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The White House
Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release July 27, 2010
Remarks by the President After Bipartisan Leadership
Meeting

Rose Garden

12:30 P.M. €EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Good aftemoon, everybody. | just concuded a productive discussion with the teaders of
both parties in Congress.

This was one of a series of regular mestings that | called for in the Siate of the Union because ) think it's importart
for us to come together and speak trankly about the challenges we face and to work through areas where we don't
agree; hopelully find some areas where we do.

Our conversation today focused on an issue that's being discussed every day al kitchen tables across this country -
- and that's how do we create jobs that people need o support their families.

| believe that starts with doing everything we can lo support small businesses. These are the stores, the
restaurants, the starl-ups and olher companies that create two oul of every three new jobs in this country —- and that
grow into the big businesses that transform industries, here in America and around the world.

Butl we know that many of these businesses still can't get the loans and the capital they need to keep their doors
open and hire new workers. )

That's why we've proposed steps to get them that help -- eliminating capital gains taxes on investments, making it
easler for small lenders 10 support amall businesses, expanding successful SBA programs to help these businesses
access the capital that they need.

This is how we creale jobs —~ by investing In the innovators and entrep
prosperity.

that have always driven our

These are the kind of common-sense steps that folks from both parties have supported in the past -- steps to cul
taxes and spur private sector growth and investment. And | hope that in the coming days. we'll once again find
common ground and get this legi p d. We shouldn't let America’s small b be held ge 1o
partisan politics -- and certainly not at this critical time.

We also talked about the nged to move forward on energy reform. The Senate is now poised to act before the
August recess, advancing legislation to respond to the BP oil spill and create new clean energy jobs.

That legisiation is an important step in the right direclion, But | want to emphasize it's only the first step. And |
inteng to keep pushing for broader reform, including climate legisiation, because if we've leamed anything from the
tragedy in the Gulf, R's that our current energy policy is unsustainable.

And we can't afford to stand by as our dependence on foreign oll deepens, as we keep on pumping oul the deadly
poflutants that threater our air and our water and the lives and Evelihcods of our people. And we cen't stand by as
we let China race ahead 1o create the clean energy jobs and industries of the future. We should be developing
those anergy and ing those high-wage, high-skill jobs right here in the United Slates of
America.

That's what conprehensive energy and climite relorm would do. And that's why | intend to keep pushing this issue
forward.

| also urged the House leaders to pass the necessary funding to support our efforis in Afghanistan and Pakistan. |
know much has been written about this in recent days as a result of the substantial leak of documents from
Afghanistan covering a period from 2004 to 2009.
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Benghazi, Libya

President Obama
condemns the attacks on
an American diplomatic
post in Benghazi, Libya
and praises the service of
those who lost thek lives.
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The Annual Census data report shows that we
have made progress digging our way out of the
worst economic crisis since the Great Deprassion,
but famiiles are still strugghng. Congress must act
on the policies President Obama hag put forward
to strengthen the middle class and those trying to
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According 10 a new report, consumers saved more
$2 billion in the past yesr, thanks to new rules that
protect paople from insurance industry abuses
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While I'm d about the disclosure of sensitive Information from the baltiefield that could potentially VIEW ALL RELATED BLOG POSTS
[ dize individuals or operalions. the fact is these documents don'l reveal any issues that haven't already

informed our public debate on Afghanistan; indeed, they point 10 the same challenges that led me lo conduct an

extengive review of our policy last (al.

S0 let me underscore what I've said many times: For seven years, we failed to implement a strategy adequate lo
the challenge in this region, the region from which the 8/11 atiacks wers waged and other altecks agains! the Facebosk YouTubs
United Stales and our frlends and allies have baen planned.

Twitter Vimeo
That's why we've substantially increased our commitment there, insisted upon greater accountability from our Flickr ITunes
partners in Afghanistan and Pakistan, developed a new strategy that can work, and put In place 8 leam, inchuding
one of our finest generals, 1o execute thal plan. Now we have to see that stratagy through. Google+ Linkedin

And a3 | told the leaders, | hope the House wil act today to join the Senate, which voted unanimously in favor of
this funding, to ensure that our troops have the resources they need and that we're able to do what's necessary for
our national sacurity.

Finally, during our meeting today, | urged Senator McConnell and others in the Senate to work with us to fill the
vecancies that continve to plague our judictary. Right now, we've got nominees who've been waiting up to eight
months to be confirmed as jJudges. Most of these foiks were voled out of committee unanimously, or nearly
unanimously, by both D and Republicans. Both O end Republicans agreed thal they were
qualified 1o serve. Neveriheless, some in the minority have used pariamentary procedures time and again to deny
them a vole in the full Senate.

\f we want our judicial system to work - it we want to deliver jJustice in our courts ~ then we need judges on our
benches. And { hope that in the coming months, we'l be able to work together to ensure a timelier process in the
Senate.

Now, we don't have many days left before Congress is out for the year. And everyone understands that we're
less than 100 days from an election. It's during this time thal the nolse and the chatier about wha's up in the polis
and which party is ahead threatens to drown out just about everything else.

But the fofks we serve —- who sent us here 1o serve, they sent us here for a reason. They sent us here fo listen
to their voices, They sent us here 1o represent their interests -- not our own. They sent us here to lead. And | hope
thatin the coming menths, we'll do everything in our power 10 live up to that responsibility. Thanks very much.

END 12:37 P.M. EDT
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SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
1000 DEFENSE FPENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000
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The Honorabla Carl Levin
Chairman

Committes on Armed Services
United States Senate '
‘Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman;

Thank you for your July 28, 2010, letter regarding the unauthorized disclosure and
publication of classified military documents by the WikiLeaks organization. 1 share your
conoerns about the potential compromise of classified information and its effect on the
safety of our troops, allies, and Afghen partners. -

After consulting with the Director of ths Federal Bureau of Iovestigation, | have
directed a thotough investigation to determine the scope of any unauthorized release of
classified information and identify the person or persons responsible. I have also
established an interagency Information Review Task Forcs, led by the Defense
Intelligence Agency, 1o assess the content of any compromised information and the
irapacts of such a compromise. Our inival review indicates most of the information
contained in these documents relates to tactical military operations, The initial
assessment in no way discounts the risk to national securlty; however, the review to date

has not revealed any sensitive intelligence sources and methods compromised by this
disclosure.

The documents do contain the names of cooperative Afghan nationals and the

Dopmhnent takes very seriously the Taliban threats recently disenssed in the press. We

" assess this ritk as likely to cause significant harm or damage to the national security
interests of the United States and are examining mitigation options. We are working
closely with our allies to determine what risks our mission partuers may face as g result

- of the disclosure. Thexe is & possibility that additional military documents may be
published by WikiLeaks and the Department is developing courses of action to address
this possibility.

The scope of the asaessment and nature of the investigative process require a great
deal of time and effort. I am comunitted to investigating this matter and determining
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approptiate action to reduce the risk of any suchoompromxses in the fisture, We will
keep you informed as additional information becomes avaflable.

Sinuercly,

fmm 8@

oo
The Honorable Jobn MeCain
Ranking Member




