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DD/S<iT-13£.n-76 

~1Et~lOR.I\HD'll1·~ FOR: Associate Deputy Director for A~~~inistration 

FRO~·I: Associate Deputy Director for Science and 
Technology 

SUBJECT: Parapsycl1ology Research 

REFERENCE: ~~emor~ndum from A/DDA to ADD/S&T cntcd 
23 February 1976, Su~jcct: SRI Report 
on Perceptual Augmentation 

1. Because you hnvo expressed an interest, as a 
Directorate, in the subject of p::rra:psyc~~ology, I \vould liko 
to outline our current research plans in this nrc:a. 

2.. As you r~:o.y·, know, wo elected. not to continue the SRI 
research project because of its substanti<ll cost n.nd because 
of tho genernlly negntive findings in the physiological por
tion of the research. Por exnmple, a pronising enrlier cor
relation between brain ,.:tave nuttorns and the on~off status 
of a hid.dcn light inside a screen rom~ was not substn.ntinted 
by tho most recent. study. The operationally oriented portion 
of the SRI work did yield so~e very iatcrcsting findings. 
Unfortunately, these were open to quost.ion because of pro
cedural shortco~ings, such as the lnck of controls. lack o£ 
predoternincd criteria fOT "hits,'-' failure to follow accepted 
doublo blind ~ethodology, nnd tho involvement of experimentnl 
team members thc~9elvcs as subjects. 

3. We do agree that the field requires close observ~tion, 
however~< until t'lC can identify pronisin~ :md potentially use
ful research alternatives. 1-i~o. have progrmr.1..1ad a significant 
survey project for FY-77 and a follow-on for FY-78. The 
FY-77 work will include sn in~de?th review of the recent 
literature, together with visits to laboratories doing sig .. 
nificant research in the fiold. The contractor will be a 
reputable scientist who holds neither a position o£ flat 
roj ection nor ~n nut right esxwusal of par~norrw.l phenomena. 
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SUBJECT; Pnr3psychology ~asenrch 

¥cnerally •. At the snnc time we will attempt to determine 
1nternal cr~teria a:J to Hhat types and levels of 11nr~:mormal 
pcrforr.tancc wottld be considcrctl h·:porttint to the Ar,cncy if 
they could be dorr.onstratcd. SG1 E 
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