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{Text of 12 My SRV Government 'statement on Vietnam's territorial waters, adjacent
areas, areas of special economic rights and the continental shelf "]

[Text] The SRV Government, with the approval of the SRV Mational Assembly Standing
Committee, declares its definition of the sea areas and continental shelf of the SRV

as follows: yuﬁ’VJ{ak

Y7 teTTitorial waters of the SRV are 12 adtical miles wide from the base line
Iinking the furthermost points of the ¢ coas the outermost points of Vietnam's
off'shore islands, measuring from the lowest tldal mark outward. The sea areas lying
inside the base line and adjacent to the coast are interior waters of the SRV. The
SRV exercises full and complete sovereignty over its territorial waters as.well as
over the air gpace, the bottom of the sea and the earth layers under the sea bottom
within these territorial waters.
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Ckz. The areas adjacent to the territorial waters of the SRVSLwhich are the sea areas
1mmediate1y outside Vietnamese territorial waters--are 12 r nautlcal miles wide. These
areas, together with the Vietnamese territorial waters, form a sea area 24 nautical
miles wide, measuring from the base line used to compute the width of the Vietnamese
territorial waters. The SRV Government will exercise necessary control over the areas
adjacent to its territorial waters in order to maintain security, protect its interests
concerning customs and taxes and guarantee respect for regulations on health, emigration
and immigration in Vietnamese territory or territorial waters.
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<: . The areas of special economic rights of the SRV bie immediately adjacent to the
‘Vietnamese territoria waterS*and~rorm,_together*w1th the Vietnamese territorial
waters, a sea area 200 nautical miles wide measuring from the base line used to compute
the width of Vietnamese territorial waters. The SRV has total sovereignty over the
exploration, exploitation, protection and control of 2ll natural resources, both
biologlcal and nonbiologicaly in the waters, the sea bottom and the earth layers under
the sea bottom in the areas of special economic rights of Vietnam; has the right and
special authority to set up and use projects, equipment amd artificial islands; has
special authority over other activitles designed to serve the exploration and exploita-
tion of these areas of special economic rights for economic purposes; and has special
authority for scientific research in the areas of special economic rights of Vietnam.
The SRV has authority over the protection of the environment against pollution in the
areas of special economic rights of Vietnam.

<:Tj+. -The SRV's continental shelf includes the sea bottom and the earth layer under the
sea bottom which is part of the natural extension of the Vietnamese continent and which
expands beyond the Vietnamese territorial waters up to the outer fringes of the continent.
Wherever the outer fringes of the continent are less than 200 nautical miles distant from
the base line used to calculate the width of Vietnamese territorial waters, the conti-
nental shelf will be extended to 200 nautical miles measuring from this base line.’

The SRV has full sovereignty over the exploration, exploitation, protection and manage-
ment of all natural resources of the Vietnamese continental shelf including mineral,
nonbiological and biological resources of the settled category in the Vietnamese
continental shelf.
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5. All the islands and archipelagoes belonging to Vietnamese territory and situated
outside the territorial waters mentioned in Article 1 have- thelr own territorial
waters, adjacent areas, areas of special economic rights and continental shelves as
specified in Artieles 1, 2z, 3 and 4 of this statement. »

6. Based on the prineciples of this statement, specific problems relating to the
territorial waters, adjacent areas, areas of special economic rights and continental
shelf of the SRV will be defined with more details on the basis of the protection of
the sovereignty and interests of the SRV and in conformlty with international law and
customs. - : :

7. The SRV Government will, together with the countries concerned and through negotia-
tions based on mutual respect for independence and soversignty and in conformity with
international lawy and customs, solve problems relating to the sea areas and continental
shelf of each party. ' . ‘
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Hanoil, 12 iy 1977
LAWYER CITES U.S. 'RESPO'ISIBILITY’ WAN‘I‘S { CONCRETE ACTS'
cw191606y Hanoi International Service in Ehglish 1000 GMT 18 may 77 oW

[Text] On 17 May ‘our correspondent interviewed lawyer Duong Van ‘Dam, member of the
Executive Committee of the Vietnam lawyers Association, about the responsibility andg
duty of the thited States to contribute to healing the wounds of war and to postwar
reconstruction in Vietnam.

About relations between the SRV and the Uhited States, lawyer Duong Van Dam says:

With regard to the Uhited States, the SBV Government has raised three main questions
of mubtual concern; they include: the seeking of information about fmericans missing in
action,f the U, S. contribution to healing the wounds. of war and postwar reconstruction
in Vietnam, and the normalization of relations between Vietnam and the Thited States.
These three questiens are interrelated and form the content of three provisions of the
Paris agreement on Vietnam. .

After underlining the goodwill gesture of Vietnam toward relations between the two coun-
tries, lawyer Dnong Van Dam points out: However, in response to the good will of Vietnam,
Washington has not yet given up its erroneous policy. It is still seeking to shirk its
duty and responsibility to contribute to healing the wouhds of war and. postwar reconstruc-
tion in Vietnam. lMoreover, the hited States is conducting a campaign of distorting

the correct stand of the Viétnamese Government, creating illusions among the publie

about its goodwill toward the prompt normalization of the relations between the two
countries.

U.S. attempts to run away from this resronsibility and duty 1S causing deep resentment
among the 'progres’sive public in the world and even in the United States. The whole
progréssive mankind has sternly condemned the criminal war or aggression against Vietnam
conducted by the thited States under five successive presidents. As for the United
States, this stain can hardly be washed out.

The crime of aggression committed by neocolonialism is the most serious one. All the
international lawyers's conferences and international tribunals have unanimously con-
demned the U.S. imperalists for violating the fundamental national rights of the
Vietnamese people and the right to national reunification and independence of Viethanm
as stipulated by the CGeneva agreements of 20 July 1954,
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