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DETAILS OF AGREEMENT (DofA)
METHOD OF CHALLENGING BY GUARDS

AND SENTRIES
AGREEMENT 
1. It is agreed that the NATO Armed Forces are
to follow the method of challenging by guards and
sentries detailed below.

DEFINITIONS 
2. These definitions are taken from AAP-6, “The
NATO Glossary of Military Terms and Definitions
in English and French” where applicable:
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a. Challenge. Any process carried out by one
unit or person with the object of ascertain-
ing the friendly or hostile character or
identity of another.

b. Reply. An answer to a challenge.
c. Password. A secret word or distinctive

sound used to reply to a challenge.
d. Countersign. A secret challenge and its

reply, e.g., NUTS = challenge, WINE =
password or reply.

GENERAL

3. The conduct of the individual sentry is to be
prescribed by the authorities of his own force and
may be varied in accordance with operational or
other special requirements.
4. Confusing or misleading replies to a challenge
are prohibited.
5. The countersign is normally prescribed by the
highest authority within a zone or area. This power
may be delegated, but higher authority must be
informed without delay when such power is exer-
cised by a subordinate.
6. When forces of two or more nations are in the
same area, the countersign should be selected from
words which can be readily pronounced by the
forces concerned.
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FIRING BY SENTRIES
8. The circumstances under which a sentry is to
be instructed to fire on persons or groups failing
to heed a challenge is left to national authorities
and must, necessarily, vary depending upon the
particular situation and the laws of the countries
concerned.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT 
9. This STANAG will be considered to have been
implemented when the necessary orders/instruc-
tions to adopt the method described in this Agree-
ment have been issued to the forces concerned.
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