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experts are questioning the wisdnm nf basement fall
out shelters. The net result, the:>; caution, "might he 
to trap families far removed from the target area in 
the flaming wreckage of their homes." 

Don't build a shelter. If you feel like doing some
thing about it, Bertrand Russell is a better guide than 
your smiling neighhorhood shelter contractor, or even 
your Congres.sman. 

Hypnosis in Government 
Allen Welsh Dulles has been succeeded as director of 

the Central Intelligence Agency by another well-heeled 
and self-confident gentleman, John A. McCone. The 
transfer of power t<}ok place under curious auspices. 
The President met the outgoing and incoming directors 
at the Naval War College before an audience of Naval 
officers and personnel and laid 1n1 praise and congratula
tions with a trowel; then Dulles lauded McCone, and 
McCone lauded Dulles. The inference was that McCone 
intended to follow in Dulles' footsteps. One would have 
,thought that Dulles' career in the CIA had been a long, 
splendid climb from success to success, that there had 
never been a U-2 ''incident" nor a Cuban fiasco. It was 
a triumph of good manners over the facts of life. An 
alternative explanation is that Dulles is a hypnotist, 
somewhat like J. Edgar Hoover, and can make even 
Presidents say whatever he wants them to say. 

Ort the day when America's vast spy organization was 
introduced to its new hoss, there appeared in the Cn11-
gressional Record a speech by Rerrcsentativc Daddario 
of Connecticut on the CIA. Daddario is no novice in 
the field of in telligcncc; he served in the Office of 
Strategic Services under William ]. Donovan in World 
War II and, among other decorations, received the U.S. 
Legion of Merit and the Italian !Jfedaglio d'Argcnto. 
The speech was a model of methodical analysis of intel
ligence services in general and the CIA in particular. It 
propnscd the formation of a Joint Committee on the 
Intelligence Community to supervise all intcllii:rncc 
agencies, including the CIA, aud introduced a concur
rent resolution to that effect. 

One would think that the press would have tied in 
th~ Daddario speech, so full of information and illumina
tion, with the McCone appointment, almost as a mat
ter of •ourse. Nothing of the kind happened. Dulles and 
McCone got all the publicity, Daddario received no at
tention at all. His speech was long; perhaps that ac
counts for it. Newspaper editors, much less TV and 
radio commentators, have no time for such discourses, 
no matter how much in the public interest. 

The moral seems to be that an agency can survive 
any number of failures, if only they are hig enough, 
and if the agency itself is sufficiently hypertrophied. 
The CIA particularly has been a government within 
the government. It has overlapped or taken over the 

functions of other departments, ~nd sometimes forced 
thtm to act contrary to thl'ir own rv:ilu:nions and judg
n1ent. 

1

'. •• In thl' absence of survei-llance by Congress," 
s;1_\'S l\fr. i);iddario, "it / tlw ClA] h;is h1Tn11w a rather 

:;pra\\l111g orgarnzation." \Vhat unJerstatementf lt is 
nu secret that many officials of the State Department 
have long felt that Dulles' CT!\ had its own diplo
matic sen-ice and did its best to make foreign policy. 
And often succeeded, as when it overthrew the Moss:i
degh government in Iran, the Arbenz government in 
Guatemala, and Souvanna Phouma in Laos. 

The prospects are that under McCune the CIA will 
not be compeJ.led to mend its ways. Tr may even, in ac
cordance with Parkinson's law, expand its personnel 
beyond the presently estimated total of 10,000, and 
further increase the traffic jam ;a its splendid new head
<p1arters (the "little Pentagon") at Langley, Va. As for 
the separation of its intrlligcncc and "operation:d" func
tions - the Cuh:rn fiasco was an example of rhe latter 
- h~· all indi1·ations it will he in name only. According 
to Robert S. Allen ;ind Paul Scott (!,os Anf;eles Times, 
September 26), the President will shortly announce the 
seraration, hut the two functions will still remain with
in the CIA! Presumably, to implement this decision, 
Mr. McCone will be equipped by the CIA's own psy
chiatrists with a dual personality. 

Tiu• Penalties of Virtue 
If Allen W. Dulles has been rewarded for what might 

he called destructive creativity, ]. \V. Fulbright can ex
pect only to be dcnii:ratcd for his public service, and in
deed that is happening. The ax is out for Fulbright, and 
he will be fortunate to hold his scat in the Senate. 

In the eyes of the far Right, everything is wrong with 
Fulbright. First, he is an intellectual in the sense that 
he thinks, and thinks in terms of facts, not cliches, and 
in terms of the country's welfare, not political ex
pediency. Second, as one reporter in Washini:ton said, 
Fulbright is "intcllcctuall~' unterrificd"; he has courage 
as well as wisdom. Third, he docs not believe in tutelage 
by the military. Fourth, he is an internationalist in that 
he believes the United States must pay attention to 
world opinion. Fifth, he douhts that it is rossible for 
any nation, even his own, to be 100 per cc.nt right 100 
per cent of the time. Thus he has said, according to 
the Associated Press, that Berlin was not all the fault 
of the Russians. "The Americans contri·buted much to 
this .... I do not want tn he self-righteous ahout it." 
There is some doubt as to the accuracy of the quota
tion, hut its import is unmistakable. Here is a man who, 
in a matter affecting the interest or supposed interest 
of his country, is unwilling to be self-righteous. A per
sonality sn constituted docs not go down well with the 
John Birch and Barry Goldwater crowds. 

Marguerite Higgins, the piquant and vivacious col-
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unutist. of the :'{('''' York llaald Tribunt, takes :\Ir. 
Fulqright to task on account of his statrn1cnt about 
Berlin. Tt tends, she says, "to diminish the degree of 
~ight on our side and therefore contributes, however 
un\1·ittingly, to the demoralizing question: is the situa
~ion in B.erlin really "·orth defending?" :\ "double ps\·
chologi,cal whammy,'' Miss Higgins concludes. l1nd lu: 
~a~,~qnc,it lwfore, she :isscrts: in Laos, for instance. 

The' ,fact is that if Fulbright had been lisll'ned to fur 
the -past eight years the United States \\ould not be the 
hustrated a11d insecure country it is. The basic trouble 
with.Julbright is that he is right in. adnncc of the 
e'.·erit; not after it, and this docs not please the dema
gogues· who thrive on trouble and rancor. Fulbright 
warned Eisenhower against the interference in Laos 
which has put our whole position in s·outheast Asia 
in jrnpardy. lie warned Kenne<k about Cuba. He has 
insl~tc.d that we stand by our o\\·n values. On the great 
issue of \\·ar or peace, he consistently exhibits the quali
ties· ~f the founders t1f the United States and applies 

. fhe1n"to instant situations. He deser\'es no meIT)', and 
from the orators of the Right, he will' most certainly 

n,&cjtct' .. any. 
• ,,· .-t ... ·-,; 

Syna: Revolt at the Top 
~'-th~· Egyptian economy which Na"n inherited from 
the Farouk regime embodied the worst aspects of a 
elirir:rtfat system plus the colonial legacy uf <lelibcratdy 
l~$t~rcJ economic dependcncv. Eightern million ft·l!r1hin 
afc"w'i't11~i; support from an. arable land base of onc
th(tq acre per capita of agricultural population. Com
:itj,c,f~r;, \ndnstry, public services and bankinµ: wtTc Lugc
l~: .. fri th~ ha1ids of foreigi1ers and recent emigrants from 
thlf~ils.tcrn Mediterranean, whose only local loyalty was 
tI;c)r)ianholl. It was against such a backµ:round that 
gb~i.iJ]:;rt1 came -to be \·iewed as the ans\\·er to accelerated 
g'rowth, a more equitable income distribution and in

~etj;~\"i;;~tiei·atiori of capital requirements. 
'/.This,.process began to take s_1stcmatic form in l95G 
arrd s;i,,w ·a speed-up after the union with Syria in Fcb
ruary;• t95S. The question arose as tu whether measures 
diastic

1allr needed in Egypt should he applied unifur111-
.J'.Y.,tv_Sy~ia with its relatively richer resources, greater 
prosperity and· an iJHligenous and energetic rntrcprc

.11~rj~! class. 
: '.,L~st spring the decision to assume a tfUly 111a8'i,·e 
·t&c li1 the economy of both regions "as made. It was 
bdieYcd that economic pla111iing wot1ld be impossible 
<:>tnep1'isc, _a;id that there "·uuld be a serious morale 
problc1i1 should Egyptians be treated more strictly than 
thtlr" follow Syrian citizens. In July came the Presiden
tial decrct: whid1 nationalizccl all banks, insurance cum
panies and specified companies and organizations u[ a 
~nµ.ti9.Ll;1l. character"; stipulated gonrnment control of 

tli$t\{y $hare in ninety-une o~hcr major companies; 

limited indi1·idual capital parL1c1pation to a maximum 
of $25,000; rc<]uired 25 per cent of the profits of all 
companies to µ:o to wurkrrs in the form of bonuses and 
:-iocial services; limited rl'.111L1ncratio11 for con1pany ex
ccuti\"L·s and cstablishl'd a steeper progrcssi\'c income 
tax. 1\mong the industries nationalized was the K!toma
.ri_\•at, the Syrian Mitsubishi, with which some of the 
present re\'olt's kadns were associated. 

These decrees shook the Syrian elite profoundly but 
they could do little so long as the Syrian, Lieut. Col. 
Scrraj, remained as Big Brother. But Scrr~ij soon found 
himself shoved upstairs with a nominal vice presidency, 
;ilso \\·ith residt•nce in C:iiro. A power vacuum was creat
ed and rhc al-Kuzhari group saw their chance. They 
capitalized on many resentments but, as a consnvativc 
force of the older order, embodied only some of them. 
This augurs ill for the stability of the present regime. 

l t is now clear that Nasser prolllulgatcd the July 
Jecrl'l'S for Syria before he was politically strong enough 
to illlpkmcnt them. lie might hal'e prevailed had he 
not insisted on staffing the upper cchdons of the mil
it:iry and administrative corps with Egypti:ins, to the 
irritation of Syrians. Perhaps he would haYe failed re
gardless. Common language, religion and historical cx
pcrit·nce arc deccptivcl:v· superficial im;titutions on which 

to huild a unified nation. 
In all likelihood, :\rab nationalists \\·ill now split in

to tl\"l'J groups - those who fa\·or the gradualist ap
proach to Arab unity through evoh·ing economic and 
political suprastructLJl'c'S and those who stand adamant 
in ad\'ocating forcible union at one S\\·ccp through the 
ovnthrow of Jisscnting gowrnments. (Hitherto an Arab 
nationalist "·as defined by the lattlT standard.) This 
woul<l he another - and pl'rh;ips the most serious -
diYision of an Arab world already splintered by personal 

and group rivalries. 

HUAC's Timiug 
011 Septc111bcT 23-2+, a "rally" \\as hdll at the St. 

7\icholas Arena in I\c\\· Yurk tu urge a reversal o[ the 
Supreme Court's decision of last June to compel mem
bers of the Communist !'arty and its "fronts" to r<"gister 
under the Internal Security Act. :\bout 1,200 persons 
attend~d. No one who read the line-up and the name, 
"'\lational .\ssl'luhly for lJemocr:itic Rights," anu fol
lo\\cd the proceedinµ,s, could ha\·e had much doubt tlut 
the Cul11111unist l'ai't>" had had a hand, and probably a 
directing hand, in the organization uf this assembly. 
The ,\'atio11, ho\\ever, is not among those who arc pre
pared tu damn it un that account. Th.: Satiun is or 
course interested in \\ho is behind a cause, but it is enn 
111urc interested in \\hat is said and done and, abun; all, 
in \\hethcr the s.1yi11gs and doings comport with the 
Constitution uf the United States. 

The "National Assembly fur Democratic Rights'' <lid 
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