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Sunken SoViét sub got
a lift from CIA in 1974

I — “It’s a pretty m description
BY CALVIN WOODWARD of the operation from i inception to
. oL dea > said the re-
In 1974, far out in the Pacific, a cher who had b
US. ship pretending to be a deep- mmmmm
sea mining vessel fished a sunken _learned of its publication in a

Soviet nuclear-armed submarine _footnote he spotted in other docu-

out of the ocean depths, took what . _ ments. “But

.Jments. “But what's missinzinthe
it could of the wreck and made of _end i is, what did we get for it? The

to Hawaii with its purlomed prize. :_answer is.
Now, Washington is owning up "Journalists broke the story in

_ to Project Azorian, a brazen mis- ' 1975, led by Seymour Hersh, then

sion from the days of high-stakes = of the New York Times. - -

ColdWa.rrxvalry : . The disclosed sections of the-"-

After more than 30 years of re- - document hint that not much of

: ‘fusing to confirm what the world  value:.was found. It claims only .

already knew, the CIA has re-- “intangibly beneficial” results,
leased an internal account of Proj- - such as a boost iri morale amornig
ect Azorian, though with details mtelligence officers and advances

taken out. The account surfaced - in heavy-lift technology at sea — -
JFriday at the hands of private re- . . anassemonthatdoesnotpointto- '
_searchers from the National Secy- . a trove of intelligence., _
| _rity Archive who used the Free- “hﬁxngasubma.nnewexghmg-
dom of Information Act to ge_tthg approximately 1,750 tons from a .
information declassified, “depth of 16,500 feet had never -

The document is a 50-page arti- .- been attempted or accomplished
cle quietly published 'in the fall anywhere before,” the document
1985 edition of Studies in Intelli- | - says. “A government or organiza-.
gence, the CIA’s in-house Jouma.l tion too timid to undertake calcu-

that outsiders rarely get to see.- lable risks in pursuit of a proper - |

In it, the CIA-describes a mis--' “objective would not be true to it-
sion of staggermg expense’ and .~ self or to the people it serves.” To
improbable engmeenng feats that - resea.rchers, that sounds like bu--

" culminated in August 1974 when reaucratlc;)usuﬁcauon for a proj-

the Hughes Glomar Explorer re-. ect thought to have cost over $1.5
trieved a portion of the subma- bl]honmtoday’s dollars.
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