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~lEI.!ORi\NDUni .FOR: Deputy Director for Science and Technology 

~3UBJECT Office oi· nese::~rch Pnd Development nnd 
Office of Technic:1l Service~ Parsnontml 
Perception Research Project 

1. It is recommended thnt a resenrch and development 
inves tig-n tion o~e pnranorm<Jl perception phenomena be ini ti
ated with Stanford Research Institute (SRI). A proposal 
for such nn investiu~tion is attached. Since this is a 
tightly directed advanced resenrch project, it is further 
recommended that the effort be jointly funded Hnd 1noni tored 
by the Office of Reser~rch rmd Development nnd the Oi':fice 
of Technical Service. The estimated cost for the proposed 
effort is $149,~05. 

2. The objectives of the proposed effort nrc twofold. 
The initinl emphasis of tile inveatit;ation will be to char
acterize and develop pnr~normal remote perception abilities 
which ~ppear to hnve been demonstrated under controlled 
labor~ tory condi tiom.~ by SIU. Since these phonon:ena n re 
unexplained and lnrgcly unexplored, the second objective 
would be to collect sufficient data nnd infonnntion to 
guide the development and assess the vnluo of n r.~ore com
prehensive progr~1m. 

3. !1 prcvions O'l'S project, ~.mm.mnris~ed in the n t t<~ chcd 
proposal, indicated the existence of pnrnnormel perception 
phcmomcnn. The phenomena. include remote perception of docu
ments, objects, 8Ctivities nnd locr.tions. 1'he demonstr<Jtcd 
reproducibility of such remote perception under controlled 
conditions strongly suggests these phenomenn nre nnd will 
continue to bo interesting to the intelli[;encc community for 
either offensive oporntional exploitntiou or defensive threat 
Dsse:::;smeut. 

4. The proposed effort will be concentrntcd in the 
nrens described in tbe Str;toment of Work section of the 
nttr:ched propos~l. In :-3umnwry these .nre: 2) Chnracteri:·.;:..
tiou o£ the remote perception a bi 11 ties of ~-~i ftcd subj ec tH, 

E/: :n.lPDET CL BY 0J9G87 

Approved For Release 2000/08/07 : CIA-RDP96-00787R00070011 0005-0 



-.· . 

- -Approved For Re~ease 2000/08/07 : CIA-~b~J~~~~+if8~o70011 0005-0 

~)UBJECT: Office of Research nnJ Dovelopl~cnt and 
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with emph~sis on those charncteristics-of most importance 
to intcllit:;enco rna ttcrs such r:!S rc:::>olution, informn tion 
transfo1· rate and nccuracy; b) Correlation of phyr:>iolog
ical responses to relinbility nnd occurncy of paranormal 
perception; c) Enhn ncement of thofJe a bili tie.E~ which seem 
to be t~tost u~Jeful to the intelli~;enco community; 2nd d) 
Exploration of new nvenues of research discovered during 
the course of the program. 

5. The proposed project is well suited to a joint 
effort by the Office of HesetJrch nnd Development nnd the 
Office of Technical Service. 'l'he proposed investir;ntion 
is ~ tightly directed ndvnuced rcse~n·ch project. It 
involves the explor~tion ol n demonstrated phenomen~ to 
determine the signific~)nco and limitntions of remote 
perception abilities of uJiftcdn individuals for intel
ligence collections. Necessarily a pnl'Bllel ofi'ort 
elucidnting the fundameutnl nature of the parnnorrn3l 
perception pl1enomt'~Un is proposed. This ft.mdnmenta 1 in-

. formation is required in ordr.:1r to develop nn orderly 
comprehenBive progrm1t which would le~d to the bDHic 
understanding ensential for the full exploitation of 
the phenomena :lor intelLigence nctivi ties. It is ex ... 
pee ted tlm t the combinn tion of .n tti tudes and experiences 
l'cpresentcd by OTS nnd OllD will produee titncly relovnnt 
results and insure an objective at>sessment of the signif
icance of those results. 

G. Tlle recor:lmcnt.ir~d l'l~oj oct should be co1n.plet0d by 
St.-:mford Hesenrch lnnti tutc. SRI hns produced sOli\€' oi 
tho rnost signii'icnnt invcsti:;a tions in pru;~norma 1 phe
nomena. This hnB occurred becu.use of the philosophies 
end Rbilities of the principal investigators. Those 
invest if;~ tors have c~:Jt~; blishod cor.1petenca in the physica 1 
sciences and in pnrnnormal phenomenn research. 'l'boy hnve 
been responsive to past OTS directives nnd are w1llin~ to 
investigate intelligence rolntcd npplicntionc. SRI has 
given these investigntors the institutional inte~rity nod 
fncilities ncccssnry to nchieve creditable research in 
both the public nnd n more restrictive privr.to domain. 
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7. Although tho controversy nssociatod with para
norma 1 research r:my cre~l te some unique security p:roblmr.s, 
they ~1·e not insurmountn blc. These problems include 
embarrassment of be in~; invol vcd in :1n assmued fr~ud; the 
potential adverso propaganda associated with the use of 
psychic mind altering or control techniques, and the 
fact th::1t some subjects r.1ny b0 of questionable stability. 
These potenti::tl problems cnn be controlled becam.Je of 
the motivation and integrity of the principal inveeti
gators. Both the investigators and the Institute have 
solid reputations and derive much of their support from 
government project:-;. Invol vcmm1t with fraudulent experi
ments, publication of poor experimcmtu tion alld open 
nssocia tion with CIA would be dch.!terious to the careers 
of the investigators and the croditnhility of tho Institute. 
For this effort, we recommend a secret level contr~ct but 
rem.nin .flexible to other securit.;l a:rrangenents 'vhich could 
be implemented as deemed necessary. 

Enclosure: 
Proposal 

John N. McMahon 
Director 

Office of •rechnicnl Service 

Sayre Stevens 
Director 

Office of Research tllld Devc;~lopment 

1\PPHOVED: 

Cnrl E. Duckett 
Deputy Dlrcctor 

.i:'or 
Science nnd Technology 
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The objectives of the proposed effort are four-fold. 

Approximately 50% of the effort will be directed towards the 

investigation of the opportunities for the operational use of "gifted" 

individuals; twenty percent will be directed toward)establishing 

those characteristics which will enable us to identify "gifted'' 

subjects: twenty percent will be directed towarctSinvestigation of 

the neurophysiological correlates of paranormal activities; ten 

percent will be directed toward, validation of paranormal experiments . 
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