bout whs,b tha world ca:lls the Hl,sam ;_

An the sad fs.les of . tha polioa. anothar crima drama :tn»which the
props wou‘ld ba mistaken foz- tha play (as many people h‘ave oonaia- 1{ 3;;’

' -‘whatg. the mass of men and WOmen instinotively senaed 113 to 'be, often

IN THE FORM OF A LETTER .TO WY OHILDREN . -~ ‘i . ;.-

Ty

Beloved Ghildren, el - S }' it ",
R I am aittir;g m t‘ne kitohen of the li'ctle houae at medﬁold, \. S

our second fam, which is cut; otf by tha .ri,dge and a Q\Iarher mile

. across the fields from our home plaoe, wheré ypu are. ” I am alona |

in the otherwise empty house. I en’ trying ﬂo writa you 8 bdoka
it 1 am talking to you. But T am alao i'.alking £0- the world. :

= "’ =5 _,."'.,
gy e

It is 'Y térri.ble book. it ia terrible m what it tella about

o chambers Gase, or even ml?;’ﬁ Bimpl?p ﬁhﬂ 3138 06&6. Ib ia about a

.épy caae. ALY the propa of .an eapionage /89 are thm's A foreign

& S

agents, household traitora. sbolen doauments, microﬁ ;i‘urbivé )
B meetings M secret hideawaya, phony namea, infomer. anestigaﬁions, }“‘
__triala, off.'ioial juatice. NN .é ,: A TR AP e SRR CATagEEt

_ But 11‘ tho Hisa Case. were oniy thia, it would not ‘be worbh my :
writing about or your reading about., I’c would be another fat foldar .::'»:

tently mistaken them) . I.t would not be ‘what alone gave 11'. meaning,

quite.

‘wiﬁiioub/kzxowing why It would not Ye: what ’ at the very beginni,ns,

4 was movad to call 1ts '?‘a tragedy of history. T

For it was more tha’n human tragedy. Much more than Alger

T ¥ |sseloff-23219
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;wa raiths werg on tﬁgl, H_uman societies. like humarx beinga, live

‘ ‘by faith and dis rehen ra‘i:h dies. - At 1aeue 1n the Hias Case was
the question whethar th!.s siok soaiety, vhich we oall Westem
oivilization, hcould :ln ita extrenﬁxty still oast up a man whose
faith 1n 1{; was Bo gmat that he would voluntarily abandon those
things which msn h,old good, 1nc1uding life, to defend it. At -
1aaue was the questi.on whether this man'a faith oould pravail

: against b.‘man whono equal faith 1t was that this sooiety is sick

boyond saving, and t'.hat meroy itaelf pleada for its swift extinc-

tion and rep‘lacement by anothar. __ At 1aaue was bhe question whether,

An. tha despeﬁately divided aociety, there ‘still remeined the will
T 5 :f’fto x'ecognize the iasuea in time to oi‘fset the 1mmense rally of
public power to dlatox"h and parvert the facta. .

: At haarb, the Great caae waa this ox'itioal conflict of
i‘aithag {'.hat ia why j.t waa | great casa, (m a soale personal
M.'f‘i'-enough ti ‘i_;be folt by all. but big enouglr to be symbolic s. the two
1rracono‘:11able faibhs of our time - communiam and Preedom -
Indeed, M; ivould have been hard) .tn a world stzn only dimly
E *'awara of-what the oonflict *Jm about, to find two other men who

':]‘hia' z'y (the “Marxia% vlqw}. Bo’ch were trained by the as.me Party
1:1 the; same seltleas g semi»soldiarly discipline. "Neither would

' *nor; coﬂid ‘f}’iold without 'betraymg, not himself, but his faith;

”‘ d”the dirférent oharaoter of theae faiths wag shown by the dif-

ferant oonduct of rt;hc two men toﬁard each othor: throughout the

&

atmggle. F'or, \vith dark ge:‘titude, both knew, almost from i;ha

T, |sseloff—23220




baginning, that the Great Gase could md onlj' iin the destruetion
of one or both of the contending _figurc_l,., Just as the history of |
our times (both men had been i:aughi‘:) dan send only in the destruc-
tlon of one or both of the contmdihg forcea. .

: ‘But this destruction is not the tragedy. mh- nnturu of
trngddy iw itaolf niaund.mtood. Part of the world -uppouu that
the tx-ngedy in bho Hiss Case 11“ in the mtn of di:loyalty

roveulad. Part bolicvn that tho tragody lien in the t’act thnt

ablc, 3.ntoni.gont man, Alger mu, wu out short in tho gouirse
of » brillient public saresr, som ﬂnd 1% tragic that "hittuk‘or
chmboru of hiz own will, gave. up & tao,ooo 13 7«;' Jcb md L ' f

seoure fubture to haunt for the et of hh duys the mim or hh TR
111'0.' Thdao are ahooking ract;, ugly tmtn, ariuiml r;ota, _ ": R

vk

crmo, vialcnco, mtuy n-u not tm.d,. Tm ody Oconrn
ﬂun o. hmun soul awaked M niki, .’m mtﬁrm iﬁi‘ﬁuﬁ,

»‘1117&. Th’ ntrugglo 3.; “thc tf‘[j




fact thet the world, the whole world, is alok unto desth and
that, smong okher things, this Uase has turned a finger of fierce
light into the asuddenly opsned and reeking body Jf our time,

| My ohi.ldron, an 1ong 28 you live, ‘the shadow of the Hiss
cuo will bmsh you. In every palr of eyes that rasts on you,
j_ "you ws.ll sn paau, like a cloud puilng behind a woods in wintor,
’... bho nmory or your rathor L diaaemblcd in friendly eyes, lurking
. “in unfriendly ayei. sbmtine: you will wonder which is harder to
‘ bnrz rxeiondly rorgiveneu 0. forthright hate. In time, there-

7 , rox?‘, w‘hon tho buu of your exp orionco of 11ife glves you authority,
< . fyou wilgl‘;_juk yaurselvn tho qucstion: mt was my father?

P N I vill givo ycm m aniworl Iwas s wit‘.noas. I do not moan
* a Wfltnou I‘or tho Goumcnt or aguinat Algor Hiss and the others,

nplptcly om hi?b #hen tho




WAST 8 communiat R I had tzhxvae heroaa. ‘0 ﬂé.,, '
Was§aREo] @ S
He was, ascetia, highly

Ke was- a communist. “Alter the Rusaian

5.n the Paviak’ Prison 1n v;arsaw. ‘l‘.he‘re he 1nsisted on fbeing ‘giv'e,n,

., atriaa of the other prisoners. Foz' he»»

e
ubli-c, in 1919 I.eviné wasothes

" ~So;hdj.érs: So ‘iets'. vhen -t he Bavarian

5 shed Levine wns captured ‘by-_the: German ’;

: re court martial told him! ’You are

ot a communist. He_ waa 8 pre-communist

Ka yaev

The. means
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he ‘m_ean's were few; but at last he found a way. In protest against
the flogging of other men, Ka"lyaev drenched himself in kerosene,
set Ahimsej.f’on fire and burned himself to death, That also is
wh‘aﬁlrit» meaxtit to be. a Communigt,"
That also is what it m’veans' to be a witness,

But a.man xﬁay also be an involimtary witness, I do not
know éh‘y way tb explaln why :God,':s.grac.o' touches a man who seems
unworthy of it, and is withheld from another man who strives
‘déx’routly i‘or it. But ‘neit_her do I know any other way to explain
1_:1'ow a man iiké myself -- tarnishec'i? by life, "ur}prepossessing, not
h”ré.'?e é--' could ipreva'il 80 .far against the powers of the world
arx‘a'yéd almost eolidly agé._inst‘ him, ‘to destroy him and defeat
his tﬁth-.. In this sonse, I am aniinvofluntary witness to God's

é#ﬁo’é and' to the fortifyin_g-poweﬂr of fa:!_,th.,_

ﬂ 'Ib Was my fate ‘to be in turn a withess to each of the two
great faiths of our time. And so we camo to, the tarrible word,
Commuriism., My very ;deax: children, nothing in all these pages
will b‘eg er.tten so much for you, though it is so unlike anything
‘you w.oudld'want'to;i'ead. In nothing shall I be so ;gauch a witness,
in no 'w_a“y am T so much called upon to fulfill my task, as in trying
to me.kéy c‘l‘éqr‘-‘tolyod (aﬁd' to the world) the true nature of commux:x‘-
1sm and the source of its power, which was the cause of my ordeal
as & man, and remains -the historlc ordeal of the world in the
-20t;hm céntury. For in this céntury, within the ‘next decades; will
bo declded for generations whether all mankind is to become Come

‘munist, whether the whole world is to become free, or whether, in

Kisseloff-23224




destpoyed or aompletely changed.

_v~
L e

tuming pos.nt m h.tstory-,

b ¥ 7

a national ppwer.

s




3 .iof the crﬂ.sis. ’

4

In *part; the crisis resulﬁs from the impect of sclence and

S _technolog,y‘ upon manki’nd whioh, neither socially nor morally, has

/'g_ncaught up with 'the probleme posed by that mpact. In part, it is

x>}

;:éausec{ by me,n's ei‘foz‘ts to eol‘ve those problema. World wars are
‘the military e:phré;saion of ﬁha cr‘isis. wwidwide depreasions are‘
,f’ita economio axpresaion. i Univeraal desperation is its spiritual
i climate. 5 'I'hia la the’ clima’ce of dommunism. communiam in our time
'iﬂtctm nb more be oonsidered apart from the crisis than a fever oan

ba f'aoted upon ‘apart; fx'om an ,’mﬂected body.

’I see in -Gommuniam t:he rocua oi‘ the ooncentrated ovil of

S

-

N'u




Ly

_:London dock, quiat, doomed destroyad, and say'whether it is pos-’{"
sible to answer in that way the simple question! Why? . Ea
Pirst, let me try to say what Oommunism ia not. It is not;l
simply & vicious plot hatohed by wicked men in a sub-cellar. {;tgf"t
18 not just the writings of. Marx and Lenin, dialeotioal materialua
- 1sm, the politburo, the lahor theory of value, the - theory of the .
ganeral strike, the Red Army, secret police, labor camps, under-‘
ground’ conspiraoy, the diotatorship of the proletariat, the tech-l .
nique of the goup’ d'etat. It 4s not even thosa chanting, bannered";
millions that stream periodleally, like disorganized armtes, . K
through the heart of the world's capitals- Mosoow, Naw York, Tokyo, ?
Parls, Rome, These are expressions of Oommuniem, but they are
not what Communism s about. e . |
In the Hiss trials, where Gommunism was a haunting Specter,
but which did 1ittle or nothing’ to eXplain Gommunism, Gomiunists. -
were assumed to be erlmindls, pariahs, clandostine men who 1aad
double lives under false names, . travel on‘false passports, deny
’traditional religion, mordlity, the sanotity of oaths, preach
* violenee and practise traason. These things are true ahout com-i»~
munists, but they are not what Oommunism is about.‘"a ‘ ;
e " The revolutionary heart of Oommunism is riot the. theatrioal
‘ appea1~ "Workers of the world, unite. You have nothinw to 1osghy
but your chains. You have a world to gain.“ It ia a. simplo
. statement of Priedrioh Engels, further simplified for handy use. ’
"Philoaophers have exp&ained the world- 1t is neoessary to. change
the world."” Communists ars bound together bJ no seoret oath. Tha
tie that binds them across the frontiers of nations, across barriera

of language and differences of class and education, 1n defianoe of

|sseloff—2322 :
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_ rallgion, moraliby, tmth, 1&:’1‘; 'ﬁbn;b"xi;tho wealm:es'sea‘of the body -
zand the irresa}.utions of the mind, aven unto -dsath, is a aimpla

5 ,4.‘.,,‘

co" viotion% It 43 ngcesgary to qhange the world. 'l‘hair power,

:aimpleg rational faith that 1nsp1rea men to 11ve or. die for 11;.
Sl It 18 nob L’_aw, ,. It is, :m fact, man's seoond oldest. faith.

had graat’ visionsq They have alwaya been different varagions of
iﬂi'h\e vision gi‘ God and man's relationship to God.

1r;talligenoe‘ or the world. It 5.8 tha vision of man's 11berated
7 ;m ,n'a deatiny and morganizing man'a life and the WOrld. I-t is
; ‘a_not‘. becauae God made man in Hia image, but becausa man'a mind

makes hIm the most intelligent of the animals. Qoppemicus and

his auéoaasors ﬁsplaoed man as the central faot of the universe.
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E intelligont fom of life.

. 1tself the most rovolutionnry pu'ty in hilto:'y. lt hug poudh 1;1 .i_ ¥

naturo, ;by 1mpoc ng',on 1.1; hiu__-_ {

fs {'-; z

B T
socurity, *po‘&?”eq. i‘h ia tho viaion or mtorit‘lim

----- % *‘;&

LS AR .:‘-'; i 'w.%‘ G
},,—_!; ';i:f‘,! ¥ i LRt ER AU

It 1s an 1ntonnly practiéi’l ﬁsion. who toola to tum 11;

" 1nto ronlity are at hand e soicnce and teohnology, who“ trnditional

nﬂ;hod, the r:.gorous axcluaion pf 111 lupomutural fmtor: 1n solv-
1ng probhn, hu contri‘butod to th. 1n1;0110ctup.1 cnmto ;n whieh,
the vision tlourhhu. ;h;lt as tmy have contributed to th‘ 02‘1.1!
" in which Communlsm thriul. ?or the viu.on is nhu'od by mnliéna . :
who are not comniat; (thoy are part of Gomunium': uorot ntrmgth). |
- Its first comandnnb is tound, not in the gomniat: !n_nirutg, but. |
1n the first ssntence of ﬁho phnic- primrs "All of tfho progren .

of mankind to date remults rron thb mking of oareful uuuromntg.
But Communism, for the first tim in hutor;, hu made thi; vialm

thn faith of a grut modern poli,ticnl movement,

Hence the OQmuniat Party 1: quﬁ.ﬁ Justiried in ctluﬁs

‘practical fors the mont ruolnttomry qucgtion in hiutoryt aod’ or N
Nen? It has hkon the logs.oll. ncxt ut.p thth thn. hundrpd ”m S
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!_"% O La rationall sn hes;%atqd tostake, and sald what millions of'modern?

' — ‘min‘de think",- but" do, "-nof’d'are or care_to sy! Ii‘ a' mind 15 the -
Ty dacisive force in, tho world, what nesd is there for God?$ hence-

() mant.a TRLEY ‘ D B

N 'I‘his vision :I.s the Oommunist revolution, which, like all

Bl

: "“‘s’reatf revolutione, oocurs in man'.:s mind before it takes_form 1

o

TN ‘ man'B acts. : Insum'action and conspiracy are merely,methods_of

Gommunlsm. Wif-thu V its viaion, thay, like communism, would _have

.

no meaning and, coul ‘not rally 8 parcel oy plokpockets. Conmunlsm

- ”ﬁiaéa?*nbt""\'ﬁlm n ocrima orato utopia, 884158 _easyoritics

11ke to, think.‘ 
g itsy viaion into P

’j%>'t on. witb'the'world' unable“to ata 3 atill, bub unwillxng'to go —

2 - Do
. &

? 8 t%‘bl‘. «Its
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mind, at the same intensity,uwith the same two oertaint.tes; a -

raason to 11ve and a raaaon bo. die. If At falls, this will be
‘ the century of bhe great aooial waz-a. Ii‘ it auoceods, this will
: ‘ be tho century of tha great wars of faith.. |

L

You will aaks Why. then, dd men ceagse to be Communists? .

3

; One answer iss- Very few do. 'l‘hirty yeara ai‘ter the Russian Reve

olution, aftez' the known atrooities, the purges, the revelations,
the jolting zigzags of Oommunist pol.ttios, there 1s only a handful
1«:of exucommunists 1n the whole world. By ex~00mmunlsts I do not

: mean those who break with OOmmunism over dit‘ferences of strategy
and taatics (like Trot.sky) or orgapization (like Tito),. Thosa ars

merely quarrels over 4 voad map by people all of whom are in &

P,‘}‘hurry to get to the samo place. P

SRy A }Ior, by - ex-communiats, do I mean those thousands who con-

S tinuany drift 1nto tha communist Part'.y and out again. The turn-

over 13 vast. :These are tha spiritual vagrants of our time whose

' traditional faith has been leached out in the bland climate of |

1 ra.’cionaliam. They are 1oold.ng for an intellectusl night's lodging.

‘ ;:ul'rhey lack the charaoter for Oommunist fﬂith because they lack the

'character for any raith. So they drop away thoquh cymmuni,sm

‘ '=':"kaepa its hold on them. | .

S ~ By an ex-communist, I mean a men who knew olearly why he

Jbeoame a Oommuniat, who served Oommunism devotedly and- knew why -

he served 1%, who broko with OOmnmniam unconditionally and knew

. why ha broke with 1t, or theae*there are very few == an index to :

3
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S o History vex‘y 1arge1y fixeé'i;he péttema of i‘orce that make I

o

.men Oommuniats.ﬁ Hence ‘one. communist convereion sounds much . ‘.u;ke
. - 1 another- - z-ather 1mperaonal and repetiticua, aweaome -and t:.re- Lo
some, 11ke long 11nes of slmilar paople all atqlidly walting to | |
_get 1n to 8ee the same movie. A man?s: break \vith Gommunism 18 "

.,\-y o

TR intenaely peraonal.‘ Hence the acoount of no two breake ia .'u.kely

N I

to be the same., The reasons that made one Oommunisb break may

saem wi.thout fo ee to anothér exncommunist. Arbhur Koestlér,”'cho .

part cf the Worla 8 great adm:lrat;ion. I redontly read his aocount '-"_;?i

u‘s 3 v

| wiof his masons for breaking with the communiat Party. & I thought:




without great succea’s‘,'the dark ‘clue to their compliocity. As
i:fhai‘rm understanding o"‘f Comminism waé ‘incomplete and led them %o
a ‘defad end, their understanding of breaking with it 1s incomplete
and ';ee;{ds,%hem to a dead end. It leads to 1989 than Communism,
> whféh‘ ;'as a vision and a faith. The world outslde Communism, the
| world 1n cri,sis, lacks a vision and a faith, There 1s before
= theSe ex-Communists abaolntely nothing. Behind them i1s a threat.
Fox' they have, in fact, broken not with the vision, but with the
‘ ‘politics of the vision. In the name of reason and 1ntelligence,
7 " the viaion keeps them firmly in 1ts grip = self-divided, parae
hlyze\d, owerless to aot againet it. |
Hence the ‘mosY, aecret fold of their minds is haunted by a
 ;‘A ; terrifying thox,ght. What 1f we. wera wrong? Vmab if our inconstancy
. ;-iia our guilt? I‘hat 13 the fate of those who break without l-mowing
. . cloarly ;that Oommunidm ia wrong becauae something else 1is right,
beoause to the ohallenge: God ‘or &an‘?, the'y sontinue to glve the

L 3
' ;q.‘

answem Man. ',l'heir pathoa is t;hat not even the Oommunist ordeal

»a,

i ;gould teach them that man without God ia just what Gommunism said
="t%tai tha moat intelllgent of i;he animala. that man without God

'?abqnt i’liB boastunosa.‘l "Er nonnt's Vempnfb," eeys t‘ne Devil 1n e

Thoy aro witnesaes againat sbmething: they

‘witneases fop anything.




share 2 whether they go only part way or. to the end of t.he question

, sseloff—23235 _
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» t nw f ht'. ) the Russian winter. They _come

policy oi‘ the Communist state. T.B_Y oome, tm. ;

e death then flo zod to doath S




(aa an example to others) in the freezing F1lth of sub-aretlo

labor oamps. : They come from children whose parents are suddenly,
inexplicably, taken away from them -~ parents they will never
o ' -gee again. ) .
s 7 What Communist hes not heard those screams? Exeoution,
.- says the communist oode, is the highest measure of social pro- -
’ tection. ‘'What'man can eall himself a Gommnist who has not

" accepted th'e fao‘t' ﬁﬂat Terror 1s an instrument of policy, right
" 1f the vision is right:, justified by history, enjolned by the

-balance of forces in the aocial wars of this century? Those

e

i-scz-eama have reached every Communi.st' s mind. ‘Usually they stop
t‘here. what judge willingly dwella upon the man the laWa compel
Vhim to oondemn to death == the laws of nations or the laws of .
history? - ° _ 7
. But ‘“o‘n,e day bﬁe Communist really ‘l[xojaré those screams., He
is going ebout fhis routine ?a;#i:j tasks, He 1s 11fting a dripping
resl of microfilm from a dﬁvel‘opizig tank. He is Justifying to
a Communist fraction in a trade union an extremely unwelcome
directive of the oentral OOmmittee. He 18 receiving from a trusted
. superior an order to go to another country and, in a-dpslgnated
. hotel, Mat‘; a d,esi.,ghatv‘ed hour, meet & man whose name he will never
‘know, but who will 'g‘ive him a packege whose contents he will never
learn. Suddenly, there o.léqes around that Communist = separating,
‘ s }silennce, and in that 8llence vh.eA ‘hears soreams. He hears them for
| the first time. TFor they do not merely reach his mind. They.
‘ ,ﬁierca beyo}xd.’ _They ‘pierce to his aoui. He days to himself:
‘"hose are not the gereamns of men.  in agony. Those are ‘the screams’

of a soul in agony." He hears, them for the first time because a

Kisseloff-23236)




soul in extremity héa commnicated w;th that which alone can heapr
it -~ another humsn soul. |
Why does the Oommunist ever hear them? Bwoause in the end
there persista in every wan, however he may deny it, a scrap of
soul. The Communist who suffers this singular experienoe, then :
says to himself: "What is happening to me? I must be sick." p s o
he does not instantly stifle that scrap of soul, he 1is lost. e
; he admits i1t for a momant he has admitted 'chat there ia some- '
thing greater than Reaaon, greater than the logic of mind, of
politics, of history. of economiés, whioh alone’ Justify the. vision.
;If the Partcy senses his weakneas, and- the Party is peculiarly ,'f
rycunning at sensing suoh weakness, 1t will humiliate him, degrade |
him, condemn him, expel hin,. If 1t can, 1t will dastroy him. \
And the Party will be right. Por he has betrayed that which .
alone justifies its faith - the vision or'Almighty Man. He haa 1,a£
brushed the . only viaion that’ has force ageinst the- vision of .v;aﬂ“;
Almighty Mind. He stands before the fact Qr God. i ;4
The communist Party 1esfam111ar with this ezberienoo to -
ﬂwhioh 1ts membera are somebimea liable 1n prison, 1n 111neaa, in.

) indeoision. It 13 recognized frankly as a siokneas. Thore hre iam;]»k‘:

‘qu§a -of" traating 1t e if 1t 15 confegaed.v It is whqn 1t 1arnot;“

u‘7°°“f°8”°d thaﬁ thﬁ ?BPtYn sensing.a BubLl ‘orisihs munna upon t7;ww K

savagely. ‘Wbat ex-communist hassnet su,r
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h . Yet my break began long before I heard those screams. Pers

o haps 1t does i‘or everyonae I do 'no.t ‘know how far back it began.
AValanqhes gather i‘oroe -and crash, unheand, in men as in the moun-

L H tains. But I date my break from 8 very casual Heppening, I was
S f aittlng in our aparbment on St. Panl Street in Belbimore., It was_‘

‘ehortly‘ bafore we moved to Alger Hiss's apartment in \‘;ashington.

5 4 my daught;er- was in her high chair. I was watohiny her eat. " she

" ; was the moat miraculous thing that had ever happened in my lii‘e.

I; 11ked to watoh her~even when sha smeared porriﬁge on her face

; . 7‘{3;“" or dropped‘ it: ,,medibatively or\ the floor. My eye same to rest onv

i e

'M-ait out of'm& » .fBut I nevex' wholly forgo_ it or the oocasion.
If I"had complated 11:, I should

womsts ‘gou"l(‘}” agree upon: they broke

god. 'hhab tha },ou
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‘the soul dies‘ Withdut the soul there is no. Justlfieation for
freedom, . Neceesity is tho only justification known to the mind, )
Hence every sinoe e break with Gommuniam is a religious experienoe,
though the Communist fail to identiry 1ts true nature, theugh he ;v
fail to go to the ehd of “bhe experience. His break 13 the pollt~.
icai exprassion of ;he pe?petual need of the gonl whose riret “'<
faint stirring he has felt within him, years,,months er days |
before heibreaks. A communiat breaks because he must choose aﬁ

: last between 1rreconcilable opposites - God or Man, Soul on Mind, |
Preedom or. communism.]‘ o oo T A . |
Communism is” what happene when, in the name of Mind, men

o

:ﬂfree themselves from God. But 1ts viéw of God i%g knowledge of

'God, its experience of God, is what alone glves character to a

'soeiety or & netion, and meaning to its destiny. Its eulture,

"the voice of this charaeter, ie merely that view, knowledge, exper= .

ience, of Goa fixed by 1ts most 1ntense spirite in terms intel-‘f
. 11g1b1e to the~nase of men, There ‘has. never been a society or'a °
nation witheut God; But history 13 cluttered with the wreckage |
of nations that became indifferent o’ God, and dted, . ‘
The erisia of Communism exists to the degree in Which 1t
has railed to free the peoples that it rulee from God. Nobody

" knows this better than the communiet Party of ‘the Soviet‘uniqn.

Thehceisis»of the Wegtarn world exists to the degree in which 1£
1s 1ndifferent to God.f It exists to the degree in whigh the Wes-
tern world aotually shares Gommunism's materialist vision, is eo‘v
'% dazzled by the logic of the Oommunist interpretation ef hietory,f»éb:
politios and eeenomios, that: 1t faile to grasp that efor it, the'f ;
onlv poasible answer to the COmmunist chellen393 Faith in God orh |

-Faith in Man? is. the chel]enge: Faith in God. ‘ N isceloff-232300
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3 Economs.os is nnot the central problem of this century. It 1s a
rolative problem wh.ich em be solvad in r elative ways. Faith is the

‘ central problem of this age. The Western world does not know it, but
it already possesses the ‘answer to this problem--but only provided that
- 1t8 faith in God and the freedom He enjoins is as great as Sommunism!s

: faith in Man.

e My danr ohildren, fbei‘ore I close this foreword, I want to re-
" onll to you briefly the 1ife that we 1ed in the ten years between the
time when I bz-o“ka with Oommuniam and the time when I began to testify
. ~=the hhings we did, worked for, loved, believed in, For it was that
happy 1life, which, on the human side, alone made it possible for me
L to do later on tha things I had to do, or endure the things that hap=-
penad to MO, -y ,
~ Those were the daya of the happy little worrles, which then
Beemed so big. Ve kr;qw now that they were the golden days. ‘They will
not ‘come -again.»l Iin thoas ‘d“a"ifs, our gr;mtest worry was how to moet the
payments on: t‘.he morbgage, how to get the ploughing done in time, how
- to get ‘health accreditation i‘or our herd, how to get the hay in. before
the rain. I used’ o take my vacation 1n hay harves‘c 8o that I eould
k help work the load. You two 11%:1:16 fellows ussd to. trample the load,
K drive the hay tmck in the fields when you could barely reach the 7
foot pedals, 2 drive the sractor ‘chat pulled up the loaded harpoons
. to the moW," Ab evoning, you would break off to help Mother millc ‘when

. . b

I went on haying. For we came of age on the farm when we decided not
to hire barn help, but to run the herd ourselves as a family..

Often the ovenlike heat; in the comb of the barn and the sweet
‘:-‘Jme_ll* of _alfa‘.l.f,a nade us sicke. Some.‘aimes we fell agleep at the -
supper table fi'nm fatigue, Bﬁt the hard work was iood for usj a;'xd

you knew only the peace of a home ‘governed by a father and mother

|sseloff—23240




whose marriaga the years (and an_earlier surrering which you oould
not remember) had deepened into the perfect love that enveioped you.
Mother was a aligh&, overalléﬁ figure foraver working for you
": | in the house or basida you 1n tha barns and gardens. ‘Papa was a
squat, overalled figure, fat but forceful, who taught John, at nine,
the man-size glory of driving the»traotor; or sat beside Ellen, at’
the wheal of the trick, an ambodiment of aecurity and power, aa
~we drove loads of cattle through the night. Oon summer 3undays,~you 7
- sat between papa ‘and mama 1n tha Quaker3meeting houae.h Thrdugh '
B the open doors, as you,triad not to twist and turn in the‘long ‘ 5”
silenoe, you could see the far,kblue Haryland hills and hoar the~ ‘ﬁ‘ﬁ*

_redbirds and ground robins 1n “the graveyard behind.,, o 44‘f;;7 -

i R ﬂnly Fllen had a vagme, trcubled reonllsction pf another time

‘and another 1mage or papa." Then (1t was'during tha years 1958 and -5?
1959), 1f for any‘reaaon she pattered down tha hall at night, she

would find papa, with tha light on, writing, with a ravolvgr on the




>‘born.‘ Thera was alao the death of animals, sometimes violent, some-

R ,times °low and painful - nothing 1s more constant on a farm than

v;s;i?tj;'}death. “ #o i

'!'ﬁj SOmetiméég“of a spriné evéning, péﬁa would hear that distant

o honking that always makas his scalp tingle, and we would all rush
out'ﬁéqsae the wild geese, “in lines of hundreds, steer up from the

vvsouthwest, turn over the barn a8 over a landmark, and head into the

‘north. - Or on autumn nights of suddon cold, that set the ewes breed-
1ng in the archard, papa would call you out’ of the house to stand

: —fw» (,With him in the now celebrated pumpkin patch and watch the northern

?”i"j“' c»;lights flickar in electric clouds on the horizon, mount, dle down,
1;2;“ :7 yfade and mount again till they filled the whole northern sky with

: '"1ghost1y lighm in- motion.‘“ | ‘

‘ , Thus, aa children, you experienced two of the most 1mportant

i 4;%‘?:;;' thinge men ever anw - the wonder of 1ife and the w°nder of the

N 1#univarse, tha wonder or«life within the wondar of the universe.

’ ,3More importgnt“fyou knew them not from books, ‘not” from lectures, but

*“ ;81mp1y from 1iving among thsm.; Eost 4mportant, you knew them with

o fi“revereneo and awe«-- that revarence‘and awe phat has died out -of the

‘%?i;modern world and ‘been replaced by~man's m°nk°¥11ke amazement at the

.

‘ff;avarness of hia own 1nvontive brain. gg,‘;“"j:.',_A ) ay

.
,d‘l

I haVG watchad greatnesa touoh“”ou 1n another way;; I have

I thought you underq,é“'

;syhphonv-
{?ﬁas much as chﬁldran can, gheniI toldvyou that that music was

"e

V‘to the third movemqnt of the Ninth



could thus reel 1n your

7wor1d about 1t. While

ne regat






purpose; A senae of - the enormous futility of my efforh, and nmy
_own inadequacy, drowned me. I felt-a physical ‘¢61d ereep through
mey settles around my heart and freeza any- pulse of hope. "The sight
of you children, guiltless and defenseless, was more than I could
‘bear. I was alons’ against the worlds my 1onging was to be 1eft
completely alone, or not to- be at all. It was that death of the
will which Communism, with great cunning, always triea to 1nduce in
1ts victims. . ug“;
I waited until the last’ cow uas stripped and the last can
1ifted into the cooler., Then I~stole 1nto tha upper barn and out
into the appla prchard., It was a very dark night. The stara were
large and cold. This cold Wwea - one with the coldness 1n mwself. |
The lights of- the barn, the house and the neighbors' houses were wanm
in the windows and on the ground' they wore not for me. Then I ,;”j

| heard Fllen call:me in’the barn and John calledz ,. "Papal" ! sun

, callihg, Ellen Wént down to the houae, to 806 if I were therg.

heard John opening gates as hé wént te the calf barn. and he called

Tag
.j‘ K

me thare. WIth,all the lbngiﬁg of myilove ror you,ur wanted to

answer.




"don't‘ever go away." "No," I said, "no, I won'f ever go away."
Both of us knew that the words "go away" stood for something else,
and that I had given him my promise not to k11l myself. Later on, as
jbp will see, I was tempted, in my wretchedness, to break that promise.
Hy-Childron, when you were little, we used sometimes to go for
walks in 6prmpine woods. In the open fieldas, you would run along
by yourae1ves. But you used instinotively to give me your hands
as we entered those woods, where it was darker, loneller, &nd in the
'stilldess our- voices sounded loud and frightening. In this book I
1am again giving‘yOu my hands. I sm leading you, not through cool
" pine woods, but up and up & narrow defile between bare and steep
‘r:rocks from which in shadow things uncoil and slither away. It will
”be"darkw1 But, 1n the end, if I have 1ed you,aright, you will make
out tbree crosses, from two of which heng thieves. I will have
:”;brought you to Golgotha -~ the place of skulls. This is the ﬁéan=
rf:ing of the journey. Before you understahd, I may not be there, my
f,fhands may have slipped from yours. It”Will,not matter. For when

fayou undarstand whnt Jou see,-you will no longar be .children. You

o j»"win Jmow. ‘that life is pain, that each of us hangs ‘alvays upon the

:f:!cross of himself. And when you know that thts 18 true of avery man,

”lk’}wcman and child on’ oarth, you Will be WI89'<=?

K g e "‘,"ﬁ ‘:._ - - , S w“, = B

PR " Your Fathey Kisseloff-23246




