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The National Archvies
Follow-up
Follow-up FOI request on appointment of new UFO desk officer, February 2007.
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The National Archives
Photographs
Colour photographs of UFOs received by MoD in 1998-99 and 2000-1
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The National Archives
Collection of FoI
Collection of FOI requests relating to Nick Pope released to Nick Pope in 2007.

























Halg now carefully examined the information we have, and in the light of the advice we h. received, we have concluded that all the relevant material we hold falls either under 
Section 40 (Personal Information) or Section 36 (Prejudice to the Effective Conduct of 
Public Affairs) of the Freedom of Information Act. We also consider that the following 
exemption applies to some of the material we hold: Section 41 (Information Provided in 
Confidence). In some cases, these exemptions apply cumulatively. The ways in which we 
consider that these exemptions apply is set out in more detail below.

Mr Pope’s original manuscripts are withheld under Section 40 of the Freedom of 
Information Act as Mr Pope wrote them in his personal capacity. They therefore form part 
of his personal data to which Section 40 applies and we consider that disclosure of this 
material would breach the data protection principle that personal information should be 
processed fairly. Section 40 is an absolute exemption.

Section 36 also applies to the manuscripts, to prevent the release into the public domain 
of material that we have asked one of our own employees not to make public. To do 
otherwise would undermine the clearance procedure. The procedure for submitting and 
examining manuscripts is conducted "in confidence" involving only those MOD employees 
who have a professional interest in the subject matter. As such, Section 41also applies as 
Mr Pope had a reasonable expectation that the manuscripts were given to the 
Department "in confidence" for the purpose of determining their fitness for publication. 
Furthermore, in submitting his manuscripts for clearance, Mr Pope might reasonably 
expect them to form part of the employer/ employee relationship giving rise to the 
common law duty of confidentiality.

As part of the routine clearance procedure, the manuscripts generated internal discussion 
between officials and communication with Mr Pope and his line managers about their 
content. Some of this information is withheld under Section 40 as it is personal to Mr 
Pope whilst some is withheld under Section36(2)(b) and (c). Section 36 applies because 
the material contains a free and frank exchange of views about editing the manuscripts. 
Records of internal discussions, where they exist, about Mr Pope’s statements and media 
appearances are also exempt for the same reasons.

We have considered whether it would be possible to redact the information that is being 
withheld in order to provide you with some material. However, we have concluded that as 
so much of the material is covered by the exemptions listed above, extraction would not 
be straightforward and would not leave any meaningful text, or would make the 
documents incomprehensible.

We do, of course, recognise that it is in the public interest to know that Civil Servants do 
not abuse their position, and we are content that the proper procedures are in place to 
safeguard against this. We have undertaken a balancing exercise to consider whether the 
public interest is better served by disclosure or by non-disclosure. We firmly believe that 
the latter applies in this instance, not just in this particular case but in order to preserve 
the integrity and effectiveness of the clearance procedure itself.

If you are unhappy with this reply or you wish to complain about any aspect of the 
handling of your request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an MOD internal review by 
contacting the
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The Information Commissioner’s guidance on the DPA is clear: "Information which is 
about the home or family life of an individual, his or her personal finances, or consists of 
personal references, is likely to deserve protection. By contrast, information which is 
about someone acting in an official or work capacity should normally be provided on 
request unless there is some risk to the individual concerned." (FOIA Awareness 
Guidance No 1, pg 3, Information Commissioner). As Mr Pope is a self declared "TV 
personality and former head of the MoD’s UFO Project" I submit that such risks are 
minimal or non-existent.

Furthermore, on pg 4 of the FOIA guidance note the Commissioner states: "It is often 
believed that the [DP A] prevents the disclosure of any personal data without the consent 
of the person concerned. This is not true. The purpose of the [DPA] is to protect the 
private lives of individuals. Where information requested is about the people acting in a 
work or official capacity then it will normally be right to disclose."

I submit that:

*Mr Pope was undoubtedly "acting in a work or official capacity" whilst in Sec (AS)2a 
1991-94 and that responsibility did not end in 1994 by virtue of the fact that he remained 
as a serving MoD officer during the period, in 1995-96, when his book was first 
published.

*His personal views on UFOs and his conflict of opinion with his employers cannot be 
defined as "private" as his version of the events surrounding the publication of his book 
have been widely disseminated in interviews given and articles written by Mr Pope to the 
present day.

*It must be in the public interest for documents relating to the MoD’s internal 
deliberations on both Mr Pope’s statements and on the contents of his book to be 
released, not least to provide the public with balance and context. At the moment all the 
public have is Mr Pope’s version of the sequence of events leading to his "conversion" to 
UFO believer and the publication of his book. Mr Pope frequently articulates his version 
of this story and until recently he was frequently presented by the media as ’’the MoD’s 
expert" on the subject, without official contradiction. Therefore, without the benefit of 
the official documentation relating to this period the public are unable to reach a balanced 
judgement about the accuracy of his stated version of the events surrounding the 
publication of his book. Once again, I submit it is undoubtedlv in the public interest to 
release this information.

Furthermore, it is my understanding that the manuscript of Mr Pope’s first book was 
submitted to the MoD for vetting and was eventually approved by the Publication 
Clearance Branch (PCB) after changes had been made. I accept that the contents of the 
original MS and discussion relating to those changes rightly fall under Section 41 of the 
FOIA (Information provided in Confidence) and are rightly protected. However, that 
protection cannot be extended to cover specific matters which are already in the public 
domain by virtue of the fact that Mr Pope has discussed these matters publicly. For
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example, in an interview published by the International UFO Reporter (fall 1996, pg 18) 
Mr Pope states:

"There was a faction [in the MoD] that certainly didn’t want the book to appear. I 
submitted the text to the [PCB]... to my utter amazement - and for the first time to 
my knowledge - the manuscript was returned with a short letter. . . It said a number 
of things, but the quote which stunned me most said that my manuscript was 
’completely unacceptable to MoD and quite beyond any suitable amendment.’"

At the moment all we have is Mr Pope’s version ofthis story. It must be in the public 
interest to release the relevant documents relating to the context ofthis statement.

I am conscious of the ;(600 limit for central Government for the processing of a complex 
request of this nature. Therefore I have carefully constructed my specific request as 
follows in order to assist you in locating relevant material for release.

My request, therefore, is for copies of MoD papers, records or other information relating 
to any or all internal discussion, policy and/or briefings in response to 1) public 
statements made to the media and 2) via the release of Open Skies Closed Minds by Mr 
Nicholas Pope during the period 1995-96. I wish you to include specific public interest 
material within the coverage of this request as follows:

a) Any internal discussion relating to Mr Pope’s public statements in the Mail on 
Sunday, 2 July 1995, The Independent 3 June 1996 and other press articles during 
1995-96

b) Any specific discussion relating to Mr Pope’s published statements that 
contradicted the department’s officially stated policy on the subject of 
UFOs/UAPs, for example on the ET nature of UFOs and their supposed defence 
threat.

c) Any papers, generated by MoD or its PCB branch, that relate to Mr Pope’s public 
allegation that ".. .there was a faction [in the MoD] that certainly didn’t want the 
book to appear." Specifically I request a copy of "the short letter" referred to in 
Mr Pope’s interview with IUR which allegedly said his manuscript was 
"’completely unacceptable to MoD and quite beyond any suitable amendment.’" 
and any related discussion which resolved this issue. As Mr Pope has spoken of 
this matter openly and in public it cannot be seriously argued that this material 
falls within the auspices of the D P A.

All three of these specific requests, within the umbrella of my main request, are - I 
submit - very much in the public interest and I believe the Information Commissioner 
would take the same viewpoint.

I look forward to receiving your response to this request and thank you for your attention 
to my letter.
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The National Archives
Nick Pope
FOI by Nick Pope requesting copies of any FOI requests that mention Nick Pope.
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The National Archives
FoI Request
FOI request by David Clarke for information on UFO report made by the crew  of a military aircraft inbound to RAF Lyneham on 18 December 2006.
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The National Archives
FoI Request
FOI request for background papers on parliamentary questions tabled by Lord Hill-Norton in 1996-97.
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