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Amertca Long a Haven f@r N azv;:
Foes of Soviet

'STAT

’40s War Criminals Were Smuggled In°

Hill Probers Demand Afrenmes Flles

By Thomas O'Toole
’ ! Washington Post Staff Writer
"When an OSS officer, the late Frank G.
Wlsner Jr., took over as outpost chief in Bu-
charest in September, 1944, he realized that
the political enemy of tﬁe United States
would soon be the Soviet Union, not Nazx
Germany o
‘One of the first things Wisner did before
the occupying Red Army ordered him to
" leave Romania in 1945 was to identify Ro-
" manians whose political beliefs put them in
Lopposxtlon to the Soviet Union.
- Among those on Wisner’s list were Ro-
. manians who had collaborated with the Na-
“zis. Some were members of the Iron Guard,
right-wing zealots who wore dark green

‘breeches and tunics patterned after Gestapo

uniforms, who were partly financed by Nazi
"Jeader Heinrich Himmler and who rallied

"round their common hatred of Jews and

* communists.
* =~ From the Office of Strateglc Services, Wxs-
‘nbr ‘advanced to become chief of the State
‘Department’s Office of Policy Coordination
in 1947, just after Winston Churchill said
- that an Iron Curtain had fallen “from Stettin
-in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic.” By
that time, Wisner’s list of East Europeans
whose polmcs were antithetical to Soviet
‘communism.extended from the Baltic to the
" Black Sea.
- Tt included people from 20 Eastern Euro-
pean jurisdictions, from Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania, from Circassia, Byelorussia and
“the Ukraine in the Soviet Union. It included

’ Yugoslawans, Albanians, Romanians, Hun-

garians, Bulgarians and Poles.

It included some accused war criminals

“who had served in the Latvian Thunder
* Cross and the Hungarian Arrow Cross as well
“as the Romanian Iron Guard. It included
men who fled the approaching Red Army in
1944 and served the last year of the war in
Berlin where they formed their countries’
governments-in-exile under Adolf Hitler.
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“ Many of these anti-Soviets were smuggled
into the United States in the late ’40s and
early '50s by Wisner, according to sources
involved in a reopened congressional inves-
tigation. Just -how many came here may
never be known, but as many as 5,000 might

. have been brought in illegally to serve in the

mounting propaganda war against Soviet
communism, according to the sources.

These illegal emigres were put to work in
Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty, both
then financed by the CIA. They also went to
work in the Voice of America, the CIA’s lan-
guage school in Wnlhamsburg and the De-
fense Language Institute in Monterey, Calif.,
where intelligence officers of the Army,
Navy, Marines and Air Force learn the lan-
guages of Eastern Europe.

“I like to think of this operatxon in the
image of an hourglass, where at the top of
the hourglass are members of Nazi organi-
zations, Nazi collaborators and even accused
war criminals,” says John Loftus, the former
war-criminals investigator at the Justice De-
partment’s Office of Special Investigations
who exposed the smugghng operation on the
CBS-TV program, “60 Minutes,” recently.

“In the middle is Wisner’s operation at the

State Department and then the CIA and at

the bottom are the same people who were at
the top, except ‘that now they work for the
United States in the defense of liberty.” |

How the Nazi collaborators and war crim-
inals were smuggled to the United States is
still a mystery, but it is beginning to unravel.
It is partly because Loftus blew the whistle
on the smuggling operation and partlv be-
‘cause Congress has reopened an investiga-
tion—begun in 1977 and closed .in 1878—to
see if there was a conspiracy in government
to obstruct the probes of Nazi war criminals
living in the United States.

Congressional sources now believe that
Wlener, who committed suicide in 1963,

hatched the smugg]mg scheme while he was
NQC anbmnact ahiaf in Riusharact in 1044 and

The sourcés say the General Accounting
Office has identified more than 100 men it
believes were smuggled into the United
States. Only six were German; the rest were
Latvian, Ukrainian, Lithuanian, Romanian,
Hungarian and Bulgarian. Sources said, one
was a former senior officidl of the German
Foreign Ministry brought here on orders of
CIA director Allen Dulles. The German, an
expert on the Soviet Union, was accused of
war crimes after leavmg the United States i in
1953.

A Nazi weapons expert was smuggled here
by the Air Force under the guise of Opera-
tion Paperclip, which :brought Wernher von
Braun and his team of V2 rocket experts to
.the United States. U.S. Army intelligence
helped bring in an expert on the Soviet
Union who was an officer of the Hungarian
Gendarmerie, which -persecuted Hungarian

Jews with almost the ferocity of the SS and

the Gestapo during the war.
Declassified documents of the OSS and

State Department now on file in the Nation-

al Archives show numerous cases of Roman-
ian collaboration with the Nazis. Romania
was so loyal to the Third Reich that it was
never occupied by the Nazis in the formal
sense, and it was an ardent foe of the Soviet
Union with anti-Semitism as fervent as any
country in Eastern Europe.

Romania passed a law in 1940 declaring
‘Jews “pariahs of the state,” by which they
lost their property, their homes and even the
right to work. Jews were forbidden to attend
synagogue services, were denied passports,
and were not allowed to own businesses.
They were forced to wear the yellow Star of
David on their outermost garments, just as in
Nazi Germany. More than 300,000 of Ro-
mania’s §00,000.Jews were deported to the
outlying regions of Bucovina and Transnis-
tria, the Siberias of Romania.
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