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SITUATION IN'FORMA'l'ION REPORT 

VIEniAM PRISONER RELEASE 

Aa ta&Tl,J as 3. July, Hanoi had hrOI!dcast that t.h!"D!"! tJ~ s. prisoners 
of ~r would be fre~d. In an obvious proJ)aganda pl®y, similar t:.o ~hi! 
gar1iar release or ·prisoners .t.o Thomas HAYDm's t;roup, it HJJ:l announ~ed 
that the POWs vould be rele,ued to thf! custody or a delel!,~ttion or Ameri
can mnti-wr. i"epresentat;lves. Tile delesation mas l81ter identifi"3d as: 
S~ewrt MEACfUU\t of Philadelphia, Peace Secretary of the Jbnerican Friends 
~nice COMiiiitte,e;· Mrs. Anne SCHEER o:r Berkf!lley, Calirornim, trl.fC!! or 
R~l!lrt SCHEER, an editor of RJ\l.fi'ARTS magazinP.; and Vernon r.RI~J\RD~ an 
11nt.i-6nft o~anizer from Cambridgf!!, Ma.ssachuset;ts. Th'! FOWn verP. bt.er 
identified as V.hree Americ'ln a i nnen: Major, JamP.s F. LOW or Sa •Jsa lito, 
California, ~hose planP. VaS shot down by 8 missilP. last ~CP.mhl!lr 16, 1~)7; 
MaJor FrecfN. TRa.fFSON of Taylor.s, SC?uth C:!'rolina cop~·.1red tJJarch ro, l?f'8; 
and Captain Joe v. CARPENTER of Victorsville, California, captured 
FebrU&ry 15, 1968. 

On l2 JnJ.y, ~!\'! pacifist de~es~tio~ had a st.o)K'Vf.r in Ptu·i~ en
ro•.•.'t.e to Hanoi JA1ld in Paris met vHh Ambas~ador 111\RRlliAfl and separqt.ely 

·vHh the Horth Viet. delc~aUon to the Paris Conference. 

ConsidP.TRhle confunion ha:; P.vc-lved over Uti'! Ml'!A:!~ or the:Je 
1\merienn:; as was t,h'! ~~:tne 

1
tn t.he. pr~!•:iouc; rclP.on~ vhich 11llP.t:;"dl:1 lrri

t.ated Hanoi vhen "·i•e release!\ pnsoners vere ret~urnerl •.o t.h'!. u.s. t-y 
mili'.ary rat.her t-.hen comml!reial plane.· On lT~Tuly, ,. Hsnt'li h.~t:lr.'ls~. 
indice~.ad t.hat the m"ln vP.rc to he fret!d in't.ime to cat~h ···.he v'lekly tnt,P.r
nat.ional Control Cl"'mmir.sion rli.r::ht from Hanoi to Vienl~lane, Laos. trei.f;her 
the POWa nor the peace c:roup dele~ation vere on that flir;ht. llovevnr, 
t'n 18 July a Ha,oi hroadca:;t. st.;aten th11t the Vir.tnam Committee For· Soli
d~rHy With Pr~ressive Amer~.cuns' obtained. the pllt't.O rrom t.he. ViPt.nnm 
PP.ople 's Anrry politj.cal department and han~ed t.hr.m over to the l"'!presP.n
t.atiw.s of t;he,"American People's Anti-War:Movement." At; thP..cerP.mony 
t.h<!! Vietnamese reprP.sen~.at;iVP. point;P.d out t~hat; the release mas a "nP.v 
nP!niCP.st.Rt;io~ of the lenient and humanit.erian policy or t,hP. Gowrr•ment .. 
or the J:'!l!6l0ci"Jtie RP.pnhiie of Vietnam ann A w!ry signifJennt act.ion AI; 

t.hP. mment; vhen tho u.s. GovernmP.nl. is in tens i.fyin~ it.s ~riminal inn··· or 
lli';!':~RS 1'011 A~llillG I', l.hP. Vi.e tMmP.SP.. Pf.!OplP. 11 

•. 

. . \ . . 

V'!rnnn r.RIZ7.l\RD, "niprMnnt.inr. t.tTe Amf!rieans who Ol''J'OM ~h-:! v::ar . 
C'r ~wr.r~o:J lnn :In V:l11 t.llnm" t.hrm. :.;Jnfi<e 'lnd .l'lll~T~'!r1Jy, 11mmsr: nt;h,!r l.h I nrn 

• I'~ lfOr'lhle l;o .f;lte Nort.h Vio l,nrun.c~:c, :mid "Amnricrtnn. crm mr,rf!. r.l,!n rl:,r ~·!n 
the. stremsth or the Vietnamese people from' these humani f•arian acts' vhilo 
the American Government continues the war." 
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Th"! J"f!l~":;ed pilot. a Jl Lo;~ sp'lkP.. They exprcr.zr.d d'!"'!J' rrn t:. i • •ul~ 
t.o t.ht:: Gt'vernm~ttt r..f t:hP. OOV, Vietl"am P~ople ':; 1\rmy, !!nd t.~ VJ'!I.t::tii!'!!SP. 
J"'!OJ'lf'! i'or l:.hdr lmm=mr! ~nd leni~n ... rolicy. 'l'llo::!Y prr.m:IPI'!f) t.hat:. 1-~t~k 
in t.b<e u.s. they would makP. t.he Amerit:rtn Pf!t'ple und'!'r:ot.:tnd 1-P.t ~ ... r thP. 
great. d'!t.ennination of the Vietnamese people to remove ~r.ression and 
find national independence, freedom end reunification. 

·Arter the cerP.mony, t.he pilot.~~; an1 pacifi.st:.s l~rt. "hy c".lr ror 
an unknown dest.1nat-.1on. Failure of the pilots to a.rr,vP. at-. Vient.i-..nf! 
on the ICC plane on t.he 18t:h cansP.cl spec•Jlation thet t,he Nort·.h Vi'!•.nom-.se 
milt-It fly. them to Eul"ope for ::~ propa,.:'lnda appP.9rsJnc!l 111. t.he Por:tn Con
fP.J"f!nce. ·It VllS lat;er conject•tred t.hat they might cOin'!! out. t.hrou~h 

China o~ through South Vietnam. 

A traveler from Hanoi to Vientiane, who a~ked not. to h"! fdP.nt-
1fi<ed, said he hod seP.n t.he pilots at a news eonferr.nce in H'lnoi and 
•~h'l':. he do•Jbted that t.he pilots had made thetr st:llt;etm!rls l!nt:.ir~ly 
volnnt9.rily. He said ICC :;ourr.es in Hanoi ,;pncula•.r.rJ t.hi'JI; '·""! t:hr~-. 
lft'!n vill not lenv~ llt'rl.h Vi~tnam 1.1ntil t-.hey hs:rve made R prt'~IJI!.nd'l 

. t:our of aites where 1\merican l:!om"!;os had fallen. 

Cln 21 July :;~.evart-. t-W.J\ClL\l·t of t.h~? .1\nt.i-~lnr Commi t•·.P.e r'!rnt.~tlly 

t::thled !:.he Am'!ri~an Friends r::hurch Orr.~niz:tt.ion t.het. t.heir d~~rt .• ,rc 
vt'nld be dela~·~d t'ne veek hul. no reason V!!S ~iv'!n. ,1e r.t.rtl"! Dcrnrt:.
"'~nt, :lndicat.ed t.hq 1• lh"'!y h='\d nC\t recP.iVP.d nny l'ffit:iol infn·r'l!lnt.il•n 
r"!l~tHve to t!l'! rcl'!::~~e or d'~J"lrt,•.trl'! or t.he r.Hot:1. On ?3 .r•t{y .t.hr, 
f!r.rt.h Vie~~nnm ftmb11sn~dt'r t;o C:'3mho:Ji::~ n t:.131·.ed !;h"' '·· t.h"! pilot:-; W'!~ 
''l'l 1 rendy free" :-;in~~ '.h";t," h·HI l~t•r.n l.nrn~d t'Ve r 1.(\ mP.ml~f'rn ,.r !·.hl! 

[11!1'! rlt:fln Fac:i fist. Orr;::tn i za t. ion v11o c:am'!! to reef'! i ve ~.hem. II~ re ft.~t:r!d 
further details. 

~ on 26 .Jnl,v tht• "z:e lei! sed pilot.s" w~r-. no I; C\11 t.he ·vt::t!kly 
ICC fli~ht. t.o Vientiane. Thi.s fli.ghl" is !-;he C\nl~· sr.hedulrrl o ir l'!ource 
Hnkin(l tlort.h V'\ent.iane an•l ot.t'·::;idP. r.onn\.ries that; do~s ttt'f, ym:;:: 
through Conmfunfs t Ch] na. Tr:t ve l'!rs re:rorL'!d th~~i' h~trl S("'!n .. he pilots 
ond J:!ACifislis at. t;he Metro:role Hotel in Hanoi and t.hal. "'.hP.y ~r•~ 
Uvinr. well". Ttu'! Nl:'rf;h Viet.nam Ambassador tl" I.llCl& •.tho ~$ aboard 
t.h~ pian'! Mid tbat t11e pilot:; would "snon join thl!ir familiP.s ". Rt-.ate 
~~~rt~nt C\fficials again expressed puzzlement and di3appoint~nt 
ovl'.!r the delay. 

'MIF! ~ t.11 t.e ~}l.':lrt.:mcnt 's asr.ert.ed pu?.zlem,mt over t-.1,-. f11 ilnr'.! nf 
N,rt.h Vjr.t.nJtmese n•.•l.horitie:; •.o delivP.r t-.he pi lof.s t.o 1110:! wan· dorirJr.d 
:tn :'1 ''lt:'lld-fnr.P.d lin II hy Ro"'.!rl; r:ctmrn, Rn P.tlHor or :~1\MF/\R"f':': mr.:t?.in~ 
11ht.t::~ wil'r!. 1\nnr.. in,.. m•!mhnr or l.he J\nti-1i:'lr Commit.l.f1P. n~r.khu~ l;o hriw~ 
the tnP.n ~.o the TJ.:). 

SOURCE: Public news media 

~ELIABILI'l'Y: Unltno·.m 
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'l'h'! meaiMr:o or l;he A·nt.i-War ConunHt.ee are: 

~tewrt. MEAC111\M: (Jarnc:. ril~ll'.Art; l.ffi/\CJ(J\.f.t) ft. conl"idP.nf;fnl ::!f'ltrcc or 
·f.he FBI etlvised ('t;, 26 .J•Jne 1963 tht! •. hP. knew J.tEJ\r.HAI·I vhil'.! hoth W'!Tt! 

attending the Presbyterien Seminar:; at l.onisville, .Kent.neky. He st;.ai;P.d 
that MEACHAM knowingly .as.aociated wit-.h Communist Party ·memhers ee. the 
t-ime. Source staterJ thet in 19h2 he··receivP.d a latt~r frnm r.-.F.ACHJ\l·1 in 
which MEACHAM :st.a f.ad he was a Conunurli3 t~; t.hat. Commnni1im ws •~he Wl!ve or 
the future rind t.h~ t he. was throm;h vi th the chnrch. S•t~seqiaP.n t.ly, on 
31· March 1~,. ).fEACJWI was lia t:~d as a memrer or the ~.d Hoe Commit tee 
for ~h~ Triple Revolution (with S'lt:h ~rsonalit.i'!!s a:; 'l. ·n. "Ping" FERRY 
or t.he Fund for the Rep~thlic; Irvin~ LA1Jt'KS of the Cent·~r ·ror th~ St.udr-
or D!moerrtliic Instlt:.utions; Mi«:hoe1 111\RRIJJG'roll; A •• .r. J.1lJ:-:TE; Guntter 
1-!YRDAL,. Bayard RUS'l'IB, William ~lORTIIY, Linus- PJnJLING and llt•r.h B. JIESTER.) 
Be .vas a dele8ate ln 1~5 to t.he Helsinki Conference, ot.her doler;:at.e:s 
knovn ... o include Carl BIDICE of People's \olorld, Herbert; APTREKER, 
Chrlst.opher K0-:!1 or Pacifica RBtlio, VP.teran t.farxi·at A1'!xanrlcr TRAr.tfTEJfP.ttRr: 

·and H19rold. suPRIANO or t.he Ill.,.Poi3 Clubo of J\mer:lc11. In 1 .. ~5, AR JV!&~e 
sl!eretary or the A~riean Friends Sllrvicoe Commi I; •.M he vor; onP. or t.he 
lia~.ed sponsors or the Merch on W11shin~t;on for Fca~'! ln Vlel;~o.m, ~7 
tft'vemt:er 19'55. CH-her sponsor3 included Erich FROJ.I.,: l'. 'P'. n.F.J.tUlt;, 
Nic~ael HARRIRG"mt{, H. St.111irt. lnJr:tfES~ 1\rt.hur Hil·LRR, John LfVIS or mtr:c, 
C".arl OGLESBY or SOO, P.=lyard RUSTIN, Norman 'lltOJ.V\S, 'Dr. ~n.\o.min m:"OCY., · 
Dr. Edwin IWILJ.lrnG, and rttr,m.'lr \-TilSON or l.mP. There At"fl.JMny l!dflHiC\nnl 
referonees t.o. J.fl!:ACHJ\t., rer:nrdinc: his OJ'IposHion t:.o ~he llr.tJA: hi:~ nt::l.i•!P.:I.es 
v:ft;h T•tm Tovard Pelle"!, t.!1P. Committee for Non-'liolP."lt. A~l..iC\n, l.!1~ \-lt'rld 
Conr.I'E'!ss for General Disarmament. and PP.ar.e, ·the JJ~ttioMl Gonnre~:t ror 
Un"!mployment In:mrnnce, et.r:. liP. al'J'('!arn I!S ::~ tir.:na':.C't"Y on "ln "ArJ"'"'l 
1.(' ... h'! Cl•ns~iencr• e1' Aln"lri('A f't:' r req~~ ~7i t;h llt:lnQr i 11 Vie l.r.llm" ,.~311'!d hy 
·~.!1e C:at.ho1ie Worker, the Commit.t:ce f'or Non-.riolP.nt: Aelion. l.l!c ~~;~Jd~n~. 

F'!ace Union and t.he t.,ar Rcsist~P.rs IP-n~ue, :In whir.h the Gir,:m.l'":oriP.:; de
clllred their J'flfust:t1 to coopP.rat-.P. with t:.h9 Unit.erJ ~t..at.P.n Govcmm'!!nt in 
purnuin~ the war in ViP.t·nam o.nd pl'!!d~P.d to cn.courar,e ·conscientious 
obJection to milHary servic"! for that reason. 

Vernon GPI:l.zARD--A Confident.:llll so•trce of t.ltc FBI ndv:lsed in l.h~ 
l"l\&t. t.hat 2ft '('ersons F.ltt.ended r:m organizers co•1fr.renee hP.ld :In r.hi«:At"n 

. l'll 2P.-29 Dlcember 1963 for t·.he purpose of formin~ the "call to .IJ ft'nnd
inr, eonvent.lon to he held in June 1961~ for t.he form!\~.ion cr. a nev n!ltionl!1 

.. "':ll'Xist-~rient~rl youth OrB~ni.zation (t.he li.E.n. Dunoi:; Clul~t; or Am~:ric~). 
GFIZ7.ARD, t:t student from Swarthmore r.oll,eg'!, WBB one or t-.hos'! in attend
""~P.. He vas also repf'rt.ed hy an FBI source to have ba"!n prr!Ger.t nt a 
dinner t-.o hf'nor R::<lll"ln l.TI.mR (F.rjuclll;ional SecrP.'I.nry or th~ r.PUfll\) nnd to 
r•i·lr:~ nion"!y ror t.hP. Worknr, whir.h wn:; hold in Ph1l.ritlr.l'fll•1n on P7 .Tnnr. 
l.•.vJ,. 

Ann ::r:m·;F.R--'1\nn sr;nmm, l;be rormnr 1\nll'! l'nl.l.t!rri~lr1 t-lfo:lT.J.~, ir: 
th~ ..,if'! of Roh~rl; :::cttF.F:Jt, rqrf'!ir,n P.di l.nr or RI\Mri\R'I':; "'nd nr.ti.vi~l. in 

- t.he New Lett.·. ~he was ·born 1~ l<larch 1942 in Celifontla, the 'lau~;;.ht.~r 
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or .Tnhn c. s. WE:rtu:, II nnd 1\mlrJy \·lr.Il·In, ne., tv\VI::l. ~,., riFlrri~·l 
SCitEEn on 22 {'ct.ohe-r 1965. A '!onfident;ial so•1rr.~ or t:hf! FDI l'!dv1serl 
that she held an ann••al ao;ubscripl;ion. to t.he Conun!lnist; reorle 's World 
11t the time of her ll'llrria~e to SCREER. On her marria~te · BJ'J'licet.ion 
she list.ed her employment IJS "otudent." 
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16 August 1968 

PROJECT MERRIMACK· Special Report 

The. \Jashingt on Mobilization fbr Peace held a meeting 
on ~3 August 1968, to determine ways to .commence a campaign 
against chemical and biological war!.are. The group lald the 
groundwork for a long· t'ange · plan to impede the prodttction o£ 
biological watrlare W!Japons as well as curtailing research into 
this Cie~d. Five areas of Ppecial interest discussed during t.his 
meeting were: 1) Camp 0/etric:k, Md.; 2) Edgewood, Md. ,Arsr.nal~ 
3) Pine Blu££. Arkansas; 4.) Dugway· ProvinP,· Grounds, .Utah: 5) an 
area ~round ~!wer, Colorado, not called by name. 

It should be noted that a large number o! those participating; 
in this meeting wcrc known members of thc Women Strike for · 
Peace ( \YSP), and at onP. point in discussing financinl matters 
Barbara BICK. known WSP m.::mber, suggcslt'.d that the WSP handle 
the money as they were a sound, responsible gr~up. 

It was also reported at this meeting that the WSP will be 
holding a weekend retreat in September at a sun1mer can1p ncar 
Leesburg, Virginia. 

Attached is a copy of the flyer this group is pi anning Co 'lis
tribute. among other places, on the b~scs going to the dcntonstraticms 
durin,; the Chic:ag~. Democratic National Convention. 

AU.achnlcnl 
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SECRET RESEARCH· 
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HIDES DANG-EROUS WEAP-ONS 

1emical and biological weapons are powerful means of mass killing.• 

Barry Commoner, Ph.D·. 
Washington University, St. Louis 

Lological warfare is Public Health-upside down. It aims to hurt, ·to 

ipple, to des troy · ~- . people, · useful. animals,. food ·and other plants • • 

Theodor Rosebury, Ph.D. 
Prof. Emeritus, Washington U. 

~~rvation as a weapon of-modern warfare has the particular property of 

f:licting suffering on ci~iiians while doing little damage to tlie mil~tary." 

Jean r-tayer, Ph.D., D. Sc. 
Harvard University 

1tery surrounds the death of 5000 sheep near the Dugway Proving Grounds 

Utah where chemical a~d biological weapons are produced. 

~usands of acres of cropland have been destroyed by chemical sprays in 

r!tnam. ~ere is no assurance that these lands will ever be able to 

oduce crops again.-

emical sprays,· like Mace, are being used against demonstrators and strikers. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
u bavo a right ·and n duty to dom~nd of. your CongrcssmC'!n th~t theoc sccrc~t 

search -and-manufacturing projects be exposed and teJ.-minatcd:_ also to uJ:gc 

.tification of the 1925 Geneva Protocol. 

•r further information communicate with: 1\ 

men's Intcr·ni\tional League for l,eacf:'! and Freedom, u.s. Section 
06 to7alnut Street:, l'hil&~elclphia, Pcnrmylvania 19103 _________________ ...;,._ ________ _:_ _____ -·----··-· 
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1924 

19GO 

. ... -..... . 
1924 International Congress in Washington, D.c., urged that· 

. . 
its Sections 

Appoint committees to investigate the development of 

.chemical warfare and its special dangers, and to organi~e 

opposition thereto, both for the sake of ending it and as a 

means of educ;ating the masses as to.the.real character of war 

in general. 

t .\ ._,. 

·• . 

The Women • s Iri terna tional Leaque for Peace· and Freedom, U. S. • .. 

Section, said in February 1968 

We·view with horror that during these many years there has 

been an enormous increase in research in and .development of 

chemical and biological weapons by our government or under 

government contract. we abhor the callousness and the erosion 

o! morality of an increasing number of American scientists who 

ar·e devoting their professional lives to tho developme~t of 

such weapons of destruction. 

-
I 

f 

-
I --· 

We call upon the leadersof our government to take 

immediate steps to transform all centers of research in and 

production of chemical and biological weapons into centers of 

research in and development of the means for eradication of 

hunger and disease: and to d~stroy all of its existing stock

piles of chemical and biological weapons. 

. ;--,,... 

k
fl!· . 

, 

' 

We urge our govelrnmcnt to r_titify the l9l5 ocnev;1 .rro~oc~l 

outlnwinq chemical nnd bioloqic:nl wnrfare, und to work for :1n 

internatiof!al agreement banning the manufacture and u!>c.o£ -
chemical and biological weapons. e. -.. 
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AUSTRALIA 

AUSTRIA 

BBI.GIU)I 

8RITISII hPIRB. 

BULGARIA 

CANADA 

CIIILE 

crmu 

CZ&CIIO!lLO\' A KIA 

EGYI'T 

ETJIIOrJA 

FINLAXD 

I'RANCE 

CBR31A~Y 

CRREC:'E 

INilJ,\ 

IICAN 

Jlt.\Q . 

;-. 

Geneva Gas Protocol 

Protocol lor the Prohihition of ahc Use in War 
·el . 

Asph)-xiat""' P.oi!unoU. or~ Other Guea, · 
and of 

Baet~rin~ MciiiOds of Warfare,_ 

lipcd ~· c~ on 17 June t92S 

The text· of tiM! substanti,·e part of the protocol reads 
.. follo.-s: . 

""\\'ltt'n-as thr.· liM' in war ol asphyxiati~. llt'iloncw•s 
Or Otht."r ~51'S. and of all analn,N15 lilJUicJs. lllal~rials 
etr df!\~tl, has bfton· ju,ll~· ctmdenmrd . by the ~ral 
OJJinion nl· the d\il~ \\"Oriel: and, 

- "'\\.hl'~Tas tht prohibitinn· ol such use has been 
· dt"t'L'\ftod in Trc.oatin tu whic-h the majority al Powen 

ol tht." world are Partit'S; and, 

.. ,..,_ ..... c.ond that this anohihition shall "" uni\·l'rs.'tll~· 
acccplt-d ar. a part uf lntrrnation01l l.uw, bindin~ aiikc.o 
the Cf.lnsc-irrir'c.o and tht." prartino a( natianj; 

'.'Dft-larr; 
''11tat thr lliuh C ~nlractin~r Part irs. 11n .lar a5 thry 

are nol alrr:KI~· r:utirs In Trratin prohihitinu !IUCh 

usc, un·pl this l'rohihition, a~rrc to cxtl'nd this· pro
hibition to thf' II'K' nf ltc•u·tcrio~iral ml'lhod!l n( war
faR' nnd a~'""' lc.• !,... IJOund as bc-twffll thcmsc:h-n 
arcordin~t lo thf' tconus of thii dedaratio1_1." 

-n~e rru1aml h.,, he-m in rnrt"t' since 1 !l2R. h was 
ratifird b)· tl~e -12 rountrif'S listrd 1•rinr to World 
War II. It has hrm si~:n...d but not ratified by: 

RHAZII. 

JAI"AN 

NICARAC:t',\ 

RAI.\.ADOit 

tTNITJ-:1' h'TAn:.'4 
01' A:\IF.Im:,\ 

UIUICU,\Y 
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. IRELASD 

ITALY 

LIBERIA 

UTJIUA~IA 

LUXB.\IBURC 

TliE NRTIIEflL.\:"(US 

NB\V ZEALANn 

:\Oit\\" A, • 

rOitTUG.\1. 

R\T)IASIA 

sr.ux 

S\VEilRS 

. TIIAII.ANP 

1·ucmn.A\'IA 

~): w -
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~C~~~~;ssman: 
.. ~-·-·· . . 

·.'Ar~ you aware of the fact that in the State of ..................... 
. at . . . ' .......... ~ ............... • ................................. •· .......... . 

research and/or manufacturin9 of dangerous biological and ch~ical weapons 

is taking place, _largely in secret. We ·urge that this operation and .oth.ers· 

be exposed in Congress and that plans for termination be introduced. we 

call upon you to use your influence on the military to urge that existing 

stockpiles of chemical and ~iological weapons be destroyed and that theso 

installations be transformed into rese•rch centers for eradication .of 

hunger and disease. we ala9 urge our· senate to ratify the 1925 Geneva 

Protocol.outlawing chemical and biological warfare, which has already been 

signed. by 4·2 countries. Such action would help to restore the moral leader-

ship of the United States in the world. 
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