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“analysis

US documents point to secret nuclear pact with Japan

BY SHAUN TANDON
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

WASHINGTON,D.C.: Despite decades
of denials by Washington and
Tokyo, US officials believe they
enjoyed a secret pact to trans-
port nuclear weapons through
Japan, newly declassified docu-
ments showed.

The disclosure came after Ja-
pan’s left-leaning government
ended more than half a century
of conservative rule and launched
aprobe into thousands of files to
settle longstanding suspicions of
a hush-hush pact.

Any evidence of an agreement
would trigger charges of hypoc-
risy, as Japan is the only nation
to have suffered nuclear attack
and has campaigned for the
worldwide abolition of the ultra-
destructive weapons.

The National Security Archive
at George Washington University
released documents Tuesday
showing US officials believed
they had an understanding with
Japan_when the allies signed a

new security treaty in 1960.
A confidential State Depart-

ment memo prepared in 1960

for then Secretary of State Chris-
tian Herter to brief Congress
said Washington had to consult
Japan on "introduction of nu-
clear weapons.”

But it said that the United
States, which has stationed troops
in Japan since its defeat in World
War I, could use Japanese soil “as
needed” in an emergency if com-
munist neighbor North Korea
launched an attack.

In a cable sent in 1963, then
US ambassador to Japan Edwin
Reischauer said he quietly met
for breakfast with the foreign
minister, Masayoshi Ohira, and
sensed a “full understanding” on
the nuclear issue.

“Ohira took presentation in
stride and showed not rpt [re-
peat] not slightest desire to per-
suade us to alter standing prac-
tice,” the cable said.

Whatever the sensitivity of nu-
clear weapons in Japan, the issue
largely involves past history. In
1991 as the Cold War ended,
President George H.W. Bush
stopped US vessels from carrying
tactical nuclear weapons.

But both the United States and
Japan’s previous government
have steadfastly rejected an in-

quiry, with Washington saying
its military policy is neverto con-
firm or deny the presence of nu-
clear weapons.

“In terms of nuclear weapons,
there has always been a resistance
to releasing information, particu-
larly where they are based,” said
Robert Wampler, a senior fellow

at the National Security Archive

who led the study,
“But here we are talking about

Cold War agreements—dealing_
with Korea, Vietnam, the Soviets
and China,” he told Agence
France-Presse, pleading for the
release of more documents.

“It’s secret in name only and I
think it would be really great if

the Japanese government would

clear the air.”

But any investigation could
also get bogged down in seman-
tics on what the United States and
Japan agreed to.

One declassified 1960 docu-
ment presented to the secretary
of state said in typeface that there
was a “confidential agreement.”
The word “agreement” was
crossed off with a pen and re-
placed with “understanding.”

The documents also said US
negotiators stressed that they

would not “introduce” nu-
clear weapons to Japan—
drawing a distinction with
transiting/the arms.

The documents provide no
clear smoking-gun on one per-
sistent suspicion—that US
President Richard Nixon in-
sisted on the nuclear transit
rights when handing the south-
ern island chain to Okinawa
back to Japan in 1972,

But a 1969 memo by Henry
Kissinger, then the national se-
curity adviser, detailed Nixon’s
negotiating strategy—saying he
would press until the last minute
to keep US nuclear weapons in
Okinawa and was ready to drop
the demand in exchange for the
transit rights.

Nixon negotiated the hand-
over with then Japanese Prime
Minister Eisaku Sato, who later
won. the Nobel Peace Prize
largely for his so-called three
principles—that Japan will not
possess, produce or allow nu-
clear weapons on its soil.

The United States dropped
atom bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki in 1945, killing more
than 210,000 people and ending
World War I
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