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is the only techmique possible for the

e . . . S L : i ver e .
the situation must be the result of prior physiological activity, identical in earough evolution which, however, The most likely alternative is that ‘idea

case; for example, if it is claimed the light movement is the result of movevelopment of biological chult‘ezharactefistic of the level of consciousness
particles in the aqueous humour, everybody must have the same sized partiontrol’ is an inher'cnt- quallty‘ Orbiolo ically, the only conclusion must be t.hat
in exactly the same place at the same time, moving in the same direction atavolved, and since 1-t did not arise assgiﬂg,; ¢ Sis itselfnot a physiological er}tlty.
same speed, and this situation arises every time the experiment is carried me stratum of conscpusness enlcot“gb tﬁe ‘i’dea’ hypothesis in the apparitlopal
The chances of such an occurrence arising {ortuitously are remote in the extrer ‘The significance of the part p 2’% € ]%]and does not arise here. However, taking
in fact, virtually impossible, and these conditions apply lo any theory based oheory hasbeen fully covered by Lyrre

. isite stratum of
c o0 . . . . i -ohysical nature of the requi
physiological function. The inference is obvious. ato account the possibly non-phy

. o ise from one or More
. . 1 s . . . le that an ‘idea’ could arise
What appears to be taking place, according to the ‘idea’ hypothesis, is thatonsciousness, it 15 clearly POSS‘bde a plausible theory for several other types of

first all the observers perceive the light as stationary. One observer claims ‘sychical sources and thus prOV;f he psychically inspired ‘idea’ is of a scene, 'it
light is moving upwards’ and each observer then has an ‘idea’ in barapsychological phenomena. 1 ¢ tif 1i¥erature of people finding themselvesin
consciousness which creates the image of the light moving upwards, and lould explain the many accounts in i thess have historical associations, We .
responsive observers will see the light doing so, as Gregory points out. otally inexplicable surroundings, aI;ecor ded by Jourdain and Moberly.” If.the
In the case of the solitary observer, whose sensory image of the light is et the Versailles type ?f.eXpeg}enceition the ‘idea’ may well create a holy ﬁg_ufe

primarily influenced by an ‘idea’ the image remains either stationary or movesybserver is of, say, a religious lsgl)sh i’l widely different in their presentation,

an entirely random manner. On the other hand, most observers are ablen a grottooron a §hurch wall. Alt ougtS of perception already discussed, are1n
control the movement simply by ‘willing’ it (i.e., by convincing themselves thill these manifestations, and those aspe henorgenon, that is, an image arising in
are able to do so), as with the anemometer effect described in an earlier issuefact simply different aspects, of the onef]zm 5 dga for’which in some cases there is
the Journal.? Control of movement is total and the light can be directed the consciousness on the md'ucememo ) .
whichever direction may be desired, or it can be rendered stationary. Thpparently no physical basis. late on the nature of the ‘idea-pattern’ and its
observer sees it follow his ‘willed’ direction because there is now an ‘idea’ in ti. It is probably useless to specuia eb cause if these are non-physical entities, as
consciousness which is controlling the behaviour of the image. Most people wassociated stratum ofconsclousnﬁssa hce human intelligence, with its limitations,
have no difficulty in confirming this phenomenon for themselves. their behaviour would suggest, t d,en tthem We might have no alternative but to

As has already been mentioned, experiments with autokinesis and voluntamay be incapable of coimpreh“en l“g_f stat.ions However, the extensive range of

perception strongly indicate that the visual images being perceived arise simphe content with ob'SCI'Vmg their manite erate sﬁggCStS that this situation already
from a belief (i.e., Tyrrell’s ‘idea-pattern’) in the observer’s consciousness atphenomena in which they appegr tohog brain identity theory and lends credence
are apparently not related to activity of the visual cortex. Ample confirmation (presents a serious c‘hallenge to the ‘;“110

this situation is provided by hypnotic hallucinations which arise from an ‘ideio many of the claims of parapsychology-

implanted by an external agent. There would appear to be little doubt but thi .
the percepts from all three sources are created by the same mechanism, comprid.{shford, Kindlestown Hill
the same elements and exist in the same area of consciousness. Since sensory an Delgany, Co. Wicklow
hallucinatory images are indistinguishable, there would appear to be goog/RELAND

grounds for including sensory perception. However, there is one seriow
objection in that sensory images are obviously not initiated basically by an ‘idea

but by a brain state, and yet it can be shown that their behaviour may b

. - . .. ROM ITALY
cannot be an integral part of the image (contrary to a widely held opinion), ne F

can it create the image as some k.md of physto?oglcal appendage. It seems merelj by CARLOS S. ALVARADO
to provide information from which the consciousness may, or may not, create ¢ /

percept.

) izion'is a topic that
Normally, in the creation of a percept, consciousness always follows a pattern  [y;s ussion on the relationship of psi Pheﬂomﬁ?aland (rg ;g;OI:C:/Si::N ﬁPOm the
in the visual cortex, and it does so with meticulous exactitude, as otherwise lift recurs in the literature of religion and parapsyié(;_/?)gys()me have argued that
would clearly be impossible. Such an arrangement has undoubtedly come int p;u-upsvchologic"‘l point of view sce Tho‘_.xl_ess, o f's and experiences (Lang,
existence, as Tyrrell points out in considerable detail, through biclogica ssvchic phenomena are at the root of religious belie
necessity in the course of evolution. Nevertheless, the overriding control of sucha 7 -

reliable procedure by an insubstantial ‘idea’ is a phenomenon which indisput- ¢ Complete AN

. Y | Rele@s: %Qg ¢ The Ghosts of the Trianon. Th
ably exists, as can be demonstrated experimentally. How and Y ) L )?QDPQG»GQ'ZQZRGOGAO&&ZB‘O&'] 19 i{ﬂll/ Ll))i(z)::?),wh:’thams.: D, The Conple
puch am alen nfluenee becﬂrﬂﬁ barF]BT al 95@8 ‘érta]n Y-nol UDVENTURE edited by M. H. Coleman. Welling g
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ig?gi)(;nott}l:gsisartghue that the phenomena provide evidence for 2 basic tenenchronisms are parapsychological phenomena consisting of ESP communica-
1953) i’he latt:e . C)'(IS(;cnce ore e }_)hyswal aspect of human beings (Rhiyn between the visionaries” brains while in an altered state of consciousness.
COmm.on interes: lr eT}in s us that rellgl?us studies and p arapsychology shargwever, one wonders if such an explanation is necessary- The al%thOI'S (_io not

Other writer }? © dc9ncep t of survival of bodily death. snsider the effect of practice, or previous experience of the children in the
religions such as a\éc . lscugsed psychic phenomena in relation to specoduction of the phenomenon. It is conceivable that after having had months or
addition, there ;g ubalsm (Bazak, 19?2) an(-i Islam (Grunebaum, 1966).:ars of experience of trance behaviour the children have learngd a routine of
Christian context Y lf s rlrlm(:h attention paid to psychic phenomena in {ovements while in trance and have developed shared assumptions about the
saints (Thurston lsgf():.? = tdose reported fo occur arot nd Catholic mystics apsition or movements of the apparition,or sensibility to subtle sensory cues that
1985). More recentl ), al? p he'nomena such as Marian apparitions (F reixetiay be helpful to coordinate the phenginena descril?ed as synch.ro.msms. This
discus.sed in a ccn;1 ¢ ef topic of parapsychology and religion has’ bepnjecture may not be substantiated by ‘empirical evidence, but it is the sort of
1987) and is froe crenlc ¢ th-e Parapsychology Foundation (Shapin & Coppsideration that we have t0 take into account before concluding that the
Christian Paraps cb(};;er.n; Y zonhs idered in contemporary publications such henomena in question may be explained by recourse to an ESP process.

One of the mJOSt egzs and the Journal of Religion and Psychical Research. " Two other presenters discussed psychic phenomena associated with particular )
Ttalian journal O r(zlcep;f: }O)nmb,utlon_s to the subject in question appeared in hdividuals. Father Reginaldo Thorel talked about Parar}ormal phenomena ins
is the Jrocee dinu: erfm zlggmﬁflwlogw (1989, Vol. 20, whole issue). The jourthe life of St. Catherine of Siena. His discussion 1pcluded mention” of
aspectsp of the reli t_o EL. ? anference held at Bologna to discuss differecombustibility, visions and knowledge of the hidden sins of People. Thorel
briefly summariz lorlls ip of religion and parapsychology. In this report I wygued that miracles are not considered so. jmportant now as in the past for

Father Andre:isali{cgs;ln rg::ste(r)lltle:ihc contents of thefprgceedings. yurposes of canonization. The individual’s vir\{ues are receiving more weight in

: . an overview of ideas about psyc FOCESSES. .

?}?ee%’:&e;z g} i}}ie ((:]E}llthOl;]C Church, The coverage ranged from the aCti‘I;)it?CS}tu c(?ifnszrlo Rosati described a variety of phenomena f*eported arour_ld .the

Prospero Lambe f' i I?I”C such as Tertulh-an to the 18th century activities [ndian swami Sai Baba, who claims to be an Avatar. This mc}uded descriptions

phen}z)men rfl‘m, nown as Pope Benedict XIV. According to Resch psychyf phenomena such as materialization of objects and healings. However, In

the mcmbei ar?t?i Ir(ljtlireSt O ihe Chu‘rch because they may foster worldviews Rosati’s opinion this is not the important aspect of Sai Baba’s phenomena. He
may manifessf in © Shureh tl‘{at e dlfferent fron? Conv‘entional doctrine, or thplaced more importance on the spiritual transformations that were reported to
appariti dh ways consistent with Catholic beliefs (e.g., some cases pccur to people around Baba. The procecdings also include a shor% paper about

pparitions and healing). Parapsychology, says Resch, may be useful in terms Baba’s doctrine and interpersonal relationships by Angelo Chiari. Readers

t M - . . R R
studying the authenticity and causes of miraculous claims. This is a point thinterested in more in depth information about Sai Baba should consult

Z?tir?;;inhlaéi:e:e,fgdeebg; (()jtr};er Zt.?rdents of the SUbj‘CCt “”hem Ijor example, aHaraldsson’s (1987) recent book on the subject. . i 4
from ‘demonic’ or human pa o er?nces between ‘true’ mystical phenomen  The rest of the presenters dealt with conceptual issues. Emilio Servadio argaue
Other presentations mapbranlo rm_% occurrences (e.g., Farges, 1920/1925). that psi phenomena arc partly physical and partly metaphysical or transcenden-
with phenomena re ortedy t ¢ classified in two gcperal groups: papers dealingal. Since science deals with the physical world the sc':lentlﬁc methov:.l wlas
conceptual issues ’ o occur around particular individuals and witconsidered to be inadequate for a complete understanding of psi. Similarly,
In one of the m‘ost interesti - Sergio Bernardi argued that the idea of diﬂ"?rent levels of reality is clearly seen 1ri
Marco Margnelli summarizegg papﬁrs (})Ift}}e Copference Giorgio Gagliardi anEastern religions and philosophies. Psychic phenomena was seen as a natura
five children that daim to h PShYCd op ysxologwal re.se;?.rches conducted wit]'part of systems such as yoga. ‘ o
Medjugorje, Yugoslavia. O avef ?1 visions of the Virgin Mary since 1981 & In contrast to the above mentioned papers Alfonso di Nola rejecte (tje
‘synchronisr,ns’ ogr mov m ?e of the phenomena the Chﬂdr_en show is that dexistence of a transcendental world. Instead he postulated an Obj?CthC and a
during ecstasy. The c}?il dcrn S (})1r gestures don'e at the same time by all childrersubjective reality. He suggested that all paranorma.l OCCULTences (m(.:ludmlg‘ O
include visual and audito < E v(;e been §ubjected to a variety of tests whid called magical and miraculous events) may be explained by human psi facu tu;s.
respiration rate mcasuresr)i evi y pﬁtc?tla.l’ galvanic skin response, heart aniDi Nola criticized scientists who do not want to study the parzimm:mal ?n't e
that while the children cia'n t e}?m or’s views the research has demonstrated basis of prejudice, as well as those that use the paranormal to justify re 1g£110us'
sensorially isolated from thlm to have their visionary experiences ‘the brain i prejudice. This paper provides a good balance to the other articlesin the Quaderni
to be caused by signals fe Cnvu}”lonmen-t, [and] the s’ynchronisms do not seem that argue for 2 nonphysical and tran_scend‘ental view of psychic phcnofr‘nena.
synchronisms fO};USgd on rom the environment.. . 7 Some of the studies of There was also a roundtable discussing the issues of the conference.
movements when they w : & rr}ovemhentS, T‘fv? children showed similar eyt Ferdinando Bersani summarized the previous papers and argufsd that parapsy-
showed that their eye r};ove € seeing the apparition of Mary-_AnaIYSCS of films chology presents two dimensions. One was the attempt to explam'pbf:nonlllena in
200 to 500 milli 4 Cclin C(}!Hmded with ez&ch other within a variation ol natural ways (i.e., as human faculties). Another was .th'e possibility that psi
milliseconds. Gagliardi and Margnelli interpret this to mean thai indicated the existence of a spiritual realm. In his opinion some phenomena
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suggest: (]) other levels of reality (NDEs); (2) survival of death (ND REFERENC'ES
mcdlumshlp); (3) mdependence ol the physical body (OBEs, ESP’ PK); andizak, J. (1972)‘\]11(1(11'5”1 and Psychic Phenomena. New York: Garrett. Jlical Counterfits. New York:

analogi i 3 . . A 95, Mystical P a Compared wilk their Human and Diab
Outli?lglc? with 1muracles (PK, materializations, apports, healing). He ;l;gc]s;i-:-. e(j9("}?3,:5fgjﬁfshe}'j'ﬁ"’ﬁ'ﬁmﬁ /1920,)

. . nz . ? . .
ed several explanatory models of psychic phenomena some of wh',ei;dogs, (1985). Las Apariciones de El Escorial. Madrid: Quinta.

focused on supernatural and human causal processes. o ebaum, G. E. von. (1966). The place of parapsychological phenomena in Islam. International

After Bersani’s comments ici i
participants and observers discussed further iss, Jounal of Parapgychology, & 2ADR0, it ’
related to the topic of the conference. For lack of space I will mention only t faraldsson, E. (1997). i e My Vi o, Gree
I owec tothe topiee 1 : ! I ‘ only twe o a (1894). Cock Lane and Common-Sense. London: Longmans, Green.
thes ts. Resch recognized the practical difficulties that the Church far;()g\". 0. (1928). Levitation. London: Burns Oates & Washbourne-
}_, ' demonsrating divine intervention when trying to explain miracles.. Filihine, J. B. (1953). New World of the Mind. New York: William Sloane, York:
iverziani commented on the differences between mediumistic and éaing‘api;% B., & Coly, L. (Eds). (1987) Parapylog Phlsap and (160 e 7
hapin, B.,

levitations, as seen in D. D. H i ' :
. D. Home and Joseph is vi P rchology Foundation. jes.’ ' ' ;
produced levitations through the use (;Jf” sp h(']opertmo, In l"llS view I_I.O[;:'hoaurl?s):? R. Hg-y(1977)- ‘Implications for religious studies” In S. Krippner (Bd.), Adoances i
psycnic energy, while Copertlnv Parap:fcholagitﬂl Research: 1. Psychokinesis. New York: Plenum Press, 175-190.

levitations were the product of his spiritual energy. This is reniiniscent of Leroy H. (1952). The Physical Phenomena of Mysticismt (J. H. Grehan, Bd.). London: Burns Qs1¢%
(1928) attempts to distinguish the levitations of saints and mediums Sufhurswm . 4 ’ d
attempts to establish different causal processes of psychic phenomer.la ; g
interesting but unconvincing because no clear criteria are offered to sustain sy
ideas. Even if we admit differences of magnitude in the phenomena 1;

explanation rrTa_y be one of different social or psychological contexts. R THE SPINELLI DATABASE
example, a religious setting may provide a psychological set (e.g., no sensel ' }
personal responsibility in producing the phenomena) in which levitations ar’: by BeTTY MARKWICK

oth((ajr' Phenomena manifest in a stronger way than in other contexts. Suj
zgztel)t(ltons fma}z fbe more psi-conducive than mediumistic seances or oth | should like to offer some comments o1 Rick Berger’s ‘Note’, in the October
_ . . . . T~ . B
s of psi-functioning. The point is that we have to consider oth)jggg Journal, entitled ‘A Critical Examination of the Spinelli Dissertation Data’.
?

possibilities before committing ourselves to explanati ing li i 3 inelli’s reply in the
for their support. & planations having little evidenfr,pje and page numbgrs refer to that article and to Ernesto Spinelli’s reply

The contributors to this conference mention issues that have been repeate same Journal

discussed in the literature on the subject. Some show interest in anomalo
phenomena reported to occur around particular individuals in a religio

. i sets
context. Others focus on how parapsvchology shows the existence of} Dr. Berger expresses SUrprise that the effect 51zesofrandomlyremovedsub

nonphysical reality, a basic t igi i to tri tuallv identical to the effect sizes of the original sets
y sic tenet of all religions. Still others argue for %0 trials (Table 3) are virtuall ¢ expected by virtue of the definition of effect

practical use of parapsychology in distinguishin ; lel). Y rely this would b
108} g between human and su ¢ (Table 1). Yet surely s : ize i
natural causal processes or in the authentication of miracles. But is the l)odI;fgSiZC: for a given hit probability and hit rate, C.fTCCt size 18 (&)I’lstat'lt fo; la&glz
knowlf:dgc of parapsychology consistent and reliable enough to help us exp]ofnumbelrs of trials. Or perhaps Berger’s point 1S that th‘e‘e ‘I:Ct Slpz ?‘if O}Zave'
these issues? The answer can hardly be a positive one. For one, we should [{randoml\' removed subsets are 00 close to those of the original setss ¥e :
b .

careful to avoid cor?fl.lsing ignorance of causal mechanisms with evidence fi Observed hits, 1,500-trial sets 672 528 386
transcendental' realities or nonphysical processes as some members of th Expected hits, 500-trial subsets 224 176 128.667
Parapsychologlcal community are prone to do. We also have to recognize hoi E-xpcctcd hits; 1,000-trial paired sets 448 '352 957.333
!mle we k'now about psi phenomena in naturalistic contexts such as the on (jbscx'\'ed hits, 500-trial subsets 221 167 125
involved in the literature on miracles. At this point the best we can do i Deviations , +3 19 +3.667
speculate within reasonable limits and be aware that if parapsychOIOgy'is goin Chi-square 0.0603 0.6903 0.1568

Ezlibfisomseamflgful for issues such as the study of miracles or the influence ¢ Tp (otal chi-square is 0.9074, 3 df, p = 0.82. This means that the probability‘Of
avg us environments on the‘mamfestatlon gf psychic phenomena it will havet },1aining a closer outcome in regard to effect size is 0.18 —which is quite
pay more attention to its subject matter as it occurs outside of the laboratory 11£cmar1(ﬁbl€

" u .

Institute for Parapsychology
Box 6847 Cuoice DISTRIBUTION MAaTRIX: DISGREPANCIES

e Ber i hat five of the ten rows of the choice distribution matrix
J : ercer points out that five ot the '
v tTablz 6) I[s)how unequal numbers of targets sent and received, although the row
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