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10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGNTING

PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12,
V J' (' il 1. ty W
Levelland, Texas g
4. TYPE OF O8SERVATION
:-Ground-Visuadl D Ground-Rador g
0 AirVisuodl O Air-Intercept Rodar o
6. SOURCE s [ O
| :
, ‘ D
| 0 No Civiiian - -,
7. LENGTH OF . OBSERVATION 8. HUHBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE ig{
0
~y

o _Seconds to 4 mins varied

# .l

|l:"l"'-l'—l (T - :

CONCLUSIONS

Was Bolloon
Probably Belloon
Possibly Balloon

Was Aircroft
Probobly Aircroft
Possibly Aircroft

VWas Astronomical
Probably Astronomicol
Possibly Astronomical
Other Dol Johtnin.:
Insufficient Dota for Evaluation
Unknown

11. COMMENTS

This case triggered off more thau 300 |after very extensive checks and
gimilar described I‘GII{)T‘K.:: withan a detailed investigations by the
5 day period bect wusa2 of {he nation- V% Tovred nnd With contlets o
‘,udf.?- IJW 1city and sensationalisam glveralll Jorce alld wiih conpiete Coi

he {3 ress, radiog and TV, Oval on laboration with both Air Force &
I’U’}“C- shaped object, generally bluish- non-governmental scientists it was
white or greenish- white in color, RAR RN that the iohtins wie

The size and maneuvers of the obj RN T ot SIPIE - y ST SRR Ry TR
varied with different u) observers, due to a very rare phenomena, ball
_‘-’f';tll_ﬂh l‘ilf.l” ad €m the :"';le_ _O.[ el :'3'”*11’ L lightninge,
ball to 800 feet in length, al ,10.1lh »
the ma;]’orlt 1‘“‘* porting that the obj
hovered apove the ground., Most of “the
observers Statbd that the obj afiected
or ﬁuﬂ‘fu fheir . .cars, iznition., Duratipn o{f sightings ranged fm 2 sec¢s
LO f_ r‘n‘L{"l L-,u...flffmt CO NoLg that A 1Y bat .oné&, obsBrver fientioned Lioht
ninz or lightBing flashes & the existahce of rain or mist in fhe Araas
ATIC PORM 329 (REV 25 SEP 52) (

b L llt.-.r-':' Kl i .'[u".'.*'ah_,ﬂ‘_'ﬂi—, g
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U. 5. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET

This quastionnaire hos bean prepared so that you can give the U, S. Air Force as much
information as possible concerning the unidentified aerial phenomenon that you have observed.
Please try to answer as many questions as you possibly can. The information that you give will
ba usad for reseorch purpases, and will bo regarded as confidential material. Your nams will not
ba used in connection with any statements, conclusions, or publications without your permission.
We roquest this parsonal information so that, If it is deemed necessary, we may contact you for -
further datails,

- — . ———————

T i o e - AT N LR ) My iy o B — g e i e T - - " — — e A . rE— ——— B —————— P — S i e e e ey

1. Whan did yau sea the objact? B Tiow Sldoyt Lt . e
Hour Minutes
Day " Month Yoor (Circle One): AM or P.M.

= - ——

3. Time zons:

(Circia One): o. Eastern (Circla One): a. Daylight Saving
b. Caniral b. Standard
¢. Mountain
d. Pacific
e, Other

4. Vhers wore you whan you sow the object?

Noearest Poatal Addrass State or Country

— 4

Additienal ramarks: __< LU 30 /

r —

5, Estimata how long you saw the object, 2 04) b
Hours Minutea Seconds

5.1 Circia one of the following to indicats how certain you cre of your answer to Question 5,

a, Certain c. Not very sure
e b, Fairly certain d. Just o guess

— T s — . - E————m ———— — e ——y i

8. What was the zondition of the sky?

| {Circle Ons): o, Bright daylight d. Just a trace of daylight
b. Dull daylight (8. No trace of daylight
| ¢, Bright twilight V. Don’t remember

7. IF you saw tha object during DAYLIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, where was the SUN located ﬂ; you looked of
tha objact?

(Circle One): a. in front of you d. To your left
h. In back of you e, Dverhead
¢. To your right f. Don't remember

— - m—— - p— - m— S
T g — q—-in--l.h—J

g - = rrw - i

ATIC FORM NO, 164 (13 OCT 54)
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8,1 STARS (Cirele Ona):

& I8 Nﬂ”ﬂ
b, A few
¢. Many

d. Don't romamber

e e R o— S S . W S o i = m & m S — o o e mmw ¢ P e—

8, IF you saw the ovjact ot NIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, what did you notica concerning the STARS and MOON?
8.2 MOON (Circle One):

o. Bright moonlight
b. Dull moonlight

¢. No moonlight — pitch dark
d. Don't ramember

9. Was the obiact hrightor than the background of the sky?

(Circla Dnel:
e L TR < S

d Yos . | b. No
‘ ¥,

e. Otha

c. Don't ramembar

S — i — —

¢. Ablock away?

r

E—— — — — — - . o — i

11. Did the object:

a. Appaar to stand still at any tima?

b. Suddenly speed up and rush away at eny time?
c. Brook up into ports or explode?

d. Give off smoke?

a. Changs brightness?

f. Chonge shape?

g. Flicker, throb, or pulsate?

E e . e o MR ! . Bl i S il = . Y Tl . e e 3 I i | W

10, IF it wos BRICHTER THAN the sky background, was the brightnass liks that of an automobila haadlight?:

(Circla One) a. A mile or mors away (o distant car)? -

b, Saveral blocks away?

d. Saveral yards away?

Yes
Yeos
Yae
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yeos

(Circle Ons for each question)

No
No
No
No
No*
No

= . e - = ———in — == — T ——————

it moved behind: . Al ot

~—

"‘i .f'r ) f
i L i —
¥ T B

-
i — e e

Don't Know
Don’t Know
Don’t Know
Don't Know
Don’t Know
Don't Know
Don't Know

12, Did the object move bahind something ot anytime, particularly a cloud?

(Circle One): Yes No— Don't Know, IF you answarad YES, then tell what

-

- —

{Circle One): Yos No— Don't K

i1t movad in front of: g i

A— — —

B

A ——— el . . g i A — g — — i B e s s e e e e el S TS T m = # i — —

now,

A ——— e

13. Did the ohisct move in front of something at anytime, particularly a cloud?

IF you answered YES, than tell what

—— — | — e — e

14, Did tha obi2at appear:  (Circle Ona): ‘ay Solld?

e

o —
—— e

= e ———— — e =

b, Transparant? c. Don't Know,

l— e " —

a., Eyeglasses Yes No
b, Sun glasses Yos No
¢, Windshield Yes No

d. Window glass Yos No

15. Did you observe the object through eny of ths following?

o e STl BT WDl e A — i —

e. Bincculars
f. Telescope
g. |heecdolite

h, Other _

S— —

Yes No
Yes MNo
Yos N2




Poge 3

16, Tall In & fow words the following things about the object.

o Sound

b, Color

17. Drow ¢ pleture tha? will show the shape of the object or objacts. Label ond Inelude In your sketeh any datallae

of the objsct tha? you saw auch as wings, protrusions, ete., and especially exhaust trails or vaper tralls. Place
on creow bealde the drawing to show the direction the object was moving,

V8. Tha edges of the object were:

(Circia Ona): o. Fuzay or blurred @. Other
b. Like a bright star
¢. Sharply outlined
d. Don't remember

19. IF thare was MORE THAN ONE object, than how mony were there?
Draw o picture of how thay wars arronged, and put an arrow to show the direction thot they were traveling.

[
I‘H'-'.IA-.- A ;p’_m 2 I'-"L




Page 4

20, Draw o plcture that will show the motion that the object or objects mads, Place an "A" at the baginning
of the path, o “B” o the ond of the path, and show any changes in direction diring the courre.

r ’l‘
,r"; }(' L] F ’ J"
o - . 1 #
.|'I i E # H s P

’ .f‘i ’
/)
y r f-.f{/./ ’
/ *1#' i ("A [ ! S
b O - < S /
: 7 / £

21, IF POSSIBLE, try to guess or astimate wha? the real size of the object was in its longest dimension,
feal,

e — — e — 1 ———— T . EmT

22, How large did the object or chjacts uppear as comporad with one of the following objscts held in the hond
end ot cbout arm's length?

(Clrcis One): a. Heod of a pin g. Silver dollar
b. Pea h. Baseball
¢, Dime i. Grapafruit
d. Nicksa! j. Baskethall

Quarter k. Othar

.
§. Holf dollar

22,1 (Circle Ona of the following to indicata how cortaln you cra of your answar to Quastion 22.

a. Cortain c. Not vory sure
b, Fuirly certein d, Uncertain

_— - S — e e e — = & {—

23, How did the object or objacts disappaor from view? _ i

e —— i A —— S— = =

— - — e e — — — = — — n— —— e —_— e — - —— s e e e i — e ——— = — . S ——— - ———

24. In order that you con glve ua cleor o plctura oa possible of what you saw, wa would like for you to Imagine that you zould
construc? the object thot you saw. Of what type material wauld you meke '? How large would it be, and what shope
wauld I? have? Describe in your own words ¢ $ommen ohject or objects which whan placaed up In the sky would glva the
aame appearance as the oblect which you sow,




L]
S B I A S TR R A S e e T L L ee—— ‘

4

WPLI22 :f}“!:.::3':;3?«1:1..&"..141}/ | Lol AL Rt

CC RJEZDUP RJEPHQ . ///‘;)4
r D , f/f yf—

DE RJLDDN &

O JT¢nr362 r”'/

FM COMDR 16¢6TH AISS

TO RJEPHQ/ASSISTANT CHIEF CF STAFF INTEL HEDUSAF
RJEDUP/COMDR ATIC ¢~

BT '

/UNCLAS/AISCC 275 PD PROLIMINARY REPCRT ON UFOE TNV

1 LEVELLAND TEXAS AREA PD FCLLCWING WERE SOURCES INTERRCGAATED CLMN
QNN C!' RELIABLILITY SHCLN NEWEL WRIGHT Ol RELIABILITY

E SECLN SHERIFF WEIR CLEMN CNM RELIARILITY C SMCLM PR
CMM RELIAELITY B Chl n Chili RELIAFILITY D SNCLN s
W™ Ciii RELIAELITY B PD GENERAL DESCRIPTION WAS A REPORT:D

D SCURCES v C |« ') S

OHLY 'CNES TO REIPCRT ORBRJECT LANDED AND THE LNLY OMNES WHC SAW FOR |

N — e gy

=}

STIGATION

e g, g

CVER A FLV SEC;I?DS PD IN CPINION CF INVESTIGATOR FCLLOWING

—————_ VL TR e - Log b PO BN =S v at
e T S TR A L e R R ol S I P R - * "

e — ——— =

. - T e g — ' v - " gil] ’ - o e \
PCSSIBILITIZS IXIST CLN 1, WITHZANCUNT OF RAIN_IN AREA €M

et ._,.,.--"‘"-‘ . Jl*l.

| MMWAG.W: bl b S o da

B — — —




i

-~ W

LT

*

§ Fi e ] LR % ¥ :J!- LY ] i I_ - lJt' [
-5 e th‘-"’ .i,...r?‘ “ # U.:‘h-‘_ : 1.,

W TV
‘W.:f M DBALED SEPT 1955 CMM
AN URIDENTIFIZD FLYING OBJECT
PESCRIPTION OF THE ORJECT PA

'OTALJ

'__'-"' i
- -"’ e AT

e i i—— ""\\ :
b - - .-
?Ij:.hi:i{f El: I.O II'.:E 1:.1,;..'1 t]

]
- -
- il B g i T i_—

3o ALUMINUY -

i

%

ALSCO EMITTING

§ =~
y 1___
% A
- e '1
o & i ;’fg

8¢ UNY

¢ NONE

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE OF OBJECT PAREN S PAREN CLM

Nl i
e e = PR _“_ﬂ'.—_—_‘-_ﬁ

ORJEZCT RLOCYING RO
______......--r

REES ELEVATION = STP

e I ————

L-;t IIIlL“I QMW -"-hlL*AI-.Y pi ;fi JT-P\P

iy,
el ra.

'.ﬂ-l-'-.'

ACCORLRWCE WIlTA COMAD

- e e

I

--l..' el |

i
£S

o ok &
i h‘ll

1 DL
BLIJI

ID SP

JI 7 ) i e y
n." E L:l" 'r.:.i s J..'...;--’I Fl_.-" v ll||F' o T}“I. tl GI’-OL[ I.HT:J I‘]O:EE II:-I:

W

2s URK
MANMNEZR OF OBSERVATION CLI
} o CROUND=VISUAL
2 e UNK

3¢ N/A

TIMEANY DATE OF SIGHTING CILM

‘ :-1-.._.-——-....\ . 4,
1, \22.227) THRU {36322) ™ NOV.- 1
L g N II s g oy e W
| B!

NIGHT

LWOCATICN OF Q3SERVLILE PAREN &

:. qur‘I: 05?._,}5 (F *' ‘}WAI F'\l"‘i'l:";b

LJuJ -

i » T\ P |
‘ II.' I.
e W "

>LANDARLE ALR SURVLIIL' *MNCL

FOLILOWING REPOFT OF
SUBMITTED PlL

-

3 Ar.c iy CLK

SH LIGHT

-‘-_--I-I-r-'--l-l-ll-- -

ARILY

iM VICINITY OF LEVELLA

LE D AND THEN) H.(NI'I:I_

‘ .

-—‘_.__‘_-—*-_ L._._._H'..- - "l-—- -

|

ey ¥

=3




o TIMy AND DATE OF SIGHTING oLy -
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PAGE -TWO RJEDDY ¢

b,

IMIZDIATE AREZA HAD E}PJ{I”NC"D POUER FAILURE IN HIS TRUCK AT

APPROXIMATE TIME OF THIS SIGH TING PD INVESTIGATION PLOVED THAT A

ROTOZ HAD BEEN CHAMGED ON THE FARMERS TRUCK TUE PREVIOUS DAY PD

HE PIECE OF THE_OLD ROTOR HAD NOT E
BETWEEN THE POEETS CAUSING THE ELECTRICAL SYSTEM TO BE NOW NOI

UOVED AND HAD WEDGED IN

e

OPERATIVE PD THIS STATEMENT WAS OBTAINED FRON _THE M; | 1nGC
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PAGL TUWC RJLDDN 1
COLDITIONS MIGHT HAVE DEVZLOPED TO ERING AECUT ST ELMO FIRE OR
THE LIKE PR ¢ PUS

n

IBILITY OF LXCESS TURNING GAS FRCMOIL
CPERATIONS REFLECTION OFF 440 FOOT CLOUD COVER PD 3, PCSSIBILITY
CIOUWREY  PUWEN erg*sFAHKIhG'GFF'wET GROUND PD SCHTEWESTER PUBLIC
STRVICE CO IS CHECthG{wITH REA COOPS ON ANY OTHER GONCERN WITH
POUER LINES INTC AREA FOR FAILURE PD SCUTHWESTERMN IS PCWER
COMPANY IN AREA PD THEZY WILL PHONE INFO RECEIVED TO REESE AFE

WHC WILL FCRWARD TC THIS CRTANIZATION PD DR RALPH § UNERWOOD CMIM
TEXAS TECH ASTRONCMY EXPERT CMM STATED THAT THE FOLLOWING
OCSSIFILITIES EXISTED AS HE UNDERSTCCD THE SIGHTING CLN NATURAL
PHENCMENA NOT FULLY UNDERSTAND CIM POSSIFLY CAUSED EY RAIN CKN
AND HE STATED THAT THE PCSSIBILITY EXISTLD THAT THEY CANE FROV
OCUTER SPACE BUT HE PERSONALLY DID NCT PELIEVE THIS TC FE THE CASE
PD DR UNDERWOCD ALSO CONCURED WITH NUIIBERS ONE AND TWO AFCVE PD
ED PRCLIMINARY REPORT PD AF FORNM 112 WILL FCLLOW AS SCON AS
PCSSIFLE PD END

ET
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LEVELLAID, TEXALD *BLUL LICGAT* CASE
2 llovember 1557

Five witoesses report seelng objects in the vicindty of
Levelland, Texas on the night of 2 licvember 1957. The time renorted
by these witnesses 13 between 2300 and 2400 hours. The general dese
cripiion of the UFQ's is that they were round to oval in shape and
radged frem the size of a baseball to 2 baszketball. The colora
reported were white with a greenish $int, dlue, reddish glow, zed ard
a flasa of white light. Several of the witnesses reported thaa% the
englne of their cuwer lied due to electrical disturbances. The durae
tion of most of thess sightings was apmroximately several ceconds,
AL 2045 on l} Fovember 1957, a witnesa reported an UF0 as red and the
size of a basketball, connected 30 a largsr darxer object by wha’
apneared to be 2 cablas., After apmoximately three or four minutes
the objsct rose and disappeared into the base of the clouda,

The weathor at the tite of the sightings on 2 llovember 1957,
was a LOO' overcast, visibility three miles, light and variabloe.
ners was a drlazls or light reln througnout the period and the
area had besn subjeclted o heavy thunderstorms just prlor to the
sightinga. The weather on the L4th of Movember 1957, thick heavy
cionds and light rain.

I% is concluded that the cause of the sightiags on 2 llovember
1557, was probably due %0 2 phenocmena nown a3 "3all Lightning*.
The cause for the wilitnesses cars stopping could be atiribated to
~the Zudden disposition of moisture on distribulor payrts, vapecially
1 moisture condansation nuclel were cnhanced Ly increased atmoSe
pheric ionizaticon. In one instance a faulty distribubtor was deterw

nined as belng the cause for the mobor stoppage.

The object sighted on 4 November 1957, was probably a weather
palloon with the safety light which 1s attached to these balloons

. sill oW @

for night launchingse. .
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PAGE TWO RJWFLB 1

UNKNOWN. ® o s f ™ " o
B . < R By
H:ﬂEOUNDED LIKE THUNDER b AL S s //A' oy R .
- iy ( }Z,N,_;b-vf- i | :
1./ RESEMBLED FLASHING NEON LIHHE5 ______ e t
A. SOUND AND SIGHT iz, e (
Be UNKNOWN Ll rtptot et
Co UNXNOWN ‘
De UNKNOWN |
{
(
A. GROUND VISUAL W c
B. NONE 3 ol
S —— 3 |
te /700 FP# fﬂ:’ 33 2 A4 ::u;i |
A« FIRST SIGHTED PRIOR TO 258@ HOURS ZULU TIME, 3 NOVEMBER i
1957- EXACT HOUR UNXNOWN |
Be NIGHT . E :]
5. IN AND AROUND LEVELLAND TEXAS ( |
&4
Ae CIVILIANS=-SHERRIF WIN CLEM, w,"— |
_ " ' I )
(
(
:
5 (
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LEVELLAND, TEXAS, AND THE LITTLEFIELD HIGHWAY PATROL
UNNAMED. AGES, MAILING ADDRESSES AND OCCUPATION OF EACH
INDIVIDUAL UNXNOWN.

Be N/A 0
| y o P b
Te Ae UNKNOWN ‘,r"" \ L
\ e
B. 6,929-152/18, QPNPPPAQUPXWTN QYNPPAWEPXETN WPNPPPA ,~ -
:
WRPXETN EPNPPPAWTPXYTN TPNPPPAWRTXYTN IPNPPB-UNXNOWN. - ///

Ce 12,20 FEET.

De 15 MILES.

Ee 7/19.

Fe NONE

8« NONE |

9. REESE AFB, TEXAS, PROVOST MARSHALL MAJOR DANIEL R. KESTER
VIITED THE ALLEGED SCENE IN CONJUNCTION WITH LOCAL CIVIL

- 1P AENS. Y
AUTHORITIES. NEGATIVE RESULTS. B ———m 71*1] Pt ek €
. ‘u»-.,:.a"‘-'t.--‘\l ‘L{_ T i\\
19. UNKNOWN R :

t1. SAMUEL GOLDSTEIN, CAPTAIN, usﬁr, ASSISTANT WING OPER-
ATIONS OFFICER. NO IDEA OF THE POSSIPLE CAUSE OF SIGHTING.
12. NONE

BT

23/2228Z NOV RJWFLB
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SUBJ: Request for Alr Sclence Divislion Review of Levelland Case

ball llghtning can hover above the ground, and blue-white light (the
color moat reported) 1s a characteristic: color, (See brlef sxcerpt
from an authoritative source from research done dn the subject,.)

4, Request that applicable personnel of Alr Sciences Division, in
collaboratiom with other ATIC units necessary, determine or give their
viewpolnts in regard to the following "mlssing factor' of the hypothsals:

a, What effect does nearby lightnlng dischargea have on ths
elactrical circuits, or voltage potential?

b. Could o1l vapor (from thehearby oil fields) suspsnded in the
water droplets in the alr be ignited to cause an explosion, or a ball
of light somewhat simllar to a flash-bulb light? Mlst, heavy ¢louda
and a very low ceiling exlsted at that time,

S5 Formal request in writing 1s made bscause the case flle will

undoubtedly be sent to Washington and/or turned over to the TV group,
comorrow,

6e TO satlafy both the demands of Headquarters USAF, and to possibly
incprporate this 1n the material requlred by the aforementioned writersa

and story researchers due in tomorrow, your cooperation in this matter
would be appreciated,

o +ncls GEORGE’T, GREGORY
1, Captain USAF
UF'0 Project Officer o

fvg &7 “79;?{ '
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"Ball Lightning" -

l. In the opinlion of the undersigned, after careful
scarch, study, and conslderation of all data aval lable, the
phenomenon was undoubtedly related to the meteorological
conditions that existed in the area at that time: fog,
light rain, mist, very low ceiling (400 feet) and lightning
discharges, Thne latter were definitely established through
the results of numerous investigative reports,

— — — =

2. Probably contributing to the phenomenon were the
oll fires that were also burning in the vicinlity. An oll-
saturated mist is capable of »roducing a "fluorescent glow" |
(as described) upon excitation from a lightning discharge,

3, In summation, all of the above were conduclve to a

"ball lightning"” manifestation =~ a field, of which very

littie 1s known by admisszion of writers and authoritles

themselves (Dr. John Trombridge, Enclop. Am.; Prof. T. A.

Blailr, Ufiv. of Ne raska, Weather Elements, among others).
~h Y2 A

ie A ALl spves in agreement, however, of the following,

which, significantly, are the almost exact characteristics
and descriptions of the "Levelland phenomena':

R e

a, Bzll lightning can take many unusual or welrd
spnerical or ellintical shapes.

b, It is predominantly brilliant blue-or bluish-
wvhite in color,

c, It can float slowly scme distance above the
ground,

5. The close proximity of ball lightnine or lightning
discharges 1s capable of ionizlng the air that may, in turn,
effect moisture-laden ignition components of a motor vehilcle.

'T"%m s
Cagtf "‘?; T Grego:\y T“

3 Jan 1958
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19 February 1958

Ri: Prime Source in levelland UFQ Case

During the course of the investigation at Levelland,

all attempts possible were made to locate RN,
truck driver and prime™source in the sighting,

Contrary to newspaper reports, source did not live
in Levelland. He was from outside the city and could not
be contacted by the sheriff of Hockley County.

C.SGT, NORMAN P, BARTH
NCQIC UFQ Section
1006th AISS
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Sun-Like [ystery Object
Hovers Near Atomic Bunkers

sl " ; - . s o2 » :
WHITE SAMNDS PROVING and staited hlinkine on And

B " L ¥ L] .-F M 14 ! § .

[li“‘“i“lh.h ., Nov. 4 (AP - pa Then [ e aped.
P . i his yntrol A | "‘*.|'.-'[‘I e
A " veld 4 s \ ‘o 1y ot ’ i in '
i Ihe Army today reported that | opcniie “side ax “200 ar 200
i'l'l'. ;i !;I':_:l_"' ﬁ'_- I: ‘.1..‘ 11 ' AR .‘..‘ "1 s . f'.t: !r-; .: . . WOk
bright as the san™ was spotted | hright,” Qakes sa He said
Hn”*‘-* * OV P YL i".i|:' "'l | hl'q "N!-"T wasg anout 1wo LM

i1 three miles west of the lizht," !
L

TRUNY

L 1 - ! .
e::phr. :ﬂ.tﬂ: | o MFel e o And Went Dot |
The sightings were made 17

' The earlior gizhting came al 8
hf‘lllt‘: H:‘lll"l II"I}' fwo II’-"#'-"{'”]I am n'in"!-t.'-' Arinthor twoerr
poiice patiogs on Hhis southern

i Ine U atomie bomb

'rﬂ*
e r}ﬂlrhi lt'h‘.‘n:'::.'j[if'h:_ ! '.1.!‘. [H":Eﬁ'

New  Mesvweo misale testineg H Tov and Pie Wilbank narle
il o 180l ’II' T " i -i*' Yy ! 'T"'ipl 1'1-;1- report.
- Wi | the roathern 1.t Penney aueted thein
eddie of the avea Julv 16, 1045, 'ha they noticed a “very beight
The o " iling o 1) of tlie "M ¢t” high 1n the siy. The ob-
. 3 g - ; L} i i o . i 0 o sovee oyl e . i o | = 1,'
A7 A KX n) Ty . ) - iz E = % - s ' 5 Rt » deet dexcended untll it was shou
‘H .\DLII:\(J'-l ‘:}l\I (n\I ]-—*'! WP S U A llilg'.-, M 1t NOTIE O oomen hada i voucds atiove e A-bomb Mipes
o, | L . .- " PR | ' ' & ) ". { '_' "Tl. 1 = T % = .
.ﬂlIJH;-.:f‘I} l!,{htﬂii ITIVU NN ~:h!._”*- SOt Hvap ' : T e 4 . Ci'd wieh 1t went ol @
’ - L4 B . Y O ¥y . : .y '1- : : \ EEL R g = ' AN & i1 Py SR,
West Toexas were being investizar ol by the Aij ORI . vif bweanmd real brizh
- Y -y w : , X £y 4 , . ' loe 1l in s anel
it..{t :\. :\ }}I:::’;:-i" *}‘l. 'll l:!,:l:-- | . iy ,r! 1; ;-l I i 1 . g0 L1 i'._ L3
n - . o S 1" 1 bviieyiee o ! ang wenl ! '
A9 | ";lil.itkl!rr‘!t .\1.1.*‘- '}li!‘.\ii-l!_ N ; :: -1‘1,.'1 rli":."'ln__l"]- r 1. i‘ T _ ' .4 | Nala [?"'r et n. _1]':[1]!
. p e ' : ' . I T P T | A4ty va Y
citaing wosherill and ane et ekt L ORI | ol i o
[] i " » 2§ " s +'|| 'l!,‘!::au i
of s doepiities reported see- "M ' 2 : e o Dunkers about
‘{i.-*p :E:l' "‘E‘.iih._'!.t f}l_l'-tnll 'l‘ti'\‘d_ﬁ;* ol S UL N & A & S AEATAY NAE T 21 i | s {"”Hi "l""."."l'f{l |. :I..'ll il
i.\*:’.t!'.i,zh vepoarts of strange iy =1 niain o AT S TR -$ T.wg_-.._r-;l_t }
H ’ BT AL .I-iii i i i " I3 o 1 , ¥ ‘I -
Ling objeels have boeenl popinig up AL Labibl g % ' y i . l"t‘“ 1‘5*1.3””11’1{1 ='1‘ U:l':e
B d l i ¥y d . kil R L } £ _I wl.l & i
Lo vears, v reported week-2nd LN T o SRV BRE Ll ‘ :

' gl s e o e today tn an efforl to And some
Sstzhtbings impressed the Aivr Force miles away. * '

. v % . phyvsical evidenee of the object's'
Vi : : " Rt e i FPOYNSICA © O ) J -
E‘il!“ll‘!f‘“”\ to call for iﬂt Jeast “l L 0 Lt M 23 " 4 P"“l""h} _ i visit. but found nr”hln:'

a preliminary investigation, : Port Jervis, N. Y., commanding

Neither parmol had motor trou-
ble with their jeeps. Soma drivers
who saw similar phenomena In
Texaag reposted engine trouble,

. Officials at White Sands Prov-
‘ing Ground said tha phenomena

" 17T HOURS APART

Sighting o tji= object over the
White Sands Proving Ground in
New Moxico were made 17 hours

officer of the stallion site comp |
about 90 mi'es north of WSPG

heaguariers said one signting
was made by & two man patrol

i al around B pm. Sunday, : ui ,
apart by twy diiferent military €P 3 Furest R, Oakes and lind nothing to do with any ac-
police pitrols. The sightings were qip .1 ..b.’Jl “;1‘1“_- : .“”h.r{ that livity ol th? Danse,
near bunkers used in the first b -1{ t.;-;t“tnnn‘ ..:i“‘:l“.. yal nl S

L atomice bomb explosion. ‘:_ E_‘ . ‘h"if*‘ﬂ ' ..”_;‘!* :) *[“- Aeen i FIjt Islands

. Ona of the two-man patrois <y sl iy s |

thought hanhging about 30 [eet HOHDLUI..U. Nov. 4 (UP)—The
above the old A-bomb bunker Fiill goverament, ia a report re-
Qakee z2aid the “larae bright ‘ceived here today, said a white

fs.j_did the bright object spotted’
tSunday evening was about 200

or 300 feet long and disappsared
into the sky after blinking on and
off. Another patrol said a bright
Mject spotted early Sunday
morninz descended until it was
about 3) yards above the A-bomb
bunkers, then f[aded,

haht” took off al a 4) deopree
angle and went up into the sky

—

iclerayman and four natives re-
|ported sighting a dazgling. object
in the South Pacife skizs which
tpenerally matehed the (aseription
of an unidentified ob)ect reported
in T'exas,

The report issued from Suva,

capital ol the island Jroup, said.

Officials of the proving ground three sightings of the strange flv-

said the ph2nomena had nothing

toy do with a ' the | e ing kubJH:I woere reportsq  last
: any activity at = ek,

Dase. A Peatagon spokesman said INQUIHY --?”NMMH ?/B:!*ECIIJI vy - TR .
no otuicial repoct was received Onf | Ny R %

the reporied New Mexico sizht-!
ngs wad no investigat g was be-
ing mad= on hose.

- ENGINES STOPPED

Witnesses who reporied 5eeine
e .J}jjl"'g..t over Teyvas satdd Tht,‘i['
| cAl® enzines

'Air Force l.ooking Into Reports
of Texas Occurrenca

WASHINGTON, Nov, 4 (#-—
The Air Force began an inves=
tigation today of a lighted ob-
ject reported to have flashed

stopped  and thew , cat A aturday and
| Et.::h'l“.i went out whas thas Arove n;‘:tfe::i:t Texas Sat ¥
, Bear o, The mlttary poilce wan yes Y. o o
' SE " ohiects hava
t-:‘lhjl"'.'f_'hl lll" Wi peoi :hﬂ I E{Epnrtl ﬂf ﬂyiﬂa j

heen occurring for years, bul
lthis one had the support of sev-
oral  witnesses, including A
gheriff and on2 of his depulies,

Witnesses said their cal en=
‘gines had stopped and lights
went out when thay drove neag
the object. It wasz variously de-
'seribed a3 a buming mass, a big
lizht and an egg-shapad object
(2L feet longz.

proving grounds sid they had o
trouble with their jeeps. |

Ar Foree and civilian sciene |
tists have refrained so far from
speculating on what may have
catsed the autos to act up. Nor
cwauld they guess whether there
Was aay connection between the
phenomena reported from widely
sepavated  localities and recent)
Aarge scals power failures like.
the ona which hit the Grand Cen-
Ir:‘tltmm it New York City last
W,

|
NO APPARENT RELATION ‘ _ |
De. Fral L. Whipple, dieeetor| " CON T
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0 pPerscnal Services Branch FROM  CINFO=PI DATE 14 November 57 COMMENTNO.1| |
Of fice of Secretary of Defense | Major Walker/55135/wek.

ATTY: Lt Colomel Peter Brickson

The ittnbhod-dérraspondoncc~is forwarded as a matter pertalning to your office.

FOR THR CHIEF OF PUBLIC INFORMATION DIVISION:

/

1 Imcl - | VICTOR L. WALZER |
Ltr from Domenioc Ripani Major, GS-17 T~ }
1108 Western Avenue ' Public Information Divislion

Waukssha, Wisoonsin
Dated 10 Nov 1957
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- BTaANT ARD FORM 'NO, 64

O ffrce Memomndz;m

TO $

TROM

Office of Information Services, USAF

DATE: 19 Nov 57

Personal Services Branch, Office of Public Services, OASD(PA), 0SD

i 'Referral of Correspondence

The inclosed o-mm:l.c.ation ia referred herewith for such

action and direct‘repy as as_congidered appropriate,
The writer has not been advised of this referral.

G e .

Peter A. Erickson b -;a-

Lt. Col. MG YL
Personal Services Branch °
Office of Public Services

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

e

Incl: Ltr dtd 10 Nov 57

DOMENIC RIPANI
Haukaaha, Wisc,

D/F fr CINFO-PL dtd 1L Nov 57
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SADQUARTER 3, FOLLONING CORBILHEHRED OUR TENTATIVE QON=

CLUSIONS AR
a, IMPRESSICN 'WHAT ONLY ONE CBJECT OBSERVED APPEARS
ERRCNECUS, FOUR SEPARATZ TARGEDS INLICATED, 3 oN RADAR, |
UNE VISUALLY e |

0+ SACH TIME SUCCEEDING TARGET PICKED UY IT W#A3 IN AL~

HMUST DIRECT OrpuOSITE DIRECTION YROM VRECEDI NG TARGET AnD
SOME DISTARCE AVIAY
Co A& TIMZDISTANCE PLOUT INDICATHS ONE TARGET RETURN HAD

SPEFD PI’:?\.JILTH:-.T g uuU MPH ., ANCTHER o0 il { oUGGEST LHG

PROPEDLER TYPE AND -TL"I‘ ALRCRATT RESPECTIVELY
'd, VISUALIY SIGHTING ONLY 3 SLL._.:ITLS BRILLIANT LLKY

PLANET, MOVING WITH HIGH SPEED, BUT HORIZONTALLY, REPRAT

HORIZONTALLY, ASAIN SUGGESTIVE OF ALRCRAFT,
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¥ CullMinlo E..'*T, LS H AIQS -mm' "“W ESTLGATIOY PROCEEDING

SATISFACTURILY, FURTAZR DATA DISCLOSE FULLO#ILG:

b As CONTRARY Ty RKEYHOM'S AND WASEINGDR PRESS REYUKTTS

ONLY THREE, NOT NINE PERSUNS WITNESSED INCIDEWT,

De UBJECT (BSERVAC ¥OR ONLY FEN SECONDS, AND LOD IFNGTHY
TRIOD AS IMPLIRD BY PRESS,

c.'. MIST, RALY, THUM ERSTORMS AMD LIGHTNING DISCHARGES id

SCEKE OF INCIDENT, FACT NOT QUUTED BY NEWIFPAPEKR RELSASES, |

1, THE FOLLOWING POSSIBILITIES, REF BAT POSSIBILITIES,

SEING CHECXED, WHICH CCULD RESULT IN UNUSUAL PHENUMENA '-

JBSERVED PARTICULARLY UNLER DARKNESS, MIST AND RAIN: (1)

R

BURNLING CAS PROM OYL U-sBRATIONS IN THI AREA REFLECTING UFY
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OUD CETLING EXISTING AT THAT TIME, (2) DOWNED ruwER
LLHE GIVING FF SPARK DISPLAY IW CONTACT WITH WET GRAr4D,
(S} ELECTRICAL DISCHARCE (X SIMILAR PHENOMINA LIX® ST,
BIMO'S FIRE CAUSED RIGHT CUOMBINATIUN OF WEATHER AND

IH{ER CONDITICNS, AND (4) "BALL LICHT@180" A RARE, BUT

MEVERTHELESS, PoSSI3 IITY N VIEW (B LIGHTING DI3CHARGES

-

IN ViGIRITY,
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LEVELLAND INCIIENT - 2 Novewber 1957 (UNCLASS8IFIED)
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A mysterious object, whose shape waa descrlibed variocusly as
ranging from round to oval, and predominantly bluish-white
in color was observed separately by slx parasons near the
town of Levellsnd, Texas. Times of observations ranged
from 2300 hours to after 0130 houxrs, night of 2-~3 lNovember
1657. 6Size of the object was estinmated from that of a
baaketball to that of an object 200 feet in length.

The unuasual aapect of this incident was the atetement by
& nuaber of observers that their car's ignition steppes
ccmpletely during the occurrence.

In a matter of hours this incident was given natlon-wide
pudblicity by the natlon®s press, radlo sad TV networks.

For the next T2 hours ATIC and Headquartera UBAF were daluged
with a flood of UF0O reports, the majority of observers
¢claining to have encowmtered a somewhat simllar phenomenon:

a dazzling dbluish-white object, geaerally ovel in shape,
gwooping down or floating nearby - that stopped thelr cax's
ignition. The reports were from persons of some standieg in
thair coommmities casually reporting seelng the objzcty o
those insiasting that the "blue lights" stopped thelr cara in
heavy traffic in the middle of large cities dwring broad day-
light. i
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Intensive investigatiocns produced luformatioca not gorerally
given by sawapapers and othe> redia previonaly. For ezampla:
it vas pilitch durk, rain and mist wvas falling, a very low
celling existad, thare vare lightning dlscharges, and the
sigatiags took pPlace noar an aras whars excess gases Irom
oi)l oparations wers baing burned. In ccae instances, faully

igaltion asyatemws and near fraezing tosparstures veres Lound
during the invesilgationa. .

A muster of tha odhservers intarviowsd admitied tha presence
of lightnlog o> floshes of light. The yorlne aources could not
ba located for interview and interzogations by USAF inveastigators.

Aftar exbaustiva astudizs and analyses by tha Alr Force, avd
in full collaboration with cutslde cclontists and experts,
it wvasa concluded that the aighting vas due to a very rare
lightning phenomsnon - ball 11 » N0 dafinite con-
clusicn has Daan e =8 ing peasibly effects of
ball lightning cn ignition systems. (211 agreed that the
coadpination of conditions existing in the area at the tiue
wars dafinitely corduclye to the phenamsnom. A study of the

vary fow exiatiag rhotoarapns of cctual vall lightaling
further confirmed the coaclusion.)
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lLevelland, Tex. (UP) — A
mysterious egg-shaped object,
red as a blinding setting sun
and faster than the speed of
sound, streaked over West
Texas and New Mexico Satur-
day night and early yesterday,
and one man said he even saw
it sitting in the highway.,

James A. Lee of Abilene,
Tex., who is a member of the
National Investigations Com-
mittee on Aerial Phenomena,
rushed here to investigate and
said he will send a report to
YWashington, \

The object was also report-
ed seen in the vicinities of
Midland, Tex., 110 miles south
of Levelland, and Clovis, N.M.,

Lo e m —

v i K S

Bhndmg fing ‘Fl lying daucer’

‘Stops’ Texas Motorcars

about 70 miles northwest of | vestigate the reports, said

Levelland,

- THE MOST graphic descrip-
tion came from Jesse D. Long
of Waco, Tex., who said the
object killed the engine of his
automobile and put out his
headlights.

Other motorists said it did
the same thing to their cars.

Long said the object ap-
peared to be about 200 feet
long and landed in the high-
way in front of his car. When
he got out to investigate the
thing took off straight up.

SHERIFF Weir Clem and
Deputy Sheriff Pat McCul-
lough, who went out to in-

———

not think

port sightinz the thing. He said

ting clap of thunder-——as - if

they spotted the object streak-
ing across. the sky in front
of their car,

“It lit up the whole pave-
ment in front of us for about
two seconds,” said Clem. e
called it oval shaped and said
it looked like -a brilliant red.
sunset,

Lee, thoroughly impressed,
said reports that automobile
engines stalled and headlights
went out convinced him a fly-
ing object definitely had
visited the area.

He said machines inside the
object “disturb the magnetic
field of balance” and will
cause car engines to stall and
compasses to g0 awry.

LEE SAID he definitely did
the object was
launched by the United States.

Pedro Sacido, a Levelland
motorist, was the first to re-

he was driving west of Level-
land on State Highway 116
about 11:13 p.m. (CST) Satur-
dayv, when it flashed over him
with a tarrific noise.

“It sounded like an ear-split-

something had axploded,” Sa-
cido told the sheritf,

~ He said it Xilled his engma-
and knecked out his headlights
‘until after it paqsed over,

i —
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'"Ebv 2- 1957 LEVELLANDs TEXASes HIGHWAY 116 (KEYHOE=~1960 P 114) 2 WITNESSESOC
_ JUST BEFORE MIDNIGHTs TRUCK DRIVER WAS DRIVING TOWARD TOWN 0!

" WITH A PASSENGER, DI \\HEN A HUGE TORPEDO-SHAPED OBJECT DESCENDED v o O
___TOWARD THE HIGHWAYe IT HAD A agustfgghgg_q;ow. AND IT APPEARED TO BE 150 TO 03
200 FEET LONG, o Y
. ___AS THE MYSTERIOUS OBJECT. CAME CLOSERe THE CAR LIGHTS DIMMEDs THEN THE 05
ENGINE SPUTTERED AND DIEDs% ‘ JUMPED OUT AND DIVED UNDER THE TRUCKs AS 06
NP ATCHED FROM _THE CABs THE STRANGE OBJECT SETTLED CLOSE TO THE ROAD. 07
WHETHER IT LANDEDy OR WAS HOVERING JUST OFF THE GROUND| S COULD NOT TELL 08
~= THE BLUE=GREEN LIGHT WAS TOO BRIGHT. Fgt 09
FOR TWO OR THREE MINUTES THE UFO REMAINED THEREs THEN IT QUICKLY LIFTEDs 10
178 GREN TN R AS 1T CLIMBEDe o 11
SHAKEN GOT BACK INTO HIS TRUCKe THE LIGHTS AND IGNITION NOW - 12
__WORKED CORRECTLYe HE DROVE INTO LEVELLAND, TOLD THE SHERIFF HIS STORYs WITH 13
SR AS A WITNESSe B s e 44
AT FIRSTs SHERIFF WEIR CLEM WAS INCREDULOUSs BUT IN THE NEXT HOUR HE 38

— S —— e e s s —

—— T W —— O —

LEARNED OF FOUR OTHER CASES WHERE LIGHTS HAD QEEN DIMMED AND ENGINES STOPP:D 16
. _BY_LOw APPRCACH OF (WHAT WAS APPARENTLY) THE SAME OBJECTe AMONG THE WITNESSES17
WERE TRUCKER | &
1<

WACOe 20
__WHILE WAS CHECKING ONE REPORT, HE AND DEPUTY SAWZ21

A WEIRD GLOW AS (WHAT WAS APPARENTLY) THE SAME OBJECT PASSED ABOVE THE e

. HIGHWAY. _THIS ALSO WAS SEEN BY, ———— ANO Ry 0 2
FOLLOWING IN SEPARATE CARS. o

IT _WAS _THEN 130 _AeMe _ e AR et i 25
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Texans See
s '‘Craft From.
;‘i‘iOufer Space’

th!f 3y tha United Press,

LEVELLAND, Tex:, Nov. 4.;} h
ald,|—A man who has gpent 20|mij
said|years studying aerial phe|p
eot-|nomena said today he believed
reenla mysterious object seen in

\WVest Texas and New Mexico|
doal“was a space craft from one|tion
tnelof the neighboring planets,” |said

newl The expert is James A. Lee, E&r:

ilar-jof Abilene, Tex., a member of he

iven|the National Investigations b“‘i
Committee on Aerial Phenom- ‘e

o it.jena and a director of Inter- “31

the{Planetary Space Patrol, a West b -
mes-| Texas organization which In- ?
ieve|vestigtes “flying saucers” and|®" 2!
similar objects. prap

LA Mr., Lee rushed here yester:| —— -t
* Jiday upon hearing of the latest|"
¢ ILiobject, seen by at least nine p:

thel nersons in two states.

;“}‘: The egg-shaped object was i
" theldescribed as about 200 feet|H
This long and a brilliant, red.
. thel James D, Long, of Waco, |
Zhy-|5aid he was driving near Level.
land yesterday- when he en-
countered the object sitting in
the road. He said that he got
T*-‘{I_E‘ out of his car 200 feet away
2llitelty investigate, but that, when
‘t1¥ihe did, the object suddenly
ofltook off with a roar straight
vietlinto the air.

pers Mr. Long said his engine
here jcoughed and died and his head-
‘nionllights suddenly went out,
. thej Two other persons in the
. an.|levelland area said the object
nist passed over their cars with a
roar, The engines of their cars
7 isldied and the headlights went =
Sovi Laut, too. i" HHHHHI!
futll, Sheriff Weir Clem and his "C‘pln
aroon leputy, Pat McCullough, spot-|:
ered|led the object streaking across
nte”|tne sky in front of their car.
“It lit up the whole pave.|
ment in front of us for about
ich-ttwn saconds,” Mr. C'lem said.

-
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o1 vhted in'

Far Places

|| (From Dalias News Staff and

& Wire Reports)

ti Flying fireballs, the hopped-up

{1957 vorsion of the old-time spine

fining saucers, Monday night were
reported at such wldejW&
points as Foster , and the

‘*—*-
Fiit Islands.

Even as the- Alr Force ane
nounced in Washington that it is
sending a team of technicians to
investizate the glowing, myste
rious object spotted at Levelland,
Texas, Saturday night d7d cary
Sunday, reports of similar sight.
IIngs began to mount.
| And at least one student of fly-
ing saucers, who completed his |
personal’ investigation of the Leve
elland affair Monday, said he waa
firmly convinced that the object
seen there *‘was a space craft
from aone of the neighboring
planets.”

At White Sands Praving Ground;
N.M., thte Army reported that a
huze nval object *‘nearly as bright
as the sun” was spotted Sunday
hovering near bunkers used in 1
the first A-bomb explosion, e '

The sightings at White Sands
were made 17 hours apart. by two
{different military police units pae
troiling the missile testing range
in Southern New Mexico, First
Lt. Miles F', Penney of Port Jers
vis, N.Y., commanding officer of
the military police, said none of
the men had heard radio reports
or seen . newspaper accounts- of
Jsimilar sightings elsewhere in the
*Tcmmtry.

Both sightings were in the area
10f the new abandoned bunkers
used by technicians who observed- F ’
the world’s first atomic expluulon -

on July 15, 1946,

t Lieutenant Penney, whose bas&
J{the Ztallion Site Camp, is about

93 miles north of the proving |
terounds headquarters, said the
{irs sizhting there was made at
3 a.m, Sunday by Cpl. Glenn H.
Toy and a Pfe. Wilbanks, on
patrol in a jeep, :

The two men said they were
oit routine patrol when they no-
tved a ‘'very bright object” high
in the sky, The object, described
by Toy as egg-shaped and 7 to
100 yards in diaameter, then de-
sscended until it was about 30
-lyards above the bunkers.
| There, according to Toy, it

went out, A moment later it *‘be-
See THING, Page 9, Col. 1
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Continued from Page 1

came real bright, like the sun,
then v an angle to the ground
and out."”

The second sighting was made!
2t § p.m, Sunday by S.P.3 Forest
B, Oakes and an S.P.3 Barlow.
They saw a bright light at an
estimated height of 50 [eet over
he old a-bomb bunker. Oates said
the “lizht” took off at a i5-degree
angle: went up into the sky and
started blinking on and off. Then
it disappeared.

Qalkes said his patrol was about
two or three miles west of the!
lizht, which was ‘200 or 300 feet
lonz.”>

Lid ant Penney said he had
accompanied some of the MP’s to
the site Monday in an eifort to
find some trace of the object’s
visit, but that there was none.
Neither patrol reported motor
trouble with their jeeps, and in
that respect their accounts dif-|
ferel from those ol the persons
in the Levelland area, who said
their car engines stalled when the
lizht came near.

From several other points in
ihe United States Monday came
bolated reports of “things’” in the
skV. | « ;

Mrs. Robert Moudy said that on|
Oct, 15 a flat, oval-shaped object,
about 200 feet long with what ap-'
peared to be a ball of fire in the
conter, zoomed over a farm near,
Foster, Ind. She said her husband
told her of seeing the object, but
fhat they did not mention it to
anvone for fear of ridicule.

aha said her husband related
the enzine of his combine stalied
when the object passed overhead,

F

making a screaming noise “‘likeially something out of this world.”

an auto tire squealing on a fast|
{ake-off.”"" .

In Tuecson, Ariz., a city l[lire-
man, ‘Wencie E. Higuera, said he

'said three separate sightings of!

tellof seeinz a zlowing bright nb-finding nothing wrong, he closed spark fo leak oif,” he said, This,
ject in the western sky. It was the hocd. As he did so he caught he explained, would cause the
larger in the cenler than on the'sizht of the object, glowing with spark to ground rather than fols!

ends, they said, and did not ap-|an eerie fire.
pear to be moving. "'right reported he made
According to the United Press,/[rightened dash to get back

the Fiji government, in a report"!l"ﬂ car. As he did so, the fly-jand that it would take a rnrri[inf 1'
received Monday at Honolulu,|in% fireball took off. Immediare-'charge to cause them to stall., |
Hawaii, said a Seventh Day Ad-ly, the student told Lee, he was| No physical trace ol the fire-

ventist church official, R. O. able to start his car again,

Aveling, and four natives had The dead engine angle particu- Major L. J. Tacker told Thn%
sighted a dazzling object in the larly impressed Donald E. Keyhoe News' Washington Bureau that
Snuth Pacific skies. iof Washington, a former Marineithe biggest piece of evidence, {
‘Corps major who has written sev-| against flying saucers is the come!

The report, issued Oct. 23 in
Suva, capital of the island group,

the strange flying object were re-
ported the preceding week,

All the witnesses there described!
what they had seen as a “‘strange
object, white in color and circular

‘eral books attempting to prove!plete lack of any material unrhjﬁ-\r:ti
that flying saucers are, too, real./which might prove that they have
Keyhoe is also director of a group|been about.
called the National Investigations| “‘On the object seen at Levei-
Committee on Aerial Phenomena.|land, we will have to wait untilf

“That’s just the way an electro-|we get reports {rom our investi-
magnetic force field would oper-|gators and the evidence is evalu-

low its normal course, :
ai But he added that the engines
inlof today's cars are well shielded,,

ball’s visit has been found. And

I

: 'I‘l h 2 2 'Y nmt Ll l
in shape.” They said it gave off ate e said in regard to the ated by our experts,” said Tacker,

a blinding light ““and made them
feel weak.”

But it was the Levelland inei-
dent that apparently set off the
wave of reports, and a ¥fexan ex-
perienced in tracking flying
saucers was certain that the ob-
ject seen there wasg a visitor from
outer space.

“Whatever this thing was it had
a definite mission and a plan rl
operation,” James A, Lee of Abi-
lene told The News. Lee, whoipility that the
owns and operates a surgical sup-
ply store and a household ware
store in Abilene, said he has been
interested in space mysteries for

happening.”

some in Great Britain.

Texan Lee said he had talked| Tacker said that most of ihei
during the day with Keyhoe, who!strange objects that have been|
wanted to get a first-hand repﬂrt!investigated have turned out toj
on the matter. Lee is a memberibe balloons or aircraft. Thisji
of Keyhoe's committee and is alsoitheory was given suppert by Col.|!
a director of Interplanetary Space!Barney Oldfield of the INorthil
Patrol, which, says Lee, has mem-|American Air Defense (NORAD) ¢
bers over most of Texas, plusiat Colorado Springs, Colo. \

engines dying. *“This isn’t the firstiwho is executive officer of theill
time we've heard of such thingsipublic information division of the

Air Force.

‘‘Balloons sometimes come down

Lee was asked about the possi-|to earth in weather like we are(n
mystery objectinow having, and when they get:
might have been ball lightning,|warm they rise again, but they!l
‘which is described by reference|certainly don’'t rush arvound with's
works as “a ball or globe of bril-{noise like thunder and are not’

e :hed liant light moving slowly a short lighted with neon lights,” he com-}
a decade or more. He rushed 0| gistance above the surface of the mented.

Levelland Sunday to tape-record|s.ceth as if rolling on an invisible

interviews with the several per-
sons who said they had seen the
huge, brightly lighted object,
either on the ground or in the air.
~“It's an amr-zing, fantastic
story,” he said. ‘‘Those people
out there.saw something—there’s
no question about it, It was liter-

support a few feet high.”
Not a chance, said Lee.

“Its objective seemed to he

L.ee said he interviewed the wit-
nesses separately and their
stories ail added up.

h 3
AR Rl el Cleny ol L OIS R WM i

:aw a bright ball with *"a tail
something like a rocket’” over
Davis-Monthan AFB, on the south-
east cormer of Tucson, Sunday

Levelland) told me personally that
he had interviewed these people as
they came in and none of them

'land the light 1 "
knew what the others had said. s would go out.

night, It made no noise, ne said,

and disappeared in the Northwest, The story, as related by Sheriff

after about 10 seconds, ‘ |Clem, was that the brilliant ob-
Mrs. David L. Patrick, wifs of ject, epm-shaped and about 200

a University of Arizona vice-'feet long, seitled down on high-

president, said the object had a

LoiY nose and a glowing “slen-'As it did sn, the wilnesses
devs.  v." She said it seemed to!

travel too slow to be a meteor.

'n Chicazo's suburban Elmwood!

Park, three policemen and a fire-

man said they saw a peculiar,

rotinhd glowing thing in the early
morning sky Monday. They said
their car lights appeared to dim
28 k kept the prowl car spot-
lizhe .ocused on the thing.

They all toid the same story.” |ure might have been caused

versity phvsie professor, in an

ways at points around Levelland. torview with The News

claimed, their automobile engines

. conductivity in the air as the
went dead and their headlights v

swiftly into the air, the car lights
came back on, and the drivers
were able to restart their engines,
' Some witnesses reported the ob-
ject made a dealening noise, like
a clap of thunder, as it landed x
and then arose, |

rM Martinsville, Va., Mrs. Ruby

Hairston said she and her [amily told hy Newell Wright Jr., a Tex-
saw a strange red glare Sunday as Tech studen:, the *most im-
nizht while driving on the Vir-portant and authentic of all.”

zinia-North Carolina border. |
And at Brenham, Texas, it was

veported by Newspaperman Tom when, unaccountably, his  ear
£ T J s : P | T

\, e

Lee said he considered the story

Wrizht told lLee that he was en
route from Luhbhbock to Levelland!

-

i

|
® & T
“Whatever it was sheved every| |
indication of being under intelli-|!
igent zuidance,” he said stoutly.!
land on the highway and interrupt )-,
traffic, then immediately leave|]
that area and fly over to another|)
highway leading into Levelland.|}
« +» » It landed four times, and|{

to another location. In every case
when a car or truck would ap-
proach it would fail to function|

The possibility that engine fail-
ball lightning or static electricity

1
t
r
1
was offered by Dr. Wayne Rud-|y
t
y
G

mose, Southern Metnodist Uni-

"You might build up enough, |

to

olf

by

iﬂ-: i

re-

- st of dust to cause the iznition!*
‘dimmed out. When the object rose!, -——— — cause the ignition;’|
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\larger in the center than on the sight of the object, glowing with spark to ~round rather than
Continued from Page 1jands, they said, and did not ap-jan eerie [ire. lluw its normal course.

came real bright, like the sun,ipear to be moving. Wright reported he made a| But he added that the engines,
en ‘1 v an angle to the ground| Aceording to the United Press, | frizghtened dash to get back injof today's cars ave well shielded,
apnd w  out.” the Fiji government, in a rﬂ,”-t!l!hﬂ car, As he did so, the ﬂy-:and that it would take a terrific!|
The second sighting was made!ireceived Monday at Honolulu,| N8 fireball took off. Immediate- charze to cause them fo stall, |
at 3 p.m, Sunday by §.P.3 Forest|Hawaii, said a Seventh Day ﬁ.;]_ll}h the student told Lee, he was NO phy;ical trace of the fire
i, Oakes snd an S.P.3 Barlow.|ventist church official, R. 0_.‘abla to start his cac again, ball's visit has been found. Andi
They saw a bright light at anjAveling, and four natives had; The dead engine angle particu-| Major L. J. Tacker told The|
cstimuted heizht of 50 feet over|sighted a dazzling object in the!larly impressed Donald E. Keyhoe News' Washington Bureau that)
e old a-bomb bunker. Oates said South Pacific skies. of Washington, a former Marine!'the biggest piece of evidence
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fhe “light” took off at a 45-degree
angle: went up into the sky and
started blinking on and off. Then
it disappeared,

Oalses said his patrol was about
two o three miles west of the
lizht, which was “‘200 or 300 feet
long."

Lid  ant Penney said he had
accompanied some of the MP's ¢
the site Monday in an effort to
find some trace of the object’s
visit, but that there iwas none.
Neither patrol reported motor

trouble with their jeeps, and in perienced in

that respect their accounts dif-
fored]l from those of the persons
in the Levelland area, who said
their car engines stalled when the
light caime near.

From several other points ininpemﬂﬂn_" James A. Lee of Abi-

e Unired States Monday came
belated reports of ‘‘things” in the
sKY., « |

Mrs. Robert Moudy said that on

Oct. 15 a flat, oval-shaped object,
about 200 feet long with what ap-
peared to be a ball of fire in the
center, zoomed over a ifarm near
Fostoer. Ind. She said her husband
told her of seeing the object, but
that thev did not mention it to
anvone for fear of ridicule.

She said her husband related

the engine of his combine stalled

when the object passed overhead,

The report, issued Oct. 23
Suva, capital of the island group.

said three separate sightings of

the strange flying object were re-
ported the preceding week,

All the witnesses there described
what they had seen as a *‘strange
object, white in color and circular
in shape.”” They said it gave olf
a blinding light “and made them
feel weak."’

that flying saucers are, too, real. which might prove that they have,

called the National Investigations

Keyhoe is also director of a group{been abonut, *

in;Cﬂt"Pﬂ major who has written sev-|azainst flying saucers is the lfr‘rm-;
‘eral books attempting to proveiplete lack of any material ohject

“On the object seen al Level-!

Committee on Aerial Phenomena./land, we will have to wait until|

“That's just the way an electro-|we get veports from our invesii-
magnetic force field would oper-jgaiors and the evidence is evalu-
ate,” he said in regard to the|ated by our experts,” said Tacker,!
engines dying. ‘“This isn't the (irst|who is executive olficer of the
time we've heard of such things|public information division of the

But it was the Levelland inci-
dent that apparently set off the
wave of reports, and a¥lf'exan ex-
tracking flying
saucers was certain that the ob-
ject seen there was a visitor from
outer space.

“Whatever this thing was it had
a definite mission and a plan rf

happening.”
Texan Lee said he had talked

Air Force,

Tacker said that most of the)

during the day with Keyhoe, who|strange objects that have been

wanted to get a first-hand report|investizated have turned out to
on the matter. Lee is a memberibe balloons
of Keyhoe's committee and is alsoitheory was given support by Col.|
a dicector of Interplanetary Space|Barney Oldfield of
Patrol, which, says Lee, has mem-| American Air Defense {NORAD!]

or aircraft. T’nis';

the I\Inﬂhfl

bers over most of Texas, plusiat Colorado Springs, Colo. \

some in Great Britain.

lene told The News, Lee, who
owns and operates a surgical sup-
ply store and a household ware
store in Abilene, said he has been
interested in space mysteries [or
a decade or more. Ile rushed to
Levelland Sunday to tape-record
interviews with the several per-
sons who said they had seen the
huge, brightly lizhted object,
either on the ground or in the air.

“It's an arr-zing, fantastic
story,” he said. “Those people
out there saw something—there'’s
no question about it. It was liter-

making a screaming noise “like|ally something out of this world.”

an auto tire squealing on a fast
take-off.”""

In Tucson, Ariz., a city fire-
man, - Wencie E. Higuera, said he

<aw a bright ball with “a tail

something like a rocket” over
Davis-Monthan AFB, on the south-
cast corner of Tucson, Sunday
pight. It made no noise, he said,
and disappeared in the Northwest
after about 10 seconds,

Mrs. David L. Patrick, wife of
a University of Arizona vice-
president, said the object had a
poir  nose and a glowing ‘‘slen-

travel too slow to be a meteor.

Lee said he interviewed the wit-
nesses separately and their
stories all added up.

“The sheriif (Weir Clem of
Levelland) told me personally that
he had interviewed these people as
they came in and none of them
imew what the others had said.
They all told the same story.”

The story, as related by Sheritf
Clem, was that the brilliant ob-
ject, egg-shaped and about 200
feet lonz, settled down on high-
ways at points around Levelland.

As it did so,
far! y."" She said it seemed (o

ithe witnesses
claimed, their automobile engines

'went dead and their headlights

in Chicazo's suburban Eimwood'dimmed out, When the object rose

Park, three policemen and a fire-

might have been ball lightning,|warm they rise again, bul they

“RBalloons sometimes come down| |

Lee was asked about the possi-ito earth in weather like we are! 1
bility that the mystery objectinow having, and when they *mti

= T i
|

which is described by reference!certainly don’t rush around with“

earth, as if rolling on an invisible !
support a few feet high.” l
Not a chance, said Lee.
“Whatever it was sh~ved every,|
indication of being under intelli-|!
gent guidance,”” he said stoutly.l.
“Its objective seemed to be to
land on the highway and interrupt
traffic, then immediately leave
that area and fly over to another
highway leading into Levelland.
« + «» It landed four times, and
when observed it would take oif

;

I

1

|

!

, {

to another location. In every case|j
t

when a car or truck would ap-
proach it would fail to function
and the lights would 2o out.”

The possibility that engine fail-|p
ure might have been caused hy;{
ball lightning or static electricity
was oifered by Dr. Wayne Rud-%
mose, Southern Methodist Uni-
versity physic professor, in an in-!
terview with The News.

“You . might build up enoughi
conductivity in the air as the re-
sult of cdust to cause the ignition;’

. - =

- —

swiltly into the air, the car lights

man said they saw a peculiar
round zlowinz thing in the early
morning sky Monday. They said
their ear lizhts appeared to dim
as | kept the prowl car spot-
light .ucused on the thing.

At Martinsville, Va,, Mrs. Ruby
Hairston said she and her family|
saw a strange red zlare Sunday

came back on, and the drivers
were able to restact their engines.

Some witnesses reported the ob-
ject made a deafening noise, likel
a clap of thunder, as it landed
and then arose.

Lee said he considered the story
told by Newell Wright Jr., a Tex-
as Tech studen(, the “most im-

nizht while driviog on the Vir-

ginia-North Carolina border, i

And at Brenham, Texas, it was,
voported by Newspaperman Tom,
\WWhitehead of the Banner-Press,

thar Ed Fischer and A, B. F ischer1

il calied him Saturday night to,

il il -

portant and authentic of all."
Wrizht told Lee that he was en
route from Lubbock to Levelland
when. unacecountably, his ecar
stalled and the lights failed, The
student, puzzled, got out and
raised the hood to investizate,
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works as “a ball or globe of bril-|noise like thunder and are nnt'i._l
liant lizht moving slowly a short lighted with neon lights,” he com-y
distance above the surtace of the mented.
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Fiery Fly’ng ﬂbject "
Stops Texas Trucks

&T Nou 5 ) ~TueseN Paily &idjzen

LEVELLAND, Tex.—#—Re-| Pedro Saucedo, 30, a farm hand | similar occurrence also east of
ports of a mystery object which | and part-time barber here, toid | Levelland,

h[une witness said flew around with | e 0 o4 newsmen, “I was| Police Patroiman A. J. Fowle

stla of wind"” -
:1'; :ﬂdg;:;::iﬁ:n:n;m:h??uhhc puz- | Ariving out to a farm near the said Saucedo and about 14 other

' zled today, Pettit community (west of here)
uf‘ Newsmen and authorities had | Saturday night with a friend, J“Iterrified.

?. | reports of sightings over a wide Salaz, when we first saw _#he | “They seemed to agree that thi

'1:31,}:;“ o s oican il thing. We first saw a...ﬁash nt something was 200 feet long

i¢ | shapea like an egg and was li
{* Peace officers checking. areas |light ia a field” to ‘oiicright, and | sl B85

i,,l W . E] Vs < ad | weTdida™t think™Hiuch aE‘nut‘TY at | up like it was on fire—but look
w)where landings were reporte : 3 o :
! ]mere unable to find any trace, | first. more like neon lights,” he sa

Reese Air Force Base officials| ‘‘When it got near, the l:ghts “They said it was about 200 fe
‘ldj bere declined to say whether an of my truck went out and the |in the air, and when it got clos
“{Lmvestigatinn was being made. . |motor died. I jumped out of the |car motors and lights would g

' - — | truck and hit the dirt because I |off.- Everybody that called wa
| was® afraid. I called to Joe but | very excited,” he asserted.
he didn’t get out. The thing passed | Sheriff Weir Clem said he saw
directly over my truck with a|a brilliant light in the distance buf
nreat sound and a rush of wind. | didn’t get close enough for a good,
It sounded like thunder and my |look. Highway Patrolmen Lee[«

A = m =

=
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truck rocked from the blast. “Hargrwe and Floyd Cavin re-
'fut a lot of heat. Then I got up | ported seeing similar flashes in
and watched it go out of sight to- [ the sky in about the same area |

ward Levelland,” he said. and at the same time as Clem. All
1. Saucedo, a Korearn War veter- | were riding in separate cars.

r-! an, said it was “torpedo shaped” 1

Lor like “a rocket,”” but much {- y '

larger.
Ronald Martin, 18, a Levelland l

truck driver, said his truck en-

cine died and the lights went out

IS
e
»
e
7, | “when a big. ball of fire dropped |
1,
S,
0
d

‘on the highway’’ east of here early |
Sunday. Martin said the object|
' changed to a bluish green color
when it settled on the highway,
then changed to a fireball again
& | when it rose straight up and dis-
«! ' appeared.
gi MNewell Wright, a Texas Tech
‘student from here, reported a|

S
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The Air Force also took the unusual step of referring to specific cases, An AP
dispatch from Washington (Nov. 15) began: "The Air Force has looked into five recent
reports «ees and there isn't a flying saucer in the lot." Five reports out of scores
or hundreds received? Was the Air Force, perhaps, practicing frugality? Ve might
think so, in the light of another Washington dispatch (Science Service, Nov. 7), which
said: "Each major track-down costs about $10,000, including sending out investigating
personnel, paying transportation expenses, sending planes aloft to investigate in-
truders and taking pictures of, perhaps, Venus = plus administrative work." But on
this point there is some instructive evidence (see below).

Of the five cases "looked into," one could be promptly dismissed as a hoax (the
Schmidt case, Xearney, Nebraska, Nov. 5)... The other four cases, concluded the AF,
were either (a) exaggerations, or (b) misunderstood natural phenomena. What about
these natural phenomena?

At Levelland, Texas, the luminous egg-shaped object 200-300 feet long that stop-
ped car motors and radios was identified as: "a natural electric phenomenon called
ball lightning or St, Elmo's fire." Apparently the technical investigators vho con-
ducted this particular $10,000 investigation werc not aware that these are two entire-
ly different electiric phenomena; or thal the average diameter of ball lightning is
8 inches; or that a good many scientists deny that ball lightning even exists; or
that St Elmo's fire is invariably attached to some solid object, As for the stalled
car motors, continued the A¥F, the same weather that produced St, Elmo's ball light-" -
ning might have - MIGHT have, notice ~ "soaked the ignition systems of cars." And
what might have dried them oul so quickly once the light departed? And did anyone's
ignition in fact become soaked? Were the witnesses asked this? (One report, said
the AF, arose from "an automobile mechanic's mistake"; no details are given.S

The investigators said further (note that plural) that they could find only
three witnesses who actually saw the big light. The miracle is, they found as many
as three, For we know, in this case, exactly vhat the Air Force investigation amount-
ed to. On November 6 the Levelland Daily Sun News reported: "Air Force 'liystery! |
Man Leaves City; Actions, Identity Cloaked in Secrecy." The anonymous visitor drove
an AF vehicle, wore civilian clothes, and"said he could not give his name or any idsn-
tification" (italics ours). Around noon on the 6th he spent 30 minutes in Sheriff
Vieir Clem's office. He returned about 2:30 p.m. for another half hour. About 3 p.m.
he headed for Lubbock (30 miles away); he came back sbout 6:30, said to Sheriff Clem,
"Well, I'm gone," and drove off into the dark, drippy night. Adds the paper, "There }:! -
was never any hint as to .what he found out or whether he was really a civilian or an |
Air Force officer." ' |

Does the Air Force call this a "major track-down"? We won't even bother to x5
laugh. " Do they say that the activities of the mysterious gentleman's 7-hour day |
cost 810,000 or anything lilke it? Then the taxpayers had better start yelling bloocy
murder, for they are being well bilked. Yet it was on the basis of this feeble F

parody of zn investigation that the Air Force, on November 15, uttered its "conclu-
sions" abcui the lLevelland object!
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 THE UNPARALLELED UFO "FLAP" OF NOVEMBER 1957

EGC-SHAPED UFO STALLS CARS ON HIGHWAY

pon i
COPS CHASE SKY OBJECT / y

MYSTERY AIR OBJECTS SEEN IN SKY OVER L.A. . | |

These eight-column headlines are only a s:ainplééf vhat appeared all over the
national press during the first two weeks of November, 1957, Many moons have pas-—
sed--two of them artificial (as of this writing)--since the press has displayed
such open interest in UFOs; bubt then the remarkable incidents vwhich they describe

are undoubtedly without parallel in the history of’ "flying saucers."

Following hard on the announcement of the launching of "muttnik"--wthether by
coincidence or not--came the first reports of what quickly developed into a start- |
ling series: near levelland, Texas, during the night of November 2/3rd, a number '
of truck drivers, state and local police, and othei residents described secing a
vast 200-foot luminous "egg~shaped" object that hedgehopped the countryside around
Levelland, landing on highways and in adjacent fields and mysteriously affecting
car motors and headlights. (This effect on automobiles had previously been repor-—
ted from France, in 195L.) Terrified witnesses reported their experiences to Veir
Clem, Hockley County sheriff, and Clem, together with deputies and dozens of police
officers, made a tour of the areas where the object(s) had been encountered. At
2:30 a.n., W s-: "o streak of fire" flash across the highway to the
south of his car; two highway patrolmen, following sone distance behind him, con-
firmed his sighting. At least seven persons reported close encounters with the
egz'"; at least four cars or trucks were stalled; and many others revorted seeing
the phenomenon at greater distance,

# The above headlines are from the Alamogordo, N.M., Daily ilews, 11/5; the Ham-
mond, Ind,, Times, 11/11; and the Los Angeles Times, 11/6, |

el LY




Stormy Weather in Texas

The new type of UFO with electromagnetic (E-M) powers first
attracted notice in this country by allegedly appearing near Level-
land, Texas, on the night of November 2, 1957, a few hours before
Sputnik II went into orbit. A small town with a population of some
8000, Levelland lies on the plains of western Texas about sixty miles
from Plainview, site of a famous meteor shower and only twenty-
five miles from Lubbock, which a few years earlier had gained na-
tional fame with its “Lubbock lights” (p. ooo). The region is nor-
mally an arid one, but at the beginning of November it was experi-
encing unusual weather—electrical storms and rain (the month
proved to be the wettest ever recorded in western Texas).

About 11:15 that Saturday night, a farmworker named Pedro
Saucedo (or Saucido) with his friend Joe Palaz (also given in vari-
ous printed accounts as Palav, Salav, Salaz, Salvaz) was driving
home from Levelland. A few miles northwest of the town he had
turned off Route 116 into a side road, when both men noticed a
flash of light in a field at the right. Evidently unalarmed, he con-
tinued driving and talking until suddenly the engine died and the
lichts went out. While trying to restart the motor, Saucedo (the
similarity between “Saucedo” and “saucer” presents a diverting co-
incidence) glimpsed over his left shoulder something that looked
like a flaming ball or a fiery tornado drifting rapidly toward the
truck. A veteran of combat in Korea, Saucedo reacted instantane-
ously to the blazing unknown. As he described the experience later
that night, “I jumped out of the truck and hit the dirt because 1
was afraid. I called to Joe but he didn’t get out. The thing passed
directly over my truck with a great sound and a rush of wind. It
sounded like thunder and my truck rocked from the flash. . . . I
felt a lot of heat.” Crawling out and seeing the object disappear in
the direction of Levelland, he restarted the engine and drove back
to Levelland to report the incident to the sheriff [2].

The sheriff was soon receiving reports from other persons who
had been driving in the same area at about the same time. They
said that they, too, had seen a blazing object which they described
as a “Aying egg” or “egg-shaped fireball.” Their cars, like Saucedo’s,
had stalled and then restarted when the object disappeared. A num-
ber of townspeople telephoned the authorities to report bright
flashes in the sky, and the police comment that “everyone who
called was very excited” [3] was probably an understatement.

Under headlines such as “Mystery Object Stalls Autos in West
Texas,” these stories hit newspapers all over the nation. The news
spread fast. All day Sunday dozens of persons in Texas and New
Mexico were relating that they, too, had seen fiery objects and
flashes of light in the sky the night before. An amazingly large num-
ber of citizens seem to have been out late that stormy Saturday
night, but apparently none of them noticed any ordinary lightning—
only phantom “somethings” variously described as a burning mass,
a hig light, an egg-shaped object 200 feet long lighted up as though
it were on fire, something like neon lights, objects that were red,
glowing, brilliant, fiery, bluish-green, or pulsating green.

Not surprisingly, with all this publicity, the original incident
quickly began to take on new dimensions. Saucedo amplified his
first statcments and recalled that the object had been “torpedo-
shaped,” “like a rocket, but much larger,” and that lights on the
object had seemed to be winking on and off [4]. One book has since
described the phenomenon as “a huge torpedo-shaped machine,
. . . It had a bluish-green glow, and it appcared 150 to 200 fect
long.” [3, p. 114] Those who wanted to believe in flying saucers
easily ignored the discrepancy between the “flaming ball” or “fiery
tornado,” originally deseribed by Saucedo, and a bluish-green tor-
pedo-shaped machine more than 150 feet long,

For days the Russian satellites had to share the spotlight with
the American flying eggs, while both amateur and professional in-
vestigators tried to solve the mystery. UFO addicts unhesitatingly
deduced the presence of a flying saucer with E-M powers. Various
astronomers, when urged by newsmen, reluctantly advanced off-the-
cull theories based on the meager printed accounts. Dr. La Paz, of
the Tnstitute of Meteorities in Now Mexico, sugoested that the things
scen at Levelland might have been fireballs, A reporter assigned to
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FINAL GALLEY PROOF

Galley 67—~THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS

the Harvard-Smithsonian Observatories to cover Moonwatch obser-
vations of the new Sputnik gave a sketchy summary of the inci-
dent to Dr. Menzel, who also concluded that Saucedo might have
seen an unusually bright meteor and, startled by its brilliance, might
accidentally have killed the engine. Lacking news of Sputnik II,
the reporter sent in a facetious story asserting that, according to
the director of the Harvard College Observatory, the flying eggs
were mirages that so frightened the drivers that they reacted by
pressing a “nervous foot” on the accelerator and killing the engine.
When the weather conditions at Levelland became known, of
course, the meteor theory was immediately discarded. Dr. Nininger,
of the American Meteorite Museum in- Arizona, made the best guess
of all: Saucedo had observed an example of that rare phenomenon,
ball lightning [8].

Within a few days an Air Force investigator visited Levelland
to study the incident. Members of civilian saucer groups complained
later that, since he spent only seven hours in the area, he had ob-
viously not taken the problem seriously and could not have found
the correct solution. Even seventy hours of labor, however, could
not have produced a clearer picture. Saucedo had unquestionably
had a frightening experience, very much as he originally described
it. But as in many UFO sightings, most of the other reports had been
stimulated chiefly by the general excitement. Three persons, not
“dozens,” had seen the phenomenon near the ground. Some ten or
fifteen others (including the sheriff) had not observed it at close
quarters but had merely seen brilliant flashes of light in the sky.

After studying the weather reports and the descriptions given
by the various witnesses, the Air Force issued an explanation, un-
fortunately ambiguous because it omitted the necessary word
“either,” stating that the phenomenon observed at Levelland had
been “ball lightning or St. Elmo’s fire.” Supporters of the saucer
theory seized on this ambiguity to protest, correctly, that ball light-
ring and St. Elmo’s fire are two different phenomena. They went
on to conclude by some process of peculiar logic that neither ball
lightning nor St. Elmo’s fire was involved and that the phenomenon
had actually been a flying saucer.

Saucer publications have printed thousands of words to support
this argument. The evidence, however, leads to an overwhelming
probability: the fiery unknown at Levelland was ball lightning,




In Levelland the night of November 2 conditions were ideal for
the formation of ball lightning. For several days the area had been
experiencing freak weather, and on the night in question had been
visited by rain, thunderstorms, and lightning. Shortly before the
glowing sphere approached the truck, the two men had noticed
a lightning flash in a nearby field. The original description of the
phenomenon—a “flaming ball” or a “fiery tornado” that floated to-
ward and over the truck and detonated with light and heat-fits
the classic picture of ball lightning. The truck’s engine may have
died for one of several reasons. The rain during the evening could
have seeped under the hood and soaked the ignition or dampened
the spark plugs. The feed line may have been clogged. Or the region
of highly rarcfied air created by the ball lightning may temporarily
have deprived the engine of oxygen.

Of the other drivers near Levelland that night who reported hav-
ing trouble with balky motors and seeing a blazing object like an
egg-shaped fireball, three probably saw ball lightning. Others, after
hearing Saucedo’s frightening story, perhaps unconsciously drama-
tized their own experiences and magnified ordinary lightning fashes
into attacking fiery objects. It is significant that although the night
was stormy, only Saucedo reported seeing the ordinary lightning
that normally accompanies a thunderstorm.

Since ball lightning is short-lived and cannot be preserved as
tangible evidence, its appearance in Levelland on the night of No-
vember 2 can never be absolutely proved, even though this explana-
tion fits all the facts—facts that in themselves do not warrant so
lengthy a study. Only the saucer proponents could have converted
so trivial a series of events—a few stalled automobiles, balls of flame
in the sky at the end of thunderstorm—into a national mystery, (Ball
lightning doubtless accounts for other UFO reports, such as the phe-
nomenon observed at Lock Raven Dam on October 26, 1958, when
two men returning late at night from a fishing trip saw a flaming
ball hovering above the superstructure of a bridge; it exploded
with a loud noise and a brilliant white flash and disappeared.)

One thing is certain. No evidence exists to suggest the presence
of a spaceship over Levelland. Any extraterrestrial vehicle attempt-
ing to patrol the area that night would certainly have been seen
and its path would have been accurately plotted. Moonwatch crews
in New Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado were all watching the skies
for a passage of Sputnik, and in Texas itself official observers were
on the alert at Big Spring, 100 miles southeast of Levelland; at San
Autonio, 370 miles southeast; at Wichita Falls, 250 miles east; at
Dodson, 162 miles northeast; and at Amarillo, 120 miles north. None
of the trained witnesses at these stations saw anything in the sky
that should not have been there,
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; Blinding '

Levelland, Tex. (UP) — A
mysterious egg-shaped object,
red as a blinding setting sun
and faster than the speed of

Iaaund.

streaked over Waest
Texas and New Mexico Satur-
day night and early yesterday,

it sitting in the highway.
James A. Lee of Abilene,

Tex., who is a member of the

lNutiunal Investigations Com-

mittee on Aerial Phenomena,
tushed here to investigate and
said he will send a report to
Washington.

The object was also report-
ed seen in the vicinities of
Midland, Tex., 110 miles south

¢f Levelland, and Clovis, N.M.,

and one man said he even saw.

e
i

about 70 miles northwest of | vestigate -the reports, said

Levelland,

THE MOST graphic descrip-
tion came from Jesse D. Long
of Waco, Tex., who said the
object killed the engine of his
automobile' and put out his
neadlights.

Other motorists said it did

the same thing to their cars.

Long said the object ap-
peared to be about 200 feet
long and landed in the high-

wayv in iront of his car. When
he got out to investizate the

thing took off straight up.
SHERIFF Weir Clem and

Deputy Sheriff Pat McCul-

lough, who went out to in-

—— S - = — —

‘Flying Saucer’
“Stops’ Texas Motorcars

they spotted the object streak-
ing across the sky in front
of their car.

““It lit up the whole pave-
ment in front of us for about
two seconds,” said Clem.

Lee, thoroughly Impressed,
said reports that automobile |
engines stalled and headlightsI
went out convinced him a fly-
ing ‘object definitely kad'
visited the area.

He said machines inside the
object “disturb the magnetic
field of balance” and will
cause car engines to stall and
compasses to go awry.

LEE SAID he definitely did
not think the object was
launched by the United States.

Pedro Sacido, a Levelland
motorist, was the first to re-
port sighting the thing. He said
he was driving west of Level-
land on State Highway 116
about 11:15 p.m. (CST) Satur-
day, when it flashed over him
with a terrific noise. it
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) “1ST LEAD FLYING ORJECT ]
LEVELLAND, TEXes 0Vs 3==CUP)=-A YSTERIOUS L .~SHAPED OBJECT _
25D AS THE SE1TING’SUN AND TASTER THAN THE SPEED OF SOUND, STREAKED |
AVER NEST TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO LAST NIGHT AND EARLY TODAY, AND ONE
‘AN SAID ME EVEN SAW IT SITTING IN THE HIGHWAY.

OF ABILENE, TZIX., WHO SAID HE HAD SPEENT 20 YEARS
STUDYING *FLYING SAUCERS,* SAID, »1 THINK 1IT*S A SPACE CRAXT FROM
SR OF THE NEIGHBORING BLANETS."
@y A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE ON
AERIAL PHENOMENA, RUSHED HERE TO INVESTIGATE AND SAID HE WILL SEND
A REPORT TO WASHINGTON.

THE OBJECT WAS ALSO REPORTED SEEN IN THE VICINITIES OF MIDLAND,
TEX+s 110 MILES SOUTH OF LEVELLAND, AND CLOVIS, Ne Ms, ABOUT 70
HILES NORTHWEST OF LEVELLAND,

'mt MOST GRAPHIC DESCRIPTION CAME FROM m OF WACO,
WHO SAID THE OBJECT XILLED THE ENGINE OF H TOMOBILE AND
553 SuT H1S HEADL IGHTS.

79O OTHER MOTORISTS SAID IT DID THE SAME THING TO THEIR CARS,
SENQPEAIDUTHE OBJECT APPARE

T¥O OTHER MOTORISTS SAID IT DID THE SAME THING TO THEIR CARS.
\sun THE OBJECT APPARE

AID THE OBJECT APPEARED TO BE ABOUT 200 FEET LONG AND LANDED
INTOHE HIGHWAY IN FRONT OF WIS CAR. WHENNE GQT OUT 70 INVESTIGATE
THE THING TOOK OFF STRAIGHT UP.

IN THE HIGHWAY IN FRONT OF HIS CAR. WHEN HE GOT OUT TO INVESTIGATE
THE THING TOOK OFF STRAIGHT UP,.

AND s WHO |
WEN 0 TIGATE THE REPORTSe SAID THEY SPOTTED THE OBJECT
STREAKING ACROSS THE SKY IN FRONT OF THEIR CAR.

*IT LIT UP TNE WHOLE PAVEMENT IN FRONT OF US FOR ABOUT TWO |
SZCONDS,* SAID WM. HE CALLED IT OVAL SWAPED AND SAID IT LOOKED |
LIKE A ﬁgxxannr RED SUNSET.

HOROUGHLY IMPRESSED, SAID REPORTS THAT AUTOMOBILE ENGINSES |
STALLED AND HEADLIGHTS WENT OUT CONVINCED HIM A FLYING OBJECT
DEFINITELY HAD VISITED THE AREAe
" "HE SAID MACHINES INSIDE THE OBJECT *DISTURB THE MAGNETIC
FIZLD OF BALANCE® AND WILL CAUSE CAR ENGINES TO STALL AND COMPASSES
| @
SAID HE DEFINITELY D13 NOT THINK THE OBJECT WAS LAUNCHED
BY THE Us Se ALTHOUGH THIS AREA IS NEAR THE SCIENTIFIC DROVING
GROUNDS._ IN TME WESTERN PART DF THUE COUNTRYe.

(PICKUP 6TH PGHs LONG TOLD THE, ETC)

PRE1IOPL
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" LZYELLAND, TEXe NOVs 4e~=CUP)==A MAN WHO HAS SPENT 20 YEARS
- 5TUDYING AERIAL PMEl IENA SAID TODAY ME BELIEVE A MYSTERIOUS

JECT SEEN IN WEST TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO »WAS A SPACE CRAFT FROM
ONE OF THE NZIGNBORING PLANETS.
TUE EXPIRT IS MNNNGNENMS 07 ABILENE, TEX., A MEMBER OF THE
NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE ON AERIAL PHINOMENA AND A DIRZCTOR
OF INTER=-PLANETARY SPACE PATROL, A WEST TEXAS ORGANIZATION WHICH
INVESTISATES "FLYING SAUCERS® AND SIMILAR OBJECTS.
“ RUSHED HERE YESTEIRDAY.UPON HEARING OF THE LATEST OBJECT,
SEINWBY AT LEAST NINZ PERSONS IN TWO STATES.

COINCIDING WITH RUSSIA,5 LAUNCHING OF ITS SECOND EARTH SATELLITE,
THE *THING® WOULD HAVE CAUSED LITTLEZ MORE ALARM IF SMALL GREEN MEN
HAD JUMPED OUT OF ITs

T4E EGG-SHAPED OBJZICT, DESCRIBED AS ABOUT 200 FEET LONG AND A
8RTLLIANT-RED, WAS GLIMPSED BY AT LEAST FIVE PERSONS IN THE
LIVELLAND AREA, INCLUDING THE SHERIFF, TMREE PERSONS AT MIDLAND

AND AN AT CLOVIS, Ne M.
OF WACO_SALD HS UAS DRIVING ON A FARM=TO=-MARKET

ROA SULAND AT 1313 ATHJ SUNDALWHEN HE ENCOUNTERZD THE
0BJECT SITTING IN THE ROADs -

HE SAID IT WAS OVAL-SHAPED, ABOUT 200 FEET LONG AND GLOWED LIXE
A NEON SIGNs HE GOT OUT OF HES CAR ABQUT 200 FEET AWAY TO INVESTIGATE
SUT WHEN HE DID THE OBJECT SUDDENLY TOOX OFS.WITH A ROAR STRAIGHT
P INTO THE AIR.
@6 SAID HIS ENGINE COUGHED AND DIED AND HIS HEADLIGHTS SUDDENLY
WENT OUT» WHEN HE GOT HIS CAR STARTED, HZ HURRIED BACK TO TOWN.

70 OTHER PERSONS SAID THEY SAW THE OBJICT IN THE LEVELLAND AREA

AB0UT AN HOUR EARLIER. BOTAH AND
SA1D THE OBJECT PASSED OVER THEIR CARS WITH A ROAR LIKE THUNDE
THE INGINES OF TMEIR CARS DIED AND THE HEADL IGHTS WENT OUT, TCO«

W AND HIS DEPUTY, «iBERBNNNRN , SPOTTED THE
03JE ACRROSS THE SKY IN FRONT OF THEIR CAR.

«{T LIT THE WHOLE PAVEMENT IN FRONT OF US FOR ABQUT TuWO
szconns -sam. HE CALLZD 1T OVAL=-SHAPED AND SAID IT LOOKED
LIKE A SRILLIANT RED SUNSET.

THV GROUND OBSERVER CORPS AT MIDLAND REPORTED THAT AN UNIDENTIFIED
MOTHER AND HER TWO CHILDREN SA¥ "A LARGE OBJECT OF BLUISH COLOR

FLYING "AND VERY LOW™ EARLY SATURDAY NIGHT.
A ~sm‘ll§’srn_m< OF

iN CLOVISQ Ne Mo, |
TASTERLY DIRECTION A3BOU 3 P-ji.l sa‘ruamgy

P2RE BALL® MOVING IN A’ SOUTH- |
“1 THINK IT’S A SPACET CRAST .FROM ONE QF THE NEIGHBORING PLANETS,®

HE DECLARED. ;
SAID MACHINES INSIDE THE OBJECT *DISTURB THET MAGNETIC FIZLD /
ALANCE™ AND WILL CAUSE CAR ENGINES 7O STALL AND COMPASSES | - |

7> YZER CRAZILYs ( Fon a pomom sho aorin dimy Bidpn o, ho wppomnsnts] ﬁ“““”ﬂtig/
HE SAID HEZ WILL MAX= A REPORT OF HIS INVESTIGATION TO WASHINGTON, ]
quléh f_’vjf*ﬂ-{ﬂ}“;ﬁ **--:;_’_;‘i*"'--"""""-- e ;-/“ --""-*--.F--'--— / .:'sr'. ! '-)f L'—--- .~-.H(!,__ ..,.1._,..---’-’/ I“
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CUER TO A NAVAL BASE, IF THIS I8 THE CASE, THE FI LM

wOUID HAVE RMIAINED WITH NAVAL INTELLIGENCE, UNQUOTE
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and, finding nono, closed tha hoor of the car anc turnad around tc look for help,. It |
was at thiz tima that SOUNCE saw the objact and returned to the inslde of ths car.

i Gualificatlons: lones.
|
1. RuULIABLILITY: SOURCE seaned "";-:J the inh BELAERLOY O be vary sincare about nls
‘ glLeatling. He was appallad at the amount of publlielty slven aln and was crocions L0 ‘
i have the sighting resolvad. [Ho was unhegliating in his replies; however, during i :
cours2 of further questioning, he adritted uncertairty in zoma of his answers. SULICH]
l an be considared uguzally relizble, }
l
L1T, SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE stzted that he was driving hons from | |
| Lubbock, 1€uﬂa (FJDDC935) on the nizht of 3 Hﬁ?ﬂftﬁ“ l:j? at 0005 CSP on Teyas hivhe
| way 110. proximataly four rmiles west of Emyar, Texas (FJOD2035), tha mmmatsr or
| SOURCE's _.utc:..loh.L.L-:a regisberad discnurge for a moment, Upon tha roturm of tha aip-
! nabtasr te normal, the engineg o0f the automobile teran cu ing out as 1 it wera not
? cetting any gas. After it had ﬂ“i, running, tias Iighﬁ, znd cax radio wont out. |
! SCUPCE then got out of tha car and liftad the hood to check for babiery maliunction |

SUURC" describzd ths objoct as oval shapsd and he thought that the gize ol thas
objz2ct was thuat of a baszball at arn's 1nngtn. Ha estinmated that “qa objiact was
gaventy-five to ona hundred fea? at its lengest claension, SCLACE 5t4t*d bhat the
ocbject wes white in color, with a greenish tint,; possibly caused by the tintad wind-
shield ?f SOQURCE's car. zR&fer to inclosure 1 for SCURCZ's mamory slcetch of the
chiect.

SOURCE estimated that he had been ovsarving tha object for four or five minutes
when it reose virtually stralsnt up and out of his line of vision. OSOURCE was unzbls
to estimate the speed with winlch the object left the aresa and was unabtls %o estimals
the distance he was from ths object.

Upon the »..enartn'r‘ﬂ of the object, SCURCE stated that thse lights and radio of
the car cama on and the motor started with no dlfficulty.

SOURCE statad that there ware hesvy clouds in the area 2nd a 1izht rain falling,

SOURCE had no opinion concarnling the poasible causs of the slghting.

o -(_‘.;..1 2
> & hL ory Sketgh
2, Statgman

R i SR

L

‘
NOTL THIS UOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORRATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL ULFENGE OF THL UNITED STATES WITHIR THE MEANING OF ThE ESPIORAGL ACT, 30 +
AN 32 AT AMLNLED 1h1nmum'; N QR THE RENI n”Ji“ HHLHJPV.'i”uﬂHHMdTJﬁHuHP "t | N IS PROMIITIOD BY 1AW
T MAY MO B8 REPRODUCED I WHOLE U [N PART, BY O LR THAN UNITED LITATES Al Fucl AGE | Y * - L1 '
AR ' |'l,".l' ; : .
FIED

UNCL ....ah £
]

18 YL | # U & sodiass' s Pejefies wePiL a




‘ | - INCLASG) =~
i Fom o R, AoSIFE
3 AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

1000th ALSS I' i Part Cono
_Ent AFD, Colorado ATSS-UFOB=386-57 | e U o 1%

- L
R R R — P — n— ——

Inclomre 1 to Part Ona.

SOURCE's lamory Sketch of Cbhject

l L
! .
l — =
T —
-
— 5
- e
-
g
’ -
- — ——— — — e — _—_———— e T T S - e ——— == - e B c— e p— — [ e - — - — E T -
= -
i L.
-

L—h—mm
RCIE. THIG IOCURMENT CONTAING I ORMATION AFFECTING FHLE MATIONAL DFT T ot O TH UMITED DTAT! s WITHIN THE MCANIN | ; i
JLAND 22 A% AMINOLD, IS5 TRANTMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS COMITRTS IN ARY MANNER TO AN UNALIT M 21

IT MAY nOT BE REPRODUCED [N WHOLE QR IN PART, DY OTHER THAN UMNIIED UIALES Al FORCE AG! M lE, BX
INILLLVGENCE . USA)

- —— T —— T T . e, e e . . e ———— . U — . — e —— - L W P

i

UNCLASSIFIED

I.
ri
. gl
* ]

i d i TLWRBi AT *5j@? =g A i L




RN TETE——_ T -'ﬂ_
e b s P o S :

AF

pEp

FiA™ LAgeney) | KEFORT MY

. ]
1005¢h.ﬂ155 | Paxt Cne

- — [ ——— . d— i A v amine e S il - - o W ———

when the amprister on my car juriped to complete discharpe, then iU returned o

FORM 112—-PART II '*-

nOYED 1 JUNE 1958

(CLASSIFICATION)

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

fnt AFB, Colorado | AISS-UFOB~26-5T FAGE 5 oF }? S

== == S = — - =

Inclosurs 2 to Part One:

T A

e

| £,

TE

e

B cm—
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It was at this time that 1 saw this ij,ct I zot back into my car and tried ts start
it, tut to no avail. After that I did nothing but stare at this object until 1%
disappearcd about 5 minutes later. I then resuned trylng to stert ry car and succoeds
cd with no more trouble ﬁhwn undeyr normal clrcumstances. I then proceaded home Y

slowly and told no one of this sighbing until my parents returned homs Irvon a weekon
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Wag driving south on the vem Ared roadvay kmown as Jm Cklanoma I'lats il zhwavy
and was :it-tﬂ‘i-T-ulr"f to search fer en unicentifierd ob Ject reported te the Levellend :
Police Dapartmant, When I szv strange loaging i'l:-.:. which looked to ba down ths
roadway approxinatelyv a rmile to o imlle and one r*.*]. vne flash went from ezst to
wast and apvesred to be closa to tha sround, The i¢?zh laated only a fraction of =
zecond, 'md was red to orange red in color. This flash occured 3‘;:":1 oxinmately 1:15 2.3

cn the morning of November 3_, 1957,
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UFOB IN ACMERDANCE WITH AFR 2¢9-2, 12 AUGUST 1554, AND ADCR 203-7,
29 JANUARY 1555, THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED:

(1) (A) OVAL SHAPED, 299 FEET LONG, 43 FEET WIDE.
~ . _(B) OBSERVED ON GROUND - DIMENSIONS AS ABOVE, -
(C) LIGHT RED GLOW - SIMILIAR TO SUNSET.

(D) ONE
(E) N/A
(F) NEGATIVEL//’

(G) NEGATIVE t/

PAGE TWO RJWFDN 2E .

(H) SOUNDED LIKE CLAP OF THUNDER WHEN TAKING OFF,
(1) THREE onpﬂz OBSERVED THE OBJECT FROM AUTCMOBILES AND
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t He stated that he was glving his informztion cnly to 2id in resolving tha sighting.
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i hiz wife were driving home on Texas Faym Road 1073 (refer to inclosure 1, Part Six)
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vent out for approxinately ona to thi*o9 gecondy., OSOURCE and his wife ramarked then
that it "was coertalinly a strong bolt of lizhtning to put out our lights and radio.”

1

SOUHCE stated that ha tn0u1ht noe more of *Hnb siu ing until he heard about tha sight-
ing on Sunday (3 NMovember 1957) when ke noticed the corcurrencs of the time and locu-
sion factor and declded to report hils sighting.
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SOURCE stated that the weather at thse time of tha sighiing was mlsty, with
geattered clouvds and a slight treeze.
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d

@. Roference Part Tive. Tha sighting treated in this part ic ircludod
onlvy as a pnssgnlﬂ explanaction for the othar glghtings. The fact *“*t the radlo and
1lignts ware cul ouvlt for a few gsconds by tho lightning in this si;

that lightning could have entered into the othar ﬂlihtihhb.

-I"h.."

‘:]" ’ 1"1.1‘\:“'_ oo

¥

‘. Reference Part Cne. In the opinion of tha Praparin Cificer, thoe sighi-

n this part is the nost important. The r=2liabllity, sincerity, and in-
ne SOURCA lend crecdence to this account of his sichting.

iy e

ion of tha Preparing Officer, the folloving possibilities canz-

el

ing th

. . —

a., Waather pnenonena, swch as St. Elnmo ¥ire on a similar phenomanon,

b, Zalid lightning. There vere Rimims clouds in the arca, which, uccording

bo information at this orzanization must bz praasont for ball lighbning to osour. ‘
c. Raflection of exczss burning gas {rom a very low cloud cover, ‘
ds & meteorological phenomenon which could be any combinaticn of para-
(raphg 2a, b, a.nd ¢ above.
5 4 . |
3. It is f2lb that insufflclent knowledpe of the above pharomsnz exists ot |
AR “fﬂJi?ABiGn to completely rsgolve this cighting. Thereforas, tils sishiting is
iﬂ?ﬁ I""'" “ EJ LIH. '-.lef-rdd ‘ |
/’f _,/./"! ,.-:: ""':"}'J
-'"' > . - ; "-"'i'_-‘ - i
- ¢ [’," C A pe w Ti-€L P w e, \
I‘.I-;l -I-Il P- i".’r;’..:;.:'” ‘
" 1t Colonel : JOLE \
. , 1
- B Uperations Ciflcer < |
il OGS AL CONTAING Hy MATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL *Fiah S 0F e ONIH t it | |
TNAND D ASAMENGEL, 1TSS TRANGMISIION OR THE REVELATION OF ITH CONTENTS IN ANY MALKIH TO AN Ul l P 0 - LG 2Y )
IT A0AY NOT BE HREPRODUCEE (N WHOLE OR IN PART, BY QTHER THAN UNTLD GTATES AlM FOILE ALLAL! 5, EACEFT 1Y AILGION : .

INTELLIGLRCE, LISAF,
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1. LBVELI.AJID I‘.'IICIIE‘S'Z ‘» 2 ‘lmnber 1957 (USCLASSIFIED)
8. A nynmim a‘bjecf., whose shepe was deacrided vericusly ns
ranging from romad to cval, and predcuinantly blulsh-whits
in colcs was obaerved separately 0y six persons nes> Lis
town of Lavelland, Texas. Times of observations ranged
from 2300 hours to after 0130 howrs, night of 23 Honmbﬂ'
1657. Size of the object was estimated from that of
h""bi-ll to that of an oblect 200 Ieet in leng'th. . |

be Thn mmml upoct £ this incident m the statensnt by |
& ntmber of obsarvers that their car's ignitiocn stoppsd -
couplotal;r during thas ocsuxTerce. - ’

c. In a matier of hours this incident was given natiom-wide
 publicity by the ration's press, radio end TV networks, k
Tor the next 72 hours ATIC and daadquarters USAF were deluged
with a flood of UFO Treports, the meajorily of ODsalvers
¢claining to bave ercowntered a somevhat similer phencoenom?
a daszling bluish-vhite object, genarally oval Iin shape,
.~ swoopling down or floating naardy - that stopped thair car's |
imtion. The reports ware frcom persons of some standing In

e e — = i
L]

ve oo ’%their corramnities casually rsporiing Maing the objecis 1O
- ?,1_ -thcse inalsting that the. "blue lights® stopped thelir caxs in
0 E ﬂ "“-‘f: vy tnﬁia ths a ufn larg:a citiu '.‘.m'..ng troed rLay-
B A RYY ' - !
A d. In'trens Ve i*z*rea'ti at:‘..rr-.s p.a-?:, ed :."...:L*.'.' et ion. *-"::. g*.:mw;ly " :

it was piteh dari, rain and nist wea fe aing, s very lov

celling existed, thers ware liprtsirg discharges, a~d the

sightings took placte neser an arga vnele eryce3s gasges Irom

0il operationzs ware beling bioned., In scme instancss; feaull
ddd

ignition systens exd near fraeczing tepperatictes wWars .....u::d
during the investigzaticna,

o4 ¥ Uiglven by pewspapers and 'stier twdle pravisusly, - For aramplas

"

e. A punher of ths obsarvers intervieved aldmitizad ths 2raaiance
of ligbtning or flashes of lizat. The cime socurce cculd noth
be located for intarview and Iinterrogations by USAF investigators.

f. After axbaustive studies and &nalyses by the Alr Forcs, =2xd
in full collaboration with ocutside sclentiasts and experis,
it was ccaclulad that the sighting v=3 Jus to & vary rare
lightaing phencuenon - ball lixhininz, No dafinita con-
clusion has beaan rt&c...ez Y n..mir;g tas rossibie eflects of
ball lizhtning om izniticn systena, (AJ..'L azreed that the
combination of conditions existing in tha ares at the time

' were dafinitaly conducive o the phenamencn. A study of tha

SO T T very few existing) photographsiof sctual bnlf. 1ightning

g 3 rm't:iier ccnrﬂ.z"md!\ths cmclmi:n.;

-
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- WHEN THE OPJECT ROSE APOUT 209 FEET THE FNGINE AND

_LIGHTS wOULD AGAIN WORK.
(2) (A) SOUND AND LIGHT FROM THE OBJECTS ATTRACTED THE OBSERVERS.
" (B) FIRST OBSERVED ON THE GROUND.

(C) DISAPPEARED TO THE WEST.

(D) TOOX OFF STRAIGHT UPj; FLEW VERY IRREGULAR AND ERRATIC
COURSE,

(F) APPROXIMATELY 2 snconns. B ﬂiL‘gf“
(3) (A) GROUND VISUAL OBSERVATION. ¢
~ (B) NONE

(C) N/A . e
(4) (A) 3 NOVEMBER 1557 04397 AND ‘ésqu-
~ (B) NIGHT A : ”
(5) 4 TO 5 MILES WEST OF LEVELLAVD, TEXAS ON STATE HIGHWAY 16.

s NS ,v’
(A) (1) ' OCCUPATION UNKNOWN = KERMIT, TEXAS
L~ €23

- OEQUP5[£9N-UNKNOHN - WACO, TEXAS

S

PAGE THREE RJWFDN 2E
(3) WEIR CLEM (LEVELLAND COUNTY SHERIFF) LEVELLAND, TEXAS

2R
¢7) (A)’LIGHT MIST DL
1 (B) LUBBOCK WEATHE STATIONS 05337 3 NOVEMBER 57, SURFACE

- WINDS 963 DEGREES 15 KNOTS.

(C) UNLIMITED CEILING

(D) VISIBILITY 15 MILES

| (’E’i A/Hr COUD covia | o ; | ,
7 o ) R | Qs AR gl

!

(E) FLEW OUT OF SIGHT. ~ , | Sl Yt
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ED ToNE LE?EI.LAE'D*’ m!cm 12 l'lambez 1957 (UHCU.ESL“IED)

8. A mterim object, whose shepe was described veriously na
ranging from romad to oval, and predominantly blulsh-whits
in color was cbsarved separaiely by slx parsons naer the
town of Levelland, Texas. Timaa of observatloos ranged
from 2300 hours to after 0130 hours, night of 2-3 Novenbar
1657. Size o2 the object was estimated from that of a
btaskxstball to that of an oblect 200 feet In length.

5 b. The wmusual gspeact of this incident wes the statament by
_ | o A& numbar of obsarvers that thelr car's ignition stopped
2t | completely during the occwrercs. .

Ce In a matisr of hours thias incident wns given nation-wide
publicity by the ration's prass, radio and TV netvorka.
For the next 72 hours ALIC and Heeadgquarters USAF were deluged
"with a flood of UFO reports, the oalerily of cbsarvers
¢lainaing to have encouvatersd a scxeavwhatl similar phencmencm:
a dazzling bluish-wvhite object, gernarTally ovel in shape,
e swooping down or floating nesexty - that siopped thair c%r"
% ignition. The reports were frou perscns of some standing in
"th.ir cermmitias casually raport!_ng aﬂing the objlects %o
My ey ange thcu insisting that ths "blue lights™ storped their cars in
P e f“f vy trl.ﬁ‘:.c i.n the n:{ﬂla of ..arg:a citiss Em'..ng 'bracd da;r- “
e e s b FAE HE
\

4. Intensin _n'lr-a*i*a. rm p:'.,t’:}'aﬂ iﬂ:xmtwn ...h..;t el re 1y

¢ lgdven by newsvapers and'other Swéls cravicusly, | Pre examples
it was pitech darik, rain asd nist wraa felliing, 2 very low
cellirg existed, thers ware lig-tning Qlscherges; mod the

sightings took placte neer an sXea whare arycaszs gaz23 Drox

‘ 0ldl operaticnas wexe Deing bicned, In some instances, fauliy

- 1zniticn systens and Deax ﬁee:lng temperatures were found
Aduxring the investizatlons.

e, A nuxber of the chsarvers interviegved almiited the vragepce
~ - of lightaing o> flashes of lizat.,  The ins source could not
be locatad for lctarviaw and interrogations by USAF investigzators.

f. After exbmunstive studles aad analyses by the Alr Fcorcs, and
in full colladcration with cutside sclentists and experts,
it was concludad that the sighting wos dus to & vervy rere
lightaing poentwencn - tall lizhising., No definits con-

---.ni

clusion has bean resag-ed r ;Lé..ﬂ tag poaSible effzcts o
ball lightning ¢m iznition systesma, (A1l agreed thet the
combination of conditions existizg iz tha e..ea at the tinme

| vere Cafinitaly conducive to ‘tha phenanenon. A study cof t..e
A U very: few existing) photographsing sctuel ball lightoing

57 A It:'thgz-r canf..mdithn c--nrltz.s* Do ) \. ;
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ICCATION

Gulfl of Maztico °

Spriagfield, -Ohio
Kearney, Nebraska
Eglin AFB, Florida

Sarasota, Florida
Hilton, New York
Travis County Prison, Georgia
Great lleck, New Yorkx

' Theriot, Louisiana

Rochaster, New York
Williams Bay, Wisconsin
Port Arthur, Canada
Green Bay, Wisconsin
Atlanta, Georgila

Aiken, South Carolina -

Woodstock, Georgia

Pelevan, Wisconsin

Scotia, lebraska

SSW of New Orleans, Inuisiana
Wentzville, Missouri
Walworth, Wisconsin

St Louis, Missouri

Long Beach, California
Finland AFMS, Minnesota
Atlantic (Not Given/R Zone)
Regina, New Mexico
Newburgh, New York
Cimill RCAF Station,
Towner, lNorth Dakota
Rosevurg, Oregon
Lynchburg, Virginia

Canada

Chattanooga, Tenness2e (CASE MISSING

W Port Washington
Steelrock, Orezon
1liinois, Wisconszin, Misscuri
satonton, Néw Jersey
Ch lattancdy
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Lﬁnu Bﬂ“cn, Califoraia
I3 Anz2les, California
Paris, Illinois (CASZ MIS3IK
San Antonio, Texas

¥ansas City, Missour
vew Orieans, Louisiana

n Dieso, Calilornia
1liams Fay AF3,wisccnsin
4
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a T, New Maxico
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2
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D21 Rosa, California
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SR 1357 SIGHTINGS

;-a 1itasd (RADAR)

Military
Military & Civilian
Military

Civilizn

M21ti (L cases)

_Insufficieat Data

o TALUATION

le Astro (MZT=OR)

2, Rad: Other (3DPURIOU

RSTUR

Other (GROUIDLIGCTT)

Other (qoﬁn)

Other (MALFUNCTION/ EL

INTERTIRINCE

Aircraft

Aircraft

Aircraft

Aircraft i

Astro (VEIUS) |

Aircraft |

Astro (VINUS) |

Astro (VENUS) |
I
|

- — — . E

Insufficient Data
Lircraft ‘
AstTro (VELFUS)
Other (UNRESLIABLE Rdrq
Aircraft
Other (UNRELIABLE REPO
Insufficient Data |
Aircraft i
Ealloon
Astro (VENU3)
Other (MIRAGE)
Astro (VENUS)
Astro (METEOR)
Insufficient ata
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Insufficient Data
Astro (VENUS)
Astro (VENUS)
Astro (AURORA)
Astro (METEOR)
dstro (VENUS) |
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t3tro (AURORA)
Insufficient vata
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(F) NONE

(8) NONE | ( {
¢9) . NONE
C15) NONE

(11) 2ND LT PAUL W. FIELDS, DUTY DIRECTOR, 68STH ACW SQUADRON,

WALKER AFB, NEW MEXICO, NO COMMENT ON POSSIBLE CAUSE,
(12) NONE
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