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 137—THURSDAY—17hs30—IN ADDITION TO MY TEL 136. I DESIRE TO 

INFORM YOUR EXCELLENCY THAT AMBASSADOR MORRISON SHORTLY BEFORE 

CONVENING A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL TODAY ACCOSTED ME AND VERY 

GENTLY ASKED ME IF WE WOULD SUPPORT THE RESOLUTION ABOUT THE 

CUBAN PRISONERS. I SAID TO HIM THAT WE UNDERSTAND AND WE ARE IN 

ACCORD WITH THE HIGH HUMANITARIAN REASONS THAT INSPIRE THE COUNCIL 

BUT THAT, FOR REASONS OF MAINTAINING RELATIONS WITH CUBA AND WE ARE 

DEVELOPING GESTURE FOR WHOSE SUCCESS I WOULD LIKE TO AGREE, WE WILL 

TACTICALLY ABSTAIN TO VOTE THOUGH WE INTEND TO MAKE A DECLARATION 

OF VOTING VERY SYMPATHETIC TO THE COUNCIL INITIATIVE. DESPITE ALL 

CARE THAT I USED TO SAY THAT, HE WAS VISIBLY CONTRARY AND HE 

RESPONDED TO ME THAT HE GREATLY LAMENTED THE ABSTENTION OF BRAZIL 

ESPECIALLY ON THE EVE OF THE JOURNEY OF PRESIDENT GOULART A FACT 

THAT COULD BE BADLY INTERPRETED BY THE PUBLIC OPINION OF THIS 

COUNTRY. WITHOUT LOSING SERENITY, I STRESSED TO HIM THAT THE 

RESOLUTION COULD BE BADLY RECEIVED IN CUBA AND PREJUDICE SERIOUSLY 

BRAZILIAN GESTURES. ONLY FOR THESE REASONS OF A PURELY TACTICAL 

ORDER IN WHICH WE DIVERGED REGARDING THE FORM, BUT WE FULLY AGREED 

WITH THE SUBSTANCE, WITH THE NORTH AMERICAN ORIENTATION. ET 

CONCLUDES IF THE USA MAINTAINED RELATIONS WITH CUBA PERHAPS IT 

WOULD ALSO ACT AS US. I MUST STRESS THAT IN HIS DECLARATION OF VOTE 

AMBASSADOR MORRISON THANKED MANAGEMENT OF BRAZIL AND 

FORMULATED VOTES IN THE SENSE THAT HE HAD SUCCESS. I DO NOT KNOW 

HOW THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WILL RECEIVE OUR ABSTENTION TODAY, 

BECAUSE THOSE WHO ARE NOT WITH US ARE AGAINST ANY MORE JUST AND 

RATIONAL COURSES WHOSE ARGUMENTS ARE DEVELOPED. 

 

ILMAR PENNA MARINHO 

 

 

[Source: 600.(24h)—SITUAÇÃO POLITICA—CUBA de janeiro á março de 1.962///maço 6220, 

Ministry of External Relations archives (AMRE), Brasília; translation from Portuguese by James 

G. Hershberg (George Washington University).] 

 

  


