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LE'r'l'EI~ 01" TRANSMITTAL 

U.S. IIoi:;sE oF H.EPRF.SEXTA'l'I\"ES, 
SBLBCT Co:-.rnrTTJ·:E ox AssASSlXA'rIONS, 

. lVa.shinglm~, D.G., December S1, 1976. 
Hon. ErnIUND h Ih:xsnAW, Jr., : 
Clerk, U.S. House o.f lle11rese.ntati1:es1 ll'ashi1igton, TJ.G. 

D1~AR MR. lIKNSHAW: On bebnlf of the \House Select Committee 
on Assns,.;ini1.tions nncl pm-snn.nt to the maucln.te of Honse llosolution 
1540, I n.m tran:>mitting herewith to the House of Hcprt>sentn.ti.Ycs the 
report. of the committee representing the results of the committi:-e's 
inve~ti~ation nnd study since its inception on Septcmher 17, Hl7G. The 
report. includes the recommendations of the committee with re~pect 
to continued inve,:;tlgation by the Honse of Representatives of the 
assns:;inn.tions of .John F. Kennedy nncl iV[nrtin Luther King, Jr. 

I w.oul<l like, 11.t this time, to cxpre:;.;; the deep npprecintion of the 
committee to the committee stnff for its excellent work on th.is phase 
of the Select Committee's inve;.;tigation. 

I note, on my retirement from the Honse of llcpn•sento.tivcs, the 
fine start which h:ls been mnde on this invt>stig11tion1 for whoso initiu­
tion I lw.ve worked over the p:'..St yenrs. It is my sincere hope th;tt the· 
House will see fit to proceed with the in.vestig1ltion in the snme 
thorou~h n.nd prof essi.onal manner in which it hns begun. 

Sincerely, 

En dos me: Re po it. 

·-- . ··-···· •.. 

.. ~,,.,. " "" ,, .... ·-
• • ~ • ~- • ! ·- • 

····.··" 

(fill 

'f110:-.1As N. DowxrNo, 
C/ia.frman. 
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H.ESULTS AKD RECO:MMEND.A'l'IOXS OF THE 
SELECT CO~IL\IITTEE ON ASSASSIXATIOXS 

DEcE:-.rnrn 31, l!>'iG.-Committed to the Commlttt>e of the Wlwle Honse 
on the State of the Union ancl orcierecl to he printecl 

:Mr. Dowxrxc, from the Select Committee on .\.ssassinn.tions 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
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I. INTRODuCTION 

'l'w·elYe ycnrs hn.Ye pnssecl since the 'V11rrcn. Oonunis.:;ion. rclenscd'· 
its report fin<lin~ thn.t J-'ce Hn.rYcy 0.;witlcl Wits the sole nssnssin of 
Prc;;iclent .Tohn F. Kennedy. 

Eight :nnrs have pussecl since .Tudge ,V. l'rnston Bntlle of the 
Slmlby Counl}', Tenn., Criminnl Uomt nc:c:eptccl Jnme.:; Bnrl ltny>s 
plr.n. or gnilty t.o the murder of Dr. 1{nrtin Luther King, Jr. . 

The pnssnge of time has not he:1lecl the nnliono.l traumn. c:msed hv 
thc<;e nss:1ssinn.tions. In the ensniug )·~m'l>, old doubts hnve remn.inecl 
nnd new cfo;hrrhing que::;tions hnve been rnisccl ns n<lclitionul evidence 
hns come to light. . , · . . . · . 

The following nre just n fevr examples of these new issues: 
(1) Did the. Centrnl Intelligence Agency deliberntcly nYoid furnish­

ing criticnl informntion to the Federnl Burcn.u of Investi~ntion which 
would lrn.ve rcsultecl in the surveilhmce of Lee Hnrvey Oswnld prior 
to the nss;1s:-inn.tion of President Kennedy? If so, why'l · . 

(2) Was criticnl evidence withheld from the Wnnen Commission? 
If so, why? · .. · . , , . . · 

'l'he U.S. Smate. Select Committee to Study Governmentnl Opern­
tions, in n. report. released April 23, 1976. concluded thnt the per­
formnnce of U.S. intellio-enco ncrencies was defective both \\;th res ect 
o the invesf.i<Tn , "· .,- resident Kcnnedv ns 

well ns the reportin~ to the Warren Commission. 'l'hu.t report st.ntes 
in pm·t: .... 

· In the clays following the nssnssinnlion of Prc;;ident 
Kennedy, nothing wns more import.:mt to this country 
than to clctermir?.e the facts of his death; no one sin~le event. 

· ' hus slrnke11 the countcyn1ore. Y ct th~ evidence the Com­
mittee hns developed su~gests thnt, for clifierent•rc:1sons, 
both t.he CIA nml the I•'J3I. foiled in, or nvoided carrying 
out.,· certn.m of their resp on_ sibiliti~s in: this mn.tter. · · . ' , . * * *' . * * * ..• 

. 'fhe Commit.tee ~mph~sizes · thnt it hns not unc!t~recl 
· nny c\.:idence sufficien~ t? histify_~ CQ.I_WlPs1.Rl!.l~t._tl\.~!'.~.}VllS :1. -

. ~ons~rncy · tCf···nssn.ssmnte President -Jtcnueoy. 'fho eoln- · · 
.• m1ttee;I1os, however, developed cviclence which impenches 

.the process hv which the intelligence agencies arrived nt t11cir 
· own conclnslons nbout the nss:1ssino.tion, nnd by which 

they provided informn.t.ion to tho Wnrrcn Conrn1ission. 
This c1:idence inclicafp,s that the im·estig<tl.ion o..f the assa.ssina­
tfon 1cas deficient a.ncl th.at facts which ·mial~t have substm:tiall11 · I' 
(',f!ecled the course of the 'ini:est-iga.t·ion 1cr.1·r. not 7)rovitled th'p, 
l:Varren Gonunis.~i.on. or those indi1:idttais within the Jt'/:I mul 
GIA, as 11~e.ll cu1 other agencir.s of G()l:e.rnment who 11,·ere clza,.ged 

. 'With inz:estigaling the (L.<;sassinatio?J.. (Etnph:isis supplied.) 

n.n.11s1-2 
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(:~) There nrc reports of intensi"'i ~nrvcill:mce of Dr. !\fortin T...utlwr 
King by domestic: inlelligencc nge11cie:;, inclncling the F.UI. "")11) un<l 
where were lhes~ n~ents ut the time of Dr. King's nss:1ssinnlion? Do 

· t.hey have nriy oviclcnce concerning the ns,;nf'-<;innlion or any pJ;1ns to · 
commit it.? Wns this surveillance deliberitlely curtniled prior to tho 
nR~11ssinntion°l And, if so, why? · · : 
' (-1) There ure reports thnt there wero tmus11ol t.rim:::fcr;: of pcr:-:on11cl 
by the ~femphis "Ii ire nncl Police Depnrtments on April 3 nnd April 4, 
1968, which mny 01~ mny not hn.Ye affecterl the se·curit.y of Dr. King. 
If so, wl1y were these tr:m:;fe1-i:; made nnd Rt whose clir~ction? 

Over the yem·s repented disclosures of agmcy misconduct, foreign 
nss11.ssinntion 11Hempts, concenl<>cl informntion, destruction . of evi­
dence nnd possible <lcliuernte misinformation hllYe. fostered 1m1ong 
om ,c~tizcns n11_cri_81ting lnck of confidence in'0'Govci·llinent ng-eiiCies.----

--:-As n. res\ilt, · f.lforcdrns been a -grc)'\dng-·~ei1se.~6f nn l.ional coli.cei·n 
nbout .!.he.-sule~1t~~-~Y..!!.D.~Li1,1i~g!i!:-Y.::.of.:._!,htLQJ.:igin~Li11.yestig11 tions. 'l'hc . 
history of thei-£ ns~n~sinnhons h11s Clemonstm tetl thllt t.he pn~;::;1gc of 
more tinic will ouly increase thnt concern, oml only :t thorough anu 
definitive inquiry nt this time will re!;olvo the growing dou.bts~ 

On Sept.ember 17, J 976, tho House of Hepn•sentntive:> rose to this 
challenge. It created tho Select Commit.tee on Assns;::inntions (JI. He::;. 
1510) with tho m:mdntc to conduct. n. "full nnd complete i1we;::ti~1ttio11 
of tho circumst.onccs surrounding the (lenth of John ll'. Kenilcdy nrnl 
the tlent.h of ~fortin Luther King, J·r., 1111d of nny others the :Select 
Committee i-hnll dekrmine.'1 

• · · • 

· The members of tlrn Select Committ.ee recognized the nee1l to re­
solve ccrtHin preliminnry mntters in the 3 months rem:iining before 
the dose of t.110 94th Congress. With nrenlistic appraisnl of tho t:i~k 
in mind, stafiing and budget le\~els were dett'nnincd. Thre~hold inves­
tigative inqniri<'s were hegun. With the ttclvent of the t\ew Congress 
the committee is. now prepared to proceed with t.he inYestigntion. 

The committee undert-0ok 1sD ]egislntive urnndntc ";th the rccog-
11itio1i of its responRibilitv tovt1ie American .public. The purpose of 
t.his mon<lntc is to investfgute nn~l pro"ide tho facts relntin~ to both 
nssRssinntions nnd to <lo so in a manner which will he credij>lt', pro­
f e~sionn1, ethical und will reflect well on the int.egrity of Congress. 

Pursuant to !.his m:mclate, the committee will mnkc rer.ommcmh'l­
tions regnrcling tho ndequncy of existing lnws relnting to the RS5-th:.sinn­
tion of the Pre~iclent of t.bc United Stutes, conspir11cy, depriv:1tion of 
ciml righlc;, nnd tho investigntor:nrnt.h.ority nnd capnbilit.:y of ngcncies 
nncl departments of tho United S1M.es go,·cmment; . . 

The commit.t.ec hns received wicl~sprettd support. for t hi~ l<'gislntivo 
inwsligntion. An nssistrmt r.ounscl to the W:wrcn Commi~!'-icn. citing 
re1:ent clisclo~l.ncs of clor.mnent.s which wt're \nthhchl from thc'\\'1trr<'n 
Commission, strongly urgccl tho reopening to the i1westieritiou. He 
stressed that "L.ltc conduct of the Commi~sion nud of the ng~ndi?s upon 
which it rclir.<l should be cnrefully cxnmincd nntl n.ny new iuformntion 
Le fulhr in1n;ued.'' '· . 

'J'hc .. importnnt questions, he sni<l, twe "not only ho\\" nncl why Prc;.;i-
1lent Kennedy wns nssnssiunted, but how such events cnn he c{foctivcly 
invcstig:1tcc1." Ho wns j0ine1l by nnothcr n!>si!:tnnt co1111::d to tho 
"\Ylu-rrn Commission who l111s endorsed "~'-full :md thorough iiwcstig:1-
tiou of both nssos:,innt.ion.s.11 
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: In lhc CtlSC of t.he King :1;,;s:1ssinnlion·, the cornmitlcc wns provi<1ed 
with the re:rnlt;; of IL l()i5 iuvcstign.t.ion conducted h,v the All:rnt.n, Gr~., 
Buroi1n of Police SC\rvicti;;, 'l'he rcportst:1.te.'> in piu·t: " "' '' * c\·cn ·fl, 
cursory cxnminn,tion of certnin inform.nLion prr.:;cnlcll to us elicit:> 
some. very interesting serie.;; of coincidences which wonlcl n.ppc11.r to 
merit inYest.ign.tion by nppropriate ngcncies." '!'ho rcipoi·t mgc,; th:1t. 
n new inve~tigntion be lmtlertn.kcn in order lo rcnch "n. more drfini­
tive po;;ition on the circnmsl.1.nce:> smTmmclin~ tho nssussiimlion of 
Dr. :i\Jnrt.in Luther J.Gng, Jr." . . .. 

IL 'l'lIE CO::IL\II'fT.l::E1S IXl'l'IAL ACTCOXS 

'!'he ~ommitte~'s first trL::>k WtlS the selection nnd nppoi.ntment ofn 
·chief counsel ancl direct.or. . : · . 

The committee obln.ined the serxiccs of Richnrcl • ) "rr11~. l\fr. 
Spr:1gue served 11s First Assistttnt Uistrict K'f.f.Orney o .'lu :i.dclphi:i, 

. Pn.., from June 19fiu, until December 19i4, He h1is· rcpr~sentctl the 
· Conunomwnlth of Pcnnsylvnnia. ns prosecuting ntlorney in more 

thnn 10,000 crini.iunl t.rifl.ls. Ser\,ing ns Special I'rosecu tor for W::ishing­
t.on County, Pu., he W11.s i·esponsible for the investig:ition nucl sub::;e­
quent pro::;ecut.ion of .the ¥ nblon~ki m re cases. As Special Assistant 
to the Attorney Genernl o tie foitc1l States, he was responsible for 
the. con vie.ti on of W. A. "T~1tfllo_y.le,_th.e--de1)osed pres1clent of the 
Umt.ed J\fme Workers. · · : · · -.-· ~ . · · 
· The ~coiii.1nitfee- considereil the necessity of moving <'xpeditiot1$ly 
on both investig1•tio11s. It felt t.hn.t n1nv c\·iclence pert11.iui11g to either 
the Kennedy or King n.sc:;nssirrntion ·should be pursuecl .immeclin.tely, . 
thn.t further delay would he unwarnrntecl. · · · 
· . Thus, the committee decided to pursue e11ch inve::;tign.t.ion simul­
tnm~ously. It orgil.nir.e<l itself into two subconunit.ters: one, chnirccl 
by Wn.lter K Fnnnt.roy to direct the King invC'stign.tion; the other, 
chaired by Riehn.rdson Preyer to pursue the Kcnneclv probe. .All 
members of the Full Commit.tee will h~ nctive in bot.h inw~:;;tig1ilions. 

The conimitte13 11g1:eed upon t.he need for n. stoIT of 170. 'l'Jlisfigure 
provifle~':l-Toi· -two iuvesli.gi1tivo"fonms- of ·n.upro:xiffiii.Tcly-'15 . nLtorneys 
nnd 25 investigators each. It is ·the intent.ion of the comii'litf.ce-1.0 
J:cci;i1it- the besf Efo!-i-f' within t.liis N nti.on. The commit.t.ee helieYes 
it cnu nttrnct dedic11.te1l professionn.ls in the field of crimiunl investigi\.:. 
tion \Yith broad experience nnd nbilit.y, who will view this cfl..ll ns n 
professio1;lfll clrnllenge ns well ns nn. opp?rfonity for public sen;cc. 
Substantial progress hns been nrncle m t.lus nren.. · . 

Finally, the committee decided unn.nimou;;ly not. to conduct the 
investig11.tions under deadlines. One renson for this is to iwoid n 
sit.nn.tion where n.n agency, indivitlunl or group might cngn.gc in 
debyin:r tactics in ·nn n.U.empt t.o outlnst the committee. · 

'J.'he \V mTcn Commission, which '''ll.S under int{'nse pn•ssure to 
rcsoh·e the question of responsibility fo1· the Konnecly nss1tt1s.inntion 
quickly, produced i.ts .finnl report wit.bin IO months. 'l'ha.t C01nmi.s,;ion 
did not have 1111 independent invcstigo.tive stnff nncl conducted its 
proceedings in close<l hearings. 'l'hese factors, which m11y or mny 
not luwe inflnencecl' the outcome of the Commi!>Sion'!:: investigation, 
h11ve nevertheless contributed to the iucr~ttsing chnllcnge.s to that 
Commission's conclusions. · 
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"With the pnssngo of time since the originnl inv·cstigntions, thcro is 
no longer the prc-ssnre to. nnivc :it quick conclusions. The Select 
ipom~ittce, with the ndvnnt.ngc of hindsight, with in<lercnclent 
rnvest.igntor$, nncl ,.fi'thout :.Ll'tTilCinl dcnctliues, will conduct the full, 
cli~~nssionnte, nml comprehensiYe i!1vest.ig .. n.tio~1 thA;t is ne.cess:u:y. . ~-. 

lo .. the ~xtc~t tl1;t_L!Ltl9es .uQt 11~:ul.E}.9P .Qu.mmur.J~1~.-m .. t~'.!.!:Y.2..( . I 
t.lie JllYC'Sll!!:\ t10g, t h,!L C'OlrJ.!!.1.!Jic;<LJI.ltencJLto_Jiold ... 01>el\,.)~~~1'!U~S ... -
Tlie:::c ses,;.1on;; wi1fbe herd ns the ihvestiga.tious lend to veriflnblo . . 
conclusions, which C\ither prove or <lisprove prior findings or nlleg:i- · · 
tions .. In obser>ing ·the vnrious witncs..c.;es nnd heing nble to observe · 
their denit'nnor nnd juclge their credibility, the Americnn public will 
h:we n gr<>nter b11sis for. conficlencc in ultimate conclusion~. 'l'he:'e 
se&;ions will ulso enable the public to obseIYe the iuvcstiga.ticm ns it 
unfolds. · · · · · 

· ·. III. PRELllllI:\ .. \RY I~VESTIG.\.TION AN'D ANALYSES · 
• .; • •. a . 

Tn the 3 months !'ince its ·estn.bli~lunent the Select Committee hns 
initintcd i1relimin:lr~r inve:.tigo.tious into new nud previously un­
pursued leRds in both as5a$sinnt.ions. While we cannot ynt verify 
the re$ults of oi.ir p1;eliminnry invest.i&ations, we cnn provide two 
cxnmple-5 '\\hich nre reprcsenh\tive of tlie investigative activity thnt. 
the committee hAS undert.aken. . 

On November 26, 1976, comniittee stnfi que::.t.ioned exLcnsively 
nn ex-CIA n:rent i·egnrding his personal knowled~c of convenm.tion!'l 
bet.ween I.t'e~Ha;·vcy Os,Yald nncl personnel wit.hin the Soviet nncl 

· Cubnn Embns~ies in Mexico City. · . . . \ 
As n re;;u1t of the inilinl quest.ion!ng, members of the Keunecly 

Suhcommit.tee helcl nn executive session on November 27 .. Jbscd on 
information obtnined during· the 11en.1i1\._g,' !:tnIT memuers Wllrc dis­
patched to ).frxico where they located nnd inten·iewed new wilnesse::.. 
These witnes':'es hnd n.cve1~ l1een sought out ·before by nnv inv<~st.ign::. 
th·e bocly, not.with;;ttu.1cling the fact. tll~t t.liev h,d important info1·inn.-
tion· eo11ceming sUilehfeht.s liy r:;e.e 'Hn:rveY.~Q~Y-::11a:i1\ 1IexiCo\\;i!}1;r( .. , ,.-
GO dnys of the- n:::$,\!:;~\ht\ti6n of Pi'esiC.Tent. I}:cnnedy. . --- : 

With respect. fo tho ns~llSSinnt.loi1 of Dr: King, committee co11nsel 
obtained n~lcvnnl:. infornrn.tion from n. witne$S who h:1d never been 
int.en-iewed1 heforo by· nny invest.igntive agency. 'l'bi~ witness has 
~Lat.eel t11nt .James Ei1rl H.n;y reln.tetl to l1im the fnct. th:i.t aft~r Ro.y 
fled to Europe, !fay conl.ncled nnolher perso1i from whom he teceived 

· . further instructions ~o ni~l iJil his coi:itinuing flight.. · . · · 
In other nre11s of mq1m·n coinm1ttee stnff has mterv1t1wed per::;ons 

with 11ew rdev.mt infm·mnt.iqn who hatl nev~r been contilcteJ l>y :my· 
inve:;ti~!ltive ngency .. 'fhc t'.Ommittee intencls to continue to pm":'uo 
snch inform:1tion. . 

Jn adclition to pnrsuing other new invesl~~tive loncls, the com-
. mittec h::;; hecn conductin1~ un intensive annly~i;; of the eyidrnce 

nvnibh1e in both :1~.;;1\!;$i1rntions in order to define nml determine the 
nature mul $C'Ope of tho inq11iry. · · · . · . 

I 
With rfl;;pcct lo the l\ennccly ·in.vesti~n.tion, tho rhicf c~un:-:cl 

prescntNl the committee with n.. list of lmnclrerl.'l· of qu1~;tions which 
must be rl'.',;olvP<l.. Tho ('Ommittee nlso has identified l"'OVCl';tl hundred 
wilne,;..-e,<: who mu;;L be intctviewcd. · 

The commit.tee' hns t:1kcn po;;itive steps to insuro t.h1\t.itwi11 pre-serve 
nll rcll'.\vnnt ma.teri11l,- in the pm•scssion of invcstig:ilive ngenci~s. Itlu1s 
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l
issu;-<1 scv~r~n.l subper~n.s <lnccs tcca11~1 tu insurl' cviclenc~ will be rn:~il.c 
nvn.1lnble.~l ho cornm1Ltce hn.s been rnformetl thnt, the tc-ntr:1l fol.t·lh­
~cnce Ag_ency alone is in pos~e:>sion of n.1<irc t.h!~ll GO c11rtc1n:> t•f 1u:1~m:­
rnl::; rcln.tmg tot.ho nssn.s.sm1tt.1011.of l'rl'.s1dcnt. h.cnncth· and the nct1n­
tics of Lee H1u·vey O,-\vt1kl prior to that ns;;n;;;,:innt.io11:') . 

l\Tit.h respect to the nssus:>inn.tion of Dr. I\i11f;7fl1n c:oillmiLll·e's 
· initin.l cxn.mirni:tion of the cvf\nls nud l'ircum;.;tnnccnh1ring lh<l Jlf'riod 
of James En.rl Jlny's cscn.pe from prison iu 1Tiss<>uri _in 1%7 until hi;; 
capture nncl subsequent cxtrn.dit.ion from ICnglnnrl in HlG'3 ~•lYC rise to 
hun<lrcds of q nest ions. The committee hn.s com pl et eel n clct:1ilCll ll naty..: 
sis of the stip\1btions of fo.ct contn.inetl in the guilty pie;\ of U:1y m 
:rvfo.rch l OCH>. -The committee notc<l that during the coursc:of the pleit 
proceediugs, Rny rose to ndvise t.he court thn.t he did uot concm· with 
st.n.ternents mncle by both the StMe prosecutor tind hi;; own ntlorney, 
thnt t.hern hn.cl not been n. conspiri1cy to nssil.ssinn.tc Dr. King. . .. · 

The committee does not rne11.n tJ> im I thn.L there w11,; or wns· not n. 
consril'n.cy. l.f, merelyfru.licn.t.e::; t.lrn.t t ns lS one o . ~le nrcns ,\·Juch ... 
rffift1 re's further investigation,' especially in view of the foilun~ lo ol:tnn 
.n. full statement of involvement from H.n.y by tho Tenne.-;:;(.'r! n.uthol'itics; 

Two stnff members of the Select Committne t.rnxelctl to ).fomphis, 
Tenn., nnd compiled IL 76-pnge index of mntcrin.ls contnin~ll in only 
one 'of the cvidenfoi.ry files. The Fedeml llmen.u of Inn>.:;tigution hns 
ncl visetl committee staff thn.t it has more th;m SO vohunP.:; of mnte1in.l:; 
on the nssassinntion nnd subsequent iriYestign.t.ion into th;it nssnssi-
ua.tion. .. . . . .. 

'l'o insure 01e preservn.tion of certain evidence :inll .clocument!> the 
· Select. Committee votecl nnd i~sned a totnl of 12 subpen:1:;cluccs tccum 
· reln tecl t.o evid!'!nce in the n.sassin:i.tion of Dr. King. ' · · . . 
· . ''l'he Select Committee is cogni;m.nt of t.he significant. nccompli:;h• 
rnents of oth~r independent invesLig11tions by the Congrc:;s. A qunn­
turn of evidence relev;i.nt to our iuv0st.ig:1.Lions hns been nccnmulntecl 
by v11rious committees nnd select. ·conm1itt.ees of the Hotise of Repre­
sentatives nncl the Senn.te. 'l'o dn.te, c.ontncts by committee stoff hnvC't 
clemonst.rnted n willingness on the pnrt of both .Houses of CongTcss, 
their Jvlemhers nnd various commit.tees to coopernt.e in mnking those 
mnterinls n.vniln.ble t.o this committee. • • 

. On the bnsis of these numerous areas of inquiry nncl the .ncces..:tlty 
to preserve evidence already under suhpenn, the Select Committee 
unanimously. recommends to the 05th Congress that the Select Com­
mittee on Ass11ssinn.tions be immediately l'eestablished to continue 
the ihvestigl'!.tion. · · · · . 

lV. STAFF A~D DUDGE'r IlEQUIRE:\IENTS 

· · 'fhe committee wishes t.o·emphasize tlrn.t. the unprcccclentml nnlure 
of the til.sk ident.ified in House Resolution 1540 make,; pnst. n.H.'thods 
of determining the Select Committee's budget inapJ)ropriate. 
· 'l'ho committM feels strongly thnt the integriLy o llns im·cstigntion 
fa contingent upon the independE>nce of our investig11tivo pfforts. 'l'he 
executive hrnnch ngencies, which wrrc utilized in t.he past.1 nte the·· 
very agencies whose previous performnncc may be the subj<'ct. of n. 
pnrt of this invest.igittion. The committee, thercfm·e1 c:mnot employ 
the services of the executive branch ngencics. Both the size of the 
stuff nn~ the budget reqt!ire1-r:ents nre :preclic!'-te~ on the ll".'~e,,;~ty or 
con<luctmg n. comprt!hens1ve1 rmpart.ml mvesbgn.hon. · 
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The committee rnlJmils the .following compnrutivc. snnly~is of 
buugct :md stnfilng levels of ccrlniu previous investigations ns a. 
stundnr<l by which onr rc~ommencln.tiuns muy be measurc1.L 

H'uri·cn Commission · · 
. St.n.ff:S3. ·: ···; .. '. 

DuriiTio11 : 1 o rnon tlis. · . · 
Thc.Y\':ii:·rCT1COllliuis~ion <lid not posse!!s nu imlcpeilclcnt iuvcstign.­

tive stuff. For invegt.ig:itivc purpo:;es, 'they J'eliccl ·on t,h9 l"cclcr:i.l 
int.L'lligence ngcncie::;. \\•c have been nblc to nmuss the follo·wiiig figures, 
i11clica.ting the level of support provicle<l t-0 the W nrreli Commfasion 
hy cnch no-ency. . ... · · · ·· · · 
. .IJJ,~: P~oviclcd _ l 5Q f]}I-tiin9 ug@t.s who in. turn concluctecl 25~000 
mtcrv1ews n.n<l sul>1mttc<T2,300 reports tol11.lmg 25,4-00 pages. 'lhey 
nlso pro\•idecl secret:lrinl und clerical ~ssistimco. . · 

I 
_QJ..A.: Provided l~ full-time nnd l)art-tinio ~cs.sionnls. They also 

provi.d Cll secre fiiJ.%fnncr~icnlas§istajl.~C:-. - ... , ~----·..----,.. . . . · . 
. Secret 8Ci'vicc:·-Prov'i:ctect-o\r'e1;"'601ull-timo professionn1s who con­
<luctC<t!';tstr interviews nnd 'submitted SOO rc1)orts to1"1ling 4,600 
pag;es. They ~1lso provided secrc~n.rinl o.nd clel'icul nssisttmcc. 
: JJJs..lh;<! De >:t ment: Prnvided nt ]eA.St 4 full-time profe~sionnls. · 

,_ .11 ·<t .... wrtment: Provi<lcd cert.niu I?rofcg~iontil support .. · 
iJl$:1~sturi'ittes thnt between thc.u· Internul Security Inspection 

Sfai'Vice and their Intdligcncc Divisio.n, they provided 6 stnff-yeors of 
supp_ort. · ·· · -- '-· -

Ji'BI Investigation Re: Patty Hea.rst 
The only figures tL\'t1ilnble for this investignt.ion Are for tho first 3-

mont.h period. During this initial 90-c.lny i:;pnn, the l?BI spent $2,600,-
000. li'igurcs for the number of stnfi' employed are. also unnvnilublc. 

New York St.ate Special Nursing Ilume bwestigation · 
· This investiga.t.iou of 11buse of the meclicni<l program by nursing 
homes hns a. total stnff of 421. 'l'hc sti1ff includes 05 lawyers, l.5G 

· !inaitor~, J 00 iiwe5tig:i.tors, tin<l l 00 support personnel. Its present 
yearly huugct is $<3,0oel,000. ln nduition it utilizes 40 sitting gro.ud 
juri<'s, the cost of ''hich is not included iu tho SG,000,000. 

The committee feels t.1rn.t the st.nff :mu budget requirements it has 
ident.i!i.e.<l n.t the encl of this report nro nt. minimal levels necest•nry to 
con<lnct comprehcn!'iYc arid :independent im·est.igntions of t.hc ~ssnssi-
nnt.fou of l're~ident Kennedy and Dr. King. · . 

. \ 
V. RECO)J?llE~DATIO~S 

Tho commit.tee r!ntl, inJec<l, tiic 94th Congress by tho pnssugo of 
House He~t)lution l 540 recognized thnt thr.rc ore uumy lingering 
dou hlc; ns t.o t.he compr<.>hensivene~.:; nml credibility of prior hwestign.­
tions into each of t.hese oi:;~nssinalions. 'fhc quest.ions which nri~o from - · · 
even n prelio~innry nnnlysis nnd :investi:~uhon ore legion. Thus, the 
SelC'ct Committee unnnimously und 11ne,1uh·ocolly recmnmend~: 
. (1) 'J'lmt. the IIom;o of lkpre::entn.tiY«':> immedintdy rnovo to con­
t inw: tht1 iuw,;tig:ltion of the circmm•tnnccs surromuliug the dl't\lh t)f 
l're.;;idcn.t ,John F. KcnneJy und the clcnth of D1·. ~t:lrlin Lut.hcr 
King, Ji-. 
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(2) That. th<' l fonsc imme<liatdy l'l'-~:.lahii~:h thP. Sdecl. Cmuiniltcc 
to in..;un• tlrnt. c·\·ickncc \\'hich is cmt<'ltlh· under s111ipoen1L will remain 
intact. nml. unckr the cmltinuiilg ccmt.rol of the J lou;;e mHl to in.-;lll'l~ 
that therC'. is no delay in. the onp:oi11g in n~::tig1Lt ion~. 
· (3) 'fhnt. the House appro\·e the budget. m; s_~t forth hC'rl'in. 

Sclccl Commit/et on Asxas.~i1wliuns-IJ1u1g11l .s11111mc1ry, 1!171 

I. K1lari,,.,; _______________ · ______ ~-------------------------- ~:i, !i:;:;, r.oo 
II. Tr:wt>l-Dc•nH•stic .• ___________ _-_________________________ J, (i81, 200 

II I. TraVt'l-ln t':'rnntion~L ________ _: _____ .. - ____ _:_ ---- _._ __ __ __ J 80, (•00 
lV. Con:;ultitnt ~cn·ices-------------------------------------- J5i'1, Ollll V. Wit.nes-<t>.-;.·_ ..; _______ ---- ____________ .:. ___ ---- ~- __ __ __ __ __ 78, \IOU 
YC. St:•tiCl11ery otlll s11pplie3 ________________ _._________________ 117, 000 

v n. 'frhplw!le :mJ telegraph _____ -------------------- -- ------ 42t>, 000 
VIII. l~qu!pmeut-Purch~e-----------~--·----~-·---..:__________ 3-1, 3i'i0 

IX. hlJUtpml:'nt-LeMe---~----.:.------------------------------ 111, 000 
X. H.cprorJ•:ct.ic111._pri.11ting, 11.nd graphic~-------.----:..---------- 2:;, CIOO 

XI. Hook:; o.nd penotl1cn\:; _____________ lr--------------------- 5, 000 XII. )Iisedl:111ecn1s ____________________________ ;_ ___ .__________ 50, 000 

·---·--· 
Totn.L.,. _________ _. __ _:_:_,,, _ _: __ · __ .:.:.. ______ ._ __ '~--'--------.:.- o, 531, o:;o 

. . . .. . . ~ . . ... 
·I. Sn.l:iries: . . . · 

A. (1) director __ -JJ _____ _,_,_,~_,~"'-: ____ ·:.:..:· ______ ._ ___ ~-

~· (:l)· deput_Y chiP~r counse.ls .:it $361900'_ ·. • · .... 
C. · (1) eluef mve~t.1g:i.tor _______ ---- --'---------- ___ -..:-· 
D. (:HJ) staff counsP.b (H ~mde 3 11t $28,000 to $34,000; 

12 ~mde 2 .:it S20,000 to $28,000; 4 gr11de 1 nt 
Sl 2,000 t.o S20,000) ___ -------------~- __ --- ..:- _ ---

. E. ('50) stn.ff inve:stigators (2 deputy cl1iefs nt S30,000; · 
lG grntle 3 at $24,000 to $28,000; lGgr:icle:lntSlS,000 

3U, GOO 
108,000 

30, 000 

832, 000 

. to $24,000; ~6 gnlcle lat S12,000 to S18,000) ______ · · 1, 08-i, 000 
F. (5) legal unit (1 cleputy chief counsel nt S36,000; 

- · 2 grade 3 at S2S,OOO to .$34,000; · 2 grnde 2 nt 
$20,000 to S2S,OOO) ___ . __________________ --------

G. (30) docum<::nt annlysi.s nncl resenrch unit (1 chief or 
unit nt $34,000; 2 deputy chiefs or unit at 824,000 
to $30,000; 4 Senior l'Cl'\earchers· nt $1~,000 to.· .. 

· 824,000; 7 i;t.aff rc;,e:irch"rs nt $10,000 to SlS,000;· • 
l l document clerks :it ~;8,000 to $12,000; l sr,nior 
comp\lter n11aly11t nt $2;'.;,0UO; 4 computer :inn.ly~ts nt SIG,000 to S20,000) _____ ,_ _________________ ·.:. ____ _ 

JI. (4) polygrnph/PSr~ unit. (4 o.t s:~0,000) ________ ..: ____ _ 
l. (2) ~ecurit .. v unit-S:J0,000 n.nd srn,ooo _______ :_ _____ _ 

·J. (9) ndministrn.tive/budgct unit (1 chief nclministrntol' 
nt S34,000; 1 chief clerk nt $25,000; 2 cxecuth·c 
nssist:mts nt 825,000; 2 t:\Sk force :mannger.~ nL 

152, 000 

407,000 
120, ouo 
40, 000 

- : 

Sl8,000; 1 cditor/hi.srorinn, nt $22,000; 1 public 
infornmt.ion officer nt $34,000; 1 L>ml~et. omc1:r nt s::o,ooo) _____________________________ ~·.:_____ 231, o::io 

K. (35) ser.ret:1.ri:i.l/cleric:J (35 nt S!0,000 to 816,000) ____ . 400, 000 
. . .-----

Total (liO) __ ;.. __ . __ ~:,---------_:----,----'--------,- 3, 635, llOO 

II. 'fra\·el-Domestir.: 
. A. Attorneys/inve;;tigntors ·(SO tmveling-2 timca per 

month, 5-lby cluration): 
Tmnsportntion-l,U20 trip;i nt $400 _________ _ 
l'cr dicni-1,920 trip3 :1t $250----------------

7GS,OOO 
4SO, oon 

Suhtot.nL ________ .; __ _: _____________ .;_.;. ____ .:· · 1, 248, 000 
·===-=== 
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II. 'IraVl'l-Domestic-Conlinueu 
B. Chief, deputy coun!'cls, polyi;r:iph/l'Sl~ unit, h•1t:1l. 

·. 

• .. 
unit nnd adininist.rntivc (15 tra\'eling-3 timl!s prr 
month, 3-d:i.y ·duration): . 

Tran!'portution-540 trips nt $400------------- 216, 000 
Per diem-540 trips nt $150------------------- SI, 000 ----

Subtotnl------------ ---- -- -- -----..:------ -- . 
297,000 

. . 
C. Document m111lyi;is 11nd re"f!:uch unit (5 tr:i.,·elin:;-1 

time per month, 5-d~iY dmat.ion): . 
Tran~portntion-:-6~ tri~~ ~'It S.(00---:------------ 24, 000 
Per diem GO trips at .. 200.------------------- 15, 000 ------

Subtot:1L~-------'---~--------------------- 39, 000 ::.= = 

D. Committee members: 
Full Cc•mmittec (2 meetinr;s-2-d:i.y duration): 9, 900 

2,200 . . Transportntiou-22 trips Rt ~4.50---------­
Per diem-22 trip1:1 nt ::;JOO.--------------­

Silbcommitt<?e-execnth·e F.P.!'~ions (2 trnveling...;..3 
times per month, 2-dn~· durnt.ion): . 

•rrnnspor't:ltion-72 trips at ~450---------- 32, 400 
Per diem-72 trips nt $100----------·---'--- 7, 200 ------

Subtot:i.1-------------------------- .. ,..-- · 51,. 700 ---= 
E. Steuogr:i.phic/s~cr1~t.nri!'l1/clericnl (2 traveling-3 times 

per month, 2-dny durnUon): . . . 
Trnn~portnt..i.on~72 trts nt $4.00-------------- 28, SOO 

.. Per diem-72 tnps nt , 100-------------------- 7, 200 ----
Subtotal~--~-----~------~-~--~------------ 36, 000 ==-

F. Local traxel-stnIT (W11shington, D.C., $50 p<:>r <lny 
times 250) _ ---------,.- -------- ------ -------- --

12,500 
:=-: .. --== 

Totnl----- _:_ __ _:.:_ ___ .__._ -·------~------ ---- -- -- -- 1, <iS4, 200 

l 
) 

III. Trav"'1-lntcrn:itional: 
/., Connnittee nM:-m hers and i-t:ilf (8 t.n..\"eling 12 times 

per :re:ir, 5-l!ny duration): ., · · 
'l'ran;;.port;at.ion-:-9? tries· ::t ~1,500 •• -- ---- -- -- -

. Per d1em-9G tr1P,:s ut ~37:>--------------------

. Tot:il:-"'•c~--- ~-~-.-- •• -- -----·------:--• •• -- --

144,000 
3G, 000 

------
180,COO 

====== 

IV. Consulta11t sen·iccs: 
A. Forendc (i.e. m<>dic:1l,' b11llistics). r 

'V: 

· n. Experts-fingerpriut.inrt, hund'l\-rit.h;g, documl'nt. nn­
aly;:i~, criminnlists (i\i. llhcr, hair, clothing), 11l'11lnm 
acth"atiou t:nal;rst$, \•oicc prints, electronic, photo-
gro.phic. · : . · 

C. Tranf:lat.ors-nudiovisunl, etc.: 
Fee: liOOO nrnn-d:i.ys at SWO-----------------­
Travc (100 trips-3·dll:>' dur11i.ion): . 

'frnmport:ition-lOC tlips ut $-iOO •• --------l'cr diem-JOO trips :it ~1:;0 ______________ _ 

.l 
100, 000 

40, 000 
] fi, 000 ---

'fotnL---·---·--~ ------------------ __ __ 155, 000 
--~---= 

Wilnesst's: 
A. Trnvel (78 trip::1, 3-dny dumtion): · 31,200 __ , 

l l, 700 
:3G, ouo 

'fran!Sportatfon- 78 trips nt MOO------~-- - • -- --­
Per dicm-78 trips nt. ~;)50 ••• ----------------­

B. Security: 120 tl:i.ys ut. S300. --------------------------
Tot~l-----------------------------~-----------

... 
" .. ·:: .$:J~~~.\ 

.. .:. ;.~.7~fr:~::).;:"·:·:~:~·-~·. 
: :. ~~}~ ·;:.. ·~~::- -"'.:~··" . 

. "'*" .... ~ .... ~· 

"'.: .: ... ::. ;:.--.. ,.·~·C"r . ...-.!} :_. .. _ .: .. ~ ... ~· 

•• ..... ('!' 

...... _ ... ·;".~:~~~~ ~ ..... -·· 
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'".;? ---

: 

78, !!CO 

.• ·., ..... ' 

\._~ .. ~rt • :.:~:~~;:1 
#>.' r.:. ·~ 

-~ ·- ,•. ·- ,, ~: -~··-~·.~;·*\~-~~ 

. . ~·37\;~~ 
'!~~:·~·;;,~~ .. 0.~02~jt 

: : ~:;-:- . .:{1.·'i~·:. ~-. 
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YI. Stntionery :rncl supplie::i: . 
A. St.art.up :illownnce, liO Lime.:i 5300----------- -- _,: ___ _ .-.1, 000 

'''· 000 1;;, 000 
ll. ltc·sllpl>ly, 170 times s:wo ________________________ _ 
C. Spccin i-upplies such u.s tapes, etc-------------------

TotaL.- __ ---- -- ---------------- -- -- ----- --- -- 1 li, coo 

VII. Telc:phone ~nd tcl~grnph: . 
A. Iln:uc !'CrV!Ct:- - - - --------·------ -- --- ------- ------

50,000 
3i5,.000 

.VUI. 

, IX. 

. x. 

13. J,ong <fatnnce-300 days times Sl,250--------------_...;._ __ _ 
'l'otnL •• _____________ 

7
_. _______ ;. __ -.----- __ ---- 425, 000 

=-==---· 
(Note: The ha.sic service nmount has been fur­

nished by the Chesnpcm'ke-Potomac Tc:\ephone 
Go. repre.sentl\t.ive. Lon~ distance char~es h:we 
been e:;tiroatetl at 250 calls per d:\y at an average 
cost ofS5 per c:\U.) , . . 

Equipmcnt-purchMe: . ~ 
A. 'l'npe recorders (25 at $150; 2 nt $300)--------------. 4, 3'i0 
ll. ·cnmcr~. ·projectors, screen, etc---------~-----.:.; __ .: 2,'000 
C. Polygmphs (2 nt $:3,800) __________ .:,_______________ · 5, GOO 
D. Stress ovnluntorn (:3 at S4,000)·--------------------- 8, 000 
·E. l\lioiphone recording de\•ices (2 at $2,200)- _ - _ ------ 4, 400 
P. Security devices for staff office~-------------------- 10, 000 

rf~tal~-·--~--:.-----~.:.,_.:.~~~----·-·--~~--~..:~~~-~--~-- · 34, a5o 
==== 

Eq11ipmf>nt-Le11se.: · · · · · · · ·' · · ·. . · · . 
. . A. ·.xerox-3 at $12,000--------. .,--------------------- . 31i, 000 

· B. IBl\l :Memory Typewritei·-2 nt $2,500--·~----~------ · · 5, 000 
C. Computer :;ervices. __ --------------------.-------- 1001. 000 -----

Tot~----~~---~-~~-~----~--------------~~---~- 1,1,000 
(.Not.a: The major portion or thr. committee's com-

puter servica needs will be han<lletl through the 
fncilities of the Committ.ce on House Aclmi11ist.rn-
tio11. The direct charges to the Select Cnmrnitt•!e 
will be t"-;57,liOO for computer ·tcrminnls. 'fhere will 
he other cho.q~e;; which hava yet to be determined 
by the Committee 011 House Administmt.ion.) 

Reprod11ct.io11s printing, l\ntl g1·:ipl1ics: '!'his allownuce ~ 
11ende1l for the development of films, cnlargeme11ts, specinl 
printini, nrt. work, graphic:>, etc.----...------------------- . 

XI. Books/periodicl\ls: This !u1101111t is needed for books, litcruture, 
. periodicnl>', nr.wspnpers, etc ___ --------------------•----

25, 000 

5, 000 
XII. 1\'Iiscellaneous: Contingency ullow:mce (this nmount is !I. con­

tingency Rllownnce reprt:senting approxim::i.tely 1 ·pr.i·cent Ol 
the budget to allow for nnderestim:i.tin:; in ihe v:u'lotls ex­
pense cntegories and to provide for unnntit:ipated expenses)--

. ·--: 

50, 000 
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.ADDITIOXAL. VIEWS ·oF-I-IENRY B.' GON'ZAl£% 

I completely !-ittppm:t the rccommendntion ·of the commit.le~, ;;rge 
tlrnL the 05t.l~ Congress irumcdiatcly reestablish it, nnd UuLL n. bndgot 
bo approved m the full nmount requested. . . . . 

Jr ewer n. le~isln.tive effort begim wit.h less promise, it wns tho work 
of thi~ Select Commit.tee. 'l'hc committee began its work in tho waning 
days of the 94th Congress, hn<l no stnff, no offices, no time to or:;nuil~c 
properly, nnd no time to prel>f1i·c or carry out the study it wns com­
mis:'ionecl to do. The committee hn.:;, ho,ve•er; nccompli:Jictl more 
tl11m nnyone coulcl hnve thought possible. · 

First, the committee hns gecmecl the services of nn oul~l:nuling 
chief coun;;el, Riclrnrd A. Sprague; he is one of tho most C'ffo<:Liv-c nncl 
respected invP-sLign.tor;:; in t.lte country tolley. 'l'he committ~c hns nlso 
heC'n nble to hire 11 teflm of cxccptionnlly uble investigators, l'<'senrch­
crs, nnd attorneys. There is nhsolutely no <loubt that 1h. Spl'aguo 
nllll his Staff can conduct a completely indepen<lent, dispnH;;1ountc, 
ohjective, nnd thoroughly professionnl study, given time nnll mlcqunto 
suppo:-t.. · · · 

In the very short time n.vnilnblc,. tho committee ]i:i.s ohtnincc.l n. 
suhsttmtinl a.mount of informa.tion nn<l evidence, antl plnt:<'J t.hcso 
under its control. Resenrchers nnd investigators lmve compiled, nnd 
indexed nn imm~nse mnount of m:-..tcrial, init.int~cl some i11vP::;I i~ntion::;, 
nn<l most important., prep:irccl the ground for the sustnincd dfor~ 
nhe1Hl. 
· Second, the commit.tee lit1s defined its job and ]ms a cle1w icle:i. of how 

it is to be accomplished. · . . 
'l'he committee does not int.<.>ml to provt) or. uisprove nny theory 

concerni.."lg tho nssus$in11tions it will study. Instead,· thf' c~oinmit.tea 
will conduct a. completely new, inclepentlent stu<ly. It will hl"tdn with 
the events, take the cvi<lcnce n.vnilablc, yerify thnt cvitfonct', nnd 
rench re:1sonnble conclusions bnsecl on tho M'ailn.blc c\·hll'l1cc: no 
mol'e, no less. · . . . 

I l'CC0!,'1lize thnt nn nppronch of this kind will entnil n ~11hillnntinl 
muount of money, nnd "iJl rc~nirc o. hrrgn number of p<'nplc; more­
over, n stud.v of this kind will t11kc time, nncl cnnnot ho ~ubjf'ct to nu)· 
ckndline~. To hnvo nny meo-iring, the jnvestigittion mus~ rnl.Y oa ( = 
uuimpenchnblo intt>grity. To do lc~s tbun n completely t1H11·ough job _ _ 
Wi>\1ld be to nccomplish nothing n.t n.ll. : .·.. -----

1 

The committee is mwnimons in it.s concliision t.h:it it musL 11~ nblc to 
rch· C!O!Hpietely on its own resourcr~. ·we )•now llrnt; ncitlwr the )i'Ill 
1101· CTA r.oopem!Nl fullv \,·it.h the \Vt11:1J~!! Q_q11111!if':::ton; 1:1t1['>'.Q kppw 
that; thl' li'..BI Dircctol" in HJG8 hnd pnssionnto feelings 11~:\111-.t l>r. 
M11rt in Luther King-fel~lings t.lrn.t might well have· be<'ll )'110ecte1l 
in )~ss thun objci;li\:C work by his subor<linntcs. The ck<'i~it)n or t.ha 
C'ommittec to r1{r on its own i;tnff riith&r thnn Ex~cutiVt\ ·,,µ:cn<'ics 
dot?s not. rellcd CJn th•? intc~rH:--· or cfiicicncy of thos,! :1~1;1\dt!s; b11t 
we nl'c 1lctcrmint>1l thtit this he n complelcly indepP.n1l<'l\L study, 
not in nny way nffectetl l>y the interests of nny agency or nrnup. . 

( 10) 
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Im·c;:;tigi1tion,; of nuy kincl arc expc•usin~. Ft!\\' Jicoplc:, prrhnp;; 
few of my collc·ug11r::;, rl'alize ltow t·o~t.J_\· <•Yen t\ i;irnplc i.Jn·cstigaf.ion 
cnn ·be. 'fhe $tope o[ this shtd.r, :mt! the fact tlmt cvi<lcnr:c nnd 
witnc::;;;e;; nrc !>C:•tt.lerP<l fnr ancl wi<lc, the complexity of cnrryin~ out 
two mnjo1· homicide iin·cstigatious nt ·once, will rnnke thi~ n very 
cxprnsive effort. But I .nm salh;ficu t.hnL the sLndy must be irHlc­
pcndeut, m11:;t. be thorough, :mcl thn.t O\•m·y finding 11111:.;t be ns thor­
oughly vcririell ns humanely po::;sible, or t.he entire effort will be 
menniugle::;s. • · . 

'l'hird, the committee lws dcmonslmlerl ifs c:oaqwtcmco. Irdlie very 
short n1110unt. of time H ha~ had tWiiibhle1 tho committee has accom­
plished mirncle~ of or~n.nizo.tio1\ 1 dcfino<l 1li:; work, n.ncl hegnu an ex­
tremely complex set of investigntio11s. It. is dillic11lt to imagine how it 
could }1ave accomplished more t\ian it lms, cspecin.lly under the very 
adverse conditions it'lrns Leen forced to operntc under. · · · . · 

I believe the C'ommittee Jms deiuonslm.lerl t.hnt it hns a rcul tnsk to 
nccomplisl1. If it is permit tccl to proceed, tho committee can settle 

· hundreds of questions n.bout the nrnrclP.r of Prcsic]ent Kennedy nnd 
that of Dr. Kin~. Beyond thnt, the c:o11uuitt~*" cn.n :::heel light_ori the 
~'$er is~l~e ~psili!ici~!,1.11~!r~er m1,<1 vi<>l~!!ce.' W c shoiili:l11ot-rotcgcflhat 
.t'reSiaeilt: Ford }fo.Cflus own nanow escn.pes; 110 :Member of the House 
should forget thn,t the Cnpitol Building wns bomhed; uncl no Member 
of the House should forget that we liYc nnd work under increasinily 
'tight security mens11rrs. ~ . 

It is necessary to1ln.y lo ha.v.ci n. Y:u:t police force in n.n<l nrouncl the 
Cnpitol. It is necessn.r,)" to lrnve television monitors on every door. II:. is 
necessary ·to hiwe pnrc:cls X-ru.yecl. 

Every nirline p11sscngcr must he subjP.ctccl to nn electronic scurch 
for metal, nud bnp:g;1ge cnlTied aboard nirplnnes, nnd cYcn i1ito bonrd-
ing nreas, must be X-rn.yecl. · · 

Visitors to the Supreme Court must he c1cnrccl. 
New gntes nnd incrcnsingly sophisticntcd surveillance devices 

s1irro11nd nud protect the \Vhito Hou!;e. A whole new polic~ force is 
cm ployed to protect li~mbnssies. · · · . 

All of this reflects nn ago of politicol violence; n.11 of it hns come 
about. since 1963. All of it shows thnt wo lrn.vo not learned the nnswe1· 
to the crnci11l q11estion: Why? · · 

'l'hat, :i.s I see jit., is the ultimo.to tnsk of lho Select Committee-lo 
fin<l out not just whnt huppened, hut why. . 

If we cnn nns,ver thn.t que:-;tion, it may he possible to encl po1iticul 
Yiolence, nncl begin tnking down the security mensnrcs thn.t rcprc;,;s nll 
of us, nnd rcprest>nt n. gcnui1i.e thrent to frc~e govrrmucnt. Political 
violenco is not inevltnble, nncl it is not incxplicnhle. ·'l'ho Select Com- · 
mittee nrny, nnd I hope will, shed light. on why tho;;c oven ts took plncc, 
nncl why they shorlow nll our lives, even toclny-'-nnd how wo cnn begin 
to encl. political Yiolcnce nnd the 01irniproscnt thrcilt of it, which i::;, 
in fact, n. thren.t to fr<'e government itself. · 

l!ExnY ll. Gox?.ALEZ. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL VIEWS OF CONGRESSPEHSONS J..OUIS 
· STOKES,· WALTEH. E. FAU~TROY, YYONNg BRATH­

. W AI'l'E 13UH.KE, AND H.AROJ.!2 E. FORD 

· 'fhc purpose or these supplement.al views is to !>lron~ly cm11h:isize 
onr concurrence in therecom111entlntion cont.i1ined in tho committee's 
report. In our opinion, the House of H.cpre.sent.:lth·es look n. ginnt step 
toward restoring the fnith of the American people in tlwil· Govem­
nwnt when, in. the 94th Congress, it pnsse<l Honse )fo:;olution 1540 . 
by n. majority vote of 280 to G5 nncl established ~he Select. Committee 
on As;:;assinntions. Just this pnst week, the lntest Gullup Pool toltl us 
tlrnt SO percent of tho Amcric:m people do not believe th~t either Lee 
Harvey Oswnlcl or Jn.mes Enrl R11y ncted nlone in tho nrnrclers of 
Pre;;i<lcnt ,John li'. Kennedy nn<l Dr. 1'·fortiu Luther King, Jr. 'l'hcy 
feel thn.t their Government hns not told them nll thn.t it knows or thnt 
it is in position to fintl ont nhout. the brut.nl n:::;;as~inntions of two or the 
most import.nut lenders of the Post World War II cm. 

. 'fhe following :1rt.iclc n\>penrecl in the W nshington Post on December 
26, ~976, und read nsfol ows: . . · 
. , , As the House Select Connnittee on AS5nssinntions begins 

· its investigtttious, the overwhe.li::i.i,iQg_~1111j_ori!:y:_Q[ Amc1icn"Qs 
~)elievo thn t ?-t.l_le~:i> hcsides J~~9...:llory.~:y psw:!l~l wero;fo,;0.l~c<l 
m the ns~nssmubon of President h.ennedY m })ul\ns on No-

. ~~ember ~2, 1963-.---" · · ·· · ~ .. ··. · . · 
In the l:ttc::;t survey, just completed, SO percent think 

. . others wE\re iuvolvc1l in the as:;nssiRntion, while 011ly 11 per-
.. ·cent think Oswald act.eel nlonc. Nine percent d'? not. cxpr<'t'S nn 

opinion. Persons with 0. college h1rekgrouml, while O\"r.l'whdm- . 
ingly of th-e 01)inioh thnt sofoe form of conspirncy w:1s in- . 

,. . volved, nro less inclint>cl to hold· this view thnn hrQ person,; 
· ' · 'vith less thnn n. college bncltp;roltnd. --. · · · · 

. ~- Appro::'\'.inrntely one-hnlf o'f tho survey rcspond~nls who 
believe others were invoh-etl clicl uot uumo n sp<>cilic ~roup. 

·. AmoHg those who <lid,ihowe.ver, Cuba oi-J!re111ier :b'itll'l Cn;;JJ:9 
wer,e mE>ntionclL .. m9"~--Q.flen. OU1cr · r(;:-c;15on$e~--··rrcqilei1tly 
~1- ivc1

1
1
1
. ure "~-10 }.foQ!!.3" ·uq_l?.!1'.1!'!!.~~ts," · aml ll1e :_c.c!.~!!:5!J. 

.ntc _1ge11cc .. '."...gcncy. 
· 'J'he sn.1n~es11'rvt1y nlso ::;hows thut few AmC'ril.'nns bC'licve 
,T:u11es E:lrl R:iy ncte<l on his own in tho ns;:;:1s$i11:1tion of the 
Revcnc<l Doctor l\l11rtin J...nt.hc1; l\ing, .Jr. in :l\h,mph\s on 
.April ·t 19CiS. Only 18 percent hold th!s view, wliill' GU per­
cent. think otht·r~ w11n~ iuvoh·c1l mul 13 pm~unt clo uot 
express un opilliOll. · 

An i11ve!-:t1g11t ion into the :1ss:1:::siuations ·or Kl'lllll'<lY nnd 
Kiug wns recently bc~11n by the 11ewly cstnbli::.hctl Hon<;o 
Select. Commitll'O=on '..As~1~~intltions-thc i::hth to ho con­
<luct.etl on n. large scnlo by GoYernmcnt oflir:i:i\~ :::inco Ken-
nedy wns nssn;;"innted. . 
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Thus, in the cnse of thC:l cl0ath of l'n•sidr.nt. Kcnnctly, in spite of tl1e 
'\Y:1rron Cornmi:-o~.;\on invr.;:;ti~•ltion 1md tho invc~tig-ntious hy other 
Fcilernl ngnncie.:; nnd tho U.S. Cougresg, the finnl reports to the 
American proplo hnve lnckr.cl tho t ho1·ouglmr::-s to allay their sus­
picions that n conspi1~nc'.)' .<·xistecl which_!ins not yet been 1mco\·crNL 
Jn thr. cnsc of ,fomes.hnrl Jtny :md tho J\.rng murder, the snme genern.l 
suspicions <':'..:i$t. Tho threshold inquiries mn<le into these two cloath;.: 
b.r our prcsr11L comrnitte<1 do not provide tlie nnswers to thr.;;~ rumors, 
theories, n.n<l su~picions. If these fc:irs, thcorie~, suspicions, n.nd · 
rumors nre to bl.' µnt to re;;;t nnd if the c:ouftdenco of tho Arnericnn 
people is to be l\'!'.lored in the inveslig1\thre n.gencies of their Govern­
ment, a thorough, compele.nt und objective im-cst.ignlion into each 
of these <len.t.hs 1" iin n.bsolute necessity:. . . . - . _ · 

This com mil tPe hns proceeclecl in that. vein. 'J'he committee hn.s· 
selected J\1r. H.iclrnrd Sprngue, n. prnm\nent. pro::mcuting nltorney ns 
chi('f couusel an<l director of its stuff. Ile is rn the proce,,;s of cstn.h­
lishing n. sta.fi' of n l.t.orncys, inve;;tig;itors, and n.llministrn.tive pe1:-;onnel 
who nre cnp:i.ble of oxhibit.ing the highest. degree of con11)etc11ce and 
profes'.;io1l.11.lism in the enormous tnsk of itrvestig3.ting two murders. 
The Warren Commis:;ion was able to avail itselC of the itwrst.igalive 
pers111rnel of numerous agencies such as the F13I, CIA, tltc Sc:crct 
Service, the Justice Depurtruent, the State Dopnrtment, nncl the 
Internal Revenue Service. . . : · . 

The integrity of· the results of the investigntion by the Select 
Committee ~on As!-\assinn.tions will he predictited upon a thorough, 
oLjective, foi.r, nod imp11.rtinl iuve::-t.igahon hy profes:>ionnl pei;sonnel, 
who will be independent nnd will ho free from the t.:iint of "invc;;ligaL­
ing themselves." It is imper11.th-e, there{ ore, tlrn.t these minimum 
staff and budget. recommenclntions which nrc being rcquf'ste<l be 
.granted by the 05th CongrN;s. If in the final nnn.lysis we hn.ve been 
nble to help restore the faith :md confidence of the Anrnrican people 
in thci1· Government, this Congress will lrnxe jtrnt.ified the .co5ts nn<l 
will 1111.ve cndenrecl itself to the people whom we serve. 

· · · Louis STOKES. · , 
. '\VAJ/l'ER K li'AUl\TTIWY. 
Yvox:-.1~ BnA'rHWAI1'E Bumm. 

.. . . HAUOLl> E. FORD. 
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SUPPLE;\-iEN'f.ARY VIEWS OF. CONGHESS.MAN 
. CHARLES THONE· ... 

· I nm in basic n~re.ement wit.h lhe Ucport of the Sclt•ct. C~mmittce 
011 .As:;;nssinn.tions to t.he 94th Congress. I do, however, )ri:;h t.o make 
t.ho following ·obserYntions. . · · . · 

Unless this Select Committee mnintnins complete <'l"('dibility with 
tho American public, its efforts will be in vniri. A11ythi11g t.lrnt s11h­
t.rncts from t.ho fnit.11 nud co11ficl('nco thnt t.he peof'llo of tho United 
Stn.tes hn.ve, in this committee will gr~atly dimmis 1 tho vnlue of its 
foui.l report. · . · 

Therefore, I Jrnye been deeply concerned by tho tendency of n. 
mnjoxity on the committee to conduct for too m:m)' meetings in 
executive i-;ession. I grant thero will be somo mntter~ coming before 
the commit.tee that shoul<l he henrcl in executive ses:;iom:. li:xnmples 
of such mntters nre tC'stimony thnt .woulcl cnuun~cr .. the nntionnl 
security nnd, in special invcstign.tive henring~, such testimony or 
evidence that would tend to defnme, degrnde, or incriminate nn 
indivitlun.1 who might bo innocent. lly and largo, howovm·, we cnn 
only serve t~e publ,ic well. through _conducting. om· :::cssious nflcr 
u.deqnate notice nnd m puhhc. · · · . . . . • . 

At the December 17, 197G, meeting of the commit.tC'e, n. motion 
'vhich I introtlnce<l wns adopted un:mimous]y. by tho;;o present. It 
specificnlly p!·ovitles in the reconstruction resolution of thi$ committee 
for the 95t.h Congre~s thnt the committee, nt its first. nwt>ting in 1977, 
must adopt rules for its conduct nnd thn.t those rul('s must he in 
ncconlance with House of ltcpre;:enf.n.tives rul~s. 

Rulo XI provides t.hn.t every comm.it.tee of tho Ifou:-11 ~hnll ndopt 
written rules governing its procedure, and Rulo XI 2U!)(l) in·ovide;; 
thn.t "Each meeting for tho tnmsnction of busin~~s, including the 
mn1·kup of legislation, of e11ch st;:mding committee or s\1hcommitteo .. 
t.hereof shnll be open to tho public except when tho <'C11mnittec or 
imbcommittee, in open session und with a quorum. prcs<.'nt., clctc1·­
mincs by rollcnll -\.·otc t.lrnt. nll or p11.rt of ~.he remninder' llf t.ho niecting 
on thn.t cfay shnll bu closed to the public." Olhcr mc1'tin~ rules cover 
proper not.ice, specified rccohl keeping nncl snmo wry limit.ell cxct>p­
t.ions f.o open sessions. We cun :mtl must follow both the let.tor und 
spirit• of these rules. . . 

Yes, by idl means Jhi$ Select CommiU.ee on .A~:l~..Jnntions must 
o_pci-nlo scrnp11lously n.111l ~lilige1~tl:r: within the rul1~~ of tlrn lfo11sl'.'. 
l! urlhermore, we must slnve, w1llnn the rules, to:·hc. opt'n :uul nc­
ce:>sihle to the puhlic_nn1l their rcprc:>,:;cnl.ii.f.ivcs, tho news mcdin .. For 
t.his committee, crcclil>ilit.y is everything. And or6diliilily will best 
l>o served, as usual, by couducting public lrnsiness ii\ public. 

Cu.utLl-:s 'l'uo~E. 
(14) 
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.ADDJTlOXAL VIEW'S OF COX GRESS~IAN CIIlUSTOPHER 
. I J. DODD 

•. 

"forlepenc1ence, t.lwrouglrness, n.ml optmness" m11st be the ~nilling 
·v-rineiple:; of t.ht>:Se new itwest.ignt.ions into the n~~n;;::;inntion'j of J>ri!:5i­
dent John F. Kc-miecly nncl the Reverend J\In1·tin Lui her King, J1:. by 
out· House Select Commit.tee on Assn"sinnl.ions. 

· · Jn enclor~ing thh-1 rrport; ·I would Ii:~, tr~ tnke thi": opportunit.y to· 
cbbornte o·n these t.hemes, nnd to undE>rsr.oi·n t.lrnir importnocn lo {.he 
ultimate success or fn.ilure of .our efforts. I nlso want to i:;h:wc my 
persono.l views on these inquiries, ns the committt•e begins thi::; (\mbi­
tiol~S undertnking. · . . . . : · · .· . 
· .As nn early co;;ponsor of congrcssionnl r~olutions cnlling for this 
Select. Committee, l lrn.ve long felt thnt t.here rcmnin mnu~· lm:rn,.;w<'rc<L 
questions surrounding t.hese n:;snssinations-CXJ.lrcin Uy q ue.\\tion:;. o l>out 
the wles. of the li'ederal ngencies chnrgcd \nth inYe~tigntiug t.lll'se 
terrible crimes. · · · · . · 

The sRecific questions highlighte<l in this l·eport ns to the conduct 
of the Ccntrnl ln~.dligencf'I Agency, nn~l its nppnrC"nt k11owlt~dge of 
some of Lee Har1:ey Oswald's nctivit.iE's in :Mexico before the J{cunedy 
nssnssination, nro ~xnmples of just such continuing concerns. : 

Another o:xninple underscored in thi;:; document i:> t.he question of 
the Fetle1·n.l Bure11.u of Invest.ignt.ion1s l'eportl'tl smTeilltmce of Dr. 
King, nncl whethe1· ~"BI ngel}ts were in Memphis nnd near tho civil 
rights ]ender nt the time of h1s <lenth. . . 

The House Judicinry Subcommittee cm Ci\-il ltight.s, on \Vhiclt I 
serve nncl. which lll1s O\'ernight 1·espom•ibilit.y for t.he FHI, found it 
J)ecessary last .yenr to hold hei\rings nbout thnt. ngency's ncth~ities 
before ·ancl ·nftcr Presirlent Kennecly1s nssnssin:1.tfon. After tuking 
part. in tho.<;e lien1in;.,"'S, X can ~my our suhcc)mmitt.ee rnisf"ll more uew· 
quest.ions nhout. the FBI and the nss.assinn.tion thnn we rccch-ed 
an::;wers to old ones. · : 

S1nce then, other pressing legislative rc;;ponsihilitie~-such :is FBI 
$llrveillnnce guidelines and bankruptcy lttw l"<~fMms-pr~vcnlt1ll our 
Judiciary Subcommittee. from 'pursuing these new questions, nwl the 
unanswered old ones, ns fully ns would h>1.W1 hr.en desired. 

The nllegat.ions of possible consp\rncies, nnd o! tho po.;ssible \\ith-· 
holding of evidence, n.re more of the tnnn:11• n1ldit.ionnl questions nbout 
the:;e nssnssinntions which should be lnici to l'C'st once nnd for nll, so 
thnt these t.rngic chnpters in Amel'icnn history cnn nt ln~t. ho t.:lo.~c"l. 

I think t.his new, Select Committee repres£int.s f1. unique opportuni~.y 
for Congress nnd the Ame1icn11 yeople to fim1lly rc:-olvo t.hc i.::Sn(';; still 
surrounding t.he!'e murders, n.n< l would hope the commit.tee will be 
nul~ 1.0 provide the rmswcrs to nll f.he:e={\ continuing quf':st.ion:; . 

.However, it must. be pointed out. t.hl\t this committce.coulcl, nfter ·. 
its lengthy, exhn.usti.ve inqni1it?s1 still rench tho !;nme conclusion;; i'hout 
thestt nss11ssinn.t.ions t-hnt other inYestign.ting bodies hn.ve before us. 
-or-this commit.tee might nrrive n.t for different conclusions. 

(15) 
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'l'he American people h1we n. right to know the full stories bchin<l 
t.hcso nssas~inn.tions. They have a right to know the motives and 
n~osons for them, how these deeds were n.ccomplished, nnd who truly 
wns responsible for them. . 

This Committee, then, lrn::; n. great responsibility t.o fulfill, nnd the 
wn.ys it accomplishes this blsk nre of the utmost importimce. It is here 
whrrc "Inclepehdence, thomughncss, nncl openne5s" count the most. 

"Inclepenrlence"-'-As mentioned before in these view~ nnd in the 
bocly of this report, mnjor crit.ici,;ms of past investig1ltions of theso 
ni;sf\ssinn.t.ions focus lrna.vily on the activities of tho Ji'c~clerol j nstice 
nnd intelligence ngcncies charged with conducting the initill.l criminal 
inquiries. · · . . · : · ..• 

In light of the fact thnt these Federal agencies could be the subject 
of pnrt of our invest.igat.ion, it would be wholly inapnroprit~te to em­
ploy their services ns hns been clone in past. nssassinR.tion stutlics. Such , 
r<"linnce on these agencies wonld prejudice the necessn.ry imparlinlity 
nncl credibility of our inqui1ies. · . 

Therefore, it is c111cinl to t.he snccess of this commit.tee t.hat it retni.n 
11n experienced, profossionnl investi~11tive and legnl stefi' completeh• 
independent fro·n t.he!'e Federnl Government ageuciei;. This grent 
neet.1 for nn independent st.::i.ff is the primary reason why the proposed 
committee budget tot1ih whR.t it does. .·· .. 
· "Thoronghness"-I nm plea::.ed thnt the members of this commit­

t.l'e, nncl it.'l staff, nre committed to pursuing every pos.-.ible n.vnnue of 
invc.:c;tig!ltion ~.ncl every conceivn.l>lo theory and lea.cl nhout these ns~ 
sn:::smnt10ns. . . . .. 
·. '!'his <letermina.tion to find definitive answers, if 1.lie~· exist, t.o all 
t.hc questions ~urrounding t.he rissassina.tions is significnnt., hecn\1se the 
committee's ,-;ork must wilh::.tand the test.q of time which other in­
vest.igntions n.pparently have foiled to ptti's. In 10, 20, :rn, or 100 :rears 
nfter the ~ncl of our inquiries, the Americnn people· should not. hn.ve to 
faco t11e doubts nbout"t.hese crimes which exist totlny. . 

Our committee m11st p;o nbont it.c; <leliber1t.tions in tl1e most consicl­
orecl nutl c:1reful nrnnner possible--eschewin~ mnkin~ jurlgment.<; und 
conclusions until nll the evidence is gnthered nrnl evolmtte<l. It is 
e~sentfol that tho committee nncl stnff nppronch the::.o inquiries with 
completely open minds, so a;1 to avoid possible· chnrge~ fro:n uny 
qunrtcr flint we nra lJeing less than objective. . 
· Central to thci thorourut\1l':::s of our i~vJ'_filirrutio~1~ .. 1'.:fJl J1e I.lie neces-

! .... 

~it.y to obt.'\it1 confi1lentinJ~.£.n7.itivc,_m:.£T.n~s~rntn1n1JJ!l~~Fct~ll. , . 
.. •~gN_!.c!~~ !!'.~!tis.~~!:.~\_.! ~~1~_th~ committee sho\llil rns1st on full 
:i_n~_fol~~1scl.~~~l~_2_G:}l re1cvnn~documenfs m l'nW, rat.her ffiiiil ( : 

--~cJlt<:cl 9r exmse<l. form., . ; • .. . ._ _____ _ 
'l'ho cnrnmit.t<>e sho11lil lw.ve tho unlnmtt>1l opport.t1mtv to mnkc nn 

indct)el\ll"~ii(m(alysis or t.he~~·cJCf~\~ill~n~~; nn<ITt sl1~1ltl Jlof"ncCi~ptfli\Y 
__ p.rc~" l.r!.il:iQ!)._Q\:.f;e<rcening o(_ jnJ.9..DlHt l-tQ.!1 hv mt)' nJmt! ra·, A •!::~p tn nto 

oC.cclitctl .. ~t:_!'.creeped. in.f~n·1i:iu!iol!.£.Q!tl~tfoop~nHr.t~ th1~ 11~11.?Etm<lc·nr.c of 
tho. c:.o.1.1w)1tteQ.'.~.1~Y.~!?l.!g:1_t1on~_ n~1cJ .£Q~1l.~J i~1~ t:he pos.~1u:ht1cs of per-

,.,.tinr.nt illf.orlJlJlti.9.ll-.. h.~mg ,..,.j tli.helcl hy_J:hc ngenct<';'.!_. 
'fo oht11in tho necc~Slll'\' l'l\W info11nntion nnd ~oci.mwnb;, tlrn Select. 

Commit.tee ~honlcl U\"Oici the past experiences or otlwr congn~:.:;.ionnl 
boclic::S wh.i!:lU:nn<lc 11 t1:.«c!A~k~~· wjU1Feclera1 ngencicsnliam:1cc·css·-ro-
infor1:1nti6n. . . : : .. · 

. .;.,, ___ ... -·- ... . ··-· ... - . ,, ............. . 
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The rcq11ir,'nV'1Jt.s of n. tlwrough, inclPp!:'ndf'lll. inn:,:;l.i~alion mu-;t 
not. k1 co1npro111iscd n.wny through "trC'ntic>s,'' 11ncl Ow con1mitl.1!C 
must bci will in:;· to ·cm{>lo}' nU-njij)i·opi·ii1 t<~·-i-m~·nl1.:;~ inclii(Tiu~ ·c01iCC!lljif 
of Ccingre·ss · ci tn. l.ions, t.o ob f ni rCffccd e°ll ·i 1 if oh ri1iiicii1.'""l'lie·-c::cff1.i"i)ii1 tc<': 
furthermoro'n1i1st be ,V:illiri'g fo-,~igorou!'l.)· pi.1rsue subrioC')fo;-·iiriJ -c:oi1.: 
tempt cit.ntit:ns to the fulle.:;t legal extc1~ossible in its cfforls to, 
secure rclevnnt inform·n.1.iori:-- --· --- ··-··-. . ·-· 
· ·In insis.tfog .. _(;j\""'ti:ifof'(li~clo;;ure of rcleynnt agency information 
relating to tho nssn.::;.sinn.t.ions, the committee must rccognizo n pal':t­
mount rcspon::-ibility to cm:->me tlie s.1fokeeping nnd confidcut.l:~lity of 
such muterinl3 t.hrongh wlrn.tevm• cln\wrnte sccmit.y xr.ensurc,:; :m<l 
personnel clenrnnce proceclnres nre necessary. The :1cL of "lcn1dugll: 
nn:r such mu.t~r~nls Rhoul<l foco the ino;.;t sevc1'.e pennltie:;, nl:;o. 

Lnstly in the nr~ii of "tl~oroHghne~s," I would _caution the Amcri('an 
people to nlso n.voHl rnnclnng premo.turc condn;;wns about the naLurc, · 
progress nnd rC'~-;ults of the committee's cxnminations. . . 
· It \voulcl be misleading for t.he public to view com~nittce-delibert'1.­
tio11s nncl hen.rings n.bout specific. nllegntions, observut.ions, ihcorie$, · 
ct cetcr11. re~:1.nling. the nssns...:;inations· :1s official cn<lorsement!:\ of the · 
validit.y of the~e pieues.of info11un.tion. . : . ". . . . . . · · 

Until n.n.r inte1iro or final committee reports set fo1th conclusive 
findings from the invest.ig11.tions, nny clelibern.tions nucl hei11-ing:i, r.nd 
their contents, should bA viewed as JHl.t't of the overall proi;ess by.which 
~ve nre a~.temptiug to determine the truthfulness or fo.lsit.y of nll.t.his 
rnformn.t.10n. . 

"Op.:mnes:>''-ClN1.rly, the question wl1ether to ho1cl meetln•"i> ni1cl 
hearings in public oi· in close<l session is one of lhe most difficult. with. 
v,·hich the committee must. deal. The oLlif!nt.ion hns, ns nn nrm of a . 
pnblic institution, Congress, to do its business in public mu!;t be 
bnlnucecl by the need to protect the confidentinlity of certnin sensitive 
inform11.tion. · · · 

I believe thi'l.t n. meeting or n hea1·ing of our committee. ~houltl ho 
closed only when it hns been clemonsh·i\ted tlrnt nn executive scs::;ion 
is nece~snry to: · .. 

(1) proteet. the constitutional rights nnd snfety of witRCS!:\es; 
·· (2) nvoid jeopnrdi7-ing the ongoin~ investigu.tions, such ns by 
.. ·risking loss of potential evi<lenc:e; nnd,· . . 

(3) sn.f t:>gun.rd nntionnl defense infonnn.tion. 
Any decision to clo:ie a meet.iug or he1u-ing should be mncle by n. 

rollcnll, r11.ther thnu n voice, vote; · · ·· . 
During the course of the commit.tee's investign.t.ions, fl"- plateo.u~ 

are re~'l.ched where significnnt evidence hns heen verified, nllowin~ 
vnrious conclusions to be dm.wn, then it would seem proper for the 
committee to hold open sessions, or to issue interim i-eports, to keep 
the public informed of it.s work. · 

This committee hns nn obligation to concluc:t. ns much of it.;; lmsinr.;;s 
ns pos;;ib]e in open ses.<;i.ons, where the Amcrkm1 penple cnn folio, ... · 011r 

investign.t.ions and jnd~ for t.bemselvc;; how well or poody wo nro 
dischnrging our respon~ihilities. Such openness, I submit, is <'s...;mtinl 
to cst11.bli;;hing the credibility 0£ our committee nnd of the r<':mlt:? of 
its inve;;tiga.tions.· 
· The .Arncricnn people. should have the opportunity to oh~ei"'·3 how. 
tho members of this committee que:;;tion ,.,.-1tncsses. 'l'he j>Uhlic ~houlc.l 
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be nffortlc1l os rnnny in;;ights ns possible into f.he act.11111 workings or 
the iuvcstig.1t.ions, hcc1msc _such {)nrLicipntion will mM.n thnt. om· 
fin:ll conclusions will be more credi )le to nll-.Arnericnu~. 

Dmiilg floor clehnte on the House rcsolut.ion establishing the com­
mittee, n major :irgmncnt in its favor was th:l.t, unlikll pn~L investiga­
tions, we would nllow the people to O\'C~rse~ our dclilwrntions. Such 

· opennes:,:;, it wus nrguecl, would help to. quell pnulic mi~trust of 
Congress n.ncl of Olir go\•erning process, ia genernl. '!'his urgument 
remains vii.lid totby. 

Our committee might finnlly conclude thnt past in\rstigntions or 
the l\:ennecly and King ~1s:::a.ssina.tions were correct in thrir findings, 
thus rejecting the many nlterrrntive th~ories now circ11bwd. 01· we 

. nii~ht show some of these theories to be correct. 
Wlrn.t is ns importnnt hero ns u.uy specific conclusion wo might 

l'<'nch, is thn.t we n.llow ~L rensonnble, open process to wol'k, nnd thn.t 
:we demonst.rnte to the peoplo thn.t we nre gh·ing each oncl nvery theory 
thorough scrutiny before ncccpting or rejecting it. Jn this wo.y, ·no 
one in the futm·c, will be n.ble to chnllen~e the committ.co's integrity 
nn<l responsibility, ns p;1st investigtl.t.ions 11n.ve been chnllmlged. 

To furtJier demonstrnte the committee's commitment to conducting 
nn open inquiry, :i.nd to allow discussion in the nenr fuluro of the best 
wny to strike n. balance between our public obligation 1mtl the need 
to mniutain o. cert:1in lcYel of confidentinlit.y,· I il.tittin would urge the 
commit.te~ to clrn.ft n comprehensive polic;y stntenH.'l\t or set of rules 
dC'illing with these issues. Policy or committee. rule:; l't'~1ircling .the 

· lrnn<lliug of sensitive documents, o.nd st.:itemcnts lo tho press by 
indh·idunl members, ulso i:;houkl. be proposecl for clic:c1is$ion. Snclt 
rules er polici1?s shoulU be tlcba t.cd un<l vot.ecl on hy lho committeo 
nt nn open session early next yenr. . . . . · · 

In summary, I feel th:it the SeJect Comn1itt.ee hns mn1l1~ 1i productiYe · 
beginning, nn<l by this report, hn.s <lemo.nstr:i.tcd t.lmt. it should be 
rccon~titutcd ns quickly ns possible in the 95th Congrc~s to n.llow t.he 
.innsligation~ to procee,l .without n. loss. of continuity or momentum. 
I mgc nll my colle11gues iu Congress to support such n l't'CsLnblishment 
of the committee. . · . · 

· }'urt.heri11ore, I believe tlmt only through indPpelllhmct\ t.horough-
. · n<'::s,. ::n"d openness will the committee earn iuul con Li mm to. receive . 

the full impport of the America.n people to·pnrsue thcsn dt•libemlfon!\ . 
:ilong wha.1.ever paths the investig:l.tions might lc11tl, inducling the 
Iirn;i ":steps ·ne~<lcd to enforce "Subpoenns ·ti.nd· co1~tempt of Congress 
citntions. · 1 · . 

.Au<l ·it will be· only hy fol!'owing· thcso :?tti<lin~ p1focipl1·~ thnt the 
committPe, nnd its wo1·k, will;be· 1tccl~ptable to ·tho A111r.ric1m people 
as pro>iding proper :mswers to the <listnrhing questions which still 
sm'l'otmd the nssnssin:l.ti<>ns of Pl'csiclent John F. K.cnut?dy oml· 'fho 
_Rcve.reml ~·fortin Luth~r King, Jr. 
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10 February 1977 

CIA and the Investigations of the Assassination of President Kennedy 

1. From the day of the assas5ination of President Kennedy by 
Lee Harvey Oswald, and in support of the variou~ inquiries that have 
been conducted subsequently, CIA has contributed to.the considera­
tions of the various investigative authorities. 

2. Immediately following President Kenn~~y's ass~ssinatio~ on 
22 November 1963, CIA conducted an intensive inquiry into informa-._, 
ti on that it had concerning Lee Harvey os·wa 1 d. A number of overseas 
stations were tasked to provide such inf.ormation as they might haves 
with the station in Mexico City receiNing ~pecial attention be~ause 
of Oswald's visit there from, . .27 Septemqer through 3 October 1_963. 
\·Jith the appointment of the President's Corrmiss1on on the Assassina­
tion of President ~ennedy (the ltarren Commission) CIA functioned in 
support of that investigation. CIA reporting was provided to the 
FBI, and extensive.materials were· supplied to the Warren Commission 
in response to its various requests and lines of inquiry. 

3. The next full-scale investigations 11el"e conducted in 1975. 
The first of these was by the Commission o~ CIA Activities Within 
the United States (the Rockefeller Commission). Staff members were 
given access to Agency files concerning Oswald and the Warren Com­
mission investigati-0n. A number of special studies were prepared 
for the Rockefeller Commission on questions of special inter~st. 
The final report of the Rockefeller Commission devoted a cl?Jtpter j:o 
Alle ations Concernin the Assassination Qf_ P.r..e~ident Kennedy 

V Chapter 19. That--chapter noted that allegatior:is had been made 
that the CIA p~rticipated in the a~sassin~tion of President Kennedy 
and ''concluded there was no ~redible evidence of any CIA involvement~tt 

0 

c 

~. -

.·.., ... :. .. 
·:·:. 

'· ·\· - .... 



~· -
. i 

.... • 't! 

4. Also in 1975 the U.S. Senate Select Committee to Study Govern­
mental 0 erations with Res ect to Intelli ence Activities (the Church 
Committee conducted a study of alleged assassination plots involving 
foreign leaders, on which an interim report was published on 20 November 
1975. The Church Committee also conducted a study of the performance 
of the intelligence agencies during the investigation by the Warren 
Commission, on which it published a report dated 23 A~ril 1976 (The 
Investi ation of the Assassination of President JCffin F. Kenned :­
Performance of the Intelligence Agencies . Various questions raised in 
this report have led to an extensive research effort by CIA in an attempt 
to address those unresolved questions on which the Agency has some record. 
This research has proved a major undertaking which is still in process; 
an interim report is presently being prepared. 

5. In September 1976, the House of Representatives approved the 
formation of a Select Committee on Assassinations, orig_inall.y_~_h_a;j_red 
by Representative Downing who was· succeeded by Representativ~o.rizalez 
at the beg1nrflri·9--·a-r·the current session. The Committee's staff,, .. .... : 
headed by Chief Counsel and Staff D'irector Richard A. • ..-.S.Jl..r:a.gue, · 
conducted some brief preliminary investigatfons at the encrof th_e last 
session of Gongress and has issued a preliminary report. This brief 
report was principally designed to provide the basis for approval by 
the full Hoose of the continuation of the Committee and for a full 
staff and budget. The House hgs .. .v.o.ted a two-montb_ ex tens ion ... at_a_ 
reduced budget and the Committee continues lfs-dual __ investigg_tj_o_ns 
of the assassinations of President Kennedy and Reverend Martin'Luther 

6. CIA has had a number of preliminary meetings with Mr. Sprague 
concerni·ng working arrangements fo.r _acces.s to. cl ass ifi ed information, 
including security standards and practice. ·Additionally, very limited 
classified information has been made available to Mr. Sprague bearing 
on issues selected for preliminary investigation. Pending completion 
of working arrangements, material released by CIA in response to 
requests under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) has been passed 

King. 

to Mr. Sprague. An extensive review of these materials has been under­
way since April 1976, for FOIA release; as additional documents are 
approved for release, copies will be delivered to Mr. Sprague. As 
soort as working arrangements are corupleted, and the Select Committee on 
Assassinations staff is organized, it is expected that committee staff 
members will have access to Agency files at CIA. At this time there 
are no outstanding requests from the Committee. 
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