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WORLD DRUG TRAFFIC AXU ITS IMPACT ON 
r.s. ~mCllU'l'Y 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1972 

l f.~. S1·::•L\TE, 

SuwoJ\DHTTEE To 1 Nn:sTIGATt: THE 

AnT1nN1STR,\TJON op TIIE lNTEic'\,\L SEcFmTY AcT 

.\.ND (}num lNTF:t:N .\I, SECUHITY LA ws 

m·· TIIE C<nL'ltIT!'EE oN TIHi ,JunICL\nY, 
Washington, D.O. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:55 a.m. in room 1202, 
New Senate Ofliec Buildi11g, SP1mt or .J anws 0. Eastland (chairman), 
presiding. 

Also present: .T. U. SoUt'\Yine, l'.hit•f ('ounsPI. 
Tlw C11AIIDlAN. The eomrniHPP ·will <'OHW to order. 
VV c have e,onvmwd this heariug today for the purpose of exploring 

the world.wide drug tndlic and 11wrP particularly its effect on the 
security of the lJnited Stat«s. 

The dangerous and devious mqwcts of global drug traffic arc fright.­
ening; and, ·when tliis rnena<'P of nan·otics is tnrnRlakd into thf' terms 
of its impact on America nnll parti(·11larly on our youth, it is even 
more :frightening. 

Despite our <;Y<>ry dl'ort to b~ep drugR out of this country, illegal 
narcotics are C'oming in at a11 alarming and ever-increasing rate. Onr 
present antidrug apparatus has so far not. been able to cope with the 
tremendous inf111x of dn1gs. 111 spitP. of all we arc doing· to combat the 
flow of drugs, ·we are being o\·prwlll'lnwd. Thr situation is critical. 

I an1 convinced that '"e am no"· losing this battle; and if prompt 
decisive steps am not. taken, Wt\ \\·i I I most assuredly lose the war against 
dnrn:s. AmPrica and our srn·iP1v as we knmY it is in serious and immi-
1rnnt dangPr. · 

The study of global tlrng 1ratli<•, is fac:('inating. but frig;htcning·. It 
ici an extremely dangP.1·011s. higl1ly dPYi011s and imrnemely profitable 
lmsi1wss: but only internati.ona] (')'imi11als profit, 'vhile the world 
stands to lose. 

])111gs are threatening to imderrninr tlie very foundation of the 
Arn(\ricnn futnrr~onr youth. 

To recognize tlw impa!'t of drugs on tlJP , \merican scene--and par­
ticu l arl v on our young peoplP--OllP 11Pcds ,only to look at the most 
rrcPnt figures provided hv the FP(lPral Bnrean of lnycstio·ation on 
erirne in' t1m lJnitPd States. I am com·inced that drug:s ar~ a major 
foctm· in tl1is start] inp: inPrP:tSP in crinw in this Countrv. vVe will Sllb­
stantially reduce crime Only WhPll WP SU!JstantiaJly l'(:'C]HCC the USe of 
drugs. 
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Lo~ us look at the figures c.oncerning drug arrests for violations of 
narcotics laws : ~ 

Drug arrests increased eightfold in the last 11 years; 
Arrests for those under 18 were up by 30-fold, a staggering 

and start ling 3,000 percent; 
Arrests for those under 18 increased five times faster than those 

over 18: 
Drug arrests accelerated seven times faster than arrests for all 

offenses combined; and, 
In 1971, morn persons were arrested on narcotics charges than 

f.or murder, manslaughter, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault 
combined . 

. Las~ year, nearly a half million persons were arrested on drug 
v10lat10ns. ::\fore tlrn n half of these-52 percent-were under the age 
of 21, and almost a quarter of them--22 percent-were under 18 years 
of age. In fact, the largest number of those arrested were 17-, 18-, and 
lD-vcar olds. 

'i'o end the drug epidemic in this country, vve must get to the sonrcc: 
world drug traffic. \,\' e must stop drugs at 01u· doorstep, we must block 
the global routes of drug traffickers, we mnst put out of business inter­
nationa 1 hoodlums who- profit from drugs, and we must dry up the 
sources. This will come only through cooperation--c!ose cooperation­
amonir the nations of the world. 

In this country, I a.m convinced that only through strong laws-and 
strong law enforcemm1t-can we roll back thP. drug epidemic. 

This is a deadly serious situation. Un1e:-:s America can conquer drngs, 
drugs "-ill surely conquer America. 

It is my hope thnt these hearings will accomplish two purposes: 
First, sound the akrt to a complacent public by gi •ring them the 
facts about a serious situation that threatens the well-being of every 
American: and, second. these hearings shonld point thr way toward 
new and dfcctive legislation that will P.nable the T7nited States to meet 
and oyercomr this challrnge of worldwide drurr traflic. 
p In :.\fay of this year, thP, Scmatr. Internal Security Snbcommittre 
commisioned General Lewis vV. 'Walt, retirrd Assistant Commandant 
of the :.\forine Corps" to dirPct a task force investigation of the world 
drug prnhlem. Genernl \Ya 1 t personally vis it.Pd 1:; conntries in the 
course of his imrestiµ-ation, and. on .\w.:mst 14, he tc'stificfl on the situ­
ation in Sontheast Asia. Thnrsclay mornin~~ lw will lw. appearing before 
the subcommittee for a second time to complete his testimony on the 
world drnir situation and what can he done to roll haf'k the clrua· 
epidNnic. · ' 

Our nlan. during 5 days of testimony, is to givP an ovPrall view of the 
drno- sitnation and look closf'lv at what ran 1hP done to eone with it. 

0~11' flrst lwaring todav. "The Hashish Trail," will deal with the 
imnad of drugs on the individnal. 

Otir s0coml hearinir, "The Intc~rnatiomtl ( 'nnnect ion.n will rl0sc:rihe 
thr "·orld of the dr11g traffickers and the machinPry of dmg traffic. 

In onr thirrl hearing, Genrral \-Valt will prPsent an O\'Prview of the 
world dr11ir nrohlem. and his recommenclntions for strengthening 
our C'ontro ls at both thP nationa 1 and international level. 

In our fourth and fifth hearings. the heads of the fonr maior divi­
sions of Government concerned with drug control, will each report 

.................................................................... ~ ........ , ................. ....... 
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on the special role played by their agency in the war against drugs. 
Also, Dr. Olav Braenden, who has headed up the United Nations 
Narcotics Laboratory since its inception 16 years ago, will testify on 
certain aspects of current narcotics research. 

Our first witness this morning, Suzanne Labin, is a distinguished 
French writer, the author of 15 books. She may very well be the only 
"\Vestern journalist who traveled the full length of the Hashish Trail, 
from its beginning in vVestern Europe to its end on the Indian Ocean, 
living with American and European young people, taking their life 
stories, and studying their progressive human degradation as they 
moved further along this infamous trail. 

General w· alt, you may identify yourself. 

STATEMENT OF GEN. LEWIS W. WALT, U.S. MARINE CORPS 
(RETIRED) 

General WALT. I am Gen. LPwis vValt, U.S. Marine Corps (retired), 
and I have done a study for the committee, Internal Security Subcom­
mittee, having to do with the international drng traffic problem. 

The CnMRMAN. Now, proceed. 
General WALT. Mr. Chairman, this morning I would like to con­

tinue our testimony by taking a look at the human side of the drug 
problem. 

Last June, you directed me to make a trip around the world, and I 
visited certain countries. One of the countries we visited was Afghani­
stan. We stopped at Kabul. the capital, for 1 day and 1 night. One of 
the most deplorable and saddening sights of my life I saw at Kabul in 
.l\.fghanistan. I saw literally hundreds of hippie-type people, youth 
from many countries, especially from the United States, on the streets 
of Kabul. These young people. many of them, have come from as far 
west as Antwerp and Paris. They have come down through the Bal­
lrnns, through Turkey and Iran, into Afghanistan. Some went up to 
K epal, and some planned to go down into India, and so on. This trail 
through Europe and Asia has become known as the "Hashish Trail.'' 

I had heard about it, but I did not realize the meaning until I got 
to Kabul and saw these young people on the streets of Kabul, most of 
them very poorly dressed, very dirty, many of them very emaciated, 
due to the fact that they had not had anything to eat for a long time. 

They come in there and they live on drugs primarily. Then can do 
this, because the drugs in Kabul are cheap, relatively speaking. With 
hashish, they can sustain their addiction there on about 40 cents to 
60 cents a day, and when they have this much drug they do not care 
for food. They lose their appetite and they lose their weight, and get 
down to where they are just skin and bones. These are the types of 
people Isa won the streets of Kabul. 

I tried to talk to them. They ha<l a dullness about their eyes that was 
j 11st unreal. These were young American kids, 15, 18 years old. They 
are a tragic proof of what is happening as far as our drng addiction 
problem is concerned. 

Now, this morning, sir, we are very :fo1tunate in having a witness 
who saw a Jot of this. She followed this Hashish Trail herself for 
several months, and she has written a book about it. This book is a 
\'cry internsting book. It is "Hippies, Drugs, and Promiscuity." That 
is the title of it. I have read the book, and I think anyone would enjoy 
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reading it and wonld get an awful lot from it. It tells the story of these 
young Americans and other young · people from other co~nt_ries 
who take this trail and get hooked on these drugs, and to me It IS a 
n~ry important part of the testimony, because it cloes get the human 
side. It shows what the drug addiction in the world, the international 
drug traffic, is doing to the young people not only of ltmerica, sir, but 
to.young people from Germany, England, and France .and other coun­
trJCs as well. 

It is a very sad story, but I think >YC are yery fortunate this morn­
ing, sir, in having :'.\-fadame Suzanne Labin to give us details of this 
storv. 

Tlie C1 L\IlDL\ N. l<lt>ntify yourself for the record. 

TESTIMONY OF MME. SUZANNE LABIN 

. }frs. lAmN. Yes. I am Suzamw LaLi11, a French writer ancl journa­
list and lecturer. 

I ham made ]() arotmd-tlw-world tours. and I han"\ \\Titten Hi 
hooks. I ha \TC been recent!;· interested i tt the drug traffic because I 
met a lot of drug ad(licts in Amel'ir'a, San Fraiwisco. Los Angeles, 
:\ew York, and l or:! years after tlw epicfomic spread into France, 
lta ly and all Europr, and I leamecl about the "Hashish Trail." 

So I <lccided to make the rnyage not only thrnngh Afghanistan, 
Kabul, and Nepal, through India, throngh Goa, but I have inter-
1~iewrd some hnndn·ds of them, indfridnally and in groups, in many 
countries. T hal'r visited a1l types of places wherP they gather and 
;.;tudiecl their m1y of I ife. I lnffe seen all degrees of intoxication, from 
ligl1t to lethal. I studied most of the existing literatures and research 
about drugs and hippies. I have discnssed the matter with renowned 
specialists, physicians, psychiatrists, directors of rescue services, repre­
sentatives of hospitals and the HPd Cross. thr Chief of foe U.S. Bnreau 
of Narcotics in Paris. chiefs of the French Xarcotic Squad, Ministers 
of Information, together with ambassadors and rnnsnls in the capi­
tals I ha rn visited along the II ashish Trail. 

I Jmye a master of sciern·n degree in physiology and chemistry, so 
I understand the tecllllicalities in vol l'C<l. 

The drug addicts l contar·tcd can be analyzed in the following >Yays: 
Age: Most were b1~lovi; 30, the bulk between 19 and '.25; many even 

under Hi. · 
Sex: Sixty pPr<"ent were mafo: 40 percent ft.male. 
~ationality: In all my ltl'onnd-the-worl<l tours, 40 percent of the 

addicts were Amerinms. Tlie n'1naincler, in decreasing proportions, 
were English, Germans, Senndinavians, French, Dntch. Australians, 
Italians, and Belgians. There were, on the 'vhole Hashish Trail, no 
significant contingent from Spain, Portugal, Greece, or from Latin 
c\meri('a, Asia. ancl Africa .. Most of them were people, your people, 
1vhite, from the vVestern ':Vorld. . 

Social level: Eighty percent ea.me from upper and middle class, 20 
percent from workrrs and farnilies of lowc>r income. X one were farmers 
or peasants. 

Cultnral levc>l: Ei!..':hty percc>nt of tlw rmrnways aborn 17 had at­
tended college for at lea.st 1 vear. 

K ow tlrnt> you have a general background about the fieJd, I will 
cover, together with my qualification to do it, my specific experiences 
and the conclusions I derived from them. 

-------------... ·---··· .. ·~11•••••'---~,,--------•1• ...... 
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TJJE TRIBC'l'.\InE!'> TIL\T FEED T!IE IL\Sll181I THL\L 

J\lr. Clrnirman, no\v I will niake a description of case stories. 
::\ly first contact with this partirnlarly tragic gronp was during 

the nights I spent in the police Htation of IIollywood-\Vest, once in 
19()8, a second time in 11170. 

Do yon know, ::\fr. Chairman, in Los Angeles, the law forbids chil­
dn•n under 1G to walk alone iIL tlie streets after 10 p.m.? During my 
nights in the police station, e\·ery L"• minutes the patrol cars brought 
i11 two to four teenagers who had been picked np clrifting alone. Their 
pockets were full of all kincls of drngs. Some had run away from 
tlieir families months ago. 

All these kicls showed the f'haraderistic dihtted pupils, vacant stares 
of hashish smokers. Some already liacl the discreet bnt chronic cough 
of the marihuana, addicts. All considered themselves advanced, su­
prrior to the sheep 'vho followed tlrn standards o-f backward school­
masters and pan'nts. Sevrral whom I interrogated revealed that they 
had dropped ont o-f school. Tiu~ pict.nres of runaways, claimed by 
their families, covered whole \rnlls o-f somr police stations from floor 
to ceiling . 

. Mcanwhilr, some years ago, thPre were only three or four pictures 
on these \Valls. 

A young boy a.ppeared to be an Pxpert trafficker all'eady. In a note­
book I discovered on him I react with amazement, elaborate schemes 
about prospectfre new customers to contact, new· drugs to test, and 
where to get them cheapest. Scrawled across a :fresh page in a bold 
yet childish hand, he had written "I rrrnst expand my empire." At 15, 
he had already lost his life. 

~\.fter this first and heartbrc•aking experience, I met teenage drug 
addicts all over the worla. The most atrocious scene I witnessed in 
this respect. occurred in October rnio, in a high school for boys in 
l fonolu lu. Tlwrr, one morning, morr than 200 boys got stonnd toget.her. 
During the snera l days pre\·ious, tlwy had been given free barbitu­
rate pills by sonrn pnshers art lw sd10ol entrn nee. 'l'he,se were of a kinrl 
that produced bad trips and tlwy were ernn more addictive than 
heroin. The Heene grew into slit•Pr horror. Thebo.vs >vere running: in all 
corners, shouting insmw things with shrill voices, tearing their gar­
nwnts to pieces, breaking P\Trythi11g, engaging in bloody rows. 

In Rome, Italy, I witnessP<l tlw policP sParch of a so-called sports 
club for teenagers installe1l on a hig boat on the Tiber River and at­
krnlcd by :!,000 boys and girls from ~o high schools. Instead of ath­
lPtic training. they '"ere giwn drng·-; of all kinds rrnd induced to have 
st>xnal intercourse. 

Tho reason for the extPnt of drng addiction among the teenagers is 
that the vonngrr thev are the easi<'r they are influcncecl and the faster 
thev bcc~mc :'Hl<lictcd. In addition. mirny teenagers arc very clever 
and discreet auxiliaries of tlH' trafiickC'rs. That is why the pushers 
eagerly cnJtivate that group of rustomers. ThPy often organi2e free 
distribution of varions drn<:?:s-Pven heroin-in high schools and 
collC'!;PS. The ehief of police] nwt in l\Ianila documented that ho had 
canght sonw. And in l\.fanila, r nwt l'n'sidPnt 1\fRn·os who told me the 
drng problem hacl reached a point of no-solution in his country, and 
his stRtPment. made the heallli11Ps iu all the press. 

82-848-72-pt. 2--2 
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In many schools, principals have confirmed the fact to me that the 
boys are given drugs in the school. 

Also, to promote the drug habit among teenagers, the pushers lrn 1'e 
~lcvel?ped a variety of mini-drugs, such as banana skins. This has no 
mtox1cating effect at all but by bein« taken in an atmosphere of 
clandestine initiation to artificial paraclises, it encourages the kids to 
go on to the true drugs. 

During a smoke-in party in a park in Vancouver, Canada, I watched 
a man selling balloons to children under U. He instructed them to 
sniff the Freon gas and get on a trip of several minutes. I saw one 
child after the other, from a long line, falling in the grass with the 
vertigo. I ]earned afterwards that this slliffiug can cause death, because 
the expansion of the gas freezes the lungs. 

Now, I will speak to you, Mr. Chairman, of the psychedelic 
churches. 

I want to mention the too little known plwnornenon of the so-callt•d 
psychedelic churches. The basis is in a decision of your Supreme 
Court. 

In accordance 'vith the freedom of religion guaranteed by the U.S. 
Constitution, the Indians are allowed to eat the cactus called peyote, 
during their religious rituals as they have fol' centuries. Peyote 
contains mescaline, a hallucinogenic drug. From this ruling, the 
hippie leaders, realizing that the words religion and cult are not 
defined in the Constitution, concluded that taking drugs could he 
exempt from legal restraint by pretending that they are sacraments 
in a new cult, and to use the stratagem, they advised lheir follo1yers: 

You must make a written "declaration of faith" stating that you use drug;; to 
elevate your souls; as part of a ritual of a new religion you have created. you 
put the declaration in a sealed envelope, send it to yourself, and keep it sealed. 
Your church can consist of no more than you and your girl with your bedroom as 
a temple. Should the police raid the place, you will open the envelope and prove 
that you were taking drugs as part of your religions ritual, and you could 
invoke the protection of the Constitution. 

This trick has worked pretty often, and was the basis for the 
creation of over a hundred pseudo chm·ches. I thought, Mr. Chair­
man, this loophole in your legislati \'e framework was worth 
mentioning. 

Xow, Mr. Chairman, I speak of my experience on the Hashish 
Trail. 

THE ITASJllSH 'l'H.\IL 

The most determined and most addicted hippies from the ·western 
"'\Yorld set out on the famous Ifashish Trail to India and its snr­
rounding countries where they hope to find a world of their dreams, 
a 'vorld of mysticism, detachment from material things, long hair. 
bare foct, minimal dress, free housing and, above all, cheap drugs. ;\ 
few affiuent hipnies from the United States of _:\merica take planes 
and can land directly in India because they can produce a retnrn 
ticket which is a nccessarv condition to get a visa. All the othe1·s, a 
great majority, 'YhO do not have the J11011ey for a roundtri_P ticket 
to India, must go to Afghanistan first and from there cross illegally 
into India. Th'e:v travel mainly hy hitchhiking in Europe, hns~s, 
lorries, and trains in Asia, often 1rnlking barefooted. "\Vhen they be-gm 
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this crusade there is flesh 0.1 their bones, and they enjoy outlmrsts of 
color, dance and music. Whm1 they anive at the end of the trail far­
away in Goa, they have turned, as "·e shall sec, into silent, gray, 
meager, slow-moving spedres, awaiting only death. 

The route goes through Yugoslovia, Greece, Turkey and Iran. The 
hard part is Turkey where the police are brutal, the cost of living 
high, where truckdrivers use to beat and rob their passengers and rape 
the girls and even the boys because of their long hair. In Ankara I 
met a desperate young American man who had just married a Dutch 
girl. His wife had boarded a different truck than he and she did not 
arrive and did not show up day after <lay. She had probably been 
Rold to a Saudi-Arn,bian brothel from which no woman ever gets out. 

Many of these drug crusaders--more than is commonly thought­
disappear during their travels, be it by death due to overdose and 
disease, or be it by murder. 

A quarter of a million pilgrims haYe giwn up mTen before Tnrkcy 
because of all the hardships or lack of money. 

Tn Turkey, another half abandon or fade away and most return to 
their countries, often even to their homes. Only the hardiest 25 percent 
get to Af ghu,nistan. 

Al•'HHANHlTAN 

There the picture changes markedly. It is a place of rest where the 
many hippies gather. As a matter of fact, the Director of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs assured me that his country had adhered to the 
U.N. Covenant of 1961 which prohibits drugs. And I have seen drug 
users arrested in the Cafe Keyber·--although they were soon back. 
But the tabernacles of the drugs in Kabul are the rooms in a belt of 
fleabag hotels. All of them are open to anybody's visit and are crammed 
with hippies taking drugs from dawn to dark. 

vVhy is that tolerated so openly? Because a foreign diplomat 
whispered in my ear, "The hotels belong to local VIP's." 

A bed in a communal room of one of these hotels costs 30 cents 
daily; 20 cents if the hotel does not provide blankets; 15 cents for 
sleeping on a table, and 10 cents for sleeping on the floor. As food is 
cheap, the hippies can make it for $1.riO a day, including the price of 
elope which is 20 to 50 times less than i11 the United States. 

By "room," Mr. Chairman, you rnnst understand it to be four naked 
and dirty walls with a door,' an ohs('ure 'vindow, and a pale lamp. 
No furniture; no water; no toil et. In some there is a fireplace in the 
middle; the pipes go through the window. The hippies sleep mainly 
in their own clothes as long as they have not sold them. 

There, gentlemen and Mr. Chairman, is the drng paradise. There, on 
the bare ground inside the heads of those lost youngsters vvho have 
traveled 10,000 miles to compose that scene. There is where I found 
boys and girls of all types, from a 11 our ('ivilizcd countries, "Boys 
and girls?" Or should I say "a third middle sex," because they are 
nearly indistinguishable under 1heir long greasy hair, their shabby 
pants, their loose shirts of faded colors. their stonelike complexion. 

Sexual intercourse is frpe; bnt after Kabul it is rare because per­
sistent intoxication by drng-s slowl.v (•xtingnishPs sexnal drin'. and 
power. 
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In a, minuscule room of the Hotel Fez in Kabul. I found two blond 
handsome German boys who were spending thei1: life lying· on their 
heel and testing ono mixture of opium and lmsb ish after the other, 
deadly serious. The two did not leave their room again. They had 
definitelv drawn the curtain between the world and themselves. 

I was "brought to this silent sanctuary of vacuity by a French lad, 
the son of a servant couple, who had escaped from the police in 
Marseilles and did not haYe a penny left. Ile was living as a, parasite 
on the two German parasitns. At the Hotel Noor, another room was 
occupied by five boys and one chap >Yhm;c face was permanently hid­
den by a vast peevish hat. The walking thing newr_spoke nor seemed 
to understand what happened or what was happmung all around. If 
there were degrees of vacuity, their eyes which sometimes appeared 
from under the hat, rPad absolute zero. Suddl'nlv. that hatted shape 
proved to be a girl by undressing herself witbimt knowing it. She 
was stoned practically all the time. And, Mr. Chairman, I can tell 
you that they were 11ot taking only hashish or opimn but were taking 
all classes of drugs, amphetamines, and lmrbitm·atrs with asprin. TlH\Y 
mix everything. 

Tn still anotlwr n1nnfocl romn of the Hamyau Hotel. a Canadian 
with piercing eyes, aded as a chieftain. I >ms to lParn later he was, in 
n~ality, an American deserter from the clraft who had procured a 
Canadian passport. He offered me a white powder to play with in my 
mouth. I refused, of course, but the powder was instantly accepted by 
an English hippie. The Canadian, the only one constantly ac.tivc, 
was surely a pusher. If the white powder was heroin, addiction could 
occnr in 2 "·eeks: in :2 days. if it "·as cocaine. N evcrtheless. all these ig­
norant. roommates pnt in their stomachs or in their veins whatever 
chemicals are offered to them without inquiring about the one who 
offers and without taking care of the most precious inheritance they 
possess : their brain. 

Dramas often oceur. Another American lad--and, of roursc, I am 
speaking to you more of the Americans because I think vou arc 
interested in your boys, but there are many dramas among the' French 
also. ~\.nother Aml'rican lad, whom I rescued from starvation with 
some dollars, led me to his room where I met a young, anemic British 
hippie who was sc<'king. with large tired eyes, some remains of life 
and v>as coughing all the time. vVhen I returned to the room some clavs 
later, I learned that he had 1licd the night before from an excruciating 
crisis. of asthma, exaggerated by lmflhif:h. ~ohody in the room had 
moved to call a clodor, ,d10 could have saved him easily, because all 
were high on drugs. 

My Fr<'nch friend told me that a fortnight ago a i~irl had cnt her 
veins to feel the magic intensity of the redness of her blood undrr 
LSD. Her blood whispered under her door all night, and in the morn­
ing she was dead. 

Urgent middle-of-the-night calls to lwlp a hippiP who bas swallowed 
an overdose arc commonplace. Help coming too late is also common­
place. 

XlcPAL 

Now. in Kahmmdn, Xrpal, thr grnernl pif'hu·p is thr same. vPry 
cheap life. and drngs in shabby hi:otros and rooms full of drug-takers 
from all \Vt·stern nations. One <liff Prcncc is that drngs there arc legal. 

______________ ........ ___ ._ ... , ....... --·--••11•-.•·1_! _________ ., ..... , 

Approved For Release 2005/04/27 : CIA-RDP75800380R000300070004-2 



Approved For Release 2005/04/27..; CIA-RDP75800380R000300070004-2 Ii 1 

Jn a restaurant I had the shoek of reading, printed in the menu, 
dishes like "Hashish Pudding," Mari huana Ice Cream." 

Dramas are also frequent in :'.\fepnl. J have see.n bands of naked girls 
wandering around erotic temples by night. A Belgian girl, Brigette 
Axel, suffered recnrrent crises of L~D--which means trips erupting 
spontaneously \Vt~cks after a ti rst ingestion-which made her insane. 
As there are no psychiatric hospitals in Nepal and insanity is con­
sidered as the possession of the body by some demon, she was im­
prisoned and finally chained beeause she became violent. 

A Swiss lady of adrninthle dPdication, working with the Red Cross, 
searched out lier family in Brussels. bccanse there is no Belgian Em­
bassy in Katmandn, Nepal, and her family sent enough money to re­
turn Brigette by plane with a. Jrn;;ky male nurse \vho watched her 
every move. Once cured, this girl of good education wrote a book 
tolling her story, where yon will tind, frnm the begining to end, pas­
sages like this one : 

"I walk idong the road.~\. long.hairell ~\.merican, plucking a guitar, 
picks me up in a little11scd <'al'. Di(·k l1a;.1 a good provision of shit''-the 
slang term for pot. "By uiµ:ht. l s!PP(> with him in a comnrnnity tent. 
The day after, Dick departs to Uoa. l stay gladly because the place 
is full of shit. I proceed to Benarcs '"itli ,Joan, a blond girl who fixes 
herself with heroin. On the \ray "e board a little used car. In the back, 
Peter is plucking a gnibir. Jfo bas lots of shit. I spend with him 2 
nights.'' And so on. and so on, ad nauseam. 

This excerpt shows well tho \"arnity of those hippies' lives. Notice 
that in Katmarn1n the~r arP s11tTonndc'd by superior samples of those 
natural hcautil's they claim to pn~fo1· to our jammed cities, and by 
marvt~ls of art, not to mention the clrnrm of fairy people living in a 
biblical style, having more temples than houses. ViTell, although snr­
roundc>Ll by tlris fascinating l111rna11 arnl natural scenery, most of tho 
hippies remain packod--onC\ should ratlier say "bnried"-in their 
dark, bad-smellinµ: rooms arnl bistrns . .\mm of those I met has had the 
curiosity to inquire about the n·ligion and. mores of tho Afghan and 
Nepalese peoples. Thn cln1g 111a kPs I l1cm indifferent to everything, 
mmhle to 1·end, unwilling to walk a few miles to conte,mplate the in· 
credible Himalayas. Yet, they retain the ability to discuss between 
trips. 

'l'll!: ('<l~\l:lfl.:\',\J, LIFE 

An aspect of drng adcliotion which ('Outributes strongly to make it 
attractive is tho communi1t,v lifr. The appeal of that old utopia is 
unde.r"Standable, because all of those \Yho run away from regular 
soeie.ty soon feel tho need fol' another society for mutual hdp. In 
addition, many drngs arc taken collecti \'ely. 

Among· the variety of communes which have been organized, the 
rural type received special publicity. It was presented as a model of 
a return to a nontcchnologica l. tH'n<"c ''pure" and "poetic," way of life. 
'Woll, I have visited over a dozen of such agrarian communities of drug 
a,ddicts in Honolulu, Vancouver, Europe, the Near J<~ast, and nowhere 
did I find any hint of bucolic style or vii-tues. I only found utfor di1ti­
ness due to the laziness of drug addicts, arnl disputes about the work 
to be done. 
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Above all, I found a perpetual flux beoause these so-called "flower 
children" are, in rea.lity, "butterfly childrnn" with as fow brains and 
as much instability as butterflies. 

1\fr. Chairman, the hippie communities break up just as quickly as 
they gather and for reasons just as superficial. The groups cling to­
gether and then fall apart just I ike the clouds in the sky and arc 
nothing more than collections of lonely people. There is no hippie 
community in the proper sense of the word, only temporary bivouacs 
raised here in a whim and then set up clE:ewhere under another whim 
with other pilgrims .. At the bottom, every pilgrim remains eternally 
alone. His companions-or rather should I say "his entourage"-are 
composed of electrons without affinity with each other, transitorily 
linked together by the pipe or the bed. No real friends, no real lovers. 
Those traditional links imply that the partners cultivate something 
together-even though it be comrnonplacc--somcthing last.ing; 
whereas, these drug addicts are not really looking for anything, for 
nothing to nourish the mind, nothing to warm the heart, nothing of 
any lasting value. Their inner visions are essentially fleeting and 
incapable of communication. 

THE TECHXIQUI: OJ<' SURVIVAL 

Now, Mr. Cha.irman~ I would speak of how these hippies survive. 
Although the hippie drug addicts, who form 95 percent of 'this 

subculture, live very poorly, let us say on an average of $50 per month 
in the }fiddle East, they still need those $50. I investigated the impor­
tant problem of how they manage to get them. Herc is a list of their 
methods: 

1. The money they take with them when leaving, together with 
their belongings which they sell en route. 

2. ·within Western countries they find plenty of surpluses. 
3. They be()" on tho streets. 
'1. They sefl their passports. An American passport in the Orient 

is worth $100. 
5. They sell their blood. This, they do in Europe as well as Asia. 

Sometimes their blood gets polluted by disease. It happened in Sweden, 
where for 3 months the blood bank closed its doors and serious surgery 
cases had to be shifted to Europe. 

6. They rob whatl·\·er thc·y can, from statues in temples, to food 
and saris in popular markets; tourist camems; curtains and carpets 
.in embassies; wrist watches and wallets from bedmates~ and, of course, 
drugs from pharmacies. 

7. Above all, they turn themselves into drug dealers for newcomers. 
In Asia, the parasitic character of the hippies struck me more than 

in the vVest, because of the tmgic all-pervading poverty in Asian 
society. As a rna:tter of faot, the hippies fake their food from the have­
nots; they rob the have-nots; they corrupt the have-nots because they 
spread among them the additional calamity of drugs. This is why the 
Hindu Government refuses to back these foreign tramps who bring 
a thousand new unsolvable problems with them, that add to the hun­
dred of thousands of unsolvable problems the Government had on 
'its daily agenda. In India, there are not enough houses, food, hospitals, 
medioines, prisons, without even mentioning the enormous surplus 
of beggars. 

_____________ .. , ... _______ .. ,_ .... __ ,,_, _____ .,. ______ ,, 
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So what can the Hindu authorities do with Urn hungry, ill, mendi­
cant, 1thieving, or traffickinir hippies? How can they tolerate the fact 
that these self-manufactured poor live on the very substance 0£ the 
geinuine poor? Don't these rich children, dressed up as indigents and 
who pretend to live upon nothing, insult the unfortunate who are 
dying from it? 

~Ir. Chairman, I have to stress to you that the vV estern embassies 
nre overwhelmed. 

The French Ambassador to Nepal, Mr. Francais, told me about a 
French girl who had been discovered by the agents 0£ the consulate 
crawling on a.11 £ours. She had been carried to his office, and he realized 
that she had lost the control of her tongue and 0£ her sphincters. She 
nrinaited on the Embassy's carpets. He was able to send her back to 
Paris vd1ere she will end her animal lifo in a psychiatric hospital 
bec.ause 0£ the many drugs she. has taken. 

The ambassadors of France, United States 0£ America, and Great 
Britain made me aware of the size of the problems. They receive every 
week from (i to 15 Jong-distance calls from their respective countries, 
imploring them to find out about runaway children. But how can 
they act efficiently~ They have no budget to pay the detectives re­
quired to search the cities nnceasingly. They have no budget to buy 
retnrn air tickets. When they get their money from the families for 
that purpose and they have fortuitously succeeded in spotting the de­
linquent and putting him in a plane, said delinquent most often wonld 
Hy awa.y to Delhi, sell his ticket, and disappear. Besides, how can they 
convince the delinquent to return home? They have no power at all, 
neither of police, nor of justice. to enforce their plans. Only their 
gornrnment could do something, "but," said U.S. Ambassador Robert 
Neumann, "apparently they did not want to bother." "An embassy," 
added Mr. Francais, the French .Ambassador, "is neither a police sta­
tion, nor a prison, nor a hotel, nor a bank, nor a section 0£ the Red 
Cross." Therefore, peoples from our \Vestern countries should be ad­
vised that their representatives in the conntries along the "Hashish 
Trail" practically cannot do anything to have the runaways go back 
home if the latter do not ·want it. 

HO.:\ 

~ow, as to in Goa, at the end of the line: The most extremist hippies 
dedicated to drugs find the human climate in Kabul or Katmandu too 
noisy and they go further; they go to the b.ottom of India, at the re­
mote Bay of Kalagute, near Goa. This golden sand bea.ch is bordered 
by a be·autiful tropical forest, and that is where the hard-drug addicts 
settle. I have followed these humans, gifted with reason, and who 
voluntarily embrace madness. 

There are huts scattered under the palm trees. One-third 0£ them 
harbor native fishing families, the others harbor families 0£ hippies, 
most 0£ which do not include any women, but usually £our or five 
young men living in chastity-drugs deaden the sexual drive. The 
hippies rent their huts for $4 a month. Since there may be fr.om 4 to 
10 in a hut, the price per person is seldom more than 'a dollar. Ily the 
time the hippies arrive at Goa, most of them have lost all but two 0£ 
their treasures-their hashish pipe and their long hair. 
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The CnAIR!IL\N. That is a rollcall vote. I \vill have to leave. "\Ve 
will resume at 2 o'clodL 

("\Vherenp.on, at 11 :55 a.m., a recess was taken nntil 2 p.rn., this 
same day.) 

AFTERNOO:N" SESSIOX 

Tho CnAIR~IAN. Good afternoon. 
The subcommittee will come to order. 
The witness may proceed. 
General \VArn'. Mr. Chairman. we 1rnuld like to ('ontin11e with the 

tPstimon,v of ~ladanw Labin 011. het' PXperiPnccs \Yith young iwople 
and clrngs, with the yonth, 110t only in this conntry, l!llt internationally. 
] for experience took her alon,!rthe "Hashish Trail,'' (lming which time 
for Reveral months she actnally lived with these yonng people. 

She got to know them. She talked with them. She tried to under­
stand them, and as a result of this she has received a real insight into 
the drng problem insofar as the youth of our count r,v, as well as other 
c·ountriPs, are c·once1·ned. I would I ike now to intrncluc·c~ :.HadunH~ 
Snzanne Labin to continue her testimony, sir. 

The CnAIR~L\N. \Ve would be Yery glRcl to hear from you. 

TESTIMONY OF MME. SUZANNE LABIN-Resumed 

2\-frs. LAmx. -:\:Ir. Chairman, I will continue my testimony .. 
Thns. in this enchanted forest along tbc most i nacccc:sible shores 

of India. I made mv \rny from cloor-to'-door to visit the most extreme 
of those ~vho ham rej<'('te.d \YPstern-style modem lifr. 

ln the first hut l n1et an American young man sitti;'.1g on the dirt 
floor with a. cat in hi;; arms. He tolcl me lhat, "M,· cat loves to take 
trips with me,'' he said. "especially LSD trips." He told me that lrn 
hel icved in transmigrntion m1cl that he hoped to lw a Siamese cat in 
his next life. So you sPe many of tlwm have become a Jlttle crazy. 

In another hut I found a. y.oung French rouple who were eager to 
share their ideas. ~\_ffer a while I noticed the girl's stillness. She had 
been lying on her mat. \Yitlwut mm:ing for more than 2 hours. One 
could see traces oJ suffering on her features. Then I looked at her 
1·ompanion. Did the blood sti 11 (',oursc through his \"cins? Ile suffered 
infectious hepatitis. 

I snggested to them to go to the bracing ocean air to recover health. 
But the young man sai<l it had been ages since tlwy had been to the 
beach. "It's only an hour's walk," I said. The girl interrupted. "I 
('an't 'Yalk. Nfy legs are t.oo painful." 
~he nnrollecl the dirty clnth wrapped around her ankle. I was 

horrified. Herc was tlw result of the hippie pattern of drug injections. 
with nee(lles \vashcd by licking \Yiih the tongue. From the' S\Yollen 
mass of flesh, a mixture of blood and pus oozed, and with it an odor 
of putrefaction. I hnd a feeling that the girl belien~d these open 
\rnnrnls \Y<mld evaporate, if only she could show them to a tourist 
tnTi \'ing from the vVest ern 'Vorld "corrupted by technological civiliza­
tion and work," but which. nonetheless, kne\y somcthi1io- about the 
healing .of ills. , '"' 

In one especially dirty hut, from which the garbage had no.t been 
removed for months, I \Yas recefre<l by a household of three, com-

'-----------------·--·---·----------.i••~ 
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posed of an American Israeli in a black skull cap, a cadaverous French 
woman in her thirties, and a very young 8wedish girl. The first two 
had met in Israel and had a D-year-old daughter. 

""Where docs the child go to school (' I asked. 
"N owhel'O," said tho man. "To ll'arn what/ False ideas of life, I don't 

want my da11ghtor to have her lwad stuffed with all that knowledge by 
the establishment." 

"Thon, who teaches her to read and write. Iler mothed" 
"vV ell, you see," the mother started, but he interrupted her in­

dignantly : ":N" o one. Must slw learn to read and write, to do the multi­
plication tables, to be happy! Hhc is teaching herself the wonders of 
nature, watching tho trees, tlrn flmwrs. tho butterflies, as she chooses. 
She docs what who \va,nts, without restraint. She is as free as a bird." 

Thon, turning suddenly towanl tho ehild, \Vho was about to put a 
pipe in her mouth, ho yelled,•· lJon 't touch that. I have told you a dozen 
tinios. And don't go too far from tlH• house. Remember, l\'o forbidden 
you to go to tho,brnteh alone." 

(,J,uito a bit of interdictions for a ehild free as a bird. 
I asked tho family autocrat what they tlid all tho day. 
"vVhat we do? Nothing," he answered. 
"But there must be something· in that 'notl1ing'." 
"I cat, I drink. I sleep. l smoki~ liash." 
"I moan, vdiat do you do to nouri;;h the spirit? Do you read r' 
"Xever." 
"All right. Yon don't read, yon don't play an instrmnont, you don't 

paint. Thon you travel? You visit the drnrchcs of Goa? You swim? 
You play cards 1 Have you a hobLy !'' 

They burst into laughter, as if I had made a bad joko. 
"'Ye don't know hovv to swim. Ire can hardly tell a queen from a 

jack. Our church is this forest, and tho trips we take arc without 
moving, through LSD," tho man told mo. 

"Do you cook?" I asked, almost desperately. 
"No. \Ve buy our food already cookP1l from tho Indians. They pre­

pare it over their wood fires near theil' lrnts. It is too tiring to gather 
wood in tho forest." 

"But where do yon got the money'(' 
"vV c make out." 
"But how?" 

. I c<?uldn't draw them out further: Then, suddenly, the young Swed-
1sh girl appeared at the door, bright and healthy, wearino- gaudy 
ornaments and pink cheeks. Aud I understood she had just l~ft home 
with money and riches in hand, and the couple rented her tho hut for 
more per week than they paid for it for a year. This is tho supreme law 
of the clan: the old hands are supported by the novices, to whom. 
in compensation, they leach the ropes about the drug world. 

I watched five young men approach. Thero were two Americans, and 
a,gain I couldn't believe my eye,;. Remember, Mr. Chairman, those 
starving people of Biafra not so long ago~ These hippios-wearino­
only loin cloths-reminded me of tlwm. Their thighs were no thicke~ 
than broom handles, which made tlwir knees look like deformed 
protuberances. 
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Their skin was stretched tight across their ribs. And in place of 
cheeks and eyes, there were. deep, skull-like holes. They forgot to be 
buried. Yet they were in searc~ of drugs, not of food. In_ the lonp 
run, the drug deadens all sensat10ns. Abusers of hash or opmm don t 
feel hunger, have no pain from ulcers, don't rea1ize they are getting 
steadily weaker. They are wrapped in cottonwool, internally and ex­
ternally. Pain is an abrm necessary to the survival of all animals. 
But drugs have broken their alarm syste~. . .. 

Herc, then, I have seen the end of the hne. And I discovered that it·s 
the entrance to the grave. . 

Now, briefly, I will speak about the causes of the drug explosion. 

THE DRUG EXPLOSION: THE FALSE REASONS 

The drug explosion was so sudden, so unexpected, and so severe, 
that the first question arising in everybody's mmd is: 'Why? vVhy on 
earth did it hnppen precisely in our time, precisely in the most de­
veloped countries, precisely among the most privileged youth? I 
shall offer you the results of my own thinking about this fundamental 
question. 

Let us examine the most popular false explanations of the phe­
nomenon. 

The first explanation states that the youth revolts and defies the 
establishment by taking drugs to protest social injustice. But social 
injustice was considerably worse 60 yearf; ago, and no one confronted 
it with drugs. The main channel of protest was the socialist move­
ment, and this was fully pledged to science, technology, rationalism, 
material well-being, sanctity of work, social planning, all in direct con­
tradiction to the philosophy of the present youth revolt. 

Why should mysticism and drug addiction have erupted when social 
justice had made tremendous advances 'l And, why among the upper 
classes, not among the true victims of the said injustice? It's probably 
because there is not much ground left to make drama with the emanci­
pation of the working class, so our hippies had to turn toward claim­
ing emancipation from neckties, haircuts, and sex. 

A second explanation of the upsurge of drug addiction is that 
our society has become unbearably materialistic and greedy. A candid 
examination disproves this idea, too. Just consult the annals from 
past times, and you will realize how much cruder than today were the 
race for money, the venality of the officeholders, the concern for social 
status in marriage. 

Never, in the past, have states spent so hugely for sciences, arts 
sports, education, entertainment, research, and, last hut not least, 
pleasures for the youth. Don't forget that the fantastiCl cost of cosmic 
travel is supported exclusively for the sake of knowledge. Don't 
forget that our adult generation, presented as being interested only 
in gadgets, calories, and TV watching, has endured cruel sufferings 
to fight against fascism for the highest ideal: Freedom. 

Don't forget that history has never seen the equivalent of the col­
lective generosity embodied in the $250 billion in aid delivered by the 
rich nations, mainly the United States, to the poor ones. Besides, I 
find it odd to present as a reaction against our society's excessive self­
ishness, a movement which leads to taking drugs, the epitome of self­
centured hedonism. 

-------------""'"''_, ______ ,, _______ . ______ , ... _,, 

Approved For Release 2005/04/27 : CIA-RDP75800380R000300070004-2 



Approved For Release 2005/04/2?..~ CIA-RDP75800380R000300070004-2 
I .J 

. A third explanation goes back to the uniformity and boredom pro­
duced by our mass society. Here there is a gross misunderstanding. Our 
technology offers, indeed, to everybody the same set of keys to material 
lifo and entertainment. But those keys are so numerous that they open 
a much ·wider r:mge of horizons than in any age before. 

It's like saying that Guttenberg uniformized culture because all 
writings got printed the same W<ty •. As a matter of fact, uniformity 
was more choking in older times. when the nobles could see only one 
and the same play every month, aud the common man had only one 
and the same church sermon e\·ery week. vVealth and technology 
always work to cnlargc1 not reduce, the range of personal drive and 
initiative. 

A fourth explanation is that our youngsters rebel a,gainst too op­
pressive family and social disciplines. Thb is too obviously the opposite 
of truth to deserve a lengthy refutation. Never has an existing order 
been so liberal, so open to all those who curse and undermine it, so kind 
toward all the fancies set up by its youth to defy it. The philosopher:­
or the hippie-drug-New Left population only cry that this population 
i.'> oppressed, in order to put around their head the aura of chain 
breakers. 

'l'J fl: H.L\L lrnASONS 

All the reasons of the "Youth Hevolt" we have reviewed have the 
common trait that they make the esta,blishcd order and the older gen­
eration guilty for the drug explosion. 

I shall now try to demonstrate that, if our generation plays a part 
in the genesis of this plague, it's in the opposite direction; namely, 
that of having given too much without due preparations. If the hippie­
clrug-N cw Left complex can Le considered as the embodiment of a crisis 
in our civilization, it is a crisis of growth, not of decay. 

Consider, for instanca, the torrential increase in the university popu­
lation. It marks an expanding and liberal society, not a restrictive 
and privilege-minded one. But it has thrown so many youngsters into 
superior education that the newcomers Lecame strangers in their 
rnodest and unsophisticated families, and they were ready to buy 
outside their families the romantic but hollow postures of rebellion. 
They formed the psychological proletariat I have mentioned oarlier. 

Those families of the upper strata which do possess the culture to 
face their son's pretentions at transcendental novelties, arc not willing 
to do it, because they have abdicated parental authority. The typical 
rwr the the inner resources to force their offspring into a healthy way 
of life. 

Proposing a system of values to a boy is considered anathema, 
bigotry, intellectual oppression. Hence, the parents lock themselves 
into impotence when their children fancy to take drugs. 

General affluence multiplies the effects of moral permissiveness iu 
families and schools. General affiucnce in society and ultraleftism in 
ideology has proved to ibc a major social explosive. In particular, it 
has unchained that old compom~nt of hmnan nature called laziness. 

One had forgotten it because for all the past centuries, which were 
poor and required hard ·work, the rampant biological laziness in us had 
been repressed by the tremendous power of moral censure, social pro­
hibition, and material punishment. Today, all this age-old apparatus 
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to inhibit laziness has been broken by tlic triumphant trilogy I haTe 
mentioned. Permissiveness allO\YS the eltild to let his laziness flow 
without being castigated; general atHuenee allows the lazy adolescent 
to survive even outside of his home: and ultraleftism allows him to 
appear not as a good -for-nothing;, but' as an interesting rebel. 

In other words, the adolescent has nmY available: The permission to 
(lisplay his laziness, the means to live 'vitho11t working, and the phi­
Josophy to turn his panisitisn1 into a nice case of social revolt. 

But once laziness is given free com'Sf\, tlte g;reat problem becomes 
to occupy the passini:r time. Classical games and pb1snr0s, like music 
and love, are quickly found insufficient. The only way is to forget time, 
to substitute the normal, extroYertecl lifo, \Yhich calls for activities, 
by an artificial, introverted life, with an unoccupied body. And the 
only solution, obviously, is drugs. 

This explanation accounts for some characteristics of th3 hippie 
drug phenomenon. Two other factors h1lve contributed to give it its 
present dramatic size>. One is the help it received from the establisl1-
mcnt; the other is the big push receiYe<l from the suhvPrsive forcPs. 

'l'lil': HELP OF Tl IF EST.\BLff1DfEXT 

The so-calle<l progresive intelligPntsia lrns shed, through the mass 
media of communication, torrents of propaganda presenting the 
"hippie drug culture'" \vith an interesting aura, as a pristine upsurge 
of our "advanced" youngsters, to enlarge human potentialities beyond 
the dnll limits imposed by our ugly society. 

This propaganda, through press, books, lecture'-'. films. TV, maga­
zines, songR, buttons, posters, masR rallies. ;rnd happPnings. has reached 
much greater proportions than iR eommonly realized. The so-called 
underground hippie press has, in fact, an open cir1·11lation of millions 
of copies each week, most of \vhich 1•lrnnt lomlly tlw marvels of drugs. 
The record makers of the establishment have issued tPns of mimons 
of records alluding to the marvels of drup:s. Snch big hits as ,;'Lucy in 
the Skv '\Vith Diamonds"-initials from LSD-"Freak out U.S.A .. " 
"Day Tripper," are j nst a few in a long list, 

Tim Leary, although discharged from Harvard for having givc'n 
LSD to his students, was kindlv and rPspectfnlly inteniewed by 
dozens of TV stations and reputable rna.<yazines of mass circulation. I 
have met dozens of school principals >Yl10 refraiiw(l from repressing 
drugs in their establishments in order not to app1\:tr backward. Arnl 
I ean assert that this multifarious propai;tanda has been most respon­
sible for the spread of drugs among the youth, always eager to try 
something new, forbidden, but ,glamorous. 

In France. the antidrng hw forbids all forms of prodrng propa­
ganda. Bnt not in the United States, hecanse of the too absolute inter­
pretation of the first amendment .• Tnstirc Holnrns once said that 
freedom of speech does not permit one to srrram, "Fire, fire" in a thea­
ter, because that endangers the life of the people. Bnt to propagandize 
in favor of drugs endangers the life of so,~iety muc-h more. 

Yc~t. the courts of justice, intimidated lw. the formidable wall of 
sweetness built by tl1e mass media around hippie subcnltnre, h:we 
been extremely soft. They let all the proclrug literature and happen­
ings, which I just mentioned, flourish without intervening. 

·--------------•1'•Nl __ _. ____ i __ •• I I ••"--------m'i--> 
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Jiemember that on Septrml1<'1' :2il. 1066, a court of appeals dropped 
the charges against Leaxy stemming from his second arrest the pre­
<'eding April. The court was trapped by the justiiication given by 
Lcnry tJrnt LSD was taken as :t religious ritual in the new church 
he had just founded 4 clavs hdorP and called League for Spiritunl 
Discovery, initialed after LSD. 

On October 12 of the samP YPar. Lcnrv wns arrested a third time 
for having carriPd drngs frmi1 Canadn, 'but he was released ngain. 
Dttring nll this time, he helci pn·ss conferences in the best clubs, cele­
hratcd open services of his new <·hnrch in it N cw York theater, orga­
nized "Acid Cnltnre \Yerks'' and LSD-sanctified marriages at his 
"Castalia Foundation." 

This establishment, \vith fi± luxm.v rooms, in Milbrook, and regis­
tc>recl as a nonprofit organization, openly and loudly advised the 
young to drop out from s<'hool--which is criminal under the laws of 
compulsory eclncat.ion-and to take one marihnana. trip each day and 
one LSD trip each week-,Yhich is criminal under the laws against 
drngs. 

Only in l\farrh 1070. after lrnndreds of bad trips, some ending in 
ckath or murder or insanity, and c111e to Leary's propaganda for LSD, 
did a. Federal court uphold his initial conviction for smuggling drngs 
from Mexico. Ifo got a 10-.war sentr1ir·e. And during the very display 
of all this leniency by the Pstahlishment, Leary was denouncing its 
"oppression" and drscrihC'd it as ';being made up of old crabs physio­
logically and mrntally ill th\• clt>el inin,g menopause age." And he earned 
a tax-free fortnne from tlwse dennneiations. 

I think that. one of the most urg·rnt arnl pfficient wavs to combat the 
<lrng explosion is to stop tl1at abominable propaganda. It is absurd 
to spend hundreds of millions of clollars to repress a conduct which 
yon permitto be glorified in] (I() million 'rnrcls. 

,:\_third type of help µ:rnntPd h_;· the establishment to the spreading 
of drngs is that it lets free. and Pn•n >'nhsidizes, the centers organized 
by the hippie.s to assist clru1-•: addicts. Rescuing people in distress, 
e,·en when they arc in distrt-ss from their own faults, is a principle of 
ge.nerosity, whic.h a rnorlern society must uphold. But that should be 
only the job of charitahlP oqraniza tions; while, in reality, the relief 
cPntcrs set up by the hippic•s are often also relays and sometimes 
strnng·holcls of further drng n~C'. They prevent the hippies who call 
on them from returning home. when the.\' feel desperate, by giving 
them a new start with addrrsscs of r·heap hotels, free food, drug dcal­
<>rs. gn ides for LSD trips. et cetera. 

l might say that. yon can become addicted in 15 clays on heroine, but 
iJ only takes 2 days on cocaine. 

Trm l!OLE OF ]'(lf.TTIC\ f, i'UBVF.RSIVE FORCES 

I sha1l giYc a look at tl1C' tiC's lJetwcen the hippie drug movement 
and the various species of racli<'al leftirn1 and organized subversion. 

Kot all the hippies arc racli<·als. ~\s a matt.er 0£ fact, most of the 
rnu-of-the-mill hippi<>s shv awn;- from political, as well as from all 
organized, commitments. Bnt all those who do indulge in some poh­
ticking do it on the siclr of tllC' extrPmc left. I was very struck by the 
fact during my world inquiries. that most 0£ the missionaries of the 
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hippie crusade did not use drugs. The>- obviously wanted to ke.ep rool 
heads in order to recruit the greatest number o:f prospective converts. 

The self-appointed :Messiah I interviewed in a hippie community o:f 
San Frnncisco, who told me that "The saints o:f Christ are the new 
forces for the riots," was o:f that type. So, a1so, was a British musician 
v>110 led hippie bands in the strC'C'ts of St. GPrmain des Pri>s in Paris, 
who exquisitely explained to me that "Rock and rolL drugs, and com­
munism are all o:f the same essence." 

So was the Canadian chieftain o:f the Hotel R:unvan. in Kabul, 
·whom I mentioned earlier. So was an arti·~ulate, never~stoned Chimse 
chap whom I watched serving as director of conscience in the drug 
lodges of Nepal. AlJ were fluent and clen-r to praise-to the others­
the drugs they never took, filling their envir01mwnt with all the suh­
versire slogans about current issues. 

The higher leaders of the "drug culture~' are even morn tainted with 
the same political color. During the student strikes in Berkeley, 
:Mario Savio welded together a coalition o:f hippies and left revolu­
tionarif's. Allen Ginsberg appears at public meetings at the side o:f 
Communist speakers and Jcadc>rs o-f the "Fair Play :for Cuba Com­
mittee." 

The Canadian hippie leader, Daniel DePoe, adorns his headqnar­
ters with photos of Mao Tm-tun,!!. The French hippie leader, .Tean 
Claude Lamoureux, before dving from a heroin injection, printed 
a journal called, "The Red Mole." For all the underground hippie 
press, the only material yon find, apart :from hippie and drug items, 
}s not discernible from the propaganda stuff o:f all snbversive mon­
ments. 

And notice that the greatest guru. Timothy Leary, once escaped 
from jail, went straight to Algeria to offer his services ·to the Marxist 
revolution. An incident worth remarking here is that, in the end, Tim 
Leary was expelled from Algeria, which i3 in tune with the following, 
ver:v revealing lines written by the Castroite publicist Susan Sontag, 
in the April rnmJ iss1w of Ramparts. to defend Castro's stern i11terdic­
tion of hippicism: 

The American new left is correct to b•' anarchic. because it is out of vower. 
The freaky clothes, rock, drug, sex, are pre1·e.-olutionary forms of cultural sub­
version and so you can have your grass and your orgy, and still be moral anrl 
revolutionary. But in Cuba, the revolution has come to power. and so it follows 
that such disintegrative "freedom" is inappropriate. 

Through this undisguised confession of Communist double plnv. 
Susan Sontag broug·ht unwillingly to light a very important poinh; 
namely, that the pro-Communist leanings of those hippies who en­
gage in politics are by no means normal. \Vhat natumlly belongs to 
the hippie drug drirns is a radical condemnation of the social orrler 
Pxisting in the West. But there is no reason why this should entail 
applauding the Communist order o:f the East, in which all the vices 
denouncecrby the hippies are considerably more severe: Hard disci­
pline. innumerable constraints. intc>nsive labor, oppressive police, 
l~lack censorship, rigid orthodoxy. and strirt outlawing of drng addic­
tion. with drug traffidrnrs sentenced to death. 

There is, thus a paradox in the fact that the hippies curse a derno­
eratic society which treats them nieely and lets their horizons free, 
while blessing a totalitarian society which opprPsses and cnslan>_s 

_____________ .... ,,... --·---·---··,,, ___ , ______ _....,, 
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men. This paradox ca,n only he umler,;;tood under one assumption: that 
the hippies have bccm 1nanipulntP«l by the subversi,·e propag·a.nda 
machines. 

They are, indeed, easy to manipulate, because of their naiYcte and 
ignomnce. As they are constantly at odds with the liaw, which pro­
hibits drugs, they are bound to welcome the "kill pigs" campaigns of 
black extre,mist groups ·against the police. As they love peace and 
dislike violence, they are biased so as to swallow phony pacifist slogans 
used by the Communists to uncle.rmine the American resistance to 
Communist aggressions. In support. of wl1at I have, just said, let me 
make some quota.tions. 

The hippie press is full of ads publicizing antidraft unions. Their 
journalists advise the young to convince their draft board that they 
are either addicts, homosexuals, or incurable psychotics, or to throw 
n hysterical fit. ~fany ads offer obscene tatoos on the body, to avoid the 
draft. The "Snn," which boast-: of srwcializing in "rork. clrngs, and 
:fornicating," write that guerrilla warfare ought to include the cly-
namiting of police vans and recruiting offices. · · 

,Terry Rubin, who burned his draft card, wrote the following in 
his book, "Do It": 

·we have mixed young people, music, sex. drugs, revolt and treason all together. 
'IVhat other combination would be as effective? ... 'Vhat we ueed ·is a genera­
tion of bizarre, unbalanced, irrational pPople. obsessed with sex, angry, irreli­
gious, infantile and crazy. People who burn their draft cards, who take marijuana 
and LSD. who proudly wave the Vietcong flag, who are not afraid to say obsceni­
ties on television. 

To sum up, we see thrut all varietips of the ]eftist subversions had 
tried to capture the hippie-drug mowment and to manipulate it. 

SlDDl.\RY 

~ow. Jct me attempt a general summary. 
Living with drugs: 
I have specially focused my innstigations on the human-not 

clinical-angle. From t'hat point of view, there are some main ques­
tions bothering the public, which I had constantly in my miocl. \Vhat 
arc the risks of fatal accidents? Can the drug addicts be saved and 
return to a normal life? During their life under drugs, to what extent 
are the addicts degraded? 

Unfortunately, there is no unique answer to these questions. A 11 
depends, in complex vrnys, on the nature of the drug-. the age and 
health of the one who ta.kcs it. the wav he does it-orally or bv injec­
tions, with or without hygiene. b~- strong or moderate doses, and 
frequency. 

Rut what I am sure of is tha.t, whatever the circumstances, tlrn 
answers to the preceding questions are rather dramatic. Not in the 
sense tha.t all drug addicts necessarilv Pnd in premature death. \Vjth 
nonphysically addictive drugs like hashish, LSD, soft amphetaminee­
in most cases the young pcrmn fina 11.\- Psca1ws and ,!!OPS hack t.o normal 
li£e. But he may re,main deeply handicappeil. with broken hmlth, 
diminished mental and sexual power-this latter is often definitely 
gone-and the sequel of so many _\'ears entirely lost for study or 
professional training. 
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But before being s:ffed by a return to normal life, the drug addict 
may have been virtirn of a fatal areident. Dy "fatal accident.'' I under­
stand any of the following: hazards: serious nnd chronic illness, and/or 
incurable immnity--lPading to ] ifo conhned in an asylum; suicide, 
and other forms of violent a<'eidents provoked by "had trips.'' Ruch as, 
people throwing themselves out of the window because they think they 
can fly; or engaging in bloody fights. And, finally, direct death as a 
consequence of on~nloses, or exaggerated frequeney, or bad quality of 
the drug . 

.My 11erRona1 feeling is that the rate of those fatal aeridl'nts is not 
negligible with cannabis, is Rignificant with methedrine, and is im­
portant with LSD. 

If, now, we go to the so-called "hard" drugs----opium, heroin, co­
caine-the outlook becomeR Rtill gloomier. A ucl rl01i"t forge1t that great 
numbers of addicts of tl1e so-eallP<l "';.;oft" drugs esr·alate to the "hard" 
ones. 

The risks of fntal accidmts \Yith the latter are g-reater and the pro­
portion of th!' a<klict.s who esca1w from the ha rel drugs and sflxe them­
selves drops to no more than :; to lO percent. ~\rnl those who do return 
to normal life evince serious damage. 

And what ahont those >vho do no; drop ont, and go on ta.king d111gs 
1wrmancntly! vVhat is 1hPir lifo exrwetation-exdncling thP. cases of 
fatal accidents? \Vlrnt is tlic d<'gn'e of dcgTadation affiicting them 
<luring their lifospan? Hen•, again, it ib impossible to girn definite 
fi !.?:nr~s hecause of the wide Y:uidy of circumstances whieli can change 
the ptctnrc. 

Robust abusers of cannabis mny r<>duce their 1 i fo expedancv hy 
some 10 years; >Yeak ones by as mnch as 20 ynars and, while living 
nndcr cannabis, they losf' something like half of rwnnal human abili­
ties. \Vith s.rntf'mati<' LSD-not interrnpted by fatal accidents-these 
abilities arc iwarly JOO pPl"<'Pnt lost dnring trips, and between trips 
may get restored or stay partial!.,- re<lnrecl, depending on what brain 
cells hin-e heen darnage<l. Chromosomes arc often badly damaa:ed. 

The rnor1Pratf'. regnlar, >YPll-li1·inp: takPr of opium may live 40 
years; an immoderate takP1· only :W years. \vith n steadily increasing 
<legradation rf'aching prnriirn-1 ly 100 iwreenl in tin~ last years. 

Syst<>mntir heroin awl morph i1w addictR rarely survive more than 
rn years, dnring >Yhich tlw~· ar!' lwaYil.v <legradC>d. Perma1wnt eorainC' 
nsc leads to a still sl1orter lifPspan and leads rapidly to insanity . 

. '\re tl1err benefits to he gai1lf'd frnm <lrngs? 
I think this :::nrnmary fully supports the ovPmll <·.onclusi,on that all 

drng a<ldiction rntails dramati« damage. Them is absolntel.v nn ground 
for the light diRrnissal of the il"sne. as yon so off<'n find in the writ­
ingR of a number of commentators. Sonw go further than this, treatin.g 
the whole flrng affnir as one mm·p swPrt folly of 011r irnaginatiYe 
youngsters. 

Thn;;:r so-rallrrl "LiheraF' ''"ritPrs, in nrdPr to fc.c>l thrrnsrh'es "ad­
vanced," a:c:sign our concern ahont clrng·s to a reactionary tendency 
to rnpress thr free development of all human potentialities. Even 
granted some bad pffrrts, t lte~- :::ay, that is the priee you pay for getting 
your conscionsnrss en largwl. and .open to transcendent truths. 

I can assurr yon Pmphaticalh· that I have seen not one single hit 
of new potf'ntialities dernlo1wc1 by any of the lrnndr<>dR of dru1i: addicts 

-------------.. ,-------·--"'--'·--·----·'· ..... , 
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I met. Even when I was told by tlwrn about their inner visions, the 
miraclrs they claimed to have cxpPrienrecl boiled down to futile, in­
consist{mt, if highly colored. hallucinations. Thrse visions remain far 
inferior to the marvels which <'an hr apprehended by a well-awakened 
and trained natural consciousness, rornbining refined sensation with 
alert thinking. Drugs do not en large consciousness; they disruDt it. 

As for new transcendent truths, where are they? "'\Vhat arc they? 
N"oticc that over the last 8 vcars, tl101·e have been millions of well­
oducated white men taking 

0

drugs-smne pretty bright before their 
a.ddiction--and you cannot find, stc>mming from any of these, one 
outstanding work or great achienment .of any kind in any field made 
under drugs. 

And the same applies to all those who have taken drugs through 
pa.st centuries. This sterility of thr mind g'(fferned by drugs is all the 
more striking vvlwn you compare it "·ith the extraordinary fertility 
of human minds governed by their natural <'onsciousnrss. Plato, Archi­
rnecks, Copernicus, Galileo·, ncrn lira n<lt, :'.\Iichel:mgclo, Shakespeare, 
Xewton, Beethoven, Kant, EinstPi11. and so on, have left us a glitter­
ing gallery of philosopl1ic, scil'nt.ifi<', arnl artistic gems, and none of 
them had taken either haRhisli, rnw J,:-; D. nor heroin. 

Physically, all prolonged drng ahm;cs end up in ruin. The euphoria 
brought on by the drugs-th!\ famons artificial paradises-are always 
short lived and never grat.11itons. I 11 the- long run, regnlar use of all 
drugs corrodes and disrupts both body and mind. At. first., they charm, 
like the beuatiful face of Cir<'.P, h11t in tlw c>nd they sho\v their hideous 
hrad of ::VIcdusa. Then comr;:; t hr r!Psi m to cont1nnr, rxpcrienced hy 
all takers, and the phy,;,ir:il a.rnl WY('lii<~ addition rapidly becomes an 
all-consuming passion, \Yhieh clepriYf'S the imlividunl of his own free 
will. 

,,u1 of tlrn drugs, aft.rr long i1sng·r, undermine the two principal 
pillars of all civilization;:;: in the rPalm of the mind, the power of 
reasoning; and in thr roalm of tlw son], t1w wilJ. \Vithout the ability 
to think about the univC'rse in a positin> wa,y, and without the impulsr 
to act .on it, ther<' is no longe1· room for g-n'at works and, hence, there 
is no more real culture. That is why. shonl<l tlrn nse of drugs become 
permanent and universal, as thr, hippies d<'mn.nd, it would lead to the 
ruin of all human civilizations. 

But, imlcss \VC\ abdicate jn total pns;;iYily before the hippir-drug 
explosion, r do not think that it (':111 dc>stro~T onr civilizati,on. The deep 
reason is that the foundation that. llll(ln·girds hippieism is, in rea.lity, 
markc'd with the sral of impot011cP, It can deceive yon for a. while, 
lwca11sc \Ye have come to belien~ tJrnt Pvery revolt is a step forward. 
Bnt there arc also rract.i.onary l'C'\'olts. ancl the hippie> one belongs to 
this class, in spite of apprnrances. It is J'f'actionary because its goal 
is to destroy, beyond the c>st:1'1Jlis1wcl orc1<'r. the> only spirit tliat has 
ever made humanity advance: tlw spi r·it of enterprise. 

This spirit of enterprise, which mis horn 20,000 years ago, a,nd \YaS 

baptised 350 years ago hy thr. grPnt Ha lileo, will nevermore disappear 
from the human ;:;cene. It has hnilt too many powerful and splendid 
pillars. It \Yill probably lm gi n'n nol>l n objectives, a. more glamorous 
ontlook, bnt it. will 1wv0r he, rPplacPcl hy the spirit of nothingless. That's 
wh:v we ought not to yield to panic hrforc this wave of nihilism, 
which foams at the foot of onr towrl's, and of which the hippies arc 
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the unfortunate troubadours. Our towers will resist because this 
wave, because, although it is powerful toda.y, it has neither engine nor 
compass to get very far. 

Just open the door of a drng den in Katmandu, and the :Messianic 
theories of the hippie prophets blow away like a current of air. From 
the vision of these prostrate children, the reality of the hippie's life 
jumps to our eyes and grips our heart. It is self-destruction, the 
symbol of defeat. 

The hipipes and their drug prophets had ambitious pretentious. 
They wanted to become the social pilots of our time-and here they 
are, its tramps, in the process of becoming its corpses. Here they are, 
lost and dirty, along the roads they wanted to flourish. 

Here they are, without any deep affection, they who wanted to 
teach us love. Here they are. without ideas, they who pretended to 
rejuvenate ours. Here they are, without a :future, without a profession, 
without interest, their eyes empty, whether they tnrn them toward 
their inner world or toward the outer world. 

vVho could really imagine that they will build a new culture with 
that empty gaze. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank you very much. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank vou. 
Mr. SucRWINE. Madam· Lahin, I just have one question to ask. If I 

heard you correctly this morning, you testified that some of the hippies 
on the Hashish Trail sold their passports. How do you know about 
this? 

Mrs. LABIX. Becauo.:e I know the parents of many children in 
France who have returned and said, we have no more passports. 
Further. they said they have lost them. And a-fter they investigate, 
they find that they have sol<l their passports. That has been told to me 
hy three or four parents in France. 

Srcond. the American Ambassador, the French Ambassador told 
rne that nearly every week they have hippies coming· to them, to the 
Embassy, saying that they ha,-e lost their passports. The embassies 
have told me that they know that they are selling them. 

Mr. So-C7RWINE. Thankvou. 
The Cn.URl\UN. Thanic vou. 1\fadame Labin. 
\Ve will be in recess now l'mtil 10 o'clock tomorrow morning. 
(Whrreupon. at 2 :55 p.m .. the committee adjourned, to reconvene at 

10 a.m .. on W'"ednesday. September rn, 1972.) 

------------- .,. ____ ...._ ____ _,,~,-----·l--·--==1111 ...... 
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