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ce ' The first month of 1965 was an sventful one with respect to
s = y internal stability in Colombis. The threé uwost notable incidente
ﬁW . Were the planting of a bowdb fn the Embassy, the resignation of the R
P-rg Minister of war, Alberto RUIZ Novos, and the EIN attack on the town
D of Simacota in the Department of Santender. There was also the general
se - 8trike which was averted tbrough negotiation and menouvering by the
Government of Colombia. These incidents are described in detail in
Ssparate Embassy mengages.

’ Citizen deaths from urban violence rose considerably over
. last month end there has been an ouctbreak of kiduappings for ransom.
With exception of a wmajor bawi: robbery during which a cashier was
. futhlessly slain in Bogotd, urban ceime appeared to take a sharp
drop froa the previous wonth.
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In the case of the attack on the town of S8imacota, National
Police and DAS carried out a raid on a house in Bucavamanga where they
-arrested three persons suspected of having taken part ia the attack.
They sleo found the Bogotd address of the printer suspected of having
Jobbed the propaganda leaflets distributed in the course of the attack,
& packet of the leuflets, and an airline ticket to France for an alien
with a Bogotd address. About 18 other arrests have been made but some
of the suspects have been released. '

With respect to the kidnappings, there ig evidence to indicate
that some of the money obtained as ronsom is being used te finance the
ELR. and other bandit gangs. The most nefarious of the kidnappings to
date involves supporters of formex dictaton ROJAS Pinilla, up through
the congressional level. Some of the gangs involved have been broken
up through collaboration of DAS, the National Police, and wilitary
authorities. However, the sbductioms continued through the end of the
month.
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The homemade dynamite bomb which was placed in the elevator
lobby outsfde the USAID reception dask on Jenuary 20, 1965, was timed .
to explode at 6:30 p.m.. A charwomen discovered the bomb and it was %
digsarmed by the Custodisn of the Segurog Bolivar Building in which the
Embassy is located. The bomb wag accompanied by a stack of propaganda
leaflets denouncing the visit of aAsgistant Secretary of State, Thomas
Manm. DAS is currently amalyzing the bomb and investigating the case.
Special precautions were taken by DAS in collaboration with the National
Police for the security of Mr. Maun's visit. »
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In a spectacular wove, four bandits armed with submachine
guns and revolvers descended on La Soledad Branch of the Bank of London
and Moatresl in Bogotd at 10:30 4., January 15, 1963, holding employees
and customers at bay while they scooped up 133,000 pesos.  One of the
bandits deliberately shot the cashier who was offering no resistance.
The victim died shortly thereafter. The gang left the bank, located in
a busy shopping area, firing wildly, and escaped in o taxi which they
had hi-jacked from its cwner a short while before.

On the morniog of Jemuary 14, 1965, a DAS agent, attempting to
drTtest Paul MULLER, internationel gongster of Spanish citizenship, was
_8hot to death by the Subject. Muller £led, but was intercepted a short

distaace from the scene by a National Police agent who was seriously
wounded. Muller continued hig flight, but was £inally overcome by onc
agent from the Natfional Police and two from DAS. & citizea attempting
to aid the police wos wounded by Maller.

. The situatios in the National Police vematned static with the
tewly tranaferred officers fami liarizing themselves with their new
duties. The resignatfon of the Minister of War, General Alberto RUIZ
Novoa, and the appointment of Genevcl Gsbriel REBEIS Pizatro as Minfister
of War is a highly significont development for the National Police and
DAS. Wherees the Cidef of DAS and General Ruir are bitter enemices and
do aot spesk to each othex, Colonel Rojas and General Robeis and their
familics are fintimate friends. Thus a better working relationship be-
tween DAS, the National Police and the Milicary should result from this
hange.
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// In Jonuary, Major Monuel Guillermo PACHON de la Torre was
appointed by the Chicf of DAS to head rhe newly creataed Depactment of

/ Public Gelations of DAS. He was replaced as head of the General

f Sexrvices Division by Dr. Guillermo ESCOBAR Zapata. Major Pachén is an

{ excellent choice for Publie Relations Director because of his praven

{ ability and his influential contacts with the press, other government

4gencies, and the public in general. He is an IAPA graduste and a

close friend of the USALD Public Safety Divieion. No other important

persomnel changes ogouvred in DAS during January.

Some of the accomplishuwents of D&S during January are:

1} The brealing up of a geng of bootleggers in Bogotd;

2) Outaining prosecution of 3 members of the gang of.
“Chino" Osoric, mad-dog gangster killed by DAS agents
in December;

3) The trapping of a geng of eight kidneppers in Reiva;

4} Capture of Otoniel Colorado, alias “Tormento", former
member of the cuadrilla of Sangre Negra, in Tolima;

3) Capture of 500,000 pesos worth of contraband near Girardot
with nine of the rummers;

%) Capture of Gonzalo Ortiz Serrano wanted for murder and
other crimes;

7} Capture of Aldemor MHedina, alias “"Capitan Sandino™,
wantes fox kidnapping.

II. OVERATIONRS

-

On Januavy 18, 1965, 18 more non-~commisgioned officers entered
the AID Spomsored Police Training Course at Espinal. A number of
Departments ave represented in this group.

Puring a recent trip to Telima, the Rural Public Safety Advisor
Yecommeaded the extension of thig training to include newly recruited
agents undergoing their veeroit training at Espinal. The Depar tmental
Commander expressed the aopinion that a8 block of such ingtruction could
profitably be incladed in the curriculum. This will also be takem up with
the F~3 Officer ae Headquarters in Bogotd. The idea ig believed to be
especially vorthwhile sinee thig school traine recruft policement for
the Departments of Valle and Cauca as well as Tolima.

The Depavtments most affected by Banditry in one form or
another are making attempts to provide in~sexvice counterbandit train=-
ing to the persomnel worting in the rural areas.
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During the latter part of the woath, the Rural Public Bafety
Advisor traveled to the Depsrtwments of Tolime and Sentsnder to discuss
current problems with the Hstional Felice Qfficiale in those depsrtments,
. to make say pertinent on~the-spot recommsndations, snd to rapoet oa the
" gensral situation, ot the same tiwe making recommendstions to the
\, General Directorste in Nogoth. Confidential vexsions of the ceporte
were forvarded to AID/W under cover of T0AXD A~789.
e

The iostoallation of the Cuommon User (Mintster of Goversmeat)
System continusa. All stations have been inetalled emcept the permenent
Bogots (Monservate), Sen Andrés, San José de Ocuné, Morichales, Facos,
Niricipscrand, La Chorrers sad Kl Emceuto. In Bogoth work o the
Communications Canter continuss with local teletype limes to Natiomal
Police, DAS, and Musas in sud werking.

On Jenuary 5, 1965, the Tolecommunicatfons Advisor sad his
assistant made a visit to Macarena with Major Galém of the Matstcy of
Governmnt to see if this city could be sdded to the Cagueta part of the
Common User System. A complete report en this system was sterted smd
is expacted to be completed in Februavy.

In vesponse to en mrgent request from AID/W, & survey was wede
of the comumications avsilsble in the Department of Samtender (see

7 Joint Ewbessy/USAID Embtel 941).

\\ progress on the telecommnications project, a wost vitsl ares becsuse

None of the commmications commadities ovdered from FY 64
feads on type "5" PIO/C's have arvived. This fs materfally retarding

‘x\o! the sppearsnce of aew violence in parts of the coumtry.
~~

The establishoent of the new Public Relations Division of

DAS s in fulfillment of one of the principal recommendstions of the

. Bublic Safety Program aud is a direct result of the reeent visit of
the Chief of DAS to the United States as a State Depsrtment Lasdership
Grantes. His observation of the Public Relations progracs of the i,
the Chicego and Lo Aogeles Polioe Departmunts, snd others which he
visited hes convinced him of the need for ssghosis on this type of
sctivity. The appointment of Major Monuel Guillermo PACHON de ls Torre
to bead this new Division is considered an emsellent choice. He is &

The sssignment of a selocted group of DAS sgents exclusively
to internal security investigatione in the Bogeth aces is now bringing
positive results in the form of incressed fntelligemece produstion frem
their efforts fn the surveillance end penetration of sebversive end
tetrorist groups. The equipment to be delivered uander the FY 65 program
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and the veturn of Epaminondas GORDILLO, Supervisor of the group, from
his current tour of training in the United States will greatly enhance
the capabilities of this group.

Culonel Enrique MILIAN, graduate of Seniov Course No. z,
IpP4, is now utilizing investigative techniques learned in the United
States to improve the already efficient intelligence coverage in his
Sector, which includes the “Independent Republics™ of Marquetalia, Rio
Ciriquito, E1 Pato, and Guayeberc. Thé Investigations Advisor has
suggested thst as soon as possible, Colomel Millén dictote s series of
conferences in the varfous field offices of DAS for the betiefit of those
field office chiefs who are less effective in gathering and reporting ‘
internal security intelligence.

The Eabassy requested that the Public Safety Divigion cooperate
with State Department Security Adgents in taking necessary security
measures for the vigit of Assistant Secretary of State for Latin American
affairs, Thomas Mann, plammed for January 31 to February 2, 1963, Both
DAS und the Bational Police cooperated in this effort which was observed
throughout by the Investigations Advisor and the State Pepartment Agents.
While no difficule situations aroge, it ig believed that the exevcise
will prove extremely valuable in future visite of high~level officials.

I1I.

The Simacota attack wae not followed up by similar attacis in
January, not was it ccordinated with any well organized campaign of urban
terrorism. This would indicate that extremist forces with external
support have mot yet reached a stage of development where they can mount
Bustained and coordinated vural and urben attscks. On the othey hiand
there is roasom to believe that external efforts to promote such attacks
will continue on aa intensified basisy perbaps being expanded te entiy e
rarticipation of criminal bandit gangs curreatly without political
orientation.

Strong direction, intensified training, added mobility and
communicacions for DAS and the Rational Folice, and ceoordinacion between
thew and the Armed Forces, with cach group playing its role within its
owit area o respoasibilicy, are vital factérs in suppresging these activities
before Lhey reach levels which would pose threat to national stability.
Without assuming an overly optimistic or complacent attitude, the USALD
Public 8afety Division is of the opinion thet the mew violence outbreaks
and undet lyiag operations can be effectively controlled by ensuring the
reality of the factors mentioned above.
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1. That a replacement for the Rural Public Safety Advisor (incumbent
rosfigning at end of touwri be recruited as soon as possible to provide an overs
[4p and avoid scbivity lag. {

Ze That action be contimwd to ensure esrly delivery of commodibies
shown as delimpuent on IX{b).
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PLACE, TYPE
AND LENGTH

ENTERED TRAINIRG
THIS HONTH

TOTAL IN
TRAINING

COMPLETED TRAINING
THIS HONTH

COMPLETED
TRAINING,
TQ DATE

OF Loy
1APA/PARANA
12 WEEKS

\ R AL i s

U.3. TRAINING

IPA/ WASTINTON
16 WEEKS

13

CUYRSE
TAPA/PANAMA
ONE WEEK
BOMB  DISPOSAL

LOUESE
USE OF THE

LOGAL TRAIRING

BATGN

ONE HOUR
CRIMINAL
INVESTIGATION
LOURGE

FATROL HETHODS
URE WEER
GOUBSE

LORIVER TRAINING
TWO WEEKS
COURSE

REVOLVER REFRESHER
TRAINING, TWO HOUR
GOL

COUBSE_
FBI~-PFC REVOLVER
TRAINING, TWENTY
HOUS_COURSE

AULIO-VISUAL
THO WEEKS “
TRAIRING COUl

COURTER-BANDIT
TRAINING, TER
WihSKS DURATION

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Tdd WEEKS
IR NG COU

COUBTER-BANDIT
TAAINING, SPECIAL
THRSS WESKS COURSE

439

X ABOVE TRAINING IS IN ADLITION TO THAINING CONDUCTED BY SEVEN FOLICE SCHOOLS IN SLEVER

FOLIGE COMMANDS IN THE COUNTARY AND THE OFFICER CARDIDATE SCHOOL *GENERAL SANTANDER",
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ENTERED TRAINLIEG TOTAL IN COMPLETGD TRALNANG COMPLETED
I8Is HORIR TRALVIRG THIS HORTH TRAINING,

O i
Uede THAINING

FLAGE, TYIPLE

b

.
41
26

10 13

ta}

SECORITY COURSE
U.3. PUST OFF1ICE
GRAPHOLOGT,
6 HONTHS mg,m A ,\_.

TELEFYPE MAINTENANCE,
5 WEEKS, CHICAGO 1 g
IITARNAL SECURITY :
SUPERVISORY

NASHINGTON 10 WSEKS i _ 1. .

20 HOUR REVOLVER LOCAL TRAINIRG
TRAINING FBI-PPC

COURSE (%) ‘ s
Shih, SSB RADIO

COUASE, 6 HONTHS

RURAL OSECORLITY \ :

: 36 36
AGUA AZUL :

INTEnHAL “SECURLTY

COURSE BOGOTA 12

DAS ACADENY, SUBL

HEN AGENTS - 3 mos. |
Ad-GERVICE - 3 mog, 132
TLCANICAL CRIMINOLOGY
& 508 47 75
FLiLDh OFFICE BY

IAFA GRADUATES ‘ 030
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