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By TAMMY ARBUCKLE

Star-News Special Correspondent

VIENTIANE — Some Amer-
jcans killed in Indochina com-
bat do rot appear in the U.S.
Indochina death toll which
stands at latest count at
45,915,

These unacknowledged com-

bat deaths are of American -

civilians performing military
duties normally carried out by
U.S. Alr Force or Army per-
sonnel.

As they are civilians the:

"U.S. military does not include
‘them in the death toll when
“they are killed in action.

For example, U.S. officials

Harold L. (Sklp) Mischler of
QOsborne, Kan., was kilied Sat-
urday when his light obscrva-
tion plane was shot dewn by
small arins over the embattled
South Laos town of Saravane.
U.S. officials szid a second
“American was lost over the
cplain of Jars area but were

_unable to indentify him unlil

next of kin were notified.

On Friday, Dec. 15, how-
ever, at a town on the South
Laos’ Bolovens Plateau called
‘Paksong another kind of
death occurred. John Kearns
cof Alvaredo, Tex., was listed
*as killed by North Vietnamese
mortar shells which hit the
command post of the Lao ir-
_regular unit he was advising.

Killed at Saravane

*."An embassy spokesman de-
.scribed Kearns as “American
-contract personnel attached to

An irregutar Lao unit.” Irregu-
-.lgu‘ Lao wnits are handled by
the Central Intelligence azmen-
¢y. XKearns was the third
Anmerican  adviser to irregu-
Jars killed in action since Sep-
tember. .
. Another American was
- tkilled  when Lao irregular
units launched a heliborne at-
tack on Saravene on Qot, 19,
He was aboard one of eircht
U.S.  Air Force helicopters
which carried Lao irresulars
Jinto the Saravane airstop un-
der jutense

Approved For Release 2001/03/94 €A-RDP80-0

, ﬂ S xﬁ;?f:iﬁ:}“‘\mgw

T LR e saFats Ll B s
WASHINGIoN WA

H!iu\;;;iii N
U nhat
WINNE!

engaged were hit by Commu- ¢y or other U.S. government

r;]ilst fire but non(T crashcdt.‘ A aeencies.

third American adviser to the % .

irregulars was killed during The U.S. failure to announce

.an operation which failed to alistof paramilitary deaths in

retake the Plain of Jars In 1445 however, is one of the
J i y

1\0th Laos in Septe,p}l{er. few faults which mar these
Air Amerlca officials say ;

about {wonty of their Ameri- operations. )

can crew members have been  In Laos, instead of having

killed in Laos since March thousands of Americans as the

1970. . entagon has poured into
Air America is a private (Sculth Vietnam, the war is run

contractor to the Central Intel- just as effective if not more

lizence Agency and other U.S. 5o by 300 to 600 Americans,

government agencies and as

--air crew personnel are civil- -8mall Group Functions
- 1ans. While Hanoi ficlds four, and
this weeckend announced two-,

CAmerican  military  deaths:®
They said U.S. Air Ferce Capt.

m;{}gﬁf yzéreeatgot%ﬁm‘rled on the in the dry season, five weak

Air America engages inre- divisions of some 40,000 com-
supply drops lo irregulars oi- bat troops in Laos, the United

sten under intense enemy anti- States has only between 30 and

aireraft fire and in infiltration 40
” \ h ; men on the ground at the
and exfiltration of irregular in- grou

i bt ares . .
telligence andcom mando mmostin combat areas through
tenms behind enemy lines. An- out the counltry,
other company, Continental In the past eight years an
Airlines, has IKO.Stf.Om.(f AmEri- estimated 31 of these Ameri-
can personnel in S1MUar oper- oans heen killed. This figure

ations in Lavs. . L C
American officials say tncludes some technicians

» roughly €00 Americans were caught flatfooted onthe

killed or are missing in Laos ground in 1968 at Phou Pathi,
since May 1064 when the Unit- 5 supersecret installation in
ed States first shouldered & woub' {205 which the North

greater burden of the Laos
war. This fipure includes all
categories and is mostly mili-
tary.

The unheralded paramili-
tary deaths in Laos indicate a
trend which may start to show
in South Victnam as American
military wind down the war
there and various private
American civilian companies
are poised to move in to take
over paramilitary chores.

Deaths Unreported

Increasing use of disguised
paramilitary organizations will
allow the U.S. military to put
out figures of zero American
casualtics on the ground as
they do now in Laos, as it will
be “civilians” who are Loing
kiilled, not U.S. military per-
sonnel,
~As in Laos most of these
civilians will be foriner mein-

Vietnamese overran.
About 60 Air America crew-

men of American nationality
are " believed to have been

killed in the same time period.

The small number of Ameri-
¢ans with the irregulars are
essential to iusure geod Lao
leadership and lack of corrup-
tion. Poor leadership and
non-payment of troops severe-
ly weakened Royal Lao regu-
lar forces throughout the war,

It has been suggested, how-
ever, that U.S. Lmbassy offi-
cials should admit it when

such Americans are killed in
action instead of trying to pre-
tend they are ‘‘American per-
sonnel in manacement”  as
heppened  initially  in the
Kearns' case and these Ameri-
can deaths should be included
in military casually figures re-
leased weckly in Saigon.
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thc‘}wli(roplvr touched down.
Six of the.U.S. helicoplers

and similar units conlracted to
the Central Intelligenco Agen-
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BANGKOK (UPD—A Pen-
tagon agency said to have
carried out intelligence and
policymaking in Thailand
geer the last decade is lo
quietly close its doors at the
end of this month as part of
“the wind-down in America’s
military role in Southeast
Asia. : i

The agency is a field facil-
ity of the Pentagon’s Ad-
vanced Research Projects
_Agency (ARPA), a little-
known organization that de-
velops classified electronic

rescarch and intellignece
systems as well as wmore

mundane items such as new
combat vacks, hoors ond
Tield ratious.
When AL
was opened in 1962, it was
billed as o facility to help
“Thaitand’s military develop
its own rescarch and devel-
opment capability. It grew:
0 an organization with a-
staff of wiore than 140 and
Became by far the largest of
ARPA’s five overseas
branches, spending about
half of a $25 million yearly.
budget for a program known
as Projcet Agile.
ATRPA’s Bangkok
also became
wider activities such as de-
foliation and counterinsur-
gency work, leading 1o
charges that the advisorv
role to the Thai military was

T

Vs otfice here !

office:
involved = in:
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merely a cover for other
jobs.

Almost to a man, the pro-
fessional staff of about 30
American scicntists that. has
phased out the facility’s last
research projects over the
tast few months feels that
mueh of the criticism has
been unjustified.

U.S. officials still decline
to discuss, oh grounds of se-
curity, many of the projects
ARPA was invelved in, and
there is still no official con-
firmation that the agency
used airplanes of Air Amer-
ica, a charter line that
woiks for the CIA and other
1.8, government. agencies in
Sontheast Asia, to defoliate

an area of jungle in Thai-.

dand in 1965 and 1966,

n A W@ﬁ@y
eaving Thailand

¢ un

An ARPA source said the
defoliating was done to test
resuits in an area under se-
cure condilions that were
not available in Vietnam.
The same source said that a
later Thai
quest for ARPA’s help to de-
foliate an area in North
Thailand where Communist
guerrillas were active was

- refused because the defloli-

ants had been found harm-
ful to animals and humans.
ARPA also ran projects to
gather intelligence material
on Communist guerrillas
from Thai sources, and
ARPA teams helped develop
ground and airborne sensor
systems fo detect Commu-
nist movement through the
jungle. Some of the_sq Sys-

STATOTHR

government re-

| library,
v 20,000 volumes.

tems have had application |
in the electronic warfare !
system the United States !
has used to locate bombing
targets in Laos and Viet-
nam.

The workers at ARPA say.
they have done valuable
work in such areas as soil
testing, vegetation and envi-
ronmental scicnces that
have peaccful as well as mil-
itary applications.

When ARPA closes its-
doors here it will leave be-

hind the military rescarch
and development center, a -
facility  bhuilt jointly with
Thailand that will be oper-
ated by the Thai supreme
command. = ARPA is also
leaving abhout half a million
dollars’ worth of electronic
equipment and the unclassi-
fied portion of its reference
which runs to ahout
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Despite press 'soccuhtibﬁ a peace
apreement for Viztnam may soon be con-
cluded, there is concrete evidence indicating
the U.S. is nlanning to prolong the conflict
and will attempt to subvert any peace ac-

cords.

U.S. procrastination in T'aris, intensified
‘bombing and the hupge shipments of arms to
Saigon, amonp other developments, are all
indicators that the White liouse has no
desire for true peace and has not abandoned

. its neo-colonial designs in Indochina.

An evea more ominous proof of U.S.
intentions of maintaizning ifs puppet regimes
in Indochina, was the apparent effort by
prcsxde'm;xl envoy Hc.nry Kissinger to press

Saigon’s “demands” in Paris at thc end of
November, which would have virtually

scrapped the agreement reached in October
by 1\1.;‘“1‘“01‘ and Le Duc Tho of the DRV,
There have been various hypotheses put
forward in the Vestern préss concerning
Kissinger’s sceming about-face on behalf of
Saigon, after proclaiming in October before
the world that “peace is at hand.” Nearly
every possible explanation has been
proposed by the pundits c*'cr-pt thc most
plausible one. The U.S stalling in Paris decs
not represent any deference to its” Saizon
puppets, but rather it is for the purpeses of
U.S. policy and the Saizon ru'imc is mcrcly
an mmrumcm U.S. expressions of “suppert”
for Szigon’s policies, now as in the pasi, to
the extent thcy are not fictions for dt.CU\ g
American opmxon are fundamentally cxz-
pressions of the aims and designs of the U.S.

Galn tine

In essence, American procrastination in
Paris has been an effort to gain time for
augmenting  Saigon's war machine and
scmnp up a huee clandestine network of
“civilian adwvisors” which wiil attempt to
pro! ong the strugele in Victnam, as well as in

the rost of INpEpevefdrFforWRGi@a‘SQIZbﬁ

tprecraents have been reache

'pr wer perspective,

Nﬂll UlA GUsks an

* “Even as the U.S. rm'ltary is packing up
for ‘its expected exit from  Vietnam,
American officizcls here are sccretly plan-
ning a major postwar presence of ULS.
civilians in Victnam, with many of them
doing jobs formerly done by the military,”
.wrote Fox Butterfield in a report from
Saigon in the Nov. 27 New York Times.
¥iithout- alluding to the delay in Paris,
Butterficld noted that the U.S. is in the
process of cugmenting its “civilian advisory”
force in Vietvam, from 5000 to 10,059, its
peak level at the stage of maximum U.S.
military presence in Vietnam. Dut it should
be apparent that this “advisory” apparatus
could net be assembled overnioht, anymore
than the enorsmous flow of U.S, arms could

“be brought to Szigen in a day. Szizon's air

force was i,zc:c.a:,cd JAwo-fold, fro*l ap-
proximately 1000 to 2030 aircraft during tze
past two raonths, to give only cne item of
U.s. u;ply‘ cliort. :
To place reeent developments o their
it must bz noted tha
there hes been a m.\;or siift in U.S, strateny
sct in maotion lest spring in the wake of the
sustoined offensive by the Liberation
/\’*'-u,d Forees in South Victuan. .
Despite edministration ciforts to piany
down the strength of the offensive, it is
vident tb:st once agaia the whole. U.S.
stratcgy for victory in Vietnam was smashed.
Only the most drastic U.S. measures of the
war prevented the complete collapse of the

s,,-— o5

Sar.,\. n regime and its armed forces: the
blockade of the DRV, the greatest aerial
escalation against the DRV and liberated

scal
arcas  of SoLlh Victnam (while heavy
".‘.‘om" of Lzcs and Cambodia was

1rcd) and unprecedented aerial fac-

ntation of the U.S. air jogistics
sanport S con's forces during the of-
fansive surbcd from 2 monthly average of
aboui ning million 1)o.mds of cargo before
the offessive to 60 :million pounds in-May.
Augnented U.S, “support” for Saigon after
the oifcnsive bepan, raised total U.S. ex-
peudditares on the war by an annual rate of
approxim: 1tely $10 billion or ncarly doubdle

T

Le tate prior to the offensive.

> augme
Cr-

augmentation by requesting additional war
funding only for the period ending Sept. 50,

At abo t the same time the adminisiration
presented Congress with a request for these
funds in June, Alr Amcrica and Continental
Ailr Services, the CIA contractual “civilian”

pirlines, began stepping up recruiiing among
Air Force personnel in Indociing, according
to a Dec. I report of Dispatch News Service,
by Jehm Burgess. He quoted from a con-
ficential recruiting brochure which, among
otiier points, stateds

CZ:isﬂnf.ii-ﬁ" werfare .

o GRS

lha. is povernment agencjes

gOVlTI‘ﬂﬂlChl,

and logistics sugport for the Saigon™

"he Nixon administration concenled this:

such as USOM, USAID, USIS, ctc. While
thzse aqencizs may be und :r CIA direction,
you don't kaow and you den't care. The
govern ment agencies direct the ro‘.\mgs acd
sclicduilngs, your company provides the
techinical know-hew and you fiy the air-
pizne.

Tt he brochure makes it clear that “civilian
hyxrg is mercly a cover for ciandestine
military activity: “Althouph flizits mainly
serve U.S, offiical personnel movement un
native officials and civilians, you co..‘ctxr)cs
enznge in the movement of friendiy {recps,
or of eremy captives; or in the transport of
cargo more potent than rice and beans!
Theres a  war going . on. Use your
imeagination!™ .

In what Burgess decscribes as a
“hastily”added postreipt, the brechuore
states:  “Foreign  eid  situction unclear
pending outcome military siteation in RV
(Republic of Vietnam), but it looks as if we'll
finish the war (and peace terms favoerabie for
our side); U so, it is expected thet 2 boom
emong contract operators will result, . ..
In other words, here we have the first

.conrrezc umcauou that the White Houwse

..-.

was itly ﬁd'l itting - defest of its
“Vietnzmizzation” program and reverting to

lcs'-' costly program of ciandestine warfare.
The U.S. strategy shilt was yrooeu!v cquslly
gictated by 2 desire to further diminish (he
politizal opact of the war ca American
»ointon and fmahy by a desire to diminisa

.:-

puc
S

tre tlow to U.S . prestize in the eveat of
wiinanie faliure, ahal is the co 'F;:sc of the

puppet regimes,
The UK. is clwrny trying to stave off this
Cevelopinent os long rs possible L it it also

wants to avoid the impression of being

enpaged in direct and large- scql., U.S. in-

tervention at the time, Vrthll sooner or later
Nixon and Kissinger raust know is inevitable.
Even if they cannol face this reality, the
are now in deadly earnest about maintaining
support for the puppet regimes, repardless of
any peace ‘agreement. If the U.S. honestly
adhered to a peace (xargemcnt. Saizon's
po slitical cellapse would quickly follow. That
is why the U.S. is stepping up clandestine
support for the Saigon n.gl'm, milita Ty aid
ciszuised as civilian “centractual”  aid,
provided mainly by U.S. private milifery
coitractors. )
lherc is a relationship between the U.S,
arms build-up Indochina and the program

V{or secred contractual aid. Before the Qc-

tober peace agreenient, the ULS, made litle
ciforl to keep the program” secret. In
testimony belore the Senate Approoriations
Commitiee on Sept. 13, Air Ferce Maj. Gen,
Josephe R, DeLucea explained in dewnil U.S.

.plaus for coniracting for personnel to train

Saigon Air Force members, In the arca of
"m(" iance alone, the U.S. was planninyg (o
contracts for $34 miliion of one 1o

{I‘RQQQébﬁQ‘\Qb‘bbﬁ %1 personnel, ac-
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By FREDERIC SIIERMAN
tleraid Editorial Writer

THERY is at Yale University a doc-
toral scholar who would like to believe
Richard Nixon is trying to cut loose
from Victnam because of evidence that
American involvement
in Southeast Asiais a
mejor factor ~ in the
increasing prcbhlem
with heroin addiction

* here in this country,
Alfred W. WMcCoy
has offered such evi-
dence in his book enti-

tled The Politics of

e Heroin  in  Southeast
Sherman Asia (Harper & Row).
Those who support American

intervention in Vietnam as a scliless act
in defense of freedam will judee the
MecCoy bock as a sputious indictment
fitled with wild and bascless charges.
But there is too much in this book for it
to be dismissed as anti-Vietnar propa-
ganda. Eighteen months of study pro-
duced the names, the places and the
dates of trafficking in the poppy gun
that is urned into the powder of white
_ death.

Sources of opium and hcroin are
traced through the politics and the ccon-
omics of the military diclatorships in
South Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos and
Thailand.

Aircraft controtled by General Ky in
Saigon transported from Laos the hero-
in that was pushed on tens of thousands
of American servicemen, H was sold
cheaply because there were more than
500,000 potential customers. I wasg
General Iv's sister who directed much
of the {raflfic in herein from the Scdone

b «!’ﬁldu, Holel in Pakse, a (Il\’ inwestern
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L.aos near the Thai border.

The Cambodia invasion did not ac-
complish the capture of tie North Viet-
namese headquarters, but it did enable
the Saigon Navy to expand its role in
the heroin traffic. Up until the invasion
of Cambodia, {here was no surface tran-
sit for heroin from Laos. But with the
protection of Amecrican air power, the
Vietnamese admirals were able to run
their heroin in co'npetmon with General
Ky’'s aircraft.

THIS is a book the CIA tried to sup-
press because it documents the use of
American money and American
airplanes in  the heroin traffic. This
again is more of the political expediency
on which Washington’s stumbling in

|
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Southeast Asia is based. The loyalty of
mountain  (ribesmen could only he
bought by purchases of their poppy crop
and transtoit of the optum gum to pro-
cessing plants controlled by political
leaders in Laos and Cambodia. It was a
repeal of the game invenied by French
intelligence officials who use profits
from heroin traffic o finance political
machinaltions.

On Page 263, McCoyv writes, “With-
out air transport for their opium, the
Meo (tribesmen) faced economic ruin.
There was simply no form of air trans-,
port available in northern lLaos except
the CIA’s charter airline, Air America.
And according to several sources, Air
America began flving opium from mourn-
tain villages north and cast ol the Plain
of Jars to Gen. Vang Pao's headquarters

-gt Long Tieng.” This, then, is the major
in the so-called secret American .

factor
war in Laos: traffic in opium destined
for pushers in Saigon and for the smug-
glers coming into the United States by
way of Miami from Latin America.

THE BASIC problem, as McCoy out-
lincs it, is that Amcrican officials in
Southeast Asia
story ol the heroin traffic cannot
won't do anything about il because ofé&
fears that their actions would somehos
hamnper the war effort.

If agents of the U.S. Burcau of\
Narcolics, for example, were to gcf
tough with Thai leaders mixed up with

" herain in Bangkok, American commands

ers of the airbases in that country woul@

who know the inside |
or{

j.r" .

e

suddenly find it impossible to get je¥

fuel delivered or other vital supplics

delivered. -
¥

This is why McCoy called his booi'n .

The Poiitics of Heroin.

o PRI S RYT N G  SAT os ins w  EE R AN TN M e
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By JOHN BURGESS
: Bpecial to The Star-News
! BANGKOK — “The flying is
~xon-military; in other words,
‘eivilian flying, You are flying
‘for the U.S. government, that
.is government agencies such
“as USOM, USAID, USIS, ete.
+ While these agencies may he
“under CIA direction, you don't
rknow and you con’t care. The
vgovernment agencies direct

_the routings aﬂd schedulings,

yyour company provides the
* technical knsw-how and you
: fly the airplane.”

:+« Thus an unnamed American
«pilot describes “civilian
flying” in Southeast Asia-for
“Air America and the Icsser

“known Continental Air Serv-
~iees — hoth private companies

L on contract to the U.S. govern-
<ment. The pilot’s comments
varc part of a confidential,
-16-page brochure available at
certain Air Force personnel of-
“fices. It is shown to Air Force
pxlofs interested in flying for

“‘one of the compzanies upon

compleumg their m1htary serv-
1ce

The brochure lists no author
Jor publisher, but it offers an
-1llum1natmff view into the in-
‘ternal oper atlons of Air. Amer-
ica, which has played a cru-
zcial role in the Indochina war
-theater since the 1830s. Air
yAmerica, along with the other
‘companies, has airlifted
“troops, refugees, CIA agents,
‘American politicians, war ma-
{erial, food and occasionally
‘prisoners . all over Southeast
A51a

: Extravagant Salaries
The brochure, dated June 29,

1972, boasts that Air America

;ranked as one of the most
‘profitable corporation -in the
United States in 1989, a year
when most of the world’s air-
Jines Jost heavily. Air Ameri-
ca's customer is the U.S.
government. .

It employs about 436 pilots,
according to the pamphlet, of
* which 384 are working in
. Southeast Asia. The center of

Air America’s operation is
Laos, where the presence of
‘ mlhtary or military-related
‘personnel is prohibited by the
much-abuscd Geneva Confer-
ence of 1962.

Air America’s profits are
- high despite the somewhat ex-
travagant salaries it pays for
' {lying persomnel. According to

. the repogt, a pilot 1 11
years %M&(edﬁ#«oﬁ
UH-3¢D helicopter based. at
Udorn air base in Thailand an

Tili
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average of 100 hotirs monthly, .
will take home $51,525. All sal—
aries are tax frpe

A newly hired pilot {lying-a
C-7 Caribou transport b19ed in
Vientiane, averaging 100 hours
flying time monthly, would
earn a minimum $29,442. The
U.S. commercial pilot average
is $24,000,

Also available to Air Ameri-
ca personnel, in addition to a
liberal expense account, is life
and medical insurance, two-
weeks leave, tickets on other
airlines at 20 percent normal
cost, PX and government
mailing privileges and educa-
tional allowances for depend-
ents. Many Air America pilots
are retired military men re-
ceiving military pensions.

traband:

“Although flights mainly
serve U.S. official personnel
movement and native officials
and clvilians, you sometimes
engage in the movement of
friendly ftroops, or of enemy
captives; or in the fransport of
cargo much more potent than
rice and beans! There’s a war
going on. Use your imagina-
tion?”

Air America works hand-
in-hand  with the U.S. Air
Force. At Udorn air base in
Thailand, Alr Foree mechan-
ics repair the airline’s trans-
ports and helicopters, many of
them unmarked. The Air
Force has reportedly leased
giant C130 transports when the
. “«Good’ Investient planes were needed for opera-

Americans can also become '
“air freight specialists”, com--
monly called kickers., Their
job is to push cargo out over
drop.” zones. Salary is
$1,600-51,800 per month. Quali-

tions in Laos. In the section on
Air America’s benefits, the

normal home and sick leave:

ed appropriately” — an appar-

fications: American’ citizen-  ©0t acknowledgement that
ship, air borne training, expe. . ther¢ are military people
rience with the U.S, Air Force X&rek;ﬁ% dircetly with Air

preferred.

Air America, Ine.,is owned
by a private aviation invest-
ment concern called the Pacif--
ic Corp. Dumn' and Brad-
street’s investment directory
places its assets in the $10-850
million category, and rates it !
“good” as an investment risk,
Air America itself employs al-

together about 8,000 persons,
1ankmg in size ]ust below Na-
tional Airlines and ahove most
of ihe smaller U.S. domestic
airlines.

Formerly eafled Clvil Air,
Transport (CAT), Air America
was organized after World
War II by General Claire
Chennault, commander of the
American fighter squadrons in
Burma and China known as
the Fly1ng Tigers. CAT played
a major role in post-war China  geryice, the following men sit
supplying Nationalist £roops.  wp the Air America board of
CAT also supplied the French  girectors:
during their phase of the war Samuel Randolph Walker —
in Indochina. " chairman of the board of Wm.

Air America is commonly ¢ watlker's Son, New York;
considered an arm of the CIA. /(.11 ector of Equitable Life As-

In Laos, the CIA for the past surance Socicty; member of
10 years or more has mail-  pegora] City ‘Council, Wash-
tained an army of hill tribe- ingten, D.C.; member of Ac-
men, mairly Thai ard Lao gy Council for Better Citles,
mercenaries. Most-of the alr - a0y America, Inc., and life
supply and transport needs for  yyqr06 * Columbia University.
this army have been handled William  A. Roed — chair-
by Alr America. ~man of the board of Simpson
Txmbor Co.; chairman of the

One should not conclude,
however, that the salarics, ¢x-
c1tement and tax advantages
mean that Air America pilots
hope the war will continue. As
the brochure’s author notes in
a typed postseript:

“oreipn aid situation un-
clear pending outcome mili-
tary situation in RVN (Repub-

"lic of Vietnam), but it looks as
if we'll finish the war (and
peace terms favorable for our
side); if so, it is expected that
a boom among contract opera-
{ors will result when imple-
mented, due to inevitable re-
habilitation and reconstruction
'aid in wartorn areas. ... Job
market highly competitive and
yowll npeed all the help you
can get.”

According to Pacific News

it hints at the sub:ect of con- ¥ i

prochure lists in addition to . )

“Military leave will be grant- '

R(Rrectov of g@ \vnl:{%p‘

not mention opxum explicitly, son Timber Co.; director of .

Qegttle First ‘National Bank;
direclor of General Insurance
Co.: director of Boeing Co.;
director of Pacific Car Found- |
ry Co.; director of Northern
Pacific Railroad; dircclor of
Stanford Rcscaxch Institute.
Arthue Berry Richardson —
Imexgn service officer in Rus-
sia, China and England from
'1914 to 1936; chairman of the
board of Cheeseborough
Ponds, Inc. from 1935 to 1361,
director of Uniled Hospital
Fund, New York; trustece of
Lenox Hill Hospital.

James Barr Ames — law

© partner in Ropes & Gray, Bos-

ton: director of Air Asia Co.,
Ltd director of Internatmnal
Student Association; member,
Cambridge Civic Assomallon
and trustee of Mt. Auburn

Hospital.
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NEW DESTINATION: Air America, which has had its Asia headquarters in
Taiwan for:many years, is relocating its main -operations to Thailand.

The airline---often referred to as the Central Intelligence Agency's
(CIA s) air arm---has been tied in with Taiwan's old Civil Air Transport (CAT)
" complex, which includes Air Asia, for management and operational -purposes.

CAT doesn't operate its own planes anymore but provides management services
for others. It's Air Asia arm is the biggest aircraft maintenance operation
in the Far East, Both will stay in Taiwan. ;

Word about the Air America move has just leaked out. We' 11 have a more

detailed report on what the move is all about and what it means in a later
issue,

ate.
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T «  They Want Out - * 1 Now CIA militarization has
B R pproved For Rélease 2001/03/04- SHARDRS0:04601 R0
BULLETIR - ing more than to escape the the Lao Teung. But the onee

’ : SGU and the war, return to prosperous’ Meo have been
E - 6%4,371 their villages and families, decimated by the CIA’s mili- 1
! and grow rice. tary programs. i
8 - 701,743 * The deterrent to escape was . The tens of thousands of un- §

DEC

£

10 "372 ~ the Royal Lao Army — 2§ willing and unknowing tribes-
years in the Royal Lao Army. men helicoptered up to the
o Military service is compul- Plain of Jars cach dry season

to hold a gun he will be drafted. shelling.

R am AR And once a soldier, the only Barely 10 percent of the
@E ¥ ’@E @ 2 € Way out is bribery or serving Meos, survive in their tradi-

until - you're 40. Twenty-six tional mountain-top homes. As
years In the Royal Lao Army  (eir villages foll behind Com-

Yot » A YA E APAE s risky at the very best odds, ist li th ere bomb-
EEE@MR@“%@% @E‘g T Army recruiting  teams Iunist iines, fhey w : .

ed by the Americans. i

9
“ . . : -
. reach even remote villages, Dispatch News Service Inler- ./

By JOHN EVERINGHAM getting in by helicopter where .- national |
Special to The Bulletin: Arucks won’t go. o T
Phou Dum, Laos — The - It isn’t hard to sce why:

twin antennae of a small U., 'those who had  the chance .
communications  transmitter Opted 1',(31“ being an “American

- sticks up from a lonely moun- .So!dlcf' instead.  **American

. tain top 10 miles northwest of - “AlMy” pay begins at 12,500
- the village of Luang Prabang Xip. per month ($15); Lao -

in northern Laos. . -army at 4,500 per month (35).

" ! According

maintain tl
- . Provides

to a Thai civilian '~ Food too, I was assured,- .

employed by Air America Was far better and more
(under contract to the CIA) to Plentiful, chiefly because the

1e. installation, it ‘Americans deliver it them--
he - U.S. military . selves, Even big jars of local

with communications between lirewater whisky are occa-.

forthern La
Qase at Udo

os and the U.S. air -sionally given out,
rn, Thailand. © In battle, SGU troops have’

. - Pro-Communist Pathet Lao 4£CCSS 1o ‘superior weapons: -
“forces control everything and a more reliable flow of-
_north and ‘west of the moun- &mmunition than their broth-

" tain, beginn

ing just a few hun- €rs in the Lao army. Air sup-

dred meters irom the trans- POrt comes faster and their

mitter,

wounded are evacuated more

Not “Irregular’ swiftly, said Lieutenant Ohn
. The 400 Lao Teung (moun- See, the company command-

‘tain:Lao) “irregulars” at the - er.

in%tallation

arc among the 30,- More Respect :

"000 mountain villagers who  The Lao Teurg speak of the

form the

backbone of the “American bosses” with more

:ClA’s 1o longer secret army respect than do the Meo SGUs .

" i Laos, an

tually independent of Laotian highlands.

- control,
Officials
Virregulars,

army that is vir- With whom they share these

Before CIA militarization of,
refer to them as ’Tﬁ’é"'ﬂm'mm;n. tribes, the
” but they are Meo had a firmly established

fulltime, highly trained so_cia I-political Structure -
froops. . The Special Guerilla Which the CIA brushed aside.

Units (SGU

) are given credit But the Lao Teung were dis-

for the Vientiane govern- Organized and scattered, and

ment’s not

having lost control the CIA had no need 'to inter-

of the whole country. Commu- fere with their traditional -
nist forces occupy three- leadership.

fourths of Laos. : The Lao Teung's economic
. How did these mountain sol-* position has always been well
diers wind up in an American below that of the Meo. Their

. army?
. “Money’"

. crops were less carefully ten-
I was told over ded'and their livestock fewer, - o

and over again on a rocent
‘overnight visit to the moun-.
tain. (Chances of a journalist . -
being given a lift aboard the

‘American

* serves the mountain are about

- helicopter  that

mountans uARPLAEd or Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6
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_ 'By ARNOLD R. 1SAACS ~
Sun-Staff Caorrespondent

Vientiane, Laos—The United

"States- role in the Indochina |

war may have diminished—but
net in Laos.

No longer top secret but stilli
partly concealed from public
view, {he American war effort
in support of the Lao govern-

ment remains as large as;a pattern that has remained!p,
ever. Without it, U.5. and Lao 1 essentially g

i

~officials agree, the war against,
" the Pathet Lao and its North:
Vietnamese allies would col-;
lapse not in months but possi-
bly in days. o
¥ “f‘hey might last a counle of
weeks without us,” said an
American officer-with long ex-
perience in Laos. He grinned,
but he wasn’t joking. A Lao
colonel, asked how long it
would take with continued out-
side aid for the Lao Ztmy 1o |
be able to defend itsclf, said;
seriously: “Eight or 10 years”. {
In support of the pgovern- .
“ment's war effort, the US. is

$350 million a year. This is:
about 10 times the whole Lao .

-national budget, -and almost | tempted to hide the degree of
{wice the country’s gross na-!their involvement in Laos, The

tional product. .

The aid totdls do not includé {acknowledged the presence of

the cost of American bombing, |
which is mowted from outside !
Laos. Although e present ex-
‘{ent of bombing in Laos is nat
“known, fighter-bombers and
B-52's have at times in the
past reached sortie rates over
Laos exceeding the highest
ever reachied over North Viet-
nam. ) .
U.S. aid to Laos began in the
1650's. During the confused
warfare preceding the Geneva
Conference of 1962, the Ameri-
cans -supplied nearly half a
billion dollars for militar, sal-
aries and equipment, adminis-
{ering the military assistance
through a mission misteadingly
called the Prosrams E-alua-
tion Office and manned by
military officers in civilian
clothes uuder the guise of
“technicians”—an  operstion
that foreshadowed later clan-
destine efforts. :
When the Geneva Accords
“hanned foreign military aid.
“the Americans conscientiously
withdrew 666 military advisers.
- Only 40 of the 10,000 North
‘\liemamkpgbp' dFar
v

Laos withdr

creased their aid 1o the Lao!

| approaches to the trail and
providing direct miliarv aid of  North Vietnam’s border.

taboul 20.000.

{justified by North Vietnam’s
lviglation of the Gencva agree-

Lolficially admilted,

“are. weekly, monthly or eveny .
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iy

pervision, though others £7nay ,
have faded across the border. |
The war guickly resumed, and
so did American support. .

1n 1964-1965, when the Ameri-

It is known, though. that the
i bombing has been very heavy.
I Tn 1969-1970. a period in which
most hombing of North Vict-
nam was suspeneded, the sor-

cans launched full-scale - air| (jp yate over Laos was re-
'war in Indochina and the!: , )

. , i ported. to have been —
North Vietnamese increased | ave been 400 a day

‘ | a higher rate than has ever
their commitment of men and | a o ‘ R h
arms to the battles in Soulll;:));;?. l.CRCth-Ovex _1\01 th. Viet-
Vietnam, the Laos war took ol I the grotind war, American
. i Embassy officials, military af-
Cea unchanged ‘C‘CI Maches and Central Intclligence
sinee. - - i - PAgency personnel are deeply
Ihe U.S., seeking fo inipede | involved in war planning. The
the flow of Cemmunist froops | 17,5, Jmbassy spokesman’ in
and supplies dovn the Ho Chi fvientiane, gives a mililary
Minh trail complex in eastern v ..~ .1 .
Laos, stepped up its suppnrt of + briefing for correspondents at.
Lao government troops in re-j 1130 every mornmg. .
furn for diplomatic silence on | The briefings. are quite de-|
U.S. bumbing of the trail. The i tailed cxeept on U.S. opera-
North Vietnamese in lwrn in-1tions. Though the spokesman
will often reler to air strikes,
Communist forces in porthern . for example, he will ‘not say
Laos, committing thousar-ds of ; whose planes  were flying
their own men {o keep Lao|lhem. &7 7
government  troops  pinned T
down salely awa}g fx‘m’n the | - = All supplies o
On the ground, the U.S. fur-
nishes all the weapons, ammu-
nition and = supplies for the
56:000-man ~Roval Lac Arnny
—which, despite the, U.S, aid,
still ~is  regarded  as poorly
Arained, badly-led and largely
ineffective except for defensiye
garrison duty, .7
The main American effor{
hes been wilh, the irregular
units, | originally. Jorganized,
trained, paid and- in many
cases dirccted by the CIA, The,
irregular forces have grown {o:
about 30,000 “men, and many)
of them are only very loosely |
controlled by the Lao.military |
command—a fact which is now
giving some concern o thel
governmient and 1o U.S. offi-
cials Jooking ahead to a possi-:
ble cease-five. : {
The origins of the irrepular:
forces are still shrouded in:
secrecy, bui the information |
available suggests that the!
Americans did not intend, in|
the beginning, to create whaL}
: has hecome .a parallel army.|
the bombing is now  The first units apparently were;
few details- formed by the CIA lo wage)
, guerrilla warfare against the

In the cnsuing years,- hoth
Washington  and  Hanoi  af-

North Viefnamese have never

their troops in {he country-
now -estimated o number
The Americans, !
though feceling their aid was

ment, apparenily fell it wou'd |
be embarrassing o intervene!
openly while Hanoi continued
o deny its role.

Though an effort as large as
the U.S, ‘war in Laos could not
really be kept hidden, official
secrecy was maintained for a
long time., It was not until
March, 1970, that President
Nixon publicly acknowledgd
American aireralt were bomb-
ing Laos, though the facts had
been -known long before.

Few details
Though

are made available. The num-, el
ber of missions cach day, for{ jyy (‘liiat\-lninh railan aciivity
example, is not disclosed, NOT | (hay might bave embarrassed‘,
o lao  sovernment,  which!
yearly iotals. Presumably this |, .o :nlw;n-sb regarded’ {he: war'
is not for securily TCasons,|iin [aqern laos as the affair
since the Amerjcans have foriiof (ne Americans and: North
years released fairly mec}sc"i\’iulnumcsc. ey .

i American official said,

£f A
V4

TFegular units Ujust grew’—
4 parlly because many Ameri-
ceans felt the Royal Lao Army
"was simply too inept lo he
cimade into a capable fighting
Horee, -
i

“Has evalved” v
" The situation’ hus evolved,”
said ~ @n - American  officer,
speaking of the formation of
the irregular units, “and I'm
not sure our policy has evolved
along  with it as it should
have.” I

Along  with “the irregular
units. the U.S. pays and cquips
batfalions  of  “volunieers”,
from Thailand. Almos{ every-
thing about the Thai units is
clagsificd, because both the
"Lao and Thai governments are
sensilive on the subject. There
are said to he about 12.000
Thai treops in the couniry
now, almost double the num-
ber present ayeay ago. o

~ Working with the Lao {orces,
according to the UK. Em-
bassy, are 32 U.S. advisers,
which dees not seem & large
number but actually represents
a far higher ratio of American
advisers 1o local {roaps than
-has existed for years in South
Vietnam. o

It is nol known how many
Americans working for “lhe
annex”~—local slang for the
ClA—are - directly involved
with wmilitary or paramilitary
units. T

Jetween 300 and 400 Ameri-
cans provide logislical support
for Lao forces, mostly through
Air America, the ClA-finunced
charter airline that flies troops
and - supplies throughoul the
country. Air America’s helicop-
ters.~ and-..{ransport . planes,
some of them with the compa-
ny's fusignia  bul most un-
marked, can be seen at vir-
tually every airstrip in Laos.
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~ (Former Green  berel
Capt. Rohert F. Marasca
and seven other Special
Forces members were ine
volved in ane of fhe majer
controversies af the Viet-
nam War in (949 when ac-
cused of mprdering a triple
agent. Now a civiiian in
Bloomficld, he spent many
hours being interviewed by ™~
Daily Journal  reporter
Thomas  Michalski,  recall-
ing eveuls surrounding ihe
_assassination fhat he says
never were made publio),

By THOMAS MICHALSKE
' lnm'nw] Stafft Writer
'lhat 1\3 ¢

nrdered’

T

Central mmH genece -\f‘pm\ n
“Tome [T hrranse he Tnew ten
el 5ot
7%‘ \\'.ﬂ B
"‘-Th.mnu.\ L0 WAS arlmmm"
JAFAU the Comnmumisis  were
~=etling up hase camps in Cam-
shodia,  Capl,  Robert  F,
Mrnrum RAVE,
Y This, plus thn fact lhat U‘\h

f TINCe

(l\ learned  Chuven wag 2
Tm i Kmmnmf'k(* _a:‘f?, f.

vemiiter In.an ~_r_\;(_lrr tn
“AMataseq_ and. his._men “ig
ohmm"__.,g.im."

e (Chovenl was  more
dangerans withoul a rifle than
100 ruen with rifles,” Marasceo
told The Daily Jdonrnal. ‘He
had  the Lnowlerdge, intefli
gence and capabibity of kitling
nanyv people. .

“There  was  nn Alficull

_ecizian tn mahe. It was ane

passthiy thanizands of
American Gle, There was no
_point fes discnssion,’

\wtr-xn £in APy

UChnens knew  Marazea's
nnttz aad photngraphie,
pumreatians and other ntelh
gonce cquipment., More
impariant. he alza knew tha
Propees Gamga, was ket
close \ralchA

cam

nil 3\mf_j1ran :c[aa_
ornimm_

against .

merenpial chief of state,

Sihanauk waz at that time
halancing the rast against the
wesl. altempting to maintain
Crmbadia’s independence -
anel tn steer his enuntry clear
of the Vieinam War, He did
not. succeed, however,

Hanoi, at that time, hecame
mare demanding in itz deal
ings with  Sthanoul Az the
Comimunizis  hoill, up  large
bhaze camps and undersround
arsenals in border areas,

"Prince Sibanouk haz  al-
warz contended  that  there
were 1o VO ar Nopth Vietham-
Cambndia anrd  that
("fambodia was nnt used as a

£ in

. refluyge ar as a supply roule,”

Maraseo  sail, “In 1969

Sihannuk was starting to come

around. He wasz saving, ‘veah,
well, there may he a few)’
“Wa were ahout to gend an
Ameriean charge de-affairs tn
Cambodia  because  relations
ere imprnving,” Marazen gaid,
Had Chuoven talked abhont,
intelligence  aperations  in
Cambhndia  tn the  North-
Vietnamese, it mizhf. have
affected relations with Prince
Sihanank, )
“Chuyen knew that
Project. Gamma wasz a mi-
lateral nperation and, did, in
fact. inform South Vietnam
about our highlv  classified
operations,” Marvasco said.
Althaugh the United States
and  South  Vierlnam  were

alsn

alliez, the latter eonde notl he
Iru:trd rnatgh  far invelve-
mentin Project,. Gamma,

Maraseo gair,

"We o wanted it in he
siuceessful,” Marasen
"It oeandd nab have been wath
all the polines aue) Al the
ruthile agents we micht have
fruned as our hosnes,™

SMaraseon

mdd I'ragect,

Ceanvna hael e

adeed.

ng Cam processing
pproved.Eor.Release 2&03;/63/@4
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Cwere directed fo Laos, some to

the 1 bovdder area and others
tn Cambadia,

“If we had the Snuth
Virlnamese in there with us,”
Aarasen explained, “Project
Gamma would bhave become
just annther worthless  unit
like =0 many pthers.”

It was in April 1969 when
Chuven's triple identity came
to light. The entire story,
Marasen said, was never told.

“I had a split camp.,” he
cxplained, “Myself and fwo,
men were in one camp. I had
a sergeant, Alvin L. Smith Jr.,
wha waz st another location,
zetfing up a team  of
Vietnamese and Cambodians
ol hiz own.”

Chuven was Smith's

principal  agent. Ultimately,
Marasco relieved Smith and
assumed  total responsibilify

for the second camp or “net.”

Prior {n the actual takcover,
howaver, Marasen said  he
handled Smith’s net only in a
supervizory capacity.

After an emergency leave to
Florida when Simith’s mother
died,  the = zergeanl was

azsigned tn Nha Trang Gpeeial .

‘Forces headauarters, One day
he was going through some
TUCARENANZ IR R NERORT ALY

Seceond of 5 articles

AR TR RANT NN RNR &

captured  photozraphs  from
annther, unrelaied aperation,

One of the pietires, Marasen
sawl, zhowed a known Viet
Cong peveral standing with his
arm  around  Chuven, 1in a
friendls manner,

Marasen was
the field and,

called  {rom
aAfter a meeting,
it was decided a0 ‘run A
check™ on Choven,

“We faund that he had nol
pone  throngh  the  nnrmal
helare hi=z

DALLY JCURNAL

‘;; A
10ie

HOEW

“Soppogedly, it was hard to
come up with enough
appointments  with the guy

wha ran fthe He detector. . . it
was {ough to dn it, =0 there
was always an excnse as to
why it hadn't heen done.”

As it turned out, it
discovered
heen trained in Narth Vietham
“in the equivalent of our

He had arrived from
Hanni in 1934,

During the early 1930°s Ho
Chi Minh had allowed great
numbers of peoaple to migrate
ta the south, Some of those
wha zettled in varinus hamleis
were, in {act,

wAas

ba called upon at any time to
perform a service.

Thus, it
Chuven wasz an  “inactiva”
azent until 1968 when Hanaoi
“Tapped him" for espionage
duties,

“Chuyen came to us highly
recommended by the South
Vietnamese,” Marasco said.
“When 1 tnok aver Smith's
net, Chuven had alreadsy heen
rstablished as  a  principal
agent,

“We brought him
Trang  and

tn Nha
eventiually  in
Salgon  for  questienipg,”
Marasca zaid, “"This waz all
hased on the photagraph we
had  found. We put hup
thrauzh  three  he  deiccetor
examinations which he [lunked
migerablyv,” :

It was early June of 1963
when Chuyven's  poise was
dizscovererd, Retween the time
Chiven was broozhi frvom Nha
Trang tn Saizon, Marasen had
gone hame to New Jersey on
emereency furlougin

“When mv leave was up,
he saul. 1 wonld have hard
only four wecks to serve in

+-CHA-RDPS001601. R000900090001 6
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that Chuven had-

North
Vietnamese agents who could

i3 pnzsihle thai
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Mzc/be/ R. Lamberti et Cft/)erz;ze Lamour ont jtzzt Je tour dn monde pour
remonter outes les filiéres qui ménent aux vrais patrons de /cz drogue

« Si nous ne venons pas a bour de
ce fléau, c’est lui qui viendra a
hout de nous », s'exclamait, le
17 ij 1971, le président Nixon devant
des dizaines de millions de téléspectateurs.
Les Etats-Unis ont, en effet, le triste pri-
vilege de compter le plus grand nombre
d'héroinomanes du monde plus dun
demi-million actucllement, dont trois cent
mille: pour la seule ville de New York.
Plus dc 50 % des crimes erpétrés dans

les grandes villes sont dircctement lids & la

drogue :
nécessaire’ 4

on tue pour se procurer P'argent
‘T'achat d'une dose d’héroine.

Le phenomcne n'est pas seulement améri- .

cain : tous les pays européens voient croitre
A4 une vitesse vertigineuse le nombre de
leurs héroinomanes. En France, ol la pé-
nétration de la drogue n’a été sensible qu’a
partir de 196§, on en compte déji vingt

mille. Bt le ministére de la Santé estime.

que le pays pourrait compter cent wille
hérofnomanes cn 1976.

Couper la source

‘La drogue n’eést plus un simple pro-
bléme dec police. Partant du principe évi-
dent, exposé derniérement 4 un journaliste
américain de « U.S. News and World
Report » par 'ancien directeur des Doua-
nes américaines, Myles J. Ambrose, et selon
lequel « on ne peut pas devenir toxico-
mane si lon ne trouve pas de stupé-
fiants », :‘Washington a décidé de remon-
Ter & la source, c’est-a-dire i la produc-
tion' méme de l'opium, dont I'héroine est
un dérivé.’ '

Couper la source d’approvisionnement
des trafiquants, c’est intervenir dans les
-affaires des pays producteurs : de poli-
cidre, la lutte contre )a toxicomanie est
devenue politique. Se posant une fois de
plus en ¢ gendarmes du monde » malis,
.cette fois, pour une cause dont .personne
ne songe a discuter le bien-fondé, les Etats-
Unis se sont lancés dans une croisade que
d'aucuns jugent d'avance vouée a ['échec.

On produit, -en effet, chaque année, dans
le monde, assez d’opium pour approvision-
ner les cing cent mille héroinomanes amé-
ricains pendant cinquante ans
trois mille tonnes, dont la moitié scule-
ment est destinée 4 V'industrie pharmaceu-

- tournée vers le marché clandestin,
qu'elle auvrait di, en principe, €tre enticre-

deux &

PARIS, LE NCUVEL OBSERVATEUR
27 Nov ~ 3 Dec 1972

tique. Le reste passe sur le marché entre
les mains des trafiquants qui approvision-
nent les fumeurs d’opium et les héroino-
manes,

Les trafiquants pcuvcnl se fournir & deux
sources différentes :

© 1) Les pays dans, lesquels la culture du
pavot ecst lépale et controlée par I'Elat,
mais oli une partic de la récolte échappe
aux autorités administratives.

® 2) Les pays dans lesquels la culture
du pavot est en principe interdite, mais
qui n’ont pas ies moyens matériels et poli-
tiques —-ou le désir — de faire respecter
cette loi.

La Turquie, troisitme producteur mon-
dial, cntrait dans la premicre catégorie.
Jusqu'a ce que le gouvernement d’Ankara
décide de ‘proscrire la culture du pavot
sur tout le territoire turc & partir de 1972,
25 <% de la production d'opium était dé-
alors

ment achetée par I'Etat. Ce pays n’est pas
le seul & connaitre pareil probléme, une
enquéte effectuée par le service stratégi-
que des renscignements du Bureau des Nar-

cotiques américain (B.N.D.D.) donnait,
pour 1971, les chiffres suivants_:
Production  Production
(1) écoulée écoulée
sur sur
le marché le marché
licite clandestin
© Turquie . ...u.. 150 35 a 80
Inde .......... 1200 250 . -
Pakistan .. ...... 6 175-200
Iran . ... ..., 150 ?
URSS. . ...... 115 ?
République popu-
laire de Chine 100 ?
Yougoslavie .... 0,83 1.7
Japon ..., - 5 Co—
Triangle dor
(Thailande - Bir- )
manie - Llaos) . 750
Afghanistan 100-150
Mexique ..... . 5-15

{1) En tonnes.

.
A

Contrairemént & ce que l'on pourrait
penser, les ¢ fuites » ne sont pas propor-

tionnelles & Pimportance de la production
licite ni A celle des superficies cultivées

/104 : CIA-RDP80- -01601R00
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en pavot. Elles dépendent du plus o
moins grand sous-développement admini
tratif du pays concerné et de la capaci
des autorités locales a exercer un contrd
effectif sur les paysans,.au moment d
récoltes. -

Pourtant, méme des contréles rigo
reux ‘ne suffisent pas i éviter les détou
nements, compte tenu de la différence d
prix pratiqués sur le marché officiel et st
le marché clandestin. L'exemple de I'Inc
le prouve, ol, en dépit d'un systéme ¢
controle gouvernemental cité en’ exemp
par toutes les instances internationales,
fuites s’élévent & 18 %% de la productic
totale. La Yougoslavie laisserait échappi
prés de 70 % de sa production. Le Paki
tan, enfin, qui produit idgalement six to
nes d’opium, contribuerait pour prés
deux cents tonnes & l'approvisionncmce
des trafiquants.

Le pavot partoud

Dans une deuxiéme catégoric de pay
la preduction de Popium est ill¢gale.
évidemment aucun organisn
d’Etat chargé de controler une productic
qui, en prmcxpe n'existe pas. Clandestin
la récolte d’ opium est entierement écoul

" sur le marché paralléle. Selon le B.N.D.I

ces pays contribueraient pour huit cent ci
quante a4 mille tonnes & l'approvisionn
ment du trafic.

Drautres régions, sur lesquelles on
posséde absolument aucune informatic
preduisent de l'opium en quantité apps
ciable : le Népal et, probablement, ia Sy
et le Kurdistan irakien. On signale’ au

'lapparmon de champs de pavots en Ar

rique du Sud. Contrairement a ce que I
a souvent affirmé, la culture du pavot

requiert pas de conditions géographiqu
ou climatiques exceptionnelles. Elle réclar

,; seulement une main-d’ceuvre abondante

bon marché car la récolte demande bea
coup de soins ¢t de minutie.

Nombre de pays qui ne sont pas ¢
producteuxs traditionnels d’opium pol

" raient, 8'ils le voulaient, se¢ mettre a culti

du pavot. C'est le cas tour récent du .
pon. La producuon d'opium a, de ce i
tendance a croitre en fonction de la «
mande et pourrait encore augmenter cob
dérablement. Des indices nombreux nw
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PYRRHIC PLOY

E. W, PFEIFFER ‘

Mr. Pfeiffer is professor of zoology at the University of
Montana and a co-author of Harvest of Decath: Chemical
Warfare in Indochina (Free Press/Macmillan). He visited
Cambodia in 1969 and 1971 and was in Hanoi in 1970.

While on a visit to Hanoi in June 1970 my two compan-
ions and I met with Premicr Pham Van Dong. During the
conversation, 1 asked the Premier to evaluate Nixon’s in-
vasion of Cambodia which had occurred one month car-
lier. His answer was straightforward: “It makes things
very favorable for the success of our revolution.” By
“our revolution” I suppesed him to mean the revolution
of the Indochinese people against foreign invaders.

" How well does Premicr Pham Van Dong’s 1970 evalu-

ation accord with the situation of Cambodia in late 19727
Recent dispatches from Indochina suggest that he knew
what he was talking about. According to the A.P. (Sep-
tember - 1), only one-third of Cambodia is still under
“Khmer Republic” control. Tt has beén revealed that the

~ fanks used in the fall oficnsive against the An Loc area

(only a short distance from Saigon) came from the Chup
Rubber Plantation and nearby areas in Cambodia. These
arc the very arcas that President Nixon characterized
in April 1970 as “Communist sanctuaries” that must be
cleancd out. -

" Two factors havc been principally responsible for the
failure of Nixon's Cambodian policies. First, the Presi-

dent was badly misinformed about past U.5.-Cambodian-
Vietnamese relations and about thé situation on the Viet-
namese-Cambodian border prior to the March 1970
change jn the Cambodian Govermmnent. For instance, in
his specch of April 30, 1970, announcing the uU.s. -in-
wvasion .of the Fishhook region of Cambodia, Mr. Nixon
stated: “Tonight American and South Vietnamese units
will attack the headquarters for the cntire Communist
" military operation in South Victnam, This key control
center has been occupied by the North Vietnamese and
Vietcong for five years in blatant violation of Cambodia’s
neutrality.” Mr. Nixon, standing in front of a map of

Cambodia, put his finger on the little town of Mimot as

he made this accusation, That puzzled me a great deal,
for I had spent two days in and around Mimot about
four months before the U.S. attack, and knew it to be
controlicd by French and Cambodian rubber interests.
Mahy Europeans were working there, and some of them
(e.g., a Belgian plant pathologist) were in complete
sympathy with the American cffort in South Vietnam.
These Europeans were living with their wives and chil
dren in an environment of complete tranquillity. We
asked many of them whether they had seen any sign
of North Vietnamese or Vietcong activity and they all
answered no. ' : ) '
My colicague A. H. Westing and I had visited the re-
ion to inspect the damage doge by a clapdestine defolia-
'%ion raid APPJQMQ é@ﬁl&%?%%?qsgo%ugaﬂ%st

200,000 acres of eastern Cambodia. Accerding to a letter

STATOTH

OMIA?

I received some months later from Sen. Frank Church,
the raid was carried out by Air America, a CIA airline,
for what purposes we still do not know. After the raid,
the Sihanouk regime asked that American ofiicials visit
the rcgion, with a view to making reparations for. the
‘damage. Although the U.5. Government to this day offi-
cially denics having carried out this operation, it did send
a team of experts, including Charles Minarik of the Chem-
ical Warfare Laboratories, U.5. Army, into the Mimot
region shortly after the raids. This team’s report describes
how they were flown over the region, driven through it,
and how they walked in it—just as Westing and I did
some months later. It is inconceivable to me that the
North Victnamese and Vietcong, who according to WNixon
controlled the arca, would have permitted an official U.S.
Government tecam to wander through what Nixon called
“the headquarters for the entire Communist military op-
erations in South Victnam.” After the invasion began it ..
was widely reported that no key control center could
be found. Some arms caches were reportedly uncovered
and, of course, a great deal of rice. The rice did not’
greatly surprise me, since at the time we were there, the
main occupation, in addition to tapping rubber, was har-
vesting rice, . '
When speaking about the Cambodian “Communist
sanctuarics,” Mr. Nixon f{ailed to mention that, on orders
of Prince Sihanouk, troops of the Royal Cambodian
Army had in fact swept these arcas about three months
before his invasion. The troops were led by Prince Sirik
Matak, a loyal American protégé and one of those later
involved in Sihanouk’s overthrow, Sihanouk ordered
Matak to search out and destroy all Communist-Viet-
namese positions in Cambodia. Paul Bennett of the Cam-

bodian desk of the State Department informed me in an
interview, March 22, 1971: “A Cambodian Army opera-
tion began in January of 1970 in a northeastern province
at approximately the time when Sihanouk left for France
and when Prince Sirik Matak was Acting Prime Minister.
They sent up a number of additional battalions, among
the better troops in the Cambodian Army, and carried
out a series of small sweeps generally in this area. They
did have, as I recall, a number of contacts with small
V.C. and North Vietnamese units. They found and de-
stroyed a number of small supply dumps, a relatively
small campsite, but there was no major contact with the
main North Vietnamese forces.” Where were the thou-
sands of North Vietnamese troops that Nixon said had
occupied the area for five years? '

Besides  being mistaken about the nature of the
so-called Communist sanctuaries in eastern Cambodia,
Mr. Nixon grossly misrcpresented the facts when he
stated that “American policy since 1954 has been to
scrupulously respect the ncutrality of Cambodia. .
North Vietnam, however, has not respected that neutral-
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- 'B52 Raids Called"
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Associated Press

. SAIGON — U.S. B52 bomb-
ers continued their heaviest
raids of the war over North
Vietnam yesterday.
The North Vietnamese For-
eign Ministry issued another
statement condemning the
‘bombing attacks, and Ameri-
-can military sources indicated
the raids were a signal to Ha-
‘not that the United States will
not stop its bombing below the
20th Parallel until a peace
agreement is reached. The
‘peace talks have gone into re-
. cess until Dec, 4. i -
7 U.S. officials disclosed that
o second B52 was damaged in
‘a surface-to-air missile attack
“:last week that claimed the
.first B52 combat loss of the
- Vietnam war. None of the six
crewmen on the damaged
plane was injured but two of

the six crewmen on the '

.downed aircraft were hurt,
U.S. officials in Vientiane,

Laos, also disclosed that an

Air America C7 Caribou cargo

" plane flying in support of Lao-

tian irregular forces, was shot
down by enemy antiaircraft
fire Thursday, killing two
Americans, a Thaiand a Lao.
_Air America is backed by the
US. Central Intelligence
~Agency.

10th Lost in 5 Days

The Air America plane was
the 10th American aircraft lost,
in Indochina in five days, one
of the heaviest tolls in several
months. Six Amerlcans were
killed, 11 rescued- and three
are missing irr the crashes.

As reports circulate in Paris
of serious differences between
U.S. and Hanoi negotiators,
the North Vietnamese Foreign
Ministry sald the B52 attacks
Slaid bare the deceitfulness of
the Nixon administration’s
professed desire to end its
. military involvement and re-
store peace.” v
- In South Vietnam, tens of
thousands of marchers demon-
strated along a 50-mile stretch
of Highway 4 in an anti-
Communist protest to show
that the government is in con-
trel of the main road through

- the Melagi¥rdved: For R

A Signal to Hano

: -\ By EDITH M. LEDERER

The marchers carried flags the
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The Air Force credited the
pilot of the downed B32 with"
saving fop-secret electrohd
equipment from falling into

® J North Vietnamese hands,

The Air Force praised Capt.

E Norbert J. Ostrozny, 30, of

Lackawanna, N.Y., for guiding
crippled bomber from

and banners demanding that North Vietnam into friendly
North Vietnamese troops get territory before it crashed.

out of South Vietnam and de+:
claring that *“coalition with the missile exploded 150 feet off

Communists is suicide.”

U.S. officlals said a SAM
the right wing of Ostrozny’s:

During the 24-hour peried aircraft near the North Viet.
ending at mnoon yesterday, the namese port of Vinh. Frag-

Us.
more B52 missions against

command reported 14 ments of the Soviet-built mis-

sile set two outboard engines

North Vietnamese targets be- afire. They fell off and the

low the 20th Parallel. Sources two inboard engines
said that brought to more than failed, dooming the big
200 the number of missions craft. s

against the North in the last

five days, the heaviest BS2
raids of the war in the North,

The U.S. command said the
attacks were centered on sup-
ply caches awaiting shipment
to Laos and South Vietnam.

thgn
air-

Stk

But the North Vietnamese.-

claim the Stratofortresses ere
bombing populated areas and
causing heavy civilian casual
ties and damage.

President Nixonhalled

bombing above the 20th Paral-
lel Oct. 23 in a move adminis-
tration officials described as a
good-will gesture following an-

nouncement of the draft

cease-fire agreement.

Less than three weeks later,
air strikes were intensified be-
low the 20th Parallel to count-
er what American officials de-
scribed as an intensive North
Vietnamese supply buildup,

Heavy Ground Fighting

Since monsoon rains have
sharply curtailed strikes by
smaller fighter-bombers, the
B52s have undertaken the bur-
den of the bombing mission in
North Vietnam's southern pan-
handle.

On the ground, heavy fight-
ing continued in the central
highlands 15 {0 20 miles south-
west of Pleiku City, Shellings
were reported at Dalat in the
highlands and at Cu Chi base
camp 18 miles northwest of
Saigon. No casualties were re-
ported. L e

. .
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) Enemy M ilitary Leaders to Show

By MALCOLM W. BROWNE |

special to the New York Times
. VIENTAINE, Laos, Nov. 25.

"——There were ferris wheels

I and Charlie Chaplin movies
: and horse races and canacn
“dancers and a one-legged
Anmerican  stunt pilot to
entertain ‘both royalty and
revolutionaries at the That
Luang Fair.

The annual fair, which
.ended today, is a -two-week
festival just outside Vientiane,
-in which this. little country’s
‘citizens gather to reaffirm

their faith in Buddhism and
- fealty to the King. .
{ It'is also an occasion for
spectacular displays . of the
, kind of fraternizing between
enemies that has led some
- outsiders over -the years to
conclude that the war in Laos

ik

It was taken for granted
.. this year that the- Commu-
“'nist-led Pathet Lao delega-
tion currently in Vientiane

" leaders of the Vientiane Gov-
v ernment in prostrating them-
selves before King. Savang

_ Vatthana, and the public was
not disappointed.

‘Asked why the Pathet Lao

“had participated in the an-

,nual profession of loyalty to.
“the King, -their spokesman,”

- Set Petrasy, replied:

“We participate in religlous
. festivals because of our wish
- to show respect for the cus-

~toms and religion of our -

‘counfry. ”
*" Nine

“this year, mainly to show
photographs of hfe in those
. countries. .

.

2 is not to be taken seriously..

nations contributed -
- small pavilions to the fair .

STATOTHR

Res pect,

Bow to a King at a F azr in Laos

The I“rench pavﬂllon of-
fered a juggling act and

dancing the Soviet pavillion

showed movies of World War
II on an outdoor screén and

.the South Viectnamese dis-

played lacquerware, nuoc
fish sauce and other prod-
ucts.

But as King Savang Vat-
thana and the royal entour-
age, accompanied by the
Premier, Prince Souvanna
Phouma: made the rounds of
the pavilions, the first stop

was at the relatively elabo- -

rate American pavilion,

<would join enemy military .

In51de, there were movies
of astronauts, recorded music
and a model of Niagara Falls.
The King paused politely
before each exhibit as it was
explained by Ambassador G.
McMurtie Godley. The diplo-
matic corps that followed
the King into the pavilion did
not include the Russians or
Chinese; they waited outside,

As the King emerped, the
Americans treated him to a
show that captured the at-

tention of most of the tens-

of thousands of people on the

_ fair grounds

_ tral Intelligence Agency.

Roarmg out of the sultry
low overcast was a tiny white
biplane that pulled up just
over the King in a spectacular
display of aerobatics.

The King, the crown prince
and the Premier seemed ta
be enjoying the show. but for
some of the spectators, the
show was not without em-
barrassment.

Wordwas spread that the
pilot of the planc was James
H. Rhyne, a pilot of Air
America, the quasi-military
airline operated by the Cen--
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mlhtary jargon is a member |

of the Green Berets, Army

SAIGON. — An ad in the [specialists in sceret warfare.

English-language Saigon Post |

Saturday read:
. “NHA Inc. has an immedi-

ale requirement for 200 addi-
_tional aireralt technicians . ..

due to contract expansion;

and skills are necded NOW."”
At the bottom were the

‘words: “U. S. citizens only.”

The ad was one of the first
open’ indications here of plans
for an American civilian advi-
sony corps to remain in South
Vietnam after a ccascfire.

NHA INC. — one of the
larger American contractors
here — is sceking mainte-
nance men for South Vietnam-
ese aircraft, both fighter
planes and helicopters.

~The ad represented only a
~ portion of the advisory corps’
~ iceberg.

The United States is devel-
‘oping plans in many fields for
advisers to maintain sophisti-
cated equipment, run comput-
ers, supervise cconomic as-
sistance — and a good dcal
more.

The force could casily sur-
pass 10,000 — and that figure
gould be an underestimate.

“YQU CAN BET that the
Joint Chiefs of Staff can do
more for South Vietnam than
- just help out technically.
They'll, want 10,000 qnake eat-
i ers in here for sme one
spurce said. '

*A “snake-cater” in Saigon

The draft peace agreenient
negotiated by Henry Kissinger

+and the North Vietnamese in

Paris calls for withdrawal of
all U.S. miflitary forces from
Vietnam within 60 days, but
says nothing about civilian
advisers,

It does say that the United
States will not “intervene in
the internal affairs of Soull
Vietnam.”

AS NEARILY as can be dis-
cerned from various sources
here, all of whom would pre-
fer to talk of the advisory
corps in whispers, the civil-

 jans would fall into al least

three major categories:

~U, S. CONTRACT person-

nel, working for companics
that sign up to do specific
jobis, such as NHA's aricraft
mainlenance work,

—ADVISERS to the Saigon
government in each of South
Victnam’s 44 provinces, {rom
the Meckong Delta to the de-
militarized zone.

—MEN TO KEEP an ecye on

elease 2001/03/04 : CIA- RDP80-0
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COVERT MILITARY opera-

" tions — perhaps in the pattern
{ of Laos, where fhg, CIA hag

_ attached to the U. S
“in Vientiane as military at-

the hundreds of millions of .

dollars worth of cconomics as-
sistance that is ecxpected fo

_pour in here to help rebuild |
: South Victnam.

What all this adds up fo 1s

|

perhaps 5,000 to 6,000 contract °
_people; 500 to 1,000 ‘advisers, !

¢ most of them outﬂdc Saigon;

"'and a few thousand oversce-

 ing the spending of huge sums
| in American money.

been running ‘the Laotian v al

for years — would be another
 Michigan

possibility.

No one is willing to talk
about that, and decisions may
not yet have been made in
Washmglon on a covert ball-
game. Such decisions may be
held back until U. S. officials
determine whether Hanoi vio-
lates a ceasefire.

In Laos, plainclothes CIA
military advisers have been
. Embassy

taches.

One big civilian contractor /

in Vietnam is Air America

a4 ClA-controiled airline which

has played a key role in the
Laotian War.

“T{E BIGGEST contracts
are going to lall in the arca of
maintenance  and  Jogistics,”
said one official. ’

“The Souvth Vietnamese are
going fu need help in keeping
our sophisticated equipment
going. They do a pretty good
job, overail, but there are just
some things they can't yet do
— at Jeast do well enough.”

In logistics, they'll nced
help primarily in running
U.S. computers, to keep track .
of mauntains of equipment .
and of - military units. And .
they are used in intelligence
work. : '

GOVERNMENT  advisers
will be organized along the
lines of the present “CORDS,”
the “-U.S. “pacification”
effort. (The initials stand for

“Civil Operations and Rural :

Development Support.’)

)
A 1& ¥ 7 'a(\ﬁ"ﬂ'g'g'
.}i &.&Albq_gi a Fie
’A UCS. officer said it wili

probably operate largely out !

of USIAD (U.S. Agency for |

International Development), |
AID, headed by former
State  University
president John A.

covert military operations in
Laos — much o llanoah’s
distress.

CORDS has mamtam°d ad-

visers 1o South Vietnam’s 44 ;

province chiefs and to iis 272

distriets, If a ceaselire agree-

ment is signed, plans cali for
continuing U. S. advisers at

only the province level. Still, -

they would travel extensively.

CORDS has about 1,500 ad-
visers in Vietnam. That num-
ber wilf probably be cut.

PRIMARY NEEDS in Viet-
nam, according to experts,
will be in agricultural advice,

Tannah, -
. has been used as a cover for

public hcalth and engineering. |
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By JIM MORRE LL
For Pacilic News Service

A doctoral candidate

;Harvard University, Jim Morrell has previously

“weritten for scholarly journals in the Asian Studies

Jfield.

~ WASHINGTON, D.C.

"damned lie. You can say THAT!” We

“were asking, Arthur Berry Richardson
of New Yark, about reports that his air-
line, Air America, was one of .the big-
gest' opium s}upperq in the world.

“We've discussed them at our board
meeting, these scurrilous articles.
“There's no substance to them.”

- - Last month Harper & Row published Alfred
McCoy’s long-awaited book, “The Politics of
Heroin in Southeast Asia.” The heavily docu-

- mented book is based on some 240 interviews

“with CI4 pgents, Burcau of Nareotics officials,
fop Laotian military commatides, and opium-

-growing Meo tribesmen. And il presented strik-
Jhg evidence that Air America has been flying
Meo-grown opium out of north- and nor theast

- Laos ever since 1965.

|
When asked : specifically about McCoy’s

interviews with the Meo opium farmers whose

~harvest was flown out on Air Ameriea, all Ar-
thur Richardson would say was: “Some guy
-thinks he's clever. Just take my word for it.
Goodby !"*

Interviews with the publicity-shy directors
of Air America tend to be brief but emotional
affairs. For years Air America, the CIA's **pri-
vate” charter airline in Southeast Asia, has
indignantly denied any involvement in the
Southeast Asian heroin traffic. This year,

* though, fewer people than ever seem mc]med
to take their word for it.
MOTPC IS NO IDLE BOAST

Air America’s motlo is “Anything, Anytime,
Anywhere — Professionally’” and it is no idle
‘boast. ¥From dusty airstrips in the Meo hill

-country they have bheen airlifting the raw
opium t{o laboratories in Long Chieng or Vieti-
ane where it is refined into No. 4 heroin (90 to
99 per cent pure), then smuggled abroad by
Corsican gangsters or Laotian diplomats for
ultimate disposal in U.S. markets.
. The Opium Trail leads from the poppy fields
of the Southeast Asian “Fertile Triangle” (of
Burma, Thailand, and Laos which now produce
over 70 per cent of the world’s opinm supply)
to Saigon, Hong Kong, or Marseilles, and then
‘right to the waiting arms of America's estimat-
ed one million heroin users,

In separale interviews, Laotian Gens Ouane
Rattikone and Thao Ma both told McCoy that
Air America began {lying opium to markets in

- Long Cluen{'A{pﬁde“F@P Releagse
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,-'est heroin refinery in Southeast Asia. Gen.
- Thao Ma is former commander of the Laotian
Air Force.
After several more interviews in Vientiane,
McCoy told us he took a bus out of Luang

Prabang, hitched a ride in a government truck

and, when the road gave out, starteq hikin

over the mmountains, By nightfall he reached a
small village, spending a sleepless night under
a thin thatched roof.

“There was always-the sound of a plane
somewhere,” he said. “Sometimes it was far
away and sometimes it seemed right overhead.
And every so often you wotild hear the sound of
its mini-guns going off—600 rounds a minute at

~ who knows what, anything that sets off its

infrared deteclors,. anything that moves or
breathes or gives off warmth,”

The next morning McCoy and an interpreter
walked down from the mist-enveloped moun-
fains into the village of Long Pot, 10 miles west
of the Plain of Jars. There, under the shadow
of 6,200-foot Mt. Phou Phachau, which domi-
nates the entire district, McCoy had rcached
the head of the Opium Trail. :

D TRADFTION O POLITICAL I’OWI‘R
The village of Long Pot is a Meo community
of 47 wooden dirt-floored houses. It is one of 12
Meo and Lao Theung villages that make up
ILong Tot District. One of the oldest Meo vil-
lages in Northeast Laos, it has a tradition of po-
- litical power and is the home of District Officer
Ger Su Yang., According to Ger Su Yang, the
- village households produce 15 kilos (33 pounds)
of opiumn aplece. They are guarantecd an ade-
quate food supply by Alr Anicrica rice drops.
In return, officers of the CIA's “clandestine
~army” (led by the Meo Chiceftain Vang Pao)
pay them a high price for the opium. The
source of Vang Pao’s money, of couxse, is. the
v(CIA, e
- Loag Pot is one of. thc few remmmq areasin
Northeast Laos where opium history can still
be observed: close enough to Long Chieng still
to e controlled by Vang Pao but far enough to
escape the fighting., The Meo {ribesmen’s only
cash crop is opium, and the CIA's deal with
Vang Pao, badly put, comes to this: you send
us soldiers and we’ll buy\yuur opmm
The 47 households’ harvest of 700 kxlos ‘of
opium will yield 70 kilos of pure morphine base
alter it has been boiled, processed and pressed
into bricks. Then further processed in one of
lie region’s seven heroin labs, the Long Pot
harvest will vield 70 kilos of No. 4 heroin.
Worth $500 to the villagers of Leng Pot, it will
-bring $225,000 on the streets of New York or
San Francisco.

Formerly Long Pot's opium harvest was

ugmn p b ercnant caravan SO O Vlng 1'om
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e@replaced by pony ear
ao 5 mcn But the J‘)FO 1970 ar
1971 opium har\esls were flown out in A
America UIT-1IT “Huey! helicopters.
RENDEZVOUS 1S DESCRITD

District Olficer Ger Su Yang described ﬂ
rendezvous with Air America: “Mco officer
L With three or four stripes (captain or majo
came from I.ong Chienyg o buy our opiunm
They came in American helicopters, perhap
two or three men at a ilime. The helicopte
‘leaves them here for a few days and they wal
to villages over there (swinging his arm in
semi-cirele in the direction of Gier Goot, Lon
Makkhay and Nam Pac), then come back her
and radio Long Chieng to gend another helicor
ter for them. ‘They take the opium back to Lon
‘Chieng.” The pilots were always Americans
and the Meo army traders did the buying.

The head man of Nam Qu, & Lao Theun
village four miles north of Long Pot, confirme
the distriet officer’s account. In 1963 and 197
Meo officers helicoptered into Tan Scn village
hiked to Nam Ou, and purchascd the opiun
harvest, then continued on their way to Nar
Suk and Long Pot.

The harvest of 1971 may well have bee
Long Pot’s last. In return for the rice drops an

£ opium purchases, Vang Pao and the CIA kep

demanding soldiers. \T%AIT) (Umtcd States Ap
cney for International eV e]opmem) built .
school in the villape, and “Mr. Pop"” (Iidga
3uell, then the CIA’s chicf operative in Laos
had high hopes for the place, but in 1970 Vany
Pao demanded that a)l the young men in the
village including 15 year-olds join his army
Tighting the Pathel Lao. Ger Su Ynag complie
and they were flown away by Air America helj
copters in late 1970,

But reports of heavy casualties came in an
the village refused 1o send more. Ger Su Yang
deseribed what happenced next: ‘“The Ameri
cans in Long Chieng said T must send all the
rest of our men. But ¥ refused. So they stoppet
dropping rice to us The last rice dmp was i1
February this year.'

ANSWER TO THE YILLAGERS

Fight or starve — this was the CIA's answe
to the villacers of Long Pot. Air America {lew
the village's young men away to {ight and re
turned their corpses fo the. village — profes
sionally wrapped in sanitary plastic bags.

For the CIA the Aeos offered a convenien
instrument for keeping alive their war in Laos
but for the Meos their alliance with the CIA an
Air America has only breught disaster. Thes
have been decimated and the survivors have
fled the hills for the refugee camps around
Long Chieng.

Long Pot’s 1972 opium harvest was destx 0y
ed when “allied” fighters napalmed the village
and three nearby Lao Theung villuges. Ang
Vietnam's National Liberation Front reportes
that on Jan. 10, 1972, units of the Lao People’
Liberation Army took Long Pot.

Beeause of the fighting, in fact, Laos wil
only account for a fraction of Southeast Asia's
estimated 1,000-ton 1972 harvest, and Al
America may be shipping more derd bodies
than opium this year. . .

Revelations like these in McCoy’s honl
made the CIA so nervous that they contzctle
the publisher and insisied on a prior review, a
unprecedented move. Afler considerakle arr?
twisting, Harper & Row reluctantly agreed, pall
found the CIA's critique of the book uningyi. o
sive and went ahead with publicatinn anywa ¥+

Since the CIA is Air America’'s major ©9
tractor, the trail of responsibility lesids dir-eet
fo the Execcutive Branch of the U.§. <«0VEs]

the “I+ AW ar
ment. It neatly undercuts all the e W}ui
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The U.S. has assured Saigon puppet Presigent Nguyen Van Thieu it will not sign any agreement allowing
South Victnam’'s patriotie forces any parhcxpatmn in governing the country, United Press International said

‘yesterday.

The Nixon Administration move was the latest in maneuvers to back out of the agreement reached Cet
8 with the Bemocratic Republic of Vietnam (North Vlcmam) and in effect was the equivalent of Thieu’s re-

jection of a coalition governnzent.

- Reports from the Pentagon yes--

terday stated that the U.S. is rush-
ing hundreds of new warplanes to

Thiew’s forces, while UPI news- .
man Walter Logan quoted a high--

ranking U.S. Army officer in New

York as revealing that U.S. ad- -

visers would remain in South Viet-
nam ecven if all U.S. troops are
. withdrawn.

" By WALTERLOGAN -

NEW YORK, Nov. 3 (UPI) —
cease-fire in Vietnam will not end
the American presence there,
_even, if all U.S. troops are with-
drawn, a high ranking U.S. Army
officer told UPI today.

The officer, himself a veteran

of the Vietnamese army training

program, said a large group of
~ civilian advisers would remain
after the -cease-fire to aid the
South -Vietnamese armed forces
but that the advisory group would
consist largely of a brain trust of
- young West Point graduates work-
ing as an unofficial joint chiefs of
- staff. . .

The officer. said the first of

these civilian advisers already'

had arrived in Saigon and were
consulting with U.S. officers and
South Vieinamese military offi-
cials on the future program.

The program would amount to a
continuation of the Vietnamization
program but with the Arnerican
civilians advising the South Viet-
namese command not only on war-

NLagansstoryfollows . s fare techniques but on training

programs for the South Vietnam-
ese armed forces, the officer said.
The program would, in effect,

A - put the United States. back where

it started in South Vietnam. In the
early days of American involve-
ment in Vietnam in 1500 there was

only a handful of military advisers.

The advisory group in South
Vietnam would to a large extent
resemble the program carried out
in the “‘secret war” in Laos and to
a lesser extent in Cambodia, the
officer said. The Central Intelli-
gence Agency (CIA) trained and
equipped the arrny of Maj. Gen.
Yang Pao, Mco hill tribesmen who
operated out of a once secret base
at Long Tieng.

‘The CIA-financed groun in Laos
even has its own airline, Air

America, and such an arrange-
ment presumably could be used in
South Vietnam and Cambodia.

In recent years West Point
graduvates expert in {raining pro-
grams and still in the U.S. mili-
tary service, carried out wide-
spread officer training programs
in Scuth Vietnam in hopes the
South  Vietnamese eventually
would be able to handle their own
training programs on warfare
geared to American weapons.

U.S. mililary advisers also
accompanied South Vietnamese
Units in the field and worked di-
rectly with the troops, a practice
that tapered off, Some advisers
-are still working with the South
Vietnamese, the Army officer
said.

The officer was mainly con-
cerned with the South Vietnamese

-‘/Army but said there presumably
W

would. be similar programs of
advising the South Vietnamese
Air Force and Navy. None of ths
training programs were men-
tioned in the cease-fire agreement
worked out by Presidential ad-
viser Henry A. Kissinger and the
North Vietnamese.
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Bn American

- who once micked
the targets telis

wwe rem

tae seerel air

war im haos

By Seymour M. Hersh

Seymour M. Hersh is a member of The Times's
Washington bureau. His latest book is “Cover-Up:
The Army’s Secret Investigation of the Massacre
at My Lai 4. :

- Jerome J, Brown could easily be mistaken for a
typical American businessman living abroad. He's
30 years old, slightly beefy, profane and const;mt!y

- wears oversized sunglasses. He's now a partner in
a management consulting firm headquartered in
Malaysia, where he lives with his Indonesian wife
and their young son.

Brown has been in Southeast Asia less than
seven years, but he knows it extremely well. He
-should. He was once in charge of bombing parts
of it.

For 18 months, beginning in early 1967, Capt.-

Jerry Brown operated covertly as the chief Air
Force targeting official for the secret air war in
Laos. He was assigned to Project 404, a still-
classified hombing operation personally controlled

by the American Ambassador to Laos. And for
more than a year before his assignment to Laos,
" Brown — then a lieutenant — worked as a highly
trained photo-intelligence specialist for the Seventh
Air Force in Saigon. Later in his career, he was
assigned the key job of writing intelligence man-
uals for Southeast Asia reconnaissance operations.

Because of the secrecy, Captain Brown never
wore his uniform in Vientiane, Laos’s capital.
He dressed instead in another uniform: business

-'suit, white shirt and tie, and he carried papers
identifying him as an employe of the Agency
for International Development (A.LD.). He worked
in an unmarked building in the center of the
city, "along with more than 100 other Air Force
and Army attachés who were also clandestinely
assigned. His job was a remarkable one for a junior
Air Force officer—picking targets for a secret
bombing war carricd out under the direction of the
American Ambassador. .

Captain Brown left the Air Force in late 1968
and began his business consulting career in Malay-
sia, but he kept in touch with former colleagues
and with the air war. On a recent business trip
to the United States—only his second visit since
1968~the former officer agreed to a wide-ranging
interview, -in violation of his agreement not to

disclose classiioh pirEElsF b Relaliet 200
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that an insider has
war.”

That war has evolved into a steady procession
of rainy-season offensives by the Pathet Lao and

publicly discusséd the “secret

North Vietnamese. The other side has gained stead-'

ily and now controls at least two-thirds of the
territory and about hailf of the three million popu-
Jation of Laos. In essence, the United States' mis-
‘sion in Laos is still the same as it was five years
ago, when Captain Brown first reported for duty
in Vientiane. Bombing wasn’t working militarily
in Laos or in' North Vietnam then, and—according
to recently published United States intelligence
estimates—it still has failed to slow down the
Pathet Lao and North Vietnamese operations, de-
spite causing widespread damage and many deaths

. in both North Vietnam and Laos.

There was little in Brown’s background to sug-
gest he would become a maverick. A number of
his former colleagues and superiors, while reluctant
to discuss specifics, had high praise for him. “He's
a very respectable guy in our business,” one high-
ranking Air Force intelligence officer said at the

Pentagon. Another officer said simply, “He's credi- -
ble.” And another privately confirmed many of

Brown's facts and specific recollections.

Brown was born in Newark and attended the
College of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minn., earning
a bachelor's degree in 1964. His family, moderately
“wealthy, now lives in Wilmette, IIl., a high-income
suburb of Chicago. Brown's biggest passions, be-
fore Vietnam, were golf, baseball and a sports car
his father bought him for his 17th birthday.*

“When 1 first came back to the States in 1970,
he said, “I wasnt ready to sit down and talk. I

don’t care now. I think the country’s ready for it.

Something has to be done.”
Brown is convinced that what was wrong with

the air war in the nineteen-sixties is still wrong. .

- *“The bombing can't work and the senior air officers

would never totally present the picture as it really
was. The politicians and the ambassadors and the.

Presidents are continually being lied to,” Brown
said during the interview, which took place at
the Waldorf Astorla Hotel in New York.

He described what he said were the two most
important “myths’” about the air war: “One, that
bombing is accurate” and two, “that when it's
accurate it totally destroys targets, which it
doesn’t.”

He cited a number of examples that demon-
strated, he said, that the North Vietnamese—de-
spite the heavier bombing and improved reconnajs-
sance technology of the ninetcen-seventies—were
capable of coping. Among them: their ability to
move scores of Russian-built tanks without detec-
tion down the Ho Chi Minh Trail in the months
before the North Vietnamese offensive this April.
The tanks were deployed around the province cap-
ital of Anloc, which was later besieged. -

“Even the laser bomb can’t make a difference,”
Brown said. “It’s an agrarian society. We can
knock out a bridge at Thanhhoa [in North Vietnam]
and they’ll go down river 10 miles and ford it
there. We can knock out all the electricity and
they’ll burn wood. We can mine Haiphong Harbor
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THE POLITICS OF HEROIN IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
by ALIRED W, KeGOY (Harper & Row) §10.95

E ne cool, clear January morning
in 1970, 1 journeyed upward
through the jungle-covered hills on
the Thai-Burnia border o interview a
contingent of the Kekang Revolu-
tionary Jorce, a band of Burmese
gucrrillas, about their yevolt against
the government in Rangoon, The talk
around the camplire that day was not
of revolutionary struggle, however,
but of smupgling apium. And their
chief worry was not the Burmese army
but the remnants of Chiang Kai-
shek's Nationalist Chinese whose
gear-wheel lag could be scen floating
over Thai territory on the sext moun-
taintop. ’

Even as recently as 1970 the mud-
died politics of the opium-growing hill
tribes and the American agents who
operate among them like white gods
scemed the stufl of Eric Ambler nov-
¢ls, a problem for Asians perhaps but
not a big worry for Americans. But
cven then the pure heroin refined from
Southeast Asian opium was linding its
way into the bloodstreams of Ameri-
can Gls, The infection now shows
cvery sign of following them home.

Alfred McCay, a 27-vear-old Yale
Ph.. candidate, has spent the last
two years unraveling this camplex sit-
uation. [t is his thesis that Southeast
Asiaisrapidly replacing Turkey as the
main source of heroin in the U.S. By
supporting the very people who are
most invohved in the trade, moreover,
our gavernment has itsell become in-
volved in the passage of opium as
“stmply an inadvertent consequence
of its Cold War tactics,”

o ~"" The CIA has given a boost to the

book’s sales by foolishly asking 1o
read the manusceript before publica-
tion. The CIA™s kwyers said the bock
“could create an accepted myth that
the CEA has been involved inthe drug

traflic.” Yet their written criticism of

the manuscript seemed pathetically
thin. For cxample, the CIA denied
any *‘substantial™ contact with the
Nationalist Chinese forces in South-
east Asia aflter 1951, But MeCoy puts
his sources, including a former CIA
operiative, on the record to tw con-
trary. The debate breaks down over
the meaning of the word “substan-
tial.™ Again, the CtA denies that Air

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6

America, the CIA contract airline in
Lz0s. carries opium, But Air America
pilots are contrict soldiers of fortune,
and, in the bars of Vientiane, they of-
tenr admitted to it

One shouwld remember, however,

that apium-growing has fong beent a
way of life to the hill tribes, and as
such is nerther illegal nor immoral.
Once the political decision was made
1o arm the tribesmen in the ani-Com-
munist cause it became incvitable that
the agency would become at least tan-
gentially involved in opium. [ronical-
ly, the ClA-based clandestine Meo
army have béen all but run out of the
opium-growing arcas of northeast
Laos.

i he book is much more than an ex-
i posé of CIA aclivities, however.
McCoy lays out the whole history of
the opium trade, going back to colo-
nial and precolonial times, and ex-
plains in detail how the system works
today. But though he paints a clear
picture of governmental corruption in
our client states and of the political
vacuum i porthern Burma, where
most of the world’s opium grows, it is
still diflicult ta accept his conclusion
—that the answer to the problem lies
not in curing addiction at home ot in
smaushing the syndicates, but in erad-
fcating production in Southeast Asia.
“The American peaple will have to
choose between supparting dogped-
Iy anti-Communist governments in
Southeasl Asia or getling heroin out
of their high schoeols,” he concludes.

Unfortunately, the long history of
our invalvement in Southeast Asia
has shown that we seldom have the
leverage over our clients required to
impose this kind of sclution. Tt is
questionable whether even the most
intensive  cconomic  or  diplomatic
pressure could completely cut out the
deeply ingrown opium business [rom
that region. Andifnot Southeast Asia,
are there not other fields in which
poppics cangrow? [fwe have foundwe
cannot be the world's policeman, can
we hope to become the warkd's nare?

hy #.0.5. Greenmvay

Mr. Greemvay is a former chief of

Tise's Banghok burcau.
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By Richard E. War
* In Laos the Nixon (Imnmu of using bombs and dollars to support”
reactionary forces is suffering serious setbuacks.

The bombs which primarily il and maim civilians have not been
able to stop or blunt the liveration forees led by the Lao P iriotic
Front (Pathet Lao). And sharply increased U.S. military aid to its
mercenaries in Laos has not been able (o raise the morale of these
forces still cxperiencing heavy losses annually, especially in recent
years.

Once the pro-U.S. mercenary force of 30,000, directed nnd
financed by the CIA, consisted almost entirely of Lao minoriies,
mainly Mco, led by the Meo Gen. Vang Pao. Now after a decade of
operations the Meos have been bled white in the service of the U, S.
and no amount of money can replenish their ranks in Vang Pao’s
forces. The CIA has had to turn to other minorities and to
“volunteers” from the military forces of Thailand to fight for the
U.S. in Laos.. .

Thai troops now consmu(c the majority of Vang Pao’s secret
army which operates virtually independent of the Vientiane
government. Their orders come [rom the U.S, embassy and in
particular from ambassador G. McMurtrie Godley, w ho relishes
informal titles like ficld marshal and precounsul given to him by the
press.

Offessive hogged down

Vang Pao's mercenary troops are now cugaged in their annual
offensive. This drive, which began in mid-August, is reportediy
bopged down and being turned back by the Pathet Lao earlier than
ever before, even during the present rainy season when \mually all
advantages are with the pro-U.S. forces.

The main CIA-backed opcrations customarily begin during the
rainy season because during that period ground transportation, the
only means available to liberation forces, is extremely difficult at
best and in some rc‘gions even impossible. While the Iiberation
forces must fight under this disadvantage, the CIA’s mercenaries
have U.S. aireralt providing transport and logistical support as well
as tactical and strategic bombing support.

But despite these advantages, Vang Pao's troops are cngaged in
what is probably thicir weakest offensive ever. Starting from Long
Cheng, the once top-sceret CIA base, Vang Pao's troops have
moved against the Plain of Jars. Detailed information has been
entirely withheld from the press, an indication that the drive is
failing, which is the conclusion of few assessments made by Western
Press sources. .

In a report in"the Sept. 23 Far Fastern Economic Review, D.E.
Ronk, writing {rom_Vientiane, noted the disparity between official
U.S. claims that Vang Pao was making satisflactory progress and the
reality “that (progress) if any .. . is being made at a snail's pace.”

Ronk adds that Vang Pao’s forees scattered around the edges
of the Plain of Jars are being hit hard, while "progress toward the
plain itself has been slow, to say the least; probably it has now
stopped.” As for the near future Ronk, an experienced observer in
Laos, writcs:

Precarious hold

“"Most observers in Vicntiane, including military
concerned for the safety of Long Chenn while Vang Pao’s best
troops are on the offensive. Long Cl :cng's' defenses are being
ed by TRpproved ForRetease 20040
by Communist fofces, .., This year, Vang %.10& grip on the Long
Cheng-Sum Thong defense line is precarious, at best, with most of
the outer line ten milee narit o and naortheact of the hase 1in Com-

men, are

For Release 2001/03@%2@@-@0%0-01601

L_.‘nk‘. Tod be

STATOTHR

1‘,

munist hands, Fg\v in Vientiane would be surprised if the Com-
munists managed to sweep Long Cheng-Sam Thong into their
control before the end of the currcnt rains, then turned on Vang
Pao's isolated forces around the plain 20 miles to the northeast.”

Last winter, liberation forces mounted a threc-month sicoe of
Long Cheng during which the CIA-mercenary base was evacuated

for a period. The siege was maintained in the face of unprecedented
U.S. bombing and despite wide deployment of Thai troops who

STATOTHR

suffered heavy casualties. The h

cavy losses taken by the reactionary

troops, including Vang Pao’s Meo forces, has caused serious morale
problems among all their elements.

H

[P R

. For leading the Meo into disasters year after year, the CIA and

Vang Pao arc meeling increasing resistance to recruiting among the
relatively few able-bodied potential soldiers left wmong the Meo,
who once readily took up arms for relatively high mercenary wages
in impoverished Laos, Those still in uniforms are, according to the
New York Times correspondent Fox Dutterfield, “bedeviled by
exhaustion alier many years of war, .. "

Butterfield, in a Sept. 27 dispateh, confirms the dismal outlook
for the pro-U.S. forces in a.report sent from the Loung Cheng
headquarters at Vang Pao. Although the general appeared
“encrgetic,” Butterfickd states that his troops arc “reportedly
exhausted by last spring’s fighting and dfrdld of the Communists’
newly introduced 130-mm l(mg, rangpe guns.

One featurc of the current fighting is that the liberation forees did
not fall back during the rainy scason, leaving many units in place. In
past years, Vang Pao's advances and “victories™ were generally

~achieved with virtually no opposing forces on the scene and his

farces could entrench themselves before having to face the
liberation troops. '

Fill the breech :

Itis doubtful that Thai forces will be able to fill the breech of the
depleted ranks of Vang Pao’s troops. The U.S. is currently spending
at least $100 million to support Thai troops in Laos, but despite their
mercenary wages of many times the pay of regular Thai troops, the
heavy lighting has reportedly dampened their enthusiasm, One
indicator of this is a 30 percent desertion rate among Thai troops in
Laaos. .-

Secrecy stillvenshrouds many aspects of U.S, operations in Laos,
apparently in order to disguisé violation ' of Congressional
restrictions, Congress has prohibited -the"U.S. from [inancing
mercenarics recruited outside Laos. The Nixon-administration
sidestepped that barrier by calling the Thai troops and airmen in
Laos “volunteers.” The Thai government denics any role although it
allows recruiting from the regular armed services and suppln s Thai
officers to command the CIA units in Laos. The charade is main-
tained by giving the Thais Laotian names and Laolmn xnhlary
identification cards.

in a preface to a Senate Foreign relations committee report
issued in May, Sen. Stuart Symington (DD-Mo.) observed that the
administration was violating the Conpressional ban on the use of
Thai troops in Laos. He said that Congress bad virtually no control
over CIA programs, in part, because of Congressional abdication of
responsibility as well as because of administration furtiveness,

“It is a fact,” stated Symington,“that not only the American
pvcple but even the proper committees of Congress, have not been
given much detail of our use of Thai jrregulars in Laos, ... This is

A1CIA:RDPS0:01604+RO00900090001LGs of dollurs of ap:

propriated monics are involved.”
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THE CALM
IN THE EYE
OF A STORM

Houei Sai: Air America-US AID base
operations at the airport here waggish-
ly identifies itself as “Houei Sai Inter-
national.” But on detailed maps of
Laos the only maps on which it ap-
pears — this place is still shown as
“Ban Houei Sai” - a village. Today
Houei Sai is both village and interna-
tional settlement, and many other
- things besides: regional supply centre,
"Mekong River port, customs and immi-
gration point, tourist by-road and, ac-
cording to the grapevine, headquarters
for a substantial spy network.

Houa Khong Province, in which
Houei Saj is located, is no stranger to
flux or intrigue. Bordered on the
northeast by China (Yunnan), on the
west and southwest by Burma and on
the southeast by Thailand, the pro-
vince has been the home in recent cen-
turies of a large number of tribal peo-
ples pressed generally southward. Its
hills, for example, have provided sub-
sistence to increasing numbers of
Sinitic peoples including Yao, Lahu,
lkau and various Miao groups who
have entered Laos through Yunnan —
or indirectly, through Burma — in the
past 150 years. Its valleys have shelter-
ed lowland groups such as the Thai
Dom and the Lue peoples.

Yet Houei Sai itsclf scems an unlike-
ly candidate for international noto-
riety, Situated on the Mekong in the
southernmost corner of the province,
“its only road link with the rest of Laos
— even when the country was nominal-
ly united — was through the capital at
Louang Nam Tha. In recent years,
approximately two-thirds of the pro-
vince including Namn Tha has been
firmly in the hands of the Pathet Lao;
today, Pathet Lao or Thai communists
.(or both) exercise control over Me-
kong River traffic east and southwest
from Pekbeng. Houei Sai thus is com-

. pletely cut off from surface contact
with the rest of the country. As a con-
sequence, while postal communica-
tions and some urgent supplies reach
here from Vientiane by air, the prin-
cipal supply route is through Thailand.
In fact, with Thai-Laotian border con-
trols extyfy

pprovedifor Reléase 200

Laotian side of the river find it a sim- -

ple matter to do their trading in Thai-
land, at Chieng Khong or Chieng Rai.
And most transactions here seem to be
in baht, not in Loatian kip.
Paradoxically, the war, which com-
pleted Houei Sai’s isolation from the
rest of Laos, has also raised its import-
ance — if not to Laos itself at least to
the Americans. US concern with Pe-
king’s assistance to Hanoi and to the
other communist forces in Indochina
undoubtedly led Washington several
years ago to undertake surveillance of
Chinese activities in Yunnan. (The
Chinese-built road from Yunnan to
Muong Sai and from Muong Sai to
Pakbeng — and ultimately, it would
seemn, to the Thai border — is evidence
of China’s similar concern with deve-
lopments in the region.) Because of its
proximity to China and also its mino-
rity groups with Yunnan ties, Houa
Khong was a “logical” base for espion-
age activities directed at the Yun
Ching area. And for security and stra-
tegic reasons, Iouei Sai, with its ready
access to northern Thailand, offered

the only reasonable centre from which -

to operate the multiple activities that
make up the intelligence opcratlon in
nortitern Laos.

The changes in the mternatlonal
political situation have produced some
changes here (although fewer than one
might expect). Since the partial rap-
prochement early this year, Washing-
ton has been under some compulsion
to avoid the kind of espionage acti-
vitics within China that it once might
have undertaken; at the same time, it
has less reason for concern regarding
developments at the border. On the
other hand, there are large numbers of
Chinese — a recent estimate said
20,000 — currently engaged in build-

ing a road not far east of Houei Sai.
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Khoua'
| ou:mg\
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When completed, this road could well
sever this area permanently from the
rest of Laos.

~ For reasons that are not hard to
conjecture, the US has made no at-

tempt to interrupt the construction of

the road. But it is intensely aware of

the Chinese presence here in northern

Laos. Whether or not the US mission

continues to send spies into Yunnan, it

is certain that it continues to collcct

intelligence on Chinese and North

Vietnamese activities here.

The Yao people, many of whom are
fluent in the Haw dialect and whose
written language utilises Chinese ideo-
graphs, have been employed most fre-
quently to gather information on the
Yunnanese. But it is probable that all
of the tribal peoples and particularly
those classed as refugees have been
used as informers to some degree, -
Even Houei Sai’s small colony of Lahu,
who come from Burma, owe their new
houses and their air of prosperity, we
are told, to their diligence in passing
information to the Americans.

The presence of a significant num-
ber of tourists passing through Houei
Sai seems'to support the claim that the
immediate area is quite secure. (These
are generally students and other young
people en route from Luang Prabang
to Chieng Rai — either through Chieng
Khong;. directly across the Mekong, or
via Chicng Saen, five hours up-river by

~boat and almost on the Burma bor-

der.) But there is anotlier aspect to the
security picture here. As the tourist
traffic indicates, the major highways
between here and Chieng Rai have not
been seriously threatened. In June,
however, both Chieng Khong district
and Chieng Kham to the south were
declared sensitive areas by the Thai
Communist Suppression Operations
Command and hill peoples in the re-
gion ordered to move out. At the same
time, military operations against Thai
insurgents were stepped up. In many
ways, Houel Sai’s calm today, it seems,
could be equated with that in the eye
of a storm.

It is doubtful that the Vientiane
Government is much concerned with
Houei Sai today. (Concerning its eco-
nomic potentialities, one AID official
says cynically: “The French took the
wrong side of the river.”) It has bigger
problems, much closer to Vientiane.
For the Americans, the Thais and
SEATO, however, Houei Sai is in a cri-
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IFNTIANE Laos — Still savoring
his  cigar after a three-course

Juncheon washed down with French

. wines, G. McMurtrie Godley answered

the felephone, postponed his tennis
game, dashed to his sedan and was

"driven off at top speed.

“Wheatburner 50 to Wheatburner
Base,” he intoned into the car's radio-
telephone, “heading for airport — ten-

; four.” The rush mission of American
. Ambassador Godley on an otherwise
_ sleepy recent afternoon in the Laotian
* capltal turned out to be a false alarm
¢ of sorts. There was just a chance that
. three captured American pilots- North
. Vietnam had agreed to release might

. be on board the regular weekly Aero-

. flot flight which was arriving from
: Hanoi ahcad. of schedule. And “Mac”
i Godley wanted to be on hand just in

v

'

t

: case the men accepled. his personal
: suggestion they disembark and accept

. U.S. government iransportation home
rather than continue in the company
- of their antiwar chaperones.

While Russians in sports shirts and

i North Vietnamese in pith helmets and

busmess suits streamed off the Ilyu-
shin 18, Godley saw that the pilots
‘were not among ihe passengers, got
back into the car and headed home to

tchange for tennis. “Forty-five minutes
tis about all the tennis I can take in
‘this age anyway.”

At 55, Godley has been going at this
pace for more than three years in Laos
and, for that matter, ever since he
graduated {from Yale, class of ’39. Part
proconsul, part traditional striped-

‘pants diplomat and part general, God-

ley personally directs the no longer
quite so secret American war in Laos
—and loves every minute of it.

.« He has no doubts about his job or
-how to carry it out even though his

critics suspect he is more Defense Sce-
retary Melvin Laird’s man in Vienti-
jane than Seccretary of State William
Rogers’ “Call me field marshal if it
makes you feel better,” he is inclined
to say. “I don’t care. But please note
I've got no troops.”

“Uncle Sugar”

:in uncomplicated terms uncomfortable

NVOLVED in undercover work since
World War II when he dealt

-with American priscner of war prob-

lems: while based in Switzerland, one
of the first U.S. diplomats to work
closely with the military, activist am-
‘bassador to the Congo during the
(Simba"” revolt in 1964, Godley be-
lieves in the American world mission

“to more doubting Americans,
"+ So big and burly that Congolese

called him “The Bear that Walks Like |
& Man” -vhen he was ambassador in '

STATOTHR
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“They weren’t ten deep for the Laos ase:gnment,

FASHINGTON POST

but I just pinch mysclf daily when I think I’

being paid for domg this.”

=G, McMurtrze Godley

\

By ]amtthc‘m, C. Randal

Washlngton Post Forelgn Service

Godley is given to pithy, direct lan- -

guage of a nature which an earlier age
would not have found repeatable in
mixed company. Pure product of the
Cold War in warm climates, he invaria-

. bly refers to the United States as

“Uncle Sugar,” a sobriquet reflecting
the persuasiveness of American power
in underdeveloped countries,
© Even with a staff of 1,00 diplomatic,
military and CIA men, as ambassador
to this Oregon-sized country Godley
has his hands full:

¢ Requesting and approving all
American air strikes against North Vi-
etnamese and Pathet Lao troops—who
numbered over 100,000 just before the
Easter invasion of South Vietnam—in
northern Laos and along the Ho Chi
Minh supply trails leading south to
Cambodia and South Vietnam.

e Directing CIA military operations

“and the activities of some 230 military

attaches whose tasks include supplying
arms and ammunition to the Royal Lao
army, Mco {ribesmen and Thai volun-
teers in the Plain of Jars north of Vi-
entiane and in the southern Laos pan-
handle.

¢ Keeping eble neutralist Premier
Souvanna Phouma in office despite re-
-peated right-wing efforte to dislodge
him, to ensure that the tatty facade on
the 1962 accords remains intact for an«
other effort to neutralize Laos in the
event of an Indochina-wide pcace set-
tlement, a task even the North Viet.
namese . and Pathet Lao representa-
tives here privately econcede he per.
formed brilliantly in the past month.

" & Maintaining the precarious and ar-

tificial Laotian economy within the !

limits of a congressxonal aid celhng of

$350 million annually, a far from easy
task since most of the money goes for

- military spending. Indeed, the annual

threat of the fall of the CIA’s base at
Long Cheng on the Plain of Jars is
feared.less than the economic crisis re-
flected by the fall in value of the Lao-
tian Kkip from 500 to 800 to the dollar
in the past year.

Dropping the Veils

E‘WOR MOST of Godley’s first year as
ambassador, and indeed since the

1952 Geneva accords were broken first

by North Vietnam and then by the

United States, American military in-

- volvement was kept as secret as possi-

ble. But in the past year or so, Wash-
ington has progressively dropped the
principal fiction imposed by the Ge-
neva accords which set up the iripar-
tite right-wing, neutralist and left-wing
gavernment under big power auspices:
a promise to avoid any foreign military
establishment in Laos except for a
small French {raining mission. :

" As early as 1964, the United States

" - was deeply comhmitited fo the Souvanna

Phouma government, providing aid, a
stabilization fund for the kip and mili-
tary help. In return, Souvanna
Phouma allowed the United States to
bomb North Vietnamese positions on
the strength of a verbal understanding
which even now remains the only basis
for American military operations here.

In March, 1970, President Nixon
started lifting the sccrecy after a Sen-
ate Foreign Relations subcommittee
headed by Stuart Syminglon held
hearings on Laos as part of its investi-
gation of U.S. commitments abroad.
Whatever major mystery was left dis-

peared last December when U.S. of-

Leopoldville, Aﬁﬁery e ofﬁiizﬁglease 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80- 01&51183010800(}&90&%6 of Long

think I've ha
Foreign Service” and “if I end up
being the fall puy I couldn’t care less.!

Cheng, headquariers of Gen. ) Vang .
~antinued
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To judge from yet another study of

" the uncommonly unpleasant subject,

there seems to be about as much chance

of getting the drug business out of Indo-

china as there is of getting the officiais
of Indochina out of the drug business.

The prospects for reform are seem-

. ingly limited—at a time when the U. S.
_ military is having mixed results in trying

to detoxify addicted American GIs—and
the situation is one more deadly, degrad-
ing element associated with U. 8. in-
volvement in Southeast Asia.

Some of the latest facts have been
presented by Yale graduate student Al-

fred W. McCoy, who testified before a
Senate foreign aid appropriations sub-
committee that a flourishing narcotics
trade in South Vietnam, Cambodia, JLaos
and Thailand is carried on with the di-
rect, active support of the highest gov-
ernment officials—and that U. S, offi-
cials make virtually no effort to inter-
vene.

Perhaps such attempts would be in-
effectual. The “Vietnamization” of the
drug trade may be out of our hands
as long as we remain resolved to “see
it through with Thieu.”

NEW YORK POST, 6/3/72
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Interrupting its .usual silence, the CIA has provided
Harper’s with a rare public document. It is an official letter
of protest against our July cover story, “Flowers of Evil,”
an extremely compromising report by Alfred W. McCoy
about the ClA’s complicity in the heroin trade in Southeast
Asia. “I trust,” writes W. E. Colby, the Adgency’s execu-
tive director, “you will give this response the same prom-
inence tn your publication as was given to the McCoy
article.”

The letter appears below in full, together with Mr.
McCoy’s reply and the testimony of a former USAID rep-
resentative who witnessed the ClLA’s participation in the
Laotian drug traflic. This exchange, we hope, throws fur-
ther needed light on a little- Fnown streteh of the sewer
that runs between Washington, Saigon, Vientiane, Pnom-
penh, and Banglol:.

Beyond all that, we are surprised by Mr. Colby’s use
of the word “trust.” Ve may well be reading too much
into it, but that word, and indeed the whole tone of the
letter, suggests that Mr. Colby expected an immediate mea
culpa from Harper’s. Is the ClA that naive? Mr. Colby,
who once presided over the notorious Phoenix program in
Vietnam,* is hardly an innocent. Still, his entire letter
reflects a troubling simplicity, an unquestioning trust in
the goodness of his own bureaucracy. e asks us to share
that trust, whatever the stubborn facts may be. As con-
clusive evidence of the Agency’s purity, for example, he
even cites Director Richard Helms™ public-relations argu-
ment that “as fathers, we are as concerned about the lives
of our children and grandchildren as all of you.”

THE AGENCY*S BRIER

Such curious expectations of trust apparenily moti-
vated the Ageney to ask Harper & Row to hand over the
galleys of Mr. McCoy’s bool,
Southeast Asia, from which he drew his magazine article.
The Agency declared that it simply wanted to check the
bool: for fuctual inaccurucies, possible libel, or dumage to
national security. To deliver this unusucl request, the
Agency dispatclied Cord Meyer, a man with the proper Es-
tablishment connections who,as the Cld’s overseer of the
stnce-transformed Cony itssf()i Cultural Freedom,** might
be said to have once b(’m in the publishing bzumcss him-
self. Although the galleys were duly sent to the Agency, the
CI1’s subsequent compluints about Mr. McCoy’s research
Jailed to impress Harper & Row, which has since confi-
dently published the Look, unchanged. Apparently Illc’fc
are limits to trust, even among ge nilemen.

Although Mr. McCoy won'’t agree with us, our own re-
action to this episode is to feel a certain sympathy for the
beset bureaucrats of the Cld, who seem to be impaled on
the defensive notion, “The Agency, right or wrong.” Dy
definition the ClA finds itself involved with a good many
questionable people in Southeast Asia. That s a condition
of its mission—a mission it did not invent but stmply
carries out on White louse orders—and we suspect that
the public would trust the Agency a good deal more if it
either acknowledged the facts or remained silent. Alas,
the ClA now scems determined to revammp its image into
something lile a cross beticeen General Motors (m(l the
League of Women Voters. But so endeth our sermon. Let
the reader draw his own conclusions.

a celtnn extent it

The Politics of Heroin in -

Harper’s July issue contains an
article by Mr. Alfred W. McCoy alleg-

ing CIA involvement in the opium

traffic in Laos. This allegation is falsc

and unfounded, and it is particularly
disappointing that a journal of
Harper’s reputation would see fit to
publish it without any effort to check
its accuracy or even to refer to the

public record to the contrary.

Normally we do not respond pub-
licly to allegations made against
CIA. Because of the serious nature of
these charges, however, I am writing
to you to place these accusations in
proper perspective and so that the
record will be clear.

The general charge made by Mr.

McCoy that “to

[the opium trade in Laos) depends

on the support (inoney, guns, aircraft,
ete.) of the CTA” has no hasis in fact.
To the contrary, Mr. John . Inger-
soll, Dircctor of the Bureau of Nar-
cotics and Dangerous Drugs, in a
letter to Representative Charles

Gubser of California on May 27,1971

*Phoenix is a campaign of systematic counterterror designed to root out and destroy Vietcong sympathizers. As U.S. pucification
chief from 1968 to mid-1971, Ambassador Colby headed CORDS - (Civil Operations and Rural Development Support), which ran
Phacnix in cooperation with the Knulh Vietnamese police. Mr. Colby has testified before the Senate Foreign Relations Commilice
that, in 1969 alone, Phoenix agents “neutralized” 19, WS] suspected Vietcong, killing 6.187 of them in the process. Crilics argue that

Phoenix uses

The hess BORIIVEA ERERe

assassination methods and that Mr. Colby's figures are extremely conservative.
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E ~ 33,470

On paper at least, September'18 lovkod
lthe a great day for the road guvs in their
battle azabist international drug tralfic.

There on “Capitol 11l was the U. S.
Senate ratifving by a vote of 69 0 0 &
strengthening revision of a 90-nation
treaty designed 1o clamp down on the nay-
cotics trade,

Henceforth, the revision providges, the
International Narcotics Contiol Board will
see {0 it thal the world production of dope
is limited to the quantity needed for medi-
cal and scientific use. Production ahove
that ceiling will he reporfed to the signa-
tory nations and the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly,

And-there at the Department of State
was President Nixon saving this country
will suspend all American economic and
military assistance to any govelnment
“whose leaders participate in or protect
the activities of those who contribute to
our drug problem.”

Just which initiative will be the morc
productive is hard to say just now.

That of the Senate iz dependent on

-~ devious channels and protocols, hut it

does have the advantage of being taken
without henefit of George McGovern jaw-
boning. '

The route the president can take is a
good deal more dircct, if only he will
tfollow it now that he has made a Me-
Govern-nudged pitch for diligence.

But the chances. for clamp-down would

S e o A R
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be a great deal fatter, one suspects, if the -
president had been right whon he said he
is “requircd by statute” (o cut off aid to
governments conlributing o our drug
problem.

The statute i= not quite so forceful,

The rule, written into last year’s For-
eign Assistance Act, is thai aid shall be
cut off only when the president himself
decides that a government has “failed to
take adequate steps™ to suppress danger-
ous drugs. The president js the sole judge
of which countries are being helpful and
which are not. He is “required” to take no
action that his personal verdict on the
evidence does not support.

His evidence, clearly, is not the same as _
that which has disturbed Sepnator Me-
Govern, ’ E :

The president, says his challenger, has
failed to “crack down on the narcotics
trade in Laos, Thailand and South Viet-
nam” because the administration needs “air
bases in Thailand, Laos” and “mercenaries
and Vielnamese soldiers to fight its war.”

There may be more partisan testimony
than hard evidence in that accusation, of
course. Iiven so, the McGovern statement
is not barren of corroboration,

There have been charges thal the ClA’s
Air America has helped transport heroin
in Southeast Asia. In his book, The Poli-
tics of Heroin in Southeast Asia, Arthur W.
MeCoy ruised the question of ClA agents
knowingly engaging in such traffic to help
maintain alliances. And Mr. McCoy quali--

" fied with no question his assertion (hat

officials in Southeast Asian governments

© allied to the U. S. have profited from the

drug traffic. _

To accuse is nol to prove. Butlif Mr.
McCoy'squestions and stalements are
rooted in nothing firmer than supposition,
they suggest that the president, even if
not derelict. will have a difficult time
being diligent in application of that stat-
ute. :
The helpfulness (or, for that matter, the
helplessness) of allies like South Vietnam

. and Thailand in areas other than drug

control cannot fail to influence Mr. Nix-
on's reading of the evidence.

Not, that is, co long as a kevsione of this
nation’s foreign policy is to prop up such
allies. - ’

Presidential  options running afoul of
presidential- commitments, it's just possi-
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-“LADIES and gentlemen,” announced
. the genteel British diplomat, raising his
“ glass to offer a toast, “I give you Prince
*Sopsaisana, the uplifter of Laotian
youth.” -

The toast brought an appreciative
smilé from the guest of honor, cheers
and applause from the Juminaries of
Vientiane’s diplomatic corps assembled
at the farewell banquet for the Laotian
.ambassador-designate to France, Prince
Sopsaisana. A member of the royal
house of -Xieng Khouang, the Plain of
Jars region, the oprince was
vice-president of the National
Assembly, chairman of the Lao Bar
Association, president of the Lao Press
Association, president of the Aflliance
Francaise, and a member in good
standing of the Asian People’s
Anti-Communist  League.  After
receiving his credentials from the king
in a private audience at the Luang
Prabang Royal Palace on April 8, 1971,
he was treated to an unprecedented
round of cocktail parties, dinners, and
. banquets. For Sopsai, as his friends call
him, was not just anv ambassador; the
Americans considered him  an
outstanding example of a new
generation of honest. dynamic leaders.

The final send-off party at
Vientiane’s Wattay Airport on April 23
was one of the gayest affairs of the
season. Everybody was there; the
champagne bubbled, the canapes were
flawlessly French, and Ivan Bastouil,
charge d’affaires at the French embassy.
gave the nicest speech. Only after the

. plane had soared off into the clouds did
anybody notice that Sopsai had
forgotten to p
reception.
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By ALFRED W. McCOY
and KATHLEEN B. READ

the moming of April 25 was the
occasion for another reception. The
French ambassador to Laos, home for a
brief visit, and the entire ctaff of the
Laotian embassy had turned out to
welcome the new ambassador. There
were warm embraces, kissing on both
cheeks, and more effusive speeches.
Curiously, the prince insisted on waiting
for his luggage like any ordinary tourist,
and when his many suitcases finally
appeared after an unexplained delay, he
immediately noticed that a particular
one was missing. Sopsai angrily insisted
that his suitcase be delivered at once.
and French authorities promised, most
apologetically, that it would be sent to
the Laotian embassy as soon as it was
found. Sopsai departed reluctantly for
yet another reception at the embassy,
and while he drank the ceremonial
champagne with his newfound retinue
of admirers, French customs officials
were examining one of the biggest
heroin seizures in French history.

The ambassador’s suitcase contained
60 kilos of high-grade Laotian heroin —
worth 313.5 million on the streets of
New York, its probable destination. A
week later. a smiling French official
presented himself at the embassy with
the suitcase in  hand. Although
Sopsaisana had been bombarding the
airport with outraged telephone calls
for several days, he suddenly realised
that accepting the suitcase was
tantamount to an admission of guilt and

=
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government refused to accept his
diplomatic credentials, and Sopsai
remained in Paris for no more than two
months before he was recalled.
DESPITE its resemblance to comic
opera, the Prince Sopsaisana affair
offered a rare glimpse into the workings
of the Laotian drug trade. That trade is
the principal business of Laos, and to a
certain extent it depends on the support
(money. guns, aircraft etc) of the CIA.
Unfortunately, the questions raised by
the prince’s disgrace were never asked,
much less answered. The French
government overlooked the embarrass-
ment for diplomatic reasons, the
international press ignored the story,
and the United States embassy
demonstrated a remarkable disinterest
in the entire subject.

Over the past 50 years, Laos has
become something of a free port for
opium. The delicate opium poppy
grows abundantly at high elevations in
the northern mountains, and under a
sequence of different regimes (French,
American, Laotian), the hill tribesmen
have been encouraged to cultivate the
poppy as the principal cash crop.
Opium dens can be found in every
quarter of Vientiane, and the
whereabouts of the opium refineries are
a matter of common knowledge.

The Laotian indifference to Prince
Sopsaisana’s misfortune therefore
becomes easily understandable. The
reticence of the American embassy,
however, requires a few words of
explanation. Sopsai  had allegedly
received his 60 kilos of heroin through
the kind offices of a panicularly

for hi 118 ‘1 O ; o s i \
pRrovVeliF 8 Relgasa 2n0n 0 3rou CHERDPE (160 1R00080008000 T8

His arrival at Paris's Orly Airport on  his declaration of innocence, the French  commander of the CIA secret army in
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By ®ark Henrd mmz
Almost univerzally ¢
Yedged as somcething

often surprising to lo
herein wos cnce pw\ :hne
{o be the wonder drue of the
age, The time was ghorile
fore the furn of the cen
and the place was imporid
Germany where herolr
Just beenm develo; ped os a o
for a more sinister udmcmn,
that of uiorphine, Az vse of
the drug hecame meore vide-
spread and ilg disadverages
more obvicus, Lereoin qiickly
Jost its priveieged positica and
the scientific instituticzs of
the day renewed their search
in other directions,

Quantitics of heron first
appeared in this coniry a-
round 1830. The prin:iple im-
porters of the drug vere sail-
ers and other glolal trans-
jents whoze activiies were
confined priwarily ‘o the Isrg-
or coastul cities. the ghelios
for the most part ranained un-
touched.

MORPITNE

With the comirg of W W II
the situaticn nderwent a
radical change @1d once more
the use of mordhine was in-
volved. Sfands:d procedure
adopted by th: U. 8. armed
forces for the treatment of
wounds receivid in combat in-
volved immaliate 1massive
injections d the drug
to deaden th pain. So wide-
spread was he use of mor-
phine durixg the war that
many G. L'swere issued {heir
own persoal drug supply
and hypodomic needle in the
event that self freatment be-
came neeesary, Despite the
fact that mmrphine was knewn
to have ben dengerously ade
diclive sone {ifiy years be-
fore {he aitbreni of the war,
the drug bad beeome an in.
tegral pat of America's war.
{ime medcal machine,

It was with the relcase of
nany ¢tthese wounded veter-
ans frem sorvice that the
specter of widespread drug
addiclin first apprared. No
one, it xoms, had yet develop.
¢d a awre for morphine addice

tion but heroin was a grood
substitute, Sailors soon found
that they could ranke & lot
nore money selling heyoin
than they could on any ship
and the rush was on to seeure
the most lucrative markets
and methods of production.
EYFECY

NOW]](‘IE} was the cffect of
heroin felt more dramaticelly
than in the Black community,
Seemingly overnizht scores of
voung nen, whose only mis-
fortune was to have served

L b i

atl
SN

Neeln

their country, refurned home
with ouly their wits between
them and what was most often
a slow agonizing death.

Five years after the close
of W W 1l the pusher was al-
ready costablished as the new
Ling of the glietto. The post
war baby boom, the newfound
affluence of the ifties, and the
Korean confiict in which even
more Americans were intro-
duced {o usc of narcotics all
pPlayed a role in the rise of
smack. As a result countlegs
millions of young men and
women, most of them Dlack,
found themselves involved

vith heroin before reaching

the age of twenty.

Black power advocates were
the first to allege that heroin
addiction  was actually en-
couraged by this country's
Tederal povernment as a
means to {urther subjugate
the DBlack population, and
thereby aveid full scale reve-
lution in {be face of increas-
ing xopronio.l Stekely Char-
nnch“] Rap Brown, the now
uofunct SNCC, DPeace and

Freedom Pavly and even a
Hedgling Dlack Panther Parly
{(New York ch'n')‘m) have il
espoused this ion at one
tina or another. Whetber or
not this cha is valid in ;rd
of itself, thers is a substantiz!
bedy of evidence to sugiest
that the United States poverus
nment has actively encourered
large scale heroin production
to further ils own political
cnds.

The genesis of this intrigue
began shorlly T‘worc the ac-

3
j

tual introduction of American
troduction of American
ground troops in South Viet-
nam. RBefore the American
army could embark it was
necessary to determine the
amount of lotal support tliey
could expect. Since the South
Vietnamese army was barely
on the edge of destruction and
the civilian population almost
solidly behind the Viet Cong,
or just as solidly noutral, ﬂm
scarch concentrated on cor-
tain jungle tribesmen who in.
habit the remote mountoin

areas that border Leoos and
Cainbodia, It just so happon
ed that these jico (rronotiice
et Riao) and Montingyavd
fribasinen troditonnlly eny
ed in runaing gung and opi
{o the lucrathve movke(s of
Thizlind and Vict Nanw

As they were clycady ¢o-
ing 2 boeming husziness o2
thieir own, some incontive wag
needed to vush therm info the

~era

uncertaintios of wor, It seenig

that sinea thess trivesmen had
little or no contzet with any
government, political appeals
were largely ineffecti
COMPROMNISE

What evolved was a com-
promise. Montingvard and
Meo tribes would {ight and
provide intellience for A-
merican (roops if the Ameri-
canswould, in turn, help them
move greater quauntities of
opium and heroin,

The details as to how this
corupremise hos worked have
been the subject of numerous
articles uppwrmz in publica-
tions ranging from Ramparts
to TIIF I\L\‘ YORK TL"\IES.
Air America aireraft, a chart-
er owned and operated by the
CIA, certain aireraft LelOn
ing to the USAT, and in o 10
case documented by CBS, even
the personal aircraft of the
American ambassador to Sai-
gon have all been involved in
the tralficing of heroin.

That a new generation of
American  soldiers becomes
addicted while serving in Viet
Nam is seemingly a small
brice {o pay for the oppor-

tumtv of stopping the insid-

ious'r ed hoards.
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On June 1 of this year an official of the
US Central Intelligence Agency paid a visit
to the New York offices of my publisher,
Harper and Row, Inc. This CIA official was

/ Mr, Cord. Meyer, Jr. (now the CIA’s Assist-

J

~ant Deputy Director of Plans; formerly the
.CIA official .in charge of providing covert
financial ‘subsidies for organizations such as
the . National Siudent Association, Eni-
cozmter M']gdzmc and the Cohgr_css for
" Cuitural Frecdom).! Mr, Meyer urged sev-
eral of his old friends among Harper and
\/Rows sepior management to provide him

“with a copy of the palley proofs of my

history of. the international narcotics traf-
fic, The Politics of Heroin in Southeast
Asig. In this book 1 show the complicity
of various US dgencics—particularly the CIA
and ths State Department—in organizing
the Southeast Aman drug tnfﬁc smce the
. carly 1950s, :
‘Mr. Meyer presented orie .of lh:pcr and
- Row’s senior editors with some documents
giving the CIA’s view on.the Southeast
Asian drug traffic. His manner was grave,
e said, “You wouldn’t want to publish a

book that would be full of inaccuracies,

‘embarrass tht United States government, or
get  you im{olved' in libel suits, would
youl)b)

Harper and Row s mamgcmcnt pxomxsed

to" consider -Mr. Meyer’s request and sum--

"moned me from Washington, DC, where 1
was then ftestifying before the Senate

_Appropriations Committee on my findings

after cighteen months of research into the
Southeast Asian drug traffic, This research
included more than 250 interviews with
" heroin dealers, police officials, and intelli-
gence agents in Europe and Asia.
A.t a meeting "in New York on the
afterndon of June 8, Harper and Row’s
president, Mr, Winthrop Knowlton, and .its
senior vice president,, Mr. B. Brooks
Thomas, told me that they had decided to
provide the CIA with a copy of the galley

proofs prior to publjcation for the follow- -

ing reasons:
First, the CIA would be less likely to
seek a temporary . court -injunction barring
- publication of the book if the Agency were
"given. a chance to persuade

by portions of my book; and secondly,
Harper and Row felt that a responsible
“‘publisher should have enough confidence in
the veracity of any of its particularly

controversial books to show them to any

-geputable critic for ' comment prior to
publjcation. '
LAt first 1 dxsag ed strongly with Harper

and Row’s decision, arguing that suomlttmg

, closely,

itself that
national security was in no way endangered

NER YORK REVIEW OF BOOKS
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Alfred W, M cCoy

the gn.lley proofs to the CIA could set a
danocrous precedent and ultimately weaken
IFirst,  Amendment. guarantccs concerning
frccdcm of the piess. Moreaver, in view of
what I had Icarncd of the CIA’s operating
methods in Southeast Asia 1 was convinced
that the Agency

unethical means—such  as  coercing  my

sources into retracting statements they had-
made to me about US complicity in the :

international narcotics traffic—in order to
induce Harper and Row to wxmdxaw the
book from publication, .
After a week of negotiations, howevet,
Harper and Row. told me that they would
not be Wwilling to publish the book. unless I
agreed to submit the manuscript to theé
CIA. Faceéd with what I believed -would be
lengthy delays if 1 took the book to
another publisher and the prospect of
losing my Harper and Row editor, Elisa-
beth Jakab, with whom I had worked

I capitulated. - Thus began more
than “two months of lengthy negotiations
between ' the CIA, Harper and Row, and
mysell. Most of what happened during
these elaborate ncgotmhons is in the corre-
.spondence reprinted belov. I' have added
introductory notes to explain some of the
attending circumstances. . v

'Considered collectively, this. exchange of

letters provides us with another impottant

reminder—perhaps the {first since the Na- -~

tional | Student Association scandals .of
1967—of the contempt this most clan-
destine of our governmental agencies has
for the integrity of the press and publish-
ing ‘industry. As the CIA’s letter of July
28, 1972, shows, it was unable to rebut
effectively my analysis of its role in the

- international heroin traffic during the last

quarter century. Since the CIA simply had
no plausible defense against this charge, it

Jfried to impose prior censorship in order to

avoid public scrutiny of its record. If it
was not already clear, it now should be
obvious to publishers that the Agency
cannot be regarded as a responsible critic

~when its public image is seriously tiweat-

ened by what is. written about it.,

1I

1 In this letter, \';'rittcn after Cord Meye;,
Jr.’s visit, Harper and Row asked- the CIA

seeing the book. Since the CIA had never
before been quite so willing to defend
itself publicly, neither Harper and Row nor
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was. capable of using
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and Row by stating categorically that it
could rebut all' my charges about its
compli.city in the international narcotics
traffic. We were surprised, however, that
the CIA made no reference to “national
security” as one of -ts concerns in.request-
ing to review the manuscript. Rather, the
Agency .made its request purcly on grounds
" of government pnvnlcge

Central lntcllineﬂce Agency
Washmgton, D.C. 20505

5 July 1972
Mr. B. Brooks Thomas
Harpcr & Row, Publishers, Inc.
Dcar Mr. Thomas: .

Mr. Cord Meyer has
respond to your letter to him of June 30th
in connection with the book, The Politics

of Heroin in Southeast Asia, by Alfred W. .

McCoy.

As you are no doubt aware, Mr. McCoy
testified on 2. June 1972 before the
Foreign Operations Subcommittee of the
Sengte Appropriations Commitiee. His testi-
mony included allegations concerning sup-
. port of the international opium traffic by
U S. agencies, including the Central Intel-

. lwence Agency, and numerous other allega-

- tions concernjng participation in the opium
traffic. by both Americans and local per-

: e . S - sonnel in Southeagt Asia,
for official confirmation of their interest in ;

In the light of the pernicious®nature of
the drug traffic, allegations concerning in-
volvement of the U. S Government therein
citizens
on - hard

evidence. 1t is our belicf that no rcp-gahln
3370

asked me to

~.

- 4‘.uu.uu.
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By GARNETT D. HORNER
; Star-News Staff Wriler .
President Nixon today warned that he will
not hesitate to cut off all American economic and
military aid to any covernment whose leaders
participate in or protect the drug traffic.
He also praised the Central Intelligence

- Agency for its vole in fighting international diug

traffic and said the agency has been “much
maligned.”
. ‘He said the CIA has “performed superbly”
in fighting the international drug trade, “In the
field of intlelligence,” he added, “we always find
that the failures are those that are publicized. Its
successes by definition raust always be secret. In
this area, there are many successes, and particu-
larly oncs of which thisagency canbevery proud.”
Critics of the CIiA have charged thal the
Ageney has aided drug traffickers in Southeast

- Asia to help maintain alliances.

. He spoke of “fine initial progress” in immo-
_bﬂ_lzmg and destroying sources of drugs coming
into the United States.

- He said, “Franece, Paraguay, Laos, Thailand
and Turkey are just a few examples of the many
countries where the work of Arnerican officials
from the ambassader down, in partnership with
local officials, has preduced important Treak-
throughs . huge heroin seizures, key arrests, or
— In Turkey’s case — the courageous decision to
eradicate the opium poppy itself

The President said he considers keeping
dangerous drugs out of the United States “just 28
important as keeping armed cnemy forces from
landing in the United States” because the drugs
can endanger the lives of youy Americaﬁs just Zs
much as would an invading a?my. :

o
Speaking at an internati
peaking H ernationa feren
drug contl‘o‘ﬁ'i‘ t}(we Stl'*bn ,,IO, 1“1 conference on
qrug co oL al th ate Depariment. he asked
Amcriean officials from around the world to con-

vy -~ r i N
vey to fareign officlals with whom thev deal “this
persnal messaze” from me: i :

CoxAa

NASOLANULIUN olaAn

8 SEP 1972

L

“Any government whose

leaders participate in or pro-
tect the activities of those
who contribute to olr drug
program should know that the
President of the United States
is required by statute o sus-
pend all American economic
and military assistance - to
such a regime. :

7 shall not hesitate to com-
ply fully and promplly with
that statute.”

Nixon said he has lheen
“oracking the whip” over gov-
ernment agencies involved in
dealing with dangerous drugs

to get them to “quit fighting
cach other and start fighting
the problem.” .

Citing some results, he said
the number of arrests of drug
{raffickers in the last fiscal
year was double the number
arrested in 1969, and the sei-
zures of heroin and other illicit
drugs are al an ali-time high.

“Very sharp increascs in the
prices of heroin throughout the
castern United States indicate
that the supply is drying up
and that the pressure is on the
criminal drug trade,” he said.

Nixon's slatements appat-
ently were in response to a
statement yesterday by Demo-
cratic presidential candidate
Sen. George S. McGovern.

McGovern said- the number
ol heroin addicts in the United
States had doubled since 1968
and charged that Southeast
Asia had become a major
source of heroin because the
administration would not
crack down on the narcotics
trade in Laos, Thailand and
South Victnam.

Nixon madc no direct refer-
ence to McGovern's charges,
but his comments appeared to
be a sharp counteratiack.

SrRTSIPR

The President’s praise of the
Cls role follows claitns and
official denials that the agen-
cy’s Air America has helped
transport heroin in Soulheast
Asia, :

Tn a book called “The Poli-
tics of Heroin in Southeast
Asia,” that was published re-
cently, Arthur W. DMcCoy
raised the guestion of whether
CIA operatives knowingly en-
gaged in such traffic to help
mainlain alliances.

More specifically, McCoy
accused officials ‘in govern-
ments of U.S. allies in South-
cast Asia—particularly in Sai-
gon—of profiting from the
traffic.

STATOTHR
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With Cathleen 1.
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By LAURENCE STERN

“OPDINARIL\ TTIS AGENCY does not
respond to public criticism,” the CIA’s
general counsel wrote {he general coun-
sl of Harper & Row publishing com-
pany last July 8. “Iowever in 1his case
we are under the strongest direclive to
support the US. government’s effort

against the international narcotics trafiic

and are hending every cffort to de so.
We believe we cannot stand by and see
baseless criticism designed 1o undermine
confidence in that effort without {rying
fo set the record straight, ...’

The subject of this extraordinary lefter
was The Politics of Heroin in Southeast
Asia by Alfred W. McCoy, a doctoral

‘candidate al ¥Yale University. Harper &

Row provided the CIA with advance

proofs of the hook and afler receiving

a statement of rebutfal covering several
of I\icCoy’s c.llcgationb of Agency involve-

.ment in opium f{raffic, the book was

published.

If the intervention had any effod it
Lias probably been to boost the sales of
McCoy’s book; certainly it {urned its

“publication into something of a cause

célébre. Perhaps the Agency would have

‘better served its own iniercsts by follow- -

ing the 1ime-honored intelligence precept o
of maintaining silence in iimes of adver-
sity. Public accountabmty has never been

By dts natule as one of the wor

" ost

profitable - illicit bumwssﬂ.s, ihe
opinmy and heroin {rail is heavily cano-<
pied with wpderworld and official se-
crecy. In the Golden Triangle refion of
northeastern Buvima, northern hailand

“and nortbern Laos, ihe p,'ihcilml opivm

‘growing and processing area in Southeast
Asiz, the traffic is fed by highlend tribes,

minor warlords and paramilitary sol-

diers, and it is controlled by high-ranking
oﬂ";u als of {he three countries, This dis-
ribation system fed heroin into the veing
of American soldiers in Viefnam and into
e infernational heroin stream that sur-

LAURENCE STERN is the roving foreign
correspondent of The Washington Post.

faces terminally in the ghelfos and sub-
wrbs of {he United States,

KeCoy has done a sturdy and compre-
hensive reporting job. He las infer-
viewed American and Souvtheast Asian
sources who cifher played a direct role
in the opium fraffi 1c or ave highly com-
petent to talk ahout it It iz his argument
that when the United States emnbarked
ou the geopolitical objective of trying to
confain Chinese and North Vietnamese
power at their borders in Southeast Asia,
it slipped inexorably info the narcotics
fiaffic,

The international market had heen

crented long hefore by the Kuropean en-
Jonial powers, chiefly Drilain and France,
Great Britain in {the laie 18th century
fook the first hig step toward internation-
alization of the Asian drng traffic by
establishing a government monopoly |
over India’s opium harvest, helping fi- 1)
nance the regime of the Raj by faxing
the product, and beginning the m:issive
export of Indiaxn opiuni infe Chinz. When
Chinese imperial authorities {ried 1o stop
it, Britain, with its gunships, blasted open
{he Chinese ports to BEuropean frade and
Indian opium during the Oplum War of
1839 to-1842.

Under the forced infusions of dplum
from British-ruled India the Chincse im-
ports rose from a level of 340 tons in
the first decade of the 10th fenfury fo
6,500 tons by 1860, It was in this period
that the Chinese hegan a large-seale pro-
gram of domestic opium production,
much of it in the outlying provinces of
Szechwan and Yunan. By the heginning
of the 20th contury, China had an addict
population of 15 million. The wave of
Chinese migrations into Southeast Asia
spread {he scourge of addiction south-
ward, _ B

The French played a similar rele in
expanding and monopolizing opium pro-
duction under colonial authority, Cen-
turies before the French arvived the Meo

1,
than 1o achieve {he stupcfaction of “liv-

permilfed fo take over civil aut

Sopsaisana,

its str iesicnat repce in Appil 1973, Sop-
-1 s suongeﬂﬂy}@ved For. Rele%§e120%£fg§f9§3t;%%; r,,mg%ﬂqdﬁi&&éﬁbb cé})d ﬁg{iﬂcr 'll.“rencg;x

hiese eoo-
lies cscaped thelr wretched jife eycle of

fng death” with whicr™

toll, poverty and discase. Tho French
established their ownomonopoly and con-
verted the KMeo poppy harvests inte av
bapovtant cash crop which was {axec
ang seld to the growing addict populy-
tion of Indochina, By the beginning of
Worlidd Wer Two, according to 1ieCoy's
research, thera were some 2,5,0( ophi
dens in mdochina serving about 3-”\’-‘”\;‘
dddht)

Thr Viel Minh war of independencs

eventualiy hecame a major chalienge to

Trench yolitieal rule end & drrin'on the
colopinl economy, In couniering their
guerrilla movernent the French turped
te the Meo fribal peoples in the Laotian
Lighlands aund 1o their poppy harvests.
Meo opim hecame an imporfant factor .
Loth in financing the war and in coments
ing the leyaltics of the tribal gueorrilles
fighting on i{he ¥rench gide, 370Coy re-
lates the case of the Irench Bxpedition.
sry Corps’ “Operation X,” & topscerct
project for the collection and transport
of Meo opiam info the Sajgon mavkets
where it was turned over io the Binh
Suyen, an wnderwerld sceret sociely
which the French occupation awthorilics
hority in
Salven. By the {tine Awerican influence
replaced the French military presencs,
the poppy was the main cash crop iv the
Golden 'Triangle, the opium cconomy was
fully developed, and there were wells
ruited patterns for dealing with the {ri
bal mountain guerrillas who had been
enlisted by the Freuch in the war against
the Pathet Lao and \Uﬁhmn;ew Commu-
nist insurgents,
Iere the argument beging, McCoy ag
serts that Central Intelligence Oporahow )
became heavily involved in the opium-
heroin traffie. ITe says that some of tho
Ageney’s chief Aslan operatives and cli
ents confrolled it and that the CIA's ¢cone,
fract airline, Air Amorica, moved it {o-
ward the ultimate markets, :
All this has long been a matter of
conventional wisdom and surmise in the
Dars and embassies of Vientisne, where
wags spoke of Air America as “Air Opl-

um,” but McCoy secks to document {ha

case with interviews (alas, some of the’
crucial ones anonymous) and hard cw-
denee,

One of the most sonaahoml allega-
tions in the hook is that Aco General
Vang Pao, the most important field com-
mander on the Royal Lao governmoent
slde, arranged for the delivery of 60
kilos of high grade Faolian heroin (worth
$13.5 nulhon in New York) to Prince
-the Laotian ambassador-

continucd
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Mr. Cook, a long-time conmbmm to The Nation, is the-
“author of many books, including the recently published The
Nigh‘mare Dccade: The Life and Times of Senator Joec
McCarthy- (Ram‘om House).
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The most damning document to come out of the war in-
Vietnam has now struggled into the lipht in this election
year. Jt was indeed a struggle: the disclosures were.
squelched for ycars by the highest arms of the American
“burcaucracy; the pith of the message was ignored by the

Senate .subcommittce, headed by Abraham Ribicoff, which
; the revelations were verified by

exposed the PX scandals;
~one of Life’s top journalists—and pushed aside in favor

of the incident on the bridge at Clnppmulddlck the truth

set forth was too much for major American -publishing
houses, and in the end was published in Great Britain,
coming to the American market on 1hc rebound through
the David McKay Company,

Paterson writes describimg Hawkridge's d1SCOveries, — w on-

dering’ what limits there were he asked a Vielnamese

stallholder whether he could buy a tank, Tanks are a bit
dificult right now,” this man admitted, but how about
some armored personnel carricrs? Or helicopters, of course.

- Or how about a heavy-duty truck?”

‘What the hell goes on?, Iawkridge thought. And he

-rushed to' tell American authorities what he had .found.

They were: bland, uninterested. YWashington, in its holy-.
crusade delusion, had concluded agreements with the
South Victnamese- that tied the bands of any sccurity
agent who tricd to put an end to the national pastime—-
wholesale looting. - Two provisions were critical: trucks
could be driven only by South Victnamese drivers; and
only South Victnamese police could make arrests. Jven
if an Amcricdn security agenf -Jike Hawkridge trapped
hijackers, in the act, -he was forbidden to Jay a finger on
them; he had to call in the South Vietnamese police. And
' when lhcy arrived, they simply collaborated in the Jooting.
Here, in capsula form, are some of the things Hawl.-

ridge Jearned and some of his experiences:

This bombshell is The Greedy War, a 278-page book
written by the BptlSh journalist James Tiamilton-Patcrson

and detailing the Vietnamese expericnces of Cornelius
Hawkridge, a dedicated anti-Communist who spent seven
and a half horrible years in Russian and Hungarian prison
- camps before escaping to the United States, Hawkridge

and Hamilton-Paterson call the war greedy and-the con-
tents ‘of this book fully justify the cpithet. Hawkridge
wag born in Transylvania, the son of a Hungarian mother
and a British father, a.colonel in the Hungarian police
force, His passionate hatred of communism and the Rus-

sians led him into,protests and guerrilla actions—and into

those long years in prison. He came (o America belicving
all the dogmas of the cold war and cager to aid as a
security ofliger in what he considered a holy crusade.

The Dominican uphcaval in 1965, in which Hawkridge
- could not find the Communists President Lyndon B. John-
“son assured us we were opposing, was the first disillusion-
ment. Then came Vietnam. Hawkridge’s first day in the
ficld there in 1966 was a shocker. e had his nosc rubbed
immediately in the stinking squalor of the refugee camps
of Qui.Nhon. More than 2,000 refugees were living in pa-
per shacks built Jargely of discarded American packing

“cases, Three contaminated wells provided the only drinking -
water, There were no sanitary facilitics, “The inmates
defecated between the rows of paper homes and the slow:
seep of ardure crept up the pulp walls.” Hawkridge asked
a priest what had-happened t¢ all the USATID. “Stolen,”
the priest said <;1mp1y “It’s taken by the \’wtnamcso Gov-
ernment,”

Hawkridge ‘soon discovered that vntudliy everything
was being stolen. Only the smallest trickle of supplics
and war matériel being shipped to Vietnam in such
prodigious, multibillion-dollar amounts ever reached their
~intended destinations. The Qui Nhon marketplace, an arca
of a good- sized block next to the refupee camp,

cannons, shells, cases of grenades, television sets, washing

mnchch . tlic mou iq s emed limitless.” So Hamlllon-
proved

was -
stocked with “C-rations, K-rations, drink, clothing, guns,

§South Vietnam all but sank into the sea undcr the
weight of the tons of black-and-white television sets,
radios, spin_ dricts, untaxed diamonds and other com-
modities produced by a sociely of conspicuous consump-

" tion and -shipped off to Vietnam to win what must be

one of the most curious wars in history.

§The port of Qui Nhon was clogged with shipping, a
flect that spread oul to the horizon. Some of the.ships
waited for nionths to unload; mecanwhile small boats plied
out to them in the night and’ sometimes in the day; and
so, when they finally reached a pier, some 60 pex cent of
their cargoes had vanished.

§The United States shipped enough cement into South
Vle.tmm to pave the entire nation, but there was a chronic
shortage of cement to extend airficld runways and ecrect
facilitics.. And the Victcong always had a superabundance
with which to build their individual bomb shelters,

§On one occasion a truck containing several hundred
TV sets was hijacked, tracked down in Tu Duc and twned

over to the South Vietnamese police. Hawkridge went to

reclaim this U.S. property, but was told he would have to®
get a Vietnamese driver to take the truck away. By the
time he had found a driver, the truck had been <mpped
of its contents right in the pohu compound.

GOne night Hawkridge was following a hijacked lruck,

1mystificd because the Vietnamese were ripping open pack-

ages in disgust and tossing them into ditches at the road-
side. Hawkridge kept stopping and picking up the
packages. They were a consignment of aircralt parts for
fighter qquadrons at Bien Hoa, When Hawkridpe arrived
at the air base, he was hailed almost as a savior because

several jets had been grounded for lack of sparc parts.

GAuvother time, Hawkridge chaced a lnjac}cd truck
right into a compound belonging to the South Victnamese
Sccurity Police. The panicked driver sped across the com-
pound, forgelting there was a river on the other side, and

'bra'kcd lo & halt at the last second with the front wheels

continuved.
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By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
Special lo The Star-News
VIENTIANIE—*1 have the fastest boat on the
river,” boasted the Lao colenel as he swigged
andther glass ol throat-burning rice whisky at a
party in Ban Houei Sai, a Lao garrison town.

" Nobody could dispute the colonel's claim, for .

the. previous record-holder — a big Chrysler he-
longing to American Treasury and Customs offi-
cers — had a burncd-oul engine after someone had
surreptitiously drained the oil from its crank case.
The prime suspect of U.S. officials is none
other than ihe Colonel and his henchmen, who,
they believe, are in the opium and heroin trade,

“The river” is thé mighty Mekong, now swol-

-len by monsoon rains. From Yunnan in China it

plunges in a brown mass of whirlpools and {form-

- ing eddics, over giant rock outcroppings that could

dash a boat to pieces helween the sloping green
hills that make excellent land for poppy-growing.

- If the river doesn’t kill the unwary {raveller
he faces the peril of an arrow fired from a
crossbow of Shan or KBkaw f{ribesmen or bullets
from a o musket or a Kuomintang carbine.

* The whole arca—Burma on cne bank and .aos
on the. other—is the battleground for American
narvotics agents and heroin smugglers and refin-
ers, The sabotaged boal is just a skirmish in the

. battle that starled last November, when the Unit-

ed States persuaded the Lao government to pass
antl narcolics laws,

Stalemafe ' ’
“Agents of the Treasury and Bureau of Nar-

“cotics and Dangerous Drugs say that, after ini-
tial successes, they have reached a stalemate in
the fight against drug traffiekers along the

borders

Earlier this year agents knocked out two hero-

in _refmerxes in villages just north of Ban Houei
Sai., At one of them, Loo military officials, who
denied running the refinery, burncd huildings as a
sign of good faith to show their willingness to stop

“the trade after considerable American pressure.

. Later American narcotics agents and Laos’
fough new drug squad leader, Gen: Khammu Bou-

sarrath, took away truck loads of equipment from °
~the burned refinery, including, ether in 10-gallon.

drums, acetone and acedic anhydratc all used in
heroin manufactux c.

. But the all-important chemxst was never
caught

AR UL SOl ios

Mou Seu, and reportf\d confiscating 27 pound< nf

heroin hidden under the hisuse roof.

gether,
' The heroin crosses into Laos from Burma at

STATOTHR

- Mou Seu, claiming immunity as a legislator,

‘has not yet been proseculed. This immunity runs
. ot when the Assembly closes Nov. 11, and many

American officials take the view thatif the Lao
government fails to prosecute Muo Seu under the
new law, cooperation in the drug fight will have
failed.

Sixdy-six pounds of boiled opium have been
confiscated from passengers on aircraft chartered
to U.S. governmeni agencies by Air America and
Continental Airlines.

Since this flurry of aclivily, agents and run-

‘ners have been eyeing cach other warily,

“Nobody is buying opium for the international

" market,” an informed U.S. official said.

Americans say the 1972 opium crop harvested
in January and February has not been sold inter-
nationally because of the crackdown, This judg-
ment is based on a drop in opium pricesipdicating
‘a gluL on the market on the Bur mese side of the
border,

To date, opium and heroin have followed cer-
tain routes, and the Americans are concentraiing
first on closing off these routes. The flow of heroin
follows tle line of least resistance, one U.S. offi-
cial said “We will stop it coming one way and it
will flow around us, The traffickers will find new
routes and we will close them off 1ill it’s no lenger
worthwhile, We can pinch the flow off across
Thailand and Laos eventually, but the traffickers
can always move through Burmese territm'y to

_Rangoon and the Bay of Bengal and there won’t be
< much we can do about it. We have no political

leverage in Burma.”
American officials say about 450 tons of opium

are produced annually in Burma’s Shan and Wa

states.

city of Kengtung. From Kengtung it follows the
Burmese road system {o Tachilek opposite the

-Thai town of Mai Sai. There are at least eight

heroin refineries around Tachilek.

From Tachilek heroin moves in two direc-
tions, one across the berder intoe Thailand and
through Thailand’s busy read net, the other east

from Tachilek to a point just north of the area -

where Bmma, Laos and Thailand come to-

Muong Hi village then continues down to the Yao
tmbes headguarters at ’\Tam Keun on the Mekong
River.

In {he Nam Keun area thcre are also heroin
refineries which handle not only Burmese opmm,
but opium grown by the Lahy and Ekaw tribes in

CzIA-RDP80 01601R0009Q0090Q01n6

The opium flows out of the hills to the walled

F

"'STATOTHR



TN

LORAIN, OHIO

JOURNAL ;

SEP 9 187
E &S - 35,960

.

THE U.S. government has insisted for
years that its unofficial CTA-run airline, Air
America, has not beent running opium in the
mountain-hound Asian land of Laos,

But now, from the files of the CIA apd..

other . U.S. intellignee agencies, weliuve ov-
idence thal U.S. ground and air equipment

- —if not U.S. personncl—has formed the

‘backbone of the Laos opium trade.

“SELIECTED ROYAL Lao Army and
" Royal Lao Air Force units, utilizing air and
. ground equipment furnished by the Uu.s.,
provide the means for protecting, transpert-
ing and processing of narcotics,” reports
*one Intelligence summary on Laos.
.- A broad spectrum of Lao society is in-
- volvad in the narcotics business, including
¥ Generals, Princes, high-level bureauerafs

Bl et e e Lare F [ ST
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dnd Province Governors,” says the report.

Another document, complete with a seerel
CIA map, reports unequivocally: ‘Most of
the refineries in Laos operate under the pro-
tection of the Royal Laolian  Armed
IPorces.. . Some roports suggest that a sen-
for Royal Laotian Armed Forces officer
may hold an ewnership interest in a few of
these facilities.” . ) :

To .end narcotics running by the highesié
echelons of Laotian socicty, the documcn?§
propose drastic action. j ;

“An important target group will be'the
air force gencrals and other Royal Las Air:
Force personnel who command and gperafe’
the transport aircraft involved in shipping -
narcotics.” ?-/ ‘

Y ,;
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By Jack Anderson

_The U.S. government has in-
sisted for ycars that its unof-
ficial 'CIA-run airline, Aijr
America, has not been run-
ning opium in the mountain-
us Asian land of Laos.
But now, from the files of

ithe CTA and other U.S. intelli-

gence agencles, we have evi-
dence that U.S. ground and air
equipment ~— il not U.S. per-
sonnel — has formed the bacls-
bone of the Laos opium trade.

“Salected Roval Lao Army
and . Royal Lao Air Torce
units, utilizing air and ground
by the
United Sfates, provide .he
means for protecting, irans-
portirig and processing of nar-
cotics,” reports one intelli-

lgence summary on Laos.

“A broad spectrum of Lao
society is dinvolved in (he naw-
coties business, including Gen-
crals, Princes, high-level bu-
reaucrais ‘and Province Gover-
nors,” says the report.

Another' document com-
plete <with a secret CIA map,
reports unequivocally: "“Most
of the refinieries in Laos oper-

‘ale under the protection of

‘the

Royal lL.aotian Armed
Yorces . . . Some reports sug-
gest that a senior Royal Lao-

ian Armed Forces officer may

hold sn ownership interest in
a few of these facilitics.”

To end narcotics running by
the highset echelons of Lao-
tian socicty, the documents
propose drastic action.

“An important {arget group
will be the Air FForce generals
and oiber Royal Lao Air Force
personnel who command and
operate ihe transport aircraft
involved in shipping narcotics.

“Officials high and low
who are found to be involved
in a substantial way will have
to be removed from positions

It recommends curtailment of
some aid to Laos.

“fhis is almed specifically!
at climinaling the use of all
U.S.-owned aireraft operated
by the XRoyal Laotian  Air
Force or U.S.-leased rireraft,
including U.S. support items,
in the transport of narcotics.”

In recent. months, America’s

tian anti-heroin law is having
some cffect. But, in fact, only
lowly opium hustlers are ar-
rested; the gencrals and
princes go untouched. :

Jonah und the Whale

The Federal Reserve Board
is  supposed to supervise
banks, not do their dirty work.
But recenily the Fed aided the
ihbanks in an attempt to take
over an entire industiy.

The victim of this power
play was supposed to be tl_}e

of influence,” urges the memao.

spokesnmien claim a new Lao- ’bdme their

armored car and courier in-
dustry, a collection of small
companies all over the coun-
try.

The bhanks would like to
swallow up the industry, and
the Fed has been deliberating
whether to grant permission.

Unwilling to play Jonah to
the bhanks’ whale, the armored
car and courier companies are
fighting back. As part of their
counterattack, one courier
firm hired Dun & Bradstreet
to survey how good a job the
courier companies do.

They decided to survey the
IPed’s own outlying banks, fig-
lmlng that if the Fed's own
ibranches liked the courier
service, this would be convine-
ing argument that the indus-
try deserved to survive.

Dun & Bradstrect gathered
120 interviews with Fed banks
hosses in Wash-
ington got wind of the survey,

Off-went a peremptory tele-
gram. *“It appears inappro-
priate for officials of Federal
Reserve banks and branches
to express any opinions about
courier services,” wired Board
Secretary Tynan Smith, noting
that a Fed decision on the
takeover was pending.

To make ab$olutely sure the
courier survey was stymied,
Smith added: “Please keep us
informed if you are contacted
for such information.” This so

STATOTHR
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intimidated the regional ¥Fed
officials that two of them, who
had alrveady given interviews,
{ried to withdraw them. Otber
officials insisted their replies
be totally anonymous.
Although the survey was
aborted, the courier services
did get some use out of it,
Dased on the incomplete re-
turns, it showed the Fed banks
were generally satisficd with
thie private courier services.

No Spanishh Allowed

A {op anti-poverty official
has scolded subordinates for
speaking Spanish at &
meeting that included Span-
ish-speaking officials, )

“I was appalled,” wrote op-
erations chicf James Griffith,
‘“to.hecar a meeling of in-house
(anti-pvoerly) people closed
with a stafement in Spanish
and answered in Spanish, This
was -absolutely uncalled for
and taken as a direct insult by
the persons in attendance.”

Griffith’'s recbuke was di-
rected at migrant staff olficial
Pete Merilez, Asked {for an ex-
planation, Griffith told us:
“We poor gringos who don't
speak Spanish sometimes get
embarrassed when we hear
others speak it. We get the
fecling theyre speakm be- -
hind our backs.”

€ 1972, United Feature Syndieate
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Of Heroin'in
Southeast
. Asia

By Alfred W, McCoy.
With Cathleen B. Read
“and Leonard P. Adams 11,
; Hlustrated. 464 pp.
New York: Harper & Row. $10.95.

y.

Ry JAMES M. MARKHAM

" It looks as though Papaver somni-
" ferum, the rather beautiful - opium
poppy, is going to provide us with
a new genre of film, fiction, journal-
ism and, cven, scholarship. This is
understandable. Heroin addiction is
savaging our cities. “Any nation that
moves -down the road to addiction,.

that nation has something laken out’ -

of its character,” President Nixon
observed last March shortly after his-
return from China, once the most
addicted ‘of nations, Mr. Nixon has,
declared “war’™ on heroin at home—

and galvanized his emissaries abroad. .

In certain parts of the world, Amer-
ican diplomats now give almost
monomaniacal attention-to persuad-
ing frequently indifferent or corrupt
‘officials to do something about poppy
cultivation, heroin refining “and
heroin trafficking.

" Moreover, from’the perspective of
2 journalist or film-maker, the sub-
ject is a natural, replete with ignor-
ant hill tribesmen hacking away at
their poppy ficlds in remote corners
of Asid, ragtag paramilitary smug-
glers leading vast mule caravans
across cloud -shrouded mountains,
ghadowy,cmnese middlemen bribing

James M. Markham, who was a
correspondent for The Associated
Press in South Asia and Africa, now.
reports frequently on drug problems
for The Times. ’

o

P 1972, :‘I‘lle New Yorlz: Times Co. Al
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bigh - ranking officials” to look the
other way, cosmopolitan Corsican
intriguers arranging for stewarcesses
_to strap .on “hody packs” of No. 4
“heroin and fly to New York, in_trepid :
undercover agents trying to foil all
of the aforementioned and—Ilast, but -
by no means least . important—_the
junkies on our streets, symptoms and
_carriers of disquicting discases.’ ‘
This book, the first viork of near-:
“ gcholarship in the new Zenre, comes |
ersy [see The
\ Last Word]. Before it was even in gal-
¢’ 1—the Ceniral Intelh-

gency dispatched an employe

Al

% gence A

< to Harper & Row in New York to warn

the company that the book could well”
be'inaccurate, libelous and “daniaging
to the interests of this country,’” ac-

cording to the recollcction of Exceu- '

tive Iiditor M. S. Wyeth, The next day

Jfred McCoy testified before a Senate
subcommittee about alleged involve-
ment of high-ranking South Vietna-
mese officials, Air America and others
.in thie opium business. Alarmed, the
GLAs General Counsel, Lawrence R.
"Houston, stepped vp the pressure, and
en July 5 asked to “sec the text prior
{o publication” in order to point out
its inaccuracies. .

~

In a display of post-Irving caution
—and over the author’s objections—
% Harper & Row agreed on July 19.to
fct the C.LA. consider the galleys for

_ a week and cubmit its criticisms, on’

the - understanding that the publish-
ers would be under no obligation to
make any changes. The mountain at
Langley, Va., labored and produced
a mouse. The 1,500-word critique
the Agency returned to IHarper &
-Row on July 28 understandably

“underwhelmed” the editers (who ap-

peared to have been concerned main-
ly about libel suits) and they decided
to- proceed with the publication of
the book. )

The C.LAJs clumsy intervention—
_particularly when linked to its on-
going efforts to prevent a former
agent, Victor L. Marchetti, from eve

writing a book about the Agency-i

fcr Alfred A,
disturbing. So is Harper
mission of the book for prepu

Inopl—is ceriousiy
& Row’s sub-

“tion criticism; it scts a worrying

\/s:ltrikcbrcz‘\kers

blica-

POIGYIhe

precedent even if the company main-
tains, as it does, that this-was a spe-
“cial case. But the C.LA. assaulted the
McCoy book like a bull lunging at a
matedor’s outstrctched cape.  For
what the 27-year-old Yale graduate
student has given u$ is not—=as ad-
vertised—an €xpose -of “CJ.A. in-
volvernent in the drug traffic” but
rather a fascinating, often mcticulous
“unraveling of the byzantine compicx"x—
ies of the Southeast Asian tpium
and heroin trade. To be surc, NMceCoy
“weaves a New Left anti-C LA, Ieit-
motif throughout his pages and at
imes Japses into the errof (usually
made - by angry non-Anic. cans)  of
crediting American cspionage -with
history-bending powers. Thus, in the
carly (and weakest) chapters of the
book we are led to helicve that if
he 0.5.S. had not backed the Liafia
in Sicily at the end of World War 11
and if the C.LA. had not gpensored
orsican roohsters as anti-Communist
on the Marsciiles
waterfront, these 1wo wnderworld
groups would have subsided into
well-descrved oblivion and never
cotien into heroin trafficking. L0
As a former C.LA. agent ‘told Sey-
mour Ifersh (who unearthed the
pre-publication fiasco), McCoy’'s as-.
sertions are “10 per cent tendentious
and 50 per cent of the most valuable
contribution I can think of.” “He’s
a very tiberal kid,” the ex-agent con-
tinued, “and he'd like to nail the
-establishment. But some leading in-
teiligence officers inside the Govern-
ment’s prograim think that his research
ig great.” Well they might. For mMcCoy
_has done his homework, and, unlike
most authors of books about spooks
and mobsters, he gives us a rich set
of footnotes. It is too had they arc
not at the bottom of the pages, be-

- cause this is a book to be read in

 tandem with its footnotes, Some as-
sertions in the text are stronger than
the footnotes they rest on; many
‘are not. .

The hook’s strengih does not lie
n its finger-wagging approach to his-
- tery, but in 'its astounding-but-truc
“tales of exotic rivalries that make up
the heroin trade.. Have you ever heard, '
for example, i ’ - o

continued
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When the E :2barrcz ssed Chuckling Stopped

By Michael 1. Malloy
‘we were just about to take off from

" one of {he many secret airstrips the Cen-
“{ral Intellipence Agency hiod cut into the
~mountains of northern Laos, when a tribal

. soldier hurried up,

spoke briefly to an

- American CIA agent, ang threw a big,
i white canvas bag aboard. I already hall
“knew the answer, but as we buckled our

seat beits I ashcd the agent what w<xs in
the bag.

He Jooked embauasscd
said.

Embarrassment

“Opium,” he

was the strongest

- emolion that American officialdom showed
" a decade ago if anyone mentioned the

»

~allies in Southeast Asia

wide-open dope traffic corducted by our
WNarcoties smug-

Cur Zlﬁii&é.@g? Opig
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Staff Writer MaIZOJ spent s'veral
years in Southecast Asia as a corre-
spondent  for United Press Inter-
national.
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amount of free publicity by asking Harper
& Row to supvress itg publication. It
trapped itself in a “put up or shut up”
corner by teiling the publishing company
it could demonstrate that author Alfred
McCoy's allegations were ‘‘totally false.”
It failed to demonstrate any such thing
wnen Harper Row broke publishing
sracdition by piving the agency an advance

&

look 4t the book and a chance to explode .
gling was more often . : STATOTHR
viewed with amused f{ol-

“erance as just another
- Asian peccadillo like cor- ‘TI‘C‘ book is so
ruption, gpold smugglin{% thoroughly researched,
- and night clubs that ad-
vertised “Twenty Fresh so carefully annotated,
‘Girls Just Arrived ¥rom and so specific in its
. g:&%ggt PS‘Y}“‘ Medical accusations that even
’ O 141 f o
White slavery and goid the Central Intelligence
smiiggling still rate little Agency has cra w]ed out
more than an embarrass- of its accustomed shell
ed chuckle at some of our . :
Southeast Asian embas- of secrecy to issue 11
sies (“‘we’re here fo fight pages Ol‘ denfa]s.’
communism, not {o play
missionary’’y, hut narce-
tics is something else. :
The epldemic of opium-based heroin that its charges. Instead of prevenling its
struck our armies there in 1970 and the publication, the president of the 155-year- : .

frightening inroads the drug has made

~among high-school students at home have

turned that amusing peccadillo into a
deadly menace to our own national well-
heing.

Free Publicity

8o The Politics of Heroin in Southeast

,-Asia couldn’t have been published at a
- worse time for the men who direct our

policies in that bloody and controversial
corner of the world, Newspapers, maga-

- zZineg, and television reporters have de-

+ cotics trade in the past, without generat- -
f‘-;‘ing more than pro forma evasions and
© denlals. But this-book, published Aug. 17,
- 1s so thoroughly researched,

scribed allied involvement with the nar-

so carefully
annotated, and so specific in its accusa-

fitjons that even the Cénfral Intelligence

gency has crawled out of its accustomed
shell of secrecy to p
of denialA

The agency should have stayed in its
S Qhnll Tt oririagvantaead the hanls ay, ooy Ay e

o vl B3 R EaRE2001103/04 CIA-RD

old ‘publishing house said the CIA’s re-
sponse merely ‘‘reaffirmed’” his com-
pany’s confidence in the book,

McCoy is a 27-yeal-old graduate stu-
tlent at Yale. His book is a monumental
piece of scholarship in a field that
sometinies resists investigalion to the
point of killing the investigalors. He has
interviewed spies, gun runners, opium
farmers,. mercenaries, policemen, and
generals along a {rail that ran tvom dusty
Kuropean libraries to mouniaintops in the
no man's tand of northern .aos. He pro- .
duceg a fascinating tale of mercenary
armiles, lost beattalicns, commando raids
on Communist China, -and wild mountain
tribesmen led by hard-drinking American
adventurers who someiiimes pay cash
bounties for enemy cars. 1t is right out of

Terry and the Pirates :iggdtoslgbqlﬂeoggoocg()ocn -6

McCoy’s chief " conclusion ContinuEd

“Aamerican dlDlO“naf: and

Foaovn onn inunlyeaa s

is that
secrel agents
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4 RCTEWS STORIES this week made much

ot

of President Nixon’s pledge to cut off
ald to any foreign govermment whose lead-
ers “profect” international drug traffick-
“ers. This was in response to Senator
George McGovern’s carlier charge that

“the administration had failed to crack -

~down on the narcotics irade in Southeast

-. Asia because it needs “'air bases in Thai-
! land, Lao mercenaries and Vieinamese .

soldiers to fight its war.”
Senator McGovern’s chargez could

. have been based on the documented book

by the young Yale -scholar Alfred W.
McCoy, “The Pelitics of Heroin in Soath-
cast Asia.” Harper & Row released it,
~uncut, after the Central Intelligence Agen-
"¢y had sought fo have Harper stop publi-
cation and to discredit McCay's investiga~
tive reporting.
‘ * X % ‘
. ¢COY presents the CIA-Harper con-
troversy in a lengthy exchange of
letters and memos prior o publication.
Documentation on those strange and, for
the CIA, very open pressure tactics ap-
pearsinthe September 21 issue of the New
York Review of Books. McCoy calls these
tactics “‘the strongest evidence of the folly
of allowing government agencies to help
decide what will be published.”
Harper, over McCoy's chjections, did
allow . the CIA {0 see page proofs of the

. ‘hook which analyzes the CIA’s role inthe

international heroin fraffic. But Harper

-

o . [NV D U PR N P
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rejected the agency’s suggested ediling of
the book. After a careful review of the
manuscript and study of the CIA's objec-
{ions to if, *‘it is our sincere opinion,” a

Harper’s executive veplied, “that Mr.- -

McCoy's scholarship ' remains unshaken
and we do not see any reasonfor making
any changes.”

“The Politics of Heroin’ ‘takes a long
look at the Golden Triangle, where Laos,

Thailand and Burma meet; it produces 60

per cent of the world's supply of hevoin,

including the Double UD Brand that has -

ineveasingly furned up in the New York

and Miami areas. The Double UQO lab was -

formerly owned by General Ousane Ratti-

kone, commander -in-chief of the Royal

Laotian Army in CIA-controlled territory.
* * %

EROIN -and opium, McCoy states, .
have been fransporied in American
planes (the ClA-chartered Air America).
U.S. personnel may not be directly in- :
volved in the trade, but they tend o look
away because drug trafficking is a tradi-
tion in that part of the world. Yel looking
the other way, McCoy’s book empliasizes,
has increased drug addiction among |
Americans, both GIs and those at home.
McCoy’s reply to CIA presswre: “If
America’s publishers are unot caréful {o
defend - their own constitutional prevoga-
tives, then the CIA, for one, seems only :
toe willing to help them wither away.” '
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and ydwed in the violent turbulcncc as
st twin engines strained to maintain 160
= knots, [ts American pilot gripped the

to gvmd thz towering Himalayan -

Th“y’(v {aken off from a sceret base over
‘three hours ago and were threading -

hgenta and Pupplxes to a band of Tibetan -

the Communists.

rop zone that a mysterious American

. . put us right on.”
The pllot s
“get-ready” light to alert the Tibetan -

AR ".' " =on the buzzer

5 ust as'the last chu*e opened, the old

“plane was suddenly rocked by deadly

; Communist 37mm antiaircraft fire and

5 ‘the pilot cursed to himself, “Goddam—

Appmmmmwmmmwosm
et bastatds were wamna for us.”

controlq with every ounce of strength he -
cQuM muster, and his eyes uc,hed from ggdkerg through with sweat,: -and the pilot
' the strain of searching the darkness~ °

their way east of the Tibetan cepital of .. -
{.hasa, long occupied by the forces -~ =
‘of Red Chmd Thelr mission: drop =

“vrgucrrma -who were still ’whtmg_.,

Cclvilian™ at their buse had earlier -
d’*scnberx “Hold your course,” he "
nother ’?-"WO minutes should bskes along Tu Do Street in Saigon or joking with tha
uchﬁd up, flicking on the "~

agents who'd be ;umpmg, and the
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But he rnﬂmcﬂc* o drop down and
contour fly the valle sy floors, below the
“Red radar, and just after dawn they
!anded back at their base. They climbed
~from the plane, their gray uniforms

muttered for the thous ndth time, “There's gotia
‘ © U0y be an easier way to make a buck.”

* roitntains on each side. T!}ﬂ C—46 was énc;ent bui its skin had been polished

“to shine like a mirror. Back toward the tail were
small bIU° letters that spelled out “Air America.” The
. .- 3 . only other identifying marks were the fresh
37mm ho!cs in the left w.ng panels

Thnounhout A%la pf‘opin have come to reccqmz@
- these strange aircrait and their even stranger

LR Amerzcan pilots. Especially the pilots. .You icarn fo
he ccpilot sweating over the air chart .= -
in his lap, tried to guide them to'the

spot them wherever you are. They're the guys
"-‘.‘m 1he gray. Air Force-type uniforms, crushed caps,

- cowboy boots, with pzsto!s hanging at their-
R °!dea They can be found raising hell in the Suzy
<7 Wong section of Hong Kong or racing motor

girls at the Vieng Rattay Club in Vnent;ar

They re the pilots of ihe cloak and dagger Air
Amenca one of the worid's least known ?zrlmc,.,
st Many are “old China hands™ who first
baoan ﬂymg for the “oullit” back when mainland
_China belonged to Chiang Kai-shek. Thay're

Lhm !ast of thot breed known as soldiers of foriune,
: ,..arzd thcse devs!-may-cam marcenanies. w i,

| o continued
CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6
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Despxte fts full commitment to the
ﬁght against the narcotics trade, the
CIA runs inio continual accusations of
engaging in the traffic iiself,

: The saecusations center around Afr

- America, an afrline operaling in Viet-

nam and Laos and fnto the “Golden
Triange" where 70 per cent of the
world's 1llicit opium Is produced.

: Tt is an open sect et that Alr America

“was covertly established by the US,

government {o provide safe and ade-
quate air services in-a part of the v orld
where commer clal Lamexs provided nei-

. ‘ther.- :

. The capital to siart it was funneled
through the CIA, which’still serves as a
fundmg mechanism for operating costs,
but it is a semi-autonomous organization
whose employes are. all civilians -under
contract lo the alrline and not to the
CIA or the U.S. government.

AIR AMERICA. RUNS scheduled
flights {hroughout ~Victnam and Laos,

-and it is used by all manner of passen-
. gers With ‘official iravel orders.

“In Laos, it is also used on & charter
basis to sipport the irregular war effort

against the North Vietnamese, trans-:

porting supplics, cquipment and food as
well as advisers and the Meo tribesmen
and their families from hilltop alrsmp
to hilltop airstrip.

“Throughout the “Golden Triangle” —

which is beyond all formal adminis-

tration, no matter what the lines on the

map say - no currency has much value,

and raw opium serves as the basis of
what passes for an economy. .

- The CIA does not and never has paid
its assets in it and does not and never
has dealt in it. The tiribcsmen with
whom the CIA works, however, ‘do deal
in it, and raw opium in small amounts
has undoubtedly moved on Air America
flights in the bundles ‘of . Meo personal
possessmns .

Al’R AMERICA WILL stop 1}119 when it
can, but it ien't easy. No U.S. airline,
for example, has yet discovered how to
prevent even shotguns from being

'smuggled aboard their flights. The prob-

lem is in any event inconsequential,

‘ik__,s_ince the .amounts are small and des-

"when they travel,

[

. —
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tmed for use only as cun‘ency in Meo
village barter,

. Far more serlous Is the problem of
ranking Laotian diplomats and military
netables who smuggle large quantities of
opium and heroin out of Laos and into
the world market,

The diplomais are Immune to search
and an Air America
employe — a resident alien in lLaos —
would be on a sticky wicket '{f he iried
to search the luggage of a senior Lao-
tian official in Laos itself,

The responsibility, moreover, is not
that of the airline but of the customs
service in the couniry of arrival. Here
- again, diplomatic luggage is fmmune to
search, as are certain official aircraft
used by the military, and a country that
insists on an 1110"(11 seavch " had better
find what it is loo},mrT for,

THE JULY IARPER'S magazino fea-

fures an exlracty-from ‘the forthcoming.

book ““The Tolitics of Ieroin in South-
east Asia,” by Yale Th.D. student Al
fred McCoy. The exiract starls with a
detailed descripﬁon of the arrival at
Orly Airport in Paris on 25 April 1971 of
Prince Sopsaisana, the new Laotian am-
hassador to Irance.’ :

Despite'the presence of a Iavge 1*c_cep-
tion party, the prince insisted on waiting
for his numerocus official suitcases like
an ordinary tourist, and when they ar-
rived he at once noticed one was miss-
ing. He angrily demanded that it be pro-
duced, but was forced to depart with {he
promise that it would be delivered to the
Laotian embassy as soon as it was
found :

The sujtcase contained 132 pounds of

‘pure heroin. France refused to accept

Sopsaisana's’ credentlals and he had to
return to Laos :

The gist of McCoy s article is that the
drug trade in the “Golden Triangle”
floutishes with CIA ﬁuppmt his argu-
ment runs: L

©. Al the leading figures in Laos 'are
»deeply_ invelved in the drug irade.

® The CIA works closely with many
of these figures,

@ Ergo, the CIA is supportmg the'
drug trade -

e wee e

POST -
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While the first two statements are cor-
rect, the conclusion is not valid and s
not borne out by any evidence,

McCoy might,  for

example, have

asked who tipped the French' govern. -

ment off to this particular shipment.
Customs officials do- not ‘take it upon
themselves {o search an ambassador's

luggage, Authority for that can only

come from the highest Iewls, and takes

days to arrange.

The Orly 0f£1c1als, morcover; knew
precisaly which suvitease to sequester,
They removed the right piece of luggagze
and let the rest go in a matler of min-

.utes, obviously belore there bad been
" any chance to-search all of them.

short they had heard from Viectiane ex-
acily what to look for, and this fip did

not come from the Laotian government.

The U.S. government, through the
State Department and the Cl4, is doing
all it caw to scotch the trade. The gov-
ernment of South Vietnayn has had im-
pressed on it that collusion between ifs
cusloms officials and arriving smugglers
is & serious.malter, and it has arrested
both its own citizens and halted " and
searched ranking foreigners.

In short, neither the CIA nor
any other U.S. agency has ever deliber-

ately engaged in, fostered or cast a de- |

liberately blind eye on narcotics smuggl-
ing, although it has worked in other
ficlds with officials who have been pri-
vately active in that one.

- Raw opium has undoubtedly been
hfmspoxted on Air America flights in
the past, but only as a private venture of
a foreign passenger, and never with the
connivance of an Air America employe,
And the CIA has done what it can to
prevent the use of Air Ameuca for such
purposes,

‘The stories will no doubt tontinue, as
‘long as thele is a need for air services

in Indochina, and as loug as opium holds
the peculiar place it does in the ccono-
my of that part of the world.
stories must be scen in perspective, and
in no way will they support the con-
tention that the U.S. government,

- through the activities of the CIA, has de-
international

Hberately furthered the
narcotics trade. : .
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Documents and Interviews 'rgached

! Indicate Wide Abuse of
:; Political Prisoncrs

¢ T
, By SYDNEY H. SCHANBERG
« Special to The New York Times
! SAIGON, South Vietnam,
Aug. 12—Documents smuggled
out of South Viecthamese pris
ons and extensive interviews

" with former prisonets paint a
© picture of widespread torture

of people jailed by the Saigon
Government since the North
Vietnamese: .offensive started
four &nd a halt menths ago.
- . Here is a sampling of the
prisoners’ accounts:
. -§“Nguyen Thi Yen was beat-
-en unconscious with a wood-
en rod. Later, when she re-
vived, she was forced to stand
naked hefore about 10 tortur-
ers, who. burned her breasts
with lighted cigarettes.”
§“Iriph Dinh Ban was beat.

- Additional

NEX YORK RIUES
18 AUG 1972

tional policé and military au-'ter taps in the washroom,”put
{horities in the_ “pre-emptive she failed, They had tortured

sweeps” made in the search
for Communist sympathizers:
and agents since the North Viet-:

namese Army. began its. offen-!
sive. o

Some - of the ' documents
“this™  correspondent

rough friends of prisoners or
critics of the Government to
.whom the papers had heen
passed. Some of the interviews
‘were “also arranged this- way.
information was
gathered on the basis of other
leads.

There is no way to verify
the accounts of tforture first
hand, for the Saigon Govern.

ment refuses to allow journals

ists to visit its prisons, which

it calls “re-education ccntcrs."i

A formal written request -was
.denicd.

All of those interviewed said'
their names could not be used
because they feared pofice re-
prisals. :

Reports Are Similar

As with the smuggled docu-
ments, it is impossible to cor-
robarate the accounls given
by former prisoners in inter-

not establish after the fact that
the welts and scars visible on
their hodies were inflicted by
the police, the widespread re-
poris bear out the prisoners’
version.

en so badly in the face thati
the swelling shut and infected
his éyes. The police drove nce-
dles through his fingertips and
batiered him on the chest and
soles of his fect until hé was
unable to move.”

* &"Vo Thi -Bach Tuyet was
heaten and hung by her fect un-
der a blazing light. Later, they
put her in a tiny room haif
flooded with water and let mice

. and insects run over her body.”

Stories Are Typical
" These particular accounts are
saild to describe the torture
of three student leaders still
being held in South Vietnam-
€se jails on suspicion of being
Communist sympathizers. The
accounts in these documents

and many othcrs obtained by -

this correspondent were pur-
portedly. written by prisoners
—and in sorhe cases by sym-
pathetic guards ~— and then

smugeled out.

Thé three accounts are typ-
fcal of the stories told in the

* othier documents and in the in-

terviews about the treatment
of the thousands of students,|
workers, peasants, women and

¢hildren alﬁ;qsw*pﬁd%da

"~ Government officials and pro-
Government legislators defend
the recent repressive measures
by arguing that the survival of
South Vieinam is at stake.
Critics reply that only the Goy-
ernment of President Nguyen
Van Thicu, not South Vietnam,
is at stake, .
“Necessity Tequires us to
accept a flexitle view of the
law,” said oune official. “You
wouldn’t wait unti] the Viet-
cong agent pointed his gun at
your back before you hand-.
cuffed him, would you?. Legal,
aspects ‘do not count when
there is a question of survival
involved.” .
The victims obviously feel
differently. Here, for example,
is part of an account given
by a woman who was interro-
gated intensively but not beat-
en in a2 police detention cen-
ter in Saigon and then released:
““When you were being in.-
terrogated, you could hear the
screams of people being tor-
tured. Sometimes they showed
you the torture going on, to
try to frighten you into saying
what they. wanted you to say.
#Two women in my cell were
pregnant. One was beaten bad-
ly. Another woman was beat-
en mostly on the knees, which
became infected. o i
“One high school student;
tried to kill herself by cutting

orRefetse 26071463104

" views. But although one can-j

her by puotting some kind of
thick 31('ui1)ber band- around her
ead to squeeze it. 1t made

r oves swell out and gave
her vnbearable headaches.

“Dpe girl was so badly tor
tured that the police leit her
in a corridor outside the in
terrogation room for. a day—
so that other prisoncrs would
not seq her condition.”

This was a typical story of
those interviewed. Some said
that water had been forced
down their mouths until they
pearly drownied. Others told of
electric prods used on sensi-
tive parts of the body, of fin-
gernails  pulled out and of

‘fingers rnashed. .

Several of the informants said_
they had discovered, while in
prison, a sardonic saying fa-
vored by the police—-“Khong,
danh cho co.”” = “If they are:
innocent, beat them until they
become guiltv.” |

The accounts of the inform-
ants indicated that the worst
torturing took place while pris-|
oners were being interrogated
in police centers -— before they
were transferred to prisons
such as Con Son and Chi Hoa.
Con Son is South Vietnam's
biggest civilian penitentiary,
situated- on Con Son, an island
140 miles-southeast of Saigon.
Chi Hoa, the country’s second
largest prison, is in Saigon. .

The informants said that
most of the torture and inter-
rogation' took place between
10 PM. and 3 AM. They said
some of the prisoners, under
torture or fearing torture,
agreed to become police agents
to win their release.

Names Are Given

Some of the documents pur--
portedly smuggled out of the
prisons gave the namnes of five
persons who had been tortured
to death recéntly in jail, and
:said this was only a part list.
“The documents listed Buu Chi
and Npuyen Duy Hien, students’
from the Hue area who were|
said to have dicd in Con Son.
Also listed were Ta Xuan
Thanh, Dinh Van Ut and Bui
Duong of Saigon, who. were
said to have died in Chi- Hoa.,

" 1t is impossible to tell, with-;
jout Government cooperation,;
how many- thousands have been:
arrested since the North Viet-
namese offensive begdan. Most.
foreign diplomats think the fig-
ure - is well over 10,000. One,
American source said that
slightly aver 15,0060 people had
been jailed and about 5,000 re-:
lcased later. But whatever the
cxact figures, it is clear that
thousands romain in prison and
that arrests continue. i

The bulk of the arrests have
{been in the Mekong Delta south

icCHA:RDRE0-04 601

‘cording to the Vietnamese of-

north, Mahy students wweré
seized in Hue, some of- them
reportedly while working in
refugee centers. .

Little Distinction Indicated

It is also impossible to tel}
how many of those arrested
really have Communist con-
nections and how many are sim-
ply opposed to the Govern.
ment of President Thicy,  be-
cause the police seem to make
little distinction, There is aj,
third category of prisoners as
well «— people who were ap-
parently seized at random and
who committed no crime, They
iust happened to have been in
the wrong place. :
-. Critics of the Government
say that cach district adminis- -

[tration has heen given a quota

of arrests and that local offi-
cials have been trying to meet
the quotas quickly with little
regard for legal niceties.

According to one document,
purportedly written-by a sym-
ﬁathctic jailer, an old woman
as been imprisoned in Con:
Son because one of her sons:
is regarded as a Communist:
svmpathizer and is in hiding,
Her four other sons are in the
South Viethamese Army. Shej
wants to write them about what
had happened to her, the jailer
said, but she has forgotten their,
military addresses and the pris-,
on guthorities will not -help her
communicate with then.

Family Links One Cause

This woman seems to be typ-
ical of many of those arrested
recently. They wers picked up
bécause they have rclatives
who are active Vietcong or
suspected of having some link
with the Communists, But ac-

ficials themselves, most fami-
lies in South Vietnam have a
relative or relatives “with the
other side” and the Govern-
ment would have to arrest mil
lions if it were to apply this
criterion across the board,
Nguyen Van Thong, a pro-
Government member of the
lower house and chairman of
the committee that deals with
police and prison legisiation,
said in a recent interview that
the Government should have
carried out these arrests a lot
earlier. Though Mr. Thong ack-

i nowledged that some innocent

people had undouvbtedly been
arrested, he said, “These peo-.
ple will sooner or later get
out of jail.”

Legal form, rarely observed
with fidelity at any time in
South Vietnam’s recent history,
has clearly been abandoned
since the enemy offensive be-
gan. On the one hand, Presi-
dent Thicu continues to de-
clare that the back of the
North Vietnamese drive has
been broken, yet on the other
he has been using his recently
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"By Tim O'Bricen

. Washingien Post 8tef!l Writer

The Central Intelligence
Agency_ lias sent Harper and
Row, Inc, a detailed critique
of a book the {irm is about to
release, sayving the work will
do a “disservice” to the fight
against narcoties ftralfic in
Southeast Asia.

The New York puhlishing
house, however, has decided to
go ahead with publication of
“The  Polities of Ileroin in
Southeast Asia” by Alfred W.
MeCaoy, The firm informed the
CIA that. “it is our sincere
opinion that Alr, AMeCoy's

‘| scholarship remains Unshaken).

and we do nol sec any reason
for making changes in the
text.”

The hook js highly critieal
of ihe CIA’s cfforts to sup-
pross opim production and
smuggling i Southeast Asia.

On July 5, ClA General
Counsel Lawrcnee R. Houston
wrole {o Harper and Row, ask-
ing "o ‘sec the text” of the
book. “In the light of the per-
nicious. nature of the drug

J{raffic, allegations concerning

involvement of the U.S. gov-
ernment therein or the partici-
pation of Americau citizens
should he made only if bascd
on hard. evidence,” Houston
wrote. “I{ is our belief that no
reputablé  publishing  house
would wish to publish such al-
legations without heing as-
sured that the suppori evi-
dence. was valid.”

“4This, of course, in no way
affects the right of a publisher
to decide whatl to publish. 1
find it difficult to believe,
however, that a respansible
publishier would wish to be as-
sociated with an attack on our
government involving ihe vi-
cious international drug
{raffic without at least trying
to ‘ascertain the facts,” he
wrote.

Author - McCoy, when told
that Ilarper and Row planned
to release galley proofs to the

'CIA, protested. Jfe argued in a

letter to B. Brook Thomas, the
firn’s vice president and gen-
eral counsel, that “submitting
the¢ manuseript to the CIA for
prior reyiew is to

take (hAPPRIOVR

abandoning the First Am‘end-

‘statements might be harmiul

For.Relense 3001/03/041:Gl
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ment proteclion against prior
censorship.”

McCoy cited “extralegal ac-
tions” taken by the CJA to ob-
struet the hook’s publications.
e soid, “Visits by the CIA to
Tarper and Row, the. tele-
phone calis, and the lelters
are extraleral attempis by the
CIA fto harass and intimidate
me and my publisher.”

Thomas replied in a July 18

Ietier, however: “We want:
very much {o publish (ibe
book). But we want even more
fo live up to the traditions and
responsibilities of a great pub-
lishing house as we see thom.
11 we are forced to make a
choice between the {wo, there
can be no doubt what that
choice must be.”

AMcCoy, under “strong pro-
test,” agreed to give the ClA
an advance copy of his hook.
e did so, he said yesterday,
“for pragmatic reasons,”
partly because of the firm’s
decision not to publish ihe
worr if it were not first res
viewed by the CIA.

Acknowledging  receipt of
the manuscript, CIA counsel
Houston wrote Harper and:

i
|
+
i

Row on July 21: “lt is not our!

intention to ask you to make
changes in Mr. MceCoy’s book
even if we belicve some of the

to the goverament. 1t is possi-
ble that we might find some
statement  which is currently
and properly classified in {he
interest of national security. If
80, we will consult with you,i
but we believe this is highlyi
unllike]y. QOur primary interest
is 'in the validity of the evi-
dence with which Mr. MceCoy
supportis his allegations.”

A CIA agent hand-delivered
the agency’s formal critique of
gée book in a letier dated July

“Mr. MeCoy supports his
theme by citing a large num-
ber of allegations, assertions
and interpretations,” the 11-
page criticism said. “From ani
examinalion . of these, it is
plain that Mr. McCaoy has lim-
ited his citations to tlose sup-

pears lo have ignored availa-

ble .informgtion whieh might;
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coniradict it.”

“Mr. McCoy’s charges
against 1the CIA, both divectly
and by innuendo, bave heen
repeated by editorial writers
throughout {(he nation and
could create an accepted myth
that the CIA ‘has been in-
volved in the drug traffic. The
truth is that CIA has never
been involved in {he drug

in fighting against it. We be-
lieve that the cffect of M
McCoy’s hook is to do a dis
service to this fight and to dis-
hearten the many sincere peo-
ple-in CIA who are al least as
concerned aboul this menace
as Mr. McCoy.”

i In his book, McCoy argues
i that “American diplomils and
ysecrel  agents have been in-
‘valved in the narcotics traffic

al. three levels”--coincidental
complicily- by allying with:

©groups cngaged in drug trafl-|

ficking; abelting  trufficking’
by eovering up for Southeast!
Asian traffickers; and active:
engagement “in the transport,
of opium and heroin.” : j

The CIA eritique covered;
scveral, although not all, of

L.
MeceCoy said yesterday that)
“{here are ovor 200 pages of!
miaterial on American opera-
tions in the Golden Triancle)
arca. Out of #1l that, this is ally
{hey (the 1A could come upy
with. Theyve only criticizing,
ahovt 2 per cont of my totol!
information.” : -
“I'he most remarkable thing:
about the CIA’s crifique is'
‘that the agency acluslly ed-l
mitted that one ol its ownt
mercenary army commanders,
Taotian Gen. Chao L, wes
running a heroin lab in north-
western Thailand.,  Allhough
the CIA said iU destroyed his
laboratory in mid-1971, it had
heen opirating since. 1263 a1vsd
the agency’s full knowlcdg
he gaid. :
Elisabetly Jakab, the cditor”
handling the manuseript, said
vesterday  that “the ingusiry.
has heen very caulious on
{hings like this ever since the
Chifford Irving story broke”
A source at Harper and Row

 said the CIA wrote the pub-

“lishing firm thet it could
“prove  beyond  doubt™ thet
MeCoy's  {acls were wronlh

“I'hey just didn't do it)” the

the illustrations uscd by. source SH}(L- ) -
McCoy  to  substantiate his On Friday, the firm wrete’,
three charpes. For example {he CIA, responding to cach of
. ’ ' - il il it Ty
McCoy said that Air America (Abe agency’s criticisms. lyc
Cl1A ] “best scevice we can renccr

—*which js  really a
charter airline”-has heen ac-
tively involved in the {rans-
port of opium products out of
Laos. His sources, he said, in-
clude former-l.aotian chief of
staff "Ouane Ratiikone (him-
self a suspected drug smug-
~gler), Laotian air force com-
mander Gen. Thao Ma, a
USAID officer in Laos, and|
.McCoy’s own interviews with:
officials in Laotian villages. :
The CiA critique zaid: “We'
belicve the statement
Paul Velte, Managing Director
of Air Amecrica, made on 2
June 1972 in response to these
_allegations, labeling them as
‘atterly and absolutcly false,
clearly expresses the company

~and CIA views on this mat]
“ter.” i
categori-:

cally denied that Air America {

“General  Ouane

was in any way involved in

Mr.i

the author, the CIA and the .
general public is to publish’
{he hook as cxpeditionsly as
possible, and that is what we
intend lo do.” The book is

scheduled for relcase on Au.;:.
17.
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VIENTIANT, Laos
American involvement in
South  Victnam -may be
vinding down, hut in Laos
il continucs fo grow,

The - gignificance is nol
yvet in- incercased numbers,
. but in
roles. The newest one is
remolding of the Royal
Lao Army in the U.S, for-
mal. An Jndochina peace
“seltlement would end all
such ambitions undertaks
ings, but with the Ameri-
“ecan-backed Laotien
government in poor shape
militarily, the shoring-up
process is proceeding as if
the war J,'emains.uncnd-

ing.

© Asnoted, the numbers of
thcu.zl.Amoucam report-
“ed in -laos is up only
slightly - from -1,041 in
1970 to 1,100 Jast year
Now it {otals 1250, But
that does nol count daily
commiutérs from “Udorn,
Thailand, ~a - 30-minute
flight " away. There the
Central Intelligence Asen-

cy, the U.S, Army and Alr .

. Force, and the chartered

U.S. airlines” Alr "America -
and Continental have:

their Laos-operation head-
quarters, “their logistical

.base, and many of thcu' -

aireraft,

I‘rcnch upnlanted

Americans -have sup-.

planted - the. Trench  as
trainers of the Royal Lao
Army: - With the
"lake -charge™ desire,
Amerjcan military officers
are settling into their role
as revampers of the mot-

Jey Lao units into Ameri-.

. can-style . -division. .

The -American ‘organiz-
ers of these 1adl< al
changes:= insist -the Lao-
tians \\'111 conduct all their
0“’"Aép
"two or

threc Americans

more. far-ranging -

- ¥mbaszy,

usual..

to oversde- the process at
cach of four training
camps, Bul i this endeav-
or follows the American
experience in revamping
the South - Vietnam - and
Camboc]iun armies,
LS, presence in the mm[n
will becomie plentiful,

The enlargement of {he'
American role expands in
other directions. The U.§
having recentiy
addcd a sccond Jarge
huilaing, is now construct-
ing a third, Such diplo-
mats as navcolics agents
are houzed inside,

The AID wmission, he-

sldes its own legitimate cl-
“vilian air program, con-

tinues to harbor CIA ficld
agents, despite a Washing-

fon annowicement a \c:u‘_'

ago that this practice
would  end.

The AID mission's role
here -as "pavmaster" {or
other agencics including

the .CIA.is considered (‘o-.

fensible. As one AlD.offi-
cial explained: "When
you've got irregular sol-
diers on the embaltled
hill, that's CIA,
_¥ou've got civilians on the
same hill, that's AID, But
it's better to make onc rice

& ‘op than two—and AID .

is in the.
husiness, o v
The candor, with which
officials discuss American’
-activities ‘here is’'due to0.a
"fess-all" decision by Am-
bassador G. McMurtrie
Godley carly this vear. He
decided. it was cxn]amod
"that just about all the se-.

rice-dropping

“erel activity in Lao:. has

lez~ ked out.". ... .. -

I’aﬂon-Ld\e I’hrases

Thus, Laos-is now rela-
-hvely open coverage. for
-reporters. Thailand is the

merican coverup still
exists, e

.

the o

“some  denial,

regime.

When
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With. Godléy's see-lor-
mmsclf 1)01m, one might

azsume his image w ou;d,

have improved in the
press. Dut he s still ye-
garded in niost profiles as

‘a  diplomat-turned-waryi-

or. He uses such Patton-
like expressions as "giving
them the steel™ in refer
ring o a larger import of
artiliery to lx. used against
the North. Victuaracse and
Pathet l.ao forees in Loos,
And while there s stili
many
restriciions

) pre-
vious on
American military -
tics in ]',Lnoa have
relaxed  during . Gadl

As. a fmw,m
diplamat obhserved: "The
1862 Ceneva ])i”-pm\'(:r
asreement (Lo keep Laos
noen-involved m, the In-

I\oon-

Jdochina war) is the most

\m]atcd document in re-
cent history — b\’ both,
sides™ .

aclivi-.
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retired from the force long before its
useful aerodynamic life was exhausted
was that it was incapable of accepting, in
a cost-effective manner, improved avi-
onics needed to counter an increasing

Soviet air defense threat. On the. other’

hand, a principal factor which has con-
tributed 1o the long useful operational
life of the B-52 has been the ability of
that aircraft to accommodate improved
avionics in phas¢ with threat develop-
ments.

The essentinl characteristics of a new
bomber—including ils maximum avi-
onics weight capacity—are dictated by
potential threat developments over the
extended period of time—several dec-
ades—yepresented by the development
lead time of a new bomber plus the long
expected useful life of the bomber, It
would be cxtremely unwise to design a
new bomber—uwhich will be operalional
beyond the year 2000—withoutl the ca-
pacity for fulure growth if neceded. ITow-
ever, this does not mean that the B-1
will be delivered with 10,450 pounds of
electronics. Indeed, the Air Force has no
intentions or plans to deliver the -1
withh other than the avionics package
currently being Goeveloped—and, as noted
earlier—~the weight of that package is

estimated at about 5000-G000 pounds.

SUMMARY

In summary, the estimales noted by
Representative Aspin are in error, The
cost of the B-1 program is not “under-
eslimated by at least $3.6 billion™ as
AsmN tlaimed was cstimated by
“officials of the Office of Systems Analy-
sis in the Pentagon'; the cost of Lhe air-
crafl is not projected at $60 million by
any oflicinls within IDOI); his estimate
for the weight of ithe B-1 avionics pack-
age is clearly in error; the estimate he
provides for the cost-per-avienics-pound
is in error; and his understanding of the
meaning of {lie 10,450 pound avionics ca-
pacity of the B-1 apparently is faully.
Singly and. in combination, these de-
ficiencies underscore the invalid nature
of Representative AspiN's press release
and his position concerning the B- 1
program,

TIE NEW ARMS MERCIHIANTS

Mr, CHURCH. Mr. President, during
this year’s debate on the military assist-
ance bill, ithe Senate has formulated sev-

~eral significant policy deeisions Hiniting

U.S. involvement in the transfer of con-
ventional weapons to various pgovern-
ments, I sponsored one of these, an
amendment banning American-financed
arims to the nations of South Asia.

In June, the Chrislian Science Monitor
ran a six-part serics on global arms sales
and transactions, This timely and thor-
ough study showed the pervasiveness of
the international arms traffic: it showed
that the United Slates is the world’s
largest and most active arms merchant:
it showed the folly of arming govern-
ments that have yet to selve niore press-
ing national problems for their peoples’
welfare. Right now, $200 billion is being
spent worldwide on armaments, aud in
1980, if nations continue to spend 7 to
b percent of their output on arms, the
yearly cost will be $350 billion.

The Monitor sevies concluded with a
numbey of proposals that could help stem
the flow of armaments among nations.
Thesoe included curbs on the use of sur-
plus havdware, standardization of licens-
ing reguirements for arms salcs, more
rigid safeguards on the reselling of arms

sales, more vigid safcguards on lhe re-

selling of arms to third partics, curbs on
promotionul efforts of armament makers
and povernments, and the cncourage-
ment of nations to seek oul nonweapons
commodities for yedressing trade imbal-
ances. Important, too, is a closer watch
on arms traflic, so that the public is alert-
ed to the dimengsions, waste, and fragedy
suich traffic traces in the world,

The two largest suppliers of arms—

- the United States and the Soviet Union—

need to discuss and nepotiate limiting
the flow of arms to smaller, often rival,
nations. As the Christian bcwnce Moni-
for wisely and realistically editorialized;

It would be folly indeed for the world's
powers to congratulate themselves on con-
irolling the nuclear demon, which is cansing
no actual destruction, while ignoring the
grim daily havoc caused by convenlional
AlMS ol surplus weapons.

I commend the Monitor for running
this whole series and ask unaninious con-
sent that the article entifled “The New
Arms Merchants,” written by John K,
Cooley, be printed in the Reconp,

Thore being no ohjection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the Rucory,
as follows:

THE NEW 'ARMS MERCHANTS

TRACKING DOWN $EN AND NATIONS TIIAT FUEL

WORLD'S BRUSIH-FIRE WARS
(By John K. Cooley)

In Washington o cominittee of senators
listens ghumly as a U.8. Defense Department
spokesinan explains why the American tax-
payer must provide $225 million for the Cam-
bodian armed forces in the current year,

Thousands of miles away, abeard the Neu-
Klong ferry between South Vietnam and Cam-
hodia, an eyewitness reports: “New U.8, arms
issued to South Victnam are constantly heing
peddled on the biack market,

“Many are hought and sold on the ferry-
boat. These include tents, guns, C rations,
One Cambodian licutenant bought, probably

to resell for his own profit. enough M-79 roc- .

ket grenade launchers to equip o whole pla-
toon."

On the other side of the world in Amman,
Jordan, a 7.8, embassy official iells a visitor:
“The Jordan milltary gets a slice of everye
thing that comes into this country. Where
its funds comne from is just a bookkeeping
measure.” All U.8. nid to Jordan this year
is worth about $120 million. .

In Berne, Switrerland, a private arms trader
negotiates a fat contract to sell hundreds of
surplus North Atvlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) tanks to a West African country
whose people still sufler from malnutrition,

A few miles away, an arms buyer for the
Irish Republican Ariny (IRA) discusses with
an agent for the Cuechoslovak firm of Omnli-
pol a deal to replenish the IRA’s arsenal of
rifies and submachine guns in Belfast. The
funds he pays were collected in the United
States through an office in the Bronx, New
York.

In these and countless other ways, the sale,
loan, and gifts of weapons and other imple-
ments of war have become big business—and
even bigger politics.

So blg, In fact, that the \\.orldwide trade
in arms-—in all its aspects from the smuggled
crate of revolvers crossing a Latin American
fronticr 1o the transfer of the latest sophis-
ticated Phantom or M1G jet combal plane

can or Soviet client staie—-has
become the welghtiest and most irnportant
tool of international power and diplomacy,

Some of the findings recently rcached Ly
an independent body of experts in a study
for the United Nations Secretary-Goneral
boggle the {magination: While 10 years ago
the world was spending $120 billion annually
on arms and warfare {(£150 billion at 1970
price levels), the figure reached and alimost
certainly passed $200 billion after 1970.

The prospect, says the United Nations re-
port on “Economic and Soclal Conscquences
of the Arms Race and of Militury lxpendi-
tures,” is that even if annual military ex-
penditures do not claiin more than thair
present 7 to 8 percent of world cutput, “they
could well reach the level of $360 to §330
billion [at 1970 prices] by 1980, with & {otal
outiny for the current decade of about $2,6006
billion. ., . \” This, of course, at the expense
of cducation, public health, cconomic growth,
environmental controls, and other matiers
vital to the welfare of the world,

This hallooning growth of arms cosis has
come about during a decade when {here vere
1o major wars hetween bizg powers.

PRIVATE DEALERS FEW

More, it happened even as the United
States and the Soviet Union were slarting to
make progress in miting strategiec weapons,
and as most major powers agreed to haly the
sprend of nuclear arms and to ban the ter-
rible weapons of chcmical and bhacterioloni-

cal ‘'warfare, and tho wse of the sea beds for
war,

Gone arc the days of the “honest” private
dealers like Basil Zaharof, whose influenee
upon governmenlis and policies before and
during World War ¥ were immense, -

The private arms peddlers and brokers,
once called “merchants of deaih” but with
access to presidents and kings, are probably
fewer in number and certainly less inidue-
ential now. A few, like Samuel Cummings of
Interarms, have probably amassed fortunes,

But all avallable research now shows that
not more than a tiny fraction—less than
pereent-—of ithe world's arms business is in
the hands of such individuals,

Instead, gavernments and the giant erma-
ments, acreshace, and clectronics industries
of the "military-industrial comyplex’-—de-
pending sometimes wholly on governmeut
orders—haye long eclipscd the private trad-
ers,

Hence, private dealers now concentrale on
ithe flourlshing trade in sporting weapons
and h"andguns and “sporterized” surplus
military weapons. This is & specialty of big
British gun importers and merchalts,

The private merchants also operate In sur-
plus and “scrap” weapons., These have
helped keep many confiicts, such as receng
ones in Nigeria and Central Americo, going
sirong.

AID STATISTICS CHALLENGED

In reply to recent questions asked by the
United Nations about arms and development -
aid programs, many governrnents provided
confident figures or statements indicating
that arms ald was on the back burner,

But as Dr. Gunnar Myrdal, the Swedish
scholar who heads the Stockholm Intcrnn-
tional Peace Research Institule (SIPRI) and
who has devoted much of his carcer to study-
ing the developing world, pointys ouf, “The
statistics on aid and financial assistance is
grossly jupgled and falsified, giving the ap-
pearance that [non-military] aid and assist-
ance from the developed to the underde-
veloped countries is much bigger than it
really is.”

For the last 25 years, all the wars have
been fought not in the industrialived regions
of the West or Communist East, but in the
devcloping countries of Alfrica, Asia, and
Latin America, As SIPRI says in its 010-
page study published last November and
entitled, “The Arms Trade Wilth the Third

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000900090001-6




.

A thte House report circu-
lated among congressmen
early " last month gives a
‘gloomy forecast for U.S. ef-

_forts to stem illicit narcotics:
trafficking in Southeast Asia,’

particularly Burma and South:

Vietnam.
~ The little noticed report
‘shows that a total of only 29
tons of illegal opium or its de-
rivatives were seized in South-
east Asia bely een August 1971
and June 1972, This represents
ahout four per cent of {he an-
nual illicit production in the
region, which according to the
Bureau of Narcotics and Dan-
gerous Drugs is approximately

700 tons.
The report-—a chronology of
“narcotics action” in Thailand,

Laos, Burma and South Viet-

« nam—shows th.{ 26 of 29 tons

were ‘destroyed at Chiang Mai,
[Thailand, last March.

The action bas frequently
been cited as an indication
of a crackdown in Thailand.

' /But'columnist Jack Ander-
- gon sayvs that “the CIA and

other federal agencies have
quietly informed Washington
that something besides opium
went up in that bonfire.” He
said that all but five of the 26.
tons was nothing but fodder,
plant material and chemicals.
_The Bureau of Narcotics
and Dangerous Drugs refuted
tYhose charges, claiming that

~ on-the-spot U.S. inspectors ex-

amined the material under mi-
‘eroscopes and found it to be
“genuine opium.”

Andrew C. Tartaglino, Dep-
uty Director for Operations in
the BNDD, said “our chemist

. tested it. before it was burned.
. There is no question—it was

oepium.”

-Anderson’s colleague, re-
porter Les Whitten, was pres-
ent at a BNDD press confer-
ence, challenging Tartaglino

o mahe available a weekly in-
telligence summary eompiled

by the bureau from CIA and
State Department rcpmt< The
summary, W lutten sald, con
tai pIONge

feet that ‘extraneous matte

 lice’s narcolics bureau was re-

" be,

WASHINGTON POST
Approved For Release 2001/0;’}1%J A Cdﬁ -RDP8

epm'i Pessimistic
On Screening Qut
Ezmma hing Dr wgs

By Tim O‘Brien
Washington Post 8taif Writer

was m]\ed wilh only five tons
of opium.”

Tartaglino sald the sum-
mary was based on “raw intel-
Yigence”

counted &s unrveliable.” He

sald the summary is classified :

gnd cannot be released with-
olit going through “established
procedures.”

The United States paid $1
million for the 26 tons of ma-
terial that was voluntarily
turned over by bands of Na-
{ionalist Chinese living in
northern Thailand according:
to Tartaglino. '
. The White House study,
signed by Richard Harkness,
information director for the
President’s Narcotics Contirol
Program, said there would be
difficulties in any long-term
effort to stem the flow of ille-
sral drugs in South Vie{nam.

“Smuggling 18 endemic in
the country and real controlis
unlikely,” the report said.

According to the- study,
South  Vietnam  President
Thieu was handed a memoran-
dum on May 3, 1971, “which
notes relationship between
narcotics problems and fufure
U.S. role in Vietnam. The
mema urged him to greatly
jimprove “intclligence and en-
forcement activities to iden-
tify and arrest narcolics ring-
leaders and pushers.”’

The following day, the head
of the Vietnamese national po-

*placed, and its personnel ex-
panded from 26 to 52.
But the unpublicized White

House report summarized:
“Encouraging as Vietnam’s
recognition of the problem

gnd (its) dynamic response may
real progress of-a .long-

and had heen “dis-:

term nature is questionable.”

. This conclusion stands in
comrast to the administra-
tion’s public opfimismn, reiter-
ated only a week ago by presi-
dential assistant, Egil Krogh

I.

The study was compiled for
the White House by those
State Department desks re-

For Releasd 20010104 s ChaRD
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the Jargest opium producing
counfry in Southeast Asia.

The Bureau of Narcotics

and Dangerous Drugs esti-
;matcs that Burma’'s illicit
;opium production is about 400
itons a year,
" According 1o the report,
f"llxe-- Burmese government’s
‘policy of non-alignment and
sensitivily to foreign influence
is a limiting factor in its in-
volvement with the U.S. or the
"United Nations in the narcot-
ics field.?

“There are no BNDD (Bu-

. reau of Narcotlics and Danger-

ous Drugs) or U.S. Customs
programs in Burma such as
exist in neighboring countries
with which the U.S. is allied
or has common sccurily inter-
ests and programs,” the study
said.

The White House said “very
Jittle opium is now grown in
Laos;
year.” - However, the Bureau of
Narcolics and
‘Drugs estimated last Tuesday |
that T.aos produces more than
three {imes that amount —
about 100 tons a year.

“Nearly all of (the Laotlian
opium) still bheing grown is
consimed by the growers,
the report said. “There is no
cvidence that significant
amounts of Lao-grown opium
are entering the international
traffic. lL.aos is a conduit for

rivatives,
however.”
Of the 30 or 100 tons of
opium products grown each
year in Laos, less than one ton
was conliscated between Au-
gust 1971 and June 1872, ac-
cording to the 1eport’s chron-
ology of narcotics actions.
Although
that Laos is a “counduil” for
Burmese opium and although
only one ton was confiscated

including heroin,

the report concludes that “the
flow of opium and heroin
through Laos has been seri-
ously disrupted.”

Alfred W. MeCoy, author of
a soon to be leblNhed ook

acticn chronology.
The report listed no specific

e i1 mrracte 11 TlLityn a

PagRASROGa

ore a Senate subcommittee

| mllv fast month that “all U.S.

less than 30 tfons aj;

Dangerousy!

Burmese opium and opium de-|:

the report said '

there in the 10-month period,

officials in Indochina know

that the vast majority of the

high grade heroin soid f{o (313

fishting in South Victnam is

mauufattured in Laotian lab-
ratories.”

“ln northern Laes” he said,
“Ajr America gireraft and het
icoplers chariered by the U.S.
Central  Intelligence Agoney
and USAID have heen trans.
porting opium harvesied hy
the agency’s iribal mekccnaxﬂ
ics on a regular basis.

Publication of the book by
Harper and Ilow. Inc, has
been held up by a CLA request
to review if. MceCoy, usnder

“girong  protest  agrecd U
give the CIA an advance copy.

Last Friday, a CIA agent de:
livered - “written  comments
and criticisms” {o the INew
York publisher, but the com
pany has not vet onhipunced
whether the C1A asked for re
visions or a halt to publica
ition. It is believed the firm
|\v1}1 not agree to alter the
Yynanuscripl, & source close
| McCoy said.

001-6
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A BOUT THIRTY MILES NORTHEAST of CIA head-
- quarters in Langley, Virginia, right ofl the
“AS Baltimore-Washington expressway averlooking

A the flat Maryland countryside, stands a large
three story building known informally as the “cookie fac-
tory." It's officially known. as 1*t. George G. Meade, head-
quarters of the National Security Agency.

Three fences “surround the headquarters. The inner
and outer barriers arc topped with barbed wire, the middle
one is a f{ive-strand electrificd wire. Four gatchouses span-
ning the complex at regular intervals house specially-

.trained marine guards. Those allowed access all wear irri-
. descent L D. badges — green for “top sccret crypto,
for “secret crypto.” Even the janitors are cleared for secret -
-codeword material. Once inside, you enter the world's
. Jongest “corridor”-980 feet loang by 560 feet wide, ‘And

>

red

all-along the corridor are more marine guards, protecting

US. Electronic Espion
}\L& l\/ LET ﬂ@)l

the doors of key NSA offices. At 1,400,000 square
feet, it s Jarger than CIA headquarters, 1,135,000
square feet. Only the Stale Department and the Pentagon
and the new headquarters planned for the I are more
spacious. But the DIRNSA building (Dircctor, Natiopal
Security Agency) can be further distinguished from the
headquarters buildings of these other giant burcaucracies
—it has no windows. Another paslace of paranoia? No,
For DIRNSA is the command center for the lilrgrs{, most
sensitive and far-flung intelligence gathering apparatus in
the world's history. Here, and in the nine-story Opera-
tions Building Annex, upwards of 15,000 employees work
to break the military, diplomatic and commercial. codes
of every nation in the world, andlyze the de-crypted mes-
sages, and send on the results to the rest of the U.S. in
telligence community.

IFar less widely known than the CIA whoxr DnLcior

STATOTHR
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Harper to Show CIA Pr@@f s Of

NewBoolion

‘slanbirugl

ratt E

Marchetti Book on CIA Still Under Suit .

Harper & Row has decided, after
much consideration, to honor a request
from the Central Intelligence Agency to
see page proofs of Alfred W. McCoy’s

_.controversial September 13 book, “The

Politics of Heroin in Southeast Asia,”
and to consider “‘factual™ corrections
that the CIA may offer. The publisher,

however, has made no advance com-
mitment  to accept any requested

changes. .
In his book, written with Cathleen B.
Read, Mr. McCoy, 4 26-ycar-old student

“in Yale's Ph.D. program in history, al-
“leges that French, Victnamese and U.S.

personnet have used the traffic in opium
and heroin in Southcast Asia for their

» " own cads, and that the CIA and other

U.S. agencies have cither accepted or
have responded inadequately to the sit-
uation, Mr. McCoy told Congressional
committees carly in June (including the

" foreign aperations subcommittee, headed

/

by Sen. William Proxmire, D., Wis., of
the Senate Appropriations Committee),
that he had had more than 250 interviews
about the drug traflic, including talks
with CIA and South Vietnamese offi-
cials, and that President Thicu and
Premier Khiem were involved: *he gave
details of many allegations which appear
also in the book. B. Brooks Thomas,

. Harper vice-president and general coun-

sel, tells P he and the editors have

worked closely with Mr. McCoy on the
have insisted on documen- -

manuscript,
tation of all material points, and have

had outside experts read it. As a result,

Harper & Row is convinced that the
book is well-documented, scholarly and

_deserves to be published.

J/

A chapter from the book, adapted,
appears in the July Harper's magazine.
The magazine has. reccived a letter from
the CIA’s .executive director, W. L.
Colby, denying allegations mvolvmn the
CIA. Harper's reportedly plans to pub-
lish the letter soon. Mr. Colby and an of-
ficer of Air, America (a contract airline
which does work for CIA in Southeast
Asia) also wrote to the Washington Star,
disputing allegations picked up by a Star
columnist from Mr. McCoy's findings.
In these protests, and in its approach to

‘book, but said,

Harper & Row, the CIA is said to be
departing sharply from its usual policy of
silence concerning criticism,

Harper & Row was approached carly
in June, when a representative called
upon Cass Canficld, Sr,
exccutive, now a scnior editor for the
firm, and said the agency understood the
McCoy manuscript contained scrious al-
lagations about CIA and other agen-
cies—allegations that he said might be
libelous to individuals or severely dam-
aging lo the national interest. The repre-
sentative spoke also to M. S, Wyeth, Jr.,
executive editor of the trade department.
The Harper officials said the manuscript
was not yet ready 16 be read, but that the
request would be considered.

In weighing their decision, Harper &
Row officials and cditors talked among
themselves and with respected publishing
colleagues, including experts in the field
of the [reedom to read. On June 30. Mr.
Thomas wrote to the CIA asking the
agency to state its request, with reasons

for it, in writing. The reply, dated July 5;/“l

came from Lawrence R. Houston, gen
eral counscl of the CIA. He wrote that
the CIA was in no way questioning
Harper & Row's right to publish the

demonstrate to you that a considerable
number of Mr. McCoy s claims™ about
the CIA were “totally false™ or “dis-
torted™ or “‘based on unconvincing evi-
dence.”

Harper & Row then decided to et the
CIA sce the book—subject to the au-
thor’s approval, without which, Harper
& Row president Winthrop Knowlton
told W, the CIA's request would not be
accepted. The author finally accepted the
decision, to let the CIA look at page
proofs only, and to.give a quick repiy,
with Harper & Row reserving all its op-

tions and reaflirming its right to publish. -

“As head of the house of JHarper &
Row,” Mr. Knowlton told PW, “I am
sensitive, like all my colleagues in pub-
lishing, to the problem of censorship,
and if I felt this request involved censor-
ship we would not be agreeing to it. In
view of the gravity of the allegations, we
simply think this is the most responsible

‘STATOTHR

former chief -

" the

“\e belicve we could”

way we can publish this book.™

Ironically, in view of CIA cfforts to
refute the charges by Mr. McCoy and
others, personnet of CIA, State and the
Department of Defense completed in
February a report to the Cabinet Com-
mittce on Narcotics Control which but-
tressed many of the charges, according (o
Seymour Hersh in a front puge New
York Tinies story, Julv 24, Mr. Hersh

v

reviewed the Harper-CIA dls(.ussxons in -

the Times of July 22,

The CIA's proccdurc with rLschl 1o
Mr. McCoy’s book is in sharp contrast to
government  action on an  as-yet-
unwritten book, a nonfiction work about
the CIA, which Victor L. Marchetti is
under contract to prepare for Knopf. In
that case, the Justice Department ob-
tained in April a restraining arder to
prevent Mr. Marchetti from publishing
the proposed boek, on the ground that it
would be likely to divulge currently clas-
sificd information in vielation ol a se-
crecy agreenent that Mr. Marchetti had
made ds a CIA emplovee. Mr. Marchetti
worked for the CIA for 14 yeurs und
resigned in 1969. He then wrote a novel,
“The Rope Dancer™ (Grosser). based on
his observations.

Judge Albert V. Bryan,
trict Court, Alexandria, Va..
restraining order, rufed that Ay
Marchetti's agreement with the CIA
akes the case out of the scope of the
First'Amendment.” The American Civil
Libertics  Union, representing  Mr.
Marchetti, denies this and argues that the

. U.S. Dis-
in issuing

author cannot in fact sign away his First
The Association of

Amendment rights.
American Publishers and the Authors
League have filed amicus curiae bricfs
supporting Mr. Marchetti in further
court proceedings. (See PW, April 24,
June 5, June 12))
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- Gray declared the other day that

a shortage of heroin on the street
market has developed -as a result

the drug traffic, “the most intensive
drive this nation has ever directed

" against narcotics racketeers.” This

might be encouraging news were
it not for the fact that while the

" . FBI is trying 1o crack down on the
- drug merchants another federal
-~ agency has been a1d1ng and abet-

ting them.
. A detailed report lmkmg the

: CIA to the enormously profitable
" traffic in heroin is presented in the

~ July issue of Harper’s magarzine.
- It was written by Alfred W. McCoy,

a PhD student in Southeast Asian,

: history at Yale, not as & journalistic
. . expose but as a chapter in a Harper
& Row book scheduled for Sep-

tember publication under the title
“The Politics of Herom in Southeast

- Asia.”

1t is a shocking indictment that

McCoy presents in reciting how, as

_a result of direct and indirect-Amer-

ican involvement, opium production
in Southeast Asia is increasing and

the .export of higli-grade heroin is

* flourishing. Most of the heroin uséed’

by American GIs in Vietnam has.

. come from Laotian areas where the
- CIA is active, McCoy writes, and
increasing amounts are being sent
v_"cb the United States.and Europe.

‘As. part of the U. S. effort to
bolster Southeast Asia a gainst Com-

. munist inroads, the CIA has been

working since 1959 with the Meo

" tribesmen. of hilly northern Laos.

;In forging an- effective guerrﬂla
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drug pusher

army, the CIA bmlt up the pOWer :
of tribal . commanders both mil-
itarily and economically. But by -

Laos tradition, economics is opium,
starting with poppy farmers like
the Meos and extending into the
royal Laotian government.

One of the commanders of the .
CIA secret army, McCoy reports, :

is General Vang Pao, a major en-
trepreneur in the opiurn business
since 1961. - ClA. operatives gitided
the buﬂdmg of airstrips to link his

villages via Air America planes — |
which, naturally, soon were flying °

{\}Ieo opium to market. CIA and the
. S. Agency for International De-
velopment later helped f{finance a

private airline for Vang Pao, who .
went on to open a heroin processing -

plant near CIA headquarters.
A year ago, President Nixon de-

clared war on the international he- -

roin traffic, and — under U. S. pres-
sure — opium dens in Laos were

v

shut by the hundreds. But, ac-.

cording to McCoy’s report, neither
U. S. nor Laotian officials are going

after the drug traffickers. He notes -
that, according to a United Nations. ..

‘report, 70 per cent of. the world’s

cthe Golden Triangle of Southeast

Asxa — northeast Burma, northern .© .

Thalland and northern Laos, —
“capable of supplying the U. S. with

unlimited quantltles of herom for. :
) genexatmns

McCoy’s conclusion: . “Unless
something is done to change Amer-
ica’s policies and priorities in South-
east Asia, the drug crisis will deep-

en and the heroin plague w111 con- .

tinue to spread.”

~illicit opium has been coming from .
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: A Yale University graduale
-student’s forthcoming book on

" heroin traffic in Southeast Asia’

is reportedly being reviewed by

* the Central Intelligence Agency

HCIRT _

i Alfred W. McCoy, 26, of 29
‘Lake Place, a Ph.D. student in
‘Southeast Asian studics, spent
18 'months in Asia investigating
‘narcotics operations and recent-
1y testified before the Scnate
-Appropriations  Subcommittee
‘on Foreign Aid.

! He testificd at the time that
-aireraft chartered by the CIA
‘and the Agency for Internation-
al Development “bave been

* “transporting opium harvested.

by the ageney's tribal meree-
naries ona regu]ar bass "

- portedly carried opium andf
individual CIA men have abet- 5

“""-»A‘rfrmw-—.

Cl

The CIA, with the permission
of Harper & Row, the book's
‘publishers, is reviewing the
manuscript of McCoy’s book
with the intention of demon-
strating that some of the book's
claims ‘are ‘‘totally false and
without foundation,” according
to a recent article in The New
York Times.

McCoy testified in two Con—
gressional appearances in June
that the material in the {orth-

A .‘.. L

Heroin in Southeast Asia”, was
views, some with CIA officials.
ed in the current issue of Harp-

that *‘American

Hhas gone beyond coincidental

:complicity; embassies have]
:consciously covered up involve- |

ment by client governments,
'CIA contract airlines have re-

ted the opiwn traffic.”

At the time of his Congres-
sxonal testimony, McCoy was|:
described as a ‘‘very thorough |

scholar and not the antiwar
type” by a senate staff mem-
ber

vacuated ‘‘mas casualites

lated reasons than for reasons
avmg to do with war wounds.”

e Simrs

:*\‘-.—«. e L S & \(—,‘r R

'gymmé??‘ Student’s

coming book, “The Politics of-
based on more than 2%0 inter-|
In a chapter of the book print- |

er’s Magazine, McCoy charged |.
involvement |

In the magazine article,

McCoy wrote that during the| .
ast several months of 1970,{:
ore American soldiers were|’

$rom South Vietnam for durg-|

the Golden Triangle—northeast-
ern Burma, northern Thailand
and northern Laos—produce 70
per cent of the world's supply
of raw opium and that much of
it is being funneled to addicts
on New York streets.

“After pouring billions of dol-
lars into Southeast Asia for
over 20 years, the United States
has acquired enormous power
in the region. And it has used
this power to create new na-

J@@w |

i
tions were non-existed, to hand
pick prime ministers, to topple |,
governments and to crush revo-
lutxo’m

“Unless something is done to
change America’s policies and
priorities in Southeast Asia, the
drug crisis will deepen and the
heroin plague will continue to
spread,” McCoy wrote.

- McCoy could not be reached
Sunday night for comment.
KATHRYN KOLKHORST

———n

o

 He also wrote that (armers in|;

-
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Agency Fights Reports That
1t lgnored Heroin Traffic
- Among Allies of U.S.
PENENS B e o
+ By SEYMOUR M. HERSH
) - Speclal {o The New York Times
" WASHINGTON, July 21 —
h"he Central Intelligence Agency
has begun a public battle
Against accusations that it
knew- of but failed 1o stem
the - heroin traffic of United
‘Stdtes allies in Southeast Asia.
f: - In recent weeks, high-ranking
‘officials of the C.ILA." have
gigned letters for publication
to a newspaper and magazine,
granted a rare - on-the-record

|interview at the agency’s head-

WEN YORK T

“Go back three or four years,”

cerncd - about this.

the narcotics problems in South-
east Asia,

. 'This official said that in the
eyes of the C.LA, the charges

were ‘“unfair.” He said of the
C.LA,, “they think they're tak-

ing the heat for being un.

aware and not doing anything
about something that was go-
Ing on two or three years
ago."

Based on 250 Interviews

During two Congressional ap-
pearances last month, Mr. Mc-
Coy testified that his accusa-
tions were based on more than
250 interviews, some of them
with past and present officials
of the C.I.LA. He said that top-
level South Vietnamese officials,
including ,President Nguyen
Van Thicu and Premier Iran
Van Khiem, were specifically

monitoring ‘the itlegal flow of
narcotics complained 'in an in-
terview that many of Mr. Mc-
Coy’s charges “are out of date.”

he said, “and no one was con-
3 It wasn’t!
until our own {roops started’
to gat addicted, uniil 1968 or
'69, that anyone was aware” of

{MES

ington-based official with Air
America, a charter airline that
i{lies missions for, the C.LA. in
Southeast Asia. Both categoric-
ally denied the allegations link-
ing C.LA, personnel to any
knowledge of or activity in
the drug traffic,

A similar letter of disavowal,
signed by Mr. Colby, was sent
for publication to the publisher
of Harper’'s Magazine within
the last week. Robert Schnayer-
son, the magazine's editor, said
that the letter would be pub-
lished as soon as possible,

did not agree, he added, Harper
& Row would not publish the
book.

In a subsequent interview,
- Robert L. Bernstein, precident
of Random House and president
of the Association of Amecrican
Publishers, Inc.,, said that his
concern had twice refused of-
ficial C.LA. requests for per-
mission to tevise manuscripts.
7 “In general,” Mr. Bernstein
said, “our opinion would be
that we would not publish a
book endangering the life of
anybody working for the C.LA.

The C.LA. began its approach
to Harper & Row in early
June, apparently after learning
of Mr. McCoy's appearance be-
fore the Senate subcommittee.
Cord Meyer Jr., described as
a senior agency official, me
with officials of the publishing
concern and informally asked
for a copy of the manuscript
for review prior to publication.

On July 5, a formal letter
making the request, signed by
Lawrence R. Houston, general
counsel of the C.LA, was sent
to Harper & Row. .

Mr. Houston's request was
not bascd on national security,

or an other Government agency.
Short of that, we would pub-
lish any valid criticism.”

In a series of intervicws with
The New York Times, a number
of present and former officials
of the C.LA. acknowledged that
smuggling and “looking the oth-
er way” was common through-
out Southecast Asia during the

‘nineteen-sixties. But many noted

. that the agency had since taken’

trong steps to curb such prac-
Lices, '.

| One official, who spent many

’y'cars in Southeast Asia, said,

“I don’t believe that agency
staff persounel were dcaling

<

quarters in McLean, Va., and
-~ most significantly —. per-

involved.

but on the thesis that “allega-|
In July, 1971, Representative B eSS Lot &

ti6ns concerning involvement of | o OPHUM. But if you're talking/

about Air America hauling the

suaded the publishers of a
forthcoming expose on- the
ClLA. .and the drug traffic
to permit it to review the
manuscript prior to publica-
tion. ' E

The target of all these meas-
ures has been the recent writ-
ings and Congressional testi-
mony of Alfred W. McCoy, a
26-year-old Yale graduate stu-
dent who spent 18 months in-

. leged that both

-|from the usual “low profile”

vestigating the narcotics opera-
tions in Southeast Asia. His
book, “The Politics of Heroin
in Southeast Asia,” is sched-
uled to be published by Harper
& Row in mid-September—bar-
ring delays caused by the in-
telligence agency’s review.
In-his ‘book, Mr. McCoy al-
C.LA. and
State Department officials have
provided political and military
'support- for America’s Indo-
chinese allies actively engaged
in the drug traffic, have con-:
sciously covered up evidence
of such involvement, and have
been actively involved them-
selves in narcotic trade.

C.1.A. officials said they had
reason to believe that Mr. Mc-
Coy’s book contained many un-
warranted, unproven and falla-
clous accusatlons, They ac-
knowledged that the public
stance in opposition to such
allegations was a departure

of the agency, but they in-

drug traffic 1
One well-informed Government

dence kSO e doRiot e AR Ealib I

2.1 Colby, the executive director

Robert H. Stecle, Republicandfthe U.S. Government [in drug

of Connecticut, said during a
House Foreign Affairs subcom-
miftee hearing that the United
States Government possessed
“hard intelligence” linking a
number of high-ranking South-
east Asian officials, including

Maj. Gen. Ngo Dzu, then com-
mander of the South Viet-
namese JI Corps, with involve-
{ment in the narcotics trade.
Mr. Steele’s accusations were
denied and mostly ignored.
Mr. McCoy also alleged that
Corsican and Amecrican syndi-
cate gangsters had become in-
volved in the narcotics trade.
He said that such information
was known to the CLA, In a
chapter of his book published
in this month's Harper's Maga-
zine, Mr. McCoy further
charged that in 1967 the in-

an opium-producing area cm-
bracing piorts of northeastern
:Burma, narthern Thailand and
‘morthern Laos—was producing
about 1,000 tons of raw opium
annually, then about 70 per
cenc of the world’s supply.

The bulk of Mr. McCoy's

accusations—both in the maga-|

zine and during the Congres-
sional hearings--failed to gain
much national attention. None-
theless, the C.I.A. began its
unusual public defense after
a Washington Star reporter
cited some of Mr. McCoy’'s
allegations in a column.

Letier Sent to Paper
Two letters were sent to

of the CIA., and the other

official directly respensible for

famous “Golden Triangle” ——

(American citizens should be
‘made only if based on hard
evidence.”

our belief that no reputable
publishing house would wish
! to publish such allegations with-
out being assured that the sup-
porting .evidence was valid.”
HIf the manuscript were handed
over, the letter said. “we be-
lieve we could demonstrate to
you that a considerable num-
ber of Mr, McCoy's claims
about this agency's alleged in-
volvement are tofally false and
' zvithout foundation, a number
38

re distorted beyond recogni-
lion, and none is based on
convincing cvidence,” A copy
of the letter was made avail-
able to The MNew York Times.
Mr.McCoy, in an interview,
' |said that the book had been
- ‘commissioned by Harper &
Row and carefully and totally
‘reviewed by its attorneys with
no complaint until the CIA.,
irequest was made.
{ B, Brooks Thiemas, vica presi-
dent and general counsel of
‘the publishing house, said in
.an_interview in New York,
(“We don’t have nay doubts
‘about the book at all. We've
‘had it reviewed by others and
we're persuaded that the work
is amply documented and schol-
arly.” 1 :
“We're not submitting to
censorship or anything  like
that,” Mr. Thomas said, “We're
/aking a responsible middle po-

CiR-RORanoTa0tRE

)

The letter continued: “It -is

ot

to review it If Mr. McCoy

by Paul C. Velte Jr. a Wash-

traffic] or the participation of |Stuff around, then I'll bet my,

bottom dollar that they were!
inijt” |

Another former CI.A. agent
described  Mr. McCoy's pub-
ilished writings as *“1 per cent
‘tendentious and 90 per cent of
the rhost valuable contribution
I can think of.” . S

STATOTHR



/ By Peter Smith

Paclfic Hews Service
PHITSANULOK, That
Jand—In a U-shaped bend
‘oif a small river ahout 18

miles east of this northern
district capital lics a. secret
U.S. military  training basa
known as Camp Saritsana.

o Near the point where [

had been: told to turn off

- the road to find the camp,

a Thai waitress in ‘a small
restaurant said thal there
were usually about 1,000
Thai soldiers at the sife,
but that most had just left.

* She also fold me that 10 or

15 Awmericans were

" Spreial

J

;17 had

station-
ed there, and that planes
landed on an average of
five times n day.

As 1 walked® alonz the
-river away from the high-
way, the whine of dlesel
génerators guided me until
T saw several concrets and
wooden buildings, a 100-foot.
high water fower, and a
generator shed, Further up,
a steel suspension bridge
carried {ruck traffle scross
the river, The scene re-
minded me of places where
served in Viclnam
and Thatland,
Af Saritsana, U.S,
Forees frain
soldiers for
neighhoring

Thai
combat in
I.aos Since

‘the carly ’60s, ClA-inanced

Meo mercenary armids, led
by their most powerful
chiceftain Vang Pao, have
been fighting in Laos, aand
estimates of the number of

‘Meo men Lilled run as high

as 30 per.cent. To replace
these  losses, the  United
Stafes has Deen {raining
Thais for the last three
years. Hiut the {raining and
the fact that hailand has
been sending troops to Laos

have uot- been acknowl-
edged by U.S. or Thai of-
ficials. '

Senate Iteport .

But » ‘US. Senate sub-
committee on gecurity agree-
ments and commnitments
ahroad reported last year:

"#The Thal irregular pro-
gram . . . was designed by
the CIA sgpecifically along
tha lines of the irregular
program in Laos. The CIA

: on {he base, he said,

Armay .

' tcam room,
. were having their morning
R TO

RASHY
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supervises and pays for the
training of these irregulars
in Thailand and provides
their galary, allowances (in-
cluding death benefits), and
operational costs in Laos.”

These Novthern 'Thal
gpeak a dialect similar to
Meo dinleet, and they ure

casily integrated into Vang
Tso's forees.

At the eamm, Twasstopped
at the mamn ”lh, by {hree
That guards, who called their
commanding officer,
special forees ser "ca.ht na-
jor, on the phone. When I
told him I had once rerved
with the U.S. &pecial orces
in Thatland end just wanted
to talk with some Awericans
“Sure,
come on” Qne ot the
guards got on the back of
ruy motoreycle and we drove
to headquarters,

The H0-cere site 15 divid-
cd rougshly in the middle by
an  airstrip, Meavy  woods
surround the base. T'en hare
vacks for Thai coldiers were
on the left side of the en-

3!
l

trance road. ¥lsewhere on.

the prounds were a Thal spe-
cial forces headqueriers, a
jump tower and cahle rig for
parachute training, a drying

loft for the parachutes, and .

several maintenance build-
ings.
SAir Ameries’ Sign

Afler checking with the
Thai sergeant major, the

s That’

HGTCH 4 T0ST

‘i

¥
i.ﬂk&LL@

tag, a f] equent tip-off that-

people are engaged in ac-

tivily which might ~not
square  with  formal pro-

nouncements of U.S, policy.

Scatiered among the
usual pin-ups and memor-
abiliz of home were ollier
signg, One gaid: “No war
was ever won witlh modera-
tion and clvility. IJLL"'
Anclher said: “Make wa
not pence, War 1s the fmal
answer.” *

The men werc polite, al-
most painfully so, They did
not mention their mission,
and when I expressed in-
ferest  they chang;cd {the
subject,

Tinally one of the men of-
fered to cscort me to the
gate, and I {followed his
iruck out &nd waved to the
Thal guards ag 1 left.

guard took me across the .

« runway to a building mark-

ed “Air Are~rica,” the name
of the charter line which
flies secret missions for the
CIA {hroughout Asia. My
Thai escort ushered me in-
to a U.S. Spceial TForees
where, {five men

All wore civilian
clothes or jungls fatigues
without insignia or. name

t .x.l..r...

o
4)
BT

W ARTAT

\L/

i
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Letters fo the | Editor

Reply on CIA Drug Chorges

SIR: On July 5, W. E. Colby, cxecutive direc-
tor of the Central Intc‘hgonce Agency, responded to a
June 29 column by Judith Randal in a letter. He stated
that charges of CIA involvement in the narcotics trafl-
fic froin Southeast Asia were ‘“unsubstantiated.” Since
T am one of {he persons who have made such charges, I
would like to give the basis for my firdings.

The specific charge is that Air America afrcraft
chartered by {he CIA have heen fransporting opium
harvested by the CIA-supporied Meo {ribesmen in Laos.

. I have three sources for this information:
(1) This was told to me by Gen. Quane Rallikone,
. former chief of slaff of {he Royal Laotian Army, who
-also admitted {6 me that he had controlled the opium
traffic in northwestern Laos since 1962.

(2) Air America’s involvement was confirmed by

Gen, Thao Ma, former commander of the Laolian Air
- Force, who refused o carry opium for Gen, Ouane.

(3) 7 spent six days in August 1971 in the opium-

. growing Meo village of Long Pot, Laos. (The wriler

" assuves us that that is, in foct its nume—-Ed.} Ger,

Su Yang, the district cfficer, told me:

“Meo officers with three or four stripes (clmidm or
" tore) came from Long 'Lieng to buy cur opium. They
came in Amcrican helicopters, perhaps {we or three
men at one iime. The hﬂhcopter leaves them here for
a few-days and they walk to villages over there, then
-come hack here gnd radioed Long Tieng to <.cnd an-

other helicopter for them, They take {he opium back to

“ Long Tieng.”
Verified by

This account was verified hy other officials, farmers
and soldiers in Long Pot. Ger Su Yang also reported
that the helicopter px'ots were always Amcx icans. Long
Pot harvests weighed approximately 700 kilos (1,543
pounds) and cotild not have been carried without the
pilol’s knowlcdge.

In my June 2 testimony before the Senate Troreign
Opcratlons Subcommiltce. I charged that “by ignor-
ing, covering up and {atling fo counteract the massive
- drug {raffic from Southeast Asia, our government is
~aiding and abetting the influx of heroin inte our na-

tien.” T stand by this charge. The U.S. has put top
priority on its military and pohtlcal goals in {ighting
the war in Indochina. As long as our® Asian allics have
- fought the war, U.S. officials have {olerated govern-

Others _

mental corruption. Narcolies {rafficking has not been

- {reated differently from stealing U.S. aid, currency
. manipulation or black mal}\ctcmmg, all of which are
- rampant.
The CIA has orgamzed a mercenary 2rmy of most-

Iy Meo tribesmen in Laos under Gen. Vang Pao. The
© Meos’ cash crop has been opium, and the (‘IA merely

followed their French colonial predecessors’ dlctum
: “In order {o have the Meo, one must buy their opium.,”

The CIA may not have bought {their opmm but dxd ship
. it to market,

STATOTHR

Ry e

Ignored Involvement

. More importantly, the CIA, the U.S. Embasw and
the whole U.S. apparatus in Laos ignored Gen. Ouane
Ratlikone’s involvement in the narcotics traffie, even
while American troops in_ Vietnam were bcmrf deci-
mated by Laotian heroin. His involvement, as well as
ihe locafion of the heroin laboratori ies, was common-
knowledge among even {he most junior U.S. officials;,
As late as June 9, 1972, Nelsen Gross, the State De-
partment’s drug comdmator called my char es of Gen,
Quane’s jnvolvement “unsub stantiated  allegations.”
However, John Warner of the Bureau of Nalcot!cs and
Dangexoas Drugs in a June 19 interview in The Star
admitted for (he first time that Gen., Quane conirolled
and protected the Laotian narcotics traffic for years.

- Colby quoted Warner in his letter to try fo discredit

my charges, but conveniently emilted meéntion that the-
{former chlcf of ctalf of the Royal Laolian Army was -
also the chief narcotics trafficker.

Southeast Asia is fast becoming the major source
of heroin for the U.S. market, and high government of-
ficials in Laos and South Victnam are mvolved n the
narcotics {raffic. The U.S. government knows this but
ignores and covers it vp.

The time has come when we bave to decide which
is more important to cur country—propping up corrupt
gover rmems in Southeasi Asia or getting beroin cut of
our high schools.

) Alfred Y. IMeCoy.
New Haven, Coun. :

Editor’s Note: McCoy is the cuthor of the Harper’s
Magazine -urticle, “Flowers of Lvil,” appeering in its
July, 1972, issue, quoled by Miss Randal

STATOTHR
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Letters to the Editor

Air America Bans Smuggling
SIR: Judith Randal, in her column of June 29 made
certain charges that T as managing director of Air
Amenca must take violeni exception to. Her allegation
......... that this opium byproduct has been one
of the more important cargoes carried by Air America

. . is completely false. Needless to say, Miss Ran-
dal falled to provide any proof for this allegation and it
is my opinion that a charge as damning as the one made
by Miss Randal should be supported by more than just
rumors.

Air America s acutely aware of the individual
opportunities for smuggling that inherently exist with
-our fype of operation. We realized that these opportuni-
ties are made even more aftractive by thé fact that we
operate in areas of the world where extremely high
“value, low bulk items such as gold and narcotics are
easy to obtain and can be 1eddllv dxspoced of at trcmen-
-dous profit.

The company contlnually works to impress upon its
employees the seriousness with which any and all smug-
gling is viewed and evidence of such activity is cause for
immediate fermination! Also as a means for combating
this situation we have for years assigned highest priori-
ty to the regular inspection of company aircraft, crews
and cargoes by our own security force,

The establishment of a separate Security Inspection

Service under a USAID-Air America contract constitutes
a major advance in preventing illegal transportation of
drugs aboard U.S. government-chartered aircraft in
Laos. Through the continued and expanded efforts of
programs such as these, more effective means will be
-developed for greatly reducing and eventually eliminat-
ing the opportunities for smuggling that still exist.
. Air America, in denying similar charges made by
Alfred McCoy to the Senate Foreign Relations Opera-
tions Subcommittee on June 2, 1972, stated that ‘“if Mr.
McCoy or any other individual can provide proof that
any Air America employee has been connected in any
manner with the drug traffic, appropriate disciplinary
action will be taken and the matter referred to the
proper authorities.”

To date, no such proof has been forthcoming and we
ggw extend the same mvxtatlon to Miss Randal and The

ar. .

" Paul C. Velte, Jr.
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ALR AMERICA

ADAM POWELL: Back now with RVR EVEMING, |'m Adam Powell,
and with us once again here in our studio Dul Vesario(?) Vietnam
Veterans Against the war, who is taking part in our discussion
of the air war, Dul Vesario used to be-an operations assistant
with Continental Air Services which is far from an airline, it's
a long way there. America is used by the CIA for transportation
throughout Laos,  Thailand, and Vietnam, and also is used as a
front of sorts, for agents who do country team work, i.e. organ*z.n
fzing mercenaries. America's become something of a fixture,
especially in Laos where Congress has said American troops can‘t
get involved. And Dul Vesario also has some information on what
other uses Air America and Continental Air Services were put
to in terms of transportation of cargo. ' o

DUL VESARIO: Yes, | was there in 1967 as an Operations
Assistant, working out of Vienchen Laos(?) and various thinags
I did see, something | didn't even think about until some time _
around the beginning of this year. But as an Operations Assistant
I was able to,--1 had to know all about the cargoes of every
aircraft that went in and out of lLaos, the CIA or the United
States mission to Laos, used, where the planes were going and

‘what they were to do with their cargo in Laos. A lot of the

cargo, of course, is rice which is dropped to Mao and Yao(?)
and black Tai tribesmen in the hills, to .support the insurgency
warfare, and commando teams in those arecas.

But some of the things I did see was a type of cargo that
was marked miscellaneous on our manifest, and this comes out

as an area the Golden Triangle, which,=-~-some of it is [UNINTELLIC!FLE]
which is on the triple border of Thailand, Laos, and Burma.
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Ladies and gentlemen,”® announced the genteel British
diplomat, raising his glass to offer a toast, ‘‘I give you

. Prince Sopsaisana, the uplifter of Laotian youth.”

The toast brought an appreciative smile from the guest of
honor, cheers and applause {rom the luminaries of Vientiane's
diplomatic corps, assembled at the farewell banquet for the
Laotian ambassador-designate to France, Prince Sopsaisana. A
member of the royal house of Xieng Khouang, the Plain of
Jars region, the Prince was vice-president of the National
Assembly, chairman of the Lao Bar Asscciation, president of
the Lao Press Association, president of the Affiance Frangaise,
and a member in good standing of the Asian People’s Anti-
Communist League. After receiving his credentials from “the
King in a private audience at the Luang Prabang Royal Palace
on April 8, 1971, he was treated to an unprecedented round
of cocktail parties, dinners, and banquets. For Sopsai, as his
friends call him, was not just any ambassador; the Americans
considered him an outstanding example of a new generation of
honest, dynamic national leaders, and it was widely rumored in
Vientiane that Sopsai was destined for high office some day.

The final send-off party at Vientiane’s Wattay Airport on
April 23 was one of the gayest alfairs of the season. Everybody
was there; the champagne bubbled, the canapés were flawlessly
French, and Mr. Ivan Bastouil, chargé d’affaires at the French
Embassy, gave the nicest speech. Only after the plane had
soared off into the clouds did anybody notice that Sopsat had
forgotten to pay for his share of the reception.

His arrival at Paris’s Orly Airport on the morning of April
25 was the occasion for another reception. The French am-
bassador to Laos, home for a brief visit, and the entire staff of

Alfred W. McCoy, a Ph.D. student in Southeast Asian bhistory at Yale
Unsversity, bas written numerous articles on Southeast Asia and bas
edited a political history of Laos.

Adapred from a chapter in The Politics of Heroin in Southeast Asia, by
Alfred V. McCay with Cathleen B. Read, to be published by Harper
& Row, Publishers, luc., in September. Copyright © 1972 by Alfred
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the Laotian Embassy had turned out to welcome the new
ambassador. There were warm embraces, kissing on both
cheeks, and more effusive speeches. Curiously, the Prince
insisted on waiting for his luggage like any ordinary tourist,
and when his many suitcases finally appeared after an unex-
plained delay, he immediately noticed that a particular one was
missing. Sopsai angrily insisted that his suitcase be delivered at
once, and French authorities promised, most apologetically,
that it would be sent to the Laotian Embassy as scon as it was
found. Sopsai departed reluctantly for yet another reception at
the Embassy, -and while he drank the ceremonial champagne
with his newfound retinue of admirers, French customs of-
ficials were cxamining one of the biggest heroin seizures in
French history. _

The Ambassador’s suitcase contained sixty kilos of high-
grade Laotian heroin — worth $13.5 million on the strecis of
New York, its probable destination. A week later, a smiling
French official presented himself at the Iimbassy with the
suitcase in hand. Although Sopsaisana had been bombarding
the airport with outraged telephone calls for several days, he :
suddenly realized that accepting the suitcase was tantamount to
an admission of guilt and so, contrary to his righteous in-
dignation, he flatly denied that it was his. Ignoring his
declaration of innocence, the French government refused to
accept his diplomatic credentials, and Sopsai remained in Paris
for no more than two months before he was recalled to
Vientiane.’

Fragile flower, cash crop

espite its resemblance to comic opera, the Prince Sop-
D saisana affair offered a rare glimpse into the workings of
the Laotian drug trade. That trade is the principal business of
Laos, and to a certain extent it depends on the support (money,
guns, aircraft, ctc.) of the CIA. Unfortunately, the questions
raised by the Prince’s disgrace were never asked, much less

. W.JieCor. Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIAREPS001667RE06806H000 " ™ ™
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CELESTING MATTA-DUENO

HON. JORGE L. CORDOVA

RESIDENT COMMISSIONER FROM PUERTO mcd
IN THE IOUSE O REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 28, 1972

Mr. CORDOVA. Mr. Speaker, thou-
sands of families in the rural arcas of
ruertc Rico would join me in paying
tribute to Mr. Celestino Matta-Dueno,
who retired on March 31 after a long and
distinguished carecer as Director of the
Farmers Home Administration for
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

This is the rural credit service of the
Department of Agriculture. Under Mr.
Matta-Ducno's guidance it has beecome a
tremendous force for better living con-
ditions in the rural provinces of Puerto
Rico, as it has throughout the rural
United States.

Largely because of the hard work and
leadership of Mr. Matta-Dueno, PHA is
one of the finest public service organiva-
tions in Pucrto Rico. Nevertheless, the
many who have benefited from his serv-
jees regret that he is no longer in an
active role. They honor him for his dedi-
cation and accomplishments in their be-
half.

¥or 31 years, Mr. Matla-Dueno has
been direelly Involved in improving con-
ditions for the small family farner, Ilc
also has taken a leading part in the de-
velopment of housing credit and com-
munity facility eredit now cxtended to
the nonfarm rural population through
the Farmers Tome Administration.

Mr. Malta-Dueno came to TFHA's
predecessor agency, the 1Parm Security
a farin program
specialist in 1941 after graduation from
the University of Puerto Rico and 4 years
of work as an instructor in vecational
agriculbure. In 1947, when the agency
was reorganized as the Marmers liome
Administration, he was nomed Director
of the ¥arm Production Loan Division

for Puerto Rico. A ycar later he became

chief of all FIA program operations in
Puerto Rico. In 1961 he assumed the
state directorship for Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands, and has held that
posilion for the past 11 years.

Twice in his terms of scrvice he re-
celved the Superior Service Award of
{the Department of Agriculture, a record
that very few have achieved.

On the first of these oceasions, in
1957, he was honored for his leadership
in adapting the FHA program to a Spah-
ish-language basis for serving the people
of Puerlo Rico, and conducting the pro-
grams in such & way that a revolution-
nyy improvemeni was hrought about in
the fortunes of many- rural familics.

Farm families in the hills and ob-
secure rural districts, whose living con-
dithons  were sadly substandard and
whose praclices and resources in azri-
cullur‘e were anliguated, found the cred-
it, training, and counsel they necded for
a new beginning, in the FIIA supervised
credit program as carricd out under Mr.
Matta-Dueno's  direction. A familiar
{;{zgre. widely known, and respected

\l.}mnl{:l.l the rural districts, he was the
Principal architect of a FHA fcld force

STATOTHR
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that was able and willing to work with
the people in their fields and in their
homes. By Mr, Matta-Dueno's example,
the Tarmers Home Adminisiration in
Puerto Rico is the extreme opposite of
an cfiice-bound bureaucracy; and, I have
observed, so it is today throughout the
rural United Stales under the fine na-
tional leadership of Administrator James
V. Smith. :

The second of Mr. Malta-Dueno’s
Superior Scrvice Awards was conferred
Jast year, He was honored for the con-
tinuing expansion and improvement of
FIIA scrviees in Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands during his work as slate
director since 1061,

Of all the so-called state jurisdictions
in the PUA organization, our islands
rank at the top in maximum value de-
livered to the people, to the community,
and to the common public interest.

Cretlit services through the agency in
Puecrto Rico and the Virgin Islands in-
creascd fivefold, from $3 million to $156
million a year, hetween 1960 and 1970,
and rose 1o the Ievel of £22 million in
fiseal 1671, Beyond the $9.5 million now
cutstending through 2,500 loans to en-
able small farm Ffamilies to own or im-
prove the operation of their land, FHA
has developed new programs for up-
grading rural housing and community
facilities, and brought them to a high
level of value over the past decade,

Housing credit of 2334,000 was extend-
cd to cxactly 65 families in 1060. Last
vear, 1,800 familics in Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands were served with neav-
1y $19 million in credit to finance mod-
ernized, adequate housing for familics
of low or modest income in the rural
towns and countryside. .

In dirccting the growth of this pro-
gram, Mr. Matta-Dueno has worked with
housing specizlists to design o service-
able modern home adequate for a family

in the Pucrto Rico climate. This cement .

block home has become a standard for
efficient construction at reasonable cost.
It has supplanted thousands of frame
huts with thatched or tin roofs which
once were the common standard for rural
housing in Puerto Rico.

T"armers Home Administration loan
and grant financing to plan and build
rural community water and waste dispo-
sal systems was introduced during the
1960’s. This program has led to modern-
jzation of services in nearly 100 commu-
nities that previously relicd on much
more primitive facilities,

In all, Mr. Matta~-Dueno bears the re-
sponsibility for over 56,000 loans and
grants with a value above $150 million.

M. Matta-Dueno’s administration has
been marked by excellent and highly pro-
ductive cooperation with every level of
government in Puerto Rico from govern-
ment to village. 1Ie¢ has chaired an inter-
governmental cornmittee for this pur-
pose. e also has made his mark as an
advocate of better services for rural peo-
ple by persuading health clinics, banks,
and many other lines of business and

public institutions to expand their T n_cil;

ities in the small Lovms.

In all respects the system for delivering
credit, personal service and Lhe wavs and
means of progress in rural Puerto Rico,

as developed under Mr. Malta-Dueno's
direction, has been a fine cxhibit to thig
world for the United States.

Representatives Irom many countries,)
especially in undexrdeveloped areas of the
world, have studied the workings of the
¥armers 1lome Adniinistration in Puerto
Rico. Mr. Matta~-Duenc has been loaned
as consultant to. other Lalin Amecrican
countrics that scck Lo improve their rural
credil systems along lines of the Farmers
Yome Administration. Xis programs in
Puerte Rico alse have pointcd the way
o betler service for Spanish-speaking
citizens in various parts of the continen-
tal United Stotes.

As he refires to private life, we hope
and expect that his counsel still can be
called unon, for we know his devolicn to
& better chance, o betber life for the rural
people of Iuerto Rico.

We commend Sceretary of Agviculture
¥arl L. Butz, and Adininistrator Jamies V.
Smith of the IPFarmers Home Administra-

tion, on the choice of Dr, Xianuel
Soldevila as successor to Mr. Matta-

Dueno. Dr. Soldevila also is a product of
our University of Puerto Rico. ¥ comes
{0 FHA afler outstanding scrvice as a
ficld administrator of agricullural ex-
periment work in Puerfo Rico. We arc
confident of his ability {o carry on and
continue the developrment of Farnaers
IZome Administralion programs, and to
achicve the ever greater moals of service
that arc set by this fine agency.

—

CIA DOX3 NOT SMUGGLE OPIUM

HON. CEARLYS S. GUBSER
OF CALITORNIA
IN THE ITOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 29, 1972

Mr. GURSER. Mr. Speakey, onee again
there has been an upsurge in charges
alleging direct CIA involvement in drug
trafic in Southeast Asia. These alieza-
tions have proven false in the past. Last
year I personally looked into similar
charges and I am satisfied myself that
they were wilhout subslance. Morcover,
in Aprit 1971, Mr. Richard Ifelms, Di-
reetor of Central Intellizence, made
public categorical denial of Agency in-
volvement in drug trafic hefore the
American Socicty of Newspaper XEditors.
1I¢ has personally reaflirmed this denial
to me. What the facts actually dem-
onstrated was that the CIA is cooperating
closely with other Government agencies
in a concerted effort to curb the world
drug traflic. The efforts of these 1.5,
agencies are designed to persuade coun-
tries, which for centurics have arzcented
the growth or local consumption of illicit
drugs, Lo take stringent steps against
such practices. They are also cooperating
to climinate the flow of these druss into
the United States.

Most recently, Mr. Alfred McCoy, a
graduate student who is about {o pub-
lish & book on the drug traflic in Sculh-
east Asia, has made the same charges
against the CIA. In early June, he aired
his charges hefore a Scenate subcom-
mitice and. received considerable pub-
licity. Immediately after Mr, McCoy's

SIS
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" .The American Medical Asso-

ciation, which predictably of-
fers few surprises at its an-
nual meeting, achieved the un-
expected this year.

As one entered the conven-
tion’s exhibition hall in San
TFrancisco’s Civic Center,
one’s nostrils wers assailed by
an odor more appropriate to
that city’s Haight-Ashbury dis-
frict — an aroma sirongly
suggestive of the burning
leaves and hlossoms of the fo-
male Cannabis sativa plant,

The scent fired the curiosity
of all in the hall who had ever
sampled marijuana and drew
from the wife of one physician
atlending the mecting the re-

-mark {hat she had smelled

that odor many times in the
back of the school hus she
drives,

That was only the heginning
of the surprise. Following
one’s 1mose, ohe soon came
upon a booth housing an exhib-
it on drug abuse which fea-
tured a display about many

jdrugs including pot, and ade-

vice that peporatcd a synthetic

~smoke that was close {o, if not

identical with the real thing.
bie

There was still more surpise
to come in this display, which
— it turned out—had won
the gold medal in the AMA's
coveted Billings Prize compe-
tition as one of the outstanding
scientific exhibits of the mect-
ing. The exhibitor was no
mere doctor or pharmaceuti-
cal firm, or even your aver-
age, run-of-the-mill science-
oriented government bureau,
It was that most unlikely of

~contenders for an AMA

award: The Central Intelli-

. Eenoce-Agency.

Dr. Donald Borcherding of
the CIA was on hand to ex-
plain the exhibit's origins.
Like most agencies, he said,
the CIA has. an occupational
health division whose job if is
to promote the well-being of
its personnel, When CIA offi-
cials at the agency's Langley,

Approvéd For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6

Lt

e I - e

to ClA Drug Fight fro

_ By JUDITH RANDAL

Va., headquarters became
worried about pot, LSD, speed, almost exclusively with the
heroin and the like, Borcherd- CIA. The Golden Triangle rege
ing and his colicagues assem- glon, incidentally, is said o
bled the display. grow 70 percent of the worid’s
According to the CJA medie, illicit opium {from which mor-
it was an immediate hit, not phine base, morphine and
only at the Langley “Spoo}; cventually heroin are derived.
Farm® but also among groups For mor2 details on the
in the communily, such as CIA’s complicity in the heroin
Knights of Columbus lodges mess, one might consult an
and parcni-teacher associa- article entitled “Flowers of
tions.” The CIA is thinking Jovil” by historian Alfred W.
about putting together “how- Mc\,oy, in the July issue of .
to-do-it” insfructions so that Harper’s magazine. Partof a
other groups can build their forthcoming bhook called ““The
own replicas, Politics of Heroin in Southeast /

' Asia,” the article spells out in

* detail how Vag Pao, long the

leader of a CIA secret army in

cg(glﬁs.:fﬁ ndtn?zrd abltlie ng{gzagﬁ Laos, has become even more

the help it can get. Bul the decply involved’ in the drug

frouble wilh the CTA exhibit js  (raffic and whal role this traf-

that it docs nof tell things iic hes played in the importa-

strictly as {hey arc. For exam- tion of heorin into the United

ple, it implies that the use of {Statea'axéd tlllsv.lffc by our

marijuana sels the stage for FO0pS In SOuth vieinan.

later use of heroin. This issue *
is by no means settled and, as *
a mafter of facl, there is a , ' )
goad deal of cvidence to sug- Writes McCoy of tbe situa-
gost that alcohol, rather than  tion: “As a result of direct and
marijuana, is the first drugto indirect American involve:
be abused by most people who  ment, opium production has
subsequently become . heroin  steadily increased, hxgh -grade
addicts. heroin production is {lourish-
In any case, Immany experts ing and the Golden Triangle’s
believe that 1f there is any poppy fields have become
connection whatever between linked to markels in Europe
pot and heroin, it is their ille- and the U.5.”
gal status and that if the for- The CIA went away from the
mer were “decriminalized,” San Francisco meeling with a
its link with the latter would gold medal and, no doubt, a
tend to disappear. good many aoctors who saw
More important to this dis- the exhibit went away im-
cussion than an argument pressed. Some of them pxoba-
about the casual rclationship bly learned for the first {ime
of the two drugs is the poiut |} what pot smells like.
that the CIA does not come| But for others there wasa
inta the campaign with com-¥ bitter incongruity in the gov-
pletely clean hands. Reporters  ernment’s  super-secret  spy
have been learing for more ~arm winning a medal for an
than a year that the agency exhibit on the horrors of drug
has been supporting the heroin  abuse., To some it was a liltle
{raffic in the Golden Triangle ,like the Mafia getling a top
region of Laos, Thailand and k/ award for a display of the
Burma, and that this opium  evils of extortion, prostitution
byproduct has been one of the and gambling — "and a fow of
more important cargoes car- the more socially aware physi-
ried by Air Amcrlca, an air- clans present did not hesifate
line opexatmg m Southeast to say so. ;

nic

Asia whose charter businessis
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A mass of legislation has been enacted
by the Democratic Congress, but most of
it does not carry the political sex appeal
of these principle issues. The President
is not likely to overlook the opportunity
to expose these shoricomings.

Democerats have a particular talent for
killing ecach other off. Party infichting
does not help the Nation or the Demo-
.cratic Party. The writing of a platform
may expose more weaknesses than the
party can overcome regardless of candi-
date, and George Wallace and others are
attempling to produce a party platform
which is more acceptable to the Ameri-
can public than the one now proposed.
Yet, efforts to start pulling responsible
party faclions together may have come
“too late to be effective. One thing is cer-
tain, the Democratic Parly has serious
problems ashead for November, America
wants responsible programs and respon-
sible candidates which it can confidently
support for a belier tomorrow. T.et us
hope it is not too late to repair the dam-
afie within the Democratic Party, Amer-
jica needs a slrong Democratic Parly un-
der sound leadership.

AN OLD- I“ASIIIONT,D PATRIOT
. ‘SPEAKS OUT

(Mr. ALY asked and was given per-
mission to extend his remarks at this
point in the Recorp and to include ex-
traneous matier.)

Mr. HALL. IMr. Speaker, the Missouri
National Guard Association, the non-
military forum of over 1,700 active offi-
cers, retivred officers, active and retirved
enlisted men of the Missouri National
Guard recently held its silver anniver-
sary conference in St. Louis, Mo, At that
ceremony Col. Oliver M. Husmann, presi-
dent of the association for 1971-72, and
a prominent St. Louis businessman, gave
" his report to the members,

The conference warmly xeceivcd this
old-fashioned patriot who spoke out for
his organization, to always defend the
country. From one who has served his
Nation, speaking before those who also
-shouldered the task of defense, Colonel
Husmann eloguently and concisely stated
his dedication to the United States, and
its traditional spirit of patriotic mainte-
nance of frecedom, plus efforts for peace.

I recommend these words of Colonel
Husmann to this Congress as an cxample
of the strong devotion to our country
that still persists today:

REMARKS BY CoL. OLIVER M. HUSMANN

Webster defines a Patriot as “one who loves .

his country and zealously guards its wellare;
especlally a defender of popular lberty.”
This Is the kind of patriot I was taught to
admire and emulate. The kind who has
fought for his country throughout its his-
tory. The kind who admits the imperfections
of government, but loves his country even
more In spite of them.

Today we have a new kind of patriot. The
draft dodgers who skulks into Canada,
Sweden, or any other country that will grant
them asylum. Those who trample and spit
upon the Flag. Those who homb and burn
our public bulldings and scademic institu=-
tions, Those who condemn our involvement
iIn Viet Nam and publicly csteem our en-
emles. Those who question every word
uttered by our leaders, but willingly accept
43 the whole truth any asnd all charges
lovied against us by our encmies.

.. CONGRESSIONAL
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There are many in this country who find
favor with this new typec of patriot, We find
these ‘sob  sisters’ amongst our clergy,
among our so-called intellectuals and even
amongst our leaders in the Congiess and the
Senate, They say we should not have he-
come involved in Viet Nam and now because
we are so involved, the new type of patriot
must be permitted to vent his frustrations

- as he desires.

The National Guard is made up ol men,
Men from many wallks of life. Men in differ-
ent stages of maturily, Men of diflerent so-
cial antecedents. Men of various religious he-
liefs. Men with dificrent . political convic-
{ions., These <¢ualitles rnd choracteristics
which each individual possesses, must he
nurtured, mowlded and fused with those of
the next man until, as an entity, we can
move forward in a concentrated cffort toward
& common goal. We must resolve to do every-
thing in our power to agaln convince ilhe
people of our country that Webster's defini-
tion of a patriot s and always will he
correct,

There are too many in this country who
have forgottenr that the two ideolopics—
Democracy and Communism-—cannot live
side by side except by artful truces and so-
called cold wers, neither of which can nur-
ture a real, lasting peace, The tentacles of
Conmrmunism creep insiduously wherever they
gain a foothold. Our iand, our way of life,
our Ifrcedom and our liberly, as we know
them, are the prizes Communism strives o
take from us. Guardsimen Imust be constantly
prepared to fight this threat. We rust not
permit ourselves {o become the weak link in
the defense of this great nation.

There I1s a greater need for the existence of
the ' Guard today than ever before. We must
let our fellow citizens know that the encmny
wants us to be careless, lazy and uninspired
in the desire 1o defend our country. That
he looks upon us with utter contempt when
we say we are tired of war. We must make
the public realize that America nceds jts
men-—soldiers and citizens alike—to work
continously to improve our defensive posture
while there is still time. If we wish {0 main-
tain for our children ihe liberty, freedom
and safely which we enjoy, we must he pre-
paredt 1o defend these truths to the death.
Constder for s moment what Jife would be
like without these privileges we accepl so
matter-of-factly. .

One thing is certain; we have the organi-
zation to build such & defense. We have the
Enow-how and the money in ihis country
to develop such o defense. Most imporiant of
all, we have US, the National Guard, We can
discourage aggression now, All we have to do

is feel the urgency, to realive the practica--

bility of being prepared, and to work—work
as men dedicated to the principle that the
freedom we enjoy shall not perish.

Our silver anniversary is an opportune
time to rededicate ourselves to the task ay
hand, to filling our ranks with true, patriols,
to teaching, Lo absorbing lessons learned, to
building a defense capable of filling the
needs of our pcople, our community and our
country,

Guardsmen have laken such dedicated
stands many times in history; always in the
cause of freedorm and liberty. Our cltizen-
soldiers, our National Guard, is older than
the Nation ftsclf, Dedicated men of the early
colonies organlzed units and trained to de-
fend their settlements long before the

present-day Guard units trace their history
directly to these carly groups of citizen-
soldiers.

We necd to review the heritage willed us
by those who early stood in the defense of
our country. We need to relive the strugiles
of the past, to see In our minds cye and feel
in our hearts the valiant stand they took 50
this nation might be free. We necd to think
of those who slood with Washington™ at
Brandywine and Germantown, We necd to be

Declaration of Independernce. Many of om{—'"

ECORD — IIE?T}SGF

reminded L militiamen,
minutemen, call th(’m \vhﬁt you will, who
bled at Bunker Hill, We need Lo trace their
footprints that marked with blood the snows
of Valley Forge. We must bend our hacks and
grasp with freezing fingers the Irosted oars
with Washington as he crosses the jcy Dela-
ware. We must lay selge with him 1o ihe
helghis of Yorktown. We must strive with
those who foilowed Lee, Sherman and Grant!
We must feel the fury of the charge at San
Juan, We must share with them the blood
and sweat of the Philippines and the Mexican
Border. Let us follow “Black-Jack’ Yershing
through the holocaust of WWI. Eizenhower,
MacArthar and Patton through the war 1o
end all wars. Lot us relive with them Argon-
ne, Chateau Thierry, Corregidor, Normandy
and MIG Alley. Finally Korea aild Viet Nam.
For the first time in history American Sghte
ing men find themselves In the wiusual posi-
tlon of fighting & battle they cannot win, &
war they are not supposed to win. A classic
study fn frustration. '

Is Freedom, Democracy and the American
way of life, which was bought at esuch a
tremendous price to be lost to ihe most
deadly enemy that has ever {heatened free
men? Has the sacrifice they mnde, been made
in vain? Can we not continue the fight, can
we not as citizen-soldfers bolster the de-
fenses, man them effectively and surely,
against any and sll attacks of an epnerny?
Can we not show a love for our country? A
love that surmounts all fears, all weaknesscs
and dedicates men to prescrve with their
lives the land they love?

I am not asking that we dedicate our-
selves to becoming a nation of warmongers,
No, I ask that we dedicate ourselves to work
for peace. I firnmly believe a strong azgressive,
defensive posture is the beat offense avail-
able to a country whose democratic ideals
prevents it from initiating an attack against
any enemy unless provoked beyond en-
durance.

Until we have made our country so im-
pregnable, so invulnerable that an stiack
would be suieldal, will cur enemies keep their
distance. Until we have done this, the possi-
bility of America becoming a major battlie-
field in a new world conflict beconmes more
apparent with cach passing day.

Gientlemen, Now is the time for us to ook
to our defeuscs, thne to follow the heritage
which is curs, The time to demonstrate, once
again, to all the world, that democracy is &
Hving thing, transcending all other ways of
life, and worth protecting at any cost.

(Mr. PRICE of Illinois asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks in the body of the REcorp
and to include an address by Mr. Horx-
FIELD,)

Mr. PRICE of Illinois remarks will
appear hereafter in the Bxtensions of
Renarks.]

(Mr. BUCHANAN asked and was given
permission to extend his remarks at this
point in the Recorv and to include extra~
neous matter,)

[Mr. BUCHANAN’S remarvks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.]

NARCOTICS AND SOU’I‘HEA“T ABIA

(Mr. WOLFI" asked and was given per-
mission to extend his remarks at this
point in the Recorp and to include.ex-
trancous matier.)

My, WOLFI MT. Speaker, at this point
in the Rrcorp, I would like to insert the
texts of several formal statements meade
before an informal hearing which thie dis-
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‘Tn our own couniry, we stand in greater
need of what wo call consclence. Crder is
Hesven's first law; tbhe Universe, with the
infinity of celestial bodles, Is regulated by
jaw and maintalned in order. The human
ereature on our own planet—as well as those
which may Inhabit any like orbs—is en-
dowed with the faculty of reason; with faith,
that 1s to say, reasoned hope; with the Lelief
of the pure In heart that the soul shall have
smmortal being.

“JTals ofl to the past, and coats off to the
future,” must yet be the homely slogan.

I helieve that mirth and music are mate-
rial gifis from Hcaven to Man, in compensa-
tion for the tragedies of life. Good ithought
and conduct constitute good morals. Evil is
the exact opposite. Il we {ransgress, we are
punished, in one way or another.

All the qualities of humanity tl:at are pos-
scssed of hope, falih, courage, diligence, rea-

‘gon, love of home nnd country, vision and

noble ideals, must be exercised as indispen-
gable labors in hwmanity's forward march.
Apropos, the spirit-of reverence and: the

church must perform thelr necessary roles..

These observations are indeed {rite. The
multiplication tahle is trite, but reliance on
the mathematics of Newton took the Asiro-
nauts to the moon, and thru the volds of
space.

Our Daronial” Order—whose remboels nre

" decendants of suretics of A.D, 1215, has great

opportunity for noble and patrioiic service.
It has also greal responsibility, and, I be-

- Heve, is mdeting its obligatlons with fine

dispatch.

The Magna Charta s a lengthy insiru-
ment of 61 articles. On Junc 12, 1215, it was
adopled to hold in restraint, o crucl, despotic
King John of Engiand. Twenty-five surcties
were named from the rester of Barons, to
require the arbitrery King o pay allegiance
to the Great Charter, which relates to bene-
fits and property and other righis to the
Barons, as well as the people in general,

Under ihe benefits conforred by Magna
Charte, England, and the course of civil and
religlous liberty made lasting progress.

The next great document of liberty was
ihoe Mayfiower Compact, adopted in Novem-

* her 1620 by the Pilgrims in Cape Cod Harbor.
Xt was brief, but of essential character, It .

provided, in simple words, a comprehensive,

corganic end formal fnsrtument enabling the
. establishment of Plimoth Plantation—on the

Plymouth Rock site, binding equally on all;
and assuring tolal cquality, andd to make all
needed laws. Under it, the Pilgrims lved and
prospercd, with complele civil and religious

'nberty.

This modest compact proved 1o be the
ocorn which rooted and grew to the great oak
of our Constitutional government, which we
must uphold and sustain,

In conclusion, let me say, as did Tiny Tim
in the Immorial Christmas Story of Dickens,
“Loxjd blesg us all, cach and everyone!”

CIA SMUGGLES OPIUM ~

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
yprevious order- of the ITouse, the gentle-

.man from Wisconsin (Mr. AsPIN) is rec-

ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ASPIN, Mr. Speaker, I am releas-
Ing today substantial new evidence that
mdic‘ztts U.S. pilots flying CIA operated
helicopters have been smuggling opium
inside Laos.

What this new evidence indicates is
that U.S, pilots using U.S.~owned planes
are illegally smuggling opium in Laos,
some of which has almost certainly been
sold to U.8, GI's in Southeast Asia and
some of which has almost certainly been
smugeled into illicit U.S. drug markets.

I am releasing today a letter which I
have received from Alfred McCoy, au-

lhor of a forthcoming book on heroin
traflic in Southeast Asia, which details
the allegalion of United States and CIA
complicity in drug traflic. If these alieza-
tions are true, then the CIA js implicated
in fostering the drug traflic that ruins the
lives of tens of thousands of Amecricans.
According to the information M.

~McCoy has given me, a Laotian district

chicf and other officials have told him
that American helicopters flew Mceo of-
ficers into Laotian villases where they
purchased opium, The opium was also
{ransported out by American pilots and
planes to Long Tleng, the CIA headgunar-
lers in Rorthern Laos where it was al-
legedly refined into morphine and even-
tually heroin,

The Mceo tribesmen, as many of my
colleagues know, had becn recruited by
the CIA and form a mercenary army
which fights the Pathet Lao Communist
guerrillas. ¥or the Meo, opium is consid-
cered an importeant cash crop.

Mr. Speaker, Thave asked CIA Direclor
Richard Helms to thoroughly investigat
Mr. McCoy's allegations. Since Mr. Ne-
Coy oblamed his information lale last
summer it is imperative to determine
whether this kind of drug {rofiicking is
still poing on. A principal, unanswered
question which the CIA must Tesolve is
“At what level In the CIA were officials
aware of this illicit drug trafiic?”

It is also becoming increasingly clear,
Mr. Speaker, that the Nixon administra-
tion is covering up and contradicting
itself about the importance of. heroin
traflic in Southeast Asin. Afler Mr. Mc-
Coy testified before a Senale committee
last month the State Department termed
his charges about the involvement of
Government officials in Soulhicast Asia
as “unsubstantiated.” Mowever, the .S,
Army Provost Marshal reported in 1671
that high ranking members of the South
Vietnamese Government weve in the top
“zone™ of the four-tiered heroin trafic
pyramid. '

Mr, McCoy, quile rightly, also dmputcs
the State Department’s claim  that
“Southeast Asia is not a major source of
heroin on our market.” This statement
by the State Department directly con-
tradicts a General Accounting Ofilice re-
port which states that:

The Far East is the second principal source
of heroin entering the U.S,

Mr. Speaker, it is imperative 1o dcter-
mine whether the CIA is still invaQlved in
optum traflic and who was responsible for
the alleged involvement of the CIA with
the opium growers of Laos.

My letter {o My, Helms follows:

HoUsE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, D.C., June 27, 1972.
Mr. Ricirarp HELMS,
Director, Central Intelligence Agency,
Washington, D.C,

Dear Mr. Henms: I am publicly releasing
today substantial new evidence that indi-
cates that U.S. pllots flying CIA-operated
helicopters have been smuggling opium in-
side Laos. These allegatlions are contained in
a letter and additional information that I
have received from Mr. Alfred MeCoy, author
of a forlhcoming bock on Leroin traffie-in
Southcast Asia. 1f these allegations are true,
then the CIA is Impllcated in fostering the
drug traflic that ruins the lives of tens of
thousands of Americans.

I am writing to you today to request that

you thorough!y in fgate Mr. !\Jc()oy's alle-

patlons, Since Mr. McCoy obtained his in.
formation last summer, 1t is imperative to
determine whether this kind of drug trafclk-
ing is still going on. A principal unanswered
guestion which the CIA must resolve is: “"At
what level in the CIA were ofiiclals aware of
ihls Nllicit drug traflic?”.

I hope that you will report to me in full
the results of your investigation.

Thanlk you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
Lzs Aspin,
Member of Congress.

ROONEY REQUESTS ITALR BILLTON
FOR R L.II«I1 O I"'LOOD RAVAGH
STATES
The SPE AKL‘R pro tempore. Under &

pxcwous order of the IJouse, the gentle-
man from Pennsylvania (Mr. RooNEY) 1s

recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr., ROONEY of Pcnnsylv.'mia. Nr,
Speaker, in the wake of probably the
most destructive flood in Ameries’s his-
tory I have today onnounced that 1 will
request an additional half billion dolleys
in Federal funds for relief in the five
States which have been declared disaster
arcas by President Nixon.

The $92.5 million now available {0 the
States in the President’s disaster relief

fund. will not begin to compensate the’

losses suffered by the five Slates. If
Pennsylvania were to receive the entire
$02.5 million it would cover only ahout 16
percent of the cost of putting the State
hack togeiher.

I have introduced legislation to provide
relief funds in the amount of one-half
hilllon dollars to the States which have
been declared disaster areas by the Presi-
dent, This money would be disbursed by
the Oflice of Emergency Preparedness
whose primary function is the adminis-
tration of the IMresident’s dizaster relief
fund. In past criscs involving disaster
areas in several Statcs OLP has appor-
tioned financial aid to the States accord-
ing to the amount of damage susiained
in the respective Stales. This is the only
{air and realistic method of tackling the
massive cleanup job ahead.

Pennsylvania, hardest hit by the flood-
ing by a wide margin, would receive the

‘lion’s share of the supplemental appro-

priation, and Florida, having the least
amount of damage of the five States,
would reccive the smallest portion., The
remaining money would be distributed by
OEP to Virginia, Maryland, and New
York.

Other Members and I of the Pennsyl-
vania delegation will mect with Governor
Shapp today to discuss the crippling ef-
fects of the flood.

I hope to explore all avenues of Federal
assistance with the Governor and arrive
at some concreie goals with regasd to
the needs of the stricken Pennsylvania
commuunities.

BEEF PRODUCERS GET SHORT END
OF BTICK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under &
previous order of the House, the gentle-
man {rom Kansas (Mr., Skus1tz) 1s rec-
ognized for 10 minutes.

Mr. SKUBITZ. Mr. Speaker, In my
opinion the aclion the President took on
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Reviciced by
Richard J. Barnet

The rveviewer, cofounder
and codirector of The Insti-
tute for Policy Siudics, is the
author of “Roots of War,” a
study of the men and insiitu-
tions behind the wmaking of
U.S. foreign policy.

It recently came to light
that the top Air JForce gen-
eral in Vietnam took it upon
himseclf a few months ago (o
order the bombing of off-
limnit targets in Vietnam and
in so doing to mislead his
superiors. In his new bon]’
War  Conspiracey,
Peter Dale Scott finds a pat-
fern of unanthorized provoe-
ative conduct by U.S. mili-
tary officers  and intelli-
genee officizls as far back
as the Ilisenhower adniinis-
tration.

What Scott
“war conspiracy” is the “sus-
unau-
provocations, and
{fraud by U.S. personnel,
particularly intelligence per-
sonnel, in order (o susiain
or inmcrease  our military
comini{ment in Asia.”

IIe charges that an sev-
eral erucial occasions in our
recent history, commanders
in the field have mislead the
President or taken action on
their- own which effectively
tied his hands. :
© Perhaps the most cele-
brated of these incidents

means by a’
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THE WAR CONSPIRACY :

The Secret Road to the

Sceand Indochine War. By Peter Dale Scott,

have been f{he
timed ecscalations in  the
bombing of North Vie(namn
which scem so often to eoin-
cide with peace initjiatives.

In April, 1968, a Jolish
diplomat, arrived in Ianoi
for a highly sceret peace ini-
fiative known in the Stale
Department code as “NMari-
gold”  The story of t{he
crushing of  “Marigold” in
the hombing of llaiphong
has been told by sophisti-
cated journalists such as”
Kraslow and Loory in the
boolr “the Search for PPeace
in Vietnam” and by insiders
such as Chesier Cooper in

his “The Last Crusade.”

Scotf, lhowever, brings
many new facts together. 'He
is & prodigious and ecareful
readcer \x]\o is able to juxta-
posc information in interest-
ing ways. He points out, for
example, that the Polish ves-
sel Beniowski was attacked
in 1llaiphong 1llarbor on
April 18, 1966, while accord-
ing to the official CINCPAC
“Report on the War in Viet-
nam as ol June 1968, these
targels remained on the re-
stricled list, despile increas-
ing political pressure in
Washinglon, until mid-June.

Scoit has a long chapter

peculiarly

(BGobbs-Merrll), 238 pp., 87.50)

on the Gulf of Tonkin inci-
dents, the Pueblo jncident,
the attack on the Soviet
Ship Turkestan during the
six-day Arab-Israeli War in
1967, and the circumstances
surrounding the Nixon esca-
lations inlo Cambodia in
1670 and into Tuaws in 1871,

Probaebly the most inter-
csting chapter is a history of
Alr America and the Civil
Air  Transporl, which he
shiows to he joint ventures
of the CIA and the Chen-
nault and Chiang famnilics.
He deseribes the role of
Civil Air Transport in drop-
ping supplics for the French
al Dienbeinphu. The plancs
were C-119s on “loan” from
the U.S. Ajr Foree and some
of the “civilians™ {lying
them were in fact U.S. mili-
tary pilots. Yive CAT me-
chanies declared missing on
June 18, 19534, were accord-
ing to Scott, “the first offi-
cial casualtics of the Viel-
nam War.”

Scott is always looking for
patterns. Ile bhelicves that
“history is not as untidy as
we would wish.” He is a con-
nojsscur of conspiracy. The
conseguence is a series of
hypotheses which vary

Somc
of the admirable eftoris to
make sense out of seomingly
unreclated even{s arve con-
vincing but others are nol.
Hig offort {o show a dramat-
je change of policy during
the 72 hours following ihe
Kennedy assassination is a
fascinating historical brief,
but 1 do not think he makes
the case. By the end of the
boak lie has enlarged the
conspiracy to include not
only the authors and cditors
of the Pentagen Paners hul
the judege in the New York
Times case becauvse he “was
a warlime member of O8S.”
He sees the drama of the re-
lease of the Penlagon Pa-

greatly in credibility.

\/pc:rs as “one more manipuia-

tion of intelligence in oraer
{o influence public policy.”

However, “The War Con-
gpiracy” scorces enouth hits
along with occosional wild
shots {0 merit caveful read-
ing.

The -important peint {that
emerges is that a werldwide
military and paramilitary os
tablishment is impozsible o
contral, that what wis sup-
posed 1o be an ingtrument {o
provide the {op political
leadership  with  “options” -

" ends up restricting choices,

crucial moments.
Presidents and national se-
curily  managers  cannot
make deception a routine in-
strument of policy, as they.
have done for a generation,
without being deccived on
occasion themselves.

often at
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-Not all arms deals are between governments of natjons.
gy .
There are also private peddlers — both the legal (and

sometimes large) traders

CHRISTIAN S

and-the illegal gunrunnping varis
civ. For a look at both the sunny and shady sides of pu-
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vate arms sales, vead this fifth story in a series about who

-arms the world.

By John K. Cooley

Staﬁ correspondent of ‘'he Christian Science Monitor

London

FTAST | MONTH'S, SOVIET-AMERICAN
L strategic  arms  limitation  (SALT)
. treaty is viewed by many people and
governments as a giant stride loward dis-
armament,

It hus not, however, hothered the private
arms traders. Quite the contrary.

Samuel Cummings, the 44-year-old American
who heads Interarms — by far the world’s larg-
est private buyer and seller of arms — points
out: “We don’t worry about the SALT agree-
ment because it will have no effect whatsoever
onr -the movement of conventional arms; the
arms we deal in.

“If anything, I would venture a modest pre-
diction that it will cause an increase in con-
ventional arms movement in the world, not
only by private firms and producers but also by
governments.

“The inevitable result of denying or hmltmg
strategic arms, the balance-of-power arms, is a
greater movement of the conventional types.

“Anyhow, our business isn't controlled by us.
It's controlled by the big powers who give the
licensing.

“And we are mere]y in my view, a reflection
for better or for worse of the times in which we
live.... The whole arms business ... is essen-
tially based on human folly and as such is self-
perpetuating. It increases in direct proportion
to human folly as the world's population in-
creases.

Licensed arms dealer

“It's a sad commentary, and I don’t make it
in any hypocritical sense but strictly in a bru-
tally rcahsnc and from our s:de commercial
sense.’

Mr. Cummings

view from his pesidence in &\cr_aaco
proved: k.

he c¢ontrols
ration in the U.S., with main offices and \‘.are

houses in Alexandria, Va,, and a staff of about

spoke in a telephone inter-
1|n there

40; and Interarms U.K. in Britain, mth a st“ff

“of 100, and warehouses in Manchester and Ac-

ton outside London.

Mr. Cummings, who comes from- Phila-
delphia, began bis present career after his
World War 1I Army service by buying up can-
tured German helmets and reselling them at a
profit. Since 1953 he has been registered with

“the U.S. Government as a licensed arms dealer.

Essentially, Interarms’ work is to buy up sur-
plus military arms and resell them, either as
sport weapons — after “sporterizing” or con-
verting them — or to other governments The
zate to other governmants h’" included ecery-
thing from surplus uniforms to heavy tanks and
jet combat planes. It is shrouded in secrecy be-
cause, says Mr. Cummings, “our clients prefer

not to nave publicity, and governments. keep -

the figures classified anyway."”

Turnover top secret
© Mr. Cummings says Interarms’ turnover is
"top secret” too, but adds that “while we have
been aiming for $100 mllhon yearly, it is still in
emhl ‘wurcs only, not nine.’

Mr (,ummmgs has taken legal proceedmgs
against some who called him a “trafficker.”
”lhat, “by Eurcopean definition,” he says, “is
semeone who does not pay any attention to the
law... We are buyers and sellers under Amer-
jcan and British Government licenses; we have
only those depots physically in England and
America, and every transaction is made only

“with the proper official approval by all govern-

ments concerned.”

Clients of Interarms are found on every con-
tinent, Its Middle East business is s0 sensitive
that even the names of its Midcast agents are
kept secret.

Under the U.S. Gun Control Act of 1568, In-
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“sperteriz ex-inilitary guns into the United
States. This has vastly helped U.S. gun manu-



By MIRIAM OTTENBERG
Star Staff Writer

U.S. narcotics agents are
making a sizable dent in the
Southeast Asian dope traffic
and—despite reports to the
confrary — America’s Asian
allies and the CIA are helping

. them do it.

“We have seriously dam-
aged the program of the nar-
_cotics traffickers,” reported
John Warner, chief of the Bu-
rcau of Narcolics and Dan-
gerous Drugs’ strategic intel-
ligence office. “It’s becoming
increasingly more difficult for
them {o operate, even though
their profits are {remendous.”

Warner countered  testi-

mony given recently by Al-
fred W. McCoy, a Ph.D stu-
dent, before a Senate Appro-
priations subcommittee to the
effect that the governments of
South Vietnam, liaos and
Thailand are actively en-
gaged in the heroin {raffic
;- and that the U.S. government.
_+ has not moved to stop it.
i - “Corruption,” Warner ac-
: knowledged, “is a way of life
-in Southeast Asia. It reaches
to all levels, But the United
States government has made
it perfectly clear to all gov-
ernments in the area that we
will not compromise on the
narcotics issue.”
- He cited as an example of
increasing cooperation on in-
stance earlier this year when
{26 tons of opium were turned
cover lo the government of
{Thailand by one of the in-
surgent forces along its bor-
der-—presumably for reasons
of ils own,
+ Until recently, the opium
‘would have found its way
back into the traffic. But this

Second of 2 Articles

“time, it was burned in the
presence of American nar-
“cotics agents and samples
“were taken and analyzed by
American chemists.

Even more significant are
= recent successes of Laos and
- Thai narcotics investigative

units set up with U.S. aid.

Warner cxplained how they
came into being and, in deing

so, replied to the charges
made by McCoy in his Con-
% gressional appearance,
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~ McCoy bad charged that Warner also reporled that
ihe U.S. ambassador to Laos, /he Royal Hong Kong police

G. McMurtrie Godley, “did
his best to prevent the as-
signment” of U.S. narcolics
agents to Laos. '
Actually, Warner said, God-
ley has been one of the
staunchest supporters of the
anti-narcotics  program in
Laos, and requested U.S. nar-
cotics agents as advisers long
before they could be sent
there. Ile was instrumental in
persuading Laos to outlaw the
opium traffie, Warner said.
Godley also persuaded the
Laotian government to ap-
point an honest and compe-
tent general to head the new
narcotics investigative unit
which the U.S. Burcau of Nar-
coties and Dangerous Drugs
established and-{rained, War-
ner added. )
In the short time the unit

.has been operational, Warner
- reported, it has made fre-

mendous progress in arrest-
ing traffickers and seizing
laboratory cquipment and the
chemicals used fo make

 heroin,

The unit’s latest score came

on June 7 when it arrested a
Meo deputy of the Laotian
parliament and seized 10 kilos
of No, 4 heroin (the injectable
kind), 26 kilos of opium and
a number of U.S, Army car-
bines. . i
Another special investiga-
tive force, trained and
cquipped by BNDD agents,
has just gotten under way at
Chingmai in northern Thal-
jand. Chingmai is a road junc-
tion in the network of roads
leading south to Bangkok.
It's particularly important

 to U.S. narcotics agents be-

canse they hope there to halt
the movement of heroin out
of the “Golden Triangle,” the
opium growing area horder-
ing Laos, Burma and Thai-
land, A
The new Thai unit has just
scored its first success. On
June 10, a joint BNDD and
Thai task force raided a com-
pound and seized 1,600 kilos
of raw opium and processing
equipment, he said.

also have stepped up thelr
anli-narcotics program, mak-
ing large seizures of nar-
cotics, arresting ftraffickers

and seizing {wo laboratories -

this year. At the time, both
labs had quantities of heroin,
opium and morphine base.
Burma, the other "govern-
ment louched by the opium
traffic, has expressed its will-
ingness to cooperate, Warner
reporied, but Burmese offi-
cials frankly admit their con-
trol over the border areas are
very tenuous, It would require
an army to make any impact
on the border arcas where
insurgent forces protect the

opium {raffickers, Warner
said. )

In Laos an acknowledged
impartant trafficker has been
knocked out of business not by
an army but by American
diplomacy, Warner said.

Gen., Ouane Rattikone, for-
mer
Royal Laotian Army, had con-
solidated several opium refin-
eries into one, and with his
army, controlled and protect-
ed the Laotian narcotics traf-
fic for years, Warner said.

“He was forced to retire in
July, 1971. We have political
clout in the area and Ambas-
sador Godley exerted it.”

Warner said similar action
would be taken against Viet-
namese figures if charges of
narcotics trafficking were
proven.

“Politics means nothing to
us in BNDD,” he said. If we
had the evidence . . . the
President would be informed
and 1 know something would
be done about it.

McCoy had said in is con-
gressional testimony that toe
political apparatus of Gen.
Nguyen Cao Ky (the former

P_res,idcnt of South Vietnam)
‘demonstrates the importance
of official corruption in South-
east Asia’s drug traffic.” Me-
Coy Aalso said Ky's sister is
tied in with heroin smuggling.

rE.bl{r'.iaoo

chief of staff of the

.- Warner, however, said there
1s no evidence that Ky is in-
volved, '

McCoy, in his Senate festi-
mony, said he had briefed
BNDD on his findings and they
corrobated much of his cvi-
dence. Asked about that, War-
ner said he had scen nothing
of an evidentiary nature {rom
McCoy  ‘‘other than gossip,
rumors, conjecture and old
history.” - '

MeCoy had accused the CIA
of providing substantial mili-
tary support to mercenarics,
rebels and warlords actively
engaged in {he narcotics traf-
fic and of letting aircraft it
chartered be used t6 transport
opiumn harvested by the mer-
cenaries.

Of those charges, Warner
said the American-chartered
aircraft now have security
forces guarding against the
against the transport of any
narcotics.

Since President Nixon asked
the CIA to assist in dealing
with the Southeast Asian nar-
cortics problem, Warner said,
the CIA has becen one of the
moest cooperative government
agencies working with BNDD
to’ develop the information on
which ‘BNDD and its foreign
counterparts can act to inter-
dict the traffic and make
cases, : .

The weeding out of Asian of-
ficials heavily involved in the
dope traffic, as well as the
strikes against the traffickers
themselves, are all fairly re-
cent. And so is the BNDD in-
volvement in the Pacifie, -

It's .only in the last {wo
years that American narcotics
agents have come into the
Orient in force. Since BNDD
Director John E. Ingersoll
pushed for more agents to
fight the Pacific traffic in

- drugs, regional offices ‘have

been set up in Bangkok, Sia-
go and Tokyo, and district
oifices in Chingmai, Vientiane,
Kuala Lumpur, Singapore,
Hong ZXKong, Okinawa and
Manila, ) -
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U BY WAYNETIIOMIS
fAviation LEditor) . ‘
[Chicaco Tribune Press Service)

SAIGON, Viet Nam, June 14
—~—Hanoi broadcasts mhequent l
ly. mention “works of sabo -
teurs” in North Viet Nam's
panhaundle, and Saigon's ver-
nacular press occasionally re- l
port odd litlle aircraft acci-|
dents with nonmilitary plancsi
in mountainous regions of !
Laos, Northwestern South Viet |
Nam, and sometimes in North-
eastern Thailand.:

These are mere pecks by the
general public at a (remcen-
dous submerged “‘iceberg” of.
clandestine operations continu-
ously and now increasingly
carried out against the Com.
munist North.

These actions probably nev-
er will be disclosed in full de-|
tail bul it can be said respon-;
sibly that today they constitute |
an important phase ‘of thisi
Southcast Asia battle. -

It is a silent war.It is car-

ried out by special forces and l
by mercenaries. It s a hit- f
and-run ‘war in which units are |
airlified or sea borne deep inte |
North Viet Nam for demolition
missions, for seizure of prison-
ers, for probing forays, and--it
now is -understood—for accu-‘
mulation of information on |
American prisoner of war camp !
locations.
_ This type of action has been
taking place in the North Viet-
namese panhandle from the
Demilitarized Zone ! to  well
north of Vinh during the last
60 days.

11[1

TRICAGD TRIBUNE
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An increasing series of stch
raids have come from the sea-
| coasts and’ from helicopter air-
bridge links in Laos and Thai-

land lo points where damage
can be done or information ob-
tained from the North Vict-
namese, it was learned from
reliable sources,

Communist broadcasts from
Hanoi in the past have used
“sabolewr™ in an ideoligical
sense, Now they are referring
{o actual dynamitings hy these
raiders. They specialize in tar-
gets which are too difficult for
bombers to identify from the
‘air, or are too well hidden to
be spolted by aerial photogra-
phy. They also carry out a
traffic in agents not otherwise
possible under present condi-
tions.

Size, Duration Vary

Reports filtering from CCI}I/
tral Intelligence Agency an
associates  military establish-
ments indicate such raids may
vary from 20 to several hun-
dred men. They may stay in
i North Viet Nam from.a few
minutes to 24 hours.

Mercenaries  enlisted’  for
"'such secret actions include
Turopeans, Chincse, Malays,
Japanese and Americans. The
ioerations are carefully
planned and surrounded by thc
tight security,

The CIA now believes the
large-scale, American attempt\‘
to {ree prisoners from a camp
near Hanei a year ago failed

because of a security leak

which resulted in a prisoner.

shift.

med. Not one operation has
failed, and none of the raiders
have been (rapped, according
to informed sources.

Casualties among these spe-
cial forces have been low. Pay
scales are said to be ‘*‘quite
high” and morale among these
specialists in demolition, elec-

tronics sabotage, and interro-:

gation is very high. The men
regard themselves as an elite
corps,
Financed by CIA

The mysterious, CIA-financed
Air America civil flying fleet
secems lo operale on a super-
national basis across Cambo-
dian, Thai, Laotian, and South
Vietnamese: horders. It has
had a part in some of this
work., However, much of the
work is being done by mil-
itary detachments, temporarily
posted to the special forces.

The military establishment
here  generally - attempts  to
suppress mention of this side
of the war for a number of
reasons, with security against
encty knowledge being “the
least imporfant. The North Vi-
ethamese are fully aware of
the nature of the CIA-dirccted
and financed special opera-
tions.

1t is known that after each

such raid all civilians and mil- ,

itary personnel in the North
who have had contact with the
raiders are subjected to rigor-
ous and lengthy questioning by
Communist secret police and
political commisars.

The U. S. forces seek to hide
the clandestine side of the war
to prevent embarassment to
Thai, Cambodian, and Laotian
governmental depariments.

It is recognized by American
Jeaders that such concealment
is merely ‘“‘token but Is re-
quired in certain diplomatic

The raiders are heavily ar-

STATOTHR

STATOTHR
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Sabatenrs Hurass

North’s Panhandle

By WAYNE TTIOMIS
- Mlamj [eretd-Chicago Tritune Wire

SAIGON --- Hahoi infre-
quently broadcasts mention
“works of saboteurs” in
North Victnam’s panhandle,

Saigon’s’ vernacular press
occasionally reports odd lit-
tle aircraft accidents with
nonmilitary planes in moun-

Ttainous  regions  of  Lezos,
northwes{ern South Vietnam,

. and sometimes in northeust-
crn Thailand.

These are mere pecks by
the general public at a tre-
mendous submerged iceherg
of clandestine  operations
continuously “and now in-
creasingly  carried out

.against the Communist
north. .

These aclions probably
never will be disclosed in full
detail, but it can be said re-

sponsibly that today they
constitute an  important
phase of ‘this Southeast Asia
- battle,

1t is a silent war, It is car-

ried out by Special Ferces
gnd by mercenaries. It is a
hit-and-run  war in which
units are airlifted . or sea-
borne deep into North Vict-
nam for demolition missions,
for seizure of prisoners, for
pmbingI forays, and — it now
is unders(ood - for accumu-
]atxon of fﬁxmatmn

THE MIAMI BERALD
16 June 1972

American  prisoner of Wdrl
camp locations.

TIHIS TYPE of action has
been taking place in the
North Vietnamess panhandle
from the Demilitarized Zone
to well north of Vinh during
the last GO days.

An increasing - number of
such raids has come from the
seacoasts and from helicop-
fer ajr-bridge links in Lzos
and Thailand to points where
damape can be done or infor-
wation obfained from the
North Vielnamese, it was
lcarned from reliable sources.

Communist broadeasts
from Hanol in the past have
used “sabotewr” in an idcos
lopical sense. Now they are
referring 1o actaal dynamit-
ings. These raiders specialize
in targets that are too diffi-
cult for bombers to identify
from the air or are {oo well
bidden to be spotted by acri-
al photopraphy. They also
carry out a traffic in agents
not otherwise possible under
present conditions. :

BRERFORTS FILTERING
from thc Central Intelligence
Agency and associated mili-®
tary establishments indicate
that such raids may vary
from 20 to several hundred
men. They may stay in North
Vietnam from a few mmutes
{o 24 hours.

IMercenaries onlisted for
such secret actions include
Europeans, Chinese, Malays,
Japanese and Ainericans, The
operations are carefully plan-
sned and swrrounded by the
tight security.

The CIA now believes that
he Jarge-scale American at-
tempt to {ree prisoners from
a camp near Hanoi a year

THE RYSTERIOUS, CIA-

" financed AR America civil

flying fleet seems to operate
on a supernational basis
across Cambodian, Thai, Lao-
tian and South Vietnamese
borders. It has had a part in
some of this work. Jowever,
mueh of the work is being
done by military detach-
ments temporarily posted to
{he Special Forces,

The military establishment
here generally attempts to
suppress mention of this side

of the war for a number of

reasons, with secwrity
apainst cnemy  knowledge
being the Jeast important.
The HNorth' Vietnamese are
fully aware of the nature of
the CIA-directed and CIA-fi-
nanced special operations.

It is known that after cach
such raid all -civilians and
military personnel in  the
north who have had contact
with the raiders are subject-
ed to rigorous and Jengthy
questioning by  Communist
secret police and pohucai
commissars.,

J

ago failed because of a secu-

rity leak, which resulted in a
prizoner shift,

The raiders are heavily
armed. Not one operation has
failed. And none of the raid-
ers has been trapped, accord-
ing to informed sources.

" Casualties among these
special forces have been low.

© Pay scales and morale are

said to be quite high.

STATOTHR
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By Jean R. Hailey
Washington Post Staff Writer

Tetired Adm. ¥elix Bud-
‘well Stump, a much-deco-
rated Navy officer of World
War II and later U.S. com-
mander in chicf in the Pa-
cifie, died Tuesday at his
home, 7012 Arbor La, Me-
Lean, He was 77.

- He also had served in the

-1950s as head of the U.S.

military delegation to con-
ferences of the Southeast
Asia Treaty Organization.

- 8o vast was Adm. Stump's
knowledge of Southeast
Asia and t{he DPacific that
President Dwight D, Eisen-
‘hower asked him to con-
tinue. to serve {wo more
years when he was due for
retirement in 1956, He:
stayed on until 1958. .

-. Before his  retirement,
Adm. Stump had warned

~frequently of the dangers of
~communist

aggression in
Southeast Asia, particularly
the subversion of Indonesia.
always expressed
confidence in SEATO’s abil-
1ty to meet the challenge,
He was named com-
mander in chief, Pacific by
President  Eisenhower in

~1953.

Adm. - Stump, who was
born in Parkersburg, W.Va.,

"~ graduated from the Naval

Academy in 1917. ITe was
navigator of the cruiser USS
Cincinnali, which saw escort
duty during World War I. .

After the war, he reported
for flight {raining. at the
Naval Air Station in Pensa-
cola, Fla., and was named a

“naval aviator in 1920,

After instruction in sca-
plancs and aeronautical en-
gineering, he attended the

.. Massachusetts Institute of
'Technology

where he
‘earned a master of science
degree.

- Adm. Stump saw “duty
the aireraft scouting
flecet and was hcad of the
maintenance division of the
Bureau of Acronautics here
before becoming executive
officer of the USS Enler-
prise in June, 1941, He was
serving as commander of
the USS Langley, a scaplanc
tender, in San Diego when

the Japanese i )

Harbor. ABB&F&&&&] F
In January, 1942, he

joined the staif of the com-,

15 Jun
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1972
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Adm. Felix B, Stump is pictured in 1955

as commander of the U.S,
holding & news confcrence in Taiwan on

mander in chief of the
Asiatic Fleet, and in Febru-
ary assumed ‘cornmand of

ithe aircraft carrier USS
Lexington.
That ship saw action

against the Japanese in the
Gilbert Islands, the
against Wake Island and the
Marshall Islands and in the

Tarawa, Makin and Apa-
mama areas. The Lexing-
ton continued in hattle until
Deeember, 1943, when she
was torpedoed by an enemy
plane and forced to return
to this country {for major
repairs.

Adm. Stump was awarded
the Silver Star for ihese
campaigns.

In 1944, he assumed com-
mand of Carrier Division 24,
serving as commander of

i{he " Carrier Air Support
Group whose operations re-
sulted in the capture of the
southern Marianas. He then
commanded a task force fur-

. Samar Island and the am-

sirike’ . .

T R PR e s

Pacific Flecet,

phibious
dora,
For those services, Adm,

. Stump was awarded the Le--

gion of Meril with two Gold
Stars and the Navy Cross
with a Gold Star. He was
cited for “cxceptionally mer-
itorious conduct” and “e\-
traordinary heroism.”

His force also par ucxpated
in the invasion of Luzon and
in action <at Okinawa and
the Ryukyu Islands.

Adm. Stump returned to
the United States in May,
1945, as chief .of the Naval
. Air Technieal Training Com-

mand in Chicago and re-
~'mained in that posilion

when the command moved
to Pensacola.

He later was chief of
. naval air training at the
* Naval Air Technical Train-

ing Center in Memphis until

he was named commander,

Air Force, Atlantic Fleet, in
1948, and commander of the
Second Fleet in 1901

otsRelease 2 *IO%Z CL
! battle of l.eyte 9191‘11 04 NavvRAdm Stump
" Philippines, the hatlle off chairman® of Air America,

which was founded by Gen.

invasion of Min-

e T
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possiblé evacuation of the Tarhen Islands,
At Jeft is Adm, Alfred M.
commander of the U.S. Scventh Fleet.

Pride, then

Claire Chennaull, who had
headed the JFlying Tigers,
He also was execulive officer
of the Frecdomns Foundation
at Valley Forre.

He is survived by his wife,
Elizabeth S., and a daughter,
Elizabeth Frances Stump, of
the horue; a son, Felix B. Jr,,
of Cleveland and lwo "1and
children. -
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U8, Alr-Drops Aslan Guerrillas

> By D. BE. Ronk
8pecial to The, Washington Post

. - VIENTIANE, Laos, June
. "14—Use of Laotian territory
jand. spegially recruited As-
Jdan  mergenaries for CIA~
sponsored esplonage and
sabotage missions in North
Vietnam has been confirmed
_here by American sources
"¢lose to the operation.

The missions are originat-
ing from a number of small
mountaintop sites in north-
ern Laos within 30 miles of
the North Vietnamese bor-
der. The guerrilla troops are
transported by urnmarked
Alr America planes.

- The existence of the guer-
rilla missions inside North
Vietnam was first reported
in Saipon earlier this week,
Such missions were known
10 have been initiated in
early 1960s, but were not re-

garded at the time as very
effective and were apparent-

ly suspended after the 1968 .

“hombing halt. .
Highly {rained mountain
fribesmen from northern

Taos and some Thai mercen- .

aries with 1on g experience
. in special operations are
said here to make up the
. teams. Most of the guerril-
- las are said to speak Viet-
" namese, some fluently.
Officially, the Air Amer-
“"jca management in Vienti-
ane is unaware {hat the com-
s pany’s pilots.or planes are
~flying such .missions. Air
. America is a quasi-private
“airline under coniract with
U.S. government agencies.

Pilots used on the espio-
nage-sabolage mission flights
are carefully selected and re-
ceive specinl pay for hazard-
ous duty by a “white envelope
system.” This means that the
money received is not account-
able or traceable, even for tax
purposes, sources say,

. Officlal U.S. spokesmen in
Yientiane decline to comment
on the operation, hutl informa-
tion togeiher from

vieced
,Amer&ﬁp rovedF emiRe

‘Saboteurs

355 D
1Y

inaccessible . CIA -maintalned
bases in Laos are used to
train, house, and transport the
guerrillas.

Nam Yu, the CIA's most se-
cret hase in Laos, situated in
northwestern I.aos near the
town of Ban Houel Sai, is re-
ported to be the primary train-
ing center.

Nam Yu was formerly a
base for intelligence teams
heing sent into South China
to ‘report on telephone and
road ftraffic, a program dis-

\x&ﬁ@}é N 0 }i@fiﬂ%"aﬁﬁ
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where they conduct sabotage,
espionage and propaganda
missions in that country’s least
inhabjted and defended areas.
Precise information on targeis
and types of guerrilla action
is not available here, ‘

It is known, however, that ;
the CIA is distrustful of many
I claims made by the guerrilla
infiltrators and frequently
equips the units with cameras
so they can photograph them-
selves at targets. The photo-
graphs prove the missions

continued last year when
President Nixon accepted an
invitation to visit China.
From Nam Yu, the guerril-
las are moved to the Longj
Cheng area 80 miles north of
Vientiane where they continue
to train, making forays into
the surrounding mountains in-
side Laos on lower-level recon-
naissance missions for season-
ing and practical experience
in avoiding capture and inflict-
ing, harm- on Communist
forces,
Many of the polential North,
"Vietnamese infilirators arej
“weeded out” during thisj
fraining period, sources say,
Resident newsmen here havei
been unable to visit Long!
Cheng in recent months.
Jump-off vpoints for the
guerrillas  are considerably

: passes close over the ground,

were carried out, and provides
inlelligence data for CIA
analysts. .

Tach mission uses at least!
one specially equipped twin<
engine Otter plane, said to!
carry half a million dollars

worth of radio and electronic
gear for pinpoint navigation
and locating of ground forces.
Because of the twin Ofter’s
virtual silent operation ag it

ils short take-off and landing
capability, and the load it can
carry, its basic function has
been the clandestine inser-
tion, pickup and resupply of'
guerrilla missions,

There are also reports of
guerrillas being snatched from
enemy-occupied territory by a
hook dangling from rescue
aircraft. The guerrilla on the
ground inflates a large balloon

east and nort.heast of LONE with lighter-than-air gas, at-
Cheng, according to the sour- ¢sches it to a thin line which
ces, most being tiny hilltop j5 then attached to a harness
posilions hardly known o0 ys fastens to himself. The res-
exist. A major point of de- cye craft passes over the bal

parture is said to be at Bouaml

Long, sometimes called “thel
fortress in the sky,” about 40
miles northeast of Long Cheng,”
a basé the Communists have
-never heen able to wrest from
i its Meo defenders.

Practical training exercises
are also conaucted at Bouam;
Long. Communist radio broad-
casts frequently note ihe pres-
ence, capture or killing of
commandos from Bouam Long
in the Sam Neua area of north-
cast Laos. Caves in ncarhy
mountains contain the head-
quarters nf the Communist-
supported Laotian rebels,

The highest priority, how-

Jhere indicates that virtually

ever, is giyen to missions that
leas & 200408404 Gk

move into  North. Vietnam

loon, hooks on and hauls him
up. _ B o
"Qualified sources here say,
meantime, that they believe
that such espionage missions
will be increased in northern
Laos, -and may be resumed
inside China itself, to sabotage
war material that—bhecause of
the mining of Haiphong—is
expecled to flow increasingly:
through China’s Yunan Prov-
ince and the l.aotian Province
of Phong Saly on ils way into.
North Vietnam.
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klndochma called
key to drug tmﬁm

- By WALTER R. GORDON
Washmgton Bureau of The Sun

i M“"

S;'

Washmgton—The author of 2 been halted under presxdennal

5forthcommg book on heroin
:smuggling told a Senate com-
‘mittee yesterday that the focus
goi opium ftraffic has shifted to
Southeast Asia, where it is con-
;trolled by “high government of(i-
;cials and abetted, directly and
lndlrcctly, by the United States.

directive but that the Air Amer-

ica operations are continuing.;:

Mr. McCoy was testifying be-
fore the Foreign Operations
Subcommittee of the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee.

In response to a question
from Senator William Proxmire

. Alfred W. McCoy, a 26-year- (D., ‘Wis), the chairman, Mr.
'old doctoral candidate who said McCoy said he believed the
he spent 18 fnonths on research, only way heroin smuggling
travel and interviews, said her- could be halted would be for
~oin traffic in South Vietnam is the U.S. to put pressure oni
. “divided among the nation’s Asian governments by cutting:
ithree dominant  military off aid.

(factions”—those: controlled by  Senator Gale W. MeGee (D,
ithe president, °
‘Thiew, the former pre51dent present, accused Mr. McCoy of
Nguyen Cao Ky, and the prime using “the vernacular of Jogz
mmlster, Tran Thien Khiem, McCarthy” .when he " charged

. He did.not present any evi- the U.S. was ‘“‘abetting” the
dence personally; linking the drug traffic merely because il
‘ three leaders :to0 the heroin. supported .and financed those
trade, however. After the hear-. who actually engaged in the
ing, hg ]commqnted that Viet- smuggling.

-pamesé leaders traditionally in- prad s ey <
sulate themselves from the ; Shifted from Turkey
dealings of .underlings -and-
there was no way of knowing {word was correct but said he

Nguyen Van Wyo.), the only other senator! |

-| Row in July or-August.

Mr. McCoy insisted that that

Laos, allegedly sold the drugto
a Chinese racketeer who was
“the silent partner in Pepsi
Cola’s Vientiane bottling plant.”

Then, according to the wit-
ness, Mrs. Nguyen Thi Ly, the
sister of General Ky, bought
the heroin and arranged for
Vietnamese Col. Phan Phung
Tien to fly the drug to Saigon
aboard planes of his 5th Air
Division.

Mr. McCoy also identified
*Gen. Ngo Dzu, recently fired as
head of the 2d Military Region
after suffering defeats at the
hands of the North Vietnamese,
and Gen. Dang Van Quang,

whom he called “Thieu’s Kissin-|
as major supporters of]

ger"s
President Thieu who are in-
volved in the drug tratfic.

l The principal international
‘agents on the drug traffic, he
jsaid, are a group of Corsicans
who first settled in Indochina in
the Nineenth Century and who
maintain liason with heroin
laboratories in France.

{ Mr. McCoy, a Ph.D. candi-
'date in Southeast Asian history
at Yale University, is the au-
thor of “The Politics of Heroin
-in Southeast Asia,” which wiil
be published by Harper and

a2

whether the three leaders weve . had not meant to suggest that| -

involved.
Evidence from research

" He added, however, that he'tage drug traffic. -
had " evidence from research! Mr. McCoy said that sihce
and interviews that their organ-! the late 1960's the - prmc1pal

i American officials were person-
lally corrupt or that the U.S.

| government intended to encour-|’

the smuggling. l\ shifted from Turkey to the gold-|
- *Most of the opium traffic in'(en triangle of Southeast Asia
northeastern Laos,” he toid the'which he estimated now pro-

Vang Pao, the Laotian general smuggled ‘into the U.S.

who commands the CIA’s mer-  The witness said he had spent
cenary army.” four months in Southeast Asia
- He said the American govern- 13st . year and had had
ment_had directly abetted the «hyndreds”. of interviews in the
heroin traffic by allowing process of researching the
L émugglers to use the CIA’s Air book. He said no official whom

and by employing Burmese hcr—’ points of his Senate testimony.
oin smugglers as intelligence | Example given

agents operating across the :
Chinese border _ The author gave this example
Tternatlonal heroin traffic:
|

BO"‘"AM?P@V‘EEF‘FO e¥

izations played ‘a key role in area of opium growing. had|

f

committee, “is controlled by duces 70 per cent of the opium}

- He said in an interview that! \Laohan chief of staff who was

the China border crossings had‘ |said to have admitted to con-

trolling opium in northwesterd}

STATOTHR
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- Charge CIA and Thieu
push hergin fo U.S. Gls

Daily World Washmgton Bureau

WASHINGTON. June 2—Alfred W. McCoy, a Yale student.
working on his doctorate, told a Senate Appropriations subcom-
mittee today that the U.S. Central Intelligence Agcncy and Sai-
gon Dictator Nguyen Var Thieu are directly involved in the shlp-‘
ment of vast quantities of opiunt and heroin to the U.S,

McCoy, who has authored a book. ‘‘The Politics of Heroin in
Southeast Asia,” debunked Presxdent Nixon's campaxgn against
heroin imported from:Turkey.”

He told the Foreign Operations subcommlttee headed by Sen. |
William Proxmire (D-Wisc), that the U.S. underworid has totally
‘recouped the loss of the Turkxsh supply by turmng to Soulheast
Asia sources.

In South Vletnam McCoy said, the opium and heroin tramc
is divided among.the nation's three dominant military factions:
Pres. Thieu's political apparatus, Prime Minister Kim's polmcal
organization, and Gen: Ky’'s politieal apparatus.

‘“Throughout the mountainous Golden, Triangle region, the

- CIA has provided substantial military support for mercenaries, -
. right-wing rebels, and tribal war lords who are actively engaged
in the narcotics traffic and ‘in Thailand the-CIA has worked
close[y with nationalist Chinese paramilitary units which control
80 to 90 percent of northern Burma’s vast opium export and man-

_ufacture high-grade heroin for export to the American market,”
McCoy testified.

“Some of President Thieu’s CIOSest supporters inside the
South Vietnamese army control the distribution and sale of he-
roin to Americans GI's fighting in Indochina.” .

“Finally U.S. agencnes have been actually involved in. certam"

aspects of the region’s drug traffic. In Northern Laos, Air' Ame- |-

rica aircraft and hehcopters chartered by the CIA have been trans-
.portmgopxum "o v . S . “T e )
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’%’t ashington
‘Bouth Vietnam’s

) presi-
dent, Tormer vice presi-
dent and prime minister
run organizations that
split control of their na-

vl 1 e

tior’s opium and heroin

irade, a mnarcotics re-
Searcher charged in Sen-
ate testimony ¥ e.strrrd'i) .

- The wimess, Alired W.
McCoy, said the South Viel-
nem narcotics ving has links
with Coisican gaugsters,
with ™ an orgenized crime
family in Florida, and with
scores of high-ranking mili-
tary officers in Souih Viet-
nam, Laos, Cambodia and

* Thatland.

- McCoy, a PhD candidate
in Southeast Asian bistory at
Yale University, testified be-
fore the Senate Appropria-
Jtions Commitiee’s subcom-
mittee on foreign operations.
He..
“months inferviewing of{fi-
cials in the United Stales,
Indochina and Xurope.

- POLITICS

KMeCoy accused American
officials of condoning and
even cooperaling with cor-
rupt elements in Southeast
Asia’s Megal drug trade out
of political and military con-
sideration.

At the State Departinent,
& spokesman said: “We are
aware of these charges, hut
we have been unable to find
- any evidence to substantiate
them, much Iess prool.”

said he had speut 18 -

et

. These ave McCoy's major

chargfe $:

" e Heroin and opjum traf-
fic in South Vietnam is divid-
ed among the political or-
gdnizations of President
Nguyen Van Thieu, former
Vice President Nguyen Cao

Ky and Prime Minister Tran -

& General Ky’s sister,
Neuyen Thi Ly, travels

ebout once a monthio Vien-
tiane, the capital of Laos, o
srrange for chipment of
packaged hevoin to Pakse or
I’Imom Penh in Cambodia.

¢ The  herein is then
picked up by transport air-
raft belonging to the South
Victnomese Filth Air Divi-
sion and flown o Saigon,

6. Until- recently AMrs.
Ky’
“‘overseas Chinese racket-
! named ITuu Tim Heng,
who used his pocition as the,
silent pavtner in the Vienti-
ans Pepsi Cola bottling plant
&8 'a cover to import a chem-
jealnecessary for the manu-
facture of heroin, McCoy
te :tlfled

@ Hen g Tou gfhtl aw opium
and morphine from General

343
ce

Ouane Rattikone, former

chief of staff of the Royal
Laotian Army.

o'General Rattikone ad-
mitted, McCoy said, that he
controlled opivm {traffic in
northwestern Laos since
1662 and controlled ihat

countrys’ largest hierainlab-.

oratory producing a high-
grade dvug for the GI mar-
ket in South Vietnam.

@ Most of the opiwm traf-
fic in northeastern Laos is
controlled by General Van
Puo, commraander of the CTA
mercenary army, he said,

@. The government of

R Y
3

¢ prime supplier was an-

BT Tt T

Thailand alleows Burmese
rebels, Nationalist Chines
firegulars and  mereennry
armies to move “enormous
hundreds of tons of Burmeése
inule caravens loaded with
opium across Thailand's s
northeru border.”

o  “Some of President
Thieu's closcst  supporters
inside the Vielnamese Army
control the disirihution and
sale of hercin fo Amﬂnuan
(1s fighting in Indechina.”

Santo 'I'vefficante Jr.,
whom he called the heir to a
Florida based infernational
crime syndicate, traveled to
Sajgon in 1908, contacted
momment members of Sal-
rgon’s Corsican criminal syn-

dicates and arranged In-
creased imports of Asien
hevoin to the United States.

MMeCoy accused Awnerican
embassies in London of

Aryving repeatedly fo cover
up the invelveraent of local
officizals in the drug {raffic.

CIA

b S Tnesqrstdreyrreedaos,’
McCoy said, “Alr Awmerica
aircraft and helciopters
chartered by the U.S. Cen-
tral Intellisence Agency
have heen transporting op-
jum harvested by the agen-

L cy’s tribal mercenaries ona

i regular Dasis.”

1. He was asked by Senator
William Proxmire (Dem.-
Wis.), the subcommitize
chairman, to produce docu-
mentation for several of his
allegations and L promlsed

1; to do so.

RMeGee

Senator Gale W,
(Dem -Wyo.) pressed J\
on his lack of prof
qualificstions, implied
materinl was one dimentisn-
al and slanted and likened
some  of his charges to
“MeCarthyism."”

Y pesent vour Implication,
Senator,” McCoy replied, in-
sisting hiz allegations
based on fact.

MeCoy fold newsmen

onal

he

¢ was fivanced in his investi- -

gations by the IPund tor In-
vestigative Journaiism, the
publishing firm of Tarper
and Row and Lrom his own

,‘\‘711 (TQ
e ~-‘u:l'ﬂh..t£ Prege

TR e
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- . A narcotics researcher has
testifieq top South Vietnamese
Jeaders control their nation’s

illegal drug frade and are:
rofiting “handsomely from
ergin sales {0 American Gis.

“ “Alfred W. McCoy, 26, said -

eontrol of heroin and opium
traffic in South Vietnam is
‘split. among the political orga-
nizations of President Nguyen
Van Thieu, former Vice Presi-
dent Nguyen Cao Ky, and
Prime Minister ~ Tran Van

" Khieum. .

- MCoy, g doctoral student in
Southeast Asian history at

. Yale University, testified yes-
.. terday before.the Senate Ap- -
- propriations Committee’s sub-

commilttee on foreign opera-

- tions.

. McCoy, son;of a career
Army officer, also said Ameri-
can officials have condoned

" and even cooperated with cor-

rupt eléments of Southeast

- Asia’s illegal drug trade for

political and military reasons._
. ‘ Stéfe’s Reply

In.reply, a State Department
spokesman said, “We are
aware of these charges, but
we have been unable te find

" any - evidence to substantiate

them, much less proof.”
- McCoy said the South Viet-

" namese Dnarcotics ring has

lirks with Corsican gangsters,
~with a Mafia family in Flori-

" da, and with scores of high-

ranking military officers in

VWASHIGGTON s7am

—

 Thieu, Ky Run Drug Trade,”
ale Student Tells Senators

civilian officials in South Viet-
nam and other Indochinese

~countries have been directly

involved in distributing heroin
to Gls fighting in Vietnam and
to addicts in the United
States, McCoy said.

He said he cenfirmed inde-
pendently an allegation by the
National Broadcasting Co. that
Gen. Dang Van Quang, a mili-
tary adviser to President
Thieu, is the “biggest pusher”
or narcotics in South Vietnam.

" Have Denied Charges

In Saigon, Thieu anhd Ky
were not immediately availa-
ble for comment on the-
charges involving them. .Both
have denieed similar charges
in the past. -

. McCoy said that Santo Traf -

ficante Jr., whcm he identified

as the heir to a Flerida-based

international crime syndicate, -

traveled to Saigon in 1968, con-
tacted prominent members of

. Saigen’s . Corsican  ¢riminal

.South Vietnam, Laos, Cambo-

dia and Thailand.

He said he interviewed offi-
cials for four months in South-
cast Asia, for two months in
Europe and for a year inthe
Uniged States. .

High-ranking military and

@0 U8/042: CIA-RDP80-01601
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syndicates and. arranged.in-
creased imports of Asian hero-

‘in to the United States.

In Tampa, Fla., a friend of
Trafficante confirmed that
Trafficante visited the Far
East in 1968, but added, “it
was strictly for pleasure.”

McCoy accused American
embassies in Indochina of cov-

ering . up involvement of local,

officials in drug traffic, a
charge denied by the State
Department,

“In northern Laos,” McCoy
sajd, *“Air America aircraft
chartered by the CIA have
been fransporting- opium har-
vested by tribal mercenaries
on a regular basis.” .

Paul Velte, the line’s man-
aging director ‘and chief exec-
uiive officer, said it is doing
ail it can in *‘a security pro-

“gram which effectively pre-

vents the carriage of drugs on

any of the airline’s equip-

ment.” - .
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Potitics: The
‘Candidates
| Rep_y

N THE EDITORIAL ESSAY “Vietnam
and the Elections” which opened
‘the April issue of RAMPARTS we
observed that the call for U.S, with-
drawal from Vietnam, once dismissed
as extremist or naive, had at last be-
come politically respectable. Withdraw-

al had in fact become the dominant
" theme. of Vietnam policy among this
_year’s’ Presidential candidates. At the

same time, we not‘cgl,'thc clear prin-
ciple of this demand was being clouded’
and distorted in the turgid mainstrcam
of American electoral debate. And-we
called upon the anti-war movement
in.the coming months “to sharpen the

. demand for withdrawal and establish
the clearest possible mandate for it.”

‘In an attempt.to follow our own ad-

_vice, RAMPARTS wrote. to each of the

Presidential candidates, presenting to
them a list of seven questions on their
plans for peace in Vietnam, We re-
ceived replies from Rep. Chisliolm,

-Sen, Humphrey, Sen. Jackson, Sen, Mc-
_Govern and .Sen. Muskie. The letters

from Chisholm, Humphrey, McGovern
and Muskic essentially consisted of the
candidates’ point-by-point responses to.

-our questions over their signatures. In

the following commentary we have
taken these questions one or two at a
time, and grouped together the answers
of these four candidates’ for compari-
son and analysis, Sen. Jackson's letter
did not direct itself to the specific ques-
tions in a parallel way, so we are print-
‘ing it in its entirety in a box on page
10.0f the Democratic candidates who
remained in the aftermath of the Wis-
consin primary only Wallace and Mec-
Carthy did not respond to our questions,
Since Rep. McCIosky had dropped out
of the rac a

Nixon dxdnt np &g’v\%:dd%&ﬁ:élé
on the Republican hopefuls

" *. We posed seven questions; while the

original numbering is maintained, the
results are discussed here in a different
order, This allows us to set out first the
.common thrust of the four candidates’
pohcms and in a sense proceed fromi the

easy questions to the hard, from the

shared assumptions to the problemahc

1mplxcat10ns L

1, S}'zafl the United States perianent-
ly withdraw all its armed forces ($bl-
diers, sailors and airmen) from Viet-

nam on the sole condition of an agree- -

ment for the repatriation of prisoners

of war, timed to coincide thh our

withdrawal?

2. Shall the U.S. similarly withdraw
its armed forces from all of Indochina
on the same single condition? What
about U.S. bases in Thailand?

CHISHOLM: T,
1. I firmly believe and stand for an
immediate total withdrawal'of afl U.S.
.forces from Vietnam;. with the sole
-ondition being an agreement for the
repatriation of prisoners of war.

2,-1 also believe that it is imperative
that we withdraw our armed forces

“from all of Indochina. I must further

support a withdrawal of U.S. influence
on the lives of those who scek a pres-
ervation of their culture.

HUMPHREY:

1. Yes.

‘2. Yes, although in regard to Thal-
land the crmcal point is that these bases
not be used for strikes in Indochina,
The question of leaving these bases al-
together is a longer term proposition,
involving issues that go beyond the
Vietnam war; this calls for further
study at the Presidential level.

McGCVERN: K
1. Yes. It is important to note, how-
ever, that leaving U.S. forces in South
Vietnam to defend the Thieu regime is
a circuitous method of achieving re-
lease of our prisoners. T am convinced
that they will be returned within the
framework of Article 118 of the Gen-
-eva Convention on prisoners of war,
which provides that prisoners wiil be
released without delay “after the cessa-
tion of hostilities,” This requires a com-
plete American disengagement from
aweli2go 1/08/04!; iIG1ASRDPS80 -

china, I want fo point out, too, that I

STATRTHE

- they leave.” I do not believe that an

‘with regard to the effect that either

"in Southeast Asia,

G1661B68bY60050001-6

do not regard this U.S. withdrawal as a
negotiating position—it is instead a.
course of action which I fully intend
to implement. The McGovern-Hatfield
Amendment did not urge the President
to negotiate our withdrawal; rather it
required withdrawal by cutting off
funds for the war,

2. Yes, The bases in Thailand have

- no justification other than to attempt to

efert U.S. influence. over the internal

politics of Southeast Asian countries.
The withdrawal must, of course, mean
an end to all military operations, in-
cluding bombing, anywhere in Indo-
china, N

MUSKIE:

1. Yes, I have consistently supported
this position in the last few years, On |
February 2, T urged that “We must sct |
a date-when we will withdraw every |
soldier, sailor, and air-man, and stop
all bombing and other American mil-
itary activity, dependent only on an
agreement for the return of our pris-
oners and the safety of our troops as

agreement for the safety of our troops
as they leave would be in any way a
problem; the basic exchange would be .|
a complete end to American military
participation in the Indochina war for
the return of our prisoners. . '
2. My proposal includes our military
activity and personnel in Vietnam,

" Laos, and Cambodia. [ would there-

fore not make use of our bascs in Thai-
land and elsewhere in Southeast Asia
for activities related to the Indochina
war. I would otherwise approach the
issue .6f bases in Thailand and clse-
where in Southeast Asia in the context
of efforts not only to promote detente
between the U.S. and China but also .

maintaining or removing our various
bases would have on the possibilities
for accommodation among Asian na-
tions themselves., Clearly, we do not
nced to maintain anything like the
number and size of bases we have now

6. Shall the U.S. set a date by which
it will carry out its withdrawal (as spe-
cified in the preceding answers) on the
same single condition of an agreement
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DESPITE furious denials
by the Thai government, evi-
-dence is mounting that mem-
bers of Thailand’s 16-man rul-
4ing council have heen cor-
‘rupted by international dope
smugglers.

As far away as this oriental
intrigue is, it directly affects
the alarming rise of crime on
America’s streets where ad-
dicts rob, housec-break and
shoplift to feed their gnaw-

7 ing heroin habits,

Reports from the Central
Intelligence Agency, and the
State, Justice and Decfense

" departments, all agree that

more and more heroin is
pouring into the United

States from Thailand, one of

- America’s closcst allies.

“Historically, this area has
not been an 1mportant source
of opium-based. narcotics for
the U.S. market. Thisis no
longer the case,”. bluniy

states a classified CIA report @

now in our hands.

Buttressing the CIA are
other U.s. intelligence
sources who allege that at
least 1wo of the 1G-man Thai
National . ‘Exccutive <Council

- protect dope smugglers.

. The official U.S. sourtes
also - describe in detail heroin
{rade involvement of a top
Bangkok police commander,
a former pnhamentnnn, a
Thai border patrol major and
a colonel in a northern Thai
army division.

‘The police official, say the.

sources, is owner of a well-
_known Bangkok massage par-
lor-brothel where heroin is
readily available from em-
ployees. Run by a woman
friend of the police official-—
who himself maintains an of-
fice in the building—the bor-
dello i3 called “The Smack
Parlor” by its American pa-
trons. “Smack” is slang . {or
heroin. )

- *While this and other dope.

.-hangouts have long operated:

openly under the noses of
Thailand’s rulers, the luera-
tive up-country opium trade
has been changing dramati-
cally since this January. ~
Crude morphine base from
the Thai-Burma-Laos border
‘s no longer processed almost
exchmvely
Ties of Bangk

- Amcrican

Smugglers M@mo
y Thai Connection
1

nstead, Royal Laotian Alr

" Foree fliers and a few pilots

- with millions in

/Iumn s documented reports

GT0N POST

- been Involved in drug trafflc ‘
“for some years.”. o
< Yet, despite all this evi-”
dence of official Thai corrup-
tion, the United States con-
tinues to supply Thailand
Amecerican:
arms. And the Thai govern-
‘ment smugly dismisses this

f heroin in high Thai places

of the CIA-run Air Amer ica as “slanderous accusations.” ”

now airlift much of the mor-
phine to warchouses in the
uciolden - Triangle”
TThailand’s northern boracer. -

The warchouses arc duli-
fu]]y prolected by corrupt
senior officials of the Royal
Thai Army and the Thai bor-
der patrol who take a cul of
the profits.

VWhen the warehouses are
bulging with illieit moxphme

base, chemists from Talwan
fly in, the sources say. They
are ceremoniously welcomed
by. remnants ol the old Na-
{ionalist Chinese divisions
driven from Red China and
now. living off the land in
Thailand. ‘

No longer under Taiwan's
control, the Nationalist vet-
crans now support {hem-
selves in the dope trade. The
Chinese chemists work night
‘and day {or 30 days, earning
as high as $10,000 for convert-
ing the morphine base to
pure heroin.

Then the Royal Laotian Air

along:

FOR A welcome change,.
the government is going to
get some return from one of
its  administrative  srills,
White House protogmyﬁler
Ollie  Atkins accompanted
President Nixon {o Red
»China- and heiped put to-
gether a book called “The"
President's Trip 1o China.”
Atkins' share, instead of
going into his pocket, will go
to the federal hmsuu along
with a check from his pub-
lisher for the piciures. An-
other Atkins book, “Eve omw
Nixon,” will provide royalties
to the American Red Cross.

© 1972, United Fealure Syndicate _ .

Force and an occasional Air -

Ameriea pilot, who pretends
he is unaware of his cargo,
{ferry out the newly processed
white powder. This time it
goes to distribution points in
Bangkok, Vientiane and
other Southeast Asian cities.

From there, it is trans-
shipped to the United States,
intellizence offi-
cers are even fearful some
may get
KC-135 {anker pilanes which
fly direcily to the United
States from Thailand. The
planes or crews are rarely

aboard Air Force:

checked properly by U.S. cus--

toms. .

In Hong Kong,
tant trans-shipment point,
British officials are
scething over the corruption

an impor-"

also .

of the Thai government offi-”

cials. Somec proof of this dis--
may is contained in a cau-’

tious, classified cable from

David Osborn, American con-.

sul in Hong Kong, o Secre-
tary of State William Rogers.

Dated March 27, the cable
uiges secerecey, then conflides:
“Hong Kong narcotics offi-
cials have long-standing be-.

A
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. of our GIs around the world. T am hopeful

that U.S5.0, will continue to scrve them In
. the future. But I am afratd that from what
I have been told, that there has been a geri-

ous scandal within U.8.0. that may possibly’

reach the very highest lcvels of adminlistra-
tion officers in the organization.

If I can be of any further assistance to you
ot to anyone else in U.S.0. in conducting
this investigation, please do not hesltate to
call upon me,

- Sincerely,
. - Lrs ASPIN,
Member of Congress.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, D.C., May 3, 1972.
The Honorable MeLVIN R, LaIRD,
Secretary of Dejense, Department of Defense,
The Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

Dear MR. SECRETARY: AS you may know, I
have been investigating the current scandal
in the United Services Organization.

I share your concern that some individuals
within U.8.0. have been responsible for al-
legedly illegal acts, U.S.0. has been of great
service over the years to many of our GIs
around the world, but it {3 becoming increas-
ingly apparent if these allegations are true,
that a major scandal, possibly reaching the
highest admmistmtion levels of . U.5.0., has
ocecurred,

I am enclosing the testimony which I
have released recently, which I hope may be
of assistance to you in p\usumg the investi-

. gation.
Thank you vexy much for your attention
1;0 this matter, ’
. Smcerely
LES ASPIN,
Member of Congress.

MR. HARRINGTON IN VIETNAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the Iouse, the gentle-
man from Massachuselts (Mr, O’NEILL)
is recognized for 15 minutes.

Mr. O’'NEILL. Mr. Speaker, our col-
league (Mr. HARRINGTON) recently re-
turned from an official inspection trip to
South Vietnam and Thailand. e was ac-
" companied on his trip by Willlam Was-
his former adwministrative as-
sistant, who is a newspaperman by pro-
fession. On their return, Mr, Wasserman
wrobe an interesting and thoughtful re-
view of their activities which was printed

in the North Shore newspapets, which

Mr. Wasserman publishes.

Because of their compelling interest on
f subject of critical importance to all of
us, I insert these articles by Mr. Wasser-
man into'the Recorp at this time:

AR WaR SpCrRECY 1S MosT FRIGHTENING
) (By Bill Wasserman)

You can be frightened after a week in
Southeast Asia that U.S. policy 1s not suc-
cessful,

You can be even more frightencd when you
see that we are rigldly pursuing that same
policy of failure, and perhaps widening it
to include Thailand.

But you can be most frightened by the ef-
fort of the U.S. government to conceal the
whole business {rom the U.B, public, and even

- from a Congressman who voles the authori-
zation for all U.$, military programs.

After three days of intensive brieflngs and
tours of the five U.S. alr bases in Thailand,
Congressinan  Harrington learned frora a
newsman that several shifts in squadrons
and alrcraft were shortly anticipated which
would increase the fighter squadrons in the
area,

.Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6
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“That hewsman's information is remark-
ably good,” we were told by an Air Force
officer,

“Why wasn't T told about 112" asked Cong .
Harrington,

“You didn’t ask,” sald the Alr Force ofﬁcer.

Al Udorn Air Bage 'in Thailand, a clvillan
pilor staying in the civilian hotel where I
was billeted told mie very openly that all Alr
Amerlca helicopter "flights oven Laos origi~

nated from Udorn Air Base. Air Amerlca is aJ

coritract airline paid by the American gov-
ernment, and presumed to be a CIA oper-
ation.

When Congressman Harrington asked the
base commander at Udorn, “What 1s that
squadron of helicopters over there?” pointing
to the lined up aircraft,

“¥ don’t know, sir,” sald tlie base com-
mander, *“Those are contract flights and I
don’t know anything about them.”

A press association reporter who has spent
five years in Thajland and has consistently
sought to report on American air bases there,
as reporters freely do in Vietnam, sald that
he has been unable to obtain permlssion to
go on the bases. “The U.S. officials say ‘Ask
the Thais.” The Thais say ‘Ask the U.8."” .

Craig Whitney, chief of the N.¥. Times
burean; Peter Osnos, Washington Post; Kim
Willenson, United Press International; Don
Sutheriand, Christian Science Monitor—they
have all tried and so far been refused per-
mission to report first hand on the U.S. air
war being waged out of Thailand.

Yet the U.S. has about 26,000 alrmen in
Thailand and its five bases account for about
5 milllon dollars a day. We have invested
billions of dollars in ‘Thailand, and from
these bases we are bombing Laos, Cambodia,
Vietnam, and now North Vietnam. We have
nearly twice 8s many airmen in Thailand as
tn Vietnam. It is & gigantic 'effort, but it is
c¢oncealed from the U.S. public.,

One reason given for concealing the air-
war from the U.S. is “security’—

But memasans, Thai women, come on the
U.S. bases in droves every day to do the house
chores of the U.S, airmen. They clean the
barracks. They wash airmen's clothes. With
their cildren, and thelr washtubs, and their
picnic lunches, they make a colorful sight
squatling between the GI barracks at lunch
hwour. Along with Thal men who work on the
base, they can easily be the cover for any
hostile agent sceking. general information
about the airbase. To suggest that what they
know as common knowledge cannot be avail-

-ablg to the American public just doesnt

make .gense.

PRACTICES A POLICY OF MAKE-BELIEVE
(By Bill Wisserman)

(North Shore Wecklies” publisher Bill
Wasserman traveled with Cong. Michael J.
Harrington to Vietnamin and ‘hailand for 10
days from March 29 to April 8. In Vietnam
they visited Saigon and DaNang. In Thatl-
land, they were in Bangkok and Udorn, and
Mr. Harrington visited four other air bases.
Harrington spent his days belng briefed on
the military opcmtions which he, a5 & mem-
ber of the Armed Services Committee, over-
seas, Wasserman interviewed airmen, civilians
and ncwsmen.)

Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker, tall, patri-
clan and gracious, leaned forward. his hands
folded, and said, “You must look at the
whole plecture, not just:the mlilitary. You
must see the economic side too. The military,
however, is now working.”

That was less than three woeks aﬂ'o.

Ambassador Bunker had received me be-
fore Congressman Harrington’'s arrival iIn
Salgon because he- was leaving for a week's
trip over Easter to visit his wife, the U.S.
Ambassador to Nepal,

It was & calm, sunny day in Saigon, We
sat In comfortable chalrs at one end of the

SOUTHEAST ASIA, WHERE THE UNITED ST.\TESJ

Ambassador's large, air conditioned office Ir
the embassy, The Ambassador’s youngest so
had been my roommate in school for tw
Years, and now, after catching up on family
histories, he told me about Vietnam.

The U.S, initially had failed, said Mr
Bunker, to appreciate the need to provid
the wherewithal for the South Vietnamese.
“It was a new experlence for the U.8. to he
involved in a civil war and a war. from
without at the same time.”

The Tet offensive in 1968, psychologically
a8 blow to the U.S,, had been the source of
Iresh determination by the Vietnamese, con-
tinued Bunker. They.saw the nced to be bet~
ter armed, and, the Ambassador-observed, the
U.5. supplied M-16's. The ARVN (Army of the
Republic of Vietnam) was modernized and
expanded and now numbered 1.1 illion,

" 'The "Ambassador dwelt on the economlic
development in the south, “I drove recently
with President Thieu through the country-
side. The farmers used to have bicycles, Now
they have Hondas and tractors, radios and
tv's, outboard motors for their sampans.”

He urged me to arrange an air trip for
Cong. Harrington over the delta to see the
prosperity and to see, also, to the north to-
wards An Loc-—now the scene of desperate
fighting—how air interdiction had not
meant total destruciion but sclected destruce
tion.

What Bunker was clearly saylng was that
Vietnamization was working, that we should
on this trip pay attention to the broad, civil-
lan achievements under President Thilew. Ife
mentioned land reform, specifically.

As the interview drew to a .close, the erect
septogenarian who had completed a success«
Tul business carecr before joining the govern-
ment, noted that he had served five Presi- -~
dents., “Of course, I expected to stay here a
much shorter time.”

He smiled and deseribed how President
Nixon had arranged for him to visit his wife
in Nepal regularly, “But that was impossible,
It was so busy here—seven days a week,
it uged to be. It's hetter now,"” and he made
o little joke about how he had to make this
particular trip because his wife surcly would
not permit him to be absent over Laster,

Forty-cigzht hours later, the North Viet-
namese offensive was underway. And within
those few hours, Quang Tri and Hue, major
bastions in the north, were threatened,

The American public at home was also calm
as our trip to Viectnam took shape. One local
newspaper e¢ven queried, “Why go?” Cong.
Harrington, their editorial suggested, would
o better to stay home and tend to his dis-
trict. Going to \’mmam now, they sald, was
a junket.

In general it seemed the American public
felt that the war was almost over. Cakunlties
had almost disappeared—U.S, casualtics, at
least. Our troops were leaving. The air war?
What was that? A distant war, Cong. Har-
rington sald it needed secing, it needed ex-
posure. He suspected, but could not get firm
figures that it was costing $10 to $20 billion
dollars o year, and devastating threce coun-
tries.

A gentle brecze swayed the palm trees over
the ornate Buddhist temple while sallron

-robed young men, monks in training, strolled

by. This was Thailand, where the people,
commented the Alr Force captain escorting
me, were “very easy going and gentle,” and
where the U.S. now maintains its major
Southeast Asian air bases.

Down the dirt road in front of the pagoda
walked a young couple hand in hand. Ho
was ohviously American in his khakl trousers
and sport shirt. She was obviously Thal.
“Who would that be?" I asked.

“One of the guys from *the base, and his
girl,” was the reply.

I was in Udorn, 30 miles from the uz\otlau
border and the location of our Inrgest fighter
base in Thalland,
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" - CIA and Mercenary Air Forces

CIA and local Asian air forces are playlng a. grow1ng role 1n the air war as the Administration
There is abundant documentation pointing to the

sceks to minimize overt American involvement.

STATOTHR

participation of these air forces in opium smuggling as well as in combat. (See Raggarts 4/71 for

a fuller account.)

Local Asian air forces--supplied, maintained and directed by Amerlcan "adv1sors"r-are doing

an incrcasing amount of the bombing.

The size of the Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF) has increased

dramatically, and the Royal Lao Air Force (RLAF), the Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF), and the Cambo-

" dian Air Force at slower rates.

Although all the aircraft are piloted by Asians, Amerlcans do

everythlng else, from directing bomb loading to spotting for strikes.

Air Amerlca and Continental Airlines, privately owned, profit-making companies, -operate
under CIA direction and wage much of the supportive air war in Laos and Cambodia,

The '"charter"

. companies' planes perform- troop transport and supply functions, spot for bombers, and engage in

. rescuc operations for downed pilots. Air Force helicopters,

he11c0pter gunships and giant.

C-130 cargo planes are '"rented'" to Air America for $1 a year in Laos.

IlllIlIlllIlIlllEIllilllll!lllﬂllﬁ!lIlﬂﬂllbillllllllilllllllIllllllIIIII!Iliﬂlll!llllﬂﬂll!l!ﬁﬂIlﬁ!l!nllnﬂﬁllﬁlﬁi!llllHHEIBBEIEIIE!IHE!

. o ASIAN AIR FORCES

“American.aid. to'VNAF FY 1970-72:.$922 million
American aid to RLAF, FY 1970-72: $128 million
(DoD, CR . 8/3/71) ’

“"The Nixon Doctrine . . was premised
on the assumption . . of increased U.S.
military assistance."
~ (Undersecy. of State U. Alexis Johnson, ry
1972 DoD Authorization Hearlngs)

"An 1mportant factor in carrying out the
Nixon Doctrine will be-our military assistance
. program. We are requesting 48 million for de-
: velopment and 70.4 million for procurement of
the International Fighter. In addition, we
are requesting 10 million for initial spares
This aircraft is nceded to provide an air de-
fense capability for [our]) Asian allies."
(Secy. of Air Force Robert C. Scamans, FY
1972 Senate DoD Appropriations Hearings)

“Sen. Symington: “Are we going to tontinue to
put these billions into Southeast Asia? 1Is
that the overall plan in the U.S. today?"
Secy. Seamans: '"For the for'secable future we
are going to continue to spend sizeable dol-
lars in Southeast Asia."

(Ibid.)

VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE

“South Vietnamesec military officers con-
tinue to deal in large quantities of heroin
and to transport it around South Vietnam in
military aircraft."

(Rep Robert H. Steele, House Subcommittee on’
Europe, 7/7/71) ’

'1/69  approx. 100  approx. 125 approx. 575

1/72 (total FW & heli. 750+) 1,000+
. 1/73*% -300-400 500-600 . 1,200
*projected '

. VNAF INVENTORY

", Fixed Wing Heli-  Total, inc:
Year  Attack Aircr. copters  Cargo, rccon.

(1969 and 1973 figures, Cornell study,
1972 flgures, DoD) ' -

VNAF PERSONNEL

1968; 20,000 (sllghtly undcr)
1972 (Jan.): 45,000 .
1973%: 50,000
*projected
(Ibid.)}
VNAF ATTACK SORTIES _
Year Indochina . Laos Cembodia
1968 2,250/mo. none none
1970 3,150/mo. none 820
1971%* '3,490/mo. 40 1,100

*as of July, 1971
(Cornell study)

"Mr. Seamans acknowledged that the Viet-
namese. 'will never be able to build the capa-
bility to do all that the United States Air
Force has. been doing ‘in Laos. The Vietnamese
Air Force . . . does not possess either B-52s
or F-4s, the jet planes that do most of the
trail bombing, and there are no plans,’ Mr
Seamans said, 'to give it any.'"

sixth AbRLOVed Ft BER 45k idéﬁ/b%/d‘i CIA- RBP"‘§6gow1h§‘6n1e§ogYo%obzc{367c)lc))1-6

{Michael Getler, Post 1/14/72)
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CransTon) Is now recognized for 15 min-
utes. . -
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR -

Mr. CRANSTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that two of my as-
sistants may have the privilege of the
floor during this debate on Vietnam:
Murray Flander and Ellen Frost.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

- -pore. Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CRANSTON. Mr, President, my

' purpose, and the purpose of other Sena-

-

tors participating in arranging this dis-
cussion of hostilities in Vielnam, was
merely to focus the attention of the Sen-
ate and, hopefully, through that process
the attention of the country, on the
tragic developments in Southeast Asia.

I have done my best to insure that
there will be a presentation of views from
various stances supportive of present pol-
icies and the questioning of present poli-
cies in Vietnam during the course of
this discussion.

The rules and procedures of the Sen-
ate as to the allocation of time to each
Senator may make this presentation
slightly jerky and perhaps a bit dis-
orderly at times, but I am hopeful, as
are others who hold varying and con-
trary views of what is occurring in Viet-
nam, that we will hava a real presenta-
tion of the various . alternatives, the
various views, and the various questions
that so many of us have in differing ways
ahout Vietnam,

‘The first question is: Is this war really
winding down? Is the administiation
successful in winding down the Vietnam
war?

It seems to me that this war is winding
up and winding sideways, to the air, the

_ set, and to neighboring parts of Indo-

ching, rather than winding down. It is
still very much an American war.

The total numbér of plane losses and
combat casualties has jumped to new and

stagegering heights. "The number of heli-.

copters and fixed-wing planes shot down
over Vietnam has climbed to at least
7,419. This fizure pushes the cost of lost

" afrplanes to a shocking $7 billion.

According to a study prepared by the
Indochina Resource Center and Project
Alr War, one American has been shot
down and either captured or listed as
missing in action once every 3 days since
President Nixon took offce.

The number of B-~52's in the area has
¢limbed to 130, surpassing the 1968 peak.
At least 20 U.S, Marine F-4 fighter-
bombers have been sent from Japan. An-
other 20 F-105 Thunderchief fichter-
bombers have been sent from the United
Btates, The Air Force’s 20th Tactical Air
Support Squadron, comprised of spot-
ter and attack planes, will not be leaving
Vietnam as planned. The. total number
of attack planes is now about 600.

"Elsewhere, thosuands more Ameri-
cans still form part of the war effort in
addition to those inside Vietnam. Some
45,000 air personnel fly bombing missions
over Vietnam from bases outside Viet-
namese borders,

In the coastal waters, the American
armada s swelling toward 47,000 men
on almost 50 ships. Naval strength in-
cludes two cruisers, at least a dozen de-

Tarriers. An amphibious landing
force from the 7ih Fleet, comprised of
a helicopter carrier and 2,000 nsen, has
been shifted to Vietnamese waters.

The number of ships and Navy per-
sonnel now off the coasts of Vietnam is
the highest since Lyndon Johnson left
office. The number of B-52’s now flying
combat missions in Indochina is the
highest since Lyndon Johnson left office.
Hanoi and Haiphong are being subjected
to American air attacks for the first time
since Lyndon Johnson left office. In fact,
this is the first time in the history of this
increasingly futile and tragic war that
those population centers have been at-
tacked by our heavy strategic bombers.

The recent intensification of the air
war over North Vietham shows no more
signs of halting the fighting in the South
now than in the past. The Department
of Defense has estimated that Commu-
nist forces require only 15 to 30 tons of
imported material per day to maintain a
moderate level of fighting in the South.
This amount can be carried in 10 to 15
trucks, 75 to 150 bicycles, or cn human
backs. ) .

While the air, war Is becoming more
impersonal and remote for Americans,
the same cannot be said for those on the
receiving end of the bomb delivery sys-
tem. Planes are still routinely armed
with antipersonnel and incendiary bombs
which inflict hideous suffering. Antiper-
sonnel boembs include: Pineapple bomb-
lets, each bearing 250,000 stecl pellets:
Guava bombs, with each sortie releas-
ing 400,000-500,000 ball bearing pellets;

and Flechette or nail bomblets, each of "

which contains several hundred l-inch
barbed nails capable of shredding mus-
cles and tissues and difficult to remove.

Incendiary bombs include not just the
infamous napalm, but white phosphorus
and NPT as well. White phosphorus con-
tinues to burn slowly inside the body and
can usually be extinguished only when
it reaches the bone. Needless to say, the
pain is unspeakable and totally unjusti-
filable. NPT, or napalm-phosphorus-
thermite, is the most destructive of all
and can be applied to a large area. On the
ground, so-called “area denial” mines
can be laid by the thousands.
Dragontooth and Gravel mines will not
destroy a truck tire, but they will blow off
a foot. The Spider mine or WAAPM—
wide area antipersonnel mine—has eight
fine wire which, when tripped, hurl ball
bearing-like pellets for approximately
197 feet. !

Yet what can all of this accomplish?
According to the Pentagon papers, a CIA
bombing study dryly concluded as early
as May 1967 that “27 months of Amevi-
can bombing have had little effect.”

There is no historical evidence -that
massive bombing has ever succecded in
breaking the morale of troops fighting
elsewhere. A careful and scholarly study
of the social impact of bomb destruction
reports that—

Studies made of troop morale after news
had reached them of casualties and other air-
rald losses during World War IT disclosed no
evidence that the efficiency of troops had
been substantially reduced or that desertions
had increased. . ’

The -

19, 1972

This M 18 !rog a Eook by Mr.

Fred Ikié entitled “The Social Impact of
Bomb Destruction,” which was published
by the University of Oklahoma Press.

Bombing North Vietnam has simply
not worked. There is a slight’ difference
in the strategic situation now, with a
more massive use of troops and more con-
centration of forces, but bombing tar-
gets in North Vietnam certainly does not
relate to the immediate events on _the
battlefields far from those areas.

The failure of bombing raids can be
documented elsewhere in Southeast Asia
as well. According to figures gathered by
Project Air War, 150,000 tons of bombs
have been dropped on Cambodia since
May 1970, but guerrillas control from 70
percent to 90 percent of the territory. In
Laos, bombing undertaken since May
1964 has included a devastating 500,000
sorties dropping 1.5 million tons of
bombs. And yet Communist forces control
at least two-thirds of Laotian territory
today.

What justification is there, then, for
this hecavy bombing today? -

Nowadays all operations in the Indo-
china theater are primarily justified in
the name of protection of our troops.
That is what Secretary Laird said yester-
day. That is what President Nixon has
sald in recent days. |

This protection apparently is being
used primarily as a legal reason and not
as a strategic reason. There are questions
as to what lezal justifications there are
now that we have repealed the Gulf of
Tonkin joint resolution providing for re-
sorting to this force throughout South-
east Asia. .

At the current stage of the fighting,
the threat posed to the wvast bulk of
American forces cannot possibly provide
an excuse for extending the bombing to
the 20th parallel. The purpose of these
raids is clearly punitive, not protective.:

Mr. MOSS. Mr. President, will the dis-
tinguished Senator from California yield?

Mr. CRANSTON. Mr. President, I am
delighted to yicld to my distinguished
friend, the Senator from Utah.

Mr. MOSS. Mr. President, I first want
to congratulate the Senator from Cali-
fornia for bringing this matter before
the Senate. -

It scems to me that there is no more
timely or important discussion that we
could be holding at this time in the Scn-

ate than the discussion of what is now -

going on in Indochina, and particularly

in North Vietnam. It is my understand- -

ing from watching the television that the
great emphasis that is being placed on
the bombing of Haiphong and Hanoi is
that it is done in order to protect our
troops and, for that reason, is fully and
thoroughly justifiable because it is pso-
tecting American lives,

I, of course, have observed the map of
Vietnam a number of times, In fact, I
visited Vietnam about 4 years ago and
observed the Tet offensive when it was
raging at its height. However, in miles,
how far away would Haiphong and Hanoi
be from the nearest American troops?
Does the Senator have any idea of that
distance?

Mr. CRANSTON. The distance is over
250 miles. :

~
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" survey trip there. He has re-
- ported that owing to wide-

© bulkers” for cmergency move-
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s Plans to
-$130-Million

Cave Dacca
More in Aid

A
VWASHINGTON, .
Tho Unitzd States is planning
1o commit $130-millien in re-,
lief assistancé to Bangladech:

bcfgr'e the end of the currentjsceds.
fiscal year on June 30, senior|

Administration officials havel
said; . o
Meanwhile, there were indi-

cations from reliable sources!

that a joint World Bank-United supplies from 8o Tomé lsland

Natjons survey of urgent recon-;
struction needs in Bangladesh
might Jead to a call on the
United States and other inter-
national domors for an addi-!
tional $600-million for the com-!
ing year.

The Uniled Stat:s formally
yeeognized Bangladesh on Tues-

By BENJAMIN WELLES | i

Spccfal to 1he New York Times

Aprit  8—{procurement olf"roofing mate-

.day. Secretary of State Villiam
P. Rogers, in a statement Jis-!
tritted (to the press, said that:
the United States intended 1o,
be “helpful” as the new nation!
of 70 million Bengals “face its:
immense task of relief and re-
-consiruciion.” -
Maurice J. Williams, Deputy|
Administraidr of the Agency!
for ;International Davelopment,
which is coordinating American!
relief cfforts, said in an inter-

view that the $130-million still' 7

to he committed represented the:
oremainder of the $200-million’
appropriated  for Bangladesh!

relicf by Congress on March S.!

Breakdown of $70-idiilion |
The $70-million alreadyv com-|
mitted, he said, included $31-!
million recently given to the
United Nations in cash for im-|
mediate needs in the arca; $4-;
million baing used to huy United:
States tricks recquested by thei
United Nations and $7-million!
granted to various private
American  voluntary agencies
operating in Bangladesh. In ad-
dition, Mr. Williams said, $27-
million . had previously been
provided for Bengali refugees in
Incia. )
named head of United Nations
relied operations in Rangladesh,
has ‘recenitly returned from a

spread disruption of communi-;
cations, urgent needs include
the. charter of aircraft, tugs,
barges and shallow-draft “mini-

ment of foof grains up rivers

needs include cargo-handling

44e N0 TraI0N : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6

Other,

. e

rials. cement, fue!, fertilizer,
power tillers, irrigatvion pumps
and  high-yield  variety rice

Mr. Williams said that aid
officials would confer here
on Tuesday with Russell P,
O'Quinn, a {ormer Douglas air-
craft test pilot who flew relief

into Biafra during the 1967-70
Nigerian civil war.

Mr. O'Quinn, who heads the
Foundation for Airborne Relief,
a non-profit organization based
in Long Deach, Calif., recently
visited Bangladesh.

Aid officials said that they

were preparing to grant Mr.
O'Quinn $1.5-million to launch
an emergency food - dropping
vrogram in Bangladesh using
two Boeing C-97 cargo planes,
two Bell helicopters and two
Cessna- 183 amphibians with
pontoons. Mr, O'Quinn said in
an interview that his pilots
would use g “double-bag” food-
dropping technique devised in
Laos by Air America, a Central
Intolligence Agency unit.
The inner bag, packed with’
pounds of rice or other food.
grains, bursts on impact, but 80
per cent of the focd is retained
by the outer looser bag of tough
plastic, he explained.

Since the United Nations is-
sued a world appeal Feb. 18 for
$440 - million for urgent relief
needs in Bangladesh, more than
$400-million has been donated.
About $1153-million of this has
beenn pledged by the United
States in food grains and other
forms, aid officials reported.

7
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Washington Post Staff Writer

DANAI\ G—The Soviet Union
has improved North Vietnam.
ese aircraft defenses, accord-

iing to U.S. pilots here.

Y They said the relatively safe

~layer between the low-altitude

i 57-mm. antiaireraft  guns,
which are radar-dirccted, and

+ the high-altitudc SAM-2 mis-

siles is now harder o find.

Q3T

3 h‘i&mm Improves -
Ts Air D@ﬁf@ﬁ@@@v
f .;,{
EJ S. Pilots Say

C-123 crew downed earlier m
the same area.

Hanoi on Sunday claxmed
that a high altitude B-52 was
shot down over Vinhlinh in
the eastern portion of the De-
militarized Zone. The U.S. Air
Force denied the claim.

If the- pilots are right in

erediting North Vietnam wilh

STATOTHR

.".

‘ belter air defenses, and there
“know what technical improve- }is no reason to doubt them,
~'ments were made in the So- this will complicate their JOb
viet air defenses bul listed the of assisting South Vietnamese
following as among the possi-,troops under attack in the
- bilities: an improved radar-,‘northern portion of the coun-
aiming system for the 57-mm.itry.

antiaircraft guns, Soviet tech-{ Jusl suppressing the antiair-
_nicians making adwstmentstcraft fire to clear the way for

on the ground in North Viet-ibombing runs could cost the
“nam to improve-both rang,e 1United States and South Viet-

and accuracy. inamese an unusually high
A further complication, the|uumber of planes if the air de-
. pilots said, is that the Northifenses indeed are more effec- , '

Vietnamese have moved SAM- 'tu' ) - ‘

2 rockets and antiaireraft guns
7 southward to protect more

effectively their troops ad-

vancing in Military Region 1.

One tragic bit of evidence of -
the improved air defenses
came several wecks ago when
the chief pilot of Air Ameri-;
can had his leg shot off while |
sitting in the rear of an air-
craft. flying at about 13,5001
feet over northern Laos where
the Chinese have been build-
ing a road.

James Ryan, the chief pﬂot
for the ClA-financed airline,
was dropping pamphlets out
of a small plane when he was
hit by what fellow pilots be-
lieve was a 57-ram. shell. The
pamphlets Ryan was dropping
offered a reward for any infor-
imation about the whereahouts
Aof the crew of an Air America

o

Pilots interviewed did not

-~ 'l." :

y
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VICTOR MARCHETYII -

Mr. Marchetti was on the director’s staff of the CIA when
he resigned from the agency two years ago. Since then, his
novel The Rope-Dancer has been published by Grosset &

‘Dunlap; he is now working on a book-length critical analysis

of the ClA.

The Central Intelligence Agency’s role in U.S. foreign af-
fairs -is, like the .organization itself, clouded by secrecy
and confused by misconceptions, many of them deliberately
promoted by the CIA with the cooperation of the news
media. Thus to understand the covert mission of this
agency and to estimate its value to the political leadership,
one -must brush myths aside and penectrate to the sources
and circumstances from which the agency draws its au-
thority and support. The CIA is no accidental, romantic
aberration; it is exactly what those who govern the country
intend it to bé—the clandestine mcchanism whereby the
executive branch influences the internal affairs of other
nations, : . -

In conducting such operations, particularly those that
are inherently risky, the ClA acts at the direction and with
the approval of the President or his Special Assistant for
National Security Affairs. Before initiating action in the
field, the agency almost invariably establishes that its oper-
ational plans accord with the aims of the administration
and, when possible, the sympathies of Congressional lead-

tial individuals and institutions outside government is also
sought.) CIA directors have been remarkably well aware
of the dangers they court, both personally and for the
agency, by not gaining specific official sanction for their

covert operations. They are, accordingly, often more care-

ful than are administrators in other areas of the burcau-
cracy to inform the White Housg of their activities and to

- seek Presidential blessing. To take the blame publicly

for an occasional operational blunder is a small price to
pay in return for the protection of the Chief Executive and

~ the men who control the Congress. .

The U-2 incident of 1960 was viewed by many as an
outrageous blunder by the CIA, wrecking the Eisenhower-
Khrushchev summit conference in Paris and setting U.S.-

- Soviet relations back several years. Within the inner circles

of the administration, however, the shoot-down was
shrugged off as just one of those things that happen in the

- chancy business of intelligence. After attempts to deny

responsibility for the dction had failed, the President openly
defended and even praised the work of the CIA, although
for obvious political rcasons he avoided noting that he had
authorized the disastrous flight, The U-2 program against
the USSR was canceled, but work on its follow-on system,
the A-11 (now the SR-71,) was speeded up. Only the
launching of the reconnaissance satellites put an end to
espionage against the Soviet Union by manned aircraft.
The A-11 development program was completed, neverthe-
less, on the premise that it, as well as the U-2, might be
useful clsewhere. i

41§7sz‘,m§§ﬁ"ﬁ@d'ldﬁ?eo1

- cominittee, which ti

.longer thought worth
ers. (Sometimes the endorsement or assistance of influen- continued under improvea cover. A tew ot the larger

After the Bay of
feel the sting of Pre;
the agency had its
because it failed in
overthrow Castro, C
the top of the agenc

tration, the agency :
tices, Throughout th
tine operations again
the same time, and :
agency deeply involv
ing regimes in Laos

When the Nation:
the CIA in 1967, s
cxposed the agency’
labor and cultural ¢
funding conduits, ne
tried to restrict the
Senator Fulbright's a
trol over the CIA h:
was simply told by P
and get on with its b
formed to look into
Secretary of State, th
of the CIA. Some «
because they had be

operations went on under almost open CIA sponsorship,
Radio Free Europe, Radio Liberty and Air America being
examples. And all the while, the CIA was conducting a
5500 million-a-year private war in Laos and pacification/
assassination programs in Vietnam,

The reorganization of the U.S. intelligence commu-
nity late last year in no way altered the CIA’s mission as
the clandestine action arm of American foreign policy.
Most of the few changes are intended to improve the finan-
cial management of the community, especially in the mili-
tary intelligence services where growth and the technical
costs of collecting information are almost out of control.
Other alterations are designed to improve the meshing of
the community’s product with national security planning
and to provide the White House with greater control
over operations policy, However, none of that implics a
reduction of the CIA’s role in covert foreign policy action.
In fact, the extensive review conducted by the White House
stafl in preparation for the rcorganization drew heavily on
advice provided by the CIA and that given by former
agency officials through such go-betweens as the influential
Council on Foreign Relations. Earlier in the Nixon Admin-
istration, the Council had responded to a similar request
by recommending that in the future the CIA should con-
centrate its covert pressure tactics on Latin American,
African and Asian targets, using more foreign nationals as
agents and relying more on private U.S. corporations and
other institutions as covers. Nothing was said about reduc-
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"By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
Special to The Star

i PAKSE, South Laos — Air
America helicopter crewmen
returned here to their base
tired but exhilarated Friday,
after rescuing 15 American
alrmen downed on the Ho Chi
Minh trail 75 mxles east of
Pakse.

~ The downed airmen were
the crew of the American
‘AC130 Spectre gunship shot
down by Communist gunfire

Q@‘

over the trail Thursday eve-

ning.

.The search drama began in

the middle of a Pakse cocktail
party when the veteran U.S.
air operations controller
known as the Gray Fox was
called out as the first news of
the downed aircraft came over
the air.
« The first report was that the
aircraft had been-downed near
Chavane on Route 95, a main
part of the trail running over
South Laos’ Kasseng plateau,
but Air America H34 helicop-
ters and U.S. Air Force Jolly
Green giants found the downed
crewmen scattered over a
wide area,

““Some people were 45 miles
apart,” an American rescue
.crewman sald. An Air Force
‘Jolly Green Giant pulled-eight
downed Americans out, leav-
‘ing the remainder to slow
‘moving, virtually unarmed Air
America Sikorskys. “I think
we picked up the last two,” an
Air America crewman said,
“These guys were really good.
‘Sandys’ kept the enemy in
their bunkers. They just kept
going at it. I couldn’t see the
first guy. I thought he wasina
camouflage suit, but it was a
gray flight suit. I saw his face

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6

WASHI

—

when he looked up about 100

feef below the hoist. That hoist !

seemed to be coming up about
a foot a minute.” The hoist is
a device lowered into thick fo-
liage to pick up downed crews.

“The other guy said he
didn’t know where he was but
1 told him to puff that smoke,”
the grinning crewman said.
U.S. aircrews in Asia usually
carry smoke canisters which
give off a colored smoke to
mark their position.

“Sandys’’ are U.S. Air Force -

piston engined Skyraiders.
They- strafed North Vietnam-
ese troops around downed
crewmen and are credited
with silencing at least one ene-
my antiaircraft piece.

Enemy Truck Reported

Another American said he
saw a Communist truck just
before making his pickup. Air
America crews credited the
Skyraiders’ downed crews’
calmness and controller Gray
Fox for the successful pickup.

Air America is a private
company chartered to CIA,
U.S. Aid and other America
government agencies. One of
its specialties in Laos is
search and rescue in combina-
tion with USAF Jolly Green
Giants based in Northeast
Thailand, Jolly Greens, the
H53 rescue helicopter, is flown
ip Laos by a U.S. Air Forte

outfit (known as “The. Jungle
Knives.”

Jungle Knives specialize in
lifting Lao and Thai irregulars
into combat areas in Laos.

Following pressreports,
U.S. Embassy officials now in-
dicate Americans are also
flying helicopter gunships in

SO SAY Smyes
Gai -D..:*.l‘\
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Laos. known as

AC130s,
“Spectres,” have become fea-
tures nightly on the air ways
in both North and South Laos.

Over the Ho Chi Minh trail
area in South Laos they are
part of an eiectronic air pro-:

gram code mnamed “Igloo’
White’* which sows the trail
area with mass antennae in-
corporating transistor devices
which set off radio signals
whenever Communist trucks,
tanks and men pass. These
signals are translated onto ra-
dar tubes in a series of images
read by officers at American
bases in Thailand and Viet-
nam to give enemy positions
and set into motion American
air strikes. :

AC130s Use Starsospes
AC130s, which can stay up

~many hours, also have attack

capability, using starscopes
which translate starlight to
daylight and sensors which
pick up heat from truck en-
gines. and enemy fires or in--
frared viewers which see heat
and translate it the same way
light is translated.

AC130s are also led to a tar-
get by magic boxes handled by
Lao iorward air guides which

transmit to planes the number
Reporters on several occa--
and positions of enemy trucks.

sions watched Lao controllers

talking to Spectres in Lao ir-
reﬂular ground positions in
forests in both North and
South Laos. e :
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Secrel of the Golden Triangle

HLERRIYARY 1970 New Timez canls
artbele by Vo Andhianoy entitted
COplape, iobd and Vol alineussing
iy addbetion I the 1150 and the
Joternational  naseetics tratfie The
article that epe ol the maln
cnptres of The opinm smnpeled hito the
LS and other ronnhiles of the "fres
weild” waos Netthorn Vaoe and adjotn-
frp sections Thattand, It
plee rerallod that the paoblom hoed been

e an

el odd

of Harma and

dsoresed dime ond aoadn i the TN,
and that Treddent Nivon had calted
Jehnee of edraes a serione national

threat” That was more than {wo vears

oo Hat amthing changed gince thend
Manv Middle Fast eounhiles,  and
esperially  han and Tumkey,  bave

eetablished st contral of the cultiva-
tion of the basic 1w material--the
opinm poppy  and intraduced  sovere
penallins o trafficking in drugs, As a

resull production has hifted more and

mwore o Sontheast Asia, in particular
(the arca at the junction of the Burman,
“Jaotian and North That frontiers, in
close proximity to the South Chinese
‘pm\mrn of Yunnan, Maote, the narcotics
tndustry In this arra has advanced to a
Biphet stage, 1 formerly it exported
the somi-manuafacture ~opinm--now it
trades mainly in the linished product,
hieroin, the maost dangerous of all the
dps which dvwoms dls victims (o an
early death and brings fantastic prolits
fa the taffickers. The  production ol

heroin out ol 1aw optum has baen put,

on a larpe-seate fonting in the northeast
eoipar of Rurma where the remnants of
the Foonintane "9 d Yunnan Division
wilth flad Trom China have been shel-
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alnee 4940, The division rony-
marder, Ceneral TH Ky, who silth the
hedpe b the CUA and the Ohlang Kol-
<k anthoritles mavaped 1o keep
tonethei the cote ol his foren, has sot
up neatr the villaoe of Takhylek no less
than 50 laboratartes for the puipose.
Thangh primilive, these junote-hot dis.
Hilertes  using  be stimplest equipment
make  up the world’s blegest heroin

oring

Cproducing contee and vield an incume

which has piven the atea the nume of
“Gialden Titanple” .

Correspondent Jfean Pouget of the
Patis Le figaro who visited the [ringes
of the Ulangle (to try to get into it is
to comrl death) cstiinates that it pro-
cesses toughly 1,000 tons of raw opium.
annually. This can be converted into

100 tons of heroin, enough for 100 mil--

Jdon 1-gramme packets or 1,000 million
doses.

The Takhylek "firm" works not only
on Jocal raw malerial’ from Burmna,
Thailand and laos. It is confiected by
a direct road wilth Kunming, the chief
city of the Chinese province of Yunnan,

Jean Pougcet asked a Laotian how the
Chinese  People's Republic,
bullding a highway from
Yunnan to Phongsaly province in Laog
regarded the Kuomimtang ex- soldn;rs ln
these parts.

“Their  attitude is that of elder
brothers towards younger,” he was told
v a touch of humonr, “Whather you

A- RDfﬁ,QiQﬁPltRO

JS

us.
toennt
Laay”

for

ournalist David Feingald in h“':

bonk "Oypduoe and Py e
dayn Hhal sornes aiterewss sl oo
At America, a 1A
nareotics Loy Sajoan 1t is
“unidentified” plane: dinp the badeg
(nnl]ininu heroin by parachode in tha
Tonkin and Siam eolls to bn pickaed up
Ly walling ships.

Thote is also the oveirland 1oyt
across the That Donller to Ranglok, The
taftic Is so  protitable that o sinple
truckioad delivejed fo the ‘that capital
fs enough to pay for the trock,

Accoiding teport anbritled in

gy
slary =aid 1oy

aneffif,

to a

-~ early March In Washington by Federat

narcoties co-ardinator and State Peparts
ment olde- Nelson Crose, the chiol dis.
ttbuting centre In the Wit apinn
trallic from Burma, Laos, Carnbodia and
the Chinese province. ol Yunnan s

Thatland. Highq;'lacr:d Thal ofticials, the
report says, are involved,
Another outlet  §s Honokeng., Tat.

Shing Leuhg, head of the International
Affairs Department of the Honghong
and Kowloon trade unions and miember
of the Hongkong Government |abour
Advisory Board, told our corespondent

“that narcoties fram Bangkok ate shipped

army

are a Manlst or a nattonalist makes little -

ditference. You arn above all (hinese,
a member of a supnrrior race

Another  inleresting  sidelipht. The

. U8, officials Pouget talked wilh during

his first visit to. Laos in April 1971 all
confitmed that the drug  treffickers
operated under the protection of the
Peking authorities. The Chicago Tribune
recently reported that China annually
exports fllegally 2,000 tons ol opiwn
vatuyed at $50Q0 million, The oplum
poppy 13 cultivated on an areca of some
1,235,000 acres, mostly in Yunnan and
Kweichou provinces and the Kuanghsl
autonomous area.

l{ow the heroin gets to the market is
wrapped in deep secrecy. It is known,
however, that there are several landing
strips  in  the Takhylek area which
systematically  recelve  planes and
helicopters, mostly piloted by  Ameri-
cans, They bring in canned foods,
beverages, and medicaments, and leave
heavlly laden with crates of heroin. The

through Hongkortg to the US and
Western Europe despite the efiarts of
the Hongkong authoritles to stop the
smuggling. As lor drugs f{rom South
China, this, he sald, iz often talked
about though he personally had no
definite evidence,

What i3 the sftuation In
today? On March 2 Senalor Chailes
H. Percy said that according (o tha
Federal Burean of Narcotics theie now
are 560,000 regular heroin users in tha
US., as against 315000 in'1959. The
Senator believes, however, that the
actual figure Is hlgher, Information at
his disposal, also obtatned fiomnr oificial
gources, supgests that the number of
heroin  addicts In the U.S. 1uns
to 700,000.

The special United
{ference on sttengthening the interna-
tional narcotics control system which
closed In Geneva on March 25 adopied
a number of amendments to the 1901
narcotics convention enlarging tha-
powers of the [uternational MNarcotics
Control Board. But as necessary as such
international measures are to coinbat
the illicit transportation and ftrade {n
narcotics, It Is obviously immpossible to
put an end to drug addiction without
stanping out the "Golden Triangle™ and
simllar centres,

the US

Nations  con-

V. ROSEN

¢

4 - CIA-RDP80-01601 R000900090001-6



SAN FRANCISCO-Earth Magazine that 25% of all heroin in the
has announced the preparation of U.S. comes from the fertile

a law suit against a CIA-controll- triangle region of South-east Asia
ed airline if accused in its March A further amplification of the
issue of flying heroin out of problem came from research done
‘Southeast Asia with the knowledge by Mike Benner of WRIF news ina
of that clandestine government recent broadcast about the Earth
agency. ’ magazine exposures.

San Francisco attorney Ronlca- He said, “Studies on the heroin
chman says the suit-will charge problem in the United States have
Air America, a corporation set indicated that up to five billion
up by the Central Intelligence dollars is spent annually onheroin
Ageney, with allowing its by an estimated five hundred
facilities to be used for the traf- thousand addicts. More thanhalf of
ficing of opium from the “fertile the money spent each year on

triangle” of poppy fields in Laos, 4o purchase of heroin = two and
Burma and Thailand. one-half billion dollars - is

The current issue of Earth : i L Sue
documents in a feature article U.S. Government studies have

by University of -Calfornia Prof.
Peter - Scott,” the connection be-
tween: the CIA, Air America and
the heroin trade, Scott charges
that “the opium-based economy
of Laos is being protected by a
coalition of opium growing CIA

mercenaries, Air America planes-

and Thailand troops.”

The article charged that much
of the heroin wound up being used
in Vietnam by U.S. troops or went

~to the streets of America.

O

At a press conference announ-

cing the publication of the article,
Earth editor James Goode ang-
rily pointed out how corruption
abroad has brought disaster back
home: _

. "The CIA helped put our kids
in Vietnam and CIA heroin traffic
turned them on to smack.” he said
at the press conference. "“And
we're paying the CIA $6 billion
a year for these services.”

The impact of this trafficking
on Amcrican youth cannot be
underestimated. In the article,
Scolt quotes Eliot Marshall’s

the U.S. political

indicated that as much as 50%
of the crime in metropolitanarcas
is caused by addicts and medical
officials report that heroin pre-
sently causes more deaths 1o
people between the ages of 18 and
35 than war, cancer or car

accidents.”

_Most observors feel that the
CIA involvement in the heroin
trade has not come about through
a desire of the U.S. government
to poison its troops and young
people. But rather through a trap

‘of political alliances with the '

dealers and marketers of opium,
who were often the only forces In
Southeast Asia willing to support
and military
adventures in that region, an area
controled by remnants of the
Chinese Nationalist Army.
Several recent calls for
attacks on the trade by the gov-
ernment are not being taken too
seriously and Hubert Humphrey
even suggested having the CIA
itself hunt down the smugglers.
Don Strachen writting in the

STATOTHR

Staff newspaper in Los Angle
suggested thet this was like askin
the Nazi S.S. force to investiget
atrocities at the Auschwilz con
centration camp. .

Earth Magazine and atlorne
Leachman want Gl's vets or othe
persons with personal knowledg
of the drug trade and who woul
be willing to help them in the sui
against Air America, to contac

Earth Magazine, The Agriculiur:

Bldg. The Embarcadero at Miss
ion, San Francisco CA 84115 o
phone (415) 989-4300. Copies ¢
the above mentioned article ca
also be gotten from that address

-/
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This pamphlet was written collectively by a '
study group supported by the Commiltece
of Concerned Astan Sclolars. The group
included Pat Haseltine, Jerry Meldon,
Charles Knight, Mark Selden, Rod Aya,
~ Henry Norr, and Mara. Thanks to all:

" who helped, especially Jim Morrell, Tod

McKie, and Jancis Long. '
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50 civilians

jumidndd

By SVEIN GILJE
" In a rare reference to ci-

_ vilians involved in the Indo-
.- china war,

President Nixon
has revealcd that some 50

' American civilians are miss-

ing or held captive,
The reference came in a
presidential proclamation

“.declaring the week begin-
_ning today as the National
. Week of Concern for Prison-

. Gov,

mis

ers of War and Missing in
Action. .

The week will be noted
here with a proclamation to
be issued tomcrrow by May-
or Wes Uhlman. Earlier
Dan Evans .issued a
similar proclamation. .

The President’s proclama-
tion noted that “there dre

1,623 Arerican servicemen
_and some 50 United States
civilians missing in action or

’bemg held captive by \o' th

* Vietnam and its allies.”

The proclamation did not

-, g0 into specifics as to the ci-

 vilians, It's known that some
civilians weie captured or
are xmssmg, such  as froin

' the 1970 invasion of Cambo-
- dia.

. But pr esumably this also

E“”ﬁ‘ QF
refers to civilians missing in
Laos, where the Central In-
telligenss=Apency has been
aclive in the so-called “‘sc-
cret war’’ ihere. Civilian pi-
lots fly for Air America,

which contracts \uth the C.
I A,

Some of the men have
baen held or missing for sev-
eral years.

“At the end of this
month,” Mr. Nixon said,
“the first men to be taken
prisoner  will begin their
ninth year in captivity., This
is the Jongest internment
ever endmed by American
fighting men.’

Scven men have been cap-
tive or missing more than
eight years; 135 more than

ATOTHR

capiives

seven years and 427 more

\/th'an six vears.

One of the men, Lt. Col.
Jack W. Bomar, is believed
to be dying of a kidney ail-
ment judging from lctters
his wife has received. A kid-
ney machine and a techni-
cian to operate it have hecn
offered through the Red
Cross, but there has been 1o
response from MNorth Vicl-
nani,

The men in the P. 0. W. or
missing categories arc ag-
ing: 311 are oider than 40
years, 13 are over 50 years
and {wo over 53.

The week will be observed
at Fort Lewis and the- Mc-
Chord Air Force Base, as
well.

PR
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f1ians under Pathet Lao control, Congress-
men McCloskey and Waldie found, in a G.S,
information survey initinlly concealed from
them by the Embassy, that 76% of the 190
respondents from 98 villages had had thelr
homes bombed. In addition 979 had secn a
pombing attack and 615, had seen & person
killed. Congressmen MceCloskey and Waldle.
also conducted their own interviews, and all
16 refugees queried, from 7 differcnt villages,
testified to the aerial destruction of every
single dwelling in their hamlets. o

A report by U.N. expert Georges Chapelier
in December 1970 stated that in the Plaine
des Jarres “by 1969 the intensity of the
bombings was such that no organized life
was possible in the villages . . . Jet planes
cane dally and desiroyed all stationary struc-
tures. Nothing was left standing. The vil-
lagers Mved in irenches and holes or in
caves. They only farmed at night. All of the
imterlocutors without exception had thelr
villages completely destroyed. In the last
phase, bombings were aimed at the system-
atic destruction of the materials bascs of the
civilian society. .

At one time there were more than 50,000
people Mving in the Plaine des Jarres. There
is virtually no life there now.

One village chief indicated that in 21

STATOTHR . STATOTHRSTATOTHR
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the last ground troops are withdrawn. The
Pentagon, which seems to have statistics
available for all categories and contingencies,
lncks even an cstimate of the likely clvilian
cesualties this presence will canse, Such con-
siderations do not scem to have a high pri-
ority in current American declsion making.
The so-called “gook rule” which haunted the
Calley trial has far more prolound implica«
¢tons for the air war. R

On the afterncon that the U.S. helicopters
and stiack planes accompanied the South
Vietnomese into Laos the President issued
a statement on’ our cnvironmeéntal crisis.
Within it he guoted from T, 8. Eifot’s “Mur-
der in the Cathedral,” “Clean the ailr, clean
the sky, wash the wind . . .” It would have
been revealing for the President to have
quoted further: “The land is foul, the water
i5 foul, our beasts and ourselves-are dediled
with blood.

A rain of blood has blinded my eves . ..
Can I look again at the day and its common
things and see them all smeared wiith blood
through a curtain of falling blood? We did
not wish sanything to hoppen.”

Let us stop the bombing, withdraw our
troops and begin lo “take stone from stone
and wash them.”

hamlets not one home was left standing. Iuv Mr. GRAVEL. Mr. President, I also ask

his own village 45 percent of the 2600 in-
habitants never left thelr trenches.

A saraple of 25 villages from the Plaine des
Jarres revealed casualvy rates of 5-10 percent
from the bombing It is estimated that 50
civillans are killed for cvery Pathet-Lao
casualty.

In 19068 Jacques Decornoy, the Southeast
Asian desk editor for ‘Le Monde traveled
through Pathet Lao controlled arcas. Accord-
ing to his inlerviews, 65 villages in the Sam
Neua district alone had been destroyed by
U.S. sir power. Traveling through the dev-
astated arcas he depicts it as “a world with-
out noise for tiie surrounding villages have
disappeared. The inhabitants themselves liv-
ing in the mountains.”

Such testimony Is of course contrary to
our government’s official position that “never
before has such care heen taken to spare
civilians in bombing raids.” '

The pleture burnt into one’s imagination is
that of hundreds of thousands of Lactians
desperately huddling in caves and trenches
as U.S, planes roar overhead. Again it 1s the
enormity of the suflering endured by these
poor people which blinuds us to our own pol-
iey. I will rerun the picture, because we must
break through the psychic numbness we have

developed.
There are hundreds of thousands eof poor
peasants. noncombatants, living under-

ground in fear of T.3., air power in Asia,
‘There are cntire areas of former clvilization
reduced to ncar cave man standards by the

' most advanced nation in the history of the
" earth. For what? no matter -for what, it is

indefensible,

At Nuremberg Teleford Taylor, chief U.S,
Prosccutor, argued that where the military
profits of any policy are dwarfed by the civil-
ian casualties, such & policy is indefensible.
The massive air war by the U.S. against the
peoples of Indochina is indefensible. Every
B-52 rald, every A-119 K stinger drop is
criminal.

The situation In Laos Is not appreciably
difterent Ifrom what is currently occuring in
Cambodia, As the Senate Subcommittee on
Refugees noted, the same pattern of destruc-
tion is being repeated relentlessly through-
out. Indochina. It is up to the Congress to
terminate it. The President has made it clear
that he intends to continue the bombing,
stating in February this year, “I will not
place any limitations on the use of air
power.”

Secretary of Defense Laird has indicated
that we Intend to maintein a naval and air
presence in Southeast Asia indefinitely after

unanimous consent to have printed in the
REcoRrp excerpts from remarks I made to
the Fund for New FPriorities dinner in
New York City on January 14, 1872, -
‘There being no objection, the excerpts
were ordered to be printed in the ReEcorp,

.as follows:

THE CONTINUING AIR Wan

(Excerpts from remarks by Senaior MIKE
GRAVEL)

The NKixon Administration’s recent re-
sumption of heavy bombing of North Vict-
nam once more raises g basic moral ques-
tion: what right do our leaders have to kill
and maim men, women, and children halfway
across the globe who pose no threat to this
Country? .

As usual, the Administration is claiming
that it i3 bombing only "“military” targets.
This may or may not be true, One remems-
pers, after all. that the Johnson Administra~
tion claimed the same thing.

Even if the Administration is bombing
only “military” targets this time, there can
be no doubt that it also is causing serious
civilian casuealties. In a rural country like
North Vietnam most so-called military tar-
gets such as bridges and factories are located
in and around heavily populated civilian
areas, Hanoi reports that in the most recent
raids bombs fell on a hospital, and even mili-
tary sources admib that American jels hit
North Vietnamese army barracks as they
went after nearby airfields.

Tho Cornell Air War Study quotes a
memorandum by former Defense Secretary
McNamara, in which he estimated that the
bombing was causing 1,000 civiltan casual-
ties every week during the sustained raids
of 1967, An egulvalent casualty rate in the
U.S. would be more than 600,000 per year.

Interviews with U.S. pilots indieate that
most_ of the bombs we drop on North Viet-
nam aro anti-personncl crdnance such as
pincapple or guava bombs, These bombs colx-
tain hundreds of steel peliets.

One sortie of this type of bomb sends
over half a million of these pellets spewing
over an area half a mile long and an eighth
of a3 mile wide, .

During the Christmas ralds alone it was
announced that American planes flew over
1,000 sorlies against North Vietnam. It 1s,
therefore, not hard to believe the tollowing
Associated Press dispatch, dated December
29,: “Hanol claimed that in Thanh Hoa
FProvince on Sunday the U.S. planes killed 24
civillans and wounded 47, A broadcast sald
most of the casualiies were causcd by stecl

pellet wwti-personnel bombs dropped on
workers in the flelds.”

It’s not a very pretty thing what ouw
bonmbers are doihg to these people,

But it's still goilng on right now. 'Thidg
month slone another 50,000 tons of anti
personnel bombs, napalm, and white phoes
phorous are ralning down upon not only the
people of North Vietnam, but Laos, Cam
bodia, and South Vietnam as well,

We won't be told of the victims, of course
To the extent we learn anything it will be of]
“protective reaction” strikes, “interdiction’
missions, and the bombing of supply depots.

But there are human beings under thos
bombs, and they will continue being kille
and maimed until we, the American people
demand an end to this bombing,

In just the eight months since President
Nixon told the American people in his April
address to the Nation that “Vietnamization
has succeedzsd”, there have been an additional
1,302 Americans killed in the Indochinese
war, and 4,870 more wounded. Deatlis among
allied forces in that same period have risen
15,605, and the Pentagon estimmate of the
number of new deaths anmong those people it
chooses to call the “enemy” is 53,030. That
last figure is no doubt conservatively low,

These numbers tell of the failure of Viet-
namization, not its success.

An Orwelllan transformation is’ taking
place in our military policy in Indochina.

Due to public pressure American ground -
troops are slawly coming home, buv ihey

are leaving an automated war behind. Com-.

puter technology and o ‘small number of
troops manning aircraft and artillery are
creating a U.S. destructive presence that may |,
literally hover over Southcast Asia for years
to come. In the midst of this the public is
confused, pacified by the diminishing trcops

. levels, yet vaguely troubled by continuning

reports of devastation, .

In his mid-December newsbriefing Seere- -
tary of the Air Force Scamans sought once
again to play down the air war. The basic
point Seamons tried to make was that the
alr war was not cscealating, that in fact it had
been wound down. As such, his remarks rep- .
resent a relativistic apology for the continu- -
ing raids, a logic more appropriate for 1984 *
than 1972-—the logic of permianent war.

It is an insult to the American people
to portray the air war as fading away when in
1971 somewhere between 750,000 and 800.000
tons of bombs were dropped over Indochina,
Though down from the peak years of 1968
and 1369, this figure represents: .

a) nearly 40% of all the U.S. air ordnance
expended during the Second World War,

b) nearly 80¢% of all the alr ordnance ex-
pended during the three year Korean Wwar,

c) the equivalent of 37 Miroshimas, or
roughly one every nine days.

NMost importantly, the Nixon Administra-
tion has made it clear that the bombing is
to continue indefinitely even after the lash '
American ground troop comes home (if he
ever docs). Even If reduced by 507 the air
war still would continue at an average level
greater than that of the Korcan War.

But there are many indications that the -

. reductions 1n the bombing are boitoming

out. Pentagon sources, for example, indicate -

that B-52 strikes, though currently dewn

609% irom thelr peak in 1868, are to continae

Indefinitely ' at their present rate of 1,000

per month. And although tonnage figures

registered a 30% decline from 1569 to 1970, -

they dropped only 23% from 1970 to 1971, -
At a time when the Harrls Poll indicates

that 659 of the American people feel the war

is “immoral”, and.oppose by a &7 to 29 mar«

gin continued American bombing in order to

achieve political ends, it is indefensible to

continue the strikes at any level,
In regard to Secrctary Seamans’ “wound

down war”, it s worth noting that tho Sen- .

ate Refugee Subcominittee found that, “In’

_ this year, 1971, more civilians aro being Xilled
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Blockbuster Tomorrow on Laos
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By Willianz Hickey

:'-"1 . Television - Radio Editor

T : .

"1 A television network doc-
‘umentary with the same
blockbuster
.CBS’

potential as
last summer’s “The
samem  elling of the
! Pentagon” is
scheduled 1o
b e aired to-
morrow eve-
ning at 8:30
when NBC
News devotes
a sizable por-
tion of its
m agazine-for-
mat news pro-
gram “Chronclog” to an
examination of the Central
Intel]igence Agency’s secret

2 3
HICKEY

" The 45-minute segment
‘yepresents another reporto-

- yial coup for NBC News’ in-

defatigable correspondent
Bob Rogers and, in a larger

© sense, for all the broadcast

- industry’s journalistie
. .forces.
- Rogers’ latest accom-

¢ plishment is rcally not sur-

I
!

prising fo those who have
followed his brilliant carcer
with NBC News, for they
have come to expect
nothmg short of major

scoops each fime he leaves
the confines of New York
Clty ‘

Easxly ‘the outstanding
,Lon*bat correspondent cur-
rently working in television,
Rogers possesses a snlendxd
sixth sense for uncovering
the full dimensions of a
shootout, whether it be 30,-
000 feet over the Sinai Pen-
insula or in a bunker along
the Ho Chi Minh Trail, and
“th e intestinal fortltude 1o
put his f{eet where his in-
stmcts lead

s

C to A Aw @7

HIS STUDY of the once
secret army in Laos is typ-
ical of his pursuit of the im-
possibly difficult story. No
one, either in print or broad-

- cast journalism, had heen

able to penetrate so deeply
the CIA’s web of secrecy,
concerning its operations in
Laos, but he did—and with
a camera crew to boot.

. When I asked him the
other day how he managed
it, he replied matter of fact-
ly, “Mac Godley, our am-
bassador there, helped im-
measurably. Ile has been
trying {o break down the veil
of secrecy surrounding the
CIA’s activities in Southeast
Asia for a number of years
now, Once a few ground
rules were established, such
as now showing the faces of
CIA case officers on televi-
sion, the agency cooperated
completely.”

i10W DID THE CIA be-
come involved in Laos in
the first place? I asked.

“It was very simple. Af-
ter the Geneva Accords
were signed in 1962, we
withdrew all our mlhtaly
advisers to the country. The
North ' Vietnamese, on the
other hand, kept 6,000 well-
trained forces there. They
called them border security
battaiions. )

“For a while the United
States lived with the fiction-

al belief that NVA forces .

would eventually pull out.
Of course, they didn’t, so
we beg'm sending in CIA
agents to work w1th the hill
tribes, who always had been
very pxo-Ameucan to off-
set their presence,’ he said.

What kind of a job did the

STATOTHR

e p
: I

<¢A TASTASTIC. ONE,
You've got to give the agen-
cy credit. With a bare hand-
ful of men, they
accomplished what armies
of regular soldiers couldn’t.
They solidified the Meo
tribesman better use the
word Moung, for Meo is a
derisive term meaning hill-
billy, into a {irst-class fight-
ing unit. At best, it was
hoped that the hill tribes
would become fairly good
guerrilla figshters, but to ev-
eryone’s astonishment, they
have been slugging it out
with the- hest North Viet-
namese vregimenis for the

past three months and hold- '

ing their own.
“In fact, if it weren tf01

the Moung {ribesmen and’

the few thousand Thai vol-

unteers, Laos would have
fallen _to the Commniunists
long ago,” he said.

Well what about the Roy-

> s oy e [P R
ningpi A A s R

14

- operation
really don’t believe they’ll -

al Lao Army and the Pathet .

Lao? I asked.

“No one over there takes
cither outfit seriously. The
Royal Lao Army and the
Communist Pathet Lao
have one thing in common—
a total dlshke of ﬁﬂhtmg
The war in Laos is heing
fought by the tribesmen and
Tha1 voluntecrs against the
North Vietnamese,” Rogels
said.

'NO ONE ELSE? T asked.
‘1 stand corrected. I

. should have mentioned the

“CIA has an outfit called Air
America, which is com-
posed of young Americans
who fly everything from Pi-
per Cub observation planes
t o four-engine bombers in

he sai

- cret.

e 5
T Y e

| How do the 'Moung feel .»

about the impending U. S.
pullout from Vietnam? I
asked. »

‘“They’re nervous to be
sure, but General Vang
Pao, who is their No. 1
man, told me he had abse-

lute {faith in America and

knew it would never aban-
don the peoples who joined
hery in the struggle 1o keep
Southeast A51a free,” he
said. - .

How will your report be
viewed by our State Depart-
ment and the Pentagon? I
asked.

“No doubt, they’ll be up-
set by the fact that I re-
vealed the ecxtent of our
in Laos,

say much, because they

can’t refute anything we.

have put on film,

“MY JOB WAS simply to ‘
show the American people

what has been going onin
Laos under the direction of
the, CIA for the past eight
years ™ without their know-
ledge. While we have done
this, we fell that our objec-
tivity remained on the high-

.est possible level,” he, said. -

Be that as it may, I have
the idea “‘Chronolog” is
going to cause its first big

hut 1-

flap and it won't be a se-
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HE Central Intel]xgence Agen-
_-."-‘-—.

>~ ¢y's “secret army’ in Laos is

the subject—for the first time—of & _

“detailed documentary film which

“NBC News’ ““Chronolog” will present

- Friday, at 7:30 p.m. on the NBC Tel-
. -evision Network, . )

"'lfhis is the great untold story of

/ - the war In Indochina,’’ Bob Rogers,

" .the documentary’s producer and re-

* porter, says. “While the world has -

. been -watching Vietnam and Cambo-
dia, the biggest batle this year- irr}
-Indochina is being fought in Laos |

. With up to three full North Vietnam- f

[_ ese divisions committed.” -

,ACCORDING TO Rogers, the
- brunt of the fighting is being borne
- by the so-called “secret army"” of
General Vang Pao, which is paid,
trained, - equipped and advised by
-agents of the Central Intelhgence
Agency .

“Their- losses have been extreme-
. Iy high,” he says, “but so far they

S e e g e T

The documentary also includes
exclusive footage of the secret
army’s commander, Meo tribal lead-
er General Vang Pao, as he gives
front-line dlrectxons to his irregular

troops in their most desperate battle -

to date.

It includes, too—for the first time
ever in the press or on television—an
interview with one of the CIA’s ad-
visers to the secret army,

IN ADDITION, the film explores
in detau_ the secrecy-shrouded opera-

g s

STATOTHR -

CIA Secret Army F 1]med

tions of Air America and its Ameri-
can pilots, whose prime role is to
render logistical support to the se-
cret army and to the thousands of
hill trbe refugees from the North Vi-
etnaniese: invasion.

There is also excusive footage of,
and interviews with, the handiul of
young American Au' Force forward
air controllers who, in their unarmed
light planes, direct the massive and
controversial U.S, bombing program
in Laos,

s

|

. have given the North Vietnamese a

- hell of a fight, I think for the first -
.time we've managed to penetrate -
.-the veil of .secrecy which has sur-’

" rounded- the war in Laos and have
+.captured it on mm ”

¢ This inside view of the secret war *
. the Laos was shot last month during
« the height of this year’s North Viet-
- namese offensive which, in .terms
ol manpower, heavy artillery and-
--anti-aircralt guns, has been the big-

- gest ever, Rogers notes. . : :

. .THE FILM includes excluswe
lootage of the secret army composed
of hill tribe guerillas and Thal
s “volunteers” in action.

" The film crew traveled to remote
< ‘mountain outposts held by the secret
.‘army, and covered the heavy fight-
lng around the threatened CIA base:
at Long Tleng e e ]

At il T et e
-

Rt —
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By D. E. Ronk

‘{ Boecisl to The Washington Post

i VIENTTIANE, March 15—
Thal air force helicopters,
some of them armed, are
being used in combat here in
‘apparent violation of the con-
gressional prohibition against
JU.S. financing of third country
forces here.

Thal pilots are flying both

‘medical evacuation and com-
‘bat support missions in the
-area of the Long Cheng mili-
" tary complex 80 miles north of
here, according to knowledge- i
‘able U.S. sources. The Thais:
.are using 'UHI-E (Huey) heli-
.:coplers on loan from the
‘United States, the sources
‘éaid, and fly from Udorn air-
:baﬁe in northern Thailand.

" Command of the helicopters
.is said to lie with CIA advisors
‘to Gen. Vang Pao, commander
“of the irregular forces fighting

‘around Long Cheng. The
“‘eraft are said to be controlled
- ‘through a U.S. Air Force
pla'ne cireling the area:
=, [A State Department source

said the Thai pilots were not
under 1.S. command.]

. U.S. DMission, spokesmen,
"while acknowledging. that the
helicopters are armed, said
ihat ‘they are. only flying

armed medical evacuation mis-

;sfons under the command of

Gen. Vang Pao. The spokes-

‘man will only describe the pi-
Pots as non-American and non-
Laotian irregular volunteers
-wheo are present in Lags under

‘the same program that cov-

eted the. cntry of Thai sol-
,dierf; =

- Informed sourees sald 1t was

unhl-.ely that Thailand could
supply enough civilian helicop-
ter pilots for the program be-
‘cause of the ‘shortage of
trained personnel in the coun-
try. Use of Thai military pilots
in American aircraft would
seem "to vielate the ban
qgainst ‘U.S. funding of third
country forces here.

- (Sen., Stuart Symington (D
-Mo), commenting. on the re-

port of .Thai-piloted helicop-

ters being used in Laos, said,

"This is but another mustra-

tion o£ d}sregard for.the. law;

-¢rew members..

PCST

which states that U.S. fundsi
shall not be used in Laos for
military support of third
countries. To my knowledge it
is ‘the first iniroduction . of
gunships.”)

Information on thé helicop-
ters came to light last week-

end when one of the Hueys!”
crashed just north of Vientf:}

ane during a violent thunder-
storm, killing at least four

U.S. spokesmen in Vient{ane
denied categorically that the
eraft was carrying Americans,
although it was an armed U.S.
craft of a type not possessed
by the Lao military, Various
other spokesmen confirmed it
was U.S. owned, that it was
serviced -by the Air America
Corp., and that it was going
from Long Cheng to Udorn,

‘Thailand when it crashed.

Heavy American participa-
tion in investigations follows
ing the ecrash raised wide-
spread . suspicion here that
Americans were aboard. But
now, it's generally accepted
that concern over the loss of
erew and an American craft
assigned to a sensitive new
program caused the flurry of
official excitement.

There is nothing new in
Thai pilot participation in the
Laotian war, according to
knowledgeable sources. Thal
pilots have secretly been
flying AC-47 “spookie” gum
ships and T-28 bombers on

‘eombat missions over Laos in, |

recent vears, It.is the type of
aireraft and their closeness to
combat that has changed.

" Aside from pilots, Thai
troops now operating in Laos
may number as high as 10,000
reliable sources here say, with
more, expected as the current

‘military s1tuat10n contmues to

deepen. e Tinaded

STATOTHR
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r | The . American Emvbés'sy,‘
1wh1ch' for years had condoned
kand indirectly helped Laotian

'BY MICHAEL PARKS |
!

Sun Staff Correspondent
"+ Vientiane, Laos — American

L turning their  attention fromi‘opium as a part of the war
Communists to drug ruoners, j| against the Communists, has’
. {} according lo informed sources. l now brought in a task force of :
The United States Central In-" U.S. Customs and drug officials|

telligence Agency has been giv- to help the Vientiane govern-i
en a top-priority assignment, !
American officials say, of dis-
covering the routes used to
‘smuggle opium from northern
‘Burma through Laos to Thai-
Jand and pinpointing opium re-
fineries in the area.

5 One result was a mysterious

et desnoreda ey el | P Srene K e
.igry for turning opium into hero-!|; Bangkok, Thailand.
in Jast year. Some of the inspections .on

. A recently reported series of {}g; ; ;
: / : | flights of Air- America and Cong
ambushes on mule trains and!| o Ay System planes,

caravans bringing opium from:| ..
> e . which are.under contract tothe
Burma and Thaiiand are also | 17 g" central Intelligence Agen-
attributed by knowledgeanle ob- |y, are too cursory to be effec-
servers here to the American | iy, “ang some planes still es-
anti-drug campaign. cape inspection completely, as
| do most military flights.
. : *" In addition, private planes
i When  questioned dircetly: still land at Vientiane's airport
tabout the fire at the refinery. from Thailand and Cambodia to'
near the Laotian town of Ban: pick up mysterious cargoes and:

ment enforce its first drug law.;
Their budget may run to §1
million a year. i

The Customs officials are
helping tighten inspection off
cargoes on domestic and inter-
national air flights, the princi-

Knowing smiles

Houei Sai or the caravan 'raids,x‘ fly off again, having avoided!

American officials only smile| poth Customs inspections and!

knowingly and shrug theiry fiing of flight plans and mani-

shoulders. *il{est by bribing the airport offi-
Other intelligence sources re- !l cials with $200

port, however, that some of the i ™ p1nericans )

‘small guerrilla teams that used f.pressure from the prime minis-

I'to probe China’s Yunnan prov- !
e e, e, e Sownts P

'Agency have been shifted to ; :
- tracking and occasionaily at-| g:flﬁé(hamou, will reduce this
o tacking the opium caravans. | :

Last summer, American offi- I "An agent from the U.S. Bu-f

cials were discussing the possi-|' F¢3% of Narcotics and Danger-
bility of bombing af opiu& re-g ous Drugs has been assigned to

e}nery at Houei Tap, near Ban " work with General Khamou and

here hbpe that},

j k ;
ouei Sai. _ ; coordinate the American and

. “There are so many bombing: .

. Vsorties inat one couid easily go

_astray, if you know what I

‘mean,” said one U.S. Embassy
‘official. ,

" Eventually, officials here no

‘with the Lao national police
‘have also been ordered to press
‘for enforcement of the new Lao
wl drug law, enacted under U.S.

‘say, bombing was discarded as [Pressure last summer. .. .-k

_‘:‘imprecise.”‘ ’ )
“Besides. everyone would
“know we did it,” an American &

here “said recently. “With a
Jire, pecple are not sure. It
ynay be a business rival.”” - . -1

'CIA reported shifting attention |
in Laos from Communisis to opium

|
The law prohibits the process-

ing and transportation of hero-

{
b intelligence agents here are!|traffic in heroin, morphine and lghdogﬁimcuﬁ?sat{:éaﬁ% 3;.: g:f’

opium, a traditional crop
among hill tribes, is restricted.
A second law, passed recently,
bars unauthorized importation|

il of chemicals used to refine op-}

The U.S. efforts are directed |
less at stopping the cultivation
of opium than in reducing the
large volume of drugs flowing
through Laos to Thailand. Cam-
bodia, South Vietnam and Hong
L Kong. - ..
Details of the budget for the
anti-drugs program, which is
being coordinated with similar
efforts in neighboring’countries.
are still being worked out, but
U.S. officials frequently men-
tion §1 million as the total

yannual cost.

Lao efforts. 1
American advisers workingy.

Fa

L
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LAOS
Patriotic Front's Successes

ORLD attention continues to be focussed
on Laos, which lies in the very heart of
{he Indochina Peninsula.

Over the last 26 years, {he Laotian pcople
have been waging a persistent struggle for
their country's frecdom and indcpendence. The
defeat of the US aggressors and their puppets
by the Laotian patriotic forces in the Xiengk-
liouang area, the Valley of Jars, and the Bolo-
ven Plateau in Dccember 1971 is fresh prooi
that US adventurist plans in respect of Laos
have no prospects before them. In 1972, the pa-
triols arc still in complete command of the si-
{uation and continue to press their enemies
and hit them hard. This is seen from the Janua-
ry offensive against Long Cheng, the US mer-
cenaries' chief base.

Striving to turn Laos into a springboard
for a drive against the national liberation move-
ment of .{he Indochinese peoples, Washington
has entangled the couniry in a web of economic
“and mililary aid, and flooded her with various
“advisers”, now numbering 12,000. The US

Central Infelligence Agency maintains an invi- -

sible presence in all government establishments
at Vientiane, builds secret airficlds and bascs,
and prepares and carries out subversive acts.
The 30,000-strong “secret army” - of General
Vang Pao is also a CIA creature, which needs
$250 million a yecar to keep. This is the army
on which Washinglon puts its stake in carrying
out ils “Vielnamisation™ policy.

To achieve ils aims in Laos, the USA has
been making use of more than 20 batlalions of
Thai mercenaries, who act on the principle: kill
everyone -and burn and destroy cverything in
sight. But there is more to Thailand's participa-
tion in the undeclared war against the Laotian
pairiols: it also provides the Pentagon with
bases for the air war against the Laotians.

Ac¢rial warfare is a special aspect of the
US aggression against Laos. The US military
dropped their first bombs on her peaceful vil-
lages in May 1964. Since then, the US air force
has become much more active. Over the last
{hrece years alone, it has dropped about 3 mil-
lion tons of bombs on Laotian lerritlory. The
civilian population is being bombed with frag-
mentalion, napalm and pellet bombs, and other
latest ‘‘achicvements” of the US arms industry.
US bomber and fighter aircraft take part in all
{he opcrations launched by government troops,
Vang Pao’s bandits, other numerous mercena-

STATOTHR

ries and the CIA. Hundreds of planes owned by
the "Air America and the Continental Air Ser-
vices are engaged in ferrying troops and dcli-
vering arms and ammunition.

At present, Washinglon’s policy in Laos has
shown some new tendencies. There are plans to
increase—at lecast - to double—Vang Pao’s
“sccret army” by including fresh detachments
of Thai mercenaries and subversive groups from
the Khmer-Krom nationality, recruited by the
CIA in South Vietnam. '

In February 1971, Washinglon made its first
attempt to use the army of the puppet Saigon
regime in exlending its aggression in Laos.
Southern Laos was invaded by over 40,000 US-
Saigon {roops under air cover from US helicop-
ters and B-52 bombers. What is niore, US diplo-
macy and the CIA have been irying hard to
form another military bloc: the Saigon-Pnom
Penh-Bangkok-Vientiane  bloc.  This  would
amount tfo Laos’s membership of SEATO, the
bloc being used by Washington in its aggres-
sive Southeast Asian policy.

-But neither bombs, shells, nor political guile
on the part of US imperialism and its stooges
can break {he people’s will. Led by the Patrio-
tic Front of Laos, which was set up 16 years
ago, the courageous people have been inflicting
one dcfeat after another on the apgressors and
their accomplices. Over the lasl 17 years, the
Laotian patriols have killed a larpe number of
US officers and men and something like 200,000
mercenaries, captured or put out of action about
64,000 weapons, and shot down over 2,200
aircraft.

The Laotian Patriotic Front is in control of
two-thirds of the country’s lerritory. In the libe-
rated arcas, {he foundations of a future demo-
cratic, neulral and independent state are being
laid. For example, despite the barbarous US
bombings, the threc-year national development
pltan for 1968-1970 was successfully carried out.
In agriculture, the line is to set up collective
labour groups, and the arca under rice and other
agricultural crops has been enlarged. Over
1,200 hydro-installations have been built, which
have helped fo irrigate 20,000 hectares of rice-
ficlds. Some 2,500 kilometres of new roads have |
been laid. Thus, the victories on the battle-field
have been backed by successes in labour. ‘

On the whole, the cvents in late 1971 and
carly 1972 have shown the Laotian patriotic
forces’ firm resolve to liberate the country from
the US aggressors and their henchmen. The
sympathies of -the whole of progressive mankind
are on the side of the fighting Laotian people.

Y. MARUNOV
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WASHINGTON D C —-lf ond we have every recson to believe it's true, thn charges made -
in the March, 1972 issue of “Earth Mogozune “ that the CIA is now, and has been in the
" past, deahng in the dipe traffic, it's deplorable. Crugs and its donger was brought to the at-
tention of the American people of the National HERALD-DISPATCH newspapers in 1960. We
' pomted out in our initia] drive against depe, the fact that it destroys American youth. . .

Hence, if the CIA as charged and documented by “Earth Magazine” is deolmg in the
dope traffic, they are singularly destroying a whole generation of Ametrican youth. Dope des-
troys the brom cell, it rénders the individual, regardless of race, creed, cr naticnal ongm use-
less and powerless to think clearly. Depe, as it was fed to American soldiers in Asia is despicable
and deplorable. In Asia America’s finest young manhcod was destroyed before bemg sent - mto
battle in o senseless, useless, racist war,

In the article titled “"The Selling of the CIA” ’rexf by Mortan Kondracke, offers documen-
tation, photographs of former CIA spies. The spy was quoted, and we have ho reason to believe
that Earth is lying on the CIA, that its hislory is a sordid one.

The HERALD-DISPATCH has been aware for a number of years that the CIA has had
* - stooges in the universities and colleges through out the nation where they recruit brilliant young
students. These students were used as spies to overthrow the African and Asian countries, to
murder, assassinate, and destroy pecple.’

“Earth” cites facts that the CIA is involved in the opium trafflc with the “fertile tri-
- angle’” in the border areas of Laos, Burma, Thailand and the Yunnan province of southern
China. They say, “‘abcut twenty- five percent of the heroin sold in America comes through thi:
Southeast Asian channel. fronically, the American taxpayer feots a six billion dcllar o year b
for running the dcpe—the CIA, an organization which answers to nobody, is intricately
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C I A DOPE CALYPSO

by Allen Ginsberg (for Peter ﬁéle Scott)

IN NINETEEN HUNDRED FORTY SIX' | THE WHOLE OPERATION FELL INTO CHAOS

CHINA WAS WON BY MAO TSE-TUNG TIL THE U.S. INTELLIGENCE CAME INTO LAOS

. CHIANG KAI-SHEK'S ARMY RAN AWAY I'LL TELL YOU NO LIE I'LL SPREAD NO RUMOR

" AND THEY'RE WAITING THERE IN THATLAND TODAY ~OUR BIG PUSHER THERE WAS SOUVANNA PHOUMA
SUPPORTED BY THEC I A : THREE STRONG PRINCES IN A POWER PLAY
PUSHING JUNK DOWN THATLAND WAY - BUT PHOUMA WAS THE MAN FOR THE C I A
FIRST THEY STOLE FROM THE MEO TRIBES TOUBY LYFONG HAD WORKED FOR THE FRENCH
UP IN THE HILLS THEY STARTED TAKING BRIBES  BIG FAT MAN LIKED WINE AND WENCH
THEN THEY SENT THEIR SOLDIERS UP TO SHAN _PRINCE OF THE MEOS GREW BLACK MUD
COLLECTING OPIUM TO SELL TO THE MAN OPIUM FLOWED THROUGH THE LAND LIKE A FLOOD
PUSHING JUNK IN BANGKOK TODAY 7 COMMUNISTS 'CAME AND CHASED THE- FRENCH AWAY
SUPPORTED BY THE C T A S0 TOUBY TOOK A JOB WITH THE C I A
BROUGHT THEIR JAM ON MULE TRAINS DOWN ~ AND HIS BEST FRIEND GENERAL VANG PHAO
TO CHIENG MAI THAT'S A RAILROAD TOWN RAN OUR MEO ARMY LIKE A SACRED COW
SOLD IT NEXT TO POLICE CHIEF BRAIN " HELICOPTER SMUGGLERS FILLED LONG TIENG'S BARS
HE TOOK IT TO TOWN IN THE CHOOCHOO TRAIN IN XIENG QUANG PROVINCE ON THE PLAIN OF JARS

£ ' .

TRAFFICKING DOPE TO BANGKOK ALL DAY IT STARTED IN SECRET THEY WERE FIGHTING

SUPPORTED BY THE C IA 4 ' YESTERDAY
-7 CLANDESTINE SECRET ARMY OF THE C I A

THE POLICEMAN'S NAME WAS MR. PHAO

~ HE PEDDLED DOPE GRAND SCALE AND HOW ALL THROUGH THE 'SIXTIES-THE DOPE FLEW FREE
.+ CHIEF OF BORDER CUSTOMS PAID THRU TAN SON NHUT SAIGON TO MARSHALL KY
{ BY CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE'S U.S. AID AIR AMERICA FOLLOWING THROUGH

TRANSPORTING CONFITURE FOR PRESIDENT THIEU
THE WHOLE OPERATION NEWSPAPERS SAY '
SUPPORTED BY THE C I A ALL THESE DEALERS WERE DECADES AND TODAY ..
THE INDOCHINESE MOB OF THE C I A

HE GOT SO SLOPPY & PEDDLED SO LOOSE
HE BUSTED HIMSELF & CCOKED HIS GOOSE - g -- January 5, 1972
TOOK THE REWARD FOR AN OPIUM LOAD < . ' . .
SEIZING.HIS OWN HAUL WHICH SAME HE RESOLD

BIG TIME PUSHER
WORKING FOR TH

ADE TURNED GREY

A DEC
CIaA
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T:T’) rofessor Samue) Eliot A
| }"1 s 1903 Theodore Roose
oia - npational faw and mor
US Navy 10 support the “re
Panama from Colombia. The:
1o the Canal Zone treaty, is de
“Panama busmessmen, agen!
{which stood 10 gain $40 mill
‘the treaty] and United States
to add that the “agents” of
- Company were New York is
Seiigman and their Washingt
who organized and financed
suite in the Waldorf-Astoria.

in some ways, the Panar
partition is an instructive pre
involveraent in indochina.? Le
be differeat today; for many
preparing for revolution anc
lawed, under seciions 956-6¢
In theory, at least, responsidi
of American “interesis” is n¢
But in fact, the CIA still m:
J. & W. Seligman and similarc
" These contacts have beer
from Wall Street which suce
CIA into iis ficst covert ope
who created the CIA in 19
unhappiness at the deilection

gence function: “'I never had any moug.ht .« «when I set
up the CIA that it would be m;eCted into peacetime cloak-
and-dagger operations.”® His intentions, however, count-
ed for less than those of Allen Dalles, then a New York
corporation lawyer and President of the Couacil on

Toreign Relations. The "Administration became con-

ceraned that the Communists might shortly win the Italian -

elections:.

Forrestal felt that a sccret counteraction was viral, but
his initial assessment was that the Italian operation

"~ would have to be private. The wealthy industrialists
in Milan were hesitant to provide the money, fearing

- reprisals if the Commuanisis won, and so that hat was
passed-at the Brook Club in New York. But Ailen
" Dulles felt the problem could not be handled cfiec-
+ tively in private hands. He urged strongly that the
... government establish a covert organization with un-
" - vouchered funds, the decision was made 10 czeaie it
* wnder the Naticnal Security Councilt

Q"lf;'t trned
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Wash.-Alag. Regional Coordinator —

- or “embassy official,”

-working hours,

_primitive

THE SOUND |
Approved For Release gmﬁzhcil R-RDP800180 RO

E. B. del Rosario
V.V.AW.

Part One

n any given weekend night at the
Constcllation Bar and Restaurant, even the
most casual tourist may find himself rubbing
clbows with agents of half a dozen countrics.
These agents go under various official titles
and* capadcitics, such as ‘“information
specialists,” “rural development technician,”

but most all of them
into one occupational

can . be placed

; category — espionage. The main attraction

of the Constellation is the agents, and not
the music or the food; for at Suzanne’s
down the toad, one can get better, especially
food. But since there’s not much happening
in Vientiane, and there’s few places to go to
hide, the Constellation becomes the center
of activity on weekends. After official
this little city by the
Mckhong River tries to become a miniature
Saigon but without the wartime condmons
of its bnggcr sister.

While the resident agents are pursuing the
music, lights and slenderly built Lao
“puying,” another-group of men are busy
under bright flood lights at Wattay Airport,

“working  hurriedly, but competently, to

rpepare silver unmarked airplanes for early
morning flights. At the ramps of Air
America and Continental Air  Services,
Filipino, Chinese. and Thai mechanics are
checking, adjusting, ‘tuning and
reassemblying every functional part of the
aircraft which must carry people and cargo
over the entire length of Laos. One by one,
the DC-3’s, C-46's, C-123’s, CAribous,
Pilatus,
checked and double checked, for these
plancs must fly over some of the most
terrain  and' under primitive
conditions for four to ten hours daily. As
each aircraft is released by the flight
mechanics, other men take over the

" preparation of the plane. Lao laboress hump |
_hundred-pount sacks of rice or cornmeal up

the inclined belly of the C46’s or cargo of
military wares - into the " Caribcus and
C-123%. !

Porters and Helio Couriers are

Before the first rays of sunlight break on the
cheais of Buddhist monasteris, pilots are
receiving their briefmgs and assignments
from the operations sections. “Captina,
you're on Sixty Zulu this morning. Your
DZ’s arc Sixty-three, Eleven, Five und
One-Seven-Three. Weather is overcast at four

- thousand, broken at twenty-five hundred.

Double-check your recognition signal at Site
Five . .. the Pathet Lao took Site Thirtcen
last night.” “Jim, take Fourteen Tango to

Lima Two-{ive and pick up‘customer cargo.”
p p B

Take offis at Zero-Six-Thirty.”

The tone of the voice of the briefer is as
casunl as the night life” of the espionage
agents and as casual as a bus drive. The pilots
of the aircraft fly cargos that would horrify
the average United States citizen, the person

who' must pay for "the - operations of teh

CIA’s airlines. In the scemingly innocent
briefing given to pilot Jim are words which
may open congressional investigations which
will make all other investigations into the
U.S. overseas operations seem trivial. Broken
down into layman’s language, the bricfing
means, “Jim, {ly the C-46 cargo planc to Ban
Houie Sai and bring back a load of opium.”
On a flight between Ban Houie Sai, a town

in the center of tech “Golden Triangle,” the

world’s richest opium growing region, a C46
aircraft can carry between 12,000 to 14,000
pounds of opium. On some days, three or
four aircraft make such flights out of Ban’
Houie Sai.

Note About the Author: Del Rosano was an

employee of Continental Air Sctvices in

1967, As an “operations assistant ” based out

of Vientiane, Laos, he was responsible for

the monitoring of all flights in Laos for that

ClA-finaneed transport corporation and for

the loading and unloading of all cargo. As an

associate to a British citizen studying the

languages of teh Meq and Yao hill tribes in

the Golden Triangle, del Rosario was able to

learn nuch about the opium culture of the

region. On February 4, 1972, he testified in

Sar Francisco before representatives of the

national press and television networks about

his observations in laos. Parts of his
testimony will "be appearing in the next
issue, ' : .

S
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Ear{h's editor and publisher James Goode
charged that the CIA-supported Air America
airline is being used to ship opium from CIA
bases in Luos and Thailand. Goode cited an
article written by University of California °
professor Peter Dale Scott who said that
opium is grown by CIA -mercenaries,
including the Meco tribesmen, in Southeast

B Asia. According to Scott, the opium is then
B . shipped from the remote jungle areas aboarg
" Air America planes. L

A spokesman for Air Amecrica in
- Washington, D.C. also declined to comment
on the story. He would say only that Air
. America is a “non-domestic airline owned by
‘Americans which operates in Asia.” He said
he was unaware of any connections between
the airline and thé CIA.

Farth magazine’s March issue accuses the
CIA of controlling Air America — and
charges that the airline operation is
4 responsible for at least 25 percent of all
" heroin which reaches the United States.

T 1 Do AT, £ R T BT BT, 17 = et 2mre v
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Farth magazine charged that the Central .!

Intelligence Agency is intimately involved in
/43 the smuggling of millions of dollars worth of
hcrom into the United States each year.

magazine's edntor James Goode
announced at a press conference\in San
Francisco that the March issue O\I\Hﬂﬂh
documents a web of alliances which coynect
opiuntgrowing Southeast Asian farmers to

d the ClA-sponsorcd Air America Airlines and

biz money interests in the eastern United
States. Goode said that heroin-smuggling
entanglements are carefully spelled out in an
article written by University of California
English professor Peter’ Dale Scott; Scott’s
eight-page article traces the connection
between opium growers, CIA operatives,
flights of ClA-ontrolled airlines and the
eventual delivery of heroin to the U.S.

further that the

Goode charged

4 ClA-supported Meo tribemen and other
4 opium growers located in Southeast Asia’s

““fertile’ triangle™ are responsible for
anywhere “from 25 percent 1o 80 percent of
heroin traffic reaching the United
States.”

-{ years,

The magazince editor stated tht Scott’s article
was ‘‘clearly the most. dramatic
documentation of CIA complicity in heroin
trafficking yet published;” but he added that
‘the .CIA’s involvement in smack smuggling
has been suspected and reported abouit for
adding: *Yet nothing has been
. done.” . '

Goode announced that he was making all of
his evidence immediately available to United
States Scnators — and that he is calling for a
.Senate investigation of the CIA’s role in the
underground heroin market.

Studies on the smack problem in the United
States have indicated that up to $5 billion
dollars is spent annually on heroin by
500,000 American addicts. More than half
of the money spent each ycar on the
purchase of heroin — or $2:5 billion — is
obtained through theft by addicts. Medical
authoritics report that heroin presently
causcd more deaths to pcople between the
ages of 18 4&35 than do warg or cancer or
car accndents pprovea iE

ded Goode: “I find it inconceivable lhdi

£ the hierarchy of the CIA and other agencics

within our government have not cracked
" down on this source of smack.”

Goode "was asked about a suggestion voiced
earlier this week by -Senator Hubert
Humphrey that the CIA be assigned the task
of investigating and stopping the flow of
.. illegal heroin.

" cargo,

elease

A 78-ycar«old Seattle resident who worked
as a “civilian  aide” to Continental Air

"Services in Thailand -and Laos testified in

San Franciscothat he witnesscd opium being
loaded aboard CiA-sponsored aircraft.

Enrique B. del Rosario said he watched as
labeled as ‘“‘miscellancous,” was put
aboard Air America planes at the Ban Houie
Sai base in Laos, and.at two other bases in

Thailand. Del Rosario said he had served asa |

“civilian understudy™ at the bases in

Southeast Asia between 1966 and 1970.

When asked if he was aciually emptoyed at
the time by the CIA, del Rosario declined to
answer, insisting that he was not “permitted

0.” He added that his wife’and two children”
are currently in Thailand — and said that he

did not want to say anything “which might
jeopardize their safety.” .

" However, del Rosario admitted that he had

worked very closely with the Meo tribesmen
and other ClA-supported tribes, and that he
had seen literally *hundreds of acres of
cultivated opium fields planted by the
tribesmen.” Del Rosario said that the opium
was later harvested, and that he watched as
Air American planes landed at Thai and Laos
bases and loaded the “miscellaneous™ cargo
aboard. :

STATOTHR

. opium growing was permitted by the Laos !
and Thailand governments as long as there :

“Trat’s like appointing the SS to investigate \/
atrocitics at Dachau or Auschwitz,” Goode said.

Del Rosario, a Eérmer marine who served in’
Vietnam in 1964 and 1965, said that the

was no outside pressure exerted. [e
explained that, occasionally, a complaint
would be lodged about .the amount of
growing and smuggling, and that then the
‘government would move in and demand a

temporary halt to the opium cultivation.

CIA PEMIES
The Central Intelligence Agency has refused
to comment on charges voiced by Farth
magazine that the CIA *is deeply involved in
the smugglmg of herom into the United
States.”

A spokesman for the CIA, assistant director .
Angus Thuermer, insisted .to Farth News

that the intelligence agency ‘‘never
comments on any charges or complaints
made against the CIA.” Thuermer added,
however, that CIA director Richard Helms
had specifically denied any CIA connection
to the trafficking of heroin during a speech
he made to newspaper editors in
Washington, D.C. early last year. At that
time, Helms, in reply to charges that the CIA
was involved in moving opium from.
Southeast Asia to the United States,
said: . “We 'know. we are not contributing to
that problem.”

(Ed. Note: Further information en CIA
involvement in the opium trade is contained
in an article by Enrique B. del Rosario in
this issue of THE SOUND. )

2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6
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" Special to The Washington Post |
¢ VIENTIANE, Laos, Feb.
A7—A Laotian task force has
mounted a major counter-of-
fensive into the Plain of Jars
area 100 miles northeast of Vi-
“entiane in an effortto relieve
heavy enemy pressure on the
-Long Cheng-Sam Thong defen-
:sive  line, highly reliable
sources in Vientiane say.

A force of several thousand;

tMeo, Lao, Theung and lowland|

Lao irregulars was "secretly
maneuvered into atlack posi-

Approved For Release 200“'1' 8‘5;@?‘:’1“%&?{50%0-01601‘Ro
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ville valley area 10 to 15 miles«

supported intelligence patrols
say they have located enemy
supplies for the current push;
against Long Cheng and Sam i
Thong.

Other objectives of the task |
force are supply routes run-;
ning southward across the
plain from its northeastern
corner and the artillery posi-
tions on the southernmost
end. . )

The Laotian task force is
the first major olfensive ac-

tlons around the upland plain| tion by progovernment troops
during the past 11 days, and is .in the Plain of Jars since com-
now attacking enemy troop!|munist forces captured it {rom

tconcentrations and - supply

C~points in the area 20 -miles’
- "northeast - of Long (Jheng.[‘
Sources here describe the ef-"

fort as designed to break up a
‘major offensive threat by
North Vietnamese troops
against the Laptian govern-
_ment’s northern front.

" The precise location of the
task force’s various elements
and the results of early action
are not available here because
of tight security on the opera-
tion and the scattered nature
of the attacks, but sources say
the attacks have undoubtedly
disrupted any inténtions of|
the North Vietnamese to:
launch heavy attacks on Long
.Cheng and its sister village of
Sam Thong. .

. A number of attack posi-
tions have beern established:
across the southern end of the

.against
-Cheng base, foreing its evacu- .

‘believed poised to the north

General-Vang Pao’s army in
iate December after 48 hours|
of battle. From the plain the
communist force then moved
the strategie Long

ation as headquarters for the
CIA and Vang Pao’s pro-gov-
ernment Meo Army Commu-
nist forces briefly occupied
L.ong Cheng itself in mid-Janu-
ary, but were forced into the
hills between the base and

plain, where they have been
preparing for what U.S. mili-)
tary observers here feel wil be
another major assault on the]
hase. The base area is the Key

to the Royal Lao goverument’s
entire northern front.

‘An estimated three regi-
ments of North Vietnamese, or '
about 6,000 infantrymen, are .

STATOTHR

taken up by its troops over the
east of the plain where CIA- gast two wecks. The attack

plan appears to have been ac-
complished. ;

To maintain secrecy before
the attack, even supply drops
to most of the task force were
suspended during the entire
period. Some units were sup-
plied with food Ly quict-flying
Air America planes but only .
with limited amounis, Ammu-
nition resupply was not re-
quired,. sources sdy, because of
lack of contact with the enemy.

Reliable sources here say
that command of the opcre-
tion was given to Gen. Thao
Ly, commander of irregular
forces in southern Laos, who
is considered a highly compe-
tent soldier by most observers
here. Aside from the Meo vet-
erans at Long Cheng, Thuo:
Ly’s {roops at Savannakhet
are considered the best in
Laos. Thao Ly may join his
troops on the plain soon,
sources here say. :

To protect Long Cheng. it-

iself while the task force was

maneuvering into place and
beginning its attack, troops

’ from southern Laos, including

a substantial number of Thais
were flown into Long Cheng-
Sam Thong. Most of the so-
called Thai irregulars in Laos

—upwards of 9,000-—are be-

lieved o be among those now
jolding the northern front.
Fheve are no Thais with the

v

l_’»o-square-mile plain since .the-.and east of Long Cheng and ;obcration onto the Plain of
irregular force beganr moving Sam Thong. qJars, informed sources here
out from Long Cheng on Feb.| From 10 to 12 130MM field lsay. | <
R guns, with a range of 17 miles;, ' . i -mati
. Among the military objec-lare in place to the east of hAlthoulgl;- mfom}atlor} gn
tives, according to reports inlLong Cheng. ‘These are the ;? operation was klept tmft e
Vientiane, are limestone caves forces that the operation into . IDI}eSt se'me;/g_y, 3': eals oug
In"Te ey ions Rhouans(he B f Soes s BEvSIes i Visnilans arncd
- ) :gnctl}sr upt. The task force's in- goroes Teft Lonz Cheng when
10n Was to prepare in se-| nroo tribesmen in the capital

cret for simultaneous attacks %ﬁ%i&b@pmoo‘l-s
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_ . R ‘ - o soldiers involved ihe newsmen

withheld publication of the

. T

cobanyr Laase semmelar doos



IS YOUX TIEZ

STATOTHR. 4 3 F5B84%320.01601
Appqu_ved For Release 2001103_1041. Csli_%\AR‘_gl_?’raoRm

The Kew York Times/Nancy Moran

LAOTIANS ON THE MOVE: Soldiers board plane at Ban Xon, Laos, for flight to Long Tieng, a base operated by
the,Central Intelligence Agency that was recently under siege. The Airline, Air America, is also supported by C.LA, 4

FifSt‘Congressional Restraints Are Imposed on C.I.A.

R liforts of Senators Clifford P.icumvention - of Congressional
By BENJAMIN WELLES iCase, Republican of New eJr-iintent in the funding of activi-
Spectal to The New York Times ‘|sey; Frank Church, Democratities such as the Thal troops in
WASHINGTON, Feb. 12—The |of Idaho, and Stuart Syming-iLaos through C.LA, rather than
foreign aid authorization bill, 'ton. Democrat of Missouri.
signed by President Nixon on. They are members of the|agencies.”
Monday, includes for the first Foreign Relations Committee.; “It would also,” he said,
time in a quarter-century new :Together with the committee’s| ‘‘e]iminate the possibility that
controls on the operations, cost {Chairman, J. W. Fulbright,'thé Cooper-Church prohibitions

Intelligence Agency. jhave protested increasingly in;troops or advisers in Cambodia
The controls, which thus far/'recent months that Congress|could be skirted by using C.I.A.,
have attracted little public at-| has too little knowledge of, let |personnel.” ) '
|tention, are the first to be|alone control over, the agency’s Stennis The'r Irritant
added since Congress creaoted| activities, particularly in South-| T v .
the agency through the Na-|east Asia. | The ire of ine committee
tional Security Act of 1947, a! Senator Case urged on July[members is reported to be less
measure that wsa amended in|12 a tightening of restrictions|;2gainst the C.LA. itself than
1949. , over the Defense Department’s|23ainst Senator John C. Sten-
This act exempts the CIA|use of its funds cverseas and|MiS, Democrat of Mississippi,
from most fiscal and personnel| over its power to transfer “sur-| Chairman of the Armed Serv-
controls imposed on other fed-| plus” military material to other| 1CCS Committee and of. the so-
eral agencies. Funds, personnel: United States agencies. Mr.| called “Oversight” Committee
and material voted by Congress. Case insisted that the C.LA, be [Or the agency. The Oversight
to other agencies, such as the included in the restrictions lest COMmmittee  comprises senior
Defense Departnfent, can, for United States involvement in
example, be switched legally to Cambodia develop surrepti-
the C.I.A : " tiously, as he said it had in.
The controls were inserted at Laos. )

ald bill IareelvAtﬁmthFw

i through more open Government.

and personnel of the Central Democrat of Arkansas, theyagainst the use of American|

mermbers of the Armed Services|.

parioue points i this year's “ﬁgﬁ%’&%@%ﬁ&}& . CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6

and Appropriations committeeé
:plus four members of the For-
‘eign Relations Committee. It is
'supposed to watch over all the
agency's activities.

Under Senator Stennis’s di-
rection, however, it did not
meet at all in 1971—to the an-
noyance of Senators from the
Foreign Relations Committee,
who contend that C.ILA. activi-
ties around the world intimate-

{ ly and sometimes decisively af-

fect the conduct of Unite
States foreign policy.

They have now moved to by-
pass Senator Stennis and to
gain some control over the
;agency’s funds, personnet and
activities by writing controls
iinto the aid bill. Some Congres-
sional sources say, however,
that there are still loovholes.
| Specifically, according to
legislative specialists, the new
controls will require the fol-
lowing atcions: s

ZC I ™y
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- pelican lay

- back
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bow ST(?ACHAN .

Qeorga Oereld vrcis il0vin an era et
vous igroraniof eaclegy. Thus he was wule
lofaninsize 2whole v oletariat segment of
e pepilaiion ihet was immwne to e
doomrr'ay carn2s ¢f the main characters of

¢ Slute end its ainiens.

chl..,f\ aknowkbeitor thatwe ara all Ona,
Wien viontrose Chemnicals cumps DOT by
thietoninto Los Anszles Hartor, the brown
s egnswhncutuhalls and pasces
from -tk parade. Vihen consumiative
Americans build and drive — what, €0
millign? — cars, the ¢round is pumned
hollew and its conicnls dispersed into the
air, When cepitalism becomes the system
under vihich goods are distributed, men

. ceasceta be brothers ard their minds turn

and watTare os

frearco-o,.uractiontocrima:
ways cf relating to each olier.

Thus it cornes as no cuirprise that the
Marchissue of Earih masazine docuraents
{nat the CIA has been involved in cpivm

traffic in Southeast Asia for the past 20

- years. .

And it is understandable th iat. r|roh
from this innocent exploitation of south=ast
Asian growers and pickers. have wached
thome, Overcrowded Veterans’
Hospitels are furning junkie ex-Gls away
end  strurg-out  adolescents  wander
vacantly undar nzon lighis. They must pay
withtortured and shortenad lives — smack
presently 1=kes more 13- to 35-vear-olds

- thenwar, cancer or cars — vihile some of

us feel it sG far only in the £2.5 billion
]urkles steal ennually to feed ihnlr hzbits,
in vice sfead and hospital budgets.

The mnstmcrnmnnimj article in Eorth
is by Prof. Feter Dale Scott, a friend of
Allen  Ginsberg. Gusberg’s own
researches into ClA opium traffic were
».p,d l-‘,

et 1 i'?si iay's Rumparts,

',._,‘-“ ,-A"'l' a4 _'f t"(\ u.?L fy((.uu' ‘\‘ ‘O"

Looti's article treces hew certain Wall
Swrectinierests inal conlr mle.’. the CiA in
ils ezriy daya usedit to 52t up far SEastern
fronts for wnancial op‘.ratiuns. G, of
these froat compardns  — Civil  Air
Trensport (CATY, fstzr known as Air
Americs = supplied: arms and . cirer
sioniies to the Retionalist Chinese troops
of Seavral Li Wi in Burina, -

Liidi eadhis troops lorqagoeesed up on
their fighting and iumad o ine more
!ucr.mv" busiuoso of cpium -farming.
Morcover, in urder to maintain political
links m!n secref Chinec¢ socictins and
keep thom hostile 1o Mao's revolution, they
tuok over the opium trafiic in nor‘h\,rn
Yhailend znd Laos, Air America continu~

tomake “suppiy runs'’ flying opium and lis.

derivstive, heroin, around the world,
To second Scoit's researches, - Earith
heldapress conference last week at which

Enrique B. dal Rosario, aformer “'civilian

THE STAFF
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Th~|l=nd and Laos reported seeing ozium
loaded choard Al rAmenca plenes in Laos
and Thailand. Del Rosario stated {hat he
had seen cullivated opium fields planted by
Meatribesmen. He said thatihe opium was
iater harvesled, lebeled “‘miscellanecus”’
cargo, and loaccd into Air America planes
at military bases.

Scolt's article asserted that in 1955
atone 200 to 400 lons of opium were
harvesied in the. Burma-Leos-Thailand
“ferhile triangle,”’ 2nd only 100 tons of it
vicre consumed in Thailand. He quotes
Ehiol Marshall’s estimate in The MNew
Fopuitic nst 25 percend of all the smack in
the U.S, comes from there.:

""Up until about 1384, hov)ever, the
Urniod Slstes | ccmp!amed«ufficially and
Jw.auuoasly o the UM Mercotics

Commission about *Yunnan opnum * ‘brand
"923" marphing’ 2nd heroin from ‘the
Cinese’'mainland’ as part of Peking's *20-
year piantofinance political activities and
spreagd zddiction,” ' Scolt writes, while
astinnnling that mdeno many of the profits
ire sm(ck sale’ went to finance the
Faticaiatist China .lobby in Washington
vich, uintil Jastyear, successfully barred -
Arcerinun recegnilion” of the  largest
cownitoy in the world,

Ltx s careful not to blow up the
“Cad venabity of a US construction
i grm,nlot dudblinginepiumon the
m i0 @ Bianket condampation of the

: ClAas an agency, it is true,
< ot be weatitied with the narcotics

[y
Gegpr

oo .
L SN

“Liun aity .meide (dan can the whole of tha

Sownnlang,” hewrides; sndhe admits that
o envharrassing links  balween Air
riveiica and CATCL (Air America) have

been diminished jn the last five years.-.

“But,” ha concludes, "{he opium-based
eccnemy of Laos is still being protected by
a’ coalitien  of -+ oiura- growing CIA
merconaries, Air America planes end Thai
trocps.'”” And Farth editor James CGoode
anarily paints cut how corrustion abroad
has brought disaster back home:

“The ClAhzlpednut curkids in Vietnam
and CIA hercin trafiic {urned tham on to
smack,”” he szid at the press conference,
““Andwe’repayingthe CIA$dbilliona year .
for these services.' - ‘ *

Scotl's article, althouc,h unforiunately -
peppered with ruraors, “'it is claimed’s”’
and “‘said 1o be’s,’’ like most muckraking

_exposes is unassailably documented znd

almost unreadably intricate. Its basic
premise scems sourd. Anyway, I believe it, .
ifonly because itfits the zertyeist. As they
say ai another of those’ ‘untrustwaorthy
threo-letler institutions — IBM  —.
information - overlozd equals patiern
racognition. The amcunt of  official
';ulduggery tohitthefoninrecentyears is:

‘eide’ {0 Co &5l : O:n Qﬁbﬁgoqﬁ‘l
*" 1o coMpproved Fendelsase 25’6%723_??21;03_';%'? ;

Hﬁ" é‘*\ rz fr ;q‘\

; th'xse wrregular smoral bous

o ;'\ 0L "-’,u.j\

I h ) L
lﬁ;ﬂ {F i Hdd
CIA istrafficking smazck, I’ dbe sur')rlsed
to learn it wus not so.

To me, the rnost znlichtening cormment-
en the CIA’s workings appears in a
.companion article in Farth, "'The Selling of
the CIA," by Vicior Marchetti, a former
executive assistant to the number tvwo man
in the CIA. “It's inleresling how the CIA
liberals justify murder,” he writes. “"Thay
hire the gquy whohires the guy who aciually
commils the act, but they pretend tney nad
no part in it.”” . ) . )

This indirect inhumanity is most
certainly a national,.and maybe a human,
failing. It's bgen reilnrated over =nd over
inconiectionwithtna Vietnamwar: ve zare
alt quilly if we so much as purticipatain the
economic system or pay our {axes,
Capitalism: the economy is dapendent on
_l.‘.n war; crime: czpitalism tcoches lhe
co"rpehhw ethic; war: the emcnalon of
crime by legal means.

It's socasy to lose signt of connections.’
Whenlwas akid, assiriplea thir‘g asan ice
cream cone brought instant joy. I doesn’t
r.ow; and what does? A!mostnothm:, Lniess
I'm stoned or fzaeling reclly gand. -t do
noticAthatifl getupbrisiiyintne morning,
do my yoga, kezp busy .and alert and
exercise iy mind, i heve a gensral feeling
of well-being; ana that if 1'm slucqgish and
lazy | become desperdent and deprassed.
But | discover his only tihrouch
recollectionintrancuiliity; | can’t fesl the
direct connection. Shriniis call this losing
touchwithyour feelings, but if it's a mental
rrcblemn we all Jwre ithe sicenoss, |t
comes, supposs, partly frcm coing, perily
frrora cubicral damends dor xr_mun;_._uvniy.

So it gees n our reiatiors i 2uen
other. VWWe've rude to the waits CEH wil=out
thinking that she'll qo homia pisved gl
holler at her kid who will tezt up his
breotnor vhowill. ... Ws drive cars 2o
. complein azout the pain in cur jusgs, Voo
commit pelty larceny from cur 3

':M‘/ e

who aftzr all is exploiting us anjway. But
we draw lines, howover jajged and
arbitrary they may be.

- The only differenca | can see bothizen
aaries wid e
:mmorahty of themillionaire cpium czars
who feel no cempunctions zbout poiscning
andmurcwrmgthcurfelio JInanin ocdor o
keep up their consumptive and tyranaical
habits is that the villains have questioned
the capriciousness and hvpeerisy of {103
tines. Why preaci etmml vegetaricniom
while conirlhutmg to lne daaths of refugcns
by paying taxes {o back dictatorial
governments? V/hy cry for cleaner air on
newsorintwhichpeonle wilib
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By L FLETGHER PHDUTY

mountains when the Air
: Force cargo plane finally
approached the Pikes Peak
country from the west. Wearily,
‘it seemed, the aircraft crossed
the south shoulder of the peak,
turned left, dropped flaps and
began the long, gradual descent
to Peterson Field which serves
both -as an Air Force base and
" the municipal airport of Colora-
do Springs.

The landing was uneventful.
But from that point some strange
things happened.

The aircraft, a heavy-bodied

. C130 powered by four turbo-
- prop engines, taxied to a remote
end of the field rather than to the
regular ramp. A military bus
quickly pulled up alongside.

If any outsider had been there
to witness some 20 men. disem-
bark, he would have been told
they, were soldiers from India
scheduled for training at nearby
F{. Carson under a military aid
program. '

. But the troops weren’t Indians
and they never got to Ft. Carson.

The loaded bus headed west-
ward out of Colorado Springs,
.up the Ute Pass highway, and
disappeared into the night.

. During ‘the months that fol-
lowed, other men like those in
“the first ¢

{ odically in

r &IGHT HAD obscured the

‘EMPIREMA

WPé‘FA"?S%ﬁi'

. The author, L.- Fletcher Prouty, is
. a retired Air Force colonel who is

now with the Center of Political Re-

~ STATOTHR
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the same mysterious manner
and vanished into the mountains.

The identity of these men and -

the nature of their mission
makes a fascinating story — and,
in some respects, a frightening
one — with vast international
implications. Recent develop-
ments in relations between the
United States and Communist
China, which portend so much
for an era of peace, give that
story a special timeliness. The
details of this operation are

Teported here for the first time.

To understand what this hush-
hush operation was all about, it
is necessary to set the time,
which was August 1959, and to
recall the ominous twilight zone
— neither peace-nor war — into
which relations between East
and West had drifted in that
period. With an eye toward the
successful culmination of his
two-term administration, Pres-
ident Eisenhower announced a
series of international events
leading to a super-Summit Con-
ference in Paris during May
1960.

The Korean War had settled
into an uneasy truce six years
earlier, in 1953. The Berlin Wall

1961. At the moment the point of
East-West friction was at a most

vearForReIEas e, 200403104 ; CIARDPA61601RO009ED

olorado Springs in mythlcal land to most Americans ing for India would have had to

search in Washington, D.C.

"who connecte

‘do’s highest mountains.

1t vaguely wi
Ronald Coleman ‘movie about
Shangn-la

There is nothmg mythical
about Tibet. It is an ancient
country with an area four times
that of Colorado, separated from
India to the.south by the Hima-
layan Range, many of whose
peaks are twice as tall as Colora-
The
country’s average elevation is
about 15,000 feet. Soon after the
Communist *© government took
over control of China in 1949,
Peking announced its intentions
of “liberating” Tibet. In October
1950 Chinese Communist troops
invaded it.

Tibet’s spiritual and temporal
leader, the Dalai Lama, then only
15 years old, urged his people not
to resist. The Chinese in turn left
the Dalai Lama alone. But by
February. of 1959 it became evi-
dent the Chinese intended to

‘seize him to gain undisputed

control over that country.
Forewarned, the Dalai Lama
and about 80 of his followers fled
Lhasa, the capital city on March
17, 1959, heading for the safety of
India. The Chinese were not
aware of the Dalai Lama’s
departure for several days. They

" was still two years in the future, had been lulled by the fact that

there were only two good route§”
out of Lhasa, both under Chmese

GO00048/an leav-
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" Official US. Se

. By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
i " Star Stalf Writer
.. VIENTIANE — U.S. official
secrecy in Liaos continues to a
considerable extent, despite
some recent relaxation of
press restrictions by the U.S,
Embassy here.
.. American sources said some
influential U.S. officials in Vi-
entiane still believe secrecy is
the best policy and can’t bring
themselves to open informa-
tion doors more than a crack.
“Part of it is they are afraid
of the limelight focusing on
this place, and they feel they

don't want to bow to any press-

or Senate pressures. Secrecy
is so0 deeply ingrained here it's
_ become a habit.” one-said.

i ‘Small Step at a Time’

Other Americans said the
U.S. mission to Laos is split on
‘press policy ‘and, therefore,
‘any improvements will come
‘“‘only one small step at a
time! Some encouraging
steps have been taken.

On Jan. 19, a press group

. representing. US. wire serv-

jces, national dailies and tele-

./ vislon was allowed into Long

Cheng, the CIA, U.S.AF, base
75 miles northeast of Vientiane
which have been off limits to
all but a few of the U.S. press
since the start of its operation
in late 1962,
U.S. officials who normally
,work there were present, and
they went about their business
pretty much as usual, without
hiding. Later, Air America
crewmen who say they long
"have been under instruction to
keep their mouths shut, talked
openly about combat experi-
| ences. : .

Ground Rules Outlined '

All this was done under a
series of quite sensible ground
rules given to the press on
deep background. Ground
rules were that U.S. personnel
supporting irregular . troops
are not to be filmed, photo-
graphed or otherwise identi-
fied by name or function. They
may, however, be quoted or

referred to as U.S. officials. j

The Rules were acceptable to
most of the press because they
meant the press would have

'i.ntelligencé " bodies. It was

WASHINGTON STAR
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specified also on deep back-
ground that the press could
describe what a *“U.S. officlal”
was doing. . ' . .
A second press trip was per- fary pressure on Lohg Cheng
mitted to Long Cheng last made it practically unusable
week, and during this it be- as a base for covert U.S. mili-
came evident that official se- ‘tary activities, and there are
crecy still was very much few places left in-Laos to
around. o which the United States could
Trip by Copter l;mct)}\ze 1:}tlo be out of reach of
ip by Co ot] e North Vietnamese
As in the first visit, the and the U.S. press.
press went uo in a helicopter Another possible reason is
chartered from Air America that the Uaited States has al-
and flew to Long Cheng ac- ready overspent the ceiling of
companied by U.S. officials $350 million allowed by Con-
::mlg1 tahLaohgen.eriz)l.t tion has grc{eiss ItJPSﬁgIX tge w?:ir here,
ough combat actio an KN mbassador G.
shifted {rom the Lon% Ehertg McMurtrie Godley is prepar-
area, newsmen were taken to ing a request for additional
the same places as on the pre- money., d a
vious trip. Requests to go to Secrecy here has- angered
other places were turned down Congress in the past, and to
on tl}ée b%rougds the l&elicopters continue it could mean Con-
wou endangered. ess would riee)
. ﬁl ;,ienqu :tSt I,?g ntghléggpgrt: ‘x,'eto gfunds. not vote addition.
; n T~ Also some U.S, officials are
night was agreed to by Meo coming to realize that Laos
commander Vang Pacand top ‘secrecy has Dbenefited no one
Ersx;'e ;)efgégilals and then sudden- put Hanol. Secrecy meant the
. " U.S. press was impelled to un-
The fact that all newsmen . ;
wanting to go to the Long cov?r tw hat “%S going on, con-
Cheng area were made to go fiev?tf;%ger%n aﬁcsi' ﬁlslti;y t?}i;
ogetor o0 e omme 900 much larger Hnol iy
; ! activities
that a single newsman is not Y :
allowed to go to the areaon cyDﬁggmniu %22’ Il}“éd’ secre-
U.S. transport traveling com~ ;Yo ' cpnscpor o '.t't'ignovegn‘
stantly between Long Cheng admitting that
and Vientiane, can only give many of the Thai forces fight-
rise to suspicion that the U.S. 18 in Laos paid for and some-
is sanitizing the area on speci- times led by Americans, are
fied days for the purpose of regular Thai army troops on
press junkets aimed at show- é?gcﬁ?gll-saziud?ga'dimem' alltins
3 g msisl on ¢
ing secrecy has stopped. - m%? ‘volunteers.” g
Reasons Given e U.S. still does not admit
" US. officials here said that [0 @ll American casualties in
U.S. air transport is limite

q Laos. It will give air casual-
and in great demand, and that ties on U.S. missions origin-
a continuous flow of press in

ating in Laos, but not from the
the area would waste the time

7th Fleet, Vietnam or Thai-
of U.S. officials and others.

l‘a%dsand downed in Lzos.

Aircraft leaving Vientiane; -S. air attaches here refuse
however, often have one or to talk to the press. Saigon
two empty spaces and Van EVeS some of the US. air
Pao and U.S, officials would 1053¢s but o defails of the
not have to lay on elaborate : : o
briefings for cne or two people nglséo%;“w?rdr air controllers
who are interested in report- bat alrmen continue

various reasons why secrecy p . .
> ‘ ¥ Lao air TTT
has been lifted even to & small ;o0 force 28s some-

of ¢

in

crecy Persisis

These craft fly in various
Southeast Asian countries, but
can be flown by pilots of many
nationalities, and it is not
clear just whose air force they
belong to and U.S. aid officials
cover up corruption among lo-
cal govegnm’ent officials.

mors SopiishERs B ERemhse 2001/03/04 - iR R BBe8 0 125118Y00900090001-6

dropping any mention of U.S.

.. fe b controllers,  do not car
that North Vietnamese mili- pneniaan Tarkings. Ty
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A' University of California
professm a magazine publish-
“er and a former civilian aide

1 Thailand and Laos have

' /?(:ined to charge that the Cen-
- tral Intelligence Agency (CIA)
‘of the Uniled States Govern-

ment is involved in the deadly
traffic in opium in Southeast
Asia.

Peter Dale Scotf, professor
of Mcdieval“Tistory -at U.C.,

-said wealthy New York in-
_vestment interest collaborated
. with the CIA in seiling up Air
+ American, a
airline, cstablished after the.
. fall of China. He claims the
; firm is a {front for the opium.
.- dealings. - =~ :
. Scott said the CIA’s alleged
© involvement is more than just

Taiwan-based

o shore up the economy of

~the ‘countries of Southeast

As1a

- “While the goal is not the
- infusion (of drugs) into the GI

ranks, if the opium tradé were

"ot built up as it is the prob..
" lem would not be nearly so:
‘. acute as it is,” he told a press
.conference at the San Fran-
i eisco Press Club. He is the au-

", thor of a soon to be published
- book titled ‘“War Conspiracy.”

Enrique B. del Rosario, a

“former civilian aide in Thai-

land and Laos and now re-
gional coordinator for Viet-

-nam Veterans Against the.
War, said he worked closely -

with Meo {ribesmen and had

‘seen cultivated opium fields
i Dlanted by the tnbesmen He_

said the opium later was har-
vested and that he watched it
being put into warehouses op-
erated by wealthy Chinese at
Ban Houie Sai base in Laos as
late as 1967. -

He said he couldn’{ give any
specific evidence of CIA com-
plicity in the heroin traffic,
adding, somewhat cryptically,

“I can’t say more, It depends

STATOTHR
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on the future.”

He indicated be was not
afraid for his life, but that he
has a wife and two children
still living in Thailand.

James Goode, editor and
publisher of Earth magazine,
whose March issue details the
alleged involvement of the

CIA in the dope traffic, said

the area described by Del Ro-

. r.v-«-,-,-\.,,,,,_. e
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sario produces only two prod-

ucts, chili peppers and opium.

“The only possible product
air lifted out of there would be
cpium, and the CIA conliols
90 per cent of the airlines,” he
declared.

He said he did not know
where the suit will be filed or
how much money it would
seek.
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: This is the type of advertiaing going on.
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PRESS RELEASE ON: THE CONTENTS OF THE MARCH 1977"

YE OF EARTH MAGAZINE
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'HEROIN: SOME AMAZING LINKS BETWEEN THE CIA,

) o ; . THE MAFIA, CHINESE NATIONALIST OFFICERS --

| S

AND A FEW BANKS AND INSURANCE COMPANIES

STATOTHR

vAccbrding to dét;iled evidence in the March issue of EARTH magazine, the CIA
is involved in opium traffic from the "fertiié triangle'" in the border areas
* of Laos, Burma, Thailand and the Yunnan prdvince of sputhern China. About .
_twenty-five percent of the heroin sold in América comes through this Southeast
- - . Asian channel. Ironically, the American taxpayer foots a six billion doliar a
| year bill for running the’dope -- the.CIA,'an organization whiéh answers to n&-'
body, is intricately involved in fhe_flbw of opium out of the Asian hills and
'inﬁo the United-States. U.S. tax moﬂey started Air America, the largesf airline
in Southeast Asia, used to supply and ﬁaintain opium growers,'and éiso used for
smuggling opium out of the trigngle to Saigon and Hong Kong. The CIA claims
other reasons for their huge operations, but as EARTH magazine poinﬁs oqt in
Berkeley professof.Peter Dale Scott's tborough arficle, the agency is party to
~ pushing dope around thé‘wqud. ‘. |
Scott's article, supported by over 80 footnotes, is"especially sobering in that
it reveals a set of international alliances ranging from Chiang Kai Shek's

‘brother-in-law to members of the Royal Laotian family to Wall Street lawyers

§

. ' o A, " (continued...)
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- these losses by introducing large numbers ot ClA-com-

I weeks. top U.S. military leaders in Southeast Asia have

By Rlchard E. Ward
. ‘ President Nixon's latest *“*plan to end the war now is
. proven to be yet another hoax by the administration’s
‘ efforts to salvage its puppet regime in Laos.

-On Jan, 19, a selected group of U.S. journalists was

"~brought into Laos by the CIA contract airline. Air

America, for the first officially authorized view of the
once top-secret U.S. base at Long Chieng.

The base has been under siege by forces of the Lao
Patriotic Front (Pathet Lao) for more than a month
during one of the most }mport.mt battles in the long
struggle between liberation tones and U.S.-backed mili-
tary elements.

In other recent bnefmgs U .S. officials have largely

lifted the remaining secrecy about U.S. military opera-
tions in Laos being directed by the CIA.

~ CIA operations in Laos and elsewhere in Indochina
are not new. As early as 1950, French officials detected
a U.S. effort to use intelligence operatives posing as
economic aid officials to undercut the French and to
develop a pro-U.S. military and political base in Indo-
china, French suspicions were not unfounded. as the
CIA established the Ngo Dinh Diem fascist regime in
South Vietnam between the time of the French defeat at
Dienbienphu in May 1954 and the signing of the Geneva
Accords on July 20 of that year.

This CIA effort to maintain the Diem reglme caused
the war that has continued to the present and which has
been extended by the U.S. to the whole Indochina
peninsula, Eventually., CIA control of U.S. military
operations in Vietnam was transferred to the Defense
Department, but the CIA still directs ground operations
of U.S.-backed forces in Laos and it controls a portion
of U.S. activity using planes of Air America anpd
Continental Airlines.

With pilots paid $S40.000 per year, the U.S. planes
bring supplies to the ClA-directed armed forces in Laos,
spot targets for U.S. bombers and carry out a variety of
other operations, including the maintenance of assassina-
tion teams and espionage bases in the liberated zone,
now comprising three-fourths of the country.

During the 1960s. the CIA created a secret army that

at its peak had nearly 40,000 mercenaries; mainly of the-

Meo minority. under the command of Gen. Vang Pao.
From 1968 to the present this army has been suc-

-activities in Laos, at least since 1963

j _'_' - manded Thai mercenaries, whose exact number remains
L GUﬁim&n . "7 1y unknown, but is estimated at 5000-10,000. In recent

gone to Bangkok and Vientiane to arrange a further
augmentation of Thai mercenaries in Laos.

With recent Pathet Lao victories at the Plain of Jars,
the Bolovens plateau and in other areas, and the
continuing siege at Long Chieng, the situation confront-
ing the U.S. in Laos has never been more acute. The
military usefuiness of the Long Chieng CIA base has
been ended. although the battle there continues with the
remnants of Vang Pao’s troops reinforced with Thai
mercenaries and forces of the Royal Laotxan army, also
completely U.S.-financed. -

The latest reports from Laos state that the Pathet Lao
forces hold the initiative and have the capability of
maintaining a long siege. despite heavy U.S. bombings
against the liberation forces encircling Long Chieng.
Because of the heavy fighting U.S. journahsts could not

land and had to survey-the battle scene at Long Chleng
from the air.

They saw the battered remains of what was once one
of the largest military installations in Laos, including the
former headquarters of the CIA’s secret army, an airstrip
and a town housing about 30,000 civilian dependents of

" the mercenaries. The dependents have been eyacuated.

but reportedly about 6000 pro-U.S. forces are still trying
to prevent a complete defeat that could have shattering
effects on the morale of the remaining US-hdcked
forces and the Vientiane puppet reglme. itself. :
About the only remaining *'secret™ about U.S. opera-
tions in Laos was the name of CIA station chief. The
Pathet Lao radio, however, revealed that he is Hugh
Tovar, officially the first secretary in the U.S. embussy.
In the past, Western correspondents in Vientiane,
including Americans, have had to keep some of their
knowledge of CIA or other U.S. activities to themselves
or risk expulsion or possnbly lmpnsonment by the
puppet authorities. _ .
Prominent Laotian opponents of U.S. intervention in
Vientiane have faced almost certain imprisonment and in .
some cases death. For example, Quinim Pholsena. an
authentic neutralist and foreign minister of the tripartite
government of national union established in 1962. was-
assassinated in Vientiane in 1963 by rightist henchmen
of the CIA, according to the Pathet Lao. That assassina-
tion effectively ended the coalition government ia
Vientiane, which since 1964 has been completely domi- .
nated by the U.S. Prince Souvanna Phouma, prime
minister of the Vientiane regime, who claims to be u
neutralist, has sanctioned all the U. S. intcrventionzlry

The only conceivable reason for the U.S. secrecy was
to hide from the American people that the U.S. was
intervening in Laos in total viclation of the 1954 and
1962 Geneva accords on Laos. The secrecy was part of
the U.S. propaganda effort to disguise U.S. aggression in
Indochina behind charges against North Vietnam. The
U.S. bombing of Laos, which began in May 1964 and
was not officially admitted by Washington until April
1970, has devastated large portions of the country.
About half the total population have been refugees at
one time or another; fleeing from U.S. bombs or forcibly
removed to internment camps by the U.S,
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The Activities of the Central |nte"|gence Agency,
- at Six Bl”lon Do"ars a Year

Edward K. Delong . : . .
United Press International
Washin_qton, D.C.

“Whenever you are working on a problem that the military is deeply interested in —

because It's affecting one of their programs . . .

you to say, the browbeating starts
. I ' ‘ " they want it to read.”

- .
B N

(Based on a dispatch distributed by UPI
on October 3, 1971)

Victor Marchetti embarked 16 years ago on a ca-
reer that was all any aspiring young spy could ask.
But two years ago, after reaching the highest levels
of the Central Intelligence Agency, he became dis-
enchanted with what he perceived to be amorality,
overwhelming military influence, wasteand duplicity
in the spy business. He quit.

Fearing today that the CIA may already have be-
gun “going against the enemy within" the United
States as they may conceive it — that is, dissi-
dent student groups and civil rights organizations
=~ Marchetti has launched a campaign for more presi-.

-dential and congressional control over the entire
. U.S. intelligence community.

"1 thipk we need to do this becausewe'regetting
into an awfully dangerous era when we have all this
talent (for clandestine operations) in the CIA —
and more being developed in the military, which is
getting into clandestine “ops" (operations) — and
there just aren't that many places any morse to dis-
play that talent,” Marchetti says.

" Running Operations Against Domestic Groups
““The cold war is fading. So is the war inSouth-

east Asia, except for Laos. At the same time, we're
getting a lot of domestic problems. And there are \}

- .péople in the CIA who — if they aren't right now
. actually already running domestic operationsagainst.
" student groups, black movements and the like — are
. tertainly considering it.

™This is going to get to be very tempting,"™ Mar-
chetti said in a recent interview at hiscomfertable
home in Oakton, (Va.).a Washington suburb where
many CIA men live.

"There'll be a great temptation for these people
to suggest operations and for a President toapprove
them or to kind of look the other way. You have
thé danger of intelllgence turnlng against the na-
tion itself, going aga1nst the 'the. enemy within.'"

Marchetti speaks of the CIA from &n insider's
point of view. At Pennsylvania State University he

‘between ‘the- community and the outside,

v

and you're not saying what they want
the pressure to get the report to read more like

' STATOTHR:
Offer of Job in CIA |

Through a professor secretly on the CIA payroll .~
as a talent scout, Marchetti netted the prize all S
would-be spies dream of — an immediate job offer
from the CIA. The offer came during a secret meet-
ing in a hotel room, set up by a stranger‘ who tele-
phoned and ldennfled himself only.as "a friend of
your. brother."

Marchetti speni one year as a CIA agent in the
field and 10 more as an analyst of intelligence re-
lating to the Soviet Union, rising through the ranks’
until he was helping prepare the national intelli-
gence estimates for the White House. During this
period, Marchetti says: "I was a-hawk. I believed
in what we were doing." '

Moving Up

Then he was promoted to the executive staff of
the CIA, moving to an office on the top floor of
the Agency's headquarters across the Potomac River
from Washington.

For three years he worked as special assistant
to theé CIA chief of plans, programs and budgeting,
as special assistant to the CIA's executive direc- v{
tor, and as executive assistant to the Agency's ’
deputy director, V. Adm. Rufus L. Taylor.

"This put me in a very rare position within the
Agency-and within the intelligence community in
general, in tks* I was in a place where it was be-
ing all pulled together,"” Marchetti said.

1 Began To See Things | Did Not Like

"I could see how intelligence analysis was done
and how it fitted into the scheme of clandestine
operations. It also gave me an opportunity to get
a good view of the intelligence community, too:
the National Security Agency, the DIA (Defense In-
telligence Agency), the national reconnaissance or-
ganization — the whole bit. And I started to see
the politics within the community and the politics
This change
of perspective during those three years had a pro-
found effect ,on me, because I began to see things I
didn't like.'

deli e re se an in en '
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shattered, Marchetti decided to abandon his chosen
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'r!Préity Spasky* T heMr Y
% However, the pilots” have’!
“-gome pretty . spooky passen-.

E - 634,371
g - 701,743

'Pll@i‘s Aging
ln Laos \Var

Vxentxane. Laos — (AP) -
.Thb fly long hours in the
flak-fllled skies of Laos and
play hard in exohc Ornental

. fleshpots.

‘But behind the swashbuckl-
'ing facade, Air America pilots
-are often men with mort-
gages, sagging waistlines and
_even grandchildren. The sol-
- diers of fortune are going
gray They now have some-

. thing to lose. -

If they get shot down, their
" lives are only worth two kilo-
“grams of gold — worth about
~ $3,300 in Europe. This reward
is offered to primitive hill-tri-
* besmen for surviving crew
members by the private com-
“pany, -a civilian contractor
which takes orders from the
Agency -for International De-
velppment.

4The average age of my

; pilots is, 43,” said James Cun-
i nmgham, the Air America

chief in Laos. “They’re still
wild, some of them still break
. the rules all the time and fly
* by'the seat of their pants. But

¢ they re alsp scrious family

" men with business interests.

125 Professional Pilots
Often called the CIA airline
. because of its contract work
for; Washington's paramilitary
‘fnvolvement in Laos, Air

America has 125 professmnal ‘

. pilots flying 35 fixed-wing

glanes and 36 Thailand- based |

licopters..
Cunningham " pooh-pochs
, kalk of clandestine ‘“‘spook
mlssu‘ms and “black oper- |
"Nlons allegedly -performed )
' “4f1.China, and North Vietnam.
wo4That's a lot of drivel,” he .
‘]aid “We haul K passengers,
Yfuel. and supplies, any, cargo
equired by the services of |
gls country. ‘I'm- not saymg
vthere isn't a CIA presence in -
¥Laos, but if I found any of my
Lpilots taking orders from the .
CIA- they'd gct canned.
JBosyou see those planes out
>there'> At 125 knots they
: wouldnt last five . minutes

; over ..?hmp%rsva‘d%r

|
|

-

1

1

~force.

. going to hell. No placg is safe

gers on occasion — -strange !
"Americans with code- names, !
-unidentified Asians from sev-3
- eral different countries, men

_*with guns-who ask to be land- ¢

ed”at little-known airstrips in
.the jungled mountains behmdi
‘enemy lines.

2“1 don’t know who they are-i

and 1 don’t want to know,”
said one pilot, “All I know is {
.a guy could get fired talking
-about them.” .

- Pilots also have helped res-

cue downed U.S. Air- Force |

‘fliers.
" Air- America itself ‘has lost
flve planes in the past two

‘months and nearly 50 have |

been shot up by antiaircraft
fire. Pilots also are being buz-
zed by Soviet-built MIGS of
‘the North Vxetnamese air

‘Danger Is Rife .
-+ Antiaircraft sites - are so
thick in Laos that some areas
are technically off limits to
unarmed civilian aircraft. But
Uthere’s written policy and
unwritten policy,” explained
one Air America man.

“We fly anywhere, and it's
getting worse all the time,”
he added., *“This country is

any more.”

-Flying in high-risk areas

tnd earning night differential,
some of the pilots make‘
$40,000 a year.
"Y1 earn every penny of it, »
raid pilot James Russell, 49, a
Lecorated World War II
pomber pilot.

-1 fly where other pilots {
gon't fly because I need the
money,” the Texan said. “I
have several deals cooking. It
have a wife and three beau-
§€ful children to support. I
want to expand my cattle |

ranch,” a 25,000-acre spread-|’

{n Brazil. :
Plane Destroyed _
‘Last ‘week Russell’s plane
was destroyed on the ground |
by enemy mortar fire. He was
on -a clandestine . mission in-
volving six unidentified
~ Asians, including a CIA agent
code-named Swamﬁ'e%Rus-
sell. outran pursuing North
Vietnamese soldiers for two
miles before a helicopter pick-
ed him up. :
*“Right now there’s a well-
dressed North Vietnamese |
weatjng a singed $65 flying
jacket,” ‘he drawled. “I'd Just
bought that damn thing in |
Hong Kong and like a fool I}

"STATOTHR
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By ANNE DARLI\G
Statc Journal Special Writer

BAN ZONG, Laos—The un-

Jdikely assortment of people
.who cross paths each day at
.this dusty valley oulpost in

northern L aos includes sol-
diers, refugees, American pub-
lic health and relief workers,

QTELL.....L&UL.CXIWGX
empioyes, pilots, Filipino con-
siruction workers and a Chi-
nese restaurateur.

Three years ago there was
one tiny village in the valley

-and a bamboo pole with a flag
-on it. Now, where the pole was,

is an airstrip long enough to
accommodate bulky C-130
cargo planes. Refugee settle-
ments are scatted across the
valley. There are schools, pre-
fabricated houses, a 140-bed
hospital and a snack bar called

. Pop’s Palace.

WHEN SAM Thong, to the
north, fell to the North Viet-
namese, this became the new
base of operation for the refu-
gee relief program of the U.S,

:'Agency for International De-

velopment. Now that Long
Cheng, south of Sam Thong, is
threatened military operations
for the region are being car-
ried out from here as well.

The Americans fly into Site
272, Ban Zong’s code name,
and the refugees come by foot.

- But all are here because of the

war,

The rcfugees estimated at
10,000, are Meo lribesmen for
the most part. Some have been

here long enough to plant rice

<.

Lt J:"-r’ W
5]

on the hlllsxdes Olhers fled

,their villages recently, in the

wake of advancing North Viet-
namese units.

“EVERY DAY they come
through looking for a plane
ride to Vientiane,” said one
pilot of the dozens of women
and children sitting alongside
the airstrip next to meager

bundles of household belong-.

ings. “But we aren't evacuat-
ing now. So they stay and we
feced them or they move on by
foot.”

All of the equipment in sight
at Ban Xong—from the jeeps
and choprpers and small planes
that line the busy runway to
the surgical tools at the hospi-
tal—were paid for by Ameri-
can dollars.

The primitive but clean little
hospital is “full up these
days,” said Dr. Gene Kirkley
of the USAID public health
staff. About half of the patients

were wounded in battles or in’

accidents with weapons. The
rest suffer from malaria, pneu-
monia, parasites and malnuti-
tion.

“THEY’RE SICK all right,”
said Kirkley. “As sick as any
people I've ever seen any-
where,”

‘As one 28-year-old Meo
woman with malaria lay on a
hospital bed, a man prepared
an opium pipe for her to
smoke. The doctor said the
woman ‘“‘may be smoking to
relieve pain but she looks like
an addict.”

Across from her was a 12-

~ ot N

i

blown off in a grenade explo-
sion. “It's a wonder they don’t
all get kill,” said Kirkley.

rm T Ty Q"!

o Py

-year-old boy shoe hand was’

DOWN A hill from the hospi- -

gathering place for the Ameri-
cans.
forms work for Air America,
the private CIA airline that
also serves USAID on contract.

Pilots for Air American and
Continental Airlines fly in daily
with military supplies and
foodd for refugees, They fly
out often with the sick and

tal is the snack bar in stilts, .

The men in grey uni--

wounded, those cases too seri--

ous for Kirkley's staff to han-
dle.
Many of the USAID relief.

workers have becen in Laos for -

years and are able to speak
Lao. The soldiers at Ban Xong
are Lao and Thia. THe CIA
people, many of whom were in
Vietnam and now are on con-
tract to the Agency, are as-
signed to Lao army units.

MOST OF the pilots and CIA
employes wear their “pound of
gold,” chunky 18-carat ID
bracelets. Ohe young CIA ad-
viser entered Pop’s in a tur-
tleneck sweater and bell bot-
tom dungarees, with bullet
clips criss-crossing his chest
and pistol and knife slung low
on his hips. Another, with
sliced-back hair and daggar
tatto on his forearm, carried a
pistol in a shoulder holster be-
neath a sheepskin vest to
which was pinned a big silver,

star that read “Shenff »

e
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|Souvanna

By CRAIG R. WHITNEY
Special 1o The New York Times

VIENTIANE, Laos, Jan, 22—
Despite the most serious North
Victnamese campaign of recent
years in_northern Laos, the
© Prenier, !
'ma, said today that his Govern-

ment would not ask the United

States for more military aid,

“unless the situation gets
" worse.”

Speaking at a news confer-
ence, Prince Souvanna Phouma
said that the North Vietnamese
forces were equipped with new
and better arms—130-mm long-
range artillery, provided by the
Soviet Union-—while ‘“we are
still equipped with old arms.”
~ The North Vietnamese bhave
driven the Government’s troops
and American-supported irregu-|

. lar forces off the Plaine desi

Jarres and have forced the
. abandonment of most opera-
tions at the Long Tieng base,
sbout 30 miles south of the
plain.

American officials here have
said that even under the cur-
rent aid program, because of
heavy losses of equipment and
casualties suffered by Govern-
ment troops and Thai. “merce-
naries,” as the Premier called
them today, they may ask Con-
gress for more money above
the $330-million annual ceiling
imposcd by the Senate last Oc-
tober.

These losses include- 20 artil-
lery pieces left by the §,000
Thai and Laotian forces swept
off the plain last month, out-
gunned by the North Vietna-
mese.

Yesterday, according to au-
. |thorities here, four more 155-
mm guns were lost when Novth
Vietnamese and Pathet Lao
troops drove the defenders from
1Government positions at Phou
Khoun, -northwest of Longi
Tieng, 100 miles north of Vien-,
tiane and south of the royal’
capital at Luang Prabang. ;

Fighting Heavy on Ridge

At Long Tieng itself, heavy
fighting between the Govern-:
ment forces and North Viet-
namese regulars continued yes-'
terday on the bombed-out
Skyline Ridge, which dominates
the northern side of the base.
Government forces lost one po-
sition on to po fthe ridge yes-
terday morning, but then recap-
tured it in the afternoon at a
wounded, according to inform-
ants here,

Many of these troops are

regular LaotiaAg%mgggkgf

T A Sy TRSTRT T

‘IMeo special fore
ioperate there.

Ph

', The base's ‘purely military

NEW YORK TIMES
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‘stgnificance has been greatly
diminished since early January,
when the Central Intelligence.
iagency withdrew its communi-

Prince Souvanna Phou- [cations and surveillance equip- command

'ment from Long Tieng and
planes stopped landing on the
airstrip because of Communist
artillery fire.

An American pilot stationed
here said that United States Air
Force search-and-rescue heli-
copters which used to pluck
downed American pilots out of
the jungle, had also been sta-
tioned at Long Tieng but had
has withdrawn to Dbases far,
to the south of Thailand. Thet
crew of an Air Force Phantom|
jet bomber that was shot down|
Thursday in the mouintains]
near the Plaine des Jarres had:
to be rescued by a civilian Air,
Amderica helicopter, the pilot)
said.

Policy Stands, Prince Says -

Prince Souvanna Phouma,:
who has

ihis country since May, 1964
jsaid today that he had not
‘changed his conditions for ac-
ceding to Communist demands
for an end to the bombing. His
position has been that he would

ing until the North Victnamese
withdrew their forces. estimat-

from his country, both in the
mountains to the north and on
the Ho Chi Minh supply trails
in the south.

But on Jan, 14 the Premier
told a correspondent of the
Voice of America that “we

weuld agree to a cessation of
the bombing if we had a guar-

troops in Laos,” which suggest-
ed to many diplomatic observ-
ers here, a shift in emphasis.

Nixon’s Trip Is Cited
Most Western diplomats here

' ,belfeve that there are two prin-

cipal reasons for the current
‘North Vietnamese offensive.

| TFirst, they say, tthe North
'Vxenamcse want an end to the!
ibombmg of their supply trails.
iSecond, as one European am-
lbassador put it, “They want to
show their allies in Moscow
and -Peking, before President
Nixon makes his visits there,
that the North Vietriamese have
their own independent foreign
policy and will accept no settic-

oumaSaysMore U.S.Help.
" Isn’t NeededYet

73 of Foe Reported Slain
SATGON, South Vieinam, Jan.

22 (AP)—The South 'victnameseliﬁve days. -
35,

reported that
ienemy soldiers were killed in
a scries of skirmishes in South
Vietnam today, and South
Korean headquarters’ said its

the enemy.

The heaviest ground {fight-
ing, the Saigon command said,
came in the coastal province
of Binhdinh, long considered a
Vietcong stronghold.

Military spokesmen said the
most severe South Vietnamese
losses were suffered when two
militia outposts two miles apart
near Annhon in Binhdinh were

‘attacked simultanecously. The
lspokesmen  said four militia-

b4 Luanq‘
1 Prabang -

allowed the United:,
States 10 conduct bombing in!

not order an end to the bomb- -

ed at 50,000 to ©0,000 men,

antee that the North Vietnam-
ese would not reinforce theiri

Qj-pho.,, PLAINE DES
Q' Knoun ,JARRES
£
L) ongTieng
Vientiane

P A
L
¥

NORTH

LS VIETNAM
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| forkin
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The New York Times/Jan. 23, 1972
Enernay forces took over
Phou Khoun (1) in Laos
and hit near Annhon (2)
in central South Vietnam.

men had been killed and four
wounded but that at least 28
Vietcong had been kilied.
The United States Command
announced the loss of a light-
observation helicopter in the
Central Highlands in  Pleiku
Province and that one crew-

troops had Kkilled 38. more of-

other wounded. It -was the
fourth American helicopter re-
ported lost "to enemy fire-in"

! Mansfield Doubts Increase

! WASHINGTON, Jan. 22 (AP)
~The Senate Democratic Lead-
er, Mike Mansfield of Montana,

-said today that he doubted that’
Congress would approve addi-

.tional funds for operations in

iLaos and Cambodia. “The Sen.
ate wouldn't stand for increased
involvement in either of these
two countries,” he said.

Report Airfield Falls

VIENTANE, Jan. 22 Agence
France-Presse)-—The airfield and
military post of Mouong Phou,
28 miles southeast of the key
road junction at Phou Khoun,
fell to North Vietnamese and
other Communist forces today,
mililary sources reported here.
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WASHINGTON POST
Approved For Release 2cﬁ)1|/dﬁib197?c¢¢,zmﬁaqm1

BATTERED BASE ~— This helicopter view shows Long
Cheng, the badly damaged secret military hase in Laes
, ' maintained by the CIA to help Laotian irregulars battling

By Jack Foisie
Los Angeles Times

VIENTIANE, Laos, Jan.

"20—Jim Russell is one lucky -

fellow. He is 49 and beefy,
but he outran North Viet-
namese soldiers for two
miles today through Laotian
jungle and was lifted to
safety by a fellow Air Amer-
jca pilot,
+ James W. Russell is 4 sev-
en-year veteran of Indo-
china flying. He makes
about $40,000 a year for do-
ing what almost caused. his
death today for Air Amer-
jca, which is operated for
the CIA.

“It was one of those bad
days, maybe the worst.”

*  Authorized by his bosses

to talk about-it, Russell re-
lated how his small “Porter”
transpert planf
stroyed by morfa
landmg on a remote dxrt

L -

strip 100 milc_s northeast of

. this. Laotian capital. He and

five Lactians who were his
“customers” ran through
mortar and rifle fire for
more than one hour. '
“They set a trap to catch
an American pilot on the
, ground, and they almost suc-
" ceeded,” he said.
. "I was working with a Lao
‘who I know only as ‘swamp

“ rat’ He said to shut down

the engine while they got
some bundles ready for para-
drop.

‘Not My Element’

“The moment my prop
stopped turning, the bad
guys knew they had me on
the. ground—and that's not
my element,” Russell said,
“The first mortar riddled
the aircraft, the second
dropped me to the ground,

the Jungle.

B -

R PR

N

United Press Interiational

Communist forces, The base includes a mile-long' paved
runway, reloading facilities and stores of bombs for Lao-
tian T-28 bombers and housing for 30,000 civilians.

“They knew they had an
American and those little
fellows (the North Vietnam-
ese) took after us. They were
shouting and shooting. It

was tough getting through -

tae bamboo. I cursed myself
because I had been slipshod.
I hadn’t my gun strapped on
and I didn't have any smoke
to signat arescue helicopter.
But I knew where I was and

I headed for some high
ground with a bare spot on
it.”

Russell  activated  his
pocket emergency radio and

contacted a helicopter. It

was flown by his fellow pi-
lots, “Frenchy” Smith and J.
J. McCauley. “They said
they were coming to pick
me up. It's lucky we all

.

@wn@d U.S. Pilot R@gemd in iﬁ@é

the creek. Two of the Lao-
tians formed a rear-guard
team to hold off the North
Vietnawmese. Russell plunged
into the ecreek. “Man, I'd
oeen running for an hour. I
was so dehydrated I drank
the Jjungle water,” They
could hear the North Viet-
namese troopers crashing
through the bamboo.

War Hctter -
“But Frenchy and J. J. got
there first. They hauled me
up on a cable, It broke when
they tried to pick up my cus-,
tomers but another chopper
came and got them, too.”
Air America pilots are
finding the Laotian war hot-
ter than ever. Twenty-four
of these CIA-chartered air-
craft were hit by ground
fire in December and three
were shot down. The record

fm’ﬁ“ é&““?'ﬁéﬁ@?ﬂ@i@?@4’“}m&m&9m&94R&Qdﬁﬂb’ﬁshﬁ‘éi"“’eﬂﬁ
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" ridge, the helicopter that car-
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By CRAIG R. WHITNEY
Sptc‘lal to The New Ycerk Tl'ne:

LONG TIENG, Laos, Jan 19
—The long-secret military base
maintained here by the United
States ~ Central Intelligence
Agency to help Laotian irregu-
lars battle the North Vietna-
mese is badly damaged and has
Jbeen put out of effective ac-
tion by the Communists even
though the Laotians have re-
occupied most of a high ridge/
t_hat commands it.

- The United States and Lao-
'tlan Governments lifted a 10-
%ear veil. of secrecy. from. the

ase - and allowed a group- of
mewsmen _ to charter a helicop-
{er ‘today to land on it and

observe militagry operations.
Long Tieng came under heavy

attack on Dec. 31 by a North
Vietnamese force of 6,000 to

- 9 000 men.

The base consists ol a mile-
1ong paved runway, with re-
loading facilities and stores of|
Vbombs for the small Laotian
T-28 bombers, a complex of
‘communications buildings at
either end and a large cluster
of villages that housed 30,000
*civilians before the attack be-
lgan and they fled. By Jan. 12
‘all this was in imminent danger
of falling to thé largest North
Vietnamese attack ever
Jaunched against it.

By that time the C.LA. and
‘the Laotians had moved most
‘of their electronic and recon-.
nalssance equipment from the
base. ‘

. Since then, however, a force
of about 6,000 Laotians has re-
taken most of a key position
on what is known as Skyline
Rldge overlooking the base
from the north. Included in the
force are perhaps 2,000 of the
Meo tribesmen for whose clan-
destine operations the base was
originally built and 1,000 Thai
“volunteers,” in addition to
regular Laotian troops.

;- ‘Despite the advance atop the

Hed reporters and some United
States officials to the central
pgr},_‘ o\f xt came under mortar

Approved For. R&@’é&é

‘| stone pinnacles that dominate
' the eastern end of the base.

C IA AzdedLaos Base Hit Hard

attack from North Vxetnamese
troops only a mile away.
Sporadic sniper fire ricocheted
in the deserted streets of Long
Tieng and made it unsafe for
planes to land there.

' High-ranking American offi-,
cials, who acceded to requestsi
for the visit to the base on con-
dition that they not be identi-
fied, said the Laotians had
suffered at least 600 Kkilled,

TNORTH. ]
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wounded or missing in the con-
tinuing conflict around the
base.

Maj. Gen. Vang Pao, com-
mander of the military region
and of the Meos in the C.LA.-
supported irregular forces, was
ebullient today as he was call-
ing in American and Laotian air
strikes ‘on North Vietnamese
positions on the craggy lime-

He quoted casualty statistics
that appeared to be wildly op-
timistic—8,000 of the enemy
killed—but he is usually either
elated or despondent. American
officials said they estimated
that North Vietnamnese casual-
ties had been heavy and might
have reached 600 to 700 killed
in the current fighting, the
heaviest in Indochina at the
moment.

At the general’s headquarters
on a hill overlooking the south
side of the Long Tieng com-
plex, a handful of young Amer-
icans in civilian clothes were
planning B-52 raids on the Com-
munist positions around the
base.

A visitor on a wide-ranging
tour encountered no Americans|
in ground combat anywhere’ onl
or near the base. But the skies
were filled with Amerlcan,
planes—cargo aircraft droppmgy

ORI

.«CIA. and the Laotians by thei

‘charter line Air Amenca—plus
occasional United States Air
Force jet bombers from Thal-

Official Explains Change

A ranking American official,!
asked to explain why reporters'
iwere suddenly given a guided
tour, replied: “This is a North
Vietnamese invasion of Laos,
and there’s no point in keeping
you people from seeing it for
yourselves. This year they've
brought in a lot more troops,
heavier equipment, and showed
more determination than they .
ever have before—for what po-
litical objective I just don’t
know.”

Both the Americans and the’
Laotians here—the Laotians
have made the defense of the
spectacularly beautiful moun-
tain valley their primary effort
by bringing troops from all
over the country—expect the
North Vietnamese drive to
entensify.

In the steep, trackless
jungled hills to the north the
North Vietnamese are believed
to have moved 6,000 to 9,000
first-line combat troops across
the Plaine des Jarres. Thby:
have used powerful artillery
with a 20-mile range to com-
manding advantage.

Usable but Cluttered

The attacks have halted in
the past two days, but fear of]
them prevents the Air Americaj’
planes from landing on the air-
strip, which is still usable but
cluttered with ordinance for the
T-28's, which now operate from{
Vientiane.

Some of them were dropping
cluster bombs—antipersonnel:
devices that break into small
bomblets and explode like fire-
crackers—on remaining Com-
munist positions at the south-
ern end of the valley.

The North Vietnamese have
also been harassing the Laotian
forces that have been driving
them out of bunkers on the
ridge by firing mortars at them.
mostly at night.

Two mortar rounds aimed at
a helicopter landing position
wounded three Laotian sol-
diers; 28 have been killed and
almost 70 wounded in the
action there this week.

One of the wounded was a
boy who was struck in the head
by a piece of shrapnel. He said]
he was 14 years old but was
part of the regular Laotian
armed forces. He was flown out

R ROERE01604R3009900090001-6

much at mght,” he said.
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U.S. Expanding Role in Laos
Despaue Curb -as War Worsens

" BY J ACK FOISIE °

e . 3 Tlmu Stalf Viriter

PAI\SE Laos—Amerlcan partici-
pation in the Laos war continues
to expand despite congressional bans

on spending and other limitations -

imposed by the State Depaxtment
and the Pentagon.

As the war worsens here, it is the
character of the Americans—f{rom
. Ambassador G. McMurtrie Godley in
Vientiane to the refugee worker
here—to work harder-at tryind to
save the situation.

While new ways to bend the bans
and stretch the limitations have
.been devised, the basic rule that no
organized American ground combat
units can get involved in Laos con-
tinties to be observed.

But everything short of putling in
American infantry is being done to
help the reeling Roval Lao Army.
This backup, formerly carried out
clandestinely, is now performed in
the open.

"All the secrets have been exposed
in congressional investigations or

by you-reporters™ I was told.
"There's npthing left to hide."

. Pakse is a case in point. A year ago
a reporter arriving by Lao commer-
cial plane or crossing from Thailand
was spurned by Americans and
sometimes ousted by the Lao milita-
Ty. Now a correspondent finds the
military more. relaxed and
~ Americans friendly and cooperative.

There are 341 Americans- living
here and involved, in one way or an-
.other, with helping Gen. Soutchay
Vongsavanh' and his 35,000 Lao
Aroops fend off the North Vietnam-
‘ese, who have been steadily ade
~vancing since mid-December and
are now only 20 miles from Pakse.

The military advisers—known in
‘Laos as "attaches"—wear the green
fatigue uniform, but most other
Americans are in mufti.

A good number of them are pilots
who fly light planes and spot targets

the .

‘for bombers., These pxlot-

spotters afe known ' as.
"Ravens,” and "Raven
House" in the evening has
all the camaraderie of

young professional milita-

1ty men who recount the.
adventures of the day and-
think not of the risk to-
mMorrow.

The air war in support of
Laos troops is small- scale
in comparison with the
"big air war" waged by
Thai-hased American jets
bombing the Ho Chi Minh
supply network in eastern
Laos. But it can still mean
death for the "Ravens."

During the past 21
months, 18 American
planes "based in Laos"
have disappeared while on
combat support missions.
These include 10 "Rav-
ens," while the others are
CIA - chartered transport
planes or helicopters
flown by Air America or
Continental Airways pi-
Iots. Twenty-eight persons
have died in these mis-
haps. §

Guerrilla Teams

Another role performed
bv Americans in Pakse
still is somewhat secret.
Former military men
work wth Lao guerrilla
teams, They continue to
masquerade as members
of the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development
mission in Laos, despite a
Washington announce-
ment that this association
with AID would be ended
and the longstanding AID
policy of not being in-
volved in military opera-

tions would be restored.

A military adviser to the

' Laop forces must have in-
. finite patience. For years

“Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6

.Lao officers have believed
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-

tﬁat artillery is best uti-
lized when fired one gun
- at a time, and all the per-
suasion of Americans ad-
vocating mass fire has had

little effect here .on the
Pakse front.

An exception tfo the
usual lethargic Lao soldier
is the Lao pilot of the

*Mighty Mite" fighter-
bomber, a converted
American propeller-driven
training plane.

Once flown by American
or Thai pilots, the "Mighty
Mite" air force now ap-
pears to be ail-Lao here,

The pilots fly with the zest
of all airmen, even though
their bomb loads are puny
by comparison with Amer-
ican jets, which often on
their way back from
mbing the trail save a
ocket or two to -use in
close support on the Pakse
front.

11,000 Refugees

The conventional AID
~program continues in
"southern Laos, despite the

prospect that the enemy
may overrun Pakse and
reach the east bank of the
Mekong River,

A: $1.5 million expansion
of the Pakse airport is
ne ar ing completion, A
new; dirt strip for aircraft
has been built on the west
side of the Mekong as a
fallback position.

But mostly the AID
team here, headed by
Louis Connick, is occupied
with finding new land for
the 11,000 refugees who
have fled from the agricul.
tural-rich Boloven Plateau
to the east of Pakse,” an
area now entirely occu-
pied by the North Viet-
namese. i
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{Enemy Is Reported Under
f Prqssurelat Long Tieng

i/ By CRAIG R, WHITNEY
9 Special to The New York Times
'} VIENTIANE, Laos, Jan; 18—

North Vietnamese troops who them off,” one American ob-

have been staging attacks in
.the Long Tieng area of north-

_ern Laos since New Year's Eve to repone the base, even if its
are reported to have been en- position is saved, and there is
.countering increasing pressure the beginning of a suggestion

in recent days from the La
tian defenders. '

have some chance, probably a

‘American strategy of bolstering

NEW YORK TIMES
Release 2001/03/04 :i¥PA-RDP80-01601

In southern Laos, too, in the
area east of Pakse, Government
forces have been driven west-
ward, \
, At present, American observ-
ars here say they see no indi-
:ation that the Communist of-
fensive is having the desired
effect on .Premier Souvanna
Phouma and maintain that it
will not succeed unless Long
Tieng falls. . %

“We think now that we may

little less than 50-50, of holding

server said. But others said
there were no plans at present

in official circles here that the

- Most of the fighting has been yaotian forces with guerrillas

on 2 high two-mile-long ridge packed by the Central Intelli-.

overlooking the American-sup- gence Agency is proving inef-!
" ‘ported base, and there the Lao- faptive. :

tians were said to be advancing
slowly, trying to drive the
enenly out of bunkers in the
central part of the ridge.

:* [Government troops have
retaken nearly 500 feet of
" the ridge in heavy hand-to-
hand combat, United Press
International, quoting mili-
:tary sources in Vientiane.]

i Involved In the fighting at
Long Tieng are about 6,000

Laotian Air Force Assisting -

“Air power is about the only!
thing keeping them going now,”:
one source said. In addition to
the B-52’s, the Americans are
operating C-134 gunships and
F-4 Phantoms from bases in
Thailand and the Laotians are
dropping American bombs with
their 40-plane air force. :

Most supply and troop trans-

S~ .

STATOTHR

North Vietnamese who began port missions for the Laotians

their attacks on the base after are performed by charter planes

havin completed a sweep across flown by Air America from

the nearby Plaine des Jarres Vientiane and Thailand. One of ¢
to the northeast. these planes went down a few.

. The defenders-—about 4,000 weeks ago for unknown reasons

Meo tribesmen in irregular in northern Laos in an area.

units, regular Laotian forces where 20,000 Chinese are build-;

and, about 2,000 Thai volunteer
soldiers paid indirectly by the
United States Government—
have been supported by bomb-
ing attacks from United States
B-52 aircraft. The Thais were
sald to be manning artillery
positions in support of the Lao-
tians. :

. ' Alrstrip Under Enemy Fire

With the base under con-
tinued enemy fire, the 5,000-
foot airstrip is said to be usable
only by helicopters and only
&t great risk. L
‘'Most Americans here think
that the swift North Vietna-
mese atack across the Plaine
des Jarres and against the main
Governmen military stronghold
a Long Tieng is an effort to
crush the American-supported
frregular forces and alter the:
political balance between the
Government and. the Commu-
nists decisively. If this sue-
ceeds, it is felt, the Government
of Prince Souvanna Phouma
may be forced to tell the Amer-
icans they may no longer bomb
the principal Communist infil-:
trattion routes through south-
ern Laos into South Vietnam
and Cambodia,. 2

o e v

ing and defending a road from’
the border toward the Mekong
River.’

Another small Air America
plane " “took fire"” several days
ago over the same area while
it was dropping leaflets in an
effort to solicit information
about the lost transport, an
American official said today.

But he could not say wheth-
er the ground fire came from
Chinese troops defending the
road or from pro-Communist
Pathet Lao forces in the moun-
tainous area, which is com-
pletely under Communist con-
trol. American planes are nor-
mally forbidden to fly over the
road, which has been under

construction for two years. y
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VIENTIANE Jan, 15—An
A)nerican cargo . plane. was
heavily damaged, apparently
by Chinese antiaireraft fire
while flying over northern Laos
this morning, highly reliable
gources here say. The pilot

-An_Air America C-123 on a
legf_let dropping mission over
a-road being built by Chinesc
engineers in Laos, 175 miles
northwest of Vientiane, was
hit by Chinese air defenses
along the road, the sources

/ths geriously wounded.

say, wounding at Jeast two of.

the plane’s crew including the
pilot. _

The szources said the plane’s
crew was dropping leaflets
over the Chinese road. The
leaflets offered a substantial
reward in gold {for information
leading to the location of}
wreckage and occupants of an-i
other Air America C-123 lost

. last month in the area and

.possibly hit by Chinese
groundfire.

Alr America announced a
weck &go that emergency
gearch and rescue operations
for the downed aircraft with
three Americans and one Lao-
tian aboard had been sus-
pended though a routine area:
alert would be maintained.
~" Alr America is an American
airline specializing in contract

work for the U.S. government,
mainly . the CIA. Reliable
sources in Vientiane said last
month that the C-123 lost near
the Chinese road was on A&
clandestine “drop” mission,
carrying supplies to an intelli-
gence gathering base north-
east of the road.

Suicidal Flights

%Chm& e Fire Eﬁﬁs

By D E. Ronk
8pecial to The Washington Post
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over Laos s éonsxdexed some
of the most hazardous in the
world by seasoned pilots.
Flying over the Chinese road|
is considered ‘almost suicldal
sources say. :
“Normally the air space
over the Chinese road Is
strictly “off limits” to Ameri-
can planes, official sources

here say, due to a concentra-
tion of Chinese antiaircraft
weaponry along its length.
Installation of the antiair-
craft weapons resulted from
unauthorized bombing of the
road in 1969, sources here say.
Construction -of the read by
Chinese engineer crews has
been in progress for the past

four years, Dhaving been
'a,,recd to by Laotian Prime
iMinister Prince - Souvanna
'Phouma. -

The road has now reached a
point about 30 miles north of

River. Beyond its present ter-
minal point, a trail exists that
is barely passable for wheeled
vehicles, informed U.S.
sources say, but they doubt it
is being used for transport
purposes ) J

Srca e wemete

-Because of groundfire,

weather and terrain, flying

rlemind - A S Ve

Pakbeng on the Mekong ..

STATOTHR
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“"VIENTIANE, Jan.
§everal hundred neatly
djressed Laotian students pa-
fided down - Vientiane's

ain boulevard yesterday
gnorning chanting slogans at

finpassive riot police while .

&hoppers and office workers
lopked on with amusement.

2 “The biggest Communist
Yftensive of the Laotian war
%8 under way, according to
Kmerican military assess-
knents, but " these students
'were ‘disturbed because the

excluswe French lycee they .
fattend is changing the pro- -

'&:,edure for taking exams.

Vienhane hag always been
,ﬁtrangely removed from the

Highting going on around it .

?:g;nd now, although the situa-
Xion in the northeast and to
the south " is worse than

e%l" the city remains proba- .
;b}.y ~the quietest -and least -
kwarhke capital in Southeast =

Ksia.

.y Lommunist. Pathet Lao

soldxers stride purposefully .

across a downtown intersee-
txon _from one of their villas
to another and 1o one pays

any. lattention. At the

"North Vietnamese embassy

#hers-is a reception for left-
i&mg- journalists. and U.S.
‘ﬂﬁressmn“ is denounced.

.:Idefense Minister-delegate
&ssouk Na Champassak
s;mmis as much time in his
Job as minister of finance as
34 «Joes on military affais
dnd. Keeps his regular tennis
dates- with diplomatic
{richds.

y,+Lhe ministry of defense it-
s.elf;’a large brick building
on the outskirts of town, is a
textbook of dxsorgamzatxon
The functionaries, closeted

in“sthall offices poring over ]

glacks, of papers are genial
butt bemused. From Friday
evemng to Monday morning,
thelr offices are closed.

National Assembly Election
, Earlier this month, there
w@s an election in govern-
meht-held areas for a new
Nitional Assembly to take
O{pce in the spring. Forty of
60.- incumbents were de-
feated  including  some
barked by Laos' powerful
px‘xncely families.

14— .

‘tore

contest went off smoothly
and public resentmeut
against some of the aristo-
crats was expressed.

The Pathet Lao radio de-
nounced the halloting bit-
terly as a fraud and a sham,
but then acknowledged that
even so0, the people had
managed to make them-
selves heard. That being

said, the elections have been-

promptly forgotten.

The only real issue after
all' is the war. The responsi-.

. bility for coping with that

falls very largelv- on 70

E@mm‘mse Tran qmﬁ

" of Gen. Vang Pao’s CIA sup-

year-old Prince Souvanna .
Phouma who for 10 years:

has struggled vainly to res-
some semblance of
meaning to the neutralist
coalition established at the
1962 Geneva conference.

The currently dismal mili.

ported Army of Meo tribes.
men.

To the south, the Commu-
nists are determined that
the Laotians will no longer
be in a position to harass
their activities on the trail

irom the Bolovens Plateau. .

Maximum Impact .
Furthermore, say
Americans, the Communists
want to make their splash
now so it will have the maxi-
mum impact on Mr. Nixon’s
visit to Peking and the first
presidential primaries in the
United States. - .

Then, it is hoped, the
enemy will settle back, con-
fident that they have blood-

“ied the Laotians and dis-

tary .and diplomatic situa- .

tion "has Souvanna more
worried : than ever. before,
confidants say, if only be-

cause . the positions of. all

those he is trying to deal
with have hardened.

Brother’s Letter

The most recent letter
from his Pathet Lao half-
brother Prince Souphanou-
vong (received on Dec. 18,

-the day the Communist of-

fensive began) was a virtual
ultimatum for surrender
and insisted that there be a

complete cease-fire and a .

total cessation of the U.S.
bombing ‘before peace talks
begin.

A bombing halt would, of
course, apply to the Ho Chi
Minh Trail, and the Ameri-
cans, who keep what is left
of Laos going with military
and economie aid ‘and ad-
vice, would scarely agree to
that,

Faced with the always
present possibility that Laos
might collapse, threatening
President Nixon's Indochina
policies, Americans, too, are
very concerned about the in-
tensity of this year’s offen-
sive,

Many, however, take, the
optimistic view that there
are limitations to what the
Communists have in mind
and conditions will ease
once these ob;ectlves have
been achieved, '

By this reckoning, what
the North Vietnamese are
determined to have is undis-

couraged the Americans suf-
ficiently so that no effort
will be made ‘to reclaim
their losses until next sum-
mer, at the earliest.

Those Americans -willing

{0 discuss (but never for at-.

 tribution) the present grim

?Zﬂhe tass bly has ht%fg ateld control of the north-..
‘atfthori y r +de ea@g:)@aq
chtmged nothmg Amerx- vaunted Centrai x:'t %Gence

cais, “however, pronounced
themselves oleased that the

Agency base at Long Cheng
and crippling the ye¢mnants,

|

picture and the prospects
ahead are the diplomats in
"Vientiane and a few author-
ized military men from the
army attache’s office.

Advisers in the field, on
the other hand, especially
the CIA men who supervise
virtually the entire effort in
the northeast, will say noth-
ing and are not friendly to
outsiders.

Ban Son, 70 miles north of
Viantiane, is a refugee cen-
ter with an airstrip and sup-
ply depot that began operat-
ing in March, 1970, in a val-
ley not far from Long
Cheng, It was a favored
place to take visiting jour-
nalists who wanted to see
what the United States was
doing for the thousands of
displaced mountain people.

There is a primitive but
clean hospital with a doctor
from the U.S, Agency for In-
ternational Development.
There is also a small mess
where advisers and pilots of
ClA.operated Air America
can get cheeseburgers and
cold beer,

Ban Son's Function

In the past two weeks as
Long Cheng has come under
increasing pressure, the
function of Ban Son has
-changed greatly. Now it is
the center of the military
support effort for the north-
east and the CIA contingent

GIASRDES: 01601 RDoBYbOUNAGHE S

airstrip.
Huge C-130 Air America

Despite

the

ar

transports (rentcd from the
Air Force), along with a half
dozen other types of smaller

aircraft and vintage Ii-34 STATOTI'

helicopters, strecam into the
valley carrying supplies, am-
munition and soldiers.
* Ban Son is now the offi-
cial headquarters for the
Second Military Region but
hecause of its location it is
almost undefendable as a
military installation. For the
first time in a year, it was
penetrated by a guerrilla-
squad and struck by rockets
earlier this week. -
There is - talk, rumor at
this stage, that Ban Son will
soon have to he evacuated
as the enemy sweeps south-
ward past Long Cheng. As it
is, the CIA men are not
spending their nights there,

Meo's Role

Over the years, as the
pace of. fighting in the
northeast has quickened, it
has been the Meos who car-
ried the brunt for the gov-
ernment. Lately, their ranks-
have become debnleted and
Laotian reinforcements who
have filled out the units ail
are very young,

* At the hospital in Ban

Son, there is a young Meo

soldier who had his hand .
“and part of his face blown

"away at Long Cheng. He is

19 and has been a seldier for

three years. Another

wounded soldier, a two-year

veteran, was 15.

At the start of the offen-
sive, military sources fixed
the number of Meo-Laotian
soldiers in the northeast at
8,000, mostly in small units
guarding firebases along the’
Plain of Jars and around
Long Cheng. Another 3,000-
4,000 Thai irregulars were
also on duty.

As badly as the Meos
were mauled in the fighting

~around the plain and more

/

recently around Long .
Cheng, sources report that
the Thais have taken pro-
portionately greater casual-
ties. One f{ire support base
on the plain had 500 Thai
soldiers when the battle
began, according to a Meo
officer. In the end only 18
came out. :
The Thais, who the Ameri-
cans steadfastly maintain
are all volunteers, are used
primarily as .  artillerymen
troop.
reputa
tion as fighters is not good.

They are often undiscip- . .




NATIONAL GUARDIAN
Approved For Release 2001/03/04%.CIAFRDP80-0

)

i 1”
. HEE
S E L L

- By Richard E. Ward

U.S. aircraft engaged in massive, indiscriminate bomb-
ings of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam last week.

According to {he Associated I’ress and other press
reports, all available U.S. aircraft in the Indochina
area—at least 350—are being used in the attacks, the
largest since President Nixon took office and perhaps the
largest single series of raids since U.S. bombings of North
Vietnam began in August 1964,

In a cynical abuse of the Lnglish language, the raids
have been characterized by the Nixon administration as
“limited- duration protective reaction strikes.” But the
atiacks actually are new proof that Washington has not
abandoned its dreams of victory in Indochina -through
airpower. This is the nearly unanimous view of the
American press, including journalists reporting from
Saigon and Washington as well as editorial commentary.

“Nearly seven years after President Lyndon B. John-
son began suslained bombing of North Vietnam...
another Amecrican President is relying heavily on air-
power to achieve his objectives in Indochina,” wrote
Neil Shechan in the Dec. 28 New York Times. *“it has
been held as doctrine,” continued Shechan, *“by a
_number of American policy makers since John F.
Kennedy took office in 1961 that the threat of
bombing, or bombing itself would intimidate” the North
Victnamese leaders “‘to order the Vietcong guerrillas in
the South to halt their insurrection against the Saigon
government.”

" #f imited duration”

It is evident that this is the doctrine still adhered to
by the chief figures of the Nixon administration—-Nixon
himself, chiel White House advisor Ilenry Kissinger and
Defense Sccretary Melvin R. Laird. The latter defended
the raids and threatened North Vietnam with further
massive attacks in a Dec. 28 press conference where
journalists forced from him an admission that the latest

U.S. attacks are similar to those carricd out under

former Defense Secretary Robert S. McNamara. “The
major difference,” conceded Laird, “‘is that these are of
limited duration....” Laird would not define what he
considered limited duration, but it was clear that the
1aids constituted an effort to force Hanoi to agree to
U.S. terms for a settlement in Vietnam and to compen-
sate for some of the gravest reverses suffered by the U.S.
throughout Indochina since Nixon took office.

The latest U.S. attacks against North Vietnam fol-
lowed major victories by liberation forces in Laos and
Cambodia and a severe deterioration of the position of
the Saigon rcgime, the latter confronted by unprece-
dented political opposition.

During the past month in Laos, the forces of the Lao
Patriotic Front (Pathet Lao) have made strategic gains
on all major fronts. The liberation forces have re-
captured the Plain of Jars, which was briefly held by the
puppet forces and Thai mercenaries during the rainy
secason. In southern Laos, liberation forces resisted
efforts of the U.S.-backed troops to retake the Bolovens
plateau, onc

CIA protege Gen. Vang Pao. During the last two weeks,

'// the largest CIA base in Laos, the top-secret instaliation
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'analysts belicve that if its fortunes continue to
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}\J&co troops, has come under heavy attack by the Pathet
ao. . ] :

“Communist forces in the mountain regions of
northern Laos,” reported D. E. Ronk from Vientiane in
the Dec. 24 Washington Post, “are -in a position to
destroy the ClA-sponsored Meo army following last
weckend’s rapid rout of Gen. Vang Pao’s pro-govern-
ment troops from the Plain of Jars.”

“Morale at Long Chicng,” continued Ronk, “has
plunged to its lowest point in morc than a year with
frightened Meo families hurriedly fleeing toward the
south. ‘

“Persistent reports from Long Chieng neither con-
firmed nor denied by spokesmen here, say Air America
cargo planes are cvacuating important equipment from
the isolated base,” he wrote. ’

“Long Chicng has a certain psychological importance
for Meo tribesmen who are aligned in clans with Gen.
Vang Pao and the CIA. Most knowledgeable sources here
believe the fall of Long Chieng would take the binding
force out of Vang Pao’s army and send the troops and
l{hcir families ;back to the hills to resume their nomdadic
ives. :

“This would leave the entire mountainous region of

‘northern Laos under the control of the Pathet Lao and

their North Vietnamese allies. .

In Cambodia, the pro-U.S. forces of Phnom Penh and
Saigon troops sent to the rescue have recently suffered
their greatest defeats since a CIA-backed coup toppled
the neutralist government of Prince Norodom Sihanouk
last year. These defeats, wrote Gloria Emerson in the
Dec. 23 N.Y. Times, “‘are causing deep uneasiness among
many Cambodian commanders, who privately admit
they are no longer confident about the outcome of the
war. - :
“Much of this anxicty results from the recent defeat
of Cambodian troops trying to reopen an encmy-
occupied section of Route 6....The collapse of the
campaign disclosed the Cambodian army-was still sickly
and in deep confusion.” = :

Puppets collapse ‘ "

The defeats of the pro-U.S. forces in Cambodia hadve
left in their wake an army on the verge of collapse and a
puppet leadership fighting among themselves, according
to Western press sources and f{irst reported in the Dec.
15 QGuardian by Wilfrad Burchett, “While enemy forces
make damaging advances in the countryside, an im-
portant contest tor leadership 18 currently taking place
among Cambodia’s senior political and military leaders,”
Peter Osnos wrote in the Dec. 19 Washington Post.

After detailing the competition for power in Phnom
Penh, Osnos wrote that “public and official morale has
fallen sharply in recent weeks—lower, it is said, than at
any since the war spread to the country in March
1970... Many of the young intellectuals and profes-
sionals who flocked to the government after the toppling
of Prince Sihanouk are now said to be qujetly bowing
out as they lose faith in the ability of the regime to carry
-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6
“As for. the beleagured Cambodian army, some
sink

continneA
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U S. operatrons in Southeast Asia have often involved shadowy

A

with a cherubic smile and a charming
family arid, it is said, a penchant for
preserving the heads of his victims in
~ formaldehyde. He's a classic Jekyll-
and-Hyde who has been waging the
_most secret phase of America’s secret
war in Southeast Asia for the Jpast ten
years. .

To the boys at Napolcon Cafe and
the Derby King on Bangkok’s Patpong
Road, a watering ground for Air
America pilots, CIA types, journalists
and. other assorted old Indochina
+hands, he’s just plain Tony Poe, but his

. ‘real name is Anthony A. Poshepny.

‘He’s a refugee from Iungary, an ex-
Marme \nho fought on Iwo Jima and

.a dedicated patriot of his adopted land,

the United States of America,
‘which he has risked his life on litcraﬂy

for

- hundreds of occasions while ranging
- through the undulating velvet-green
crags 'md valleys of Red Chnm TLaos

. and Thailand.

He.also shuns pabhcuy and hates

“reporters, as I discovered in a-long

search for him, beginning in the Thai

" eapital of Bangkok and extending to
*the giant American airbases in north-
“eastern Thailand and to the mountains

~“farangs,”

of northern Laos. The scarch for Tony
Poe ended where it had begun, in the

‘lobby of the Amarin Hotel on Bang-

koX’s Ploenchit Road, a crowded, six-
lane-wide avenue that runs through a
residential and shopping distriét sup-
- ported largely by rich American
the somewhat demeaning
Thai term for “foreigners.” There, be-

fore leaving Bangkok for the last time,
I picked up a note,
:.“TODY,”
‘cline” my request for an interview. “I

signed simply
stating that he had to “de-

beelieve [sic] that you can appreciate
my reason for not secking public com-
mentary,” -wrote Tony in the formal

-“statement style” better befitting a pub-

-li¢ official and probably suggested, if
not dictated, by a superior in lhc

~ Central Intelligence Agency.

“C-I-A?" asked the cute little J apa-

flgures perhaps none more shadowy than the elusive, Jekyll-
“Hyde figure of Anthony A. Poshepny

-‘.:__;,_,MENATWAR/BY DONALD KIRK .

Poe is airplane pilot. He works for
Continental Air Services.” An assist-
ant manager, also Japanese, showed me
the tegistration card Tony had signed
only a few days before my arrival at
the Amarin last June, in the middle of
my search for him. Tony, I lcarned,
generally stayed at the Amarin, only
a few blocks from the modernesque
American cmbassy. He was a familiar,
beloved character to the staff at the
hotel—the opposite of his public image
as a sinister, secret killer and trainer
of anti-Communist guerriila warriors.

_“Anthony A. Poshepny,” read the
top line. “Air Ops Officer——Continental
Alr Services.”

American civilian in Indochina, had
used Continental as his “cover” while
training mountain tribesmen to fight

against regular Communist troops.

from both China and North Vietnam.

“Tony's cover surprised me; I had as-

sumed he would declare himself as
some sort of U.S. government “official”

—perhaps an adviser to border-patrol.

police units, the traditional cover un-
der which CIA operatives rhasquerad
in both Thailand and Laos. Still, Con-

tinental was a logical choice. Like Air

Amcrica, Continental regularly ferries

‘men and supplies to distant outposts

throughout Indochina. Financed at
least in part by the CIA, Continental,
could hardly balk at providing cover
for full-time CTA professionals.

The next two lines on Poe’s registra-
tion form were even more intriguing
than his link with Continental, at least
in terms of what he was doing at the
present. After “going to,” Tony had
written, “Udorn,” the name of the base
town in northeastern Thailand from
which the United States not only flies
bombing missions over all of Laos but
also coordinates the guerrilla war on
the ground. And where ‘was Tony
“coming from,” according to the form?
His origin was Phitsanulok, a deusely
jungled mountain province famed for
incessant fighting between Commu-

So Tony, with a record:
AL more combat jumps than any other

nist-armed guerrillas, most of them
members of mountain tribes, and il
traincd Thai army soldiers and police-
men. Tony, it scemed, had vanished
into the wilds of Phitsanulok (where
the JunOIc 1s so thick and the slopes s
stecp as to discourage’ the toughes
Anerican adVlSelS) on a mysterious
training venture not known even tol
most American officials with top-secret
sccurity clearances, much less to thg
. girls behind the desk of the Amarm
“Oh, he’s such a nice man,” one o
the girls in the hotel dssured me whe
1 asked how she liked Tony—-who, I
been warned by other journalists
might shoot on sight any reporter dis
covered snooping too closcly into hi
life. “He has very nice wife and thre
lovely children,” the girl burbled on
pausing to pgiggle slightly. between
phrases. “He comes here on vacation
from up-country.” The impression Poe

has made on the girls at the Amtarin is

a tribute both to his personality and
his stealth. As I discovered while trac-
ing bim from the south of Thailand to
northern Laos,
- opulent home in Udorn for his wife, a
tribal princess whom he had married a
/year or so ago. Mrs. Poshepny, a tiny,
quxck-smxlmv gitl whom Tony had

he already- - had an:

met while training members of the -

Yao tribe for specia] missions into.

China, liked to come to Bangkok to
shop while Tony conferred with his
CIA associates on the guarded “CIA
floor,” of the American cmb"lssy

It was ironic that I should have

learned that Tony stayed at the Amarin.

‘while in Bangkok, for it was only by
chance that I had checked In there at
the beginring of my search—and only
during snnll talk with the desk clerks
that I found one of Tony s reglstratlon
cards.

The day after I arrived in Banﬂkok
local journalists gave me my first ink-
lmg of some of thc rumors surround-

v

¢ Tony Poc. One of the journalists; -

Lance Woodruff, formerly a reporter

guage newspapers and now with the
Asian Institute of Technology in Bang-

S

on one of B'mc*kok's two English-lan-

kok, said Poe not only hated reporters -

but had been known to “do away with
people he docsnt like.” Woodruff
compared Poe to a figure from Terry
and the Pirates and told me the story
_of how Poe lincd one wall of a house in
northern Laos, near the Chinese bor-
der, with heads of persons he had
killed. None of the tontacts T met in
Bangkok had the slightest clue as to
Tony's whc_rcaboufs——~cxccpt ‘that he

was somewhere “dp-country” training -

tribesmien to fight the Commumsts

fgfﬁr?grlﬁtp@tpqaﬂ Eiﬁ. ﬁ‘f’efg%smmm1®?£ﬁmawarmmc stayed at the

Jters,

smiling shohtly with glittering

- white teeth. raising her evebrows flir-

Donald Kirk has batted around the Far
East for years, is now based in Tokyo

Amarin, I drove to a town named
) i s T
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The Rillions o
the White House

by Timothy H. Ingram

. .By cliche, the power of the purse is
now widely referred to as Congress’
only remaining lever for redressing the
balance between itself and the presi-
dency. Increasingly, Congress is recog-
nizing that its foreign affairs and
treaty-making functions are mere
ormaments, and “that its traditional

checks on the Executive are either
" unrealistic or meaningless. What is left
is the appropriations power, and a

handful of senators and representa-
tives are invoking it in a muted but
growing struggle to revive congres-
sional strength.

Few appreciate, however, the
extent to which even the power of the
purse, that bulwark of legislative
authority, is already controlled by the
presidency. As Congress attempts to
tame the Executive by threatening to
cut off funds for things like war, it
finds that the Executive has already
developed innumerable devices for

>asement

A look at several discretionary
spending options will give some idea

-of the extent of the Executive’s grasp

of the purse strings—and some indica-
tion of what Congress is left holding.
For example, through secrecy, trans-
fer powers, mistabelled military assis-
tance, unauthorized commitments,
and cloaked grants of excess wai
goods, the President and his national
security managers are able to hire
mercenaries, discourage a rump insur-
rection in Ceylon, promise South
Korea $3.5 billion, and turn over an
unknown amount of equipment, heli-
copters, and bases to Vietnam. A
simple budgetary procedure called
reprogramming allows the Navy to
quietly secure a behind-the-doors
reversal of a congressional decision to
defer production of the controversial

STATOTHR

more, to increase the strength of the
Cambodian Army.

The first would be simply to trans-
fer $52 million appropriated for
economic aid to the military aid pro-
gram. The second would be to use
economic aid money to buy all “com-
mon use” items such as trucks and
jeeps, which have military as well as
civilian value, thus. freeing the other
funds for strictly military uses. The
third would be to increase procure-
ment for the U.S. Army by 8§52
million and give the materiel to the
Cambodians, for “repayment” later.
The fourth would be to make some
exceptions in Defense Department
supply regulations, declaring equip-
ment to be “excess” and delivering it -
to the Cambodians. ‘

In addition, the memo proposed,

Timothy Ingram, formerly with public tele-

“vision's “The Advocates,” is a Washington

writer.

getting the money, anyway. And tar
from successfully denying the Presi-
dent his money, Congress is even
having a hard time getting him to
'spend what is appropriated.

The Constitution, of course, says
that the appropriations power is the

- exclusive prerogative of Congress. But

in the vacuum created by Congression-

F-14 fighter. And the pipeline, a huge tpe Joint Chiefs would clandestinely
reservoir of unexpended funds, per- ,ovide for a mechanized brigade, an
mits the Pentagon to spend above the ,jjlery brigade, and coastal patrol
level of appropriations 'authorlzed bY nits. as well as ground troops and
Congress. While lamenting the loss of qytengive logistic support. AID would
its war powers, Congress consoles it- holyy finance the paramilitary force of
self with the thought that it still ,hey civilians, which the planners
maintains control over domestic pri- hoped would number 200,000 by
orities by its annual allotment of 1id-1973 and more than 500,000 in
funds. But through impoundment, the 1977 “Tpe CIA, with its secret budeget,
President refuses to spend some $12 ¢ipposedly would help train and di-
billion in appropriated monies, placing ¢ Cambodian military units, as it is

a post mortem item veto on such
programs as urban renewal, regional
medical clinics, food stamps, and farm
loans.

The panoply of deceptivé devices

now doing with Laotian and Thai
troops in Laos, and would provide
airlift support with its subsidized air-
line, Air America. The proposals
represented a complete subversion of

al indifference to overseeing the available to the Executive’s budgetary congressional authority.

bureaucracy’s spending habits, and by

Houdinis was graphically illustrated in

But the real significance of the

‘the now empty ritual of blue-pencilinga memo submitted by the Joint Chiefs story was not reported: how common-.
the President’s annual budget, theof Staff to Secretary Laird on August place these methods -have become.

Executive has amassed a mound of30,197]. According to The New York The Executive devices are as wide-

-spending prerogatives of its own: Times, the Joint Chiefs offered several spread as they are ingenious.
transfer  authorities,  contingency ways of by-passing the limite iliz . .-

funds, lumo pygp gaapzdmﬁwageyzao-wmmmmwaﬁgh{ﬁibmR000900090001c-0
programmings, 'special waiver author-generate an additional $52 million or

ties, and covert financing. _
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Camge mc Plane Loss
En Ea@a Stll U?wlem

. »x o ByDERonk - f-.:.«':.
. : " Bpeclal to The Washington Post ’ g
o ) VIENTIANE, Dec. 29— Re-|lieve the cargo plane was

‘ports that an American civil-|Jowned by Chinese gunners.
fan cargo plane missing in|They noted that the air space
‘Northweslern lLaos was shot'over the area where the
idown by Chinese Communist{Chinese are building a road,
antiaireraft fire are heing dis- I\\hl(,h cuts from northeast
counted by Air Amcrica opera-:Laos toward the southwest and

tors of the plane in Laos.

© Air America and informed:
U.S. sources here said that an
Air America C-123 rargo
plane carrying a crew

believed down on a supply
flight. The U.S. sources said
the flight originated at Udorn
airbase, Thailand, and was ci
route to the area of Xicm
Long, Laos, 160 miles norta-
wesl of Vientiane on the Thai-
Lao bhorder.

Air America is a charter air-
lines which works for the U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency.

Air America spokesmen re-
fused to confirm the plane’s
destination or to divulge the
nature of its cargo.

There was speculation here
that the plane was in fact car-
rying a resupply drop to a
reconnaissance tcam located in
the area where it was downed.
But U.S. sources would say
only that the plane was carry-
ing rice. -

The presence of a number
of clandesline hases, including
those for CIA-sponsored guer-
rillas and intelligence gather-
ing teams in the area of the
suspected crash, is believed
responsible for the reluctance
|of most sources here to dis-
cuss the current search effort.

Air America sources say
they have now reason to be

of three.
Americans and one Laotian is.

‘higher

lends at the Mekong River, 140

miles northwest of here, is
strietly “off limits” to. Ameri-
can plancs.

The Chinese road also lies 4

30 miles or more northeas! of
the standard air routes to

‘northwesl Laos.

There was some speculation
the planc might bhave heen

siot down by Chinese ground’

fire, because sources here re-
vealed {hat search and rescue
planes row looking for the
downed aireraft had received
antiaireraft flak at 2,000 feet,
than the effective
range of guns used by the
Patnet. Lao and North Viet-
namese forces in Laos.

No rescue planes had been

hit so far, the sources said.

- Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6
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VIENTIANE, Dec. 28—Gov-
‘ernment troops supported by
: Thai irregulars suffered their
second major selback in just
.over & week early today when

- they were¢ forced to abandon
_the town of Paksong in the
_southern panhandle after a
“day of fighting,

The capture of Paksong
gives the North Vietnamese
and Pathgt Lao rebels virtual
control of all the Bolovens,
Plateau.

- According to infermed U.S.:
gources, the Lao troops may!
- attempt to rcenter the town:
within the next few days.

.~ Three months ago, Paksong
had been retaken by the Lao-
tians in some of the bloodiest
fighting of the decade-old Lao-
tian war.

Small Units _

Following = tloday's  with-
drawal from Paksong, the Lao
troops reportedly dispersed in
what are called mobile de-
fense units to avoid a large-
scale confrontation with supe-:
rior North Vietnamese forces.-

Thai artillerymen from Pak-
song are said to he regrouping
in Pakse, 30 miles to the west.

Incomplete reports put al-

el
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Ronk

Bpeclal to The WRshlnston Post

A major contributing factor
to the American pessimism,
sources within the U.S. Mis
sion said, is the poor showing
of the Thai forces in both the
Paksong and Plain of Jars ac-
tion.

. The Thais were brought in:
to beef up the Laotians and
the progovernment Meo
tribésmen, the sources said.
“hut they seem lo panic ear-
lier than others, going to-
pieces and running at thn
slightest sign of heavy action.”

Other sources in the U.S.
mission said, however, that the
Thai troops on the Plain of
Jars took a terrible heating
both from North Vietnamese
artillery ond infantry when
they were caught in their fire
support bases,

U.S. cpokeqmen nere said no
information is vet available on

_ casualties at the Plain of Jars

other than that they have been:
classified as “heavy,” a mili-
tary term indicating that at

least some units were ren-
dered unable to continue
fighting.

Informed sources said the
¢ituation at Long Cheng re-
mains serious with the enemy
continuing to make recon-

naissance probes to the east'

THAILAKD EOLOVENS

PLATEAU \
Pukse o

December 29, 1971 The Washington FPost

Laotian forces have been pushed out of the town of
Paksong in southern Laos on the DBolovens Plateau.

Reports from Vientiane, cap-

‘and north of the base and also 'ital of Laos, speculated that

‘regrouping his

infantry and .the plane had bcen shot down

lied losses at 18 dead and . artillery units. Probing actions by Chinese anti-aireraft known
more than 20 wounded. Total have been reported less than to be deployed in parts of

strength at the onset on thes .
battle was about 2,500 men, in- |
cluding 1,000 Thais. ;

Thai and Laotian gunners |
aré said. to have left behind !
eight 155-mm. howitzers in the ‘
retreal. A large amount. of ;
equlpment was also aban- i
doned sources say.

The defeat at the Boloxens
Plateau follows by ecight days
the government's loss of its
position on the Plain of Jars
north of the capital of Vienti-
ane. It adds to the pall of
gloom hanging over the Lao-

‘five miles east of Long Cheng.
Other than scaitered infor-!

;northern Laos. !

Air America s an airline” /

imation from the U.S. Embassy run by the Central Inteili-, V

:spokesman, an apparent newsigence Agency. Its transports’

blackout ordered by Ambasqa-lﬂ’l‘ly

material -and men

‘dor G. McMurtrie Godley.con- : around Vietnam and Laos.

‘tinues in effeet with U.S. offi-!

cials  refusing to meet with the
:newsmen to discuss the war Agence

‘that there -were four Arm:rx-
souces said thejcans, a Chinese and a Meo

situation.
Some U.S.

The reporis from Laos by
French news . agency,
France- Pxesse said

blackout was ordered to fore. aboard and that the plane was

stall reporting of any semioffi-
cial assessment which woul
necessarily be grim.

24 hours overdue at lts desti-
d ination,

The Chinese Communhts

thave been building roads in:
:northern Laos {or several ycars
+and havc deployed several hat-:
3 ) 'talions of antiaircraft to pro-,

. A major attack sgainst the ! itect their roadworkers, A re-'
N/ CIA base at Long Cheng, , An Air America C-123 trans- cent official U.S. estimate was
v southwest of the Plain of Jars, port plane was mlssm" OVer.that there were 14,000 Chinese

Is expected anyhpproved Fl 1 alrlme \ (;&;lm %WM‘H @IAFERDP80 01601R000900090001-6

tian government and the U.S..
; mission. : |
U.S. Pessimism , !

CIA Airliner Is Lost

QOver Northern Laos
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C | Troops’ Families Leave Laos CIA Base -

i ' By D..E. Ronk ) Luang Prabang, Vientiane and sidered “serious—though. not. no‘rfheast of Long Cheng,
'_",Gpecl_.al to The Washington Post . | Udorn, Thailand. idesperate"’ 4 . - jeoupled with the first com-
" VIENTIANE, Dee. 22—! .7 hospilal at the Longi30,000 Residents ’mando attack on Long Cheng

At ils peak, there are about, 1 More than a year, is given as

. rcause “for evacuation of the
residents of - Long .base’s civilian inhabitants,

the {Cheng, most of them depend-; Although  weather over
sources say, though it i¢ un- i Northern Laos is now clear-

Frightened families of CIA- Cheng base, reportedly flldlegi
Y nor Meo irregulars at lo overflowing by wounded !
' -?ox,f)gqrtéieng " one hundred .from the Plain of Jacs, has | 30,000

also been evacuatérd,
miles north of here, have been |

walking south from the base
Tuce yesterday morning’s at-
tack’ by 20 North Vietnamese !
commandos and in the after-:
‘math of serious military losses !
on the Plain of Jars 20 miles .
‘tosthe northeast.

ients of Meo soldiers. About 35

‘Long Cheng following the at'vkilled, nine

clear whether it is eyacuation | . : |ing, no chanee is given for pro-
of old patients to make roomiAmfarlcans are believed to be !government forces to counl‘;}er-
for recently wounded ot a gen- Stationed at. the base. | attack onto the plain and little
eral abandonment of the hos-i Along with the sapper at- ichance that Lao and American
pital. Itack yesterday, which sawiair forces could inflict mean-

Refugee from three  government scldiers: ingful casualtics on Pathet
wounded, -two Lao and North Vietnamese

movement

tack to the northeast is con-j

troops hecause they are dis-

"/ Reports reaching Vientiane, ! o™
/;r ()‘-l,)n knowledg%ab]c U.S. firmed by informed U.s. American'planes damaged and

two struct b 1 persed.
- B . . . ’ i LW structures urned, om-
¢ ‘sources also say Air America sources who say they hav

e No! S -
of munist forces have occupied a

Itranspor_t planes are ferrying
jmportant cquipment and ma.
ferial from the Meo-CIA head-
quarters, flying it to safety at

l

hi

;information on evacuation
:the hospital or materiel. They
!note, however, that the situ-
fation at Long Cheng is con-

 hilltop position less than 15
:miles east of Long Cheng, in-
formed U.S. sources said.

Capture of the hiiltop, .
called Phou Pha Xay, puts
enemy forces within easy artil-
lery range of Long Cheny. An- |
nouncement of the loss of;
|Phou Pha Xay, which was part |
iof the Long Cheng del‘ensive{
system, occurred during the,
Communist rout of dleo and
:Thai troops from the plain,
the sources say, and was not.
discovered until its defenders |
appeared at Long Cheng yes—;
terday.

Communist consolidation . of
'gains made last weekend con-
‘tinued through DMonday night
when Meco and Thai irresulars
abandoned their two remain-:
ling fire support bases at Sting
‘Ray and Cobra, west and
south of the plain. Commu-
nists’  continued ferrying
troops and artillery southward
along the eastern edge of the
plain toward passes leading to
Long Cheng.

Off the Plain

Saigdn to Release
6389 Political Prisoners

From News Dispatches

SAIGON,_ Dee.- 22 The
South Vietnamese government
will relcase 689 civilians ar-
rested on suspicion of Commu-
nist political activity and-held
without trials for up to two
years on Christmas Day. a
spokesman announced today.

The amnesty, however, wiil
not affeect Vietham's two most
famous political prisoners—
Truoung Dinh Dzu and Tran
Ngoc Chau he said. Both were
tried and convicted by mili-
tary courts, - " :

The spokesman said the
prisoners were seized under
the three-year-old Phoenix
program, a joint U.S.-South
Vietnamese anti-insurgency
operation.

The Saigon command and
U.S. spokesmen here reported
little military action in South
Vietnam, but fighting contin-
ued in Cambodia 46 miles
north of Phnom Penh.

A Cambodian spokesman!

Meo and Thai irregulars are sqid a battle for the riverside:
reported 1o be completcly off  village of Peam Chhkork en-'
the plain now, though contact. tered its third day. North Viet-
‘with many units has not been ; hamese forces were so close to1
made. No decision on where to government front lines that al-
‘establish new defensive posi-:lied warplanes were unable to
tions about Long Cheng hasibomb and strafe effectively. |
been  reached, informed| The spokesman also re-
sources say, since pro-govern-i vealed that Cambodia had no
ment forces have not com-.iplans for a Christmas cease-
pleted regrouping off the|{ire similar to the 24-hour
plain. © Itruce proclaimed by South
+. The deteriorated situation | Vietnam. - .

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000900090001-6



Approved For Releas{%ﬁgﬂﬁf@ E#ijﬁﬁopso-m

STATOTHR -

YR ey

R

" BY BILL HAZELTINE AND FRANK MIRER

e .
B O T U TR AT Ve T T L et T L . i e e,
SNROTTIORER-3 ARFIN THICR IO v 1 R TRITR VT TRVTY SO T A W T S S W SO T RPN inaleia Al

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R0009000900§738 15t:ed



STATOTHR - ;

DAILY wiomin
Approved For Release 20%1[4%1%71 CIA-RDP80-0160
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Wind- Bown

In the last five years we have heard various
reasons for our violent presence in Vietnam. We
had commitments; we wanted self-determination
for the South Viets.

And our G1s were told that they were fighting in
Southeast Asia to keep war from the beaches of
California. _

So we have not felt this war’s outrageous im-
mensities. Unless one of ours was a casualty. And
we sit satisfied that our President is “winding down
the war.” Some say he is merely substituting
brown bodies for white,

But how much longer will we keep converting
their “‘green earth’’ into brown dust?

in one of those wind-down years, April 1969, one
“clandestine raid” (so described by Paul R.
Ehrlich and John P. Holdren in Saturday Review) i

. by Air America, an airline of the U.S, Central In- /.
telligence Agency defoliated 173,000 acres in
eastern Cambodia. It damaged about one-third of
Cambodia’s vunber crop and damage to local food
production was severe.

Presumably the defoliation of 173,600 Cam-
bodian acres prevents this same from happening to
104,000 Crawford, 24,300 Venango, 28,600 Warren,
and 2,800 Forest county crop-producing acres.

By late 1969, more than five million acres of

Indo China had been treated with defoliants applied
at an average of 13 times the dose recommended by
the USDA for the domestic use.
" Those millions represent more acres than all
Pennsylvania farms used for crop production in
1967, according to the Pennsylvania Statistical
Abstract of 1969,

For Southeast Asians it's often fataltobe down-
wind from the ‘“*wind down.”
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A*ncnc nsin

mw"iy, he he
to Ai» America--o
troact alr line--tut w
“ter to the Joint UL S..
Asgz -’mcn GAo'm JUsniiG
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Dm sz tonznd, .':u;m it

landing ot's s

iean Sdoures, un i
ficar and the pilot,
Initially the Amerd =
zred 2
r.lor

v
D
W

>
o

ot

Fmb"s sy there that a h'\hcopter
did in fact go down in May in
Burma and it belonged to
JUSMAG.
- Quwrmu a«wm and after
four days res h the Em-
bagsy in Panokok coud only con-
clude that the incident had oc-

curred. But neither the Ameri-

cans invelved nor their mission
could be discovered.

- According to sources within,
the American intelligence com-
munity, .the helicopter was on
a migsion inside Burina, was

foreed to find a landing zone be—

cause of engine trouble, and,
vpon landing was held for over
a week by Burmese autlorities.

One source in the Vientiane
-Embassy said the helicopter
wag on 2 raisslon in Thailand.
Another source there said the
helicopter'was on a mission in
Laos.

Accor ding to J. R, Cunmn"—
ham, Laos manager for Air |
America, two olher incidents
involving American pl*m;s in-
terred in Burg ;

over the past thic ye’irs Three

_ Vor that Air America pilots ever

s e

CLowas subseqaemly held for one

ved For Ret

(Boston) W (Lxg gtedont Tubli
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WL

. The U.S. algo said, by a
« gource close lo t we Danglok ¢
‘American Embws«y, {o ba help-

“years ago a twin- encvmﬂ Leecli- - ing to finance an irr Lgd!(,rj force
craft airplane went do1 7n near known as the "C.I.F.", com-
Tachilek, in the vieinity of the posed of remnants of old Chin-
DBurma-Lao-Thai border. The ese Kuomintang units, left in
- second incident, a year ago, Durma and Thailand folloy wing
involved a h»’::lco,)ier with an ‘communist takeover ol (‘,hmd,
American pilot and Filipino These forces, along wilh local

flight mechanic. Poth of thase " tribal groups, are regartegﬂy
encaged in a mini-war against

a3 .
were Alr America planes that

had mistaken Durma for Thai-  the communist-supported Meo

‘land whan looking for emergency P20Ple for control'of opium-

landings Cumnng] am said, growing land in the extreme

Cunningham denied that there Tortheast of Thailend near the )

! had been’ any such incidents in- ~ Burna and Laos borders. '
volving Air America this year, It is rumored here that aid .

will sacn be cut off to these for-

ces, nuinbering about 2,000

men, in conneatim \"xih the new .

anti—opmm drive of the NHizon ' L
;administration.

© A Shan trader, who illicitly
‘plies in gems, skins and othar

fly missions into Burma deli-’
barately. - :
State Department swoncsme
in Washington D. C, confirmed
i that 2 helicopler had strayed

. over the border into Burmié last
Novermber, The crafl was on exotic items of trade bebvieen

a "refugee resupply mission’ Th:ul:%na and Durma, grid that
and ran into bad weather. It ! AmemF:?.n WEAPONS, paxhcdzvly
MI16 rifles and m,/ grenade
launchers, in the Shan sintes is
increasing, as various factions
attempt to control the trads
‘routes and more recently the
keroin factorics in the area.
The factories hiave come ap- -
parently as o result of increased
-drug surveillance in Thailand, : .
Laos and Vietnam, The bulky ¢
opivm is refined inlo heroin .
closer {o the fields, making it -
easier to transport, St .
The tradeyr felt thal moest of . -
the arms are first given by the

week, a spokesman said.

The StalesDepartment denied
any knowdodge of the incident .
last May. A Department of De-
fense gource in the mililary
attache office also was unaware
of the incident. "As far as I'm
concerned, it didn't happen,’
he said.

Back in Bangkok American
press attache Don:dd Mewman
shrogzed off the May incident,
He asscried that the helicopter

was held no longer than "about {5 o {he Lao and Thai ar
. " ) _ N v ha b -
a d?,Y' e s Tetean o . mies and then sold undar the .
- it wasn™t a:_..ng deal,” sald table to various groups in the .
Newman. "I didn't have any~ . .

Shan stales. Some of the arms,
however, coine directly from
-Americans to Lelp their favor-

thing to do with things rezal or
imagirary going on in Burma.'
But what is going on in Bur-

L . N ites, ba said. .
ma? All official versions of the The Burmese Commuonist
story deny a member of the Party also oparates in the area

Rangoon Americar Embassy o
of the CIA was on the cliopper..
A source within the military
intelligence eoraraunity, how-
ever, said "We've got guys go-
ing in and out of there all the
time. "

and is equipping its People's
Liberation Army with Chinese
weapons; thz trader said. He | : .
added that American assistance '
was designed to counter the
“communist guzrrilla movement,
re Yo ¢ which has won sorae support in
¥ 1 3 Ayt el . 1 3
The area ‘t’ ;‘UOS;C’I‘ is t.nox ! certain aveas of the Shan states,
o astern- cT <
as the Shan states, iy “’_‘n”. by eliminating opium growing--
o~ ® u MR . - .
most, sectx_czn ‘éf Bui n}ﬂ: sha 131‘“ not especially profitable {o'the
- . 3 < 3 2o H
borders with h'-ml, l 4208 a? farmnrs—-and by driving off the
1Y -l 15 .. ey -
Thailand, Itfh well-known ;S . bandil-like paramilitary units
- )Y Y [, -
the center of opium EIOWIRE IN ™ thal contrel the movement of
Southeast Asia but is balkan- . o
ired by warrine tribes, clans’ opium out of the desolate moun-
ned Py Warriug wribes, clans tains of Burma toward the ‘nler-
and warlords. According to national heroin mar tq of thé :
. ., 1 i rhets .
well-informed sources, there e
. world.
are at least three contmrfento o.
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" They fly low and <1m/, b)
'thc light of the moon, and
anake $50, OOO a night. .

.They "use some prw?te
p!anes and old military trans-
o ports and land on deserted
'an' strips or sagebrusi-cov-
_ered desert. Their cargo is

i

X m?ruuam, cocaine and her—

- oin.

A!oncy the ' sparsely settl ed
IS fronh r'that divides the Unit-
“ed States and Mexico, air-
“borne drug-rumnters are deing
ca - booming business, and
“Federzl agents say that they
-do not know how to stop
U’lC‘m ’

-+ On most nights, the agents

cestimate, at least 10 planes
Jeross the border with mari-
“juana and other drugs. On’
rare occasions, the smuzglers
are caught by Uniled -States
agents flying their  own
planes. But usually they land
unnoticed -in Arizona, Cali-
fomn, Texas, Florida or clse-
‘where and mnet at  least
$50,000 cach trip.
‘- "Anybody who knows’ how
fo fly‘can get inta 1he busi-.
‘ness and make a lot of mon:
ey in a hurry if- he gels
saway with it,” said Donal 1d A.
.Quick, 'a Bureau of Cusioms
‘agent based at the border
town of Nogales, Ariz.
“You get bush pilots, sol-
dxers of fortune, crop dust-
ers, guys who flew with Air
“America in Vietnam [an air-

ine said to be affiliated with

the  Centralr  Intelligence

Agency], and a lot of ’emy

“can’t get jobs,

< “pilots are a dime a dozen
.these days, and they're will-
‘ing 'to do anything to f]y,
‘including smuggling.” ‘
‘fl"heyxe -developing their
own' air force, and it's geL-
ting bigger and higger,” said
.an official of the Justice De-
partment’s ‘Bureau
cotics and Dangerous Drugs,
which is "jointly responsible
with the Cusfoms Burcau for
policing the smuggling.

T :Most of the drug-runners.
use Jight single and twin-

Approved For f-’f
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of Nar-
" people,

hojakd

AJH.

XO‘TV

i-\ - )

U.f

[

,cname pmvate pl;mes oltm"
equippad with special devices

so they can take off ahd land
on short, 1mprowsed LmbClL
Ltrips, :

“But a lot of them

~-DC-3' S,
transports,

surplus. milits iy
turbo-prop exec-

utive planes, and we have;

our eye on, one group that
has a Constellation,” the Jus-
tice Department official said.

The Constellation can carry
40,000 pounds of cargo.

The United States agents’
air. force ‘consists of+-30 un-
marked helicoplers and small
planes. - Occasionally,  the
agents. are able. to pursue
smugglers and ‘arrest them
when they land. Increasing

. use of the planes over last

year an
effect.

Since July 1, they have
been used Lo make 57 arrests
and scize 14 planes that were
used in smuggling, according
to the Bureau of Cusioms.
This is twice the rate of a
year ago. .

“But we know we're only
gcuina a  tiny fraction of
them,” a ¢ " stoms agent said.
"lhey are very clever peo-
pIc, and if we pul the heat
on in one area——like we did
in Brownsville, Tex., recently.

—they Icarn about it quickly
and just hkc another route,”

Started 5 Years Ago

has cleat]y had

into this country by air for
at least Tive years. Initially,
the smugglers tended. to be
of college age. They renfed
a plane ‘and flew into Mexico
to buy a small aniount of
marijuana and then sold it
for a comfortable’profit.
More recently, officials
said, the huge profits -that
can be made have lured
more and more older pilots
and other people into the
business. -

Licut. Dennis I)xcmmg !
the Arizona State Depart-
ment of Public S’lf“ty, who
heads the narcolics detail in
the southern part of the state,
said:

“We know of approximate-
Iy 10 different organized op-
cerations in Tucson alohe,
cach involving six- to ecight
that are flying in 3
loads weekly.”

Customs agents recently
arrested the City Attorney of
Winslow, Ariz.,, a town of
8,000, and accused him of
helping “to direct " a large’
acrial smuggling Opcrdllon
Yc is under mdlctmnnt for
cssion of 1
ease

.,&i/@j} ¢WJ1§}:’

: + huge profit potential,
. are
starting to usc blf‘ger phncs

mywmo
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OLfICld]S attribute the in-
creased aevial smuggling lo
the growing market for drugs
in the United States, the

ened surveillance at some
ground. border  crossing |
points and the relative ease
of flying in contraband..
“Smuggling of narcotics by
small planes is less risky for
operators than by any o_ther
means  of transportation,”
said MNeal Sonnett, an Assist-

‘ ant Umtcd States Altorney

in Miami, where he said
smuggling of heroin by air is
growing rapidly. -

The drugs come inta ¥lor-
ida from France via islands
in the Caribbean and the Yu-
catan Peninsula in Mexico.

Economics Explained

A Justice Department ex-
pert explained the cconomics
©of the industry this way:

“In the interior of Mexico,
you can buy weed [mari-
juana] for as low as $2 a
brick’ [a kilogram, or 2.2
pounds], but Gt you dont
know your way around, you
‘probably will have to pay ¢
closer to §30. It doesn't take
a very big plane to fly 500
bricks if you take out the
seats and strip it down.

“If he takes the stuff to
Tucson, he can sell it for

“about $130 a brick, maybe
- as much as 8200, depending
Drugs have been smuggled | Nty d

ou the market. We've heard

-they‘rc getling as rauch a¢
. $750 in Boston.

But; 'say he
buys it for $30 and sells it
in-the states for $130; that's
a profit” on 500 bricks of
$50,000 for-a night’s work.”

Although  Mexican-grown:
marijuana is by far the-larg-
st caxno of the aerial smuc'-
glers, they have been in-
creasingly |, carrying  heroin
and cocaine. It appears this
is partly due to tightencd
surveillance of surface ship-
ments on the East Coast.

“A small plane is perfect
for bringing in ‘heroin,” an
agent sald ¢ bccause it docsn t
ake much to make a small
fortune.” 7Ten ,ounces of
heroin purchased in Mexico
for $3,500 can be sotd in
Los Angceles for $140,000.

AnoLhcx recent trend that
worries the authorities is the
recent ducrsmcatmn of .
gloup of - OllC-\V"ly” smum
glers  calked comrabmdls-
tas ”

Opuamv from small air-
ports along the American
side of the bordu contraban-
distas fly United States. mer-

356763104 A ROP8Y: 61861

tight-

.- legal as long as leadllv avail-

tors, television sets and to-
bacéco into Mexico and Cen-
tral .and. South  America:
without paying import duties,

Local foicials' Pribed

As far as the United States’
is concerned, the flights are

able export permits arc ob-
tained. South of the border,
the contrabandistas .usually
bribe local officials and earn
a solid profit by selling their
duty-free merchandise. -

Within recent . months, lured
by the promise of even
greater proﬁts in drug traf-
fic, an inceeasing number of
contrabandistas have been
flying to this country with,
drugs instead of returning
home with their planes emply.

Although  some illegal
flights cross the border in
daylight, most cross at night,
The planes vsually {ly a fow
hundred feet above the
ground to dodge what they.
belicve to be searching sig-
'n::ls from Air Force or Fed-

ral Aviation Administration
1"(I°r antgnnas, L

For the most part, such
precautions are Unnecessary.
What radar there is on the
border, officials said, is large-
Iy ineffective below 8,000
feet and at sowe points it is
useless below 18,000 feet,

All pilots who cross the
international {rontier arc re-
quired {0 file an official
flight plan with the F.A.A,
or the Mexican Governmment,
depending  where. the {rip
originates. Many pilots ig-
nore this rule. But some fol-
low the procedure up lo a
point; they take off and land
on the roufe indicated in
their plan, but they take a’
detour over the border, drop
the drugs to confederates on
the ground or land brieflly on
the desert to get rid of the
contraband before landing at
an airport where they might
be subject to a search.

Asked how the smuggling
could be halted, Mr. Quick,
the Customs agent here, said:

“Pcople hear terms like
radar, jet and computer, and
think you can solve any
problem. But this is a very’
complicated problem. That’'s
a long border, and it's casy
to get lost in it, and when
you take it up o 18,000,
fect, that's a lot of air space

» to watch.
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‘been penetrating Laotian air
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Lo By D. E.
. o o Speclal to The Washington Post

VIL‘\!TIANL——\’ox th Vietna-
mese Mig-17 fighter bombers

.have been playing a month- ]
o
long game of cat and rouse! once daily sinee the announce- |anq - Continental Air Service,

with U.S. ilcfhtm bomibers
over northern and central Lao-
tian, provinces to harass and
i‘0v0k_e Anterican  aircraft,
highly reliable American
somces here ‘say.

The Fussian-built \Iiﬁl’?s,
descnbgd as obsolele and no
mateh for U.S. planes. have

space continuously, sometimes
twice daily, in the past month,
ﬂymg in weslward ares into
northcm Taos froms Hanoi and
vinh, 160 miles to the south,
then streaking back to .the op-
poblte airfield from deparfure.
“ No shooling incidents have
been reported. :
L Reportedly flying al a low n
altitude to avoid radar track-
'in the Norih Victnamese
\xarplanps have penclrated as.
far westward as Moung Soui,
110 miles north of here, to

guard the northwest approacn-
es’ to .the Plain of Jars
where Pathet Lao and North

|
. Vietnamese gunners have re-

cently begun mounting prosl

‘sure on pro-government forces

. North Vietnamcse planes
have made similar runs at ind
frequent intervals in the past
‘but never, reportedly, for such
a lengthy period.

Presence-of the enemy air-
craft over Laos “on a number
of oceasions in recent days”
is conlirmed by U.S. embassy
spokesmen In Vientiane.

The last public announce-
ment of North Vietnainese
jets over Taos came three
weeks ago from Gen..Thong-

panh Knolﬂ), T,aa ‘military
Spolfosmzm when he reported
Migs over Xieng Khoang Prov-
inc

side of_the Plain of Jars.

‘radar and radio serveillance,

ea pito kA ForRelba

- SHINGTON RO

‘;.

Ixonl

»U.s. 'md Laouun air cmft fly
ing in Laos have been warned
of such phnetratlon at least

ment.

'ana for Laolian

STATOTHR

chatmu a morale,
among, US CHJhdH

space‘ ‘are
préblem

{pilots flying fox Air America

forces ~ in!

Pointing out hat informa. ;nouholn Laos, reliable sources

tion ypon which to base alerts, g,y

and the alerts themselves,
originate with U.S. Air Force

sources say, “Either someone
is lying about alerts for a rea-
son, or information just is
not being circulated in the
mission here.”

The sowrces say that repeat-
cd attempts by U.S. .jets tfo
trap the Migs over northern
Lac® may account for the long
delay in public announcement
by the U.S. mission. The
sources say that despite re.
peated attempts at intercep-
tion, however, no contact has
been made.

Encemy penetration alerts in
Laos originate from an Air.
Yorce (-130 Yercules, code-

amed “Cricket,” that is con-
stantly flving over northern
Laos (another is in southeirn
I.aos, the sources say) and
mouniloring radio  traffic,

“Cricket” is the command
center for air operations over

.

i Pilots say there is mountmg
ispeculation that one of the

Migs may eventually atiack an
unarmed and lumbering cargo
plane or one of the many civil
helicopters  plying  Laotien
skies. -

Sources also say thal failure’
lo announce aleris lezves the
public unaweare of the hazards
under which ecivil planes fly
in Laos.

A reliable source in Laos re-
ports that a helicopter was
shot down recently by a Mig
in southern Laos west of the
Ho Chi Minh Trail, & report
mission spokesmen here say
they cannot substaniizie nor
deny.

Army commanders in the
Plain of Jars area of northern
Laos are reported fo have ex-

o«

pressed some concern over the

possibility of air attack on
their  positions, particularly;
the.six fire support bases on
and about the plain.

Laos and monitors North Viet-|
namese as well as other fre-

guencies, issuing a general

varning to U.S, aircrafl in the
area when peaeuahon is sus-
pected or “known,

«Cricket can hear thcm call
out their course as they lift
off Hanoi or Vinh,” Ameucan
'sources say. : :

Upon receipt of an alert all
civilian sireraft and non-fight-
er government planes fmmedi-

Recent visitors to the fire-
bases and bases north of the
plain note there would bLe
litlle protection from air at-
tack.

_Aviation sources do say,
" however, that flyinzg under
these <ircumstances is about
as safe as is possible consider-|
hw that 1t is a war zove

P, < i

ately vacate, the sources say,
flying clsewhere ag low and“.

as fast as possible while U8/
“fast mover,” as Jels are
known by -he military, move

into the penetzdted grea to in-

tercept.

( enemy &

Slee209110®104?‘k@IN-‘RDP80 01601R000900090001-6

ajreraft in Laotian air-




v

_ complicatio_ns

Approved For Release 200:1/Q3/04 ¢ GIA- RDP80-01601R00
I" [ el (g '"if
%@ OGUE ET SERVIC

CCESTLEC OCKTAIL CXPU SlF

THE PARES MATCH

gg L’ (0[?

STATOTHR

[,Q) = LA PLUS TENEBREUS [
- AFFAIRE DE - LANNEE

En accusant un co!onel du S.d.e.c.e.,
agronome, trafiquant dherome, et agent spécial

relance la campagne

‘Delouette, :

américaine contre la filiére

frangaise de la drogue. Mais qui est Delouetie?

4 hovembre. — Hubert L
Stern, procurcur général
a la Cour de Newark;
couve du regard son ac-
cusé -favori, son poulain
‘Roger - Xavier - Léon De-
fouctte. Petit, maigre, le

“visage émacié 'des justi-

ciers incorruptibles, le
procurcur général, dans
son strict ‘complet. gris
anthracite de fonctionnai-

_re. intégre, a l'allure tran-
.chante des attorneys qui

ambitionnent” une grande

“carri¢re. L'audience a licu

devant le tribunal de
Newark, dans .un local
qui ressemble, avec son
plafond aux caissons de
couleur, & une salle des
fétes un jour de distribu-
tion des prix.

M. Stern se retourne trés sou-
vent vers le public, composé

¢ sos futurs électeurs, comme
pour souligner I'importance du

- combat qu'il est en train d'en-
“gager : il part en guerre contre

les services spéciaux frangais
corrompus. Insoucicux des
diplomatiques,
nscnsible aux pressions,
met cn accusation le pays qui
introcluit 'héroine aux Etats-
Unis  pour empoisonner la
‘Jauncsse américaine.
Roger Delouette lui donne laré-
phque d'une voix sourde, in-
"quittd, mais dpproNathfer

~Un long visage chevalin de

‘I condotticre  ténébreux. Une

silhouette ath!etuquc d'aventu-
rier international a la prestan-
ce avantageuse, avec son
1,82 m il ressemble & un Jon-
quéres d'Oriola au teint plom-

bé qui aurait délaissé depuis

longtemps les réunions hippi-
ques pour lJes cercles da jeu.
A coté de lui, son défenseur,
Donald A. Robinson, un petit
.avocat brun qui a la mine

-compétente d'un qui connait

les 356 artifices de procédure
permettant & un ennemi public
fédéral de s'en tirer avec cent
dollars d'amende.

Tout en manipulant nerveuse-

ment une paire de lunettes do-
récs, Roger-Xavier-Léon. Do~
louette, plaide respectucuse-
ment coupable d'avoir, « de-
puis ou aux ervirons du fer
décembre 1870, en pleine
conscience et de plein gré, et
contrairement a la loi (« against
the law =) .conspiré pour im-

“porter aux Etats-Unis €6 livres”
(43 778 grammes) d’ hﬂromb hy-

drochlaride =.

LA JEUNE DOUANIERE
DECOUVIE 44 kg D’HEROINE
DANS LE MINIBUS

L'autre prévenu, celui que De-

louette a désigné comme son
chef et que la. justice améri-
caine a inculpé, est absent.
C’est.le colonel Fournier que
I'accusation presente comme
un officier « superviseur »

sans visage, dont le nom pas-

se-partout a l'air d'un pseudo-

nyme de fonction.

Le § avril 1971, le cargo fran-
gais « Atlantic Cognac » vient
d’arriver & quai & Port Eliza-

beth, dans le New Jersey. Une
jeune douaniére’ de 22 ans,-

Lynn Pelletier, contemple un
minibus Volkswagen qui se ba-
lance au bout d'un palan. Lynn
Pelletier, qui a un flair de vieux
douanier, décide de visiter mi-
nuticusement ce véhicule. Elle
y découvre les 44 kg d'héroine

pure. Peu aprés ‘un Frangais

élégant se présente aux bu-
reaux- de la douane pour.reti-

_rer le minicar. On lui falicite les
fermalités et on l'arréte. C'est

Delouette.
Son interrogatoire ‘est fruc-

tueux : il se présente d'abord,

comme un agent itingrant du
S.d.e.c.e. et révele que, vers le
15 décembre - 1970, il a été
pressenti par le colonel Paul
Fournier, haut fonctionnaire du
S.d.e.c.e., pour faire passer de
I'héroine aux Etats-Unis. Peu

aprés, il rencontre au Café de

Paris un personnage mysté-

- rieux, dont il ignore le nom,
Lqui lui offre 1200 dollars par
*kilo d'héroine transportée-et
.qui le charge d'achcter une

Volkswagen « Camper» d'ob-
tenir un visa, et de s'occuper
ensuite de l'expédition.‘ De-
louette touche bientdt une
avance sur .comriission de
5500 dollars et, sur l'ordre de
Fournier, va prondre livraison
de. la marchandise & quarante

000960090001-6
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Von parcum!

kator Mcxrche!h, ein. enemahger
Mitarbeiter der. Central  Intelli
gence Agcncy (CIA), sprach

S gegnnuber cinem UPI-Mitarbeiter

- Jahsge angehdrte,

"~ als Eingeweihtar {iber einige Prak-
~tiken des amerikanischen Geheim-

dienstes, dessen leitung er lange
Obwoh! er sich
..Uber die Verschwendung entriste,

~die. diesés Instrument der USA-

Regietung: betreibt —. er schldgt

.mafnahmen vor —, bejaht er im
" Prinzip  diese Institution. Im fol-
genden Auszug aus dem amerika-
nischen Maogozin diirften beson-

¥i ders die FuBerungen Marchettis

-~ w.In ciner thm gemdBen Sprache
—tber die Rolle umerikanischer

" - Gehzimdiensts bei der Anzettlung

- von Kriegen in Gebieten, in denen
“den USA nicht genchme Entwick-
lungen im Gonge sind, interessant
~‘sein. Ein Gsund fiir sein Ausschei-
~den aus der ClA legt in der.—
sicher duich die Kenrinis von Ge-
- heimdokumenten beeinflufiten —
Einsicht, daf dia_ blutige WUSA-
Aggressxon gegen Tndochina dem
= amerikonischén Anschen in der
Welt schadet. Das amerikanische
+Maogozin  zitiert aus .dem  Ge:
" osprach v a.r -
So v:.rwendct 70m Pplapl"‘ die

: Nationole Sicherheitsbehdrde (Na-

- — etwa die

tiona! Security Agency) — zu deren
Aufgabengebiet es auch’' gehdrt,
oquefong ne Botschafien atslandi-
scher Regierungen 1u dechiffiieren
Hasllte ihres Johres-
budgats von eingr Milliarde Dollar,

»Sie haben in Fort Meade (Mary-
larnd) ganze Waggons voll von Ton-
bondern von mitgaschnittenen so-
wictischen
die zﬁhn Jahra
waaen voll.
"Codesystemen  ebenso  erfindeiisch
sind wie wir, Es ist technisch fast
eing Unmiglichkeit, eine varschliis-

salte, chlffnuu: Botschauft zu dechif-
fnere“ So beschranken sie sich dar-
- auf, stdndig dos Material welter zu

alt sind — Giliter-

»_sommf'ln und es In Waggens zu

u..a. nicht realisizibare Kontroll- -

{Rundfunk-) Mitteilungen,’

Veil die Sowijets in -

“sowjetischen

‘saugen  vor

!’l ern. Sie horchen weiter In d"r
g

ganzen Welt, Sie geben weiter ein -

Vermdgen aus in dem Versuch, die
{Chilfrizr.
chiffrier-)Computer
fihrtz er qus...

Was Marchetti am meisten an der
CIA baunruhigt, ist ihre Neigung zu
den dunklen Kiinsten paramilitéri-
scher Gehelmaktionen — ein Ge-
biet, des fiir die Agentur doppelie
Anziehungskraft  besitzt, weil dos
Militdr oul diesem Terrain kaum
operieren kann. :

«Efs von deii Dingen,” dle die
Geheimdienstieute dar ClA tun kén-
nen, ist Krege onzuzetteln®,
cr. WSie kénnen , auf .geheimen
Wegen in einem Lande einen inoffi-
ziellen Krieg ousldsen wund dafir
sorgen, daB es so aussieht, ols ob
es sich nur um etwas handelt, was
die lokalen Bauzentdlpe! selbst be-
schlossen hoben und in eigener
Regie durchfthren wollen.”

Aul diese Weise hoben - Mar-
chetti zufolge — die Vereinigten
Staaten -zuerst begonnen, oktiv in
Vietnam zu kdmpfen, Dos ist die Art
von Aktivitdt, die jetzt
bodscha und Laos var sich geht, wo
die CiA, wic kirzlich Zesugenaus-
dem
haben, eine Operation durchfithren,

die -450 Millionen Dollar _jéhrlich
verschlingt, sagle er. : B
Marchelti erklarte, er sei davor

Uiberzeugt, dof} die CIA auch fir den
Staatsstreich  veranbworllich sed,
durch den Prinz Norcdom Sihanouk

- {von Kambodicha) Anfang 1970 ver-

tricben wurde und der die amerika-
nisch-stdvietnamesische Razzic nach
kommunistischen Zufluchtsorten in
jenem lande einigs Wobh an spdter

ermaglichte,

Die Gphesmoperohonm in Sud-
ostosien waren vor Jahren der An-
laB, daB die CIA zur Tarnung dort
eine Luftfchrigesellschaft, die AIR
America, grindste, die heute eben-
so viele Menschen, némlich 18 000;
beschéftigt, wie dar Arbgitsstab der

“ClA voh:t fShte er aus, .

und Da..
ncxchzubclunn",

sagle .

in Kam-

KongreB enthiillt.

STATOTHR

schen GC‘nmm\x txonen bzs zur Anzc.ttOIun von l\ncacn L

NUH. di2 TIA hot n'cht nur in

Vietnam und Leos ihre Hénde im g

STATOTHR

Spiel”, sagte Marchetti, nsie halt
Ausschau noch weiteren Gebielon,
in denen sich vielleicht auch gin-
stige Gelagenheiten dieser At er-
geben kdnnten, Wenn sie beginnt,
private  Luftfohrigesallschalten und
alles andere zu errichten, was mit
der Unterstitzung fir eine Regie-
rung oder eine gegen die Reglcrung
gerichtete Bewegung varbunden ist,
50 ist digs sehr, sehr gefdhrlich, weil

die CIA dies ouf geheimen Wegen.
“tun kunn und es somit fiir

dos
Publikum sch\\ncng wird, zu ernen-
nen, was vorgeht,”

Maorchatti zufolga gehoren Sud', _
Afdka und die

omerike, Indien,
Philippinen v den Gebisten, wo
die CIA mé&glichenveise eine kiinf-
tige poramilitérische  Aklivitdt ent-
wickeln kénnien — alles Lander, in
denen soziale Umwélzungen gdran,
Ein Umsturz sei dos, wos den CIA-
Direktor verenlasse, mit der Plonung
{Ur éine m':Sg!iche

nen, sagle Maichetti.

AuBer der, Tlugghsf‘ﬂschﬂﬂ
Americo habe die CIA die Southern
Air Transpart in Miomi und die
Rocky Mountain Alr in Phénix zum

-mdglichen Einsotz fir parcrmhlon—

sche Opzrationen in Stidamerika ge-
griindct, sogte er. Aknliche getarnte
Fluglinien scien in der ganzen Welt
Gufgf‘LOUfl‘ uand “verkoufl worden,
u. a. eire in Nepal und eine in
Ostofriko. Ferrer teilte Maorchetti
mit, die CIA hobe ein groBes Depot
im amerikanischen Mittelwesten, wo
sie militdrische Ausrlistungen
Art und- unmorkiere Waffen
Arl hot, :

oIm loufe der Johre hot sie alles
in dar ganzen Well gekault, was sie
on  Unentdeckbaren  bekommen
konnte. — .um. sich ouf dan Even-
tuatfall verzubereiten, daf sie viel-
leicht den Wunsch hoben kdnnte,
einer Gruppe in, sagen wir einmaol,

clier

Guut_emalo_ Waffen s2u licfern ...

'Geheimdienst--
oktivitdt ir einem LonJc, zu begin--
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DES MOINES, IOVWA
REGISTER
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i . Of Tha Reglster’s Editorlal Pags Stalf

,l” THE NIXON Adminislration was of-
: fended by the cheering in the United
":‘Nallons General Asscmbly at the assem-
- bly vote which led {o the ousting of Tai-
;wan  (tho Nationalist “Republic  of
, _Chma”) o
o But for much of the h01ld Taiwan
~does not have the “good guy” image it
has had in the United Stafes, but is re-
garded as & usurper fo the name of
. “Chind” and a f{roubleinaker
‘Asia.  aiwan announced regularly ifs
‘intent t6 “libcrale” the mainland by

i ter.

Besides this -open ffoal it fook part in
2 scries of seeret wars, noslly with the
help of the Uniled Stalns sonte ab its
instigation. I

The world laughed in 1953, when the
ngephiyte Republican "Administration in
Washinglen “onleashed Chiang Kal-
shek” — that iy, stopped preventing him
from carrying on hostililiss against the
:Chinese mainland, The U.S. restrained
-him during the Korean War: one Asian

gwar at a tuno wag more than enough.

I o/ B :
. lalwa:—a Ba

. CIA Airline
£ Buf it wasn't funny. Chiang was

rseuoua The pin-prick raids from the
{offshore islands to the ainland; the

ec‘l.

o

heavy concentration of troops and guns
,on Quomoy, five miles from the main-
iJand; the overllights of meinland China
- with .Hmcm-omratcd U2 spy planes
fmxm ied by i the United States 1 ame
-‘ﬁhhc at the timg or_a bit latc

£ MO
s T AT 47 e

et it D e 2ol 2

‘«K” -
,'C'
[ien

in east -

‘force, and used vv]xat foree 1t coulc mus-

- U.S.-frained

. Bui

N L

e

.

; ;;m-. [T

R }W-
8 Ar ]i l {) nJ[ -
they were nol all the "‘&xlleﬁshéci"

Chiang did.

Al[m Whiting, one of Ammcas ot~
standing Chind-wratchers, pieced togeih-
er the story for the New York Review of
Books. Whiting watched Chlnﬂ {from the
U.S. consulate general in Hong Kong
1865-68 and is now a political scientist
at the Universily of Michigan's Center
for Chinese Studies, He found evidence of
Taiwan’s secret wars in the Pentagon
Papers, in new studies of China-India
relations, In the memoirs of George Pat-
ferson, a
and elscwhere.

. It was an airline based on mean
financed by the U.S. Central Intelli igence
Agency, which providéd-—{raisgort for
sabolage and  guerrilla
teams senl info Nmth Vietnam in 1934,
when Vietnam was legally at peace,

The same airline provided the {rans-

port for the CIA effort to overthrow the”

Indonesian government in 1953

Werplanes and transporls from Tai-..

wau airdropped arms and supplies 1o
Tibetan rebels in the period from 1951
through 1962, though the méajor fighting

ag quickly suppressed in 1951 and 1959.
They used refucling bases in Thailand
and flew over India and Buvina without
perinission. India and China each
“thought the planes belonged to the other
and complained. The Burmese shot one
down, it landed in. Thaiiand and was
identified as a Chinese Nationalist
bomber from Taiwan.

Taiwan had a secret part in the wars
In Laos and South Vietnam, too. Still
another CIA-financed an]me was formed
in 1930, and 2 third later in the 1960s,

and carried on legal commr‘lciul pas--
senger and freight business in Laos and

Vletnam, and also clandesting military

' o -
Q!‘""‘ oo
A

’ opci‘ations.
s rilla pa Latroor" trafned by, the Unueé

Sritish - mis sxonary-journalist-

- elandestine. aclivily, and also made
possible for Taiwan fo maintain large

* have stopped,
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Ono job was ferryin\ guc )

Steles in Taiwan, North Vietnam caught |
some of them in 1983 and scntcnwd D
them, hut me effort continued. Later ;
Taiwan more or less opealy sent several -
dozen psychological warfare men fo |
Sotith Vietnam. . e o

Eouipment o
Handouts

The United States pald fo alot of this

and also made it

s for a counlry ©
With consids '

and modern ﬁr‘mcd foree

of only 1¥ millivn peoy )Ic

Ccoble pride, Tabvan stopped  laking
cmopen ULS. *andlitary aid” some years

ago, but it has continued to get handouts
in tie form of ‘“excess equipment’ --
inclading planes, tanks, missiles-and ‘de-
stroyers of not- guite the lalest model.
hiting does not gay so, but Taiwan
cn]mg,al its alvport rmways o takc
America’s hwucat planes, in the hope of
replacing Ckinawa as base for Armeri-
can stealegic bonm:ls and nuclear
weapons, ] .

There are onlv about 8,000 Amcucanf
servicemen on Taiwan.now and routine
U.S. naval palrols of the Taiwan Sirait |
and still ‘more recently
U.S. overilighls of China have stopped.
.But the U.S.-Taiwan mxhtmy alliance

- continues . !
In words this alhanco is «defensive.
But Talwan’s rccord must look pratty:

aggressive to mainland - China, Burma,
India, and ether counfricz which learned,
aoant it long before it becamo public
knowledge in the Unifed States. ol

A

Sy . - '
A W meerearn

e Tl st vl Ll d Sade wellionax WE sz
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Jo Lph Alsbp's fabid-and insulting re-,

. ﬂe(‘nom on -the motives of scnators who
votéd against the fou,wn 2id bill a. week

Iénse- -budget, not the. foreign - -aid- budge

“have'ito -do wiith zﬂd to Camondl a1_1d

Lao~ T

in Vietnam,
‘war:in Laos and Cambodia. Millions of
American dollars continue to be “spent,
“avith-Alittle con«uemona! ov mmt for
: ,nL.savc,bomom;;, for s 7 iti

(including tie (p“rtltion of & ai
{the hiring-of mércenaries). . ’

some littie

ﬂumt American forces into Cambodm he

inva it of - Laok. — this, time by South
Vk,tn 'x.,e <oldxex rxclmg m Amcrican

nators,‘ @ l?r
bﬂllevq or-be tt~
mont»o]l*dr actmty

agn Fxlc'ﬂy make -very - httlc sense, Provi-
sions for the 'military ssecurity of - Soutly .
Viﬁt’m«m are largely: contained. inithe de-+-

‘and: more¢over ‘the -holly-disputed- 1tcm~+

I "undvclaxcd” ig-the viord foz ‘the ‘.vm“.
sec.u‘c”,io the word for the

Tt is \"ouh rec::]lmg, since n throw's
Tlight on the foreign wid -vdte; .
*ﬂmt when President 1\1x0n i May, 1870, -

did” not botnﬂ o consul{ or inform’ the
Smatc bizfotchand. Even when tire Senate

passtd rebolutlom intended to restrain’
.c cecutive warmaking, the spirit-and letter
of :those - resolutions | was. defied in an -

- 'ciui:ckly;

STATOTHR

They have' sought to get the
message  across  répeatedly, by ever
nmeans - short of denying appropriati_ons!
Their impatience is symptomatic of a oen]

ate-mood. that neither Mr. Nixon nor Mz%

Alsop seems to understand — a-mood Lha‘li
can. hardly be explained by~ the merg.
mflucncc of two senators.
As has been said before, a” ‘whole mix-
tuire of-factors explains the defeat of the
foreizn aid bili. In retrospect, however, the
essential one is ths Senate’s weariness
with the President’s determination to keep
as much: American force and mongy in
Indochina as Johg as possible. That colli-
d‘on of judgmients, which is largely to be
explained by differences between the con-
stltucmy and constitutional rccpomx‘ﬂh-
.ties of the President and the. Senate, docs
not- lend itself to such mmlc minded ex-
planations-as Mr. A‘sop - that Senators |
Fulbright and Mansficld wanl to “lose”
thie’ war. Nonscnse. By qt.ﬁpchvc,s an-

. hounted from time to time by M. Alspp,

the. war is already “losi,” or should bc
Yet withdrawal and Vietnamization, which
he so much feared at -the baxummﬂ has
apparently brought the war — in his viev
at-least — 1o .the verge of a successful
COI‘CIUHI\JH By that- ]0" ¢, (un.plctmg the
job of*diseng a;,emtm would perfect the
good result. “That -1s Just what Senators
Mansfield and Fulbr igot seem- to ha\’e in
mmd .

- PSR B I T E T
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N
survive, the Ageney for In-
ternational Development s
poinfedly  remindi 1 U.S.
senators (hat business prof-
its and jobs in (heir home
states wil i'cd tke pain of
foreign aid cuts

Money, whs, ('JICL by (1 ar
implication, votes, can be
 more taz fib]c weapons ina
political flvht than lmlv ar-
guments about World stabil-
ity-and aid to ur iderdevel-
oped ndhonf The appeal to
domestic interests to rally to
the  defonse of balance
sheels  and payrolls could
carly “double weight in the
present dtpiesmd slale of
‘the U.S, economy.
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Lald were,

«chase  of 0d.
and  agricoliural commodi- -

s services,
‘modities are
JUnited States.

-preferences for

‘much they should lalk

AV EE S
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PEEpS

A generation azo, the con-
cept  of Io;m{, aid  was
scofled at by ils meany cril-
ics as “milk for the Hotlen-
tots,” The time came when
the condition of the Hotten-
fots and other distant peo-
ples came (o he recognized
to 'be not so tofatlly remote
{from the condition of world
order, but the attifude asso-
clated with foreign aid re-
mained: “hand-oufs,” “give.
avaysi

To carry foreign economic
aid 1111()L~“11 the Congresg——
“pure” {foreign aid. thal is,
as distinet from divect, or
roundabout suppmt for fm-
cign 1(‘5‘,11[]v‘5 whose continu.
ance in office was judged Lo
be of dircet value to Amieri-
can security interes{s-—cco-
nomic aid allocations were
Ynked legislatively with mil-
itary aid. In the name of

‘conlainmaent of comimunism,

military  assistance ould

win the votes 1o everride
be gulfaws aboutl “foreign
aid.” )

THE PARADOX has heen

:thatl both forms of “foreign”
in a real scase, .

also-dowéstic aid--spent in,
and suppotting, the U.S,
econoly. - :
‘According (o AID, 85 per
ecent of its funds for the pur-
industrial

ties is spent in the Umtcd
States. .

- In-addition, ATD estimates
Ahat 86 - per cent of all.
meney  allotted to it, for
; s, cash grants, sale
goods and coui-
spent in the

arics and

~ This is not Jjust s
stance, or a resuit of forcigu
made-in-A-

merica labels, These funds

are g(‘nf‘rallv mandated to
:be spent in the  United
“States by  “tied” loans — -

.meaning loaus with sirings

on (hem—or other lmtcla-
Clive reguirements. _
U.S. policymakers “have

heen ambivalent about h.?w .
about
the tied-lo-Amevica quality
of American foreign aicd. Tn
stress the tie dims the aura,

“of altruism, cownpassion, and

humanitarianizm which poli-
eymakers would profcr to

.

AID  routinely pubmhr_-~
“Jists of contracts awardead ta

STATOTI{IR
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goods .

huppen-.

U S, firins or or ganizations,
there is norm(.lly no great
stress on the dollar-tied na-
ture of most foreign aid,
lea aving the non-military por-
tion of the program adrift
wilhout any avoused consti-’
tuency to defend it.

Only now, with its life on
the congressional Lhoppj'wrf_
block, has ATD been encour-
aged, indeed stimulated, hy
the dd'lll‘ istration, to mouut
a mujor public clmpldy of
the domeslic consequences
thal can result from slash-
ing “foreign” e: or\omlc aid.
funds,

Item: Belveen 1954 and
19539, AID money financed

: 'hom 22 {0 30 per cent of all

cargo shipped on U.S.- flag
vessels,
Jlem: In 1971 ,A]]) loans
and granls financed U.S. ex-
ports lotaling $972 million,
“ hile this represented only
2.3 per cont of total U.S, ex-
ports, it included 25 per cont
of all American fertilizer ex-
vorts; 16.4 per cent of US,
iron and sleel exports; 15.7
per cent of @l exports of
railroad cruipment; 85 7 por
cont of basie textile exports;
8.3 per cent of rice cxports; )
7.3 per ceat of all exports of
non-ferrous melals and
produets, -
~Hem: To malke the point
even clearer politically on
sapitol 1L, ATD statistics
now being cnculned there
show that in the same 1971
Tiscal year, $178,829,271 vas

spent in Rcw York State;
‘SﬂO‘inG,(i“rD in  California;
ST1081, 158 in Pe cansylvania;g

—.-‘?13,041 M‘> in 1ilinojs, and

with lesser amounts h sted
for other a(atc", ineluding

- 820,572,073 in Maryland and

$10,162,141 in Vir: ginia.

]tcm Other “fact sheelg”
belng showered oit Congress
report cunadative totals for

- many years of AID rescavch

contracts . to  univeisitios,

and service contracls to
other organizations] includ-
ing Air America Tne. of

Yashington, D.C., the organ-
izetion \"Inch opoz ales with
the  Central Inlelligence
Ageney in Southeast Asia. It
is .listed for accumulaled
coittracts from A1D alone to-
tal m,‘_: 332 £,200.

mb ll(l(l(u]\ with a dou-
ble meaning: one of them s
the United Stateg

60]130’00’900090001 -6
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~ter detained

signed  to
:mander of the Joint U.S
“ary Advisory-Group In Thal-

A (\'TI

Bl

Approved For Release 260‘%3)‘621" : CIA-RDP80-01601

5, Ronk
" Eneedel Lo he Weshington Tost

SCYIENTIANE, Nov., % ULS.

By ».

spokesmen  have confirmed
“{hat &n Amecrican helicopleriin
was deinined by Burmest au-
{horitics when it was found to
‘be operating inside their bor-
ders around the end oI May of

this year,

According  to the T.&
spokrrmrn, the Afr America
hchcop(u cppnum‘\ violated
Burma's air space dur ing “bad
weather.” . -

JTowever, Michacl Morrow
of Dispatch News Agency, who
yeported on the incident in’
lzte  Seplember, said  the-
whogt” sources in Bangkok,'
Thailand, {old him tho'cmﬂ'
was on & clandesline mis smn_z
into Burmz and was catrying

a - Burmese nnllhuy altache,
from Pangkok as well as at
‘Jeast onoc U5 1ntelhgencb
agent, ’

Air Amcrica 18 described as
a privata charter alrline. It
provides alreraft for several
U.S. missions
Southcast Asia and has close
links with the Central Inteltl-

{throughoutl|

gence- Agency.
Morrow sald the sources in

- Bangkok said the mission of

the while, unmarked helicop-|
In Burimr was to’
visit CIA camps within that
country. The craft, according
{o-Morrow's sources, was as’
the deputy coni-
. Mill-

Jand.

Burma Is currenlly cen-
gaged in vwhat one recent vist-
tor to }«lmoon descub'ﬂ as aj.

I POSE

. ",\ w .(‘\\ e e O - "Z'?'{? .i_} O
4% IR SV E WA NS zf"C, G"r\ . s | o L sy
11717 /k VIR R e en ; T A
/ AR IR N \\MJ‘ W\ U N J‘%/
. - S

L T T R L e

amultiheaded olvil wer” with
several opposing forves, some
of them polltically motlvated
but somne no better than elh-
¢ bandit gangs. R
One group of insurgents is
led by former Prime Minister
U Nu who was ousted in 1662
by the current militery regime
of Prime Minister Ne Win,
Morrow's report about thel
Burimess wlual) atlache helng
on board the detained hohcop )
tel would indicate clandestine
8. assistance to lhe Ne Wm.
government. |
Recent visitors to Burma re-
port increasing evidence there
of clandestine Amerlean pres-
ence and describe it as approx-

imating the earlier prescnce
and operations in Laos. Mosi,
arcas of the couniry are off.
limits to foreign visitors.

- Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601ROQO.900090001-6
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birdet der Wirtschaft Indicas zusitz-
liche vnertrigliche Lasten auf, welche

INERIERFRRISAN,
. . ’ enn b die Verwitklichung der sozialdkono-
'Expl-cllsive Lagce . ' mischen Programmz der Regierung
(>

R " Tadira Gandhis spirbar verlangsamt
Dic bewaffneten Zwischenfille an pop.p ' :

der mCliSCh‘Pﬂmsm{’if’d‘?“ Grenze gy~ gilt bereits als offencs Geheim-
bzufen sich, Dic pakistanische Armee pio “qaf oich die amerikanische Ge-

bat in Ostbengalen Streitkrafte von
80000 Maon an der Grenze zu
Indien zusammengezogen. Indien be-
rief 600 000 Reservisten cin und traf
andere  MafBnahmen zur Verteidi-

gung. Premierminister Indira Gandhi-

erklarte, ihr Land unternchme ,alles

heimdienstzentrale CLA, verstarkt in
Pakistan engagicrt hat. Die US-Ge-
sellschaft  ,VVorld  Airvays™,  dic
chenso wie die ,,Air Amcrica® und
.Continental Air Scrvice® in Laos
cine verkappte CIA-Firma ist, be-
fordert Truppen von West- pach

Erdenkliche, um einen bewaflneten Ogoatistan. Bereits in diesem Som-
Konflikt zu vermeiden® " mer trafen amerikanische Militie-
Die Kricgsgefahr auf dem Subkofi- popaiee cin, die wic in YLaos der US-
tinent, wo etwa ecin Faaftel der porochatt mgeordnet sind und cinen
Menschhsit lebt, ist eine Folge der giglomatischien Status haben. Wie
blutigen Ereignisse in Ostpakistal. ppetich Senator Edward Keonedy
Als dieser Landesteil, der fast 2000 erklarte, licfern die USA — trotz
Kilometer durch  indisches - Terito- gesenteiliger Versicherungen ~—, Waf-

rium von den westlichen Provinzen
getrennt ist, seine Autonomie durch-
setzen wollte, entsandte dic Zentral-
regicrung in Westpakistan im Miarz
1971 “Yruppen. Sic erstidien mit
Waflengewalt den Widerstand in der
dstlichien Region, die von der Bour-
geoisic Westpakistans als” innere
Kolonie betrachtet vAd ausgebeutct
wird (siche auch ,.Dic aktuclle NBI-

- ‘Karte — Zum Koaflikt in Pakistan®,

Heft 22/71). o
Um den Verfolgungen und Repres-
salicn der Armee zu entgehen, crgofll
sich .cin Strom  ostpakistanischer
Flochtlinge Ober die Grenze no

Indien — vor allem in den .Unioas-
stast Wesibengalen., Noch  immer
fiichten. thglih ctwa 300600 Men-
schen. Inzwischen wuchs thre Zahl
anf insgesamt fast zehn Millionen
Menschen an, die meist in piimitiven
Lagern kampieren. hre Versorgung

Approved For Releasq_2001IO3IO4

fen und Munition nach Pakistan und

heizen damit die Spannung in dic-
sem Gebiet weiter an. '
Avf der UNO-Vollyersammlung hat
Avfcnminister Gromyko die Hal-

tung der Sowjetuniont, deren Frie- .

densverhandlungen schon 1585 den

pakistanisch-indischen Krieg beende-.

ten, dargelegt: ,Wir sind davon
dberzeugt, daB our avf dem Wege
einer politischen Regelung der in
Ostpakistan  entstandenen  Fragen
auch cine Entspannung iz diesem
Gebiet erreicht werden kann... Die
Fliichtlinge missen nach Ostpakistan

zutlickgebracht  werden; aber das..

witd nur dann mdglich cein, wenn
dort ihre Sicherheit gewdhrleistet
ist.* Andrej Gromyko gab der Hoff-
nusg Ausdruck, dafl ,Seclbstbeherr-
schung vwnd Vernunft- die Oberhand
behalten werdea®., ’

Jan Vilten 4

7 R
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or at l¢ast they sa
the

“only a lot of c‘,u es

how is it that her
‘thousands of miies over

<‘cannot possivly fizure

' world,

or knowledoe witl heln e v
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series of articles with Pernard
Gavzer abowt the hereln tralfic in!

avy avoui the perem traiiic 1n:
.Soub Fast Asin and j

heroin gets to US ro0ps in Yiet-
nam. UR interviewed him shortly
ftcr his 1 tArn to hcw Yo:l\, and

.

w-\'cr)om' is against the usc of heroin
‘)’U}C) 2r¢. Sut beyong

basic idea t'rlat people take heroin
because their lile is 4 bJ:,mc.,fhcz'c are
and counter-
: ges about v'.xo is letting/help-
lnc/) 1shing/or profi' ng from. the
heroin trace. '
We think that the heroin t
typical issue of our time. For exe
oin can

ha

ua

O

stacles to poison m i}"

focd to starving people?
We hope to

1 .

.or imcrvwws,ao vt herein presenting 2

arietv A8 vira .
Vau ty of viws and evidencs. YWe have
2 i

tarted with South Zast Asia becan
is the largest scurce of opium in th
and also becavsn 1

usage oy Az*:c:i A1 SO i
as ied to increased
issue be
confi(icn’xci government
tha twcpqrt Uy reprint here

do nol imag 3
thxs ﬁjpfi}:g‘ & d;FCQ»rLRg

onc wiho has information,
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Wide World Photos

ng opium, '1r.
. ia? ; d sveloped cul-
Ar:‘.eti: s‘rc CIA has indeed teon in- ((re based on si lw— arnaments and
volved, as has the US Government, {07 home-ninde weapons, The CIA and t,w
years in the Cr'.%; L‘usi.ncss, but.it's ¢s- Amgcgican Government conside
scutt i 5038 $2 them important because they wer

Tl 1
last Asia wasscen as great 1\' tx.rcat-‘

st Crul

[¢]
i)
87
.
(=)
-

y Commu
cat fearthat cvol mlonar/ war by
ole’s armics would sweep across
outh East Asia, to Vietnam, Thalland,
'.gid all t! rest. So the Ameri-
i cre — the CIA, the

d the © m‘mqsy

OreWwWes

N
[¢'Ban |
o

alx
V.lhz ry,
— figured

wou[d bc z.cccpt U if it was in orderto

resist that great a threat. gvcmuz%l!\,‘ of
ourse. it led ton commitment of hall a

million Amecrican troops in Vietnarn.
But even before Vietnam, any act to
prevent the Communists from ‘taking
over the area was considered accepi-
able, and this included the diug busi-
ness, MHere's an cxrmplc of how it
worked. '

JIn Laos youh
They came down from ccntr-ﬂ

ave this tnb the Mco.
hina

noMmac
wove in family gr

ana tacy are squaticrs.
ups and live above

Toveradl 939 4l a sam A1 0yt v

‘mt any epw. oach

between China and there
“ast Asia. So it was in ‘hc in

ent 10 win

another

buffer
South E
est of the Americin Governm
their :.}‘xcr"'m-:c They were just s
arm ofthc A mer ican war ¢ffor t

However, i t.e c:nl 60’s th Com-
munists s:ar ed pressing into Laos. Up
1o that m‘.c these pgook n..d been
<'rown.D opivm and other 11 tle crops,
but opium was their only casi crop.
The evcra“umnmy could 1‘,\c 540 or
$30 2 ycar from it, and th(.t would be
enough to buy some silver ornaments
and to pay for t‘“n pigs for the harvest
celebrations. S :

As the Comminists started cow
through they started to cut the old trat ils
{bat these people had been using to un-
road their opium. The Meo were
stranded in the mountains and the CIA y
{figured that the least they cowd do was
o help them in hulVCStlno and distrib-.
uting their crop. So, on the nume rous
American airfields you had a liason

F

304 > CIAIRDIP862016¢1R000900090001-6
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\/ The work is being done by Alr Amierica,

EPOST @C( \,/) 5 ]33@ B
N 252,198 !
S. - 344,155 {

'.( e

G rline

. By CHUCK GREI&‘\T

- Denver Post Stall Writer -

A httle known airline, believed con-
'tlolle by the U.S. Central Intelligence
-Agency and paid {o fly secrel missions in
- Southeast Asia, has tried to recruit pilots
“and mcchamcs in the Rocky Mountain
_Empire, The Denver Post has learned.

:* Response to the recruitment cffmts‘

“eouldn’t be determined.

~Inc., probably the woxld s most sccretuc
'aulme :

Accor dmg to thc Pentagon papms the
company is run by the CJ#, but it has a
~fleet of aircraft almost the sue of Pan

- America World Airways,

Air Amcrica pllots flew 7128 flghtcr
‘bombers on raids in Laos in 1664 before

.. +the American public knew of U.S. military

'jar

.involverment there, the' Pentagon docu-

monts show.

i
“ Air America flyers also have p]ayed kcy

‘roles in search and rescue missions
-beyond the borders of South Vietnam.
< Dean Rusk, sccretary of slate ‘in "the
Kemedy and Johnson administrations,
once cabled the U.S. Embassy in Vien-
tiane, Laos, thal “Air America pllots can
play crmcally lmportant” 1oks in thc
missions. : e

- Some Laohon ;

~In the same "cable, Rusk granted
“dlscwtlonaly authority’ to use Air'
America pilots in 728s for SAR (search

and rescue) opezatxons when you COnSldeI’ )

thls indispensable.”

“The published version of the Pentagon
Jpapers tells of Air America’s involvemenf
in the early stages of the air war in Laos:

e second majot segment of the Ad-

‘ministration’s covert war against North
Vietnam'_consisted of air operatxons in
‘Laos. A force of propeller-driven 98
'fightcr bombers, varying from aboul 25 to
40 aircraft, had becn organized there. The
v plaries bole Laotian Air Force markings,
“but only some belonged to that air force.

“The rest were 'manned by pilots of Air .
‘America (a pseudo- prlvate airline run by
‘the CIA) and by Thai piléts under the
’con’tlol of Ambassador Leonard Unger. v

- The parenthetical description is a part
‘of the Pentagon papers pubhched version.
“Unger’ was chief U.S. dlplomat in Laos at
’the tirme. >

- These brief ghmpses mto Alr Amerlca s
purpose ‘are in sharp contrast lg_its 5 er-

- DENVER, A‘}Qie%ved For]ReIease 2001/03/04 : CI%RDF@QHPRGN

“The rompany, belle\ed to opelate a
ﬂeet of about 175 planes, was formed

in
1953 as a wholly owned subsidiary of Pa\/

cific Coxp a De]a\xaxe cmporatlon

American Pilats

i, Air America's mccuhve offices are m'

Washinglon, D.C., and. it survives primari-

ly on overseas US govemmcnt contzact

work

One of Air Amezlcas propeztlts An'f
i Asia Ltd., owns the most sophisticated °

aircraft maintenance facility ip the Fax
Fast on Taiwan,

“Air America spokesmen have said they
employ .about 400 pilats, mosL of them
American.

Air America advertlsmg accounts in
Denver date back at least to 1965, al-
though most of the ads don’t even mention
the company itself. Respondents are sup-

pposcd to correspond ‘to a Washmgton,
D.C., post office box.

’lyplccll of the ads bought by Air Amel
ica was this. elassmed m The Denver Post

last fall:
HELICOPTER PILOTS

- Overseas openings for Helicopler Pilots with H- 2 or
H-53 Pilot in Command Expcrience. Applicants must
have 1,560 hours Helicoptar P:lo? Time with 1,000 hours
Pilct in Command Time and Instrument Rating in Heli-
copters. Send letter and resume to P.O. Box 19250, Wash.
ington, D.C. 36036, Equal Oppartunity Employer.

Both the H34 and H53 choppers are used

”by the military. The Navy uses the S5¢

helicopter, and the modified version of
that, the H34, is an Army transport craft,

" Neither “mmiachine has been mdely used
commercially,

Air America spokesmcn haxe said the
company employs about 8,500 persons,
and has at times had up to 11,000 on Jts
payroll :

Ads in Denver duxmg the last 18 months
have offered jobs for airplane pilots,
‘mechanies, supervisors,” electronic - tech-
nicians. teachers and quahlv conhol per—
sonnel,

The company did about $58 mllhon
.worth of business last yedr, with a]most
$3 million in profit before taxes.

The Pentagon papers came front "a

tho Umtcd States became mvolved in. the
Vietnam war. - -

The top seciet documents werc exposed’
.+ by the New York Times in 2 series "of ar-
Ctieles in June and since have been
- published in paperback form.

‘ficial characterApproved For. | el%gaecgﬂpkggs? 14["@?!30«-5[@3?80 01601R000900090001 -6
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/ “CIA Or The Wings Of Mm?
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It would not bother us too much if
now and then Washington fooled “them

 countries in Europe,” to coin Will Rog-

ers’ phrase. But we are still Boy Scouts
enough to have a little resentment when-

. ever Washington fools ‘“them people in

“past couple .of decades.

America.”

We sce a good bit of that in the lat-
est disclosures of CIA activities over the
In the
world most immediately at hand, covert

~ intelligence operations are probably a ne-

cessity for the world’s most powerful

- country. But was it necessary to conceal

© spiracy-minded, we would think. It is, we-

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6

from the voting public even the fact that
we were massively engaged in covert
wars, overthrows and foreign-policymak-
ing through the CIA?

The people of other countrics
seemed to know about it beifer than the
people of our own. There was a time

-when we would routinely dismiss some of

the accusations. Aren’t those people con-

would muse, ridiculous for anyone to
think that we would be incessantly en-
gaged in interfering with the internal af-
fairs of other countries; we just don’t
have the time or inclination. A little brib-
ing here or there, perhaps, if the legisla-
tors are cheap; but not assassinations,
subsidized revolts or massive military op-

lie.

messy -

erations unknown to the American pub-

\{/A\ - / (’//4 S /)/e /)‘I‘ZIL’A
L“ S

S S PR

More recently we have gotien smart-
er. When we heard names such as “Air
America” and “Air Asia limited” we
would put on our worldly smile and
think: Actually, that's probably one of

~those little CIA fronts. We know about
that. We've read “Terry and the Pirates.”

Well, as our man James McCartney
reports from Washingten, it turns out
that.the CIA’s Air America, which oper-
ates in Southeast Asia, has been a rather
good-sized front. It has some 18,000 em-

ployes and as many planes as Pan Ameu

can. It is higger than Dclta.

If we are going to run one of the
world’s major airlines in Southeast Asia,
it ought to be properly advertised. We as-
sume the CIA would not object to a slo-
gan like “Leave the Flying to Us.”

~

J
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. By JALY LS TiclARTNEY -
Heraid Washington Bureay .
WASHINGTON' ~“The
Cl.;, n supersecrecy, is run-
ning an eivline in Southeast
Asiz “wilh as many planes
as Pan American and
about as many cmployts as
the CIA itself some
18,600, -
“Although  virtua Hy
known “to- the U S
which pays the b‘ s,
in numbers of plancs
the half-dozen larg
air carriers. ,
~The alriine is’ called "Air
America Inc, and it probably
s the world’s most secretive,

~

un=-
ublic,
¢ ranks
mwn"
aest ULS.

idine. - ;o ;
ainmE © gtructure of secref, and semi-

‘lts pilots — . o-C.ij
“civilia;ﬂ” — hE\ rr:«.rn}cc*
T23 fighte rmbers on rdids
in Laos, 1ccozding
Pentagon papers

THEY Ol”i;r ﬂy ha/ ard-
ous missions in Laos, carry-
ing troops into battle — and
the wounded out.

Thw play the role’ of @

to the.

Ppart-time air force to mdny '

Yirregular™ of gucrrilla fight-
ers ‘for a sccret, CIA-spoti-
sorcd guerrille armiy in Laos.

Says a former CLA of ncxul‘
“Without Air America the:
could never have been a Lao—
tian wear.” ’

Alr Amcrica also carrics
- freight, owns -and  operates

Asm.\. largest aireraft r’mmto-‘

&t
ance facility, carrics passe

g_qs evacuates xcmgebs
drops rice {o the starving —
and ccmfvily hlc’cs its activi-
ties.

Air
‘invesligator.

~vert s.dc. .

18 ott.
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. TORY of Alr Amer
ca, in f“ct is one of the mout

“THE S

intriguing of the U.S. in-
volvement in Southeast Asia,

shrouded in Oriental mys-
tery. ’ i

Its mysmms “however,
have now atiracted the atten-
tion and concern of cone
gressional investigators.

" For the first time tihey

v

have become fascinated with
Air America — as well as
with other CIA-related air-
lines that Jong have p"ov‘aed_
“cover” for clandestine U.s.
activitics., \
Air America-simply is the
Jargest ‘of a highly complex

CiA-related corpora-
with interests in

secret,
tions
power. .
“Nobody on Capitol Hill
secems to know exactly "what
America docs,” says one

C%But I can guarantce you
that we're rying to find
out.” - "

THE CORPORATION has

every outward sign-of com-~
—a Wall

plete legitimacy

treet . board of  directors,

thickly carpeted offices in-

Washington, neqt]y markec.
and mamt"xmcd aircraft
the Fax East often doing yeo-

man service for tne U.s. 'gov-

ernment. -

Many of ‘the SCIVICC.S of.'
Alr America‘arc completely’
‘open in' Laos, Vietnam,  Thai- -
Kong :

land, Taiwan, Ho*w
aﬂdJamm ’

“Buf then- tr\cro xs the co-

air

~Qays Victor Marchetti, a ./
former special assistant to.
the CIA’s chief of plans, who;
qmt in “msemnantmcnt and’
is now ceoperating with con—;

“gressional com umiltees:
- “The CIA
-America. We own
sour bidding.
" “The top man of Air Amer-
]C(\. the man who built it,
Gborvc Doole JI 5 WS 2 CI \
man T

MAI\CHE'I'II recalls: sce-

mg an internal CIO memo

in which the officer in charge

of Air America’s budget cem-
plained that the m 1ine had
become “so huge.

“The 1mewo complained
thal Air America had more
employes than the CIA -
and the CIA had
Marchetti says. .

Marchetti recalls that at
one_time the CIA made a
movie about its activities in

.created - Alr
od it It did'

IS,OQO,';/

“erations”

“A force of propeller-driv-
T28  fighter-bombers,
ing from about 25 to 40
aircraft, had been or ganized
there (in Laos).
“The planes bore Laotian

Alr Force markings, but only
~sonie belonged to that air
-force. The rest were manned
by pilots of Air America (a
pseudo- pnmtu aivline run by

tne CIA) “and by Thai pi-
Jots ., L )
'ﬂ-iE PAPERS also include

the text of a cablegram from
then Secretary of State Dean
Ruslk to the U.S. Embassy in
Vientiane, granting “discre-
tionary authority” to use Air
America pilots in 123 fighter,
bombers for search and res-
cue flights.

Rusk mentioned “T28 op-
as “vital both for
their military and paychologi-

al effects in Lacs” -— but

Laos — hopirig to get public did not discuss the full scope

credit for its long- muet ac-
{ivities,

“The big star of the movie
v7as Air America,” he says.

“It carried the supplics and
weapons into battle, support-
ed the guerrilla army of Mco
ribesman, and evacuated tha
wounded.” The mavie was
never shown publicly.

THE PENTAGON .papers

also furnished a flash of in-
sight into Alr Amam
tivities.

In talking about the oMm-
ning phases of the escalation
of the agrial war in Laos, the
published" version of tm, pa-
pcr says: .

ac-. Committee

of Alr America’s role.
The Pentagon papers make

“clear that Air America pilots

wete | lying heavily armed
combat missions as long ago
as 1564, e .
OFFICIALLY, Air America
activities are supposed to be
limited to cairying cargo and

men on governiment con-
tracts.
. Senale TForeign Relations

investigators in
Laos in recent months have
been puzzied by the fact that
128 fighter,  bombers at
major airbases haye been un-

marked except for scrial
nurabers on thou tall
Gontxued
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By JAMES I

‘missions -in

“Wuhout Air

‘gers,

Of Our W ashmgton Burcoyg
WAS}H\G'.[O\I —- The CIA
in super secrecy, is mmnurr
an ajrline in Southcast Asm
with as meany plancs as Pd‘l
American - and about as:

I many employes | as thc CIA

“itself - some 18,0007 E
. Though vmual]y unknown
tothe U.S. public, which pays
the bills, it ranks in numbeors
_of -planes among the
- dozen largest U.S. air carri-

half-

¢rs.
The aivlive is Cal (’d Alr

-America, Tnc., and it is prob-

ably the world’s most secic-

“five alrvline,

Its pilots supposc—:cdy
“civilians” «- have manned
T-28 fighter bombers on raids

-in L&o:, according to the })“ n-

tagon Papers.

They often fly
Laos
troops into battle
wouirded out.

They pley -the role of a
pmtmne an force to mary

“Irregular” ov guerilla fighers:
for 'a sccret, CIA sponsored
guerilla army in Laos,

Sayq a_former CIA official:

hazardous
carrying
and the

VICJ. OR MARCERTIT
e qmt CIA

America there
could never have been a La-
otian war,” S
JAlr Anierica also  carries
freight, owns and operates
Asia’s largest
nance facility, carrics passen-
evacuales  refugees,

drops rice l oved F

and calcful es 1if activl-

McCARINEY =

aircralt mainte-

. STATOTHR |
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ties, 77 s - N

The story of Air Amel ica is
onc of the most intriguing of
the U, 8. mvo]vcmcnt in
Southeast #sia, shrouded in
Oriental mystery, S

Its  mysteries, howcul,“
have now attracted the atten-
tion and concerit of cowzu;-
sional investizators.

For the first time they have
beeome fascinated with Air
Amgcrica - as well as with -
other ClA-rezated airlines that .
long have provided “cover”
for clanocbmc . 8. activitizs,

Air America is *simply the
largest of a highly complex
structure of sceret, and semi--

seeret, ClA-related corpora-
tions with interests in  ajr .
power, B

“Nobody  on Lapuol Hill
seenms to kinow c\actly what
Air America does,” says one
Investisator, .

“But ¥ can guaranice vou
that we're trying to find out.”

The COlpOldﬁO‘l has cvery
outward sign of complete legi-
,tmmcy —a Wall Strect board .
of dircciors, thickly carpeted,
offices in “Washington, neatly
marked and maintained air-
craft in the Far East often’
doing yeoman service for thu
U. 8. goverpiment,

Many of the services of An

America arc completely opeit

in’ Laos, Victnam, Thailand,
Taiwan, - Hong ‘l(onfr tnd
Japan.

But then thmc 1s the covelt
mdc S

T, S
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Following is an analysis of intelligence operations
-by Lyman B. Kirkpatrick, Jr., former executive direc-

for-compiroller of. the-Central Intelligence Agency:’

The Central Intelligence Agency was created by the Na-
tional Sceurity Act of 1947 as an independent agency in the
exccutive branch of the United States Govermment, report-
ing to the President. Ever since that date it hds been sub-
jected to criticism both at home and abroad: for what it has
allegedly done, as w e” as for what it has failed to do.

Our most cherished freedoms are those of speech and the
press and the right to protest. It is nol only a right, but an
~obligation of cilizenship to be crilical of our institutions, and

no organization can be immune {rom serutiny. It is necessary”

that criticisin be responsible, objective and, constructive,

It should be recognized that as Americans we have an

inherent mistrust of amlhmff scerel: The unknown is always
a worry. We distrust the powerful. A secrel organization de-
scribed as powerful musl appear as most d.mgf(*muq of all
* It was my responsibility for my last 12 years with the CIA
—fizst as inspector general, then, as excculive director-
comptroller—to insure that all responsible criticisms of the
CIA were properly and thoroughly examined and, when
required, remedial action taken. I am confident this praclice
has been followed by my sucecessors, not because of any
direet knowledge, but because the present Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence was my respected friend and colleague for
morc than two decades, and this is how he operates. - -
It is with this as background that T comment on thé cur-

‘rent allegations, none of which are original with this critic hut

“any of which should be of concern to any American citizen.

'CIA and the Intelligence System Is Too Big

This raises the questions of how much we are willing to

- pay for national security, and how much is erllnugh.

o . :

First, .what arc the responsibilitics of the CIA. and the
-other intelligence organizations of our Government?

Vuy briclly, the intelligence system ‘is charged with in-

suring that the United SldlCQ learns as far in advance as pos-

sible of any potential -threals {o our national interests.” A

moment’s conlemplation will put in perspective what this ac-

tually amecans. Jt can range all the way from Russian missiles
L

STATOTHR

pointed at North America to threats to U. S, ships or bases,
to expropifation of American propertics, to dangers o any
one of our allies whom we are pledged by trealy to protect.
It is the interface of world competition belween superior
powers. Few are those'who have served in the intelligence
system who have not wished that there could be some limita-
tion of responsibilities”or some lessening of encyclopedic re-
quirements about the world. It is also safe to suggest that eur
senior policy makers undoubtedly wish that their span of
required nformation could be less and fhat not every dis-
turbance in every part of the world eame into their purview.

-{Note: This should fot be interpreted as meaning that the

U. S. means to intervenc. It does. mean that when there is a -

€

: Lyman B. Kirkpatrick, Jr.,
i i now professor of political

S science at Brown University,
P AL joined the Central Intelli-
N ] gence Agency in 1947 and

Py o

k) o , {or, inspector'general and ex-
i _ {4 ccutive director-comptroller
“ : ) before leaving in 1965. He

intelligence and espicnage.
Among other honors, he holds
the President's Award for
Distinguished Federal Civil-
fan Service and the Distin-
guishod Intelligence Medal.

e o s At i b ol €2 A A R B L

Mr. Kirkpatrick

- boundary dispute or major disagreecmoent belween other na-

tions, the U.S. is expecied to exert its leadership to help
solve the dispute. It does mean that we will resist subversion

advanced to assistant cirec-’

has written extensively on”

against small, new nations. Thus the demand by U. S. policy-

makers that U)ey be kept informed.)

What this- means for our intclligence system is world-
wide caver age.

“To my- pmsonﬂ knowledge, there has not l)ccn an Admin-

istration in Washington that Tas not been aclively concerned’

with the size and cost of the intelligence systern. All Admin-
istrations have kept the intelligence agencies under tight con-

Appi'oved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6
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Is the CIA starting to spy on Americans at home~turning talents and mo
tis one of several key questions raise"
wide rangihg criticism. A direct response starts on page 81.

against students, blacks, others? Tha
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The following was written by Edward K. Delong of
United Press Inférnational, based on an interviev with
a Central Intelligence Agency official who has re-
signed. The dispatch was distributed by UPI for pub-
hccmon oh October 3. )

-

Victor Marchetti embarked 16 years ago on a career thal
was all any aspiring young spy could ask., But two years ago,
after reaching the highest levels of the Central Intelligence

. Agency, he became. disenchanted with what he pereeived to.

be amorality, overwhelming military influcoce, waste and
duplicily in"the spy business. He quit. .
- Fearing today that the CIA may already have begun “go-
ing agahst the encny within” the United States as they
may conceive jt—that is, dissident student groups and civil-
rights.organizalions— Marchetti has lzunched a campaign for
mhore - presidential and congressional control over the entive
U. S intelligence community.

“I think we need to do this bocausc we're getling into
an awflully dangerous era when we have all this talent
(Tor clandestine opemlions) in the CIA--and more being de-
velopcd in the military, which s getling into rlaudestmc
“ops” (operations)—and there just aren’t that many’ places
any more lo dlsphy that talent,” Marchetti says.

“The cold war is fading. So is the war in Southecast Asia,
except for Laos. At the ‘sawic time, we're gelting a lot of
domestic problems. And there ave people in the CIA who—
if they aren’t right now actually already running domestic
operations against student groups, black movements and the
]il\e —are cerlainly considering it.

“This is going to get to be very. tempting,” Marchetti
said in a recent. interview al his comfortable home in Oak-

" ton, [Va.], a Washington suburb where many ‘CIA men live.

“Therell be a great temptation for these people to sug-
_gest operations and for a President to approve them or to
kind of Jook the other way. You have thie danger of intelli-
gence twming against the nation itself, going against the ‘the
enemy within

Marchelti speaks of the CIA from an insider’s point of
“view. At Pu:mylvdma State University he deliberately pre-
pared ]n'xmdf p}r é‘qCbeRe*}efﬁ%’eQ%‘Tlé%fM

Ssian's

“with a degree in dics and history,

.

s A

Through a professor secretly on the CIA payroll as & talent
scoul, Marchetti netted the prize all would-be spies dream
of—an immediale job effer from the CIA. The offer came
during a seerct meeting 4u a hotel rocom, set up by a stranger
who iclcphoncd and identified himsclf only as “a friend of
your brother.”

Marchetti spent one year as a CJTA agent in the field and
10 more as an analyst of intelligence relating to the Soviet
Union, rising through the ranks uatil he was helping pre-
pare the national intelligence estimates fox the White Housc.
During tlm period, Mar-
chetti says, “I was a hawk.

1 belioved in - what we.
were doing.”

Then he was promoted
to. the exccutive stafl of
the CIA, moving to an of-
fice on thc top floor of the
Ageney’s  headquarters
across the Polomac River /
from Washington.

For threce years he
worked as special assistant
to the CIA chief of plans,

“programs and budgeting,
as special assistant to the
CiA’s exccutive director,
and as executive assistant
to the Agency’s depuly
director, V. Adm. Rufus
L. Taylor.

“This put mc in a very

‘Mr. Warchelti

rare position within the Agency and within the intelligence
commmunity in general, in that 1 was in a place where it was:

bcmg all pulled toﬁcLhCJ Marchetli said.

“I could see how mte]hgoncc analysis was donce and how it
fitted into the scheme of clandestine operalions.’ It also gave
me an opportunity to- get a good view of the intelligence
-community, too:
(Defense Intelligence Agency), the national reconnaissance
organization—the whole bit. And I started to sce the politics
within the communily and the politics between the com-
munity and the outside. This change of perspective during
those three years had a prolound effect on me, because 1
began to sce things I didn’t like.”

With many of his lifclong views about the world shaltered,:

Marchetti decided to abandon his chosen carcer. One of the

iAt]

ic hax clms why hic was Icaving

continued

the Nahon'ﬂ Seewrity Agency, the DIA

Psmgmo‘m@meew%ﬁm 1§ Director,
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Syegularly pmchascd large

“quartities of ophun in Laos |,

‘with funds provided by the

¢y
- His testimony came dur-
Uing the {inal day of “Win-
{er  Soldier Investigation
‘11, sponsored by Vielngm
“Veterans Against the War
(VVAW) at Boston’s Fan-
eml ITall.

" Former Sgt. Paul With-
ters, 24, a Sp] inglicld native
now living in Cambridge,
10ld 300 persons:
-was in Laos in 1966, one of
.my main functions. was 1o

ibuy opium fromn Mco
'"{ribesmen, using CIA
{funds.” :

‘e said his ordars 10 bm
opium “came down from a
-contact man’ *Irom the CIA

. cand were “ondy  verbal,
never on parer.” Payment

to the Mco lribesmen was

made in “gold and silver,
which ‘came in on an agen-
.y planc ” he adde '

Centm] Intelhpenu: Agen-.

i

Green Berel -
asseried yesterday that he

THE DOSTON
Approved For Release 2001/63/04 :'J@[A-RDF&'DAG’KBUH'RDO

flown into
“ aboard both m]h’uny and
. u\jlhdn aircraft,

The congressmen’s

U port also alleged that both

“the Laotian armny  com-
mandcr, Gen, Ouan Rathi-

* koun, and South Vietnam-

 ese Premier

Tran Thien
Khlem are involved in the
corruption of customs

agents and drug U 'm"lckr_

ing.

Withcxs said lhaf after

: completing basic tra ining

“When T -

at Fort Dix in the fall of
1063, he was sent to Nha
Trang, Souh Vielnam. Al-
though he was “osiensibly”

. stationed theve, he said he

was placed “on loan™ to the
CIA in January 1966 with
orders 1o hclp “frain and
- quip Meo 11'ib(‘§men
“eowiterinsurgency” against
Pathet Leo ngCll’]]"lb

o 6

The fraiinng was “in fact

~the main part of my job” in

Liaos, Withers _asid, bul
“there were never

. than {wo opium pickups a

" week”

during the year he

- served thue

Withers said opium pl(]\— .

ups at a small hase camp in
northern Tavs, which he
and two other Green Be-
‘rets built, were made by
““Afr America” planes. “It
,was Americans who picked
"up the opiwm” in its raw,
unpl ocesscd form, he said.

A 1ep01( in july by- wo
House Foreign  Affairs
Commiltee members, Reps.

‘and Morgan Murphy

Tiobert Steele . (D-Conw.) .

. can
) going to Laes.

~

WJthen sald that afler

_Yeceiving language training

in wvarious Southeast sian
-dialects whilee at Nha
Trang, he was “stripped of
my uniform and all Ameri-

credentials” = before’

CiA
me

.Uw )
even let-

v He said
“wouldn’t

Cwrite my own Jetiers, Thay

(D-111.), alleged that “Air .

“Ammerica”  aiverafl,
‘tracted by the CIA,
been used to
‘opium from northern Laos
into the capital city of
.Vientiane and  that,

Ceon~

: App.roved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000900690001-6

have
transport

once

gave me blank sheets of
paper and iold me to sigu
at the. bottom. Then the
agency typed out letters

< sent to m) pamn(s and my

. Vietnam, .

gnlfl jend,.

Discharged last
ber afler post-Laos scrviee
in Cambodia and South
Withers .. .was’

are ,
Soulh Vietnam’

awarded’

TO-

in’

fewer .

Decem-

!

..“In this sense,

0‘).1

nine Purple
Hearts, the Distinguished
Service Cross and Silver
and B1 onze Stars. '

Ho said he spone about
his involvement in opium

trafficking lo Sens. Mike
Gravel {D-Alaska) and?
George " MeGovern
(D- SD) and 1b aides of
. Sess.  John St(nn:s
(D-Miss.) and  William -
Fulbright  (D- -Ark.) in

June but was not aware of |
any  subscquent action

“faken by the legislalors,

He said FBI and Army
Criminal Investigation Di-
vision (CID) agents had
visited him “three or four
times, most recently about
a month and a half ago in
Camr.dge,” to question him :
about his allegziinns. e said
hsi mother in Springfile
and his wife,now living in
South Iadley, had also

“been questioned.

Another  participant in
yesterday's VVAW panels,
Charles XKnight of the
Comnnittee of Comemed
Asian SChOlcll s, called’
opivm “ihe lalg,c%t export’
commodily in the Laotian’
economy” and commented:
it is not at’

all strange thal the CIA

“should aid and plowct 1ls

{ransport.” o N

Other tcstlmony includ-,
ed stalements by Indochina’
veterans  who said they!
were former oOr CuIT cnl
heroin addicts. :
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L " PHNOM PENH (UPD): — The
" . " U.S. Central Intelligence Agency

i closed a scerel school for train
ing Cambodian army guerrillas
tin Laos when police arrested a
- high-ranking. Cambodian officer
at  the school on  hercin-
smuggling  charges, military
sources sald, - . 1o
~ The officer was a top aide ofl :
Lb. Col Lon Nen, brother off v
Prime Minister Lon Nol, 1
sources said. -
: . Since his arrest’ in Junc, the, _ .
"~ ailde has been released 'md
dressed in civilian clothes, has
resumed duties in Phnom Trenh
-at Lon Non's super-secret Spe-
cial Cocvdination Comml‘(u L

The Cambodian army, inthe
“meantitue, has established al
new gueirille lreining center in!
soutl\un L"OC, and the CIA is
once again considering provid-
ing American instruciors and
equipment, the officers said.

The Lon Nol aide was arrested
“in’ Pakse, Laos, by local pohco
‘when he atlempled to board a /
Pinom Penh-bound Alr Amenca \
plane with 22 pounds of heroia in
a soapflake. hox, the’ sources
said. :

The heroin w ouk] be worlh al-
most $12,600 on the Vielnam
markef.

~American officials  were in-
formed, and concluded afier iu-
vestigation that the heroint was
“pound for U.S. troops in ‘louth
Vielnan /
~The secret CIA camn al I\c'
korn Sin in scuthern I.qos |UD- .
sequently ouLuq cut all Cam: . ' )
-bodian officers and trainces
from Lon I\ous 15th Infantry
igade, thc offlcexs reported.
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B/\‘G GR — '*‘h\, manager of Thai Airy vays hes conmhu‘.cd to
ith\, U.5. Imbassy here that Air Amevica, the Cenlral Imr‘hgence J
: Abmcy 5 owied “,.’1 operated air line, has h n picking up passeagers
finside Thailand and u‘;?L\,Jy ot m,d,mg with the Thai mlmn
© Prasocug Suchiva, manager of Thai Alrways, said his line had the
- sole right’ io pick up domestic pess ‘s i Thailand, Alr America is
usad mz-ml; for trccr"o"t of var materiel and perscnnel for the U.S.
warof aggression In Indocaina. T R B
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“Pm ehairman  of
Dboard,”

Moo, “d and ifit's a

anything out of it at all.”

< “There’s ne sound

basis |
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‘Column;&st’b cha“*

Trans-

S
the !
chuckles T, C. (Doc) |
CIA oper-
ation T sure haven't gotien

for those wpox ts at all,” says '’

Villiams, presi-

dent of the supplementz! ajr- |
line based. at the northwest

\orner of Miani Internation-
1l Airport.

COLUNNIST Jack Ander-
ton quoted a former CIA of-
Aicial, Viclor Marchetti, as
identifying SAT as
jary of the Cenlral Intelli-
gence Agency.

fL“The sole exisience of

%C.Al ” according to Marchet--
tl “m that the CI
contingency

dor  the that
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< somcddy it wxll have 1o [mv'

*men and material to some
'Latm American  country to
,.wafm a c]andc)tme war.”
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be ready "}

. mmnd loads that
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~ Moor and Williams. two of

four stockinolders in the pri-
‘vately hald corporation that
Moor founded in 1947, char-
acterize SAT as a certified
supplemental  airline  that
“deals in both commercial and
.military charters.

) .BUT,' IOOR acknowledg-

, “I'don’L doubt that we've -

ay be
( IA. A cargo agent crillc with
ﬁ load for us (o pldx up and
\ve carry it.

2oewe don't know who is
,’shipping what to whom.”

s Because of the. capacity of

ii}s Lockhecd Hercules  alr

freighters,

Tarry outsized cargo any-
where in the world, The aiv-

fine also is certilied to haul
Jeouhn cargo from any point

SAT is certified 1o

fu the United States to desti-

nations in-the Pacilic. or the

Caribbean, SAT's = original
‘market ful flights oul of
Miami. o o

» .
i< TS CARGOS may be as
*harmless as furniture or as
Yolatile as dynainite.

Y2 SAT conducts a divided

soperation, with three Hercu-

Jles and two DCGs based in
‘Miami and two DBoeing jots
(,paatm» on contract 1o the
\‘[1 litary Airlift Command out
9[ Taiwan.

w “With our Pacific opera-
fions and military flights out

Whoever SAT's clients are
its business cnjoyed an upf
turn in'1970, records show.

« The airline twned a mod-
ost net profit of $50,820 on
$10.79 million in revenucs,
‘against a $2,470 loss the year
bcfme on §11.64 million n

listed at §9.7 nn]h(_m
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of Patrick Air Force Base, I’'d

Say that 60 por coenl of our
awork s military and 40 per
ccnt commercial,” Moor said.

‘“ IIE DENIES

“absolulely”.

‘past reports that onc stock- °

holder in SAT is the Pacific.”

Lorp.,, a Delaware holding
company that has been iden-
tified as the parent firm of

Alr America, whose shadowy

have

operations in Vielnam
”Air

carned it the name
Spoo!\ ”

3 According (o \’[oor %AT is
tontrolled totallv hy himself,

-.-\~_'_-_

Williams, and two other pri- -

vate investors, Percy Brund-
age and Perkins MceGuire.
1} Williaras worries that
mors of
tlwling
Company
ness.

could affect

: “THAT COULD hurt us,”

siid.
applying for landing permits
at airports all over

-
cloak-and-dagger «
the .
mtemdtlongd busi- !

“We're frequently k

the -

“revenues. Tts tolal asscts are’
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It’s hard for a Russian spy to make an-

~ honest living any time, and it’s even
harder, now. that the: London intelli-
_gence m;uhct has -suddenly: become
~"lesg rewarding. With 105 of. the 550
Rusqidr' ilcm]s pr cwou;ly ass 1<fnk,d
" to Britain now banned from the coun-
lly, and with the forther restriction
that prohibits even their 1epl icement,
- the message 1o Moscow is ClCaI Quit
scndmgf sp@s

Sir Alec Douglas-Home, Britain’s for-

cign secretary, put it more,clegantly.
In an Aug. 4 lctter to Soviet Yoreign
Minister Gromyko, he wrote, after
Aisting specific examples, “T do net
accept your contention that, in the i-
ierest of Anglo-Soviet relations, Haor
Majesty’s Cox'pznzncut should abani”
from taking measures to prevent, limit
or inhibit the cspionage conducted by
Sovict officials and other Sovict citi-
zens in this country on such an cxion

‘sive .scale. :

Britain’s acLion should not be mis-
construed as pulting an end to the
spy business, even in London. Amer-
ican intelligence experts say ihat half
or more of the officials in most So-
viet embassies, trade - missions and
other dclegations are involved in es-

‘pionage. It that assumption is correct,
then cven after the crackdown last
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~week, 100 or so Russian agents will |

remain 111 Bl lt"llﬂ
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“But {ne Bllt:sh movc is lu,ely to h WE

of covert intelligence me

“an effect in many parts of the world.

Russizn ac wmos 111 men cught to/‘

The mumber of Soviet officials in-
volved should malke pen. - in nearly
all capitals think fwice & ° o the pur-
poses that visiting ussiziis might be
pursuing. S '

Unfortunately the same people might

aleo he provoked info second thoughts
about Awmericans. Some will recall |
that the Cl/4.has been running an air-
line and directing a war in Lao" and .
cavrying oul other coperstions from
tire cover of aid missions. They might
wender to what extent they are the
eficiaries - Or objects - of the ™
eztiraated total of §5 billien spent an~
naliy by the United States nits (also
estitnated) 200,000-person intellizence

- activities,

LI . . Lo e
Unfortunately, too, the very definition !
ans that such -
oubts can’t ha overcoms, The moqt
one can hope is that people of other
countries will have greater confidence”
in. American 'integmv than in that of
the Soviet Union. .The ‘exposure of

help,
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