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FOR P R I V A T E SECRETARY 

1. DR OWEN, WHO WAS IN WASHINGTON AT THE WEEKEND IN CONNECTION 

WITH T H E WORK OF THE COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT HEADED BY OLAF P A L M E 

HAS A S K E D U S TO SEND YOU THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT O F M E E T I N G S HE HAD 

ON MONDAY WITH E R Z E Z I N S K I AND V A N C E . 

2 . B R Z E Z I N S K I SPOKE ON IRAN IN T E R M S WHICH MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE 

M I N I N G OPTION WAS S T I L L O P E N , HE THOUGHT THAT THE A L L I E S C E R T A I N L Y 

VOULD B E CONSULTED BEFORE ANY SUCH O P E R A T I O N WAS IMPLEMENTED B U T THE 

D E C I S I O N ON WHETHER TO CONSULT WOULD B E FOR T H E P R E S I D E N T TC T A K E . 

B R Z E Z I N S K I WAS VERY U P S E T AT THE D I S P L A Y OF AMERICAN BODIES IN 

TEHRAN AND S A I D THAT T H I S WOULD PROVOKE A WAVE OF ANGER IN THE 

UNITED S T A T E S . DP OWEN HAD THE I M P R E S S I O N THAT B R Z E Z I N S K I MIGHT U S E 

THAT I N C I D E N T AS AN ARGUMENT IN FAVOUR OF GOING AHEAD WITH M I N I N G . 

3 . DR OWEN WAS TOLD SEPARATELY BY JOPY POWELL THAT B R Z E Z I N S K I WOULD 

D E F I N I T E L Y NOT B E THE NEXT SECRETARY OF S T A T E . B R Z E Z I N S K I H I M S E L F 

WAS C R I T I C A L OF VANCE FOR R E S I G N I N G AT A T I M E WHEN HE SHOULD HAVE 

STOOD BY THE P R E S I D E N T . B R Z E Z I N S K I THOUGHT THAT VANCE WOULD HAVE 

BEEN J U S T I F I E D IN R E S I G N I N G AT T H E T I M E OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

VOTE OR I S R A E L , WHEN H E HAD BEEN MADE TO CARRY THE C A N . 

4 . CY VANCE C O N F I R M E D THAT I T WAS O P P O S I T I O N TO T H E TREND O F U S 

P O L I C Y ON I R A N , AND NOT J U S T TO THE R E S C U E ATTEMPT, THAT HAD L E D 

HIM TO GO. HE R E M A I N E D WHOLLY IN FAVOUR O F ECONOMIC P R E S S U R E S ON 

IRAN. VANCE S A I D THAT, WHILE H E WAS OPPOSED TO THE R E S C U E ATTEMPT 

IN P R I N C I P L E , HE HAD ALSO THOUGHT THE P L A N I T S E L F UNWORKABLE. 

VANCE T O L D DR OWEN THAT THE E F F E C T OF H I S R E S I G N A T I O N WOULD BE TO 

RULE OUT THE M I L I T A R Y ( I N C L U D I N G THE M I N I N G ) OPTION FOR WHICH THE 

P R E S I D E N T HAD " N  O S T O M A C H " . VANCE WAS VERY CLEAR ON T H I S P O I N T AND 

INDICATED THAT ONE O F T H E M A I N REASON FOR H I S R E S I G N A T I O N HAD B E E N 

TO ENSURE THAT THE A D M I N I S T R A T I O N DID NOT GO DOWN THE M I L I T A R Y 

ROUTE. DR OWEN THOUGHT THERE WAS AN E L E M E N T OF WISHFUL T H I N K I N G IN 

T H I S AND THAT, WHILE V A N C E ' S DEPARTURE WOULD B E A DETERRENT TO 

FURTHER M I L I T A R Y A C T I O N , IT WOULD NOT B E C O N C L U S I V E , P A R T I C U L A R L Y 

G I V E N B R Z E Z I N S K I ' S A T T I T U D E . 
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5 . TWC FURTHER P O I N T S FROM DR OWEN'S TALK WITH B R Z E Z I N S K I A R E : 

( A ) 8 R Z E Z I N S K I SPOKE A G A I N S T THE IDEA OF SCHMIDT GOING TO 
MOSCOW BEFORE THE O L Y M P I C S , ADDING THAT A D E C I S I O N ON T H I S SHOULD 
EE TAKEN AT THE V E N I C E SUMMIT! AND 

( B ) B R Z E Z I N S K I I M P L I E D STRONGLY THAT THE R E S C U E ATTEMPT HAD 
R E L E A S E D THE P R E S I D E N T FROM H I S S E L F - D E N Y I N G ORDINANCE ON 
E L E C T I O N E E R I N G AND THAT H E WOULD NOW BE F R E E TO C A M P A I G N . DR OWEN 
WAS NOT SURE WHETHER T H I S HAD BEEN MERELY B R Z E Z I N S K I E X P R E S S I N G 

A PERSONAL VIEW AND FOUND IT HARD TO S E E HOW. L O G I C A L L Y , THE R E S C U E 

ATTEMPT COULD B E USED AS J U S T I F I C A T I O N FOR THE P R E S I D E N T G E T T I N G ON 

TO T H E CAMPAIGN T R A I L . 
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