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PARAPSYCHOLOGY IN JAPAN

Introduction

In 1992, Lhe Jupunese Society for Parapsychology celebrated its 25th anniversary with a three-
day conference in Tokyo. ‘I'his society was founded by Professor Saji Otani, an academic
psychologist at the Japanese Defense Academy, It has been the mainstay of responsible
‘purupsychology in Japan, and has ity inwellectual roots both in traditional Japanese «pproaches |
and in the American cxperimental approach of 1B Rhine. The lawer influence is largely due to !
the time spent by Otani in Rhine’s lab iu (e mid 1960°s, and more recently by Dr Shigeki |
Hagio, an academic psychologist from Kagoshinia Keizai University, in the southern part of |
Japan. The Society hus o small membcership, with relatively few empirical conwibutions, ‘
averaging about seven reseurch-related reports each year. Separate sections below will cover
this year's JSP convention, as well as research recendy initiatcd at Sony. '

Before considering recent research and researchers, some generul comments on the social
coniext of parapsychology in Japan may bhe helpful. All are a mix of subjsctive impressions |
from the author's visit. Japan is & very polite, socially structured society. Criticism is indirect, i
inferred and often miher gradual. Confrontation or debate at conterences or in the media has i
been quite rare although that is changing, Researchers acknowledge that they obtain more ‘
dircct and detailed criticism when they present their work internationaily. ‘This is unfortunate |
for parapsychology, where critical feedback 1s necessary 10 avoid the many pitfails of design, ‘
methodology, analysis and interpretatiun that can so easily arise, especially with novice |
researchers, Somc Japancse rescarch projects appear to suffer from lack of critical feedback. Tt |
has often been said that when people do not like an idea they will ignore it rather than confront ‘
it. There has been very littlc public criticism of parapsychology by skeptical groups or |
academics, therefore, which probably is not a good thing, It meany (hat the topic has been and i
can he safely ignored by the academic/intellectual community, This is reflected in the dearth of |
bona fide academicians currently involved and in the relative lack of studcnt involvement. Tt iy |
difficult if not impnssible to interest university senior staff and administrators. There is l
insufficient precedent and untversities are very conservative, and reluctant to take on new 1
ideas. "The nail that stands out gets hammered down” is 2 well-known proverb, frequently |
cited In conversation. The lack of academic involvement and other public discussion means }
that scrious public aysessment of the swengths and weaknesses of parapsychological research is '
greatly reduced. This in turn further marginalises the subject for potential serious researchers.

An additional conseguence is that the media themselves have no real guidelines for
distinguishing between competent and sloppy reszarch, in their own country and elsewhere.
Many programs are made which describe rescarch activitics in China, Russia, North America
and Burope, which are very popular but have little guality control, Japunese psychics are
presented primarily through televised demonstrations which arc often poorly contrulled, This
situation is amenable to some change, however, as Japanese media are eager to avoid mistakes
or being regarded after the fact as foolish. But when they seek advice, they have little idca
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themselves of the degree of expertise of those they consule. This is not unique to Japanese
media, of course. A recent example of media conflict over psychic clains is mentioned in the
atlachied anticle by James MeClanon,

Japanese soclety as 1 whale is very open to parapsychology and to intelligent research in such
arens, Survey figurcy show that only 10% of Japanese clain religious belief, yet 80% claim 1o
practice Buddhism and 80% claim to practice Shinto. Most Japanese actively practice both,
and frequently engage in riluals of various sorts which imply direct interaction hetween their
own mental activities and the surrounding environment, including interaction with spirits.
Supplicatory prayer is vonunon, even by those who wauld claim that it’s only a placebo, or that
they are engaging in a sovisl uct to show their peers how dedicated they are Wwwards varions
goals. The idea of using maodern ools to explore encient claims is acceptable to most, because
Japanese society emphasiscs the integration of the old with e new in so many ways., Current
imerest in exploring psychic powers seems currently to focus on China and Russia/Siberia,
gencrally held by academics o be the two main ancient sonrces of Japanese spiritual tradition.
Siberia is less frequently acknowledged by the public as & wholc, but cvidence of Siberian

shamanizm as well as Induchinese shamanism (via Okinawa) can be seen in the forms of Shinto.

practices in less developed regions (occasionally reforrcd to as Mountain Shinto or "mountain
religion". Included are various mediumisric and bealing practices, as well as ideas of the
concentration of mental energy Jater incorporated in the mountain-based Ninja training centres
and in the Chinese wadition of Qi.

As A result of various factors including the above, serious psychical rescarch in Japan tends o
be practised by a hand(ul ol academics, by a few members of the medical community, and by
individuals or small groups within industry. The most impressive example of the latter are the
reseasch fucilities at the Sony Research Center in Yokohama,

Parapsychology Research at Sony

Professor S0ji Otani and the author visited the Sony Research Center in August, 1992, where
there arc two laboratorics involved in parapsychological research. Our hosts were three
electrical engineers; Dr Toshiro Terauchi, Senior Manager of the ESPER Laboratory; Dr
Yoichiso Sako, Representarive of the ESPER Laboratory; and Dr Mitsuru Takashima,
Assistant Manager of the Pulsegraph Laboratory. Although all three spoke English, Dr

‘Terauchi served as onr primary translator. We were given u brief history and introduction

the rescarch of the two labs.

Seven years earlicr, Mr Ibuka, Honorary Chairman of Sony Corporation, established a lab with
Dr 'I'akashima, to explore the mind-body aspccts of oriental mediciue. Afer three years the
Pulsegraph Lab was formed, 1o examine Eastern approaches through the tools of Western
medicine. This has involved working with Chinese Qigong practitioners, primarily Mr
Nugoyd who has joined them. They study interactions between healers and non-¢linical
volunteers, focussing on the physiology of both healer and client. Measures are taken while the
heuler becomes relaxed and while the healer gives and receives energy, Thesc measurcs so far
have been taken on people in the same rovns no remore influence studies as yet, They intend
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to look at differences in healers, both Japancsc and Chincsec, as well as differences in healing
environments, Although they employ a variety of measures including EEG, body temperaturc
and standard plethysmogruphy, their muin innovation so far is the development of the
pulsegraph, an instrument for meusuring pressure in the arteries at three adjacent locations,
primarily in the Jeft and right wrists. The device places pressure on the artery at three adjacent
siles, varying the amount of pressure from hard to merely “floating”, "I'his gives a total of 12
readouts, six from each hand, and enables assessment of vasomotor activity, heart rate, heart
beat amplitude, blood flow, viscosity, vessel elasticity and heart valve movement. Professor
Otani and 1 both went through this procedure and our polygraph records were examined
afierwards by Mr Nagoya. He examined the raw wave forms themselves as well as the varions
digitised readings provided, focussing on vartous paierns. He then gave a description both of
the cardlovasvulur health of the individual, plus 4 character reading based on an assessment of
what the body-mind interaction was likely to be, ¢.g. 1'm a nice person because ny body isu't
giving my viscera a hard time. This procedure seeraed to represent their main accomplishiuent
so far, and thoy felt that they had doviscd a scientifically solid procedure for measuring
procestes suggested by Eastern technique. The author has since learncd that Chinesee
practitioners routinely put three fingers on each pulse tor several minutes, first one then the
other, and that this constitutes a major medical observation for them. The Pulsegraph Lab,
then, had been primarily a lab for development of psychophysiological meagurements so far,
and rheir research was only graduoally turning toward procedures that would enable
measurement of remote infinence within a medical context.

On the other hand, the ESPER Lab, less than a year old at the time, was to be dedicated to tnore
directly parapsychological procedures, Its origins had apparently come from 4 major
reassessment of Sony prioritics for the 215t century Ly the R ad D Corporate Planning Group.
In debating between "outer space” and "inner space” they had selected inner space as less
expensive and as less likcly to be done better in Western socicty. A Human Science Working
Group had identificd four arcas of intcrest: brain sciences, social scicnce, highly creative
individuals (artists and producers of impressive works), and special mental abilities, including
psi and Qigong practice. They had decided to emphasise China, as country of origin, and
through Mr Ibuka and the Chinese government, Sony representatives were allowed to meet
Qigong practitioners. They were impressed and reported to the Chairman of Sony, Mr Muorita,
who ser up the ESPER lab in response, One of the first projects was to follow up on some
demonstrations filmed in China by TVS of children who can apparently read hidden characters.
A joint project was being designed with med:a people such that part of the incentive for
participants would be to appear on TV. Their tests were not well described, and sounded
sutewhi inforrnal, so we could not assess how Hkely the results are to be due to some sort ot
wickery by the children, Characters from bouks as well 4s those written on paper were used.
They estimate that at present they had worked with over 100 children, with one in ten doing
well, and some showing stable abilities. In conversation, they seemed refuctant to consider the
possibility that some or all of their successful participants might just be skilled wicksters, but
seemed open 1o the idea of safcguarding against external criticisim. Given he general atdudes
toward actual public criticism, it is hard to say how sericusly they took this possibility. In
general, they seemed more interested in presenting their work rather than discussing it, Their
stated general poals for the ESPER Laboratory are to conduct research with children and adults,
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to verify the existence of such special skills, developing theory, systems and applications. In
gencral the Pulsegraph Lab rescarch seems more advanced and on & solid basis; the ESPER
rescarch seems in ity carly stages and we could not ger 4 good feel for how well it was currently
being conducted, All three researchers seemed intelligent and interested in doing good science.
We only saw the Pulseygraph Lab, and its facilities seemed quite adequate for the job, We were
told that in all there were ten individuals cmployed in the two labs combined. Sony does seem
1o have a commitment to rescarch in this area with support at the highest sdministrative levels,

THE JAPANESE SOCIETY FOR PARAPSYCHOLOGY ANNUAL CONFERENCE

‘The annual meeting of the IPS normally lasts for two days but was extended for a third day so
that its one-day sumumer Lutorial session could he combined, Attendance was approximately 25
people, all male save for a student. a spouse and one of the demonstrators. Some attendaas
were rescarchers in corporations such as NEC, Fujitsu, Hitachi and I8M, who were able to do |
some small amount of research but only in their spare time, generally something involving {
RNG's and computers. Atluched are cards from some of the attendees, plus the three Sony |
researchers who did not atiend. A few of the presenters seem well worth further interaction, ’

|

1

i

and condenscd versions of their papers arc enclosed.

Professor Sojl Otani (address in PA Dircctory) is the lcading figure in the Socicty. Now retired

from the Defense Academy, he no longer conducts research but remains active in writing,

editing and administration. He has many contacts with academia, industry (including Sony)

and the major media, especially television. Attached is a paper by him summariging the

Society's research activities over the years. l
i
{
|
I

Dr Musayuki Hirafujl is a young cognitive psychologist with the National Agriculture
Research Center, in the Ministry of Agriculwore, Forestry and Fisheries. He presented two
papers, vne 4 counceiionist model of ESP, the other an attempted derivation of a precognition
model, 1is current job reswicts him o model consiruction with no empirical testing, although
he would in principle be quite happy (o do buth. He seems very articulate and has some
working knowledge of parapsychology.

Mr Hideyuki Kokubo is a young computer specislist with Sanseido, a publishing company.
He gave a paper using signal detection theory in a novel application, but also finds that he is
constrained to model consfruction rather than empirical testing.

Professor Shigeki Hagio. a psychologist at Kagoshima-Keizai 1Iniversity, is now the most
acilve experimentalist and follows the classical Rhinean strategies of psi testing. Enclosed are
brief descriptions of several recent studies, involving the local student populations. He has
spent titne in the Suues as well as in Britain, occasionally attends PA conferences and is a PA ,
associate member, He is fairly knowledgeable about modern parapsychological methods. His
university is in the southern part of Japan, |
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Drs Toshiaki Tmaizumi and Osamu Imada are youuy psychiatrists in Kachi 1ospital, whose
paper on beliefs about the nature of spontanewus cases is enclosed. They scemed intelligent
and with knowledge of research design and parapsychology.

Dr Akiro Ouda is  retired speclalist in Buddhist philosophy, who is 8 PA membcer and has
been actve in the Sovicty from e beginning.

Others presented on the programme as well, but were less involved in research-related topics.

SUMMARY

The researchers named ahove seem responsible and good starting places for ¢xploring serious
Japanese parapsychology. There is much popular inierest in Japan and many groups who blend
¢laims of special mental power and spiritual practice. Some of these have dubivus reputations,
within the parapsychological community as well as the public. Most younger Japanese can usc
Fnglish adequately. Older Japanese can read it but ofien have rouble with spuken English,
Japan is a country with considerable potential for parapsychology, but they need more
information about Western techniques for aysessiment. In turn their colrure has many practicss
which should be explored wore sysicmatcically and may contribute substantially to our
understanding,

SG1I

1 Tune 1993
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Uenerad Review of Resgarch in JSPP

Soji Ohiand

Academic research in parapsychology in Jupun started after World War 11, beginning
with the inrrodncrion of the works of Parapsycholoby Laboratory, Duke University dirccted
by Dr.J.B.Rhine.

A thesis written by Qhmni was published in the lournal of Parapsychology in 1955,
Research in Japan has been surongly influenced by the Laborutory singe then. In 1963,

“ Paropsychology Studying Group” was established, and they pressnted their rescarch in the
:lapanuc Society tor Psychology and the Japanese Society for Applied Psychology. In 1967,
the frst convention of the Group was held, followad by the establishment of “ the Japanese
Sodiety for Paraprycholngy”™ . This offered researchers the opponunities to exchange
informution wd v pieseat their sophisticated rescarch annually.

More than 180 researches have benn presented at the Annual Convention. As for those

on ESP, we have the one on the relavionship with seme peychulogical tests{ Ohtani, Nomura,
Tukeshima), the ones on the relationship with physiological variubles(Ohiani, Osua,
Matsumae, Nagashima, Sugishuta, Kusunoki, Saito, Fokuda), the ones on the relatonship

with cnvironmental condition(Ohtani, Matsuda, Xuribara, Yamaguchi, ito), the ones on the

relationship with imagery(Hayase).

As for those on PK, we have the ones using new materials(Takahashi), the ones on
effects to living organisms(Ohtani, Haruki), the ones on metal bending with gifted
subjects(Ohianl, Kasahara, Kovri, Ro).

We have an international research on remote viewing(Ohtani, Minakami, Dean). Also,
we have many researches on spontaneous cases(Ontant, Kurihara, Watunabe, Koori, Hagio,
Wada).

As for theoreticul rescarch, we have the one o precogmton concerned with the ume

issuc{Kanmznwa).Some of us have tried to establish models on the procasz of BSP(Kokubo,
Hirafuji, Sakuraf).

DBesides, wo bave the onc on the relationship between the strocture of call and the
seores(Kaide), the ones on the credibility of ESP tarpets{ Kuroda, Hagio), the one with
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some manipulaton of ESP wugets(tlagio), the oncs on the analysis of the data(Maruyama).
Atthe same tme we have SOMC résearches related to the concerning ficlds: the
surveys on NDE(Becker), the one on the reigtionship betwezn ¢reativity and ESP{Onda), the
ane on Kirlian phowyraphs(Fujita).
We have two long-lasting researches: the oae is about the theory an precognition
(Kanazawa), and the other is about psi ocouring around oider mental patients(Nagachima),
We have rectived po divsct and decigive criiclem. [ think it necessary for us to
publish our rescachca in many wuys and, exposed 10 sonswuctive criticism, improve them,
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Connectinnist Madel of ESP
Masayuki Hitulufi
1 the Amount of [aformation Trapsmived with BSP
In an ESP cxperimant using turgets whose hit ratc is 1/2, the wonuount of information
tranamitrod in a iul is sbown 1n e formula in the next page.
At least L/IESP times of trials arc needed (o get 1 bit of information{shown in Fig.1).
This means we can get a significant result with a large oumber of trials cweg il the hit
rate io closo to the chamcs lovel. The amouat of information transmiited in 2 trialin a
"trial is quite smail, ax seen from the fact that mest ESP experiments with significant
results have a large number of gials. That is, the capacity of BSP is quite small.
Based an the idea that this is because signals of BSP occwe 4t a level weaker than
ouiscy, | csiablish my model of ESP.
2 BSP ind the Prooess of Cognition
As seen in the Law of Waver, normal ¢ences, such 45 sight, auditory sense, scnse of
touah, produce relatively simple responses against stimuli, Op the other hand, ESP
praditess rather complexed responses which ssom  déeply relawd W the subjects’ pronéss of
cognition, as seen in shoop—and—poat and prze cffect. TF ESP is clogely related to the
process, we need a model including it to woderstand CSP.
I cowbined the model of cognition and a model in which information is extrscted from
weak ESP signal below the noise level, and established an- ESP modei(shown in Fig.2).
3 Neural Network
Neural nctwork is a wodel which consists of combined models of nerve eells whose
functions are simplified.
Becouse of the difficremces amopg the simplification or the combination, seversl
kinds of neural networks have besa propoced. The most basic functious relawd to
cognition, such as rewognition, memory, association, learning, can he erpressed with
combination of the network. )
Judging from the facy that BP model resembles the actual brain fuactios so rouch, the
model in which information is coded or decoded by cumbining neural networks can be
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applied to hraips if the wansmission with signals wesker than soige it possihie,
4 ESP Signal Detective Theory
We have no idea which organ seoses ESP signel a5 we don't know what carrics ESP

- dgoale, But they must bo tranamitted into nenral Impulses, if we put it that wa hawyg a
certain organ which senses them. I presumc that BSP signal is micro electrical charge in
oeural impuises,

Can human beings transmit concepts with slectromagnmic waves, & proaumed. that ESP
ie a kind of elouiromagnetic wave and nerve cells wre sntennas?

' It ie true that there are some paris in our brains and celfs which are electrically
chargoy, and these parts certainly rudiatc electromagnetic wavas, It docsn't matter that
the amount of the rudiated caergy is small. The point is that the wavas bave complivated
pluge diffcronces. Becawsa the phuses change iimewise and spawcwise in o complicated
manner, they disiiss each other so that we can't detoct thom. Therefore, a simple

biological model can't stand,
Tn the wnopectionist modal of BSP, T regard the cach sleclrically—chorged part as

the sourcs aod the receiver of clostromagmetic waves. That is, cach parnt kay its own
frequeucy and phose simuitaneansly. This resembles o huge aunher of Gansmission
machines ficdoping without confusion, but in the pwxlel the transmitted information i3
always homogeneous and can be controied intentionally. ' :

Theoretically, it is possibis to transmit information even in 2 poor system, oaly if
the information is coded in a proper way which fit2 the feslure of the system. Thng, ESP
can tausqut information, even if the sioyal is qhitu weak, once we have proper coding
method. ‘The process is eapresscd by the Formula (1) w (6).

5 Cinling in Meural Network
When an agent have o wrget in his mind, the aogccrned pewron & activated. By

associstion, other nEwrons copcerned with what is refated (0 the lacget we activated
comseyucntly. Thus the brain esablishes the patterm to send the information. This
process tiases the informuption timawise and spacewise.

The percipieat follow (e samec procsss to the opposed direction. The more decoding
he doesin his neural networks, the less noise sud more accurate informatinn he can get.
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This process is actually much more complexed, as it i practicad in the uscopscions
level, tue I would Like to focus on ESP signal which is weaker than ooise, by eimplifying

the process(Fip.y and 10).

6 Resulr of Simulation
1 praeticed au experimuot using & computar, with ESP cards as targets. The hit rate

shown ig Fig.12 indicates that BSP is comperem cuvugh to transmit information and that
the association memory has an effcct o roduca noigss. This keads w a bypothesis thae

even weak ESP signaly can transmit infarmation, as un actual brain has 20 immense number
of ncurons and a huge amount of usspciation mewmwory i involved in the proccss.

7 Psi~Missing and Shecp—aod~Gont Bffaet
When coded information has closely velated mod:dm‘ memory, the memory becomes 2

large noise, thus causing inevitable pei-missing(shown in Fig.12). When the association
memory is the doninl of ESP, pri-niissing Occwies even if the BSP signal is received.
This is sheep--and~goat ciiect.

8 Displacement Bffcct
When the change of the amouu of the stored memary is smaller than thatoftbe

stored noise, displammmtoﬁmt is ikely 1o oczure{Look at Fig.6).

9 Intcusity Probability Theory of Pal
According 10 the model established hy Mr, Kokubo, the intensity probability of pai
is cevtuin figure, 0.01, regardless of the kit raw iteclf, 1 would Hke 1o prove this
by using tha copnectionisi model, I have got the Formula (11), which is just equall to
the Formula (7), the formula of Mr. Kokubo's model(Look st Rormuia (7) to (12).

Poesibility of Precegnition ag & Quantun Effect
Nemyuk{ HIrafiii

Natiomal Jpricuiture Resesrch Center,
_Winistry of Awicaiture, Forsetty ud Fisberiex,
Tm W.Jlm

- - , o
' Gonpecyionist sodele for FEF ws proposed bz

e Hfrafuii (1986,1950) ta eccount for stochestic
oaturs of BSF. shesn-pmat effects amd pei- j
nissing aithowt disolacemest effectz . A for
diglacomnt effects ekl precosditios, cewmi= |
cation chaamels across tima srs. indisrerssble.
Foergy stetue of naurs) NaIeorks io the camsac—
tionist modela beve sshy locsi ninimmes of spe-
¢ific snargy, dhere sown of ha iocel sinime
polats correspond o meacries or Statws of omr-
scionenetll, 1 di1Tarence of the epecifin enar—
52 beteem the 1aca] winimm pointe iz very
suj],.. time indsterminasy shen s status corte=
spanding ta & target 18 recospized becomes
lazze. Deowd on this quantim offect, & prowgs

nitfon sadsl is provosad.
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Thisty LiGEIGUGRNR Stories of gpontiians precconition, which conmigt of 10 types of tpicode ( A-J IX 1 yrode of
Cowpaariy { 13 ), wera osmmarad by 157 fmtie college studedts. Emh cell indicated mean valus of pmhsbility sonree
( %) for 4 incacprecation .o Um lefo balf uf colusns. e BAR data SAC ceACrangwd for 3 grads of fretuency in tha
righe half af onlume, .
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life’, tha tap figurc, were 24 cages, 23.3 %, followed by 21
cagam, 20.4 %, of ’'hunch and impraession’. The third figure was
'seeing apparition o Psychic phenauwena related to the daad or
dying person, “ having 14 cases, '13.6 %.

An_Experimental ESP Study in the N-N Associative Process: To
demcnstrate the psi effect in human asgociative procesa, I first
aalectad 100 atimulus noun words. In four poychologiy classes
299 students in all, T read each of them while the atudants ' i
wro?e down a noun word associated with it in their minds in
their rqeord sheets. Thus, I completed tables of response words
%o each stimulua word. From each table I extracted four response
words low and almost even in the asscciation value to each ’

othar. i
: ar. My experimental plan for pei is to uue these words in an
ESP-association test eituation.

Syt o - — —

An ESP Experiment In A Mountain-Top

L e———— — e

Shiqgeki Haglo
Kagoshima~-Emizai University
JAPAN

ABRSTRACT

Two different sets of ESP experiment in- a mountain-top
ajituation were accomplished by the agsociate student members of
KPC(Ragoshima—Keizai University Parapsychology Club) and Hagiao.
The subjects used a deck af Zener cards and Percepiron, a
portable~type machine sold for testing BESP. Bach of two

- exparimants was Accompnied by a laboratory-room ESP testing as a
control. In Expeciment 1, in the Zener Card series five subjects
completed 20 runs yiaelding the deviation +16 in the Mountain-top
conditieon on the one hand, and —7 in the Contruwl condition on
the other hand, the diffsrence beilg marginal for statistieal
gignificance. (CRwl .79, P=.08) In Bxperiment 2, in the ]
Perceptron series nine subjects completed 36 runs giving a score
with 36 of extra chance, significant at .0l level, its
difference from the Control series being significant (P=.05).
Qur results were supportive to the hypothesis that mountain—-tops
often provided with a proper condition for the manifestation of
psi.
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An Expariment with Behaviar ESP Targecs: In an attempt to use

.

My Researches an Pui:

Stability of ESP Scorem;A Behavior ESP Target;Survey-Interview
Approach to Spontansous Psi;Pei in the Associative Procass

- KAGOSHIMA-KEIZAI URIVERSITY
SHIGEKI HAGIG

Stability of BSP Scorea: 77 students amang others completed four

secies of card ESP test conducted weak by week in a collega
paychology c<lass, 1979, Each series test consistad of 4 runs.

Their overall scores were positive in a significant level 1
(F=.09). Out of six correlative cuefficients among the four |,

-bz"’j‘.‘i‘l

serics one was peositively significant(P=.05) and another was %?LA
negatively so(P=.0%), whila the other four mcefficimnts had | ‘ :
pesitive yet small valuesa. The data alsc was consideced from é@u&¢¢azz
another point of view=-"stability of the score in each y u& =,
subject”. The number of those who had a score above MCE(20) in/az¥kﬂi
avery series ware 4, that is much more than the theoreticnléﬁ¢y#kQL .
value 2.1, but insignificant(CR=1.0). sz&TEﬁH”iﬁ'ﬁf’

e S

human behaviors as an ESP target instead of the eard figures, I |
selected four human actions:standing, writing, lying and ju&wb
walking. An experimental ascistant played one randomly-saelactad :ﬂﬂwi
behaQiar for 60 seconds for each trial in one rocm that the ﬁﬁimﬁ21
subject guessed in anothers room. Bach of the four experimental '
subjects complared 120 trials and he alsu had Lthe Zener~cazd

énries, 150 trial=z. One subject obtained a sighificant positive-
seore(P=.05) in tha bahavior series though the overall resulits

of the behavior series wag hot diffaerent from that of the card

serios statistically. z

763 studenta of the 1788 and 1989 college paycholagy classas who
angswered questionnaire items on their sputaneous psi
experiences, 83 studants were interviéwed t@ talk about their
experiences in detail. thay told 103 srories of Thelr awn
axperienses in all. 'Correspondence batween a dream and real

—_—]
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ALL-0R~NONE MODBLS AND SiGNAL DETECTIVITY TRBORY

KOKuBD, Hidayuki
August 27. 1942

I published the intensity probgbflity theary as the basic research for the
tha study of the statistic cxperiment at [9th annual convention of the Japanese
Society for Parapsyclology, 1386. Some interesting studies hgve basn donm since
the theory ¥as presented.

In the thanry, ! mede a new all-or-fione model, often salled Xokubo' s model.
vhich vag a 2~paramcter model. ! made it for the explanation of ¢bservable four
svente folloving thas:

hit by psi, nias by pui,
hit by chance, miss by chanee

¥y mudel’ 8 parameteras are i and w. Parameter-| iz a probability that psi

is activated in a trial, Parometer—s is a probability of mies on conditiun that
psl 1% activated. Ve can asaume a zubject guesses 3t randug {f his Psi i3 not
setivated, .. . ar guias Lad om0 Terne oo

Z~paranater~endsl is very useful for analyzing statistic data. But [ expand

-ed my resaarch field before long, becausa | cculd fiad that ve could explain

thase four events by usa of another theory, SDT{the S'lunal Detectivity Theory).

Sou“lnmrtam results so far

(1) & ROLE OP ALL-OR-NONE MODELS
0id ali=or=-none models, l~parameter uodels, can show uz Dettar condi=
tions for the detention of psi in statislic experisenty.

(2) ESTIMATION OF ESP DATA _ ‘
in ESF tests. valuves of {, which means subject’ s psi talent, nearly

aqual 0,01 on the condition that the peior prodabitity s frem 1/2 to 1/5Z.
(This result iz rediscovered.)

RDP96-00792R000400390001 -1
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{3) BSTIMATION OF PK DATA
Haga. 4. (1989) confirmed the central imit theorem for the value of {

in 2 PX tesi vith dice, wmnd confirmed two importani zsgumptions presentwd by
Kokubo(1987). Then Haga foumd t(hat | noarly equaled 0,01 as eame a3 in B3P tests.
Prom absve results, Haga has thought that it is possibls to resiyze ths degital
PK comunfcglion. [ agres with him

(1) ADVANCED METHOD :
¥y can evaluate valusz of i and ® vith the Plural Mode Method consider

«=¢d by Xokubo{i1947, 1¥88). And maybe ve be able to estimate the Observational

Theorias. Qencrally, ve can oblLain more information from cxperiments by using
J-parswater models than l-paramyier aodeis.

(5) ROC CURVE QP RSP DATA

On tho SDT, Sakurai,K, (1987) re=analyzed Pearcc-Pratt’s experiment and
evsiuated a value of d' a8 0.44. And he successed to drav a ROU curve of it
(1288), But, his obtained result slzo ean be 1t the ROC curve imtroduced from
All=or=-none wodals in parapurchology. [ edn not selest one, becauge the value of
d° {s very amall,

{6} PARADOK OF LCUNFIDANTIAL CALL

In a theoratizal study for-the SOT..Rokubo(1989) shew the selation
between the contidential ¢all and tha scaring ratio or the CR in the Yes-No
Lest. The obtained results Suggoated thar ve could not exﬁect gaod experipantal

_resulte [ ve analyzed omly very=high-confidential calls. And they suggeatcd

that v¢ had better plan to lct swbjects feel dasy to zay “high confidenca”
frequently, '

(1) A STRANGE ASSUMPTION

In another -theoretical atudy, XoXubn(1868) successed to find a eguation
to explain that the valuw of { was constant with the SOT. But, » very sirange
assumption vas essentia] for introducing the vquation. [n the assumption, the
wental ecale hac a unit like & quantum of mental energy.
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The Japanese Socicty for Parapsy-
chiology will celebrate its 23th anniver-
sary in 1900, ‘T'Le snciety meels manth-
ly at Takyo Uiniversity and sponsors an
anmazal convention each December. Al
though mend ly meelings anracy less
than a doecn  members, this group
wight b considered a bvauch of (he
Parapsychological Association, since jus
gouls and oricitations arc equivalent.

Members ¢onduct original research
and critlcally cvaluate each other's ef-
fnrts, Knten Nugashima has conducted
pst experiments for 10 years, using pa-
ticmts from his periatric  psychiatry
pracifee oy pocticipaats, He aoncswe
pulse rates and Lrain functions within
the context of the card gucwing and
dice predictng experiments, Although
his aanual results tend to be ambiguous
regarding proof of psychic effects, the
society hopes un unalysis of the entire
10-year series will generaie clearct con-
clusions. In 1987, Yoshiichi Ro pre-
sented a paper, ' Processes of Deforma-
tion in Spown-Bending Phenomena.”
Hirayukl Sakurai described a method
for applying sigriul detection theory to
psi research. Hideyuki Kokubo de-
seriheed %A New P Test” Hiroypuki
Subui prosciied @ papa “Applica-
tion of Signal |)etection Theary to Psi
Nesearch.” Soji Otani apeke “On the
Efteet of External Stimulus to ESP
Score.” Koten Nagachima presented
paper “On LEG and FK' and Tokiki
Wada presented “QComparison of DPui
Experience Surveys Bewween Japan and
Fngland.” Japanese theoriste are par-
ticularly interested in observational (he-
orics. For example, Hideyuki Kokubo
delivered a paper at the {988 conven-
tion entided “On an Experimental
Mcthod to  Fvaluate OQbservational
Theories,” During that same yea
Muagayuki Hirafuji presented a paper
“E5F Model by Newral Net,” and
Koten Nagoshima presented “On the
Psi Ability of the Psychopath.”

Profegsor Suji Otani, of the National
Lelense Academy, is a guiding influ-
ence on the ociety. In 1987, he pre-
senied che convendon Presidentiul Ad-

July-Augusth, 19d%
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PARAPSYCHOLOSGY IN JAPAN
By James MeClanan

dress eatitled “I'he Problem of GRY i
Parapsychology,” Otani has observed
variouz Chineso chi gong muaters who
visilesl Japan. Chi (X i Jspanese)
is thought to be the universal life en
ergy that permeates (he universe, Chi-
rony anasters  (kisko i Japaneso)
cliim 10 be adept at controlling this
cnergy. Ki may have a dightly differ-
el meaning in Japanese than chi in
Chinese. This variation ig detived from
both culwral and translation differ.
ences. In Japanese, ki has diverse
meanings: denki means electricity (den
means  thunder) and  tenki means
weather (ten anvans heaven), Some-
times ki, by iself, means “vnergy.”
Beicntifically, it Is difficult tv deline
exactly what ki is. In Chinese, chi is
somctimea translated jnto English ay
“gas” even though it is thought to be
u form of energy. Although chi-gong
masters are part of the medical estab-
lishment in some Chinese hospitals,
only a few such pracuiloners cure their
clients using this methedology in Japan.

Professor Otani bas conducted vari-
ouys fonns of psychical rescarch which
have not been published. A number ol
yeary ago, he comducted o survey of
Japancse war widow's expericnces. He
polled 100 widows in each prefecture
of Japaw, finding that many report-
ed apparitional experiences coinciding
with  their  husbands® deaths duzing
World War 1], About one-thicd of the
2,200 questionnaires were returned. Al-
though his analysis is sull incomplete,
hani is categorizing the types, cloth-
ing, actions and paiterns in the impres-
sions, as well as times of impression ver-
sus time of incident. Although no caze
reveals perfect correspondence between
uctual cvents and the widow's impres-
sions, vome cases reveal a Ligh degree
of coincidence. In a few cases, the hus-
hand, thought 1o be dead, roturned
safcly. Otani has noted a wide diversity
in the manner that the widaws intess
pret their experiences. Somie regard (hie
apparitional event as extremnely abnor-
mal while athers clasaify their experi-
ence a5 ordinary.

e 2000/08/15 : CIA-RDP96-007LI2R000400390001-1

Abour 5 years ago, Otani conducied
an PSP rard test with participants in
a submasioe, |naducing experimenty)
results which have nat been published.
Three conditiems wete compared: g
submerged suly, a surficed suby and ¢
bnd-based situation, He found Jive
difference between the Hoating sub and
iand target, but the submergad Larget
penerated  sighilicantly  lower I’%P
scores, Otani notes that there may be
aother variables, such as distanca and
time. which might have produced this
differential etfect, He draws nn concly.
sions feorn this data,

Tosio Kasahara has been actjwi
trandlating  parapsychulugical  works
from Enghsh into Japanese and gniting
«dited volwne: published, Ife revendy
completed the translation of aralds,
son's  (1987) Modern Miracles aud
Stcvenson’s (1987) Ghitdren Who Rel
member Pravious Lives. His edited vol
wae Sui No Senjo: Choshinriqakn Zen-
shi [The Battlefield of Psi: History of
All the Dobates in Parapsychology),
way published by Heibonsha Linited in
1907, Kasulara iy presently editing and
tranclating a collection of articles for 3
book entitled Purawnibusa (The Elu-
sivencis Problem) to be printed by
Shunju sha Publishers,

A lew ycars ago, Dr. Kasahara vis-
Hed Beoul, Korea, to investigaie o
Christian psychic surgeon, Mrs, Kim.
Mrs. Kim seemed to aid patients by
ripping out their cancerous growths
with her bare hande, Kasabary return-
ed from Kores with a videatape sup-
plied hy Mrs. Kim's arganization (my
Korean wranslator selerren] w jt as the
“Secing-Hearing-Fealing Church”), ay
well as tapes produced by himaell dus-
ing his own visit. From the videotape
supplicd by hcr organization, it ap-
pears that Mms. Kim makes incisions
into some of her putient's bodics, in a
manner that would seemingly (normal-
ly} cauge harm Canecrous growths ave
sometimes  lterally (appaiently) 1o

Dr. McCleron is in the Department of-
Social Seiences at Elizabeth Clity Siate 1lni-
versity in North Carolina.
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out of patients' budies, Although the
medical value of her interventoms
could not be established by Kasahara's
investigation, her organization claims
that her treatments arc highly effec-
tiva. The arganization's videotapc
shows cases in which pationts’ progress
toward vamplete recovery is docurnent-
cd over tme, Kasahara’s private video-
tape does not show Mrs, Kisn making
incisiuus, which suggesta that she does
not regularly engage iu this practice.
8hie appeared to be rymbohcally freat-
ing patients by applylug small band-
ages. | talked about this case with a
Korean colleague at my univeristy, Dr.
Wou Jung Ju. Appareatly, Mns. Kim
has gained a degree of famc (hrough-
out Korean ond evan 2 Korean church
group in Dr. Ju's neighberhood, in
Norfulh, Virginia, has seen her video-
tape. Although Dr. Ju noted that a
sinall percentage of religious Koreaus
helieve in her ability, he fecle that mnst
Karcans are Mghly skeptical. . Ju
knows of no foumal scicntific investigar
tion of her nrpanization's clains.

The socicty keeps ubweast of research
developments in other countries. Tuka-
aki Ota, a high school English instruc-
1o, regularly paraphrases Western re-
ports for the monthly mectings of the
savicly. He is presently reading Margins
of Reality by Jahn snd Dunne (1987)
and will be reviewing this book ul a
meeting this summer, Shigeki Hagio
ptesented a paper, “Recent Researclies
ol Parapsycholugy in USA” at the 1980

.annual convention in Yotsuya, Tuhye.

Various other hwlividuals, bosides
the members of the Japanese Society
for Parapsychology, have conducted
psychical research in Japan. Professor
Aokl has dunc a romote viewing exe
periment at Chubu Unijversity, Hirosli
Motoyama, fuunder of the Institute for
Beligious Peychology, has conducted a
lopglesm reseusch program, sseking tn
ferrat out the relationship between
yoga, meridlans and chi encrgy. He uses
comples equipment to monitor clectri-
cal body functions and believes his
data, analyzed by computer, reflect
personality characteristics, as well as
potential medical disorders, Motoyaina,
a4 Shinto priest, advecntes a religinns
orientation, a  position which -

14

fects his theorctical fermulations and
arouscs suspicion among scientifically
ariented observers, Vatious new reli-
gions groups, which have sprung up
sinee World War TI, alyo prescnt mony
claims regarding paranormal  teats,
Some organizations advocatc zecular
ideologics, somewhat scientific in ori-
enlation, rather than religiouws dne-
Lrines.

'The Japanese wedia play o signifis
cant role in shaping the public's im-
pressions uf the oceult, A famons Japa-
nese actor, Tetaurn Tanba, had a near-
death experience; afterward, he took
part in producing a movie about the
“after-deatl’”  wotld, His fame and
popularity have increased even more
since he devoted tirae toward disem-
inating life.after-death informadon.

Masuaki Kiyota, the Japancsc metal
bender, has stacred in a ficlional movie,
written a book aud appeared on vari-
ouvs televisien programs, Aithough, in
1986, he wemed to acknowledge on
TV that he used trickery, a degree of
controversy surrounds this incident and
he denies “confessing” in the manner
portrayed. 1le claims his “disclosure”
war produced through creadve edit-
Ing.

During the early 1Y80s, Professor
Otani conducted o ceries of experi-
ments with Musuaki Kiyota, atteaupt-
ing to ducwment his psychokinetic abil-
ity on videotape. Oftani videviapud
various events which suggest that some
of Koyota's perlormances are authen-
tic, One tape shows Kiynta directing
his efforts toward a specially-tagged
spoon which has heen clamped into
pasition. On  varlous uwwcasions, the
spoons  hesd slowly, but markedly,
twists, without being touched, Otani
was presont during these experiments
and carefully inspected the spuvus both
lefore and after videotaping, Since the
spoons’ tags are clearly discernible in
thene segments, it would serm that the
test spoons could not have been Lam-
pered with or switched. Otani hopes to
produce a “perfect” segment of video-
tape, anc in which he demanstrates his
precautions and proceduces, both be.
fore and after the filming of the sub-
fect’s effors.

Jopon v presantly experiencing o

furm of occull hoom. Fortune telling,
astrology and tarot eards are also »i-
lracting interesl, cspecially among
young girls, Some people are alsd
studying and advocating Chinese num-
erology and fortune telling technigues,
using the year, month, day and time of
one's birth, Diviuations based on the
writing of the characters in ong's nuse
make these calculations even mnte
complex, A small, but growiny, scg-
ment of young people has brcome ih-
terested in stories about faivies (teken
from the Buropean archetype, rather
than Japanese folklore).

Various popular magazines ruppdrt
belief in tha paranormal, One publica-
tion, M#, whuse name ia derived fram
the Pacific version of the lost can-
tinent of Atlantis, has a monthly cir-
culation of abowt 300,000, Twilight
Zone and AZ also atract Ui attention
of thase interested in the paranormal.
‘Vedevision programs, although not gei-
cntifically oriented, have presented fn-
formation reparding  hauntings  in
Japan. '

Increasing concern with the ocqult
hae stimulated eritical activists to be-
come more visible. Although this mave-
ment may ha an indication that Japa-
nese skeptics a1c beginning to talke the
possibility of ESP's exisience moge
seriously, 1 knuw of no ovidence sug-
gesting that the |apanese scientifiv
communily harbors greater tolerdnce
to parascientific claims than do West-
eru suientista, [t may he that they, are
mare willing to investigate Physi«)‘i}gi-
cal phenomena associnted with altbred
mental states, since sume investigutors
have conducted experiments with in-
dividuals claiming special abilitles.

Ouic tekvision program, part of the
seriey “Science-Q,” a weekly education-
al ducumentary, presented @ program
that aliracted preat Interest among
Japsness parapsychologists. The pro.
gram showed various feats pesformed
by 4 Riko master from China, Nr. Yu
Yong Chang, Under the supervision of
acaduinic  researchers, the  miaseer
caused paralyzed childien to move
their linabs. He also alfected a candie’s
flame wnder unumolled conditions
{the invegtigatars felt that their con-

.trols were mutisfactory during this fea,

Paraptychalogy Review
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but I believe moit Western parapsy-
cholugists would disagree with them),
Japumese investigators elaimard that the
Haod volun and heat in the masier's
haots biaeused whea he attempted o
radiate energy, A professor from Toho-
b Hlniversity used a spectal deviee 1o
skaame valiely low levels af pluton
citissions (Light) 1 he delertmined that
the Aike master could mdiate such wn-
crgy v an unusual, and perhaps anom-
alous, Lner, Althwgﬁ GR}IEI‘iHXEn!S
seeling to detect special emissions of
static cleatricity, supersonic sounds and
lony Trequency waves were pol success
ful, the mwster wae able to affect the
pmission of infrared light. An EEG
analyiis of the mastet’s brain indicated
a pattern similar to that of an cpileps
te patient, as well as changes in alpha
patierns, cven thougl no unusual be-
havier was apparent. Aftor the dvminn-
strialions, «scuysaney argued regarding
the meaning of these findings. (Oue
speculated  that very  minor cs;gfy
sunissions of the master tripgered bodi-
Iy 1esponses in the patient, using the
paticnt's own energy. Another felt this
theory wis inadequate, since he be-
ligved thy master could affect inani-
mate objects,

Pr. Twiv Kasahiara, a member of
the Parapwychological Association, had
(e opportutity womoniton the uffents
of Dr. Yu's (reatments on nne of his
paticitts, 'The wornan, whio was unable
tn et up in the morsing due to a heree
ditmy, sevece hidoey problem, was
clearly benefived by the kiko master’s
thurnpy. Afler trentment, she arove at
a4 uorunsl hooe and becane Tar more
avtive in Nl

De. Yu allegedly has demonstrated
the ability 1o affect his patients’ auto-
nomic nervous  systems, even  when
shielded from them, He is quite will-
ing to participatc in controlled experi-
juents investigating the possibility that
lw can do this ot a distance, Western
researchers who are interested in this
prajest should contact me go that T ean
put them in touch with Japancse in-
vestigators. {Ine researchee, Dr. Shi-
gouni K. Sasahi, suggests the following
conditions: (1) subject(s) in the 118A
should e young, regardless uf sex, havs
ing a high sensitivity and having had
much experience with sulogenic tuio-
ing; (?) the labnratary should be
shielded [rom clectromagnetisim; (3)
various elements within the autonomic
nervous systenn shuuld be cuperenly
maasurad. e Yo would concentrate
wn phiotgraplin of e Lalanatory and
subject(s} in an attempt to cause Dsy-
chological cffects,

A rtelevisinon program which aired in
caly 1962 may alow affect public pes-
ceptions of the parapormal. A profes-
sivnal magician, Mark, gave demon-
strations of what he referred tn as
“asychuhinesis” and  “telekinesis,” 1l
bent spons, transformed  keys, made
coins seem ro pass through glas and
pecformed mentalist feats. Althongh he
slated thit e was “tol a peychie, hic
did not explain the means by which he
accomplished bis featy and wany ob-
servery interpreted his performance as
a dumanstration of parancnnal ability.
These familiar with sleight-nf-hand
mupit would have no difficulties in par-
ceiving normal means by which Marik
vauld perform his frats. He portrays

himeell as & performer, rather than an
individusl who requests scientific ine
vestigation, and scems cautious in mak-
ing ouwight declarations regarding
“miugical” powers.

‘Lhe members of the Japanese S0«
clety for DPuropsychology recognize the
problems that media presentations cre~
ate for sientilically orlented rescarchs
eray, bul 1cuiain inteaested ju the pussi-
bility that humans radiate special ens
ergics assaciated with psi. lhe proac-
tices of acupuncture, shiatsu and other
therapies based on Asian ideclogies are
prevalent in Japan. They feel that
Chinesc kike, a practice associated with
seemingly psychokinetic performances,
may constitutc a Iruitful rcalin for the
scientific investigation of psychic heale
ing, Although Chinese rescarchers in-
vestigating Aiko masters tend to accept
loote proofs of “anomaleus” fonty
Japanese scientists demand far ligher
levels of evidenca. The main injereat of
Jupunee jnvestigators is not whether
kiko mastets have special abilities, but
the exact matwie of the energics pmJ-
ducing observed effects. Although sucl
abilitics may not be related to psi, the
investigation of them will contribute to
the understanding of huswan playsiol-

ogy.
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PARAPSYCHOLOGY LIBRARY

The Eileen J. Garrett Library of the Parapsychology Foundation, 228 East 7(st
St., New York, N.Y. 10021, is open fo studonts and researchers, Monday through
Friday, from 9:30 a.m, to 4:30 p.m. and Tuesdoy until 8:00 p.m.
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