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' PROBLEMS OF PHIWOZOPHY IV 9, 1973

(Translated frum the Ruosisn by Marie dihmjlovivusie
, and Christuphar Bixd)

Parapsychology: Fiction or Reamlity?

Y. P. Zinchenko, Hemnber of the Academy of
Pedergogical Selaences oif U 8.8.8,5 &, H. laontiovw,
Correpponding Memnbsr of the Academy of Fedagoglceal
S8cioncos; B, F, Lonov, Momber of the Acadeany of
Podegugienl Scionnes, and A, R. Luria,

The question put forwmrad in the title cf thip article

bas been dimcuszsed fur decados in world gclentific aud popuelar
iitarature. Long perivds of cala have altﬁrnated with pericds
¢f ogitation with respact tu disclosures on this or thed pars-
rormal phencmencn, The suthors of the prement article do not
regard thonselves a8 ppecialists in the field of parapmychoiogy.

However, the incroage in the numbar.oz articles {(mustly in
.‘pgpulmr sciontific publications) buth in our country and abroad,
un parapsychological ¢bmervations as wall as resoarch coudu&t&d
on person® having parasnormal abiliﬁinﬂ, bave forgcod us to
8ddress curselves to this iroue. Ons muft smtrese that the over-
- whkeluing majority of articles on this topic are suthored by
Journéliuta and ¢nly in cextain instances sre articles by
profezsaional scientiots, such as paychologizuts and physidiogiutw.
publisbad., Though the Journalis¢ie publications often have
: publicit§ value, they do not core up to ths gerereslly ncceptad
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rigorcus standards of sciontific ressarch., Novertheless, they

are often sympathotically receivsed by ecientists of varicus

discipline®, not o mpeak of their favorsblas recoptiun by the
general public,

In this respact, the resulis of polls conducted &n 12872
n;d made public in January, 1873, by tho editorial board of

the British journal, MNew Scieatist, are significant. In all,

72,000 guontionpalires were sont cut, i tke 1,500 sclentists

whe }espondaq, about 70 par cent wore o the opinion that para-

"purual phesnowena aro sithar firmly eztabliched (25 per cant) cr

entirely prohable {42 par cont).

Ve have av similar dats indicating the attitude of Boviot
aciontinta tumard thie topic, but many irresponsibdlo publics-
ticus hevo traated parapsycaclogy ip our country is n wey which

deeply cuncerns us, For thim reason, we boliove that tho tiwve

i ripe to expross the viswpoiant of thes U.3.83.R, Boclety of

Poychologists toward parapsycbology, tho status of which wvas

dizcusssd nt one 0f the wevtings of the Bociaty'é Preaidius,

Tho ¥ield ¢ Parﬁpmycholoqicnl Romaarch

In the Encyclopodis of Philosophy, parapayckology is

dé!inﬁd s a3 fiold of research which basically studies (1)

foren of perception affording a mozre of roceoiving informstion
which canprot Lo ¢xXplainsd by the Laown gonses, and (2) COrTeaponl=-
ipg forze of the impact of an organise ou phynical proncmsna
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occurring outsids the organiam without asgsistapce of muscular
efforts, o.x., by intent, wental influencs, etc,
The majority of contewporary parapsychologiets distinguish

.tho tulloving categories of phepcwena! ”J“ mqagﬁn\

L_fleE“th' Mental comsunication bBetwean a person transe
mitting information and one roceiving inforaation (referred to
a3 the sender and thp rwcipient);] With the help of telepathy,
two pergons exchange inforwmation ;ith no action ¢of the known

sense organg., In essence, telepathy is tha ability to obtain

" dinformeticn from another living boing.

V/C;CIairvoyanco: Perception of certain events, phenowens,

and objects, which providos an individuval kpowvledges without the

participation of the known senss organs,

Praébgpition: The foretelling cf eveonts based on the
recepticn of information from the future which cannot be based
- on the lavs of respon, 7This may boe a particuler type of clair=

. voyance .,

Dowsing: The means by which persons with the bhelp of an

L

antenne or rod (2 bont metallic wire, branch from a tree, etc,)
can allegedly detect the preaspce of underground water, ores,
voids and other target obhjectm. This is often referred to as =

‘v"biophysical effect." .
. e . "'[xe /'{\gsq-\(_': = ()(\ ‘ \(‘r(' “Qu\ VAR aun S Q:.*LCV—~{'\L0 r

0
«/7 Paradiaanoaties. &@dical diagnoaia baged on clairvoysnce

Torom CEr Lol mlig e -
tn’which thore is no- contact witb the pntiant.s'
- '
The abova forms of ceonaitivity are often lumpad togethar
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'under the term "extrasensory perception" or ESP, EHowever,

thore also exinmt a clage of influences on physical phenomenu:
e ‘ \‘Fri
(Puychokinasis Tha«montnl influence of-a—person on
¢ B ;w.\‘\‘e 'I
surrounding objects, for—ingtancs, on«the -normal-electrical

activity of a plant, or on the position in space of variocus
:Ltﬂm.l_.(gencrally light weight objects),
v/[_;;ychéphotugraphy. A spacific case of psychokinasia 1n

P I - € preiEc” et St o (CHCECI((U Die OO)rQD'dC Qﬁ'\u.\$foﬂ-
whkich afperzon staring 1into-the-lens of & camerahimprints_on f’

the—film_ 8 mantal represontation of an object that he imagines

but which is in reality not present,

(Baramedicine A«iield connected with- parapnydﬁ"Ibgy”which

T2 f’g‘b
invelves unexplained methods of {reatmsnzzsuehfﬁs bealing &y ,,,.. h‘i.ﬁ

{et

'J_cf[ LTy v
the - laying on of hands and & foru of mental muggestion in which Tn-*

v
-healing is uttempted without immediaste contact, gsometimes at a
.great distance,
| All thesme phenbmena are mtudied by tﬁe field described
ag "parapsychology," and nometimea termed "psychotronics,"” or
"peychoesnergetics,” Not long ageo, hypnotic phenomena were
unjustifiably regarded ae parapsychological, Today, in the
context of parapsychology, hypnoesis is used as one of the wethods
by'vhich‘paranofmal phoncwena axe allegedly procduced, but is
not considered to be paranormal., Often the abilities of yogia
.nre_;ncorrectly copsidered to be paranormal, Sowetimes even

aetrology is included in the 'dismcipline'" of pafapsychology.

To some obmarvers, thare i a single underlying mysterious
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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"furce” or e@igmntic “principils"” thuﬁ'aarvaﬁ am tho bamis for
uniting and oxplaiﬁing thase phenowmenzn, However, tu consider
such 2 single bawmis as adoquate four e¢xplaining all the phenomons:
in sudh 2 complex fiald of mecientific yesmesrch 18, in principla,

@implistic and incorrect.

Brief Historic Overview and the 8tsatus of Parspsycholoxy Abroad

Since anciont timss, paranormwal sbilities have been
aécribed to shamans, wizards, laosam, yogia, and the like,
However, we will not aurﬁgy thﬁt topic but wili wove to the
gcientific. In Europe, parapsychoulogy, as a2 method of systomxtic
experimental research snd obsarvatiun, cawe imto bsing in 1882
vith the organization, in Loundon, of the Boclety for Paychical
Hosearch, This orgnniiation, whickh i3 still in sxistence, waa
the first parapaycholugical research aocioiy. Since that tiwe,
punerous anglogoun eociqtiau kave Deon organised in eany countries,
wost of which lasted only a shurt period of time, At ths presont
'tinm, there exiat mnhy parapsaychologicel sociagioe; wogt of them
are non-protegsional in nature and enroli only 2 omall womber-
ship., 8cowme of’tha'aociwtiaa are provided with gmall laboratories
by private funds and by the duos collectod from ths orgsnizational
.neaberwhtp. 8cientifically-oriented meubora of the professionsl
socisties are affiliatod with tbe Farspaycholegical Associntion.'
en international organicatioca which hra ito boadquarters in the

United Otntoz. In 1268, the Axerican Assmociotion for the
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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Advanceusnt of Scigonce, which unites variocus kciontitic 7
sccieties in the United States, admtted the Pirapaychclogical
Assccintion t¢ iis membership. _
Parzpsychological research in tha'U.B.A. is carried on

at a limitsd pumbsr of univorsities and ctber scientific re-
search centers., According to unvfficial source®, the American
federal goverument spends betwean one-hnlf and one million
dollare a year on parapaychological research, Soma la2rge firws
alsu'lend finsncial support to the romearch., Uns puch new
organization is tho corporgtion recently croated by Edgsr Mitchell,
the American astronaut who was inveolved iu four sessions of A
#ttempted telepathic commupnication duripng his flight to the wmoon,
(A definitive, credible result was not obteined frum this study.)
The goal of Mitchell's corporatioh in to develop parancreal

human a2bhilities and to carry on resoarch in such sress ss pars-
medicine and psychokipesis., Mitcholl hopes to ma2ke him corporation
self-supporting. Among its consultants are the vell-known
‘space scientist Yerner von Braoun, 28 wvell ss poeveral sclontiota
from fairly respostabls rosearch conteras. An Acadeay of
Parapsychclcgy and Msdicing iz alsmo active in the Unitsd States,
with ita bnadquﬁrtarm in Caliiorniﬂ. _

According to statistics compilad by parayaychologista,-

tharé exigt noxre thap 240 laburatories and societies in 30
countries of tha world. However, this estirate significantly

uverntates tho esicatific work beirg dond in parmpaycholog:.
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 CIA RDP96 00787R000500320001 -3
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Furthermmmoxe, tha majurity vf these organizations pximt in the U.8.A.
Indapendent and, a8 2 rule, small-gcale scientific re-

-eenrchhprojectz vf & parapsychological nature are undertaken

from time to time ip the medical laboratories of the U.8.A. It

is knOWnlthst in these laboratories, coumputer-pssisted research

aimad at satablishing the existénce ct extranensbry percebtion

is beicoyg performed,

Foreign Publications

Results «f parapaychological research are usually pﬁb;v
lished ipn specialized journals in s number'of countries. 1In
 Amcr1ca there are woure than tesm such jcurnals, as well ag five
in ths United Kingduﬁ, aix in Italy, and two in France. Several
vf theme publicatiovns imcourporate parapsychology and astrology.
.There are also publiéatiunn_in many other Eurcpean countries and
. in Japén. l1n addition, sume sclentifiic publishing houseas pub-
'.lish a large numbe: of parapsychulougical wonograpks as wsll am
‘proceedings of parapmychological conferonces and sympogia,
Material oun parngsycholmgy,,eapeciallj of 5 sensational
nature, is given broad exposure in such publicaticvns as Look
and Stern. Guccasionally, such respectable scientific journals
as Science and Nature publish articles about parapaycholoﬁy; Ao
Aa rule, hcwever, scientific journals in the fields of paychélogy, ’
puysiuvivgy, Qnd tbe utber sciences do net publisth articles on

parapaychological reosearch, Hetvaon 1860 and 1870, the wurld'm
. Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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scienti!ic.psychologicnl journals published only 13 experimgntal
parapeychological ianvestigations, Cf that numb@r; positive
results were reported in eight cases, the existence of para-
normal phenuwena in the othexr five being unconfirned.' It isn
interesting that during the same pericd, the world's parapsay-
chological jecurnals published 143 experimental roaearch projects
with pusitive results, and 19 with negative oﬁes'CBillig, 1872) .,
This number deves nout include sur;eyﬂ, critiéal notes, and reo-
ports abuut uncontrolled obaervatious. A largs numbsr of hand-
books and textbocks on how tu conduct pafapsycholagical resaareh‘
have been published as well, the latest, a study guide by R. H,.
Ashby, appearing in 172,

The Internaticnal Union o Paycboicgical Science hag npot
accepted ;Eports on parapsychological research for presentation
at its Ccngresnes, A soule exception was made at the 20th
Internaticnal Congress of Psychology, held in Tokyo im 1872,
when # report by the Awerican parapsychologist 8. Krippner, was
presented,

¥hile discussing publicntioha, one shoui& nbt-oait cértnin
. sttempts at political gain conmected with parapsychology. Ve |
bave in mind primarily a bock by 8, Ustrander and L, Schroeder,

Peychic Discoveries Behind the Irun Curtain. This book was

written ag a result of the authors' visit in 1968 to the U.S.S.R;,
Bulgaria, and Czechoslovakia, The authore (who sre not scientistig)

- cumpesed a low-level work with cheap publicity as 118 wmain goal,

Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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The “parepsychology” in their beok ia used to advertise mnti-
Scvietise and vice-versa., The whule effurt was very suéceastul
commercially and in less than twu years fho buok wtnt'through-.
five printinga. However, the'bock.is written at & very low
professicnal level, abounds in factual arrora,.mnd containg
overtly anti-Soviet statezonts. _Fuxthermoie, it éxaggerntas

.tha “néhievemonts” of Scciet “pa;apaycbolcgiats." Cne often nﬁ@té
with sieilar exagger#tions un Soviet "parapsycholegical achieve-
 ments” in the Western wmedim, especially in parnpsyéhological
publicaticné nad the masgs press, but ugually without suc& openly
lauti-ﬁuviet oiertonés. Fraqﬁently, une oncounters apﬁculatiuna
bou the thome of parspsychoelegy and national defense, puycbolcgicar
warfare, intelligence gathering, ete. All this speculation
probably é;rves as a weans uI‘bbtaiping ilﬁancinl gupport for
parapsychological research. Huwévér, tho general otream cof paru~'
p8ychelogical literature eimply doves not coatnih evidance that

these applicationa of parapaycholigy are frequently wade,

L N B

In the 14208, Professor L, L. Vasiliev, a studént é!
Acndonician.v. 4., Behkterev, conducted resenrcﬁ in leningrad in
the nreas of telepgthy and clairvoyance. DBohkterev origipslly
Joined vasiliev in this work. Similar research was conducted in
the Ukraine by B. B, Esxhinsky; b@th Yagsiliev and Kazhinsky

- @met forth tho romults of their rosszrch ip sclentific wonographs

Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320061-3
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and boucks (2.g., Vamiliev, 1964) ,
In the U.S.S.R. thero im no‘aociety which unites parg-
peycholougists, The proponents of tkiep kind of research have
frcm tiwme to time juined tougether to work within sectiocns of
- uther socleties which have usually been scientific and techni-
cal in character., In 1965, = bicinformmtional section wan
o}ganized within thg Hoscow Divisicn of the Popov Sclentific-
Techuical Society fur Kadio~Enginesring and Electro-Communication,
The basic area investigated by that group has been telepathic
cownunication.
In 1967, san All-Union Secticp for Tacﬁﬁical Paraﬁsycbolugy
| hnd Bivintruscopy was organized within the Central Administ¢ration
of the Bciontific#Technicgl Society vf the Instrumept-Buildinpng
I1ndustry. in 166& and 1871 tvo.séien&ific technicel seminars on
the “bicphysical effect” (e.g., downing) wero held under its
auspliced; in gddition, 2 joint comwmissicn for coordinating work
on the problem of the 'biuphysical effect' waas elected. There
«are other individuals and rmall groupa workins in vaxriovus fenaarch
institutiovne and scilentific organizations who, either during
their working tiwe or their gspare ties, conduct ressarch on para-
paychulougical effectas, |
In Nizheil Tagil and other eities in the Urals, ressarch
on the "derwal-optical effect™ (the so-called "sffect of Roma |
¥eleshzve”) hag boen conductsd for A wwebak of years., “Deraal
vigion” ig often included in the circle of parapsychological

Approved For Release 2002/11/18 Clﬁ' DP96 00787R000§09ﬁ%01§
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into account the rasulfa of numerous vérificafiong and analogous
caseg observed both abroad and, wmore recently, in Moscow, it
would seem that the "dermal vision" phenumenon actvally sxists
and requires careful study., For the time being, however, it is
certainly difficult to make definite conclusions about its

mnechanisnmn,

Publications in the U.5.8.R.

In the U.,S8,5,R,, materials concerning parapsychology are

u;ually published in coullections of abstracts and the.procéedu

ings of different éonferencen and symposia. Thus, in 1972, five
reports on psychokinesgis were published in the proceedings of &
conference ontitled "Bome Questions on the Biodynamics and Biloe
energetics oivthe Organisum in Normal and Pathological Btates;
Biostimulstion by Laser Radiation,” beld at Kazukh 8tate Universiiy,
" Soviet parapsychologists occagionally publigh their results in

“ technical journals (e.g., Radiotechnology) but, for the wost part,

- they appear in popular science magazines with mass circulation
(targetod wmainly ﬁt young people) and-in nowspapers, Usually
{":these artigles present raports about foreign accomplishments,
A gréat nunber of gtories aré written by journalistm.who,
with their characteristic penchant for exsggeration and gSen-
Bationalismr'sometimeﬂ degcribs barely positive regultiso as entireoly

credible, These kind of publications are numercug, It wili

- Buligehrdve PEGHREASE WO MTE P ENORDB S S8LRRBIREY s Jiu Juuth,
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The Young Naturalimﬁ, and Xncwledge 33 P@w@r.' In 1973. Sbcialiﬂt
Industry alzc¢ began to treat parapsychological themes, The
popular media usually do not pay any atteation tc the negative
resgults published by purapsycholbg}cal specialists 1n”acientific
journals,

_ In both Soviet and foreign publications ond may tyﬁicpllyi
find exaggeraticns of the results- obtained, Thus, judgiﬁg by
repurts in the Américan'prasé, long distahce telepathy experi-
smoents were organized in 1966 betwean Moscow and Ncvesibirsk, and
between Muscow and Leningrnd,'whicb achisved pesitive and -

‘reliable reaults. All of this is pure rictiéﬁ. In the U.S8.3.R.,

Komsowol Truth reported that in the telepathy temts betvesn
Eartbh and "Apollo 14," reliable results were cbtained. Edgar
Mitchell, an crganizer and participant in these exPeriéents,
.vrute th&t tha expsrimonts were priwmarily dons for pudblic
-relativns purpcses, that the reeults were equivocal, and wore-
uver, that the number of successa3s was wmuch lower than the thecry
vf probability wuuld predict, The latter conclusicn would havs
deserved wore attenticn weyxe it pot for Mitcholl's statesment
about tho "public relatiuns'" aspoct ¢f the experiwments, Our
Vpréés alsu devoted spociel nattention to Nina Kulagina, who has
becowe a universal ubjéct of telepathic and psychokipetic reg@afch.
In the past decade, nc less than 500 articles treating
various aspects of parapsycholegy were published in the U.B.S.ﬂ;

Heet of th are reports about poorly concaived "experimsnts”
Approveg$or eleasé) 2002_{11/18 : CIA}RDP96y00787R000500320001?;
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which deserve no serious attention., Their authors tock no
aécount of the standards of precision forunulated for there ex-

perirents by the leading parapsychologists themselves,

¥Yho are the Parapsychoclogista?

The najority of parapsychologists are individoala ﬁho-
bave had no traiping ia biclogy or psychology. Among tbem ;ra
a significantly large number ¢f workers in the exsct scionces:
anglneers, uathematicians, and physicists who, a8 2 rule, have
no psychclogical training. In the last decade, these specialists
very often (and.without sufficlent reason) changed their jobs
for pusiiticne in wedical, physiuvlogicrl, or psychologieal
institutigps. A §umber of them desired to plunge inteo rasearch;
ing the no;t uysterious and mest interesting thipzs, As a fule,
these parapsycholegiets are either persons qualified in thelr
own fields but unqualified in psychoelogy, whe happen to have
vbserved soxe "amazing” psychological phonowena, ur they are
perecns whe have beacowme victims of fraudulent charlstans,

Parapsychologists often have an entirely pracfical.

waovtivation, for instance, to digcover through their studles of

 telepathy, n new mesng of cummunication im crdar to be able %o

transmit dimportant infurwation, or through their studios of
paychokipesis, to discover a row form cf emergj in order to trip
thc doicoating switch of an izstruwent frow & vlatance, Strangesly

encugh, scme scientists ofton show thonselves to be childishly
Approved For Release-2002(1 1/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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creduleus and patve. Anoung parapsychologista, vne can find
psychiatrists and doctors of other specialties who in their
practice actuslly do cbserve mnoaaluus_phonomenn which are bgrd
to explain, Furtherwmoure, they appaar to observe these hhonouans
more often thaa their coulleagues, .

‘There alsu exists ® category of rather clever persons who
‘o!tén have nuv sericvus background of ‘apny kind, Theas srs the very
pocple.vhu assume the role of‘propngnndists'and impresarivs for
fhuse who actually puzsees unusual ahilities, Ususlly, they mre
.tbe vnes whe ipsist that parapoychology be recognized ai R dp@cial,
| independsnt science. | R

Thus, among»parapsycholcgints and th@ir adﬁarents_aré both
serious specianlints and charlatans, 1t is necessary to protect
the furmer from persung who #ye scientifically unscrupulcus and'
who uae,specialists for their own purpuses.

The subjects of parapsychological regearch are'uBUally
indiiidualﬁ vho pussess heightened gopsitivity. However, aumstimea
they sre siwply 8ick people who suffer froam diseqsos‘of the nawv ous
system, For instance, pocple who have "derwal vision" way alsc
bave distinctly expresged corebral pathologieas, fitz of hysteria,

During tho firpot docades of parspaycholoegy’s existonco;
rather primitive mstheds of receaxch and procf were used cuch ae

card gueasing, the suggestion of dyeswms or thoughts, etc., But

distrungpltéd FOFRAEINIMIA 148 A RDPER YBTFAR S s sy SoRTeh for nov
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and wore reliable weans of procf,

A streawm of engineers and physicists had a great influences
on regeaxch methodoleogy. Assuming that the human brain cperates
‘like an electrunic apparatus and that it is poussible to apply

to Lt8s study cuncepts taken from courresponding branches of

physics, thoy brought inte parapsychology new methods of research,

This sccuunte for the use of a whole series of the modern
technical wethods, particularly chputer and laser techniqués;
Many workers in parapsychology regard the pafnncrmal
phenumena they are studying as ordinary physical bhenomena based |
cn electrumagnetic radiaticns., They are alsu of the opiniﬁn that
this energy, despite its small quantity, can lend itself to
| calculation apnd weasuroment, The senrch for and the wmeansurewent
of electruﬁégnetic fields continue, These fields are called by
different nawes ("bioplasoa," ‘electrogram," ”biopotentiai," gﬁg.)
and aro éomhined with the different traditionnl mathods of
‘research (for instance, the guessing of one of five Zener andﬁ,
hypnusis at a distznce, moving objects without contact), |
| iIn the framework of parapsychdlogy, fine progress hga.been
wade with ingtruments (including the wost sophisticated devices)
tu appraise the functiounal state of individualse, For instence,
the "Kirlien effect" (phdtography of live tissues expcsed to
high frequéncy curront) was used by parapsychologists be:ora it
was used hy phyaiblogista and peychologiste. Thus, soms

individual research methods dovelioped in parapsycbology souncstines
Approved For Release 2002/1 1/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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turn out to¢ be useful for psychophysiclogy and exparimental
puy;hology, even if they woere not successful in revealing the
nature cof parapsychological phenomena,

Non-ipstrumental methods of parapeycholoegy are 2lso being
perfecfed. Ten years'agu, L. L. Vasiliev wrote about experi-
.mentg with "free material” in which the subject attempts to
find out somethinx about a given object among a great numbér of
possiblevobjects, the given object being unknuwn to him at the
moment uf the experiment. Vasiliev (1864:134-135) wrote:
'The unavcidable shortcbming in such experiments lies in the-
fact that their evaluatiun i3 subjective but 1t is hardly possible
to remove this subjectivity,” Since that time, a method of
analyzing results with the help of ; "jury' was worked cut, .Tbe
"jury" knowav;hat was ‘received," what could have been tranéferred,
and from what was réceived, they rttempted to find out what was
sctually trapnsferred., 1If this ls pussible; then the existence
of é channel of communication between the points of tranﬁmiﬁaion
aqd reception is proven. M, M, Bongard and M., S, Swirnov (1867)
wrcte about this #nd other necesaary or ussful methode in an

article on the requirewents for telepathic experiments,

The Problem of Credulity in Parapsychulogical Research

The history of parapsychology is a histcry of the unnask-
ing ©of fraud in which world-famous Bzcientists such ag Duitrd

Mendeleyov, the American physicist, Robert Wood, n thers
Ap|;roved For Release 2002/11/18 : C|A-RDP96-00787Roob_so(fﬁoﬁ’o1-§
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ceccasicnally participsted, This naturally haz engendered dis-~
trust «f parapsychulcegists as well as irritation on the part
¢f the specinliista themselves, The distrust is increasing be-
cause, all t@u vfren, instances uf cutright mystification and
fraud during demcnstraticns cof parapsychulugicel phenowens are
cbservable. ‘lbe second reascu 19r distrust is the fact thag
paranormal phepodenn cannut be reproduced. Therefcre, they do
not.maat requirewentis for scieutific acceptance. |

The impuseiblility ¢f reprouducing parapsycholugical
phencmnua is explained by poihting to difficulties in zetting up
adequate experiwentrs due primarily.to the peculiarity ¢f the
phenumerna thomselves. BSince they urise during speclal states
gnd conditicns 1o real life, 1t im difficult to recreaté thoewm in
the laboratury. The phenumena descritbed by parnpsychologisti
~.are frustraticgly upetable; they vanish ae goun 88 externsl or
1nfernal conditions bocuns unfavoerable, 8cwe parapaychologistia
g*ate that even when favorable conditicns are present, it is ‘
siill not possible tu preserve for long periodsof tiwe those
states during which parapaychological phenomena cam occur,

" This constitutes the main difficulty ip interpreting
parapsychological phenumena, Parapsycholugicsl literature 1is
full of ezcessively Bensaticnnl degseriptivns, like those sbhout
Ted Serios (the subject of the American psychiztrist, Juls
E&sanbud} who purportodly visunlizsd and then paycbﬁkin@tically
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eiectrouagﬁétic field c¢f crganisme as a biolegical lihk ox
ca;rier of 1nformation; fhe research is beipg conducted en
insects, aniwals, and humans, but wany ¢f the researchers dou not
Vconnect their work to parapsycholugy, at least not cvertly. The
physical basis for these phenomena still remains to be discuvered,
| Many parspsychologists hould that the physical basis for
the phenumena eludes study because sericus sclence etands aloof
from parapsychoulogical research, However, it seems to ua.that

) g}eat deal of the blame shculd be amsumed by the parapsycholo-
gists theuselves for engaging in many #ctivities’which set them

- apart from serious science.,

Scwme Epaults

‘.
I

In the field of parnpsychology, cne must différentiate
between iuagined ”supérnatural" phencmena touted by mystics and
charlatans oun the uvne hand and phencvmana which really exist but
“hzve not yet been satisfactorily explained scientifically, either
psychologicelly or physically, on the oihar. The first require
exposure and demystification, As Ior.the second, it is necessary
to cocntinue their study in psychological, physiolugicél, blo=’
phyaicai,‘m&dical, and other scientific instituticns, However,
the dissouigatign vf the totality of parapsychulugicallidaﬁs in
aspects and forms that often aiw principally st publicity play
8 negative rvle, snd feed the noeds c¢f unstable persons who sesk

scientifically inscrutable principles, - -
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- Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 . 0.

An analysis of the status of parapsychology indicates
that it is polluted with anti-scientific conceptions and, that,
| to a great degres 1t has become & field uf activity fdf would«~be

"expertsa,'' Some of those "experts® deélure thenselves to be
leaders of groups and collaborators in organizations which have
never existed in cur country. 'The Institute of Technical
Parapsychcelogy"” is an example of such an organizaticn, It is
necesssry tv put an end tu tha activity of poorly qualified but
militant parapsychological "experts' who take upon thaméelvea
the rule of voluntary and far froum Qnselfish propagandista and
who issue numerous reports and give leeturea‘on parapsychology
tof audiences which even include scientists. These lectures
offer an unscrupulous mish-mash of fantasy and faét.‘ :
Thé‘non—critical stand toward parapsychology on the part
uf some sericus scientists can be explained only by‘a lack of
coencern for scientific theory and for a sound philosophy of
Bclence. Thus, there ig nov need for the existence of para-
pesehelogy as a8 special digeipline since the only factor tﬁat
unites parapsychulogiats is the mysterious, enigmatic nature
gurrounding the phencomena they study, We alsoc hold that the
practice of publishing sensational maferial on parapsfchology
which lacks any scientific basis iﬁ newspapers, magazineg and
popular bouvks, ceannot be tolerated, A tradition which self-
respecting Bcienfiats normally follow is for some reason haing

broken by many parapsycbolugiﬂts. Thoy need to adhsre to the
Approved For Release 20q2111l18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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practice of eerngs sclentific achlevewents beingvpuhliéhad firmst
in the spocialized literature and ¢nly zf¢erwards in popular
editions. | |

Certainly the time has couwme tc bring order inte thé
8cientific research and study of tﬁe phenovnena described in

parapaychulogy. Much of the reseafch'in the field ¢f para-
‘psychulugy ig being dune by physicists and engineers, Theréfor@,
it would bé expodient tu agssss, at the Instituts for Biophysics
utlihe U.5.8.k. Acadomy oI Sclerces and at the Institufe for
Froblems o?f Transwitting laformation of the U.8.8.R. Acadany of
Sciences, the directiovn and sclentific level i the study of

the “bicphysical effect” (diwsingl). The eléctromngnetic fields
genarated.yy living organisgms could be likewise nssessed as a
pessible weans of bilological inforwaticn (telepathy), 28 well
a8 wany other phenovmena, 1f attenticn is paid to these phencmena
frem ihe peint of bilophysics and information théory, these
efforts will belp tu demystify them,

The psycholugicel inatitutes of the U.B8.8.R. Acadaﬁy ot
Sciences and of the U,85.8.R, Academy f Pedagoglcal Sciences |
and other psychulogicel institutions should alse give considera-
tiun to Eha pusaibility of mounting programs for & strictly

sciontific resesavch into these phenowmena, Evidéntly it would
| e edvisable tou organizo s laburatorj within cne of tha
paychulogickl 1n§titutioam which would Btudy persuns who roally

do pussssa unueual abilities. It may ba found that waany of
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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these unusual abilities are uut necessarily parancrmal in pature,.
The results of such reszarch after meticuleus verificmtion
gshould naturally be publisbed first in the scientific literature

and only afterwards in the popular press,

iAo 2 e

¥e believe that the attenticn of ueriqu§ scientific
organizationg toward the phenomena described in parapsychology
could help tc discover their true nature as well as to thwart
the_charlatans whb are taking advantage of an understandably
naturel interest on_fbe pert of a wide dudienee~toward many
Juﬁresolved mysteries of the humauvpsyche. Such an effort could
alse help to discredit the myth about the existence ¢f a major

"parapsychological movement' in the U.85.8.R,

T
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