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INTERNATIONAL COMMISS!0!1 

Februnr,y 24, 1954 

Mr• Y. t:horluov 
Chairman. Student Council of tho I.GSR 
UU. tsa ll:ol'IJotkina 10 
Moscow • USSR .• 

Dear Mro Xharlamovs 

Jo • ', : 

. : 

~e have received your letter in response: to our pr0posol for 
a joint statement supporting the recent test ban treaty. We 
~0• r!~~~!~. ~h~~ n~ £P.!!~ ~!~~ !!~ !l c!~~r ~!~ ~~!~!~! ~!!C:!!'n 
tr~t st~ent$ skoUld support this epoch-mark~ng ini~iatlvo. 

Your suggestion that the state::~ent be arranged at the Florence 
Confcren~ for Peace. Disarcacent & National Independence iG an 
interesting one. to which we have given much careful attentlono 
We. of cOurs&g wf:ll always support any sincere undertal'.ing whiCh 
will encourage the world to live in p:oce. and any steps taken 
by st\:dents· to further this aim wUI receive our whole-hearted 
backing. · 

HOwever0 we feel. that because of the nature of the Florenee con
ference and the way::; in which it has been organized. USNSA can:. . 
not. in true faith to its principles. attend. While it 1s a noble 
idea for youth and students from throughout the world to c~e to
aether honestly. and in eamr.st to discuss ways to further peace azul 

- disar...amentD we feel that the fo:rura for such an undertaking "must 
provic!e . the maximum opportamity for fruitful discussion. · A aeaning
ful conference on_peace ~. disarc~~ent must necessarily a\~id 
st:rategeins and tactics designed to push fon:ard one point of vic1t 
to the exclusion of otherso Ke feel that the Florence Conference 
does not avoid these hindrances to true understanding. ·and we 
therefore tiiMot attend. ' · , · ·. 

Your contention that a joint statement by the student or~izations 
of· the USA and the USSR ~ould have an i~ortant effect o~·dclegates_ 
tu the Conference porhc.ps has solll8 1:1crit. Tberefore0 ete ero ·au 
the ~ore disappointed. that you eou1d not sign-the stater.ent ~~ sent 
to you before the COnference. ln the future. doubtless. there ~ill 

·be ~greater wJ.lli~gness to cooperate constructively. · · 

ton• A ... ,,nm A••kfaltf 
DAVID WINCIII 
"a:nonl f:Grto~ . 
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