
Related  notes  of  Sovie t  Vis i t  -  December  28-31,  1967 -  F .  A.  Long 

Je r ry  Wiesner  and I  ca l led  on Deputy  Minister  fo r  Science  and 

Technology Gvishiani .  We had hoped a lso  to  see  h is  super ior ,  Kir i l l in ,  

who turned out  to  be  unavai lable .  Wiesner  had toured the  Soviet  Union 

with  Gvish iani  in  one of  h is  ear l ie r  vis i t s  and knew him wel l .  

Much of  the  d iscuss ion was  on Soviet -US re la t ions .  Apparent ly  

there  hcA been some pre l iminary  ta lk  about  bi la tera l  exchanges  involving 

MIT and Soviet  engineers .  Accord ing to  Gvishiani ,  the  genera l  idea  of  

such a  bi la tera l  student  exchange i s  in teres t ing to  them.  Under  i t  Sovie t  

s tudents  would  go to  the  Uni ted  States  for  a  per iod of  3  to  6  months  and 

larger  numbers  of  US s tudents  might  come to  the  USSR for  shor ter  per iods ,  

e .  g .  3  weeks  or  so .  He went  on to  say  that  the  of f ic ia l  exchange procedures  

a re  awkward.  I t  i s  not  tha t  they fa i l ,  but  tha t  they are  inf lexible  and over

laden wi th  bureaucracy on bo th  s ides .  He a lso  noted tha t  the  pure  "academic"  

exchange i s ,  f rom thei r  s tandpoint ,  ra ther  s ter i l e .  What  they par t icular ly  

l ike  i s  for  thei r  engineers  to  have a  mixed sor t  of  vis i t ,  in  which they do 

some s tudying ,  perhaps  do some research in  a  commercia l  concern ,  and 

have some genera l  responsib i l i ty  to  look a t  equipment  with  a  view to  pur

chas ing ,  i . e .  they l ike  to  see  a  l inkage between s tudy and commercia l  

ac t iv i ty .  Apparent ly  the  Soviet  had th is  k ind of  ar rangement  wi th  a  number  

of  European concerns  bu t  none wi th  the  US.  

Gvishiani  spoke in  somewhat  g loomy terms about  US-USSR t rade.  

He noted tha t  the  Fia t  machine  too l  decis ion was ,  in  h is  v iew,  unfor tunate .  
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J erry Wjesncr and I called on Deputy Mjnistcr for Scic11c c and 

Technol ogy Gvj s hiani. We h ad hoped also to sec h is supcrjor, I<il-illin, 

who t.1.uncd out to b e unavailable . Wiesner had toured the Sovi et. Union 

with Gvishiani in one of his carHer visits and knew him well. 

Much oi the discussion ,vas on Soviet- US relations. Apparently 

there h uJ been some preliminary talk about bilateral exchanges involving 

MIT and Soviet engineers . According t o Gvishiani , the genera l idea of 

such a bilateral student exchange is interesting to them . Under it Soviet 

students woul d go to t he United State s for a pcrioc1 of 3 to 6 months and 

larger numbers of US sh1dcnts might come to the USSR for shorter periods , 

c . g. 3 weeks or so. He went on to say that the officia l ex change procedures 

arc awkward. It is not that they fail , but that they arc inflexible and over -

laden with bureaucracy on both sides . He also noted tha t the pure "academic" 

exchange is , from their standpoint, rather sterile . What they particularly 

like is for their engineers to have a mixed sort of visit, in which they do 

some studying , perh aps do some research in a commercial concern, and 

h ave some general responsibility to look at equipment with a view to pur

chasing , i . c . they like to sec a linka ge between study and commercial 

activity. Appa rently the Soviet had this kind of ar rangement with a number 

of European concerns but nohe with the US . 

Gvishiani spoke in somewha t gloomy terms about US-USSR trade . 

He noted that the Fiat machine tool decision was , in his view, unfortunate . 
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He went  on to  say  tha t ,  in  fact ,  a  moderate  amount  of  informat ion on 

US processes  and equipment  is  coming in  to  the  Sovie t  Union v ia  Europe ,  

i .e .  v ia  subsid iary  concerns  which America  has  in  Europe.  

Before  we lef t  Gvishiani  re turned to  the .  ques t ion of  a r rangements  

with  universi t ies ,  wi th  a  genera l  bel ie f  that  they should  a t tempt  to  do 

more .  He repeated  tha t  he  was  qui te  p repared to  en ter  in to  b i la te ral  

a r rangements  between univers i t ies  and s imi lar  groups  in  h is  country  and 

MIT and Cornel l .  He also  noted tha t  he  wi l l  be  in  the  US in  Apr i l  for  the  

meet ing of  t he  UN Commit tee  on which he  serves .  

Gvish iani  i s  an  impress ive  man.  He i s  young and v igorous .  He 

seems very  wel l  organized and incis ive .  

On the  night  of  t he  29th ,  Doty,  Wiesner  and I  went  to  Mil l ionshchi-

kov 's  house .  Kapi tza,  Emelyanov and Voslensky were  a lso  there .  I t  was  

a  bachelor  d inner  par ty .  The ent i re  evening was  spent  in  a  f r iendly  and 

easy way.  Much of  the  ta lk  was  general  and concerned science  develop

ments  in  the  USSR,  in teres t ing programs and s imi lar  topics .  Some t ime 

was  devoted to  genera l  discuss ion of  t he  Vietnam war ,  which i s  a  mat te r  of  

great  concern  to  a l l  of  the  Russ ian  in te l lec tuals .  I t  was  dur ing th is  per iod 

tha t  Kapi tza  p leaded for  a  l i t t le  more  t ime the  next  day to  f in ish  the  d is

cuss ion of  Vietnam.  We a lso  ta lked some about  sc ient i f ic  exchanges ,  with  

the  US group repeat ing again  the  dif f icul t ies  of  exchange programs which had 

to  go through a  form of  bureaucracy.  

-2 -

He went. on t.o say th at. , in f act. , a moderate amount of information on 

US proc •sses and equi pment i s cornjng jn to the Soviet. Uni on via Europe , 

i. e. via sub s idiary con c e r ns which America h as in E urope . 

B efore we left Gvishiani r eturned to t.h question of arrangements 

with unive r s ities , with a ge neral belief that t h ey should a t.tempt to do 

more. He repeat ed that. he was quite prepared to enter into bila teral 

arrangements bet.ween u n iversities and simila r groups in his count ry and 

MIT and Cornell. He also noted that he will be int.he US in April for the 

meeting of the UN Committee on which he serves. 

Gvishiani is an impressive man. He i s young a nd vig orous . He 

seems very well organize d and incisive . 

On the night of the 29th, Doty, Wiesner and I went t.o Millionshchi

kov' s house. Kapitz.a, Emelyanov and Voslens ky were also there . It was 

a bachelor dinner party. The entire evening was spent i n a friendly and 

easy way. Much of the talk was general and concerned science develop

ments in the USSR, interesting prograrn.s and similar topics . Some time 

was devoted to general discussion of the Vietnam war , which is a matter of 

g r eat concern to a ll of the Russian intellectuals . It was during this period 

that Kapit7.a pleaded for a littl e more time the next day to finish the dis -

cussion of Vietnam. We also talked some about scientific exchanges , with 

the US group repeating again the difficul ties of excha nge programs which h ad 

to go through a form of bureaucracy. 
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On Saturday,  the  3  0 th ,  Keldesh gave a  recept ion for  the  group 

and a lso  for  Talco t t  Parsons .  I t  was  a  br ief  luncheon wi th  a  minimum 

of  t oas ts .  I  presented Keldesh wi th  some mater ial  on the  US space  pro

gram,  including a  book of  the  Gemini  photographs .  Dur ing the  discuss ion 

I  asked Keldesh i f  he  had reac ted  to  the  data  f rom the  US Kuri le  Is land 

exper iments  which had been forwarded to  him.  He professed ignorance  

of  t he  forwarding.  In  spi te  of  t ha t  I  repea ted  our  genera l  bel ie f  tha t  we 

should  have more  coopera t ion in  th is  sor t  of  t h ing and to ld  h im we would  

look forward to  receiving the  data  f rom thei r  current  Kur i le  exper iments .  

He had no response  to  th is .  

The Sovie t  gave the  group a  New Year ' s  Eve par ty  the  night  of  the  

31s t .  I t  was  in  a  pr ivate  room in  the  House  of  S cience,  which a lso  had 

that  same evening a  very  large  New Year ' s  par ty  for  Sovie t  sc ient is ts .  

This ,  too ,  was  exceedingly  fr iendly  and gay ( in  a  somewhat  decorous  

manner) .  One of  the  more  interes t ing f lareups  there  came when Peter  

Kapi tza  had been comment ing on things  and sa id  someth ing to  the  ef fec t  

tha t  Vietnam in ter fered wi th  bet ter  exchanges .  His  wife  f la red  up on th is  

in  an  indignant  way and sa id ,  "Vietnam is  l ike  a  dark  shadow over  a l l  of  

our  l ives ;  i t  i s  a lways  wi th  us ;  when wi l l  it  ever  cease?"  I t  i s  c lear  

tha t  her  s ta te  of  emot ional  involvement  is  h igh.  

There  were  numerous  pr iva te  exchanges  between Soviet  and indi 

viduals  of  t he  US group.  I t  was  characte r is t ic  in  these  exchanges  that  
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On Saturday, the 30th , Keldesh gave a r eception for the group 

and also for Talcott Parsons . It was a brief luncheon with a minimum 

of toast s . I presented Keldesh w i th some materia l on the US space pro 

gr am, j ncludi ng a book of the Gemini photographs. During the discus s ion 

I askecl I<.eldesh if he h ad reacted to the data from the US Kurile Isl and 

experiment s which had b een forwarded to him . He professed i gnorance 

of the forwarding . In spite of tha t I repeat ed our general belief that \ VC 

should have n'lor e cooperation i n this sort of thing and tol d him we would 

look forward to receiving the d at a from their current Kurile experiments. 

H e h ad no r esponse to this . 

The Soviet gave the group a New Year's Eve party the night of the 

31st. It was in a private room in the House of Scien c e , which also had 

that same evening a very large New Year• s party for Soviet scientists . 

This , too, was exceedingly friendly and gay (in a somewhat decorous 

manner) . One of the more interesting fla reups there came when Peter 

Kapit'.6a had b een commenting on things and s a i d something to the effect 

that Vietnam inte rfered with b etter excha nges . His wife flared up on this 

in an indignant way and said , 1'Vietnam i s like a dark shadow over all of 

our lives; it is always with u s; when will it ever c ease?" It is clear 

that h e r state of emotional involvement i s high . 

There we r e numerous private ex changes between Soviet a nd indi 

vidua l s of the US group. It was c h a r acteristic in these exchanges that 
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the  Sovie t  were  qui te  ou tgoing and free  wi th  informat ion.  As  one example,  

Ar ts imovich was  qui te  prepared to  analyze  the  FOBS sys tem and conclude 

that  i t  had fi rs t  s t r ike  potent ia l .  As  another ,  Mil l ionshchikov was  wi l l ing  

to  d iscuss  speci f ic  meet ings  and to  make the  point  tha t ,  formal ly ,  the  

Sovie t  should  be  host  to  the  next  meet ing ,  perhaps  in  the  spr ing in  the  

south  of  Russ ia ,  but  that  perhaps  i t  would  be  equal ly  easy  and worth  con

s ider ing to  have the  meet ing in  the  Uni ted  Sta tes  in  a  p lace  s imi la r  to  the  

previous  d iscuss ion a t  Endico t t  House .  

I t  was  in  pr ivate  discuss ions  that  the  Soviet  no ted that  they had 

c loser  contacts  with  Kosygin  than they had had wi th  Khruschev and that  
\ 

speci f ica l ly  they had seen Kosygin  before  these  curren t  meet ings  and 

expected to  see  h im again  in  the  next  week or  so .  

I  had brought  a long some facts  about  Sovie t  oceanography f rom 

Glenn Schweitzer  and hoped to  ask  quest ions  bu t  found no reasonable  p lace  

to  do so.  
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the Soviet were quite outgoing and free with i nformation. As one e x ample , 

Artsimovich was quite prepar0d to analy ze the FOJ3S system and conclude 

that it h ad first- strike potential. As anoth er , Millionshchikov was willing 

to discu~s spec ific meetings and to make the point that, formally, the 

Soviet sh ould be h ost to the next meeting, perhaps in the spring in the 

south of. Russia, but that perhaps it would b e equally easy and worth con

sidering to have the meeting in the United St ates in a place similar to the 

previous discussion at Endicott House . 

It was in p r ivate discussions tha t the Soviet noted that they h a d 

closer contacts with Kosygjn than they h ad had with Khruschev and t hat 

specifically th ey h ad seen Kosygin before these current meetings and 

expected to see him again in the nex t week or so. 

I h ad brought along s ome facts about Soviet oceanography fron1 

Glenn Schweitzer and hope d to a sk questions but found no r easonable pla ce 

to do so. 


