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hypoarisy which exdsted during the Bush era cortinues to thrive in the US today [BPA]

Every so often, a canvergence oocurs between a few ostensibly unrdated everits in the endless swirl of news staries,
polemrics and propaganda, spin and advertising that make up the media sphere today.

Like the noonday sun, they pierce a hole through the fog of informmation that nonally obscures the core dynamics
behind the larger pdlitical-econamic systends smooth functioning,

But unlike the sum shining through the starm douds, this opening is not immediately dbvious, and can easily be missed
if ane does nat know where and how to lodk. In fact, it is mare like a three-dimensianal worm hole through pdlitical
space, viewable if ane folds specific coordinates over each other in just the right way.

In this case, the coardinates comrespond to three levels of palitical disoourse - military, media and cultural - whose

The brief moment of darity reminds us of the crudal rdle played by ane of the most subtie yet danming of Turman
vices - hypocrisy - in sustaining the problens canfronting the US, and most other glabal powers far that natter.

Hypocrisy laid bare

Hypocrisy has always been an inpartant denamination of pdlitical caarency, but today it has seemingly -]
becane the cain of the realm Has the US

healthcare
One could easily asaribe it to the reasoending of right-wing pdlitics in the US and Furope, which is alnost  greated an
always accompanied by a palitics of hypocrisy, since as a rule such pdlitics involves the use of populist irn::‘cndv
rhetaric to cancentrate a country’s wealth and resources in the hands of ever fewer people. political
adture?
In the US, the vitridlic Republican-carparate attacks an healthcareand other much needed refams in the [AFP]
name of protecting the rights of individual dtizens, reflect an increasingly toxic pdlitical culture and the power of the
right to manipulate deep-seated fears and prejudice far its own ends.

However, the catiruiities in US fareign palicy between the Charma and Bush administratians reflect a more systermic
hypocrisy whose negative cansequences have glabal inplicatians.

The US - like great powers befare it - has lang dedared its intentian to support freedom, demoaracy and progress
while pursuing palicies that enoourage, ar even damand, their opposite.

Not suprisingly, it has also tumed a blind eye to its allies’ ar clients’ hypocarisies: Israel dedaring its desire far peace

while intensifying cocupatian, Hamid Karzai, the president of Afghanistan, promising to fight comuption while rigging
dectians and placing family menbers in audal positions.

Then you have this ar that Arab leader pledging demoaratic refarm while contimuing to arrest and abuse dtizens - until
the discamect between wards and deads threatens core Airerican interests.

‘With enemies, such as Irag (under Saddam Hissein) ar Iran today, hypoarisy is assumed, even when evidence suggests
that at arucal moments they might actually be telling the truth,

But who's looking?
Whether friend ar foe, it is the people who suffer froma geopadlitics grounded in hypocrisy.
The hardships of the present economiic downtum in the USanly hint at the pain caused to the peoples of the developing

world, who bear the brug of the full power of the economic and pdlitical interests lying beneath the hypoarisy of the
gldbal powers and their leaders alike. ﬁZ/
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And these donsecp s are aften not just painfid, but deadly,
Tivo generatians ago in Southeast Asia the death toll reached into the millians, today in Iraq and Afghanistan the toll
is in the lindreds of thousands of dead and injured. But the suffering rardy nakes headlines, unless it can produce
images that are too powerful to ignore.

The Abu Ghraib scandalproduced ane such moment, although its quick dissipation (perhaps owing to an innate sense
among many Amrericans that the hypocarisy they revealed was ultinately not merdy that of the Bush administratian,
but the country as a whale) ensured that the Bush administration and Republican-cantrolled Cangress paid no price far
the activities they revealed.

The most recent opening in the haze of media and palitical hypocrisy began with the near simultaneous revelatians of
avilian deaths at the hands of US faroes in Iraq and Afgharistan.

The now ubiquitous Wikileaks video foctageof soldiers firing on Reuter's photographer Namir Noar-Eldeen, his
odlleague Saeed Chimagh, and several other dvilians in Baghdad in July 2007 was equalled in graphic power by the
accusatians that in February 2010, US speaial farces persamel had not anly killed two pregnant warmen alang with a
teenage gifl and two local officials in Khataba, Afghanistan, but carved the bullets aut of the bodies to rermove
evidence of their respansibility far the deaths.

The hypocrisy of the official respanses has been glaringly an display.

‘When asked whether the Wikileaks video would it Amrerica’s inage, Robert Gates, the US defence secretary, said it
would not, precisely because what the video really showed was the fog of war.

""These people were operating in split-secand situatians ... And, you know;, welve investigated it very tharoughly ... It
should not have arty lasting consequences.”’

"Dead bastards'

Hypocaisy is often acoompanied by arrogance.
In

Gates assunres that soenes of US soldiers blithely calling the victinms "'dead bastards," laughing, locking for an  Military
excuse to finish off an unanmed victim, and blaming other victinrs far "bringing their kids into a battle”" will mg

'not have anty lasting cansequences”. wﬁ';;'q
Cansequences far whom, ane might ask f;::s
were
Perhaps Gates understands that most Tragis and Afghans have lang ago stopped believing US rhetaric about ‘1':
supparting denmoaracy and protecting civilian lives. bastards”
[AFP]

Whether cansdausly ar nat, it seenvs Gates was cansidering public opinian in the US, not in Iraq ar Afghanistan.

Indeed, if we loak behingd his, and the soldiers’, words we are remminded thet it is extremely difficult to shoot people
who do not present an immediate and clear threat unless you have first been desensitised by intense ideological
preparation that dehymanises the oocupied people.

As in Vietnam, this dehlwrmanisation means that Iragis and Afghan aivilian deaths are easily acoepted as mere collateral

danmge, since Anrericans have no camection to ar symmpathy for the peoples they have been oocupying far most of the
last decade.

The latest polls show that "voters are very respansive where Democrats talk boldly about our fareign policy of taking it
to the terranists’.

And so even as four more aivilians were killed by US farees firing ona aowded bus a day after Gates' remarks,
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disocourse.

That would dermand recognition of the hypoarisy that enabled their relegation to such a low status in the first place,
even at the cost of upward of a trillian dollars and the 1oss of thousands of Ammerican soldiers.

Warse, it would darand a reevaluation of the larger premises upon which the unending *war an tarror’ is being fought
and confranting the fact that in so many areas, Cban is entrenching rather than reversing the policies of his
predecessar.

Of course, Afghans are far less tolerant of the disconnect between US rhetoric and reality.

The latest deaths caused a new round of bitter protests against the US oocupation while Afghan military leaders
increasingly treat US pramises to protect and respect dvilians as meaningless and, like Karzai, even threaten to join
the Taliban

Tariq Ramadan's retirn

Gates' remarks and the more unscripted real-time conmments of the soldiers he was defending exist in a media sphere
that has failed miserably to educate the American public about the notivatians behind and present-day realities of the

Underlying this dynamic is a shared amogance and hypoarisy by leading American cammentatars, especially those
often partrayed as pdlitically liberal ar moderate, that was arudal to laying the groundwork for public acceptance of
the ratianale far going to war and continuing the oocupatians despite the mumerous and manifest contradictions
between them and the realities on the ground.

The process by which this dynamic proceeds was revealed last week in the coverage of the retum of Swiss Mislim
theologian Tariq Rarmadan to the US far a speaking tour, six years after he was banned fram entering the country by
the Bush administration.

Debating with Packer

Specifically, Rarmadan's first event in the US was a forum an "secular Idamand democracy” hddinNew [

Yak, where he debated New Yorker writer George Padker. Tariq
has been

Padcker chose nat to engage Rarmadan, who has spent over a decade warking to farge a cansensus anmong lawsdied by
Furopean Mislins an the need far nan-vidlence and to produce identities that can be both fully Mislimand Haaretz for

Westem, on the issues related to the forunds title. ""’::f'""
Semvitism
Rather, while dedaring that he was "not asking you to repudiate your grandfather [Hassan al-Banna, the (122

founder of the Mislim Bratherhood],” he dermanded that Rarmadan acoount far and renounce anti-Semitic rermarks
mmade by al-Bama well over half a century ago.

At a tire when the cantemporary Mislim Brotherhood is engaged in an unprecedented generational shift in idedlogy
and attitudes, Packer honed in his criticismof Rarmadan far refusing to adknowledge that "his grandfather and the
Mislim Brotherhood in its angins were characterised by anti-Serritic ar totalitarian views

Although he has held prestigious appointments at Oxfard as well as Notre Dane and the University of Geneva, Packer
argues that Rammadan "is not a philosopher, ar an ariginal thinker”'.

He provides no aiteria far this judgerment, but that is likely because he assumres that most readers will acoept at face
value that leading thinkers fiam the Mislim world are rarely ariginal ar philosophic - a code ward far reasonable and
ratianal, presunrably like Armericans and Faropeans.
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"Rotten foomdations'

Packer condudes that however well-meaning his bridge-building, Ranmadan's hope of recanciling Islamic and Westemn
aulture is built on "rotten foundations,"” namrely the history and ideology of the Brotherhood.

How does he know this? Qearly not by reading Ramadan's mamerous books, which are clearly opposed to most of the
basic tenets of the Brotherhood during his grandfather’s day.

Instead, in good Qrientalist fashion, Packer refers to second-hand accusatians against Ramadan made by joumalist
Paul Berman, who is about to publish a book aocusing Ramadan of being a propagandist far Islamist extremism

Bamman's last faray into the subject of Islamwas 7érror ard Liberalism, which was odeébrated in the mainstream
nedia for, among other things, arguing that Sayyid Qutb was the idedlogical godfather of al-Qaeda - which scholars
had been discussing for years befare his ""discovery™ - and that palitical Islamist moverments are ultimately "irrational”
and therefare cannct be reasaned with

Most scholady reviews by those who actually know the regian and its languages were largely aitical of Bermman's
arguments.

USviewof Mislins

Ramadan ocould have respanded to Packer's constant pressure for himto denounce his grandfather by demanding that
Padker renounce his suppart far the US invasion of Trag, ar his inaccurate and joumalistically imespansible dismissal of
those who opposed the war - which induded Ramadan - as fiinge, knee-jerk and "doctrinaire’” leftists who lacked arty
"understanding’’ of the region.

Perhaps he was being palite, ar was too jet-lagged to respand in kind to attacks that had nothing to do with his own
thinking (indeed, Rarmadan has condenmned anti-Semitism so many tinmes that he was praised far doing so by the Israeli
newspaper Haarerz).

Ultimately, however, it is not Ramadan's refusal to engage Packer at a lower level of disoourse that is impartant; it is
the assunption by Padker, no doubt bamne aut by lang experience, that his arguments as to the rotten foundation and
ultimately irratianal basis of Ramadan's thinking will be acoepted in the media sphere, since they acoord so well with
the general view of Mislimintellectual capabilities and motives.

Tiger Woods

‘While Packer and Ramadan debated in New Yark Clity, Tiger Woods was preparing far his retum to
ocampetitive golf at the Mhster's toumament that would begin later in the wedk V\z:l#
Of all the sins Woods has been accused of, perhaps the most ubiquitous was his hypocrisy - areating a m;;':s
persana based an stedly calm, contral, integrity, and determination while in reality his private life was based  comuptive
an deceit and violating the trust of his family and fans. m'g

‘acky
This is no doulbt a valid aiticism, but by the time the first round began an Thirsday most people were far [AFP]
nore interested in what Tiger would do on the golf course than what he had done off the links.

Of course, no ane oould say this openly. And so Billy Payne, the dhair of the Mhsters toumament, dutifully ariticised
Woods, stating that he "disappointed all of us" with his mumerous marital infiddlities.

Of course, neither he nor any of the jourmalists present thought it warth mentianing that Augusta National remmains ane
of the few golf dubs that refuses to admit wamen as players. Apparently no ane considered it the least bit hypocritical
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as uwathy of cansideration beyond their sex.

‘With so much money riding an Woods' retum to the spotlight, his main endarser, Nike, also decided it had to make a
bald statement ariticising Woods, while at the sarre tinre reaffinming both his iconic status and the possibility of
redenption

So it aired a commerdal that saw Woods staring blankly into the camera while his late father, Earl, asked him framthe
grave about what he was thinking and what he had leant.

That a cormpanty such as Nike, whose alleged record of systermatic mistreatment of workers and use of child labour has
been heavily aiticised around the world, determined thet the ghost of Woods' father could help deanse him, and the
ocampany, of their sins, is ane of the mare egregious exanples of carparate hypocrisy in soe time:

Hypocrisy's victory

But the reality is they are probably right. Bveryone is dearly anxious to get back to the way it was, and by the time
Woods walked toward the 18th green an Sunday he was similing and shaking hands with his course partner for the day;,
KJ. (hai, while receiving a standing ovation from the aowd.

No doubt most of those in attendance and watching on television will be happy to see Woods resune his golfing
prowess. After all, no public figure better synrbalised the power, purpose and determination of the US in the 2000s.
His fall from grace in many ways mirrored Amrerica’s - the gleaming stedl surface and sunny gaze tumed out to be, if
not quite rotten, then in need of majar reper.

The blow-badk of Woods' behaviour is being played out in frant of the wardd. Sois that of US policy. With enough
reflection and determination, ane can hope that Woods will rise above the hypocrisy that apparently has defined nmuch
of his professianal andp'exsanl life

But it is much harder for countries to do this, as it demands not ane, but millians of people, from political leaders and
cammentatars to adinary dtizens, to reflect deeply and honestly an what brought themto their present situation

Perhaps if the fog renmins lifted far lang enough, ane may be able to grasp the beginnings of the process of noving
away fram pdlitical and media cultures based an hypocrisy, greed and power and toward cultures that actually support
peace, freedom and dignity.

Meak LeVine is aaverdly visiting professor at the Ceriter for Middle Fastern Studies at Liad University, Sweden
His books include Heavy Metal Islane Rock, Resistarce, ard the Sinvgzgle for the Sovd of ISlarn and Inpossible
Peace: Isracl/Puestine Since 1989.

Source: Al Jazeera
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