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. . the onlv technique possible for the 

the situation must be the result of prior physiological activity, iden0cal in earough evolutio~ wh~chl po~e~~r, ~~e most (ikely alternative is th_at 'idea 
case; for example, if it is claimed the light movement is the result of mO\ie\·elopment o~ bwlogica . ~cu ue:s. h· racteristic of the level of consciousness 
particles in the aqueous humour, everybody must have the same sized partiontrol' is an I_nhe~ent_ qua 11Y. orb: t ically the only conclusion must be t~at 
in exactly the same place at the same time, moving in the same direction at ~volved, and smce 1~ did not anse 

10 ~Jng it 'is itself not a physiological e~tity. 
same speed, and this situation arises every time the experiment is carried Olle stratum_ of consCI?usness enfo:n~~ the 'idea' hypothesis in the apparitw~al 
The chances of such an occurrence arising fortuitously arc remote in the extren' The sigmficance of the pa~\; ~ e land does not arise here. However, takmg 
in fact, virtually impossible, and these conditions apply to any theory based oheory has been fully co:ere Y _ y~re ical nature of the requisite stratum of 
p~vsiological function. The inference is obvious. a to account t~e. possibly no~J ~~ t an 'idea' could arise from one or more 

What appears to be taking place, according to the 'idea' hypothesis, is ~hatonsciousness, lt IS clearly P0551 . de alausible theory for several other types ~f 
first all the observers perceive the light as stationary. One observer claims '~sychical sour:es and thus provif e: p ychically inspired 'idea' is of a scene, .1t 
light is moving upwards' and each observer then has an 'idea' in ~arapsycho~ogKal phenomena. . t t~ P~iterature of people finding th~m~elves 111 , •• 

consciousness which creates the image of the light moving ,upwards, and !ould explam .the many acco~~ts m ~ if these have historical assocmtwns, w~,,.··· 
responsive observers will see the light doing so, as Gregory points out. otaJiy inexplicable surroun m.gs, an rded by Jourdain and Mober1y.5 lf,t-he 

In the case of the solitary observer, whose sensory image of the light is ~et the Versailles type ?f.expe~~ence.;.eco the 'idea' may well create a holy fi~ure 
primarily influenced by an 'idea' the image remains either stationary or moves)bserver is of, say, a rehgwus 11

1s~~:~ Ionh widely different in their presentatlo~, 
an entirely random manner. On the other hand, most observers are able~ a grotto or. on a :hurch wah. ougts ofperception already discusse~, ~re ~n 
control the movement simply by 'willing' it (i.e., by convincing themselves thtll these man~festatwns, and t f o~e aspec heno~enon, that is, an image ansmg 1~ 
are able to do so), as with the anemometer effect described in an earlier issuebct simply d1fferent asp~ctd~ 0 t e 

0

1
nefp 'idea.' for which in some cases there IS 

I 2 C 1 f · 1. . d: · on them ucemen o an ' the Journa . ontro o movement IS total and the 1ght can be d1recte the consCiousness . 
whichever direction may be desired, or it can be rendered stationary. T~pparently no physical basis. 

1 
t the nature of the 'idea-pattern' .a~d its 

observer sees it follow his 'willed' direction because there is now an 'idea' in tL It is probably useless to .specu a \on se if these are non-physical entities, as 
consciousness which is controlling the behaviour of the image. Most people w~ssociatcd s.tratum of consoousn~ss, t~c~~man intelligence, with its li~itations, 
have no difficulty in confirming this phenomenon for themselves. their behavwur would suggest, td~n ~ We might have no alternative but to 

As has already been mentioned, experiments with autokinesis and voluntarp1ay be inca~able of co~preh;n mg.~ et~~ions. However, the extensive range of 
perception strongly indicate that the visual images being perceived arise simpi}Je content w1th observmg their mam es ate suggests that this situation already 
from a belief (i.e., Tyrrell's 'idea-pattern') in the observer's consciousness anphenomena i~ which they appe~r 10. 0~e~rain identity theory and lends credence ·,, 
are apparently not related to activity of the visual cortex. Ample confirmation In resents a senous ~hallenge tot e ~~~ 
this situation is provided by hypnotic hallucinations which arise from an 'idefto many of the claims of parapsyc 0 ogy. 
implanted by an external agent. There would appear to be little doubt but th~ . 
the percepts from all three sources are created by the same mechanism, compri#Asliford, Kindlestown Hzll 
the same elements and exist in the same area of consciousness. Since sensory a~elga'!}', Co. Wick low 
hallucinatory images are indistinguishable, there would appear to be goo,JRELAND 
grounds for including sensory perception. However, there is one seriolli 
objection in that sensory images are obviously not initiated basically by an 'ideal 
but by a brain state, and yet it can be shown that their behaviour may ~ 
controlled by nothing more than an 'idea'. This implies that the visual cortei 
cannot be an integral part of the image (contrary to a widely held opinion), no: 
can it create the image as some kind of physiological appendage. It seems mereh 
to provide information from which the consciousness may, or may not, create 1 

p \RAPSYCHOLOGY AND RELIGION: RECENT CONTRIBUTIONS 
' FROM ITALY 

by CARLOS S. ALVARADO 

percept. . d l'gion is a topic that 
Normally, in the creation of a percept, consciousness always follows a patten Discussion on the relationship of psi phenome~al an (~ 1 

a review from the 
in the visual cort~x, and_ it does so with meticulous exactitude, as otherwise_lif{ recurs in the literature of rcl_igion and parapsy~~~~)~YSo:e have argued that 
would clearly be Impossible. Such an arrangement has undoubtedly come mtc . raps\·chological point of vieW see Tho~l~ss, b r f: d experiences (Lang, 
existe~ce,. as Tyrrell points ?ut in considerable detai~, .through biologicar ~~\·chi~ phen~mena are at the root of rehglous e Ie s an 
necess1ty m the course of evolution. Nevertheless, the overr1dmg control of such a l · 
reliable procedure by an insubstantial 'idea' is a phenomenon which indisput· rh ('h t· f the Trianon The Complete A.V 

. . Qn'lo;,An().1+9(19ll/l9RB) ,,e ,os.!q ·. 
ably exrsts: as .can be demonstrated expenmentally. How and l/.Q')i, .tl;e.rA_~pge .. ~7t9~0004 ~~~~,;;an. W~llingi)on:ugh: \'orthants.: The Aquanan Press. 
such an ahen mftuence bec~lllC..fflVetfF~JRelE!!i~Sei~Q!g~ ~~rtaYJfY not .t!!IF.\ u Rl: cd1ted b: :-.1. H. c · 

• ..,.., 'l'll 
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Notes 
journal of the Society for Psychical Research [Vol. 56, No. ~ly 1990) . 

. 1 henomena consisting of ESP commumca-
1894). Others argue that the phenomena provide evidence for a basic tenefnchronisms are pa~apsy:h?logi~a P h'l . altered state of consciousness. 
religion, that is, the existence of a nonphysical aspect of human beings (Rh~n between the viswn~nes brams ~ 1 e ~n a? necessary. The authors do not 
1953). The latter reminds us that religious studies and parapsychology shan0 wever, one wonders If su~h an exp a~atwn IS erience of the children in the 
common interest in the concept of survival of bodily death. msider the effect of practice, 0~ prevw~s ~~pthat after having had months or 

Other writers have discussed psychic phenomena in relation to spectoduction of the phenomenon. It IS ~once~a h~ldren have learned a routine of 
religions such as Judaism (Bazak, 1972) and Islam (Grunebaum, 1966). ~ars of experience of trance behavw~ t ~ c ~shared assumptions about the 
addition, there has been much attention paid to psychic phenomena in t10vements while in trance and ha.v: eve ope 'bi'lity to subtle sensory cues that 

. . . . fthe appanuon .or sensi . Th' Chnstmn context such as those reported to occur around Catholic mystics <lbsition or movements o. h :L d scribed as synchromsms. IS 
saints (Thurston, 1952), and phe.nomena such as Marian appari~i~ns (Fre~xe4ay be helpful to coordmate t~e P d e~~=~ric:l evidence, but it ~s the sort of ~ 
1985). More recently, the topic of parapsychology and rehg~on has' bebnjecture may not be substantiat~ .Y p nt before concludmg that the 0 
discussed in a conference of the Parapsychology Foundation (Shapin & Cobnsideration that ~e have to ta ~ ~ntod ~ccoucourse to an ESP process. o 
I 987) and is frequently considered in contemporary pub)ications such henomena in questiOn ~ay be exp ai~·e hy remena associated with particular •• f ~ 
Christian Parapsychologist and t~eJo.urnal of Religio~ an~ Psychi~al Research. . . Two other presenters ~Jscussed psy~ t~~eJ:~out paranormal phenom:n~ .. lW'' ~ 
~ne ?fthe most rece~t :ontnb~twn.s to the subject m quest1_on appeare? m thdividuals. Father Regi.naldo Th·o~a. His discussion included mentiOn of ~ 

!tahanJournal.Quadernz dz Parapszcologza (1989, Vol. 20, whole Issu.e). Thq.ourJbe life o: .s.t. C~t~enne of Sie led e of the hidden sins of people. Thorel g 
IS the proceedmgs of a 1988 conference held at Bologna to discuss differencombustibihty, visiOns and kno~d g d . portant now as in the past for ~ 
aspects of the relationship of religion and parapsychology. In this report I Wtrgued that miracles are not ~on~I 'dere l' so}: s are receiving more weight in N 

b · fl · · · t. The mdivi ua s vw,.ue en ne y summanze and comment on the contents of the proceedmgs. )Urposes of canomza wn. ' """ 
Father Andreas Resch presented an overview of ideas about psyclruch processes. . . f henomena reported around the g 

phenomena in the Catholic Church. The coverage ranged from the activities• Giancarlo Rosati descnbed ~ vane~y 0 A atar This included descriptions cb 
the Fathers of the Church such as Tertullian to the 18th century activities Indian swami Sai Baba, who c~ai~S ~0 e ~n b:' cts ~nd healings. However, in ~ 
Prospero Lambertini, known as Pope Benedict XIV. According to Resch psych>f phenomena such as maten~hzatwn ° 0 ~e t of Sai Baba's phenomena. He 0 
phenomena are of interest to the Church because they may foster world views Rosati's opinion this is not the Im~~rta~\ aspe~rmations that were reported to o;: 
the members of the Church that are different from conventional doctrine, or thtplaced more importance on the spmtua J.ans also include a short paper about S 
may manifest in ways consistent with Catholic beliefs (e.g., some cases occur to people aroun~ Baba. The roclee. mg~·ps by Angelo Chiari. Readers ~ 
apparitions and healing). Parapsychology, says Resch, may be useful in terms ~Saba's doctrine and. mterpers~n~ re a~wns a~out Sai Baba should consult .. .,... 

d . h h . . d f . I I . Th' . . h d . In depth mwrmauon . .,... stu ymg t e aut ent1c1ty an causes o m1racu ous c aims. IS IS a pomt t <intereste m more h b' t -
has been made before by other students of the subject when, for example, aHaraldsson's (1987) recent book 0~ ~ e su ~~~;1 issues. Emilio Servadio argued ~ 
attempt has been made to draw differences between 'true' mystical phenomen1. The rest of the presenters deal~ WI~ ~on~ep a tly metaphysical or transcenden- g 
from 'demonic' or human paranormal occurrences (e.g., Farges, l9201l925).that psi phenomena are par~ly P ysiC~ a~ j r orld the scientific method was o 

Other presentations may be classified in two general groups: papers deali11Jtal. Since science. deals with the P ysicla t wunderstanding of psi. Similar!?', ~ 
with phenomena reported to occur around particular individuals and wiltconsidered to be madequatc fo:da cofmdpcre e t levels of reality is clearly seen m II) 

· ' d' d tl t the 1 ea o Iueren 1 cu 
conceptual Issues. . . . _ . . ~ergio Bern.a~ 1 argue :a . s Ps chic henomena was seen as a natura ~ 

In one of the most mterestmg papers of the conference Gwrg1o Gaghard1 am,Eastcrn rebgwns and philosophic · Y p ~ 
Marco Margnelli summarized psychophysiological researches conducted wit!'part of systems such as yoga. . d ers Alfonso di Nola rejected the ~o.. 
five children that claim to have had visions of the Virgin Mary since 1981 a:~ In contrast to the above men~~n; ta~ he postulated an objective and a ~ 
Medjugorje, Yugoslavia. One of the phenomena the children show is that ciexistence of a transcendental worh · ~t ea normal occurrences (includin~ so "C 

'synchronisms' or movements or gestures done at the same time by all childrersubjective reality. H~ suggested t at )a pa:e explained by human psi faculties. ~ 
~uring e~stasy. The c~ildren have been ~ubjected t_o a :ariety of tests whicl

1
called magi.c~l_and m~rac~lous eve~~ n:a:ant to study the parano~mal ~n- the e 

mclude VIsual and auditory evoked potential, galvamc skm response, heart an~Di Nola critiCized sCientists who h the paranormal to justify rehgwus c. 
respiration rate measures. In the author's views the research has demonstrated basis of prejudice, as well.as those ~ ~t luse to the other articles in the Qpaderni .!t 
that while the children claim to have their visionary experiences 'the brain i1 prejudice. This paper pro:ndes a goo a andcental view of psychic phenomena. 
sensorially isolated from the environment, [and] the synchronisms do not seem that argue for a nonphysical andl trad~scen .e g the issues of the conference. 

. • . _1 1 oundtab e Iscussm 
to be caused by signals from the environment .. .' Some o'f the studies U\ There was a so. a r . h . s papers and argued that parapsy-
synchronisms focused on eye movements. Two children showed similar eye Ferdinanda Bersam su.mma~Ized ~ e previ~~e attempt to explain phenomena I~ 
movements when they were seeing the apparition of Mary. Analyses of films chology present.s two dimensiOn;- In~ wasAnother was the possibility that psi 
showed that their eye movements coincided with each other within a variation of natural ways (I.e., as human _a~u tiles). 1 In his opinion some phenomena 
200 to 500 milliseconds. Gagliardi and Margnelli interpret this to mean that indicated the existence of a spmtua rea m. 
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Notes 

Journal of the Socie{y for Ps)lrhiral Research [Vol. .'i(), No. ~ly 1990] 
REFERE:'\iCES 

suggest: (J) other levels of reality (NDEs); (2) survival of death (ND . dl'-·f··Phenomena.:-.lewYork:Garrctt. . N \' k· . . )" · . , S . kj (l'l7'l)judmsman .neue . H dD"blicalCounteifezts. ew or. 
mcdm~sh1p!; (3 1_ndependence of the physJC~l body (OBEs, E ~' PK); and~;ac~. -~- ( \g2s). Jvfystical Phm~mena Comfwred with thm uman an w 

0 

analog1es With mJracles (PK, matenahzatwns, apports, healmg). He •.Bg · e'1• (First published in Frencl.1, 1920.) .d Q . . enzmg . d El E · 1 Madn · umta. 1 outlined several explanatorv models of psychic phenomena some of w"eixedo s. (1985). Las Apariciones e scorfza ·' ho.logJ·cal phenomena in Islam. lntemationa 
' "r · ' ( 1966) The place o parapsyc 

focused on supernatural and human causal processes. runebaum, G. E. von. :._
280 

After Bersani's comments participants and observers discussed further iss1Journal of Parap( .IJ9'c8/~)lo!J!M' ~' 
2
1
6 

are if, Visiting Cards.' London: Century. 
f ldsson E l 1 zrac es '"' L Green 

related to the topic of the conference. For lack of space I will mention only twcara -\ (1•894) Cock ·Lane and Common-Sense. London: ongmans, · 
~hese commen~s. Re~c? re~ognized ~he practical ~ifficulties th~t th~ Church ~a~~;;.: 0. (1928~. Levitation. London: B~rnsN~~~o~k~~~h~:;r~~~ane. · . 
m demonstratmg divme mterventwn when trymg to explam miracles. Fd~ine,j. B. (19::>3). New World of theM)~~- aps chology, Philosophy and Religious Concepts. New York. en 
L. . . d h d'Lr b d' . . d . . . B & Coly L (Eds) (!987 . ar ry I IverzJam commente on t e Iuerences etween me mmistlc an sam apm, ., ' · d . · · Ad · .,... 

. . . D . I . . ' p s ·chology Foun atwn. d" , I S Krippner (Ed.), vances zn 0 levitatiOns, as seen m D. . Home and Joseph Copertmo. n h1s v1ew Hor arap ~ R H (1977). 'Implications for religious stu Jes. n · 
7

• _190 o 
d d I · · h h h f h' h'] C · ~houless. · · k. . '-i York· Plenum Press, I :J · 0 pro uce evitaUons t roug t e use o psyc JC energy, .w 1 e opertm( Parapsvchological Research: 1. Psycho zneszs. • ew .. · O H C han Ed.). London: Burns Oates. . •. N 

levitations were the product of his spiritual energy. This is reminiscent ofLerothursto~, H. (I 952). The Physical Phenomena of Mystwsm . . re ' .-'~·. ~ 
( 1928) attempts to distinguish the levitations of saints and mediums. Sui _,.... o 
~ttempt_s to establish. di~erent causal process:s ?[ psychic phenome~a ~ g 
mterestmg but unconvmcmg because no clear cntena are offered to sus tam SU\ o 
ideas. Even if we admit differences of magnitude in the phenomena q LLI DATABASE ~ 
explanation may be one of different social or psychological contexts. F! THE SPINE \ en 
example, a religious setting may provide a psychological set (e.g., no sense! M · K ~ 

I 'b'l' . d . h h ) . h' hI . . . by BETTY ARKWIC 0 persona responsi I Ity ~n pr~ ucmg t e p enomena ~n w 1c evitatwns a~ cb 
other phenomena mamfest m a stronger way than m other contexts. Su! . k B , 'Note' in the October en 
conditions may be more psi-conducive than mediumistic seances or othl I should like to offer some comment~ on_ Ric f ~r~er_ s lli Di;sertation Data'. ~ 
contexts of psi-functioning. The point is that we have to consider otiJ1989 journal entitled 'A Critical Examm_atwn ~ t ~ pmte Spinelli's reply in the q:: 
possibi_Iities before committing ourselves to explanations having little evidentrable and ~age numb;ers refer to that article an to rnes 

0 ~ 
for their support. ~arne journal. (.) 

The contributors to this conference mention issues that have been repeated\ . 
discussed in the literature on the subject. Some show interest in anomalo~E SIZE AND HoloaENEITY b 
phenomena reported to occur around particular individuals in a religio~ FFECT pr'Ise that the effect sizes of randomly remov:~ sul sets 

. . Dr Berger expresses sur rr · f the ongma sets 
context. Others focus on how parapsychology shows the existence of! : bi 3 'rtuallv identical to the euect sizes 0 . . f :f£1 
nonphysical reality, a basic tenet of all religions. Still others argue for t~to tnals (Ta e ) ~r~~I would be expected by virtue of the defimtwn ° ~ ect 
practical use of parapsychology in distinguishing between human and supd (Table I)· y :t sur~. y ISbability and hit rate, effect size is consta':t fo~ ar~e 
natural causal processes or in the authentication of miracles. But is the bodylsize: for a giv:n

1 
ItOpro haps Berger's point is that the effect sizes ohr t e 

. . ! bers of tna s. r per h · · 1 ets;J We ave: 
knowledge of parapsychology cons1stent and rehable enough to help us explm num d b ts are too close to those oft e ongma s · 

. . . · domlY remove su se 386 these Issues? The answer can hardly be a positive one. For one, we should l:t ran · . 672 528 
careful to avoid confusing ignorance of causal mechanisms with evidence fo Obserwd hits, 1 ,500~tnal sets . 224 176 128.667 
transcendental realities or nonphysical processes as some members of th, Expected hits, 500-tna~ subs:ts 448 352 25 7.333 
parapsychological community are prone to do. We also have to recognize hm Expected hits, 1,000-~nal paired sets 221 '167 125 
little we know about psi phenomena in naturalistic contexts such as the one. ObserYed hits, 500-tnal subsets ±3 ±9 ±3.667 
involved in the literature on miracles. At this point the best we c~n do i Deyiations 0.0603 0.6903 0.1568 

speculate within reasonable limits and be aware that if parapsychology is goin: Chi-square _ 
2 

Th' s that the probability of 
to be meaningful for issues such as the study of miracles or the influence o' The total chi-square is 0.9074, 3 df, P - 0·8 "rr IS ~ea~ 0 18__cwhich is quite 

]. . . I ·c . f h. h . 'II h . regard to euect size I . re 1gwus environments on t 1e man11estatwn o psyc 1c p enomena It WI ave !1. obtaining a closer outcome m 
pay more attention to its subject matter as it occurs outside of the laboratory. unremarkable. 

Institute for Parapsyclzolog_y 
Box 6847 
Durham, NC 27708 
U.S.A. 
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CHOICE DISTRIBUTION MATRIX: DISCREPANCIES 
Berger points out that five of the ten rows of the choice distribution matrix 

'Table 6) show unequal numbers of targets sent and received, although the row 
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